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to Lincoln county, where he remained until he died. His
brother, Washington Alexander, also a lawyer, lived here,
was well known as an advocate, did much practice in the
forties, but did not have the great reputation of his brother
Julius.

In 1846, at a gala day in Charlotte, when the town was
crowded with negroes, one man was overheard to say:
believe there are negroes enough here to pay all of Julius
Alexander’s debts,” and some one replied, “I think it deubt-
ful.”

JAMES W. OSBORNE.

-

James W. Osborne began the practice of law about 1830.
He was much sought after to take capital cases. It was

-

conceded that if Mr. Oshorne could not clear a case of mur-

der, or any other capital case, he must be guilty. Besides
his logical powers of reasoning, he was the most &oquent
lawyer that ever appeared at the bar in the western part of
North Carolina. He was an elder in the Presbyterian
Church and often attended church courts, and was by no
means a silent member, but took an active part in whatever
pertained to the spiritual welfare of the church. He left a
record as a jurist that any man might well be proud of. His
memory should be cherished by the people of the town and
county, and his charactcr emulated by the youth of the State.
His widow still lives in the city at a good age, surrounded by
her son’s family and hosts of friends to cheer her in her
declining years,

J. HARVEY WILSON.

Mr. J. Harvey Wilson, another lawyer of eminence, came
to the barabout the same time and took a high stand with his
brethren, and also with the people.

He came of a lineage that would have pushed to the front
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a man of less natural ability. He was a son of the Rev.
John McCamie Wilson, D. D., who was regarded as a
preacher of wonderful power, and had much to do in form-
ing the sturdy character of the people of this section. Blood
will tell by cropping out in after generations; so we are
- always glad to know that our ancestors were of good blood.

At this time we will only speak of those who held promi-
nent positions before the century was half over. .
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