MR. BRAWLEY OATES.



BRAWLEY OATES.

Mr. Oates was a native of Cleveland county, was the son
‘of good people, but not embarrassed with wealth. He prob-
ably came to Mecklenburg about 1830 or 1832.

In 1836 Mr. Oates was elected clerk of the County Court
and served continuously till 1842. Charles T. Alexander
succeeded him for the place till 1845, when Mr. Oates won
the position back again and held the office till 1854. His
health had now become very feeble from a pulmonary effec-
tion, which rendered him unable to attend to the duties of
the gffice. He moved to Florida and the climate agreeing
willf his weak lungs so well, that he ‘attended to his farm
for eighteen years, enjoying a pretty fair state of health.
Mr. Oates was a native of Cleveland county; he moved to
Charlotte while quite a young man. He courted and won
Miss Lilly Lowrie, a daughter of Judge Lowrie. A farm-
er's son of Cleveland county won a bride from one of the
most aristocratic families of Mecklenburg. This was be-
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fore the advent of railroads, and Mr. Oates wanted to take
his wife over to Cleveland county to visit his people. - They
were traveling in a gig, and just beyond the Catawba river
ot Beattie’s Ford, their gig gave way and Mr. Oates had to -
go to a-house close by for assistance. During his absence,
a party of her acquaintances returning from Catawba
Springs, were astonished to meet Miss Lilly alone in the big
road, and asked what it meant. She replied that “she had
‘magriéd Brawley last evening, and was just going up to see
old Oates and family.” They had a jolty time on the high-
way.

They had two daughters and one somn. Margaret mar-
ried Mr. Charles E. Spratt, a courtly gentleman who is
spending the evening of his days with his daughter, Mrs.
VanLandingham, in the ¢ity. It is said that he and his wife
were the most handsome couple that ever lived in Charlotte.
Mrs. Mary Eliza Agnew moved to Florida and soon passed
away. - The son, Dr. David Oates, served through the war
of 1861-'65, and moved to Alabama, where he lives in single
blessedness.



