
William Kennon 

 

William Kennon_ was an early and devoted friend of liberty. He was an eminent 

lawyer, resided in Salisbury, and had a large practice in the surrounding 

counties. He was one of the prominent advocates for absolute independence 

at the Convention in Charlotte, on the 19th and 20th of May, 1775. He, with 

Mr. Willis, a brother-in-law, Adlai Osborne, and Samuel Spencer (afterward 

Judge Spencer), took an active part in arresting two obnoxious lawyers, 

John Dunn and Benjamin Booth Boote, preceding the Revolution, in giving 

utterance to language inimical to the cause of American independence. 

 

They were conveyed to Charlotte for trial, and being found guilty of conduct 

inimical to the American cause, they were transported to Camden, S.C., and 

finally to Charleston, beyond the reach of their injurious influence. 

Colonel Kennon was a member of the first Congress which met at Newbern on 

the 25th of August, 1774, in opposition to royalty, and "fresh from the 

people," with Moses Winslow and Samuel Young as colleagues. He was also 

a delegate to the same place in April, 1775, with Griffith Rutherford and 

William Sharpe as colleagues; and to the Provincial Congress at Hillsboro, 

in August,1775, associated with William Sharpe, Samuel Young and James 

Smith. In 1776, he was appointed commissary of the first regiment of State 

troops. He was ever active and faithful in the discharge of his duties. 

Soon after the Revolutionary war he moved to Georgia, where he died at a 

good old age. 
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