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and church; and has raised a worthy family of children. His
wife is still living, in feeble health, but can look back on a
well-spent life. i |

LOUIS JETTON.

Mr. Louis Jetton, a descendant of the French Hu 2
came into this county in the latter part of the Ei teenth =
century. His sem, Alexander Brevard Jetton, lived to be
an old man, who exemplified in his life the religion fie pro-
fessed, was held in much esteem by all who knew him. His
name is transthitted by one son, J. L. Jettony an educated
gentleman, and has educated his six childgen that they may
prove to be worthy of such ancestors. Mr. Jetton and his
wifé are still living, and enjoy the fruits of a well-spent
life. He was twice a member of the Legislature, when the
honor was forced upon him. He now resides near Dawid-
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HUGH TORRANCE. | ’ ”
Hugh Torrance came to Mecklenburg in the latter part
of the Eighteenth century, and settled -in: the Hopewell
neighborhood. He was an extensive farmer, and married
the widow of Col. Falls, who was killed in the battle of Ram-
seur’s Mill, in Lincoln county, in 1781. He built a yery ele-
gant brick mansion that will compare favorably with the
most aristocratic residences in the city or county. ‘Mr. Tor-
rance was a native of Ireland, and had the “push” that was
characteristic of the early emigrants of the Scotch-Irish
people. They were a money-making and church-loving peo--
ple; consequently they were not willing to stop short of in-
dependence, and Mecklenburg will ever be proud of the fact
that -her early settlers were of the stamp that loved liberty .
and freedom. One son, James Torrance, was the only
fruit of this marriage. Both Mr. and Mrs. Torrance died
in February, 1816. Their elegant home was left to Mr.
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James Torrance, who added largely to his estate—both in
land and negroes. e was married three times, had a large
family who have scattered off, till now but two, the young-
est sons, live in the county. The old county seats that have
been in the family from the time the lands were first ertered,
are now fast passing into the hands of strangers, and will
soon be unknown to the childrenr of the original owners.
Richard and John, two of the youngest of the thifd genera--

tiori, are now among the-oldest men of the county, and will _

soon have passed from the land holders of the county. As
there is now a craze for all the educated classes, and the
- property holders to-move to towns, where they can have the
advantages of schools and society. Mr. Richard JTorrance
and family now live in Charlotte, but cultivates his farm
with tenant-labor. For more than one hundred years our
lands have been cultivated by slave labor, but for nearly
forty years freed labor, or free labor, has been depended on,
which has been so unreliable that the best element on
farms, with the employers, have moved to the towns.

MARGARET ALEXANDER LOWRIE,

Without an effort on her part there were but few women
in the county who exercised a more healthy or helpful influ-
ence. When a young lady, rich and beautiful, came of a
family of great culture and influence, she was looked up to,
and courted by the many for her smiles of approbation.
Her company was always sought for. She never consid-
ered any one an inferior who supported a good name and
was careful to preserve it. She was a daughter of Judge
Samuel Lowrie, who was a native of Delaware, and was a
son of Robert and Elizabeth Lowrie. When a child his par-
ents moved to Rowan county, and he was educated by Rev.
James Hall in.Iredell county. .

e In 1804, 1805 and 1816, he was elected a representative
in the Legislature of North Carolina. In 1806 he was



