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CAPT. JAMES RYAN.

Captain James Ryan was a native of Wirgimia, but at an
early age removed to South Carolina. E
settlers of Edgefield Dictrict—a pionee
and was soon called into service as a s
kees. In the war of 1768 against that
a Lieutenant in omne of the companies
self. He always volunteered in the m
and was frequently engaged in hand to
Indians. He was under Williamson,
Cherokees, when the Declaration of Im
in Charleston, August, 1776.

He took his stand upon the princip
and never changed. He served as

overrun in 1780, after the fall of Charles
ered a conquered province, he, with s
asked for his parole and took =¥ i
tection. But when the Briti
British subject, as a conseqe
him to bear arms again
arrested, and thrown i

place he was sent in
Caldwell, Daniel
in Charleston,
sorts and @

9 i Vi--l by deaﬂl,
exchanged, and some few s g Captain Ryan
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g time he was not able to get out of the city.
he quarrelled with some soldiers in the
= spidiers left him and passed on, a lady who
called Capiamm Ryan to her door. She,

go to a sentinel em es and pretend that he
. deserter—had v treated, and wished to
enlist mmder some British offie . he knew at Monck's
Corner—an officer of reputaiion . at once assumed the
character, and after a few sentinel he let him pass.
Ryan did not go to Mo= mor did he return to
Charleston, but made the he way to the home of
Colonel Thomas Taylor, an o . and schoolmate, Before
he reached Granby at & was joined by three
others, brothers in mis was neither flat nor
canoe in which they o 70 of the party could
not swim. They m: ‘ upon it the two who
could not swin, Ryam r n and towed them
over. Colonel Ta; ; rned from a scouting
expedition, received tindness and loaned him
a horse to help him B On the way, near the
Edisto, he unexpecte = whom he believed to
be Tories. ‘These men & 2nd asked him who he
was. He gave the name® well-known Tory in the
neighborhood; but Holley, &% v, doubted the truth
of what he said. ‘They his commission.
Holley immediately seized & shoot him, but Ryan,
with entire self-possession, ask '0 wait 2 moment; and
then appealed to his feelings jiiam and a man against
such doings. Holley yielded, £ Bim to a Tory camp
not far off where he said he kme 1d be put to death.
The Captain of the party, who 3 = old man, would not
permit them to kill him; but whea Bg@m left the camp, Holley
and a few others followed him un sight of those at the
camp, stripped off his coat, hat, an took his horse and
dismissed him barefooted. He got however, collected
some of his company, and returned £ Tory camp to look
for his horse and clothes.

The Tories were absent, but an old weman, the Captain’s
wife, was there in great distress, who begged Ryan mnot to
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imjure her, but to give her some food. He immediately had ®
beef Kkilled, cut up, and salted away for her to live upon.
Soon after leaving the old woman, he fell in with the Tory
party and captured Holley and a few others. Holley was put
to death, but I believe no other.

While part of Lord Rawdon’s army - the retreat from
Ninety-Six through the fork of Eds : b
his company of fifty ragged militia,
guard and capture their baggage.
or four, to make the attack. Thes=s
their bugles and beat two or three
larger party were advancing to ba
After a sharp skirmish the wagons v
supply of arms, ammunition, and cle
able to take something of a prize ho
captured wagons were immediateiy bu
dispersed. Unfortunately for their co
them overloaded themselves with ;
cially rum, were overtaken, and
had gone from home almos
families well armed, well ¢
spirits,
. In the fall of 1782, it
in camp with s
in his shouldes
proceed himself
to lead on and o
near Orangeburg, i
wound was too painfisl &
He was carried home s
but he continued to issme
the Tories.

At the close of the war
Creek, where he re:
office, loved and respec
man who never refused s
back ou a friend. He l=ft
was distributed among k
children of his own.




