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le app '3 nbers of the Gen-
eral Asgembly, and, owing to his long and
‘hongrable public--service, is very widely
known and upiversally respected. Heis a |
son‘of lssac Russell, Esq., and Mrs. Perla
Sheftall Russell, and was born in-Savannah,
'e | Ga., December 17,-1816. His gncestors, who
81| came to this country with, Gen. Oglethorpe, | ret
e- | were among (the_first settlérs of Bayaonab| |
‘_" and the State, and were prominently and |in
ih honorably identified with the history'of the| -
0} Revolutionary war, ' do
- In consequence of delicate health, Mr. | o
e-| Russell was unable to attend schoolin child- } ™
18 | hood, but, by his indomitable industry,made | & -
e~ | up for it later years. In 1833, at the.age of %"
eighteen, he ‘commenced the study of law €
L _under the ‘supervision of his uncle, Hen. | |
Mordecai Sheftall, Sr., (at that time a lead- gl
3: ing member of the bar, and afteward, for i
\s | several years, judge of the Court of Com- | of
ws | mon Pleas, and Oyer and Terminer, bt the | tic
s | city of Savannah.) September 15,1834, he
f’l.' married Miss Elizabeth C. Terre, of Phila- | pg
ids | delphia, a dedcendant of C e Spring- | ps
os|er, U. 8. N, and, temporarily abandoning]fo
.15 | the study of law;, accepted-the appointment | ¢n
ot | of collector for the Savannali, Ogeecheeand | ag
tor | Altamaba Canal Company. In 1835 he was
nd | élected constable of the 2d district, G. M, | .
in | and beld the office for eight years, & portion of
of tlie time acting as deputy. sheriff of
1al | Chatham county, and ‘also, as . Deputy | 4
fy-"| United States | Marshal, under | o
he | Col. Wm. L I_)av?h. June 15, 1843; he was
it | elected sheriff owzhe city of Savanpah:
- | April 0, 1844, he wis elected justice of the of
aly | peace in the lst district, G. M., by s major- | I
v |ity of twenty-five over auother democrat ul
ite | and a whig candidate. While holding this | o
ym | office hejwas sppointed i [
ex- | by the collegtor, Gen. Edward Harden.
ta- |:Having remayed to the second district, G. | iv
sas | M., he was ‘dgain ‘elected justice ofthe | b:
of | peace, in January, 1846, receiving the high- | m
est vote. While yet a justice of the pgace t
he was elected clerk of the court of common | si
pleas, and. 6¥er and ‘terminer of the city |
of Savannah, Jan. 1, 1860, I Jaouary,
vas| 1868, he b city hal of Savaonah,
and fllled the office creditably for two yeara.
roh | Dyring 1866, he continued tho study of law,
eo. | 2120 acting as clerk of the U. 8. Courts; and
in 1856 was elected clerk of the City Court
ot of Savannab, holding the position until the
(or opening of the war of 1861.
w- | ., Mr. Rassell had become member of the
b4 Republican Blues, 1st Regt. Georgia Vol-
unteers, in 1883, and having retained his
1ed | membership until this date, was detailed to
Jur | look after' the comforts of the ~fam-
on- | jlies of : his . comrades while. the cdm-
pauy was occupying Fort Pulaski. At
yrn- | the * organization  of .the State forces
ne, | under Gov. Brown, he was com-
iapt | missioned  captain  and commissary
ing | of subsist and assigned to Col. Har-
kie's regiment, Gen. G P. Harrison’sbrigade,
urn- | continuing in’ the active discharge of his :
ing | duties until, becoming incapacitated from
sig- thé effects of typhoid fever, he was obliged
nth | to resign his. command. In October, 1863,
he was elected to the Legisl by a large
majority; re-elected in 185 by the bighest | ¢
vote in the county. At the".expiration of
his legislative term, haying become disfran-
t chised under the reconstruction acts, he re-
e of | sumed his position as clerk of the court |°
the | After a creditable examination, he was ad-
ired | mitted to practice law in the several State
. | courts in June, 18}1,' ‘c?d -n‘!neqnemly in .
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‘ Hon. Philip M;Russell is one of the most
venerable appearing members of the Gen-
eral Asgembly, and, owing. to his Iqog and
‘honorable public . service, is very. widely
. known and universally respected. Heis s
son‘of Tgasc Russell, Esq., and Mrs. Perla
Sheftall Russell, and was born in Savannah,
Ga., December 17, 1816, . His gacestors, who
came to this country with Gen. Ogl:thom,’
were among ;the fizat settlérs of vannah
and the Staté, and were prominently and

Revolutionary war. ' -

In consequence of delicate health, Mr.
Russell was unable toattend schdol in child-
hood, bn&.byvhil ndomitable industry,made
up for it later years. . In 1833, at the.age.of

ghteen,” he iced the study of law
under the supervision of bis uncle,, Hon.
Mordecai- Sheftall, Sr., (st tbat time a lead-
ing member of the bar, and afteward, for
several years, judge of the Court of Com-
mon Pleas, and “Oyer and Terminer, bf the
city of Savannah.) Beptember 15,1834, he
married Miss. Elizabeth C. Terre, of Phila-
delphia, a d dant of C dore Spring.
er, U. 8. N, angd,” temporarily abandoning
the study of law, ted the appointment
of collector for the-Sayannali, Ogeechee and
Altamaha Canal Company. In 1835 he was
élected conetable of the. 2d district, G. M,
‘and held the office for eight yeats, & portion
of the time acting as deputy sheriff of
Chatham county, and also, as Deputy
United States Marshal, under

elegted sheriff of “the city of Savannah.
April 9, 1844, he' was elected justice of the
peace in the lst district, G. M, by s msjor-
ity of * twanty-ﬂ&e over' another democrat
and & whig candidate. While holding this
office helwas gppainted imspector of customs
by the collector, Gen. Edward Harden.
‘Having-removed to the second district, G.
M., he was ngain elected justice of the
peace, in January, 1846, receiving the high-
est vote.. While yet a “justice of_the peace
he was elected clerk of the cotirt of Common
pleas, and_oyer and.terminer of the city
of Savannah, Jan. 1, 1860.. In- January,
1863, he became city marshal of Savaonab,
and filled the office creditably for two years.
During 1856, he continued the study of law,
also acting as clerk of the U. 8. Courts, and
in 1856 was elected clerk of the City Court
of Savannab, holdiag the position until the
opening of ‘the war of 1861. %

‘Mr. Russell had become & member of the
Republican Bluesy 1st Regf. Georgis Vol-
unteers, in 1833, and having retained his
membership until thia date, was detailed-to

ilies .of - his = comrades while the coém-
yany was occgpying Fort Pulaski. At
the orgsnization of the State forces
under = Gov. Brown, he was com-
missioned captain  and .commissary
of subsist and igned to Col. Har-
kie's regiment, Gen. G. P. Harrison’s brigade,

duties until, becoming incnilciuged from
the effects of typhoid fever, he was obliged
to resign his command. In October, 1863,
he was elected to%he Legislature by a large
majority; re-electedin 1866 by the highest
vote in the county. At the expiration of
his legislative term, having become disfran-
chised under the reconstruction acts, he re-
sumed his position as clerk of the court
After a creditable examination, he was ad-
mitted to pragtice law in- the several State
| courts in June, 1871, and subsequently in
the: Supreme and United States Courte.
In 1876, at the Democratic delegate conyen
tion, he receivéd 39 of fhe 44 votes, and ' was
] elected to the Legislature, leading the
whole legislative ticket by 72 votes; re-
elected in December, 1877, by & majority of
200 over the highest representative. No-
vember 6, 1880, he was agzin elected to the
Legislature, teceiving a majority of; 104
votes over the next highest representative.
Mr. Russell has been clerk of the City
| court of Savannah for‘\:bont 34 years. He
bas served on important committees of the

and, by his honorable and - consistent
course, has' .been held in ‘the highest
esteem_ by the citizens of his county,
as is indicated by the fact that, whenever he
has been a candidate fog;'ﬂice, he has al-
w:{n received the highest vote upon . the
ticket, One cause- of his opu-

been known as an earnest advocate Re‘
the rights of the laboring classes, and th

good, practical results of his labors in this
direction, both in the Legislature and a$
home, are plginly evinced in Chatham coun-
ty. He professes the Hebrew religion, and

agogue. He is nofgd for being one .of
e most charitable in Nis ‘county, al-

honogably identified with- the history of the |.
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ways ready-to aid the poor and needy.



