HL“\R\ WOODFIN GRADY was born in Atl Athens, Ga., in 1851. He received
i his vouth excellent educational ,ul\'mfw(: Tt 'n*"tﬁ“a"}""«‘?j"é”’%x ere disturbed
by the civil war.  The clnse of the war foune Uhi mn fatherless, Col. Grady having
ulllul on the battlefield. Young Grady gra duat“d at the state um\'u‘slt\', and then
ook a phst-graduate course in the univ ersity of Virginia. History, belles letires,
Anglo-Saxon and Greek attracted him. and he stoo(l very high in Lh(,SC branclies.
Txom an early age his command of language was remar l\abk Iis mannctm
and ringing style of speaking won for him thc title of the “silver-tongued orator,”
and in *he hterar\ societics Of the two universities he carried off the ]IIO]ICQL honor S
as a speaker. While a student he wrote a letter to the Atlanta © (,un:t tution,”
which was the beginning of his journalistic career. A vear or two later he became
the ed]tm‘ and part owner of the Rome “Dailv Commercial.” The ficld was too
limitéd for him, and in 1872 he went to Atlanta and purchased an interest in the
Atlanta_“Ilerald”  This paper was one of the most brilliant newspapers ever
pi¥ated in the south. Later he became the southern cor respondent of the New
1 ork “IHerald,” and on this great journal did some of the best work of his life. In
880 he purclns“d a fourth interest in the Atlanta “Constitution,” and became
managing editor.  As the guest of the New Ingland society, at its amlucxl bancuet
in New Yor I, in 1886, e delivered a speech w hich attracted w 1(1uprc(m attention.
Asa newspaper man, Mr. Grady's capacity for rapid work was amazing, and his
‘urtility in conceiving newspaper enterprises audacious and prolific.  His best
gift was his doqucnce and cne who has heard every famous orator since 1830,
mc‘mlm(r Iverett, Choate, Webster, Clay and Prentiss, says IHenry Grady was
unsurpas.\ul. Of his brilliant oratious, the following stand forth as the most
striking illustrations of the great eloquence of Mr. Glﬂ.d\ Speech on prohibition.
in Atlanta in Im\/, at l)allu, T 0\, I8&R, opening of the state fair; to the socicties
of the Virginia universities, at arfottesville, 1830, and his last public address,
after the ])allquct of the JMerchants” association in Doston. in December, 1880
Dn this occasion Alr. Grady contracted a cold which resulted in his death, Dec. 23,
188G, At his death My, ( xrad\' was the largest voung national figure of this great
government.  Putting the war behind him, in his position as editor and orator.
he directed thought to the united future, and thus did the mission of a national
peacemaker, \h‘ Grady 1‘%(. Tuli [ulia KNmg, m October, 1872, 1lis sudden de-
mise was a shock to the whole country, and his funcral was dttended | v a large
concourse of pangrvils of Gedigisy FUImnOoUrttthkectumsi;x(WS%\ monument in Atlanta
was erected to Iwwwysorgipioheers.gorpular public subseription, Wt e -
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sands of iriends of the great man among the poorer people contributed.




