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The following 1s a copy of the entries in the original family
Bible of the Whiteley family . The Bible was owned by Judge
Whlliam Whiteley, of Wilmington, Delaware, the oldest brother to

live of my Grandmother, Katherine Whiteley who married Joshua
Blackwood Howell. Later I will give the residences and burial
places of the family. That 1s all that I know.

Who owns this blble now I do not know, probably one of the
grandchildren of Greatuncle William,

The entries themselves are glven first with the annotations of
Grandmother Howell and explanations that Mother gave me in
parenthasis. )

Arthur Whiteley Senr. was born in Northhampton in Great Britian
March 6th anno. I652,. .

~g

(Grandmother Howell _"The head of bhe tribe")

{Arthur Whiteley and his wife Catherine came to Cambridge Md.
gsometime between. 1685-90. He was the first rector of the Church
of England church at Duck creek which 1s about twelve miles
from Cambridge. Famlly tradition tells us that he brought the
briecks from England to build his church and rectory and that
he had a royal grant to a large tract of land. The grant should
be on record and I hope to go some day to Cambrldge to look
it up. Who his wife, Cahherine, was we do not know. She must
have been of a wealthy ZHFZFITEIY/WEY/ and refined family for
we own her gold and tortoise shell patch box, her pink silk ball

dress, her sllver coffee pot and sugar 1ongs, three cups and
sauc3rs, . - .
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QI couldn't resist adding this lettor}which wes written to my Grandmother
by her brother who.wns o vphysicisn, as it is such a classic description
of puerperal sepsis before its couse was discovered. Elizsbeth died the

13th dav after delivaery.)

August Srd, 1845

I received vour lett-r of July 24tY ond am much. oblige’ for

the good n@viﬁé it contains, Brotbor William I suppose gave the news in

nis letter to vou o Tow dove cinco. This lettrr 1s intended te comnly with

a reauvest vou mads which s that I would 2ive you a history of our Sister

wlizabeth's last illness. She sent for me on Sunday the- 9th o%‘June. I

went down the next dea; found har in excellent spirits an doing very
asiness from disten@ion of stomach with
When Sist:rVCnroijne lelft there she was,

uncer prast ﬁn;iety about nay 2ft breast which wan on tha roint of

math -ine but by juﬁiciows aprlicaticns £he rain, swéllinﬁ,'nnﬂ tension

ware Po]iévéd an’d  the dsneor of 3 aving poaet, About the middie of

that week she begen toe imasine thet 7 every disen @‘ev%r woman waé

trorbled with- ng frst as T corld convinee hor That shr had not the'oné her

mind wns then fwellins uron she wovld contend thet she certainly hed anbtﬁerr

. \; N - ',W - . R -
and thus it wenﬁ onn £111 har catalogue of diseases was falrlm exhausteﬁ.
On FPyiday sha‘wa; not - 1 frow the distressing sensation of distension -

- .

caused by the accumulation of wind uvnczhey -stomach and the obstinacy

with which 1t resisted ‘every means for its removal. On Hepdrday the 1B5th
. - : .

0ld Wr. B--(®lizabeth's father-in-law).came dowm. It wns -on this day about

7.ot'clock p. m. that she was taken with = violent hysterical paroxysm




which lasted for two hours. From this time forth until her last breath -

was drawn she never ¥new s sane ﬁoment. At times she appeared to be afraid
with s countenance 7

(expressi?e of terror &ould tell me to send him out; tie him, not’ let him

7&

come In the room etc. She made one remark while he was sitting by her bed

and after she hst been regarding him fixidly for some time which will prick
his conscience, 1 he has one, till the dav of his death. Turnine from him
in apparent disgust she exclaimed, "Oh, that I should be the wife of a
Pt ;
. drunken husbandl” She talke” continually, for the first few days of her
Creator, heaven etc. After thst her wind ran entirely upon old times.

O0ften she w -1d call ecut,"Oh my Mather como to me my Fathed". Onc- Lo

1Y

‘thinkines she called him went to her bedeide and snolke, i‘_ immediately

said) "ot vou, notvyou, I want my owpn Vatherl”.«She talked of Mother aslso

an” each snd svary ona of nar sisters and brobthers, would hold conversations
whth them, at times sessions; occasionally the conversation thet eho cdrriéd
on anreared bto amuse hegas she w vld lawgh by thes hour, anparently ot

something whieﬁ~$%efﬁéwé0n wit? whem she supposed harself o be conversine
“hnd =2aid. 3he at Léﬁ;gﬁkgéénwx:Euite unrvly, would ctrike those about her
and attemnt to cet out of bé&’eva{yrophortunity sihe could et  and indeed‘\
succeeded sé&@rnl times., dncé*l rememb;r in ﬁnrtiéﬁl@r. lir., B-- was at N
oﬁe silcy of ths bad, I upen ths oth=r. I walked te the firéhlgze and before

I counld turn round she was out of har own bed and_sitting in the middle of

a smaller one that stood in th2 room. Brother wWilliam and Dy, L-- came
L b : 3 i,,,.___ LY ) ) . I :
~down on the 18th , She commenced to sink on that evenine. The first

evidenge of which was the fact of her limbs becoming cold at their

st and extending‘qradua)ly upwards., Remedy aftor remedy

~

extremities fir

was gilven fo restore tre flaggine circulstion, but bad no =ffect. Tor some
time before and until within half an hour of hor death she would utter
scream After scream andd throw herself. from one side of the bed to. the

other. Whether this was caused by the disorders of her mind or the ageny




"

«

of death T cannot tell., After this was over she passed away .as calmly as -

could be.,

It I waé wit™ you perhaps I could tell you more for 1t would ték
a‘quire of .paper to hold a Perfect history of those evéntful teﬁ days. I
pray that a merciful God will spafé‘me from ever experilencing another teh
of such mortal agony. All was done that medicine could do for her..In my
opinion ‘her disease was brought on by mental anxiety and the destruction

of some of har briehtest hopes, in short she died of a broken hesrt.

She wouid take medicine for no other except myself ana Dr. Le<boa
when he wasithere. I was nearly broken down but stuck to it ti1l the last.
I do not think Elizabeth sleﬁt'five hours during the whole time and no
garcotiC'wéuld make her sleep. Mr. B---- says that she slept one morhing
- from 2.until 4 o'clock but I doubt it as he acknowledged that he Was
"asleep.himself, I am certain that I never saw hér asleep more than once

or twice an® then only for 20 or ©7 minutes.

¥y affection for all of vou

Your brother

_Herdry W~--
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