DR. J. P. M 'COMBS.

-

The name of Dr, Parks McCombs has been a household
word for the last thirty-five years. A student of Dr. P. C.
Caldwell, the people took him up to fill the vacancy left by
his preceptor. Dr. McCombs came on the stage of life’s
drama just in the nick of time to meet a great responsibility.
The war between the States was just ushered in, and none
wesé more ardent in espousing the cause of the South, or
better armed and equipped for performing his duty- than
Dr. McCombs. When the war was over, and all of our
property destroyed, no money in circulation in the South,
we scarcely knew which way to turn; it was even difficult to *
obtain breadstuffs, Dr. McCombs, like the patriot he was,
attended the poor people without the hope of reward. Our.
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people‘ were blessed with rich harvests, and soon we were

- on our feet again. He did a large and lucrative practice up -

!

-

to the time of his death in 1902. He was a fine surgeon,
and was often called to the country, ten to twenty miles, to
perform a capital or difficult operation. ' Dr. McCombs was
firmly of the opinion that Mecklenburg county “was the
land of gold.” He opened several mines, bought and sold
for a pastime. If he had not been wedded to his profes-
sion, he would have been an expert miner. During the war
with Spain he went over to Cuba to visit the troops from
Mecklenburg and other places. Although his health was
then feeble, his attachment for the military service was
strong. From causes unknown to any one, he put off
taking a partner until the last year of his life. He married
a Miss Guion, a grand-daughter of his old precepter, Dr.
P. C. Caldwell, who was a trained nurse; and well did she

.+ fill the place while her husband lingered on the border land.

DR. ROBERT GIBBON.

The eminent subject of this sketch was born in Philadel-
phia in the year 1823. He was educated in Tennessee and
graduated at Yale, and studied medicine at the Jefferson
College of Pennsylvania, graduated in 1846. He practiced
medicine in Charlotte about the middle of the Nineteenth
century, and had for his confreres Drs. D. T. Caldwell, P. C.
Caldwell, J. M. Happoldt, McIlwain, J. M. Miller, C. J.
Fox, and others. When the great Civil War came on, Dr.
Gibbon was among the first to offer his services to the Con-
federacy as a surgeon. He was assigned to duty with the
T'wenty-eighth North Carolina Troops, and stationed at
Wilmington. In March, 1862, the regiment was ordered
to Kinston to report to Gen. L. O’B. Branch, immediately
aiter the battle at New Bern. He then became senior sur-
geon _of the brigade. It was a tommon saying in this
brigade and in this division, that Dr. Gibbon was one of the .
finest operators in the army. He served through the war



