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_eni, with two exceptions, on this continent.

POTYER PALMER, ' LANDLORD OF-
. THE FAMOUS~PALMER HOUSE;

One of Chieago's Milllonaires—A Grept
Fartune Twice Won=How He Succcedsd.
The Interior of the Remowned Motel,’
‘h’-.lhﬂ.lwm

[Special Correspondence. |
CH10400, March 23.—Pyahably.not one in
a thousand of the travelers who

small but kindly eyes, and @ pinched mouts,’
whose hard knes are ever ready to,
nature.

y  buflder

a farmer’s
was born nearly
sixty years ago in
Albany county, N.
Y. His parents
were Quakers, and
the lad was raised
in habits of frugal-
ity and At 18 he became clerk
in the store of Platt Adsms, which
stood in the village of Durham, Greene
county, within the shadow of th
kills.  Shortly afterward be started

dry goods store of his own at Oneida, u‘
a year iater removed to Lockport. He was
successful from the beginning, and though
Lockport was a thriving town, the young
Quaker soon found his ambition superior 1o
his opportunity. He cast about for a more
promising location, and while upon a pros-
pecting tour spent one day in Chicago. This
was then a straggling town of 40,000 people,
but the keen eye of the dry goods merchant
perceived the signs of coming greatness, and
that one day decided him. He at once sold
his store in Lockport and ceme to Chicagn
with a capital of less than £3,000. That was
in 1852, aud the first year his males were
£73,000. Ho was almost an ideal merchant of
the cld school; was first to arrive at his
store in the morning, the last to leave at
night, careful alike of his credit and that of
his customers, watchful of the pennies and
polite to the ladies. With all of
his  Quaker ypcudence one was bold
when boldness was required, and this
Quality of courageous action, following the
resolve born of keen perception, was ulti-
mately found to be the secret of his great
success, The war was his opportunity, and
Le was not slow in improving it. He be-
lieved that values were soon to become
greatly inflated, and, risking bis fortune
upon the correctness ¢’ his judgment, he
filled all the warehouses he could rent with
cotton and woolen goods, purchased imme-
diately after Bumter was fired upon. His
courage was amply rewarded. Io four
years he made $2,60C,000, and when, in 1865,
he concluded to retire from business, he held
more than §2,200 000 in government bonds.
Ratisfled with what he had, ke abandoned his
position as the merchant prince of interior
America.  In thirteen years the sales of his
house, now wholesale as we!l as retail, had
grown from §73,000 to  §7,000,000 a year,
waking it the largest dry goods establish-

POTTER PALMER.

A bachelor of 40, the posscssor of good
bealth and §3,000,000 or 84,000,000, Mr. Pal-
1uer retired to what he hoped would be a life
of ease. At Baratoga he soon acquired repu-
tation as a dashing man of the world. No
turnout was finer than his, no man more
liberal with money than be, ne flirt more des-
perate than the Quaker dry goods prince from
the wild west. During one gay season he was
the lion of the Springs, and st him were shied
innumerable feminine caps. Queer stories
are told of those'haliday pranks—of late din-
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sary, with its 850 rooms and 600 employ;,‘:x
thie most zealous conntry is al
give his humble inn. His hol is repairs.
Every day, and at most honrs of every day,
he may be found giving Airections to me-
chanics—plumbers, cdrpen
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incompetency,
after finding something amiss in the engine
room. A few hours afterward a neatly
dressed man accosted him: '

“Hear you waat to hire an anginser.”

“Yes. Have you got gdod recommenda-

ons "

The man had, and he was hired at a salary
of §10a month more than tha old engineer’
was paid. He proved a good mau, too, and
for several days everything went along
nicely. Then Palmer made a strange dis-
covery. The new engineer was the old one,
wiom the landlord had not recognized in his
‘“‘store clothes.” The man is still in charge
of the engine, and at the advanced salai v,
too.

Potter Palmer lives in the flnest house in
Clicago. Itis a castie, and stands on the
hore of Lake Michigan, near Lincoln park

In dome respects it {8 the finest rasidence in
America. The great gothic tower suggests n
castle of England. The hall is baronial, wita
carved oak staircases and furn¥hings.
Slender gothic pillars support the gallery, for
the hall's vaalted roof extendas the height of
the bouse, and draped across these pillars are
the most perfect examples of Gobelin tapes-
tries, rich and rare. The floor is composed of
a most wonderful piece of mosaic in marble.
An Indian rug of unique pattern, bearskin
rugs, end the skin of an enormous Bengal
tiger, add warmth of color to the sceme. A
grand old oaken table carved in Italy centu-
ries ago, Power's '‘Medan " suits of armor,
other statues and a bust of the owner of
the house are interesting objects in this
anartment.
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‘ years ne made $2,600,000, and when, in 1865,
he concluded to retire from business, he held
more than $2,200000 in government Londs.
Satisfled with what he had, he aband his
position as the merchant prince of interior
America.  In thirteen years the gales of his
house, now wholesale as well as retail, had
grown from &73,000 to 87,000,000 a year,
making it the largest dry goods establish-
ment, with two exceptions, on this continept.

A bachelor of 40, the possessor of good
bealth and £3,000,000 or $4,000,000, Mr. Pal-
mer retired to what he hoped would be a life
of ease. At Saratoga he soon acquired repu-
tation as a dashing man of the world. No
turnout was finer than his, no man more
liberal with money than he, no flirt more des-
perate than the Quaker dry goods prince from
the wild west. During one gay season he was
the lion of the Springs, and #%4im were shied
innumerable feminins caps. " Queer stories
are told of those holiday pranks—of late din-
ners, of dashing rides behind fours-in-hand,
accompanied by one or more beauties of the
hour, of rivulets of champagne and gold
gatore.  Doubtless snme of them have come
down to us by evolution out of a mere proto-
plasmic germ of tfath; but, be that as it may,
Chicago society was startled when it heard,
in 1570, that the bolle of the town, the daugh-
tar of & then most prominent and wealthy
citizen, H. H. Honore, was to wed the blasé
Potter Palmer. With all his millions, “‘they”
of society declared the high-priced beauty
was ‘‘throwing herself away” in marrying a
man twice her age. “They,” however, were
for once mistaken, for no more happy and
dmoted and apparently well mated couple
can be found in Chicago to this day. ’

But Palmer did not devote himself entirely
to pleasure. At the close of the war Chicago
Lad no retail street of pretensions. State
sfroat, save two blocks, was a narrow lane,
between rows of shanties. Bingle-handed and
alone, Potter Palmer sot out tg make this
alley the prizeipal thoroughfare of the grow-
ing city. He moved with characteristic bold-
ness. In less than six months he bought three-
quarters of a mile of frontage; he bought old
buildings, moved them back so as to make
the street 100 fdet wide, or built new ones on
the new line. He coaxed some property
bolders and frightened others; and at last,
after four years of work and expenditure, he
succeeded in having State street made 100
feab wide.  Almost as if by magic the new|
street became metropolitan in appearance.
Palmer himself erected a dozen fine build-
ingy, includingsthé first Palmer house, and &
store building, whose marble front alone cost
mare than §100,000, and which was, upon its
completion, the finest building in the world
devoted to trade.  In Ociober, 1871, the new
Paliner house was begun, and State street
was then, what it has since remained, the
leading thoroughfare of Chicago.

To Fotter Palmer the great fire came as a
crushing calamity. Ninety-five of his build-
inzs were destroyed. A rent roll of §192,000
a year was reduced to nothing. His tote) loss
of income was $220,000, and the incomer re-
maining was not sufficient by 815,000 to pay
the taxes alone. The prospect was so dreary
tl or a day Palmer hesitated. Only a ycar
married, and about beginning a series of
travels, his dreams of ease and bliss were thus
suddenly dispelled. He was tempted to with-
draw the remnant of his fortune and leave to
others the wark of rebuilding the city. While
this hesitating he went to his wife, whose
sister is Mrs Fred Grant. To Ler he described
his perplexity. ‘‘What," he asked, “shall we
dor”

“Mr. Palmer,” replied the wife, “it is the
duty of every i to stay here
and devote his fortune and his energies to re-
building this stricken city.”

This decision gave to Chicago her palace

and a score of palatial business blocks.

that moment Potter Palmer's energies
were devoted to the work of resurrection.
Upon the ruins of & dozen buildings, an army
of workmen were soon budy clearing away
rubbish. Train loads of building material
came in to his order. Foundations
‘were renewed or rebuilt. For the first time in

alone swallowed §2,500,000 in its building and

before it wrs opencd o guests.
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, other mortgaged. = Rates of intedest

weze high. end following all, came the panio
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In som:e respects it is the finest Tesidence in
America. The great gothic tower'suggests a
castle of England. The hall is béronial, with
carved oak staircases and furnishings.
Slender gothic pillars support. the gallery, for
the hall's vaulted roof extends the height of
the house, and draped across these pillarssre
the most perfect examples of Gobelin tupes-
tries, rich and rare. The floor is composed of
a most wonderful piece of mosaic in marble.
An Indian rug of unique pattern, bearskin
rugs, and the skin of an enormous Bengal
tiger, add warmth of color to the sceme. A
grand old oaken tablo carved in Italy centu-
ries ago, Fower's ‘‘Medea,” suits of armor,
other statues und a bust of the owner of
the house are interesting objects in this
apartment.

The whole house is in keepiug with this
superb hall. Spanish artists have decorated
the grand library, where the bookcases are of
garved oak, and-where life-sized onken figures
from a chapel near Antwerp, aud belioved to
have been made by the same master who
fashioned the famous carvings in Antwerp
cathedral, may be found upon the maentel.
There is an Ipdian room. unique and daz-
zlingly orfental, a Moorisk room fitting Irv-
ing's description of the Alhambra, a Japanese
boudoir, a piano made to crder of maple,
mahogany tables, a Dutch bedroom, another
of colonial furnishings, a great conservatory,
Moorish Jamps—everything rich and artistic
which good taste could desire or money pro-
cure. The mistress of this palace is still
young and beantiful, popular in society, de-
voted to ber Quaker busband, and, as may
be imagined, as happy as the day is long™

WALTER WELLMAN,

A correspondent says: “Tho American ele-
ment in London is stronger than it has ever
been. Its influence is asserting itself more
and more, leavening the whele mass, and even
in a certain occult but perceptible fashion di-
verting into new channels the steady, sluggish
current of English society. Women, and al-
most solely women, are responsible for this.
London is, far more than Paris, the lumingus
focus to which the pretty American moth
flies with blind faith and a practical spirit.
It is the inexhaustible mine from which it

draw the realization of its cher-
md ambition. These  moths n-
erally secure the '‘open sesame™ to one of the
concentric circles of society, but they do not
all unlock the same ome. They move and
gravitate in the circle they have entered, and
become, as it were, integrated, as if belonging
to it by birth, education and habit, instead of
being by birth, education and habit free
lances, with the world of conquest before
them.

We have the woman literary, but she mostiy
<onfines hersolf to the American coterie, pure
and simple, where Londoners and foreigners
are bidden, made much of, but never strike
permanent roota. Celebrities are asked to
meet her, and are duly instructed beforehand
in her past achievements” Bhe is, on the
whole, better liked than fer English sisters,
being less dictatorial pnd more original.

The Dog's HAwl and Death.
[Boston Budget.}

The idea which associates the dog's howl
with the approach of death is probably de-
rived from a conception of an Aryan myth-
ology, which represints a dog as summon-
ing the departing soul Throughout all
Aryan mythology the souls of the dead ame
supposed toride on the night wind with
their hewling dcgs, gathering into theur
throng the souls of those just dying as they
pass by their houses. s

By the Wholesale.

The London Echo says the kinz of Biam,
for his 263 children, buys marbles by the
ton, | by the gross, dolls by the hun
dred paregoric by the gallon.

AxcosToma Brrrems were prepared by
Dr.J.G. B. Siegert -for his private use.
Their reputation is such today that they
have become known as the best

Beware of counterfeits.

your grocer or

ine article, man J.G. B. Siegert
&Sons. "

. Richmond, Vs, will try local option.
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