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and sent to Johnston’s Island, and not exchanged, but re-
mained there till the war was over.

In 1872 he was elected sheriff of Mecklenburg county,
which office he filled with entire satisfaction for 12 years.
He made a faithful officer, always among the first to settle
with the State; yet he was indulgent and the tax payers of
_this county speak of his administration of the office in the
highest terms. It was a common saying on the streets that
he was “the best sheriff the county ever had.” (But the
county has never had an inferior officer of any kind since the
days of reconstruction.) He was cut down in the prime of
life, when his usefulness was at full tide, his wife having
preceaed him some time. He was about 50 years® old.
Every one said “Marshall Alexander was an honest man.”
He was just and straightforward in all his dealings; he was
always ready ‘“‘to render unto Casar the things that belonged
to Caesar.”’ He was a conscientious man and was as true to
his convictions as the needle is to the pole. He was open
and candid. Had no petty spites or harbored a mean re-
venge. He died peacefully and calmly. His life ebbed out
like the fading light of day. The whole county feels the loss
of a friend. But everything terrestrial must fade and disap-
pear. He died in 1886.

DR. J. M. STRONG.

John Mason Strong was born in Newberry county, S, C,
September 1, 1818. He was the only son of Rev. Charles
Strong, of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church,
and Nancy Harris Strong.

Charles Strong died July 20, 1824. His wife survived
him until November 8, 1842. They had five children—but
one son—the subject of this sketch. John Mason entered
Jefferson College, Cannonsburg, Pa., in 1839; graduated
in 1841 under the presidency of Dr. Matthew Brown. He
read medicine under Dr. John Harris, of Steele Creek, and
attended a course of lectures at Charleston, S. C., but gradu-
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ated from Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, Pa., in
1847. His first and only home was in Steele Creek,
where he was reared and where he practiced ntedicine
for over fifty years.. He was a ruling elder in Steele Creek
A. R. P. Church and throughout his long and singularly
useful life was one of the staunchest of churchmen. He
was a “pillar of the church,” being prominent always in its
councils and affairs. He served as a surgeon in the late
war, and was considered one of the ablest men, profession-
ally, in the service. He was called in as an expert to settle
the difference among the local doctors in the smallpox epi-
demic of 1850 in Charlotte. '

Dr. Strong was twice married. His first wife was Rachel
Elenor Harris, daughter of Dr. John-Moore Harris. They
were married April 7, 1851. She died May 27, 1880, leav-
ing five children. In September, 1883, Dr. Strong married
Miss Nancy Grier, of Steele Creek, who survives him. He
was one of the most prominent men in the county. His
integrity was above question, his piety an example to all,
and his ability of the class that made him easily one of the
best physicians of the ceunty. He kept up with the prog-
ress of the science, held to that which would counteract
disease and benefit his patient. He was an all-round man,
and was prepared for any emergency. He reached a ripe
age, and was an honor to his profession and to the county
of his adoption. He died March 22, 1897.

JUDGE SHIPP—BORN NOVEMBER 19, 1819, DIED 18QO.

“Tudge Shipp  was a man of wonderful popularity, both
as a judge and as a citizen. In the former capacity he was
conceded to be one of the finest judges of law known to the
State. He was, on all occasions, a modest man. Often-
times subject to unjust criticism, he always presented the
even tenor of his way and in the end he was always vindi-
cated. It was seldom indeed that one of his decisions was



