REV. W. W. PHARR, D. D.

It might be said with propriety that he was a native of
this county. He was born in Cabarrus county, an off-shoot
of Mecklenburg, in the year 1813, and died in 1886. He
rec@ived the most of his early education in the neighbor-
hood, but graduated at the University of North Carolina.
He early entered the ministry of the Presbyterian Church,
and labored faithfully for the Master during a long life.
He was gladly received wherever he went, both in the
churches and private families. He did not preach secta-
rianism,_ but the Gospel of Christ. He was particularly



PHARR.

W, W,

DR



.

 ‘MECKLENBURG COUNTY. ' 181

loved by the poor; he sympathized with them in all their
anxieties, distresses and fears; his visits to their houses in
sickness always brought sunshine and brushed their tears
away. He was equally as welcome at a marriage, jovial and
gay with innocent amusemepnt, he enjoyed the hilarious as-
semblage of young persons. He was a great advocate of
good schools, and worked for their success. It has been
said that preachers, as a general rule, were fine students,
but ot prattical in the affairs of life. Not so with Dr.
Pharr. Davidson College owes much of its prosperity to
the guiding hand of this benevolent minister while presi-
dent of the Board of Trustees. He served several churches
-t different times in his life, and always acceptably. In his
early life he was pastor of Bethpage, and then of Poplar
Tent, for several years at Statesville. 'Then called by Pres-
bytery to heal a breach in Ramah, which was of political
origin in reconstruction days. Probably no other man
could have smoothed the fires of discord that had com- -
menced in Ramah. “Blessed are the peacemakers.”

Dr. Pharr was blessed not only in his labors in the church,
as hundreds now living in the bounds of Mallard Creek
church would gladly testify, but he was blest in his family.

' His first wife was a daughter of John R. Alexander, one of
the best women in the world, who left three children who
are an ornament to society and valuable to the county. The
last wife was a daughter of Gen. W. H. Neal, who was a
very prominent man in the affairs of the county, as well as

~ the church. |

Both sbns and daughters, four in all, are among our best

le, and take a good stand in both church and State. His

“wwidow, in feeble health, is blessed by her children and
friends. Rev. Dr. Pharr was eminently fitted for-the times
i which he lived. He spoke extemporaneously, and looked
earnestly in the faces of his hearers and always quit before
his audience became weary. He made it a rule to shake
hands, if possible, with every one at his church every Sun-
day.. In this way he could know the health of his congrega-
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tion. In his day the people had two services each day, and
a bountiful repast spread in a good shade. To this dinner
each mother expected Mr. Pharr to dine with them,sso as not
to be partial he would make the circuit of all the spreads. He
was a man for the times, and was well known in the county.
His remains rest in Mallard Creek burying ground, close by
the remains of his kinsman, Rev. Walter Smiley Pharr, who
was his predecessor 2t both Ramah and Mallard Creek. The
peopte were*devoted to the name of Pharr. Some fifty years
ago when Rev. W. S. Pharr was the pastor, he invited his
son, Rev. S. C. Pharr, D. D., who was a very talented man
and given to using much poetry in his sermons, to assist him

- with the communion then approaching? as was the custom
then to hold servite out of doors, the young man arose in*
the stand to preach the morning sermon, and as.he gave out
his text, the old man who was sitting behind him, pulled his
coat tail, intimating that he wanted to speak to him. Heat
once turred around- when his father said to him: “Now
Samuel, my son, we must have no rhyming to-day.” It
was too solemn an occasion for poetry to be allowed a place
in the wonderful display of Ged’s love.

DR. W. A. ARDREY.

Dr. William A. Ardrey was born in York District, South
Carolina, on the 19th day of April, 1798. His parents,
William and Mary Ardrey, sailed for America upon the
first vessel leaving the shores of old Ireland after the Dec-
larationof Independence was proclaimed at Philadelphia by
Great Britain’s erstwhile colonies. |

<™ The vessel landed at Charleston, South Carolina, and this
young couple made their way to the up-country of South
Carolina, and settled in York county; within a few miles of
the present town of Yorkville. There they erected the
frontierman’s cabin and with brave hearts for the hardships
of the present and bright hopes in the fortunes of the future,
they established their home and cisBtheir lot with the new



