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back. In the early years of the century all classes rode

horseback. Women thought-it

no hardship to ride six to

eight miles to church, and carry a baby on their lap. When
_the distance was not so great, they would take one also on
behind, tied to the mother with alarge handkerchief, or
with a hank-of yarn. The old-fashioned gig was used by
the well-to-do classes. In the country many persons walked

to.church and rested their horses.

“her husband nearly twenty years.

Mrs. Alexander survived .
In 1889 she entered her

<

rest, being 8o years old. Her childrens’ children were old" -
enough and in after years with a full heart, called her

blessed. .
. HON.R. P. W

ARING.

Capt. Waring was a native Virginianj came of the old
English stock that believed it as essential to cultivate the
mind as to train the body. His first wife was a daughter of -
Lewis D. Henry, of Raleigh, N. C. In 1850 he first moved
to Charlotte; just before this he obtained license to practice
law, and opened a law office here to grow up with the people,
and to identify himself with the best interests of the county
and State. Smallpox broke out here in 1851, when many
people were affected, some died, and terror seized the whole
county. The terrible scourge breaking out the next year
after Capt. Waring’s appearance, has served as a marker in
the last half of the Nineteenth century. The disease has

not been wanting here for the

last six months, and the

most nervous people have not lost an hour’s sleep on ac-
count of the epidemic, it is sO mild.

1852. He was a success as an

Capt. Waring commenced editing the Democrai in June,

editor. If he had put all

his time to- his paper instead of attemipting to run a law
office at the same time, his stccess would have been com-
plete. - He was elected county attorney in 1855, and gave
universal satisfaction. He was made elector in 1856 on the
National Democratic platform for the election of James

\  Buchanan president.
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In 1859, he was elected county attorney the second time,
which showed how popular he was before the war. He
soon resigned his office of county attorney to accept a consul-
ship in)the Danish West Indian Islands, which important
position he held until war had been declared against the
South, when he immediately came home, barely escaping
arrest in New York, as he had to come that way to ger
home, and yender an account of_his consulship.

When he reached home his country was one vast camp,
one side determined to subdue and conquer the South; the
South as fully determined to defend that which was achieved

by our forefathers in the Eighteenth century. He raised
a company, went to the front and fought gallantly. for the
cause of the South. When the war was over, he came back
home and edited the Times.. e was a bold and fearless
writer, criticised the reconstruction plans by which they in-
tended to humiliate our people; he denounced the govern-
ment they inaugurated as a “military despotism” instead
of a republic. For this crime (#) he was arrested in the
dead hours of the night, carried off to Raleigh, tried by a
military court, sentenced to pay a fine of $300.00 within
five days, or be imprisoned for six months. This fact and
others of a similar nature could be narrated, that were per-
petrated on our people six months after the surrender, when
we thought the civil courts were enough to take cognizance
of the infraction of laws. »

The county had every confidence in Capt. Waring, and
- had him frequently to head the ticket for the Legislature—
twice in the IHouse of Commons and four or more times in
_the-Senate. He was a man of ability and unswerving hon-
esty and patriotism. |

For a number of years he was judge of the Inferior Court.
He held the position until this court was done away with.
During the entire time he gave great satisfaction, and the
rapid dispatch of business. His services were secured to
canvass the county for the contribution, or the taking of
stock in the Charlotte and Atlanta Railroad, by Mecklen-
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burg county. The wisdom of building this road has been
amply shown by the benefit it has been to the city. In every
" position that Capt. Waring has occupied, his services have
_always been endorsed by the people of the county. '

.ADAM BREVARD DAVIDSON.

Mr. Davidson was well known not only in Mecklenburg
county, but all through Western North Carolina as the fore-
most farmer in this part of the State. He was also well
known in South Carolina and Georgia, for his fine cattle,
especially for his herd of Devons and Durhams. |

Until the war between the States, Mr. Davidson was prob-
ably the most wealthy man in the county. When a young
man he married a daughter of Mr. John (commonly Jack)
Springs, of South Carolina. His father gave him the large
and elegant brick dwelling house built by Maj. John David-
con in 1787. Here Mr. A. B. Davidson lived and raised-a
large family, and accumulated a large estate. He was very
liberal in his support of Hopewell church and all benevolent
objects. He was always an ardent Whig, was a firm be-
liever in the doctrine of internal improvements; subscribed
largely to building railroads, had large amounts in cotton
mills in Augusta, Ga., contributed of his wealth to build
the A. T. & O. Railroad, and since the war crippled every
one so severely, he urged the county to vote $300,000 to
build the Atlanta road and rebuild the Statesville road. This
road bed was taken up—that is the iron and cross ties—to
build “the road from Greensboro to Danville, which was
deemed a necessity during the war. Mr. Davidson lost by
“the war, and by security for his friends, four-fifths of his
estate. Ile was worth prior to 1865, a half million of dol-
lars. He was a very busy man, as he always looked after
his own affairs. He employed overseers on his plantations
where everything was raised or made that was used on his
farm. Farming was very different fifty years ago from
what it is now. Whatever was necessary to feed the stock,



