
ROBERT KERR 

 

Robert Kerr, a soldier of the Revolution, was born in December, 1750, in 

Chester county, Pennsylvania, and came to North Carolina with his parents 

when only three years old. 

 

He first entered the service in 1776, in Captain John McKnitt 

Alexander's company, in the expedition, General Rutherford commanding, 

against the Cherokee Indians, then severely molesting the frontier 

settlements. 

 

In 1778, he was drafted into Captain John Brownfield's company, 

Colonel Frances Locke's regiment, and marched by way of Camden, to the 

defence of Charleston. After his return, he served under the same officers 

in the battle of Ramsour's Mill, in Lincoln county. 

 

When Cornwallis was in Charlotte in 1780, he served under Captain 

James Thompson, the gallant leader of the Spartan band against the foraging 

party at McIntire's farm, seven miles from Charlotte, on the Beattie's Ford 

road. 

 

In December, 1780, he joined the company of Captain John Sharpe, at which 

time, General Davidson, with his accustomed vigilance and activity, 

announced that all who would then promptly volunteer for six weeks, such 

service should stand for a three months tour. On this occasion he 

volunteered, and served under Captain William Henry. 

 

After the death of General Davidson at Cowan's Ford, he was placed in Colonel 

Locke's regiment, General Pickens commanding, which forces were ordered 

to harass and impede the march of Cornwallis to Guilford Court House. This 

was his last important military service. 
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