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foundation in science and in literature. He began life as

0 atio : t - t1e began life as a merchant,

I]';i ":tf:; I::'tllt?(l'.l{'i::]’ }:: :urlld bcgmi _1t’5 practice in lallboto 1, Talbot cr:ml:tl\l'f (tgl:l‘i IEUI%T él
P mﬁg}résg q;11} q 1'1t f(t_{tllll;,.llLJ the state lugts[ﬂll!re and senate, and in 183_1. \\f_as;
feute, c:le(t:’tc(] as < i‘eu v until 1830. He was again elected to that body in 1845
i Chés:: :zln“jrir;}t. governor, in I&{?, over Gen. Duncan L. Clinch, L:;Oi"
i sl 11; c;: 1m n a_ddres.:. Nothing could exceed the suavity of his:
oo A ) :‘eetta,-:]._ of I.1.15 manner. Ile was truly a refined geutleman
S i_mdety 5 \{-)-:; ic;:-lfmg]xtuh the plain, and diplomatic with the precise jll“l,:
iy rr;;?un ,ﬂ.r té; tn_'r_:.e being dt.::l!lﬂnl'_{mi such an exhibition of ,cha;~
R n:-niq'}i \\Jorn, a kind recognition for each individual. The charm
e Ipo\'.-‘.f;:qe;_i Elrl t? : At_ t_he bar his rank was decidedly high as an
hsdlald po .ath_(’j- rcqm‘sltes of an orator to control the jury. Of him
i ‘.\i[i1.11u{\‘(;rr-'.’al' : ..]!a]_r.etum to the_ bar_ was hailed by his pf‘ofussicma].
much enjoyment in his society, to much impravcnser e Jooked forward to
: 1joyn in his Y, to mucl ‘ovement by his example, 2 ]
lfﬁ;:s‘;c?iIIpr]?ri}sglé|;t]llcl;1l.l]‘s- ‘ﬂ:fnt s:n1p]tc:{1}' and i'nim:'table sneer; a ﬁen‘ﬁc:?risgali]l?ii
s gt q};:?u'btsftnre; a Wilde, pc:hshed in diction and loftv in thought;
i Ehcre s b .u“_s 0I nature barped for the rhinoceros or softly edcredbfor
g prest'ige Sy efg s.um adv_ocates in Georgia, honored, glorious; \'ctbit was
e e .I“Eh]}:ns tc; differ from them all, perhaps to excel them all
Wl e bm'%t . Iit gs ?bthe heart, in the electric sympathy that, kim‘lling'
bbbt 'bd ut and blazed in every hosom; court, jury, bar, andienc

» all subdued by the oceasion.” Gov. Towns was married to a daught:t:

of the Hon. John W. Jones, of Virein: 5 oy
representatives, He r_ii{d in,1854\. irginia, speaker of the United States house of

OBB, HOWE ; r i
C Hifl,. ITicI?L}:si'r?c%‘lﬁzc:re?mrsf {_-xe:_-rgm l’rom_ 1851 to 1853, was born at Cherrv
Gl ) S . Ga., tept.,. 1%15. HIS father was Col. John H. Cobb, of
Caval Rna‘tc; .of i;'re(l .“Lerlnmcd to Georgia when young, and his mo or
coliece, i e er !:t E:u;g; \-_a. Hm\-c]_[ Cobb was graduated at Franklin
50 o Ll;l:_' e %J,, sty EE‘E‘ aw, was admitterd to the bar in 1836, and chostn
S r reprcscnhri\}c té:rf:;? t.uvl\cf the same year. He was elected s&]icitor—gunéral
house in 1840: ”‘;\'(’rnor C l’ﬂtéﬂ ess in 1842, 1844, 1846 and 1848, and speaker of the
rc-pres-enrativ;:.ir? e r=~-0' u;:__urgra, as nominee of the Union party, in 1851, and
S é;\ (._rb‘:y 11‘1. II.L:.4. In 1857 he was appointed United States “,ecrt"
o prf":i(lchnt 2 rcsfu fn.t' Buchar}a'n. a position which he resigned i 1860,
podi ih Ehe o :} c:}‘m c((‘ f—l}ttt‘ provisional congress, and bﬁgarlfer and 'majc-x:
;ules, e ot a o e 1.rJln_ ederate states.‘ Mr. Cobb's familiaritv with the
il s R ce ater, am.a_ his hold chayil]uonshh) of slavery, made him the
< IS._-|.O. b a ot ern pfnr‘t_lx n the house in 1847, and he was elected speaker
et \iif_ﬁfi (‘rbl-' fH: dcmandcu'! the extension of slavery into Cali-
e of. 18-0. .U:Lg‘ i.l Eti.eral ;§|1thnr1t'\‘, and advocated the E'.ompmmicc
il 0“1:: .:nt(»p 1 ) 1:: .‘fttc:r 1ssue he l)_r:-lr”_\' antagonized the extlrcn;c
Uit oy (18—})' u*:-.rztnii s.-.c‘c.uptmg the nomination for governor from the
il g‘m—'ern(}? ) r‘-\-\ -T:-l stump and was triumphantly elected. After his
il g po']iﬁc';mnf;( ‘the pr:lichcc of izm:. though continuing to take
il i =t'crcl:;;" : {c ]:-mmpe(l the north in 1856 for Puchanan, and in
ol reprceem-inhrr st Y oi the treasury. e found the treasury full and the
s 511£'p]115 Em:[z ;11:11:11_;113] debt at a premium of 16 to 18 per cent. Hg
o s tl:é 11 1e 1tre.asur_\‘ in pnrchamng this indebtedness at this
O e e e ‘IJPmﬂLh of the civil war so affected the national d"
vas compelled to attempt to borrow at an exorbitant rlistnun:rih:
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money necessary to defray the ordinary expenses of the government. On Dec.
10, 1860, he resigned, giving as a reason that the state of Geergia (then about
to recede) needed his services.  His name was mentioned before the Charleston
convention for president, but a division in the Georgia delegation caused him to
withdraw it in a good-tempered but patriotic letter. He warmly advocated
secession and was author of those much-quoted words, “The hour of Georgia’s
dishonor in the union should be the hour of her independence out of the union.”
He was elected permaunent president of the convention of seceding states, which
met in Montgomery, Ala.,, Feb. 4, 1861. He was not a favorite of President
Davis of the Confederacy, and so withdrew to private life.  On the demand of
Georgia members of congress that body appointed him brigadier-general in the
Confederate army and soon promoted him to a major-generalship. After the
close of the war Gen. Cobb opposed reconstruction vigorously, maintaining its
effect would retard the restoration of the south to the union, keep back its
prosperity, and destroy the negro race. He died in New York city Oct. g, 1868.

e .
JOHNSON, HERSCHEL VIESPASIAN, governor of Georgia and senator,
was born in Burke county, Ga., Sept. 18, 1812. He was graduated from the

” state umversity at Athens in 1834 and a year later settled in Augusta and began

the practice of law. He entered public life during the presidential campaign of
1840, taking the stump, after declining a congressional nomination. le was
defeated for congress in 1843, canvassed the state as presidential elector in 1844 on
the Polk ticket, withdrew his name when urged for governor in 1843, and in
1847 was appointed to the United States senate to fill the unexpired term of
Walter T. Colquitt, February, 1848, to March 3, 1849. He was delegate to
the Baltimore national convention in 1848, and was elected judge of the superior
court in 1849, delegate to the Pierce democratic national convention, and elector
for the state at large in 1851. Resigning his judgeship upon his nomination
for governor in 1853, he was elected to the latter office, and re-elected in 1353.
He was nominated for vice-president on the Douglas ticket in 1860; elected
Confederate state senator in November, 1862; president of the state constitu-
tional convention that repealed secession, repudiated the war debt of $18,000,000,
and abolished slavery in October, 1865; and in January, 1866, after the restoration
of the state to the union, United States senator, though he was disfranchised
by acts of congress and did not serve. He was appointed, in 1873, judge of the
superior court, an office which he held until his death, Aug. 16, 1880. As an
orator, a constitutional lawyer and jurist Judge Johinson took high rank. He was
a master of classical diction, his state papers being the most finishad in the state

Originally a strong “‘southern rights” man, he neveretheless acquiesced

archives,
He married

in the compromise measure of 1850, and later opposed secession.
Mrs. Annie Polk Walker, a niece of President Polk, and a highly intellectual and

beautiful woman. >

BRD\\"N. TJOSEPH EMERSON, wgs born in Pickens district, 8. C., April 13,

1821. His paternal ancestors werd\Scoteh-Trish, The grandfather, Joseph
Brown, was a whig rebel, and took an achye part in ghe war for Independence.
The father, Mackey Brown, was a native o South )l{{lrolinﬂ, and served under
Jackson, in the campaign of New Orleans, in the waf of 1812, He married Sally
Rice, of Virginia ancestry, in Tenncssee, and\thén moved to South Carolina.
During the bovhood of Joseph, the Browns remmoved to, and settled in, Union
county, which is in northeastern Georgia. He labored in the fleld and attended
stock to aid in the family support until nineteen vears of age. He had mastered



