HEA’RY MURRELL ATKINSON. One of the most successiul of Addanta’s

m wanciers is Mro Henry Murrell Atkinson. Mr, Atkinson is o native
o Tl ol ovas bl Ao ket aggbN ov - 13 1802 His father,
seorge AMindS W Es anan ol distunguished talent, and belonged w one of
the oldest and hear fumilics of New England. Theodore Atkinsom, his progenitor,
seven generations remaoved, was a native of Burv, Lancastershire. Eagland, e
canie to this cowney in 1034, among the carlier pioneers of the New Eneland
coast, settling in Boston, Mass, Mr, Atldnson's ereat-grandinther, Amos Athin.
2O, WAs @ minute man in the historic battles of Coneord and . cren, taking
a gallant part in the opening struggle of the American revolution. He afterwaed
served in the patriot army as an officer in the Seventeenth Mussachuserts ruqi)ﬁft,
ane of the first raised. The maiden name of M, Atkin=on's mother was Llizabeth
Staigg. She was horn in Yorkshire, England, and belonged w0 ome of the best
families of that cultured scetion. 1ler brother was a celebrated portrait painter
and many finc portraits were painted by hini. In addition to these sworks of art
he execnted quite a large nundsww.obdigiepininénscons, | he union hetween George
Atkinson, the father of the subject of this sketeh, and Flizaheth Staigy occurred
st Newport, RUT0 Mr. Atkinson received his primary cducation irom the private
schools of Boston. These have always ranked among the hesr in the United
States. After leaving the Boston schools M. Atkinson became a student of
Harvard university, leaving that institution in 1832, For three vears he was
ongaged in the cattle business in the west, after which e cane to Addanta, believing
that here he could find a better opening than at any other point in the south. e
bad not been a resident of Atlanta long before he acquired the spirit of enthusi-
astic devotion to hix adopted city.  Ior three vears after coming to Atlanta he
vas connected with Messrs, S, AL Inman & Co. in the cotton business.  In 188)
Mr. Atkinson organized and estabiished the Southern Danking and Trust com-
pany, with a capital stock of $300,000, of which he heecame the vice-president.
At this time he was only twenty-seven years of age.  Subsequently, in 18go, he
assumed the duties of president, and managed the entire business of the bank.
Under his superior financial management this institution became one of the
strongest and maost prosperous banking enterprises in the citv. Recently this
bank consolidated its deposit business with the Atlanta Trust mned Banking com-
pany, and the combination has produced one of the strongest monetary institu-
tie s in the south, the Southern Banking and Trust company continuing as i
trat company with 5300000 capital. Two vears after organizing the bank of
rich he became president, Mr. Atkinson, in 18971, organized the Georgia Electric
aght company. of which he was made the president. Tn this way Mr. Arkinson
as rendered valuable service to Atlanta by placing her in the front rank of those
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cities using MEMQYEL) CROIG Fan. F#Qtypsé‘r‘iﬁ%hseessf1325 well as for transportation
and manuvfacturing motive power. As a progressive and enterprising business
man, promoting the material growth and welfare of the city, Mr. Atkinson has
been a valuable addition to Atlanta’s citizenship, It is entircly safe to say that
no young man has ever come to Atlanta, like Mr. Atkinson, a comparative
stranger, and, within the brief space of onlv ten vears, produced such an indelible
impress upon the community.  He has not only demonstrated the brilliant enter-
prise of a promoter, but the sober judgment of a wise manager and safe coun-
sellor.  Mr. Atkinson, by reason of his influential business conncctions in New
England, has been the means of bringing large sums of monev to Atlanta.  His
influence hias been constantly wwwigeokgiapenesrscamo bring northern and castern
enterprises to this city, and he has succeeded in this endeavor to such an extent
as to make Atlanta deeply indebted to him. Though Mr. Atkinson has never-
sought political prefermghit or seli-aggrandizement of any kind, he has always
been a carelul student dt politics, especially in their bearing upon the business
and financial situation. He is a close and watchiul wbserver, and nothing escapes
his attention. In view of the success already achieved in Atlanta by this brillianr
young scion of New England it is safe 10 predict that his futire will he one of
splendid revelation, Mr. Atkinson is a member of the leading clubs of the city.
notably of the Capital City and the Cammercial, and is also a member of the
Reform and the Harvard clubs of New York citv.  Mr. Atkinson was married
i April, 188810 Miss May Peters, a daughter of Mr. Richard Peters, who was
a member of the engineering corps that located and superintended the construce-
tion of the Georgia railway.  He was o pioncer resident of this citv: the origin-
ator and builder of the first street railway. and among the foremost in every
enterprise caleulated to advance Atlanta’s prosperitv.  Mr. and Mrs. Atkinson
have two children.  Mr. Atkinson, as agent for eastern moncy lenders, represents
$2,500,000 capital invested in the south. In addition to his management of the
Southern Banking and Trust company. he is president of the Georgia Electric
Light company, vice-president of the Atlama Trust and Banking company, pres-
ident of the Tripod Paint company, and director in several other associations,
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