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Wajbington, Wilkes County,
Now. 10, 1787,

Tient. Col. ABRAHAM LANDERS.

(Concluded from our lufl.)

SIR, A

N your letter vou lay hold of your trite
excufe for all necles and diforders,
namely, my abfence from Greene county.
My abfence was fill the refait of unavoilatic
unforefeen cafualties ; efpecially, previous "o
the month of Auvzuft laft, mv wife me: with
an accident which deprived her of the ufe of
her limbs, wh.ch misfortune was followe Ly
2 fwelling in my fon’s thigh, that rendered
%is fituation dangerous.  As I was fiequenily
obliged to be out on duty, I hope it will be
allowed by the generous public, that it was
highly necefiziy and 1¢cafonzble 1 fl.ould turn
qv choughts, in the turbulent faic of aff s,
10 ihe fecurity of my helpleis wife and child,
who were altopether incapavle, m my ab-
feuce, of fleeing to any place of fafeiy, in cafe
of a fudden irruption of che Ind ans. Accord-
ingly that they might Le in fume wmeafure
more fecure, 1 fent them in towards Wafh
ton, and in the mean time T accompl
every thing necefl"ry rowards the cflabiiih-
ment of proper flations on the frontiers. This
fervice being efefted, my next care was to
cifpofe of my family in fuch a mauner, as
might make their exiftence comforiable, dheir
condition abfulutely demauding it, ani o
place fo naturally prefentec itfelf in my ideas,
as my plantation near Waihingion, where
they now arc. Here I found my ficqient
prefence was fiill necedlary to aflid them, to
fupply their indifpenfabie wants, aswho wou d
{uppofe a woman fearcely abic (o move with
the help of crutches, at the fametime the bas
the care of fmall children, capable to make a
neceflary provifion for a family.  Their vu-
fortunate fate, therefore, cblized me to Le
as often with them, as the duy I owe m,
country would pe:mit. In thefe cir i
to obviate even a fufpicion of the public rer-
vice fuffering on account of iy not refidm.
conflantly in Greene county, I informed Ce-
neral Clarke, I was ready cither toreiizn my
commiffion. and fesve occationzall asa
®r continue in command, accordingly
would think proper. The Generalreplied, s
would be more azreeable to bim I w uid con-
tinue to kold my commifiion, and, thar 1t
sorrefponded better with convernsence I fhould
Yefide at Wathington, as I fhould be mure
convenien: to forward his orders. In pur-
fuance to this arrangement, and oiuers te-

alifes

\(__<cived from &eneral Clarke, dated the poth

of Auguft, ditedtinga mufier in Greeue coun-
ty, I defigned to ifiue orders immediately
from myfelf to the officers of the bawahon ;
but was prevented by a fuddes and visient
Indifpofition of my wife. However, 1 waui-

-
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: N\

mitted to yeu 2s Lieutenant-Celomel, and to
Major Philips the neceffaty orders, which
were delivered te¢yon by the Major, whom
yo  told, you would pay no regard to my
orders, as ] wasnot in the county ;—that you
were Colonel of Greene county; and that he
as Major thould pay no regard to 316111 him-
{e!f ;—:hat you would mention to the inhabi=
tants you had seceived fome indire¢t verbal
intel'ipence concerning a mufter; but that
you would cake no notice of my oraers, as or=-
deis; and accord’nely you rode amongft the
people, givipe orde:s for a mufter iz y ar
vwn nare. This. proceeding of yours, as
vell as many others, bLeing fubverfive of all
necefiary fubordination, I confilered it my
indifpeniabic duty tonotice, and had you ar-
refed at the mufter for this mifcondu@. You
told the oticer who prefented the atreft, vou
waould foon fetile that affair, taking the paper
sut of bis band, and writing thereon, ¢ The
within protefied by me Abrabam Landers
licvt. culonel of Green County ™ In this in

flance vou certainly forgot you were on the
parade, in the front of a battalion ;— you muft
have imavived yourfelf in your old employ=-
men:, behind the couuter, protef - ng fome fa'fe
doaucht H we e fier 1ecoliedtine v ori=
{clf, and the muiier over, you i1oue throuyh
the county, directing hoth oflicers and privates
to pay no rezard to my orders: that you
alone were Colonel of Sreene county. Thus,
inflead of a meritorious d fcharze of your
duty, you induftriovily excired to mutiny, by
2n en’cavour to fow fedition, and infufe a
{pizit of defection in the breafts of men, who

may be naturally well difpoled to umre in the *

defence and fupport of general inteteft and
tranquility.  Obferve a further charatteriftic
of the man to whom I dire@ myfelf. You
have forwarded feveral petitions to his Ex-
cellency 1he ‘Governor, ftating my condu@,
tgned, however, but by a few out of all that
aie¢ in the county, not exceeding fixteen per-,
fons, fome of whom are fuch, as I thould not
cxjett to find connetted with any thing more
liudable, than infidious mifreprefentations ;
for, agzainf fume of them, I am now poflefied
of writs for crimes not lefs than that of mur-
der, &c. You fay m your letter, I have dif-
pofed of my -“poflions and property” in
Greene county. 1 weuld not reply to this,
as it is we!l known I am pofiefied of two dif-
ferent plantations there, did not the flagran-
cy of this falfe affertion forcibly attract atten-
tion. 5

On the whole, it is génfpicuous, your ma-
levolent infisuations, and groundlefs afler-

_ tiuns, aie the effe&t of gither, anunprovoked

eamity to my ; erfon, as aman, or an officer,
¢1 both, orof a vain defire to be eftabiithed
Coionel of Greene county. If of the fi.fh, it
would be a picce of great prudence, to wreft
tic fword from the band of the man, whofe
heart is zuided by caufcl\efs, partial hatred;
2 10 Goubt, on a proper occafion, when you

might expe& the blow to e cape with impuni«
ty, you would firike it home againft the wife
or the child, who might be fo unfortunate as
to be the object of vour partial refentment.
If of the fecond, you, and fuch, are of all
men, the peifons whom I would prevent from
the acquifition of power ; for, when once the
rage of the love of power rules defpotically
the heart, public good, private happinefs,
conjugal felicity, and domefli~ tranquility,
miuft all give way to its gratification. It
rends the bonde of parental engagements,
breaks the ties of brotherly affe@ion, difre-
gards the fupplications of the'wic ow, and the
cries of the orpban, nay, even the lives of
Monarchs fall a facrifice, and all are 10 {uf=
ficient to quench its infatiable thirft. L-tthe
ungenerous flame be extinguithed now at its
firft appearance ; for what can be more dan=
gerous than to invefta man with-power, who
loves it for itfe!f, and not for the fake of doing
good. Witnefs, a Cromwel! b:fore whofe
ambition thoufands fell; and a Kouli Khan
wh fwam in the blood of myriads of Mo=
guls Turks, Tartars, and Perfians, to the
potiedion of an ufurped crown

1 will now take the liberty to inform you,
if you do not already know it. that true glory
isnot derived from a fuolith exercife of power
howfsever unhm'ted Learn faithful t ohey
from an univeifal patriotic principle, etore
you-afpire to command ; for a vigilant centi=
nel, who fecures his pofi by a two hou's faith=
ful obfervance of his orders, has meriy, and
deferves thanks, when an unfkilful general,
by imprudent condu, loicg a decifive bate
tle, and deriving death on ten thoufand, per=
peruates bis memory in infamy. Let us be=
ware how we introduce low artifice and party
influence, for the purpofe of eftablithing rank
o1 fec ring employment, left thefe praitices
pave the way for creater enormities, and we
tecome at laft like the uihappy Polauders,
who determine elections by the lon.eft {words
or like the petty Afiatic Pill(.fb, who acquire
and ufurp a precarious reeal pofieffion and
authority at the expence of bloo., and op=
pre on of their felow creatures. If you
wiih to rife otherwife than by honeft merit,

" youare an encmy to focietv, and, :herefore,

certainly, the ¢ wifdom” of our Governgle

wiil never liften to the folicitations of your
folly, which is the refult of what has Leen too

_explicitly mentioned t efore to need rej etition,

I do not expe:t my domeflic happinefs thall
be efiablithed on a firm b-fis, until the pene=
ral tiznqguility of my fellow ¢irjzens fhall be
reflored; ance though my wounds exempi me
from duty, the beft feiv'ces fhall be rendered
thens either as an officer or a private foldier,
atany time, that can be performed by

Tbcipﬂm obedient aud

Dcvoted Servant,
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) HENRY KARR. !



