
JACK FAMILY 

 

At the commencement of the Revolutionary War, one of the worthy and 

patriotic citizens of the little town of Charlotte, in Mecklenburg county, 

N.C., was Patrick Jack. He was a native of Ireland, and emigrated to America, 

with several brothers, about 1730. He married Lillis McAdoo, of the same 

race, who is represented to have been, by all who knew her, as "one of the 

best of women," having an amiable disposition, frequently dispensing 

charities to the poor, and truly pious. Her Christian name, Lillis, in 

subsequent years, was softened into Lillie, by many of her descendants in 

adopting it. The descent of Patrick Jack is traceable to noble ancestors, 

one of whom was a ministerial sufferer in the reign of Charles II, in 1661. 

In that year, that despotic monarch, who, according to one of his own 

satirists, "Never said a foolish thing, nor ever did a wise one," ejected 

from their benefices or livings, under Jeremy Taylor, thirteen 

ministers of the Presbytery of Lagan, in the northern part of Ireland, for 

their non-conformity to the Church of England. The Puritans of England were 

called to the same trial, in August, 1662, and in the following October, 

the same scene of heroic suffering was exhibited in Scotland. 

 

Among the honored names of these thirteen ejected ministers, were 

Robert Wilson, ancestor of the Rev. Francis McKemie, who, twenty years 

later, was the first Presbyterian preacher that had ever visited the Western 

Continent, and near relative of George cKemie, of the Waxhaw settlement, 

and a brother-in-law of Mrs. Elizabeth Jackson, the mother of General Andrew 

Jackson; Robert Craighead, ancestor of the Rev. Alexander Craighead, the 

first settled pastor of Sugar Creek congregation, the early apostle of civil 

and religious liberty in Mecklenburg county, and who ended his days there 

in 1766; Thomas Drummond, a near relative of William Drummond, the first 

royal Governor of North Carolina; Adam White, ancestor of Hon. Hugh Lawson 

White, a native of Iredell county, and William Jack, ancestor of Patrick 

Jack, of Charlotte, Charles Jack, of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, and others 

whose descendants are now found in ten or twelve States of the American 

Union. 

 

In the list of tax-payers for Chambersburg, Pa, during the latter half of 

the last century, the "Chief Burgess," or Mayor of that place, informs the 

author the name of Jack (especially John, James, Charles, and William) is 

of frequent occurrence; but, at the present time, not one of the name is 

to be found there. One of these, (James) probably a nephew of Patrick and 

Charles Jack, served five years with distinction in the Revolutionary army, 

and others are traditionally spoken of as actively engaged in the same 

patriotic duty. Several of the elder members of the family are buried in 

the graveyard of Chambersburg, others in Williamsport, Md., and elsewhere 

in western Pennsylvania. 

 

Several years previous to the Revolution, there also came over from the 

north of Ireland to America, at least two brothers of the name of Jack, 

distant relatives of Patrick and Charles Jack, and settled in western 

Pennsylvania. When the county town of Westmoreland (Hannastown) was burned 

by the Indians in 1783, one of this family distinguished himself by saving 

the lives of the women and children. After the burning of that place, the 



name of the town was changed to Greensburg, and a new location selected 

on land donated by William Jack, who had become quite wealthy, and one of 

the Associate Judges of Westmoreland county. He had five sons, four of whom 

died bachelors; the elder married, but none of his descendants are now 

(1876) living, except a grand-son, (William Jack,) who resides near 

Greensburg, Pa. The only daughter of Judge William Jack, married John Cust, 

who fled from Ireland soon after the rebellion in 1798. 

 

About 1760, animated with the hope of more rapidly improving his 

worldly condition, Patrick Jack joined the great tide of migration to the 

Southern colonies, and shortly after his arrival in North Carolina 

purchased a tract of land between Grant and Second Creeks, in the Cathey 

settlement (now Thyatira) in Rowan county. After remaining there for about 

two years, he sold his land and moved to the adjoining county of Mecklenburg. 

Here, by strict economy and industry, he was "blest in his basket and his 

store," and enabled to make more enlarged possessions. This improvement 

in his pecuniary condition and prosperity may be inferred from the fact 

that in 1775, and a few years subsequently, he and his eldest son, Capt. 

James Jack, who, about this time united in business with his father, became 

the owners of some of the finest lots, or rather blocks, in Charlotte. Among 

the valuable lots they are recorded as owning, may be briefly named: No. 

25, the present Irwin corner; No. 26, the Parks lot; No. 27, the whole 

space,or double block, from the Irwin corner to the Court House lot; No. 

29, the space from the Parks lot to the corner embracing the Brown property; 

and several lots on Trade street, opposite the FirstPresbyterian Church. 

On one of these last named lots (the old Elms property, on the corner next 

to the Court House) Patrick Jack and his son Capt. James Jack, resided when 

the delegates from the militia districts of the county assembled, on the 

19th and 20th of May, 1775, and kept a public house of entertainment. Here 

Patrick Jack, on suitable occasions, was accustomed to "crack" many an Irish 

joke, to the infinite delight of his numerous visitors; and by his ready 

wit, genial good humor and pleasantry, greatly contributed to the 

reputation of his house, and inculcated his own patriotic principles. The 

house soon became the favorite place of resort for the students of the 

collegiate institute known as "Queen's Museum," and of other ardent spirits 

of the town and country, to discuss the political issues of that exciting 

period, all foreboding the approach of a mighty revolution. 

 

Patrick Jack had four sons, James, John, Samuel and Robert, and five 

daughters, Charity, Jane, Mary, Margaret and Lillis, named in the order 

of their ages. Capt. James Jack, the eldest son, married Margaret Houston, 

on the 20th of November, 1766. The Houston family came South nearly at the 

same time with the Alexanders, Polks, Pattons, Caldwells, Wallaces, 

Wilsons, Clarkes, Rosses, Pattersons, Browns, and many others, and settled 

mostly in the eastern part of Mecklenburg county (now Cabarrus), and in 

neighborhoods convenient to the old established Presbyterian churches of 

the country, under whose guidance civil and religious freedom have ever 

found ardent and unwavering defenders. The late Archibald Houston, who 

served Cabarrus county faithfully in several important positions, and died 

in 1843, was one of this worthy family. 

 

On the 2nd of October, 1768, Captain James Jack, as stated in his own family 



register, moved to his own place, on the head of the Catawba river, then 

receiving a considerable emigration. He had five children: 1. Cynthia, born 

on the 20th of September, 1767. 2. Patrick, born on the 27th of September, 

1769. 3. William Houston, bom on the 6th of June, 1771. 4. Archibald, born 

on the 20th of April, 1773 (died young); and 5. James, born on the 20th 

of September, 1775. 

 

On the 4th of August, 1772, Captain Jack left his mountain home and moved 

to the residence of his father, Patrick Jack, in Mecklenburg county. On 

the 16th of February, 1773, he and his father moved from the country, where 

they had been temporarily sojourning, into "Charlotte town," prospered in 

business, and soon became useful and influential citizens. 

 

On the 26th of Sept., 1780, Lord Cornwallis, elated with his victory at 

Camden, entered Charlotte, with the confident expectation of soon restoring 

North Carolina to the British Crown. Patrick Jack was then an old and infirm 

man, having given up the chief control of his public house to his son, 

Captain James Jack; but neither age nor infirmity could enlist the 

sympathies of the British soldiery. The patriotic character of the house 

had become extensively known through Tory information, and its destruction 

was consequently a "foregone conclusion." The British soldiers removed its 

aged owner from the feather bed upon which he was lying, emptied its contents 

into thestreet, aid then set the house on fire! The reason assigned for 

this incendiary act was, "all of old Jack's sons were in the rebel army," 

and he himself had been an active promoter of American independence. 

 

The loss to Patrick Jack of his dwelling-house and much furniture, 

accumulated through many years of patient toil and industry, was a 

severe one. The excitement of the burning scene, consequent exposure,and 

great nervous shock to a system already debilitated with disease,a few 

months afterward brought to the grave this veteran patriot. His aged partner 

survived him a few years. Both were worthy and consistent members of the 

Presbyterian Church, and their mortal remains now repose in the old 

graveyard in Charlotte. 

 

By the last will and testament of Patrick Jack, made on the 19th of May, 

1780, he devised the whole of his personal estate and the 

"undivided benefit of his house and lots to his beloved wife during her 

life-time." After her death they were directed to be sold, and the proceeds 

divided among his five married daughters, viz.: Charity Dysart, Jane 

Barnett, Mary Alexander, Margaret Wilson and Lillie Nicholson. James Jack 

and Joseph Nicholson were appointed executors. It is related of Dr. Thomas 

Henderson, a former venerable citizen of Charlotte, that, on his death-bed, 

he requested to be buried by the side of Patrick Jack, "one of the best 

men he had ever known." 

 

At the Convention of Delegates in Charlotte on the 19th and 20th of May, 

1775, Capt. James Jack was one of the deeply interested 

spectators, and shared in the patriotic feelings of that ever 

memorable occasion. He was then about forty-three years of 

age--brave,energetic and ready to engage in any duty having for its object 

the welfare and independence of his country. After the passage of the 



patriotic resolutions, elsewhere given in this volume, constituting the 

Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence, Capt. Jack, for his well-known 

energy, bravery and determination of character, was selected to be the 

bearer of them to Congress, then in session in Philadelphia. Accordingly, 

as soon as the necessary preparations for traveling could be made, he set 

out from Charlotte on that long, lonesome and perilous journey, _on 

horseback_. There were then nowhere in the American colonies, _stages_ or 

_hacks_ to facilitate and expedite the weary traveler. Express messengers 

were alone employed for the rapid transmission of all important 

intelligence. On the evening of the first day he reached Salisbury, forty 

miles from Charlotte, before the General Court, then in session, had 

adjourned. Upon his arrival, Colonel Kennon, an influential member of the 

Court, who knew the object of Captain Jack's mission, procured from him 

the copy of the Mecklenburg resolutions of independence he had in charge,and 

read them aloud in open court. All was silence, and all apparent approval 

(_intentique ora tenebant_) as these earliest key-notes of freedom 

resounded through the hall of the old court house in Salisbury. There sat 

around, in sympathizing composure, those sterling patriots, Moses Winslow, 

Waightstill Avery, John Brevard, William Sharpe, Griffith Rutherford, 

Matthew Locke, Samuel Young, Adlai Osborne, James Brandon, and many others, 

either members of the court, or of the county "Committee of Safety." The 

only marked opposition proceeded from two lawyers, John Dunn and Benjamin 

Booth Boote, who pronounced the resolutions treasonable, and said Captain 

Jack ought to be detained. These individuals had previously expressed 

sentiments "inimical to the American cause." As soon as knowledge of their 

avowed sentiments and proposed detention of Captain Jack reached Charlotte, 

the patriotic vigilance of the friends of liberty was actively aroused, 

and a party of ten or twelve armed horsemen promptly volunteered to proceed 

to Salisbury, arrest said Dunn and Boote, and bring them before the 

Committee of Safety of Mecklenburg for trial. This was accordingly done 

(George Graham, living near Charlotte, being one of the number), and both 

being found guilty of conduct inimical to the cause of American freedom, 

were transported, first to Camden, and afterward, to Charleston, S.C. They 

never returned to North Carolina,but after the war, it is reported, settled 

in Florida, and died there,it is hoped not only repentant of their sins, 

as all should be, but with chastened notions of the reality and benefits 

of American 

independence. 

 

On the next morning, Captain Jack resumed his journey from 

Salisbury,occasionally passing through neighborhoods, in and beyond the 

limits of North Carolina, infested with enraged Tories, but, intent on his 

appointed mission, he faced all dangers, and finally reached Philadelphia 

in safety. 

 

Upon his arrival he immediately obtained an interview with the North 

Carolina delegates (Caswell, Hooper and Hewes), and, after a little 

conversation on the state of the country, then agitating all minds, Captain 

Jack drew from his pocket the Mecklenburg resolutions of the 20th of May, 

1775, with the remark: 

 

"Here, gentlemen, is a paper that I have been instructed to deliver to you, 



with the request that you should lay the same before Congress." 

 

After the North Carolina delegates had carefully read the Mecklenburg 

resolutions, and approved of their patriotic sentiments so forcibly 

expressed, they informed Captain Jack they would keep the paper, and show 

it to several of their friends, remarking, at the same time, they did not 

think Congress was then prepared to act upon so important a measure as 

_absolute independence. 

 

On the next day, Captain Jack had another interview with the North Carolina 

delegates. They informed him that they had consulted with several members 

of Congress, (including Hancock, Jay and Jefferson,) and that all agreed, 

while they approved of the patriotic spirit of the Mecklenburg resolutions, 

it would be premature to lay them officially before the House, as they still 

entertained some hopes of reconciliation with England. It was clearly 

perceived by the North Carolina delegates and other members whom they 

consulted, that the citizens of Mecklenburg county were _in advance_ of 

the general sentiment of Congress on the subject of independence; the 

phantasy of "reconciliation" still held forth its seductive allurements 

in 1775,and even during a portion of 1776; and hence, no record was made, 

or vote taken on the patriotic resolutions of Mecklenburg, and they became 

concealed from view in the blaze of the National Declaration 

bursting forth on the 4th of July, 1776, which only re-echoed and 

reaffirmed the truth and potency of sentiments proclaimed in Charlotte on 

the 20th of May, 1775. 

 

Captain Jack finding the darling object of his long and toilsome 

journey could not be then accomplished, and that Congress was not 

prepared to vote on so bold a measure as _absolute independence_, just 

before leaving Philadelphia for home, somewhat excited, addressed the North 

Carolina delegates, and several other members of Congress, in the following 

patriotic words: 

 

     "_Gentlemen, you may debate here about 'reconciliation,' and 

     memorialize your king, but, bear it in mind, Mecklenburg 

     owes no allegiance to, and is separated from the crown of 

     Great Britain forever_." 

 

On the breaking out of hostilities with the mother country, no portion of 

the Confederacy was more forward in fulfilling the pledge of "life,fortune 

and sacred honor," in the achievement of liberty, previously made, than 

Mecklenburg and several adjacent counties. Upon the first call for troops, 

Captain Jack entered the service in command of a company, and acted in that 

capacity, with distinguished bravery, throughout the war under Colonels 

Polk, Alexander, and other officers. He uniformly declined promotion when 

tendered, there being a strong reciprocal attachment between himself and 

his command, which he highly appreciated, and did not wish to sunder. At 

the commencement of the war he was in "easy" and rather affluent 

circumstances--at its close, comparatively a poor man. Prompted by 

patriotic feelings for the final 

prosperity of his county, still struggling for independence, he loaned to 

the Slate of North Carolina, in her great pecuniary need, £4,000,for which, 



unfortunately, he has never received a cent in return. As a partial 

compensation for his services the State paid him a land warrant, which he 

placed in the hands of a Mr. Martin, a particular friend, to be laid at 

his discretion. Martin moved to Tennessee, and died there, but no account 

of the warrant could be afterward obtained. 

 

Soon after the war he sold his house and lots in Charlotte, and moved with 

his family to Wilkes county, Ga. Here he is represented, by those who knew 

him, as being a "model farmer," with barns well filled, and surrounded with 

all the evidences of great industry, order and abundance. Here, too, he 

was blest in enjoying for many years the ministerial instructions of the 

Rev. Francis Cummins, a distinguished Presbyterian clergyman, who, at the 

youthful age of eighteen, joined his command in Mecklenburg county, and 

had followed him to his new home in Georgia--formerly a gallant soldier 

for his country's rights, but now transformed into a "soldier of the cross" 

on Christian duty in his Heavenly Master's service. 

 

The latter years of Captain Jack's life were spent under the care of his 

second son, William H. Jack, long a successful and most worthy merchant 

of Augusta, Ga. In 1813 or 1814, Captain Jack moved from Wilkes to Elbert 

county, of the same State. There being no Presbyterian church in reach, 

of which he had been for many years a devout and consistent member, he joined 

the Methodist church, with which his children had previously united. He 

was extremely fond of meeting with old friends, and of narrating incidents 

of the Revolution in which he had actively participated, and for its success 

freely contributed of his substance. In the serenity of a good old age, 

protracted beyond the usual boundaries of life, he cared but little for 

things of this world, and took great delight in reading his Bible, and 

deriving from its sacred pages those Christian consolations which alone 

can yield true comfort and happiness, and cheer the pathway of our earthly 

pilgrimage to the tomb. He met his approaching end with 

calm resignation, and died on the 18th of December, 1822, in the 

ninety-first year of his age. His wife, the partner of his joys and his 

sorrows through a long and eventful life, survived him about two years, 

and then passed away in peace. 

 

Cynthia Jack, eldest child and only daughter of Capt. James Jack, 

married A.S. Cosby, and settled in Mississippi. After his death the widow 

and family settled in Louisiana, about 1814. Their descendants were: 1. 

Margaret. 2. Cynthia. 3. James; and 4. Dr. Charles Cosby.Patrick Jack, 

eldest son of Captain James Jack, was Colonel of the 8th Regiment U.S. 

Infantry, in the war of 1812, stationed at Savannah. He sustained an 

elevated position in society, frequently represented Elbert county in the 

State Senate, and died in 1820. His children were: 1. Patrick. 2. William 

II.; and 3. James W. Jack. Patrick Jack, the eldest son, married Miss 

Spencer, and, in turn, had two daughters, Harriet and Margaret, and six 

sons: 1. James. 2. William II. 3. Patrick C. 4. Spencer II. 5. Abner; and 

G. Churchill Jack. Abner died several years ago in Mississippi--a planter 

by occupation, and a man of wealth. 

 

James Jack, eldest son of Col. Patrick Jack, married, in 1822, Ann Scott 

Gray, who died in 1838. In 1847, he married Mary Jane 



Witherspoon, having by the first wife ten, and by the second, eleven 

children, of whom at present (1876) twelve are living. In 1823, he moved 

to Jefferson county, Ala., and one year afterward to Hale county, in the 

same State, where he ended his days. During the fall of the last year (1875) 

the author received from him two interesting letters respecting the history 

of his ever-memorable grandfather, Capt. James Jack, after his removal from 

North Carolina to Georgia. But alas! the uncertainty of human life! Before 

the year closed this venerable, intelligent, and truly Christian man was 

numbered with the dead! He was a successful farmer, the prudent counsellor 

of his neighborhood, good to the poor, dispensing his charities with a 

liberal hand, and was universally beloved by all who knew him. On the 27th 

of November he had a severe stroke of paralysis, from which he never 

recovered. On the 27th of December, 1875, like a sheaf, ripe in 

its season, he was cut down, and gathered to his fathers, quietly 

passing away in the seventy-sixth year of his age, with the fond hope of 

a blissful immortality beyond the grave. 

 

Churchill Jack, youngest son of Col. Patrick Jack, is a farmer in 

Arkansas, and the only one of this family now (1876) living. William H., 

Patrick C. and Spencer H. Jack, all young and adventurous spirits,emigrated 

from Alabama to Texas in 1831, and cast their lots with the little American 

colony which was then just beginning to establish itself. They were all 

three lawyers by profession, and took an active interest and part in the 

difficulties with Mexico, which were sure to result in open hostilities 

and the independence of Texas. Spencer H. 

Jack died young and without issue. 

 

Patrick C. Jack played a prominent part in one of the earliest acts 

"rebellion" against the Mexican authorities. He, Travis and Edward, at 

Anahuac, smarting under the tyranny of the Mexican General, Bradburn, then 

commanding the post, denounced and rebelled against his usurpations and 

oppression. For this they were seized and imprisoned by Bradburn, and held 

as _captive traitors_, until released by a company of armed Texans, who 

demanded their _immediate surrender or a fight. Bradburn, not having a 

particular fondness for leaden arguments, and well knowing the message 

_meant business_, reluctantly 

yielded to the stern demand. But this chivalric rescue, as might be 

expected, was regarded by Mexico _as treason_, and war soon afterward 

followed. 

 

After the close of the Mexican war Patrick C. Jack returned to his 

profession, which he pursued successfully. At the time of his death, in 

1844, though still a young man, he was one of the Judges of the Supreme 

Court of the Republic of Texas. His brother, William H. Jack, also 

participated prominently in council, and in the field in the Revolution 

of Texas, and served as a private in the battle of San Jacinto, which sealed 

the independence of the "Lone Star" Republic. He achieved distinction in 

his profession as a lawyer and advocate, and served repeatedly as 

Representative and Senator in the Congress of the young Republic. Under 

President Burnet's administration he became Secretary of State. He, too, 

died in 1844, not having attained his fortieth year. He left a widow and 

three children, two of the latter being daughters. His elder daughter is 



the wife of Hon. W.P. Ballinger, of the city of Galveston, lately appointed 

to the bench of the Supreme Court of Texas, which position he declined. 

His second daughter (now deceased) married the Hon. Grey M. Bryan, of 

Galveston,who represented his district in Congress before the war, and was 

Speaker of the House of Representatives of Texas in 1875. 

 

Colonel Thomas M. Jack, only son of William H. Jack, and 

great-grandson of Captain James Jack, of Mecklenburg memory, is an eminent 

lawyer and advocate, also of Galveston (of the firm of 

Ballinger, Jack and Mott), to whom the author acknowledges his 

indebtedness for many particulars respecting the Texan members of the Jack 

family. 

 

William Houston Jack, second son of Captain James Jack, was one of the first 

settlers, and successful merchants of Augusta, Ga. After his withdrawal 

from the mercantile business, he settled in Wilkes county,taking care of 

his aged father and mother until their death. He married Frances Cummins, 

a daughter of the Rev. Francis Cummins, one of the witnesses of the 

Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence. He was universally beloved by all 

who knew him, and sustained through life a character of unsullied integrity. 

He left one son, William Cummins Jack, a teacher by profession, a fine 

classical scholar, and a gentleman of culture and great moral worth. He 

is now (1876) residing with his second son, William H. Jack, a distinguished 

lawyer (of the firm of "Jack and Pierson") of Natchitoches, La. His eldest 

son, Dr. Samuel Jack, is an eminent physician, of extensive practice, 

residing in Columbia county, Arkansas. Two other sons are industrious 

farmers,and all are pursuing successfully their several vocations of life. 

For the patriotic services, civil and military, performed by different 

members of the Jack family, Texas, in her formation stage, honored one of 

her counties with their name. 

 

James W. Jack, third son of Captain James Jack, married Annie Barnett, a 

daughter of John Barnett and Ann Spratt. He was a farmer by profession, 

of unblemished character, and extensive influence, residing and ending his 

days in Wilkes county, Ga. He had the following children: 1. Samuel T.; 

2. Jane; 3. James, (killed at the massacre of the Alamo, under Col. Faonin) 

4. Lillis; 5. Patrick, and 6. Cynthia Jack. Samuel T. Jack married Martha 

Webster, of Mississippi; Jane Jack married Dr. James Jarratt; Lillis Jack 

married Osborne Edward, Esq., and Patrick Jack married Emily Hanson, of 

Texas. 

 

John Jack, second son of Patrick Jack, of Charlotte, preceding and during 

the Revolutionary War, lived on McAlpine's Creek, in 

Mecklenburg county. He performed a soldier's duty during the war, and soon 

after its termination, moved to Wilkes county, Ga. Of his further history 

and descendants, little is now known. 

 

Samuel Jack, third son of Patrick Jack, of Charlotte, was also a 

soldier of the Revolution, and commanded an artillery company. He 

lived in the Sugar Creek neighborhood, and married, 1st. Miss Knight, of 

Mecklenburg county, by whom he had two children, 1. Eliza D. Jack,who 

married the Rev. Mr. Hodge, a Presbyterian minister, and settled in Athens, 



Ga., and 2. James Jack, who died when a young man. A few years after her 

death, he married Margaret Stewart, of Philadelphia, Pa., by whom he had 

five children: 1. Samuel Stewart; 2. John McCormick; 3. William D.; 4. Mary 

E., and 5. Amanda M. Jack. Samuel S. Jack married Elizabeth Meredith, of 

Walton county, Ga., in 1831. None of the other children ever married. He 

had five children: 1. William Howard; 2. Amanda E.; 3. James Mortimer; 4. 

Joseph Henry, and 5. Sarah M. Jack. Of these, William Howard Jack, in 1860, 

married Mary Lunsdale, by whom he had five children. He was a printer and 

editor,and highly respected by all who knew him. He died in April, 1876, 

in Rome, Ga., aged forty-two years. His son, James Mortimer Jack, was killed 

in the late war. Amanda E. Jack a worthy lady, is now (1876)living in the 

country with her brother, Joseph Henry Jack. 

 

Robert Jack, the fourth and youngest son of Patrick Jack, of 

Charlotte, remained in Chambersburg, Pa., where his father had resided many 

years previous to his removal to North Carolina. He had the following 

children: 1. James; 2. John; 3. Cynthia, and 4. Margaret Jack. John Jack 

was the only one of this family who married. He was born in Chambersburg, 

on the 29th of December, 1763. At the age of sixteen, he went to Baltimore, 

engaged as a clerk in a mercantile house, and there acquired those correct 

business habits and educational training which qualified him for future 

usefulness. Near the close of the last, century, when quite a young man, 

he settled in Romney, Hampshire county, Va. He there became a successful 

merchant, and sustained, through a long and busy life, an unblemished 

reputation for honesty, integrity and general uprightness of character. 

He married Rebecca Singleton, an estimable lady who survived him a few 

years. 

 

In 1823, he was appointed Cashier of the Romney Branch of the Valley Bank 

of Virginia, which position he held until his death, with distinguished 

ability. The former intelligent Mayor of Romney, (A.P. White, Esq.,) in 

writing to the author, says: 

 

     "John Jack, when young, was of a gay and festive 

     disposition. After he joined the church, he sobered down to 

     great calmness and evenness. He was always exceedingly neat 

     in his person, courteous in his manners, and kind and 

     charitable to the poor. He bore through life, the character 

     of an earnest, honest, and upright man of business, was an 

     Elder of the Presbyterian Church, and a good Christian." 

 

He died on the 28th of September, 1837, in the seventy-fourth year of his 

age. He had the following children: 1. Robert Y.; 2. Carlton T.; 3. James 

R.; 4. John; 5. Margaret; 6. Juliette M.; 7. John G., and 8.Edward W. Jack. 

The last named son is now (1876) the only one of the family living. Robert 

Y. Jack settled in Winchester, Va., and engaged in merchandising. In the 

war of 1812, he raised a company which was stationed at Craney Island, and 

participated in the battle at that place. 

 

Robert Y. Jack died near Charleston, Jefferson county, Va., in 1834,leaving 

an only child, Frances Rebecca, who married Thomas J. Manning,of the U.S. 

Navy. They both died previous to the late Confederate war,leaving three 



sons: 1. Charles J.; 2. George Upshur, and 3. Frank Jack Manning. Each one 

of these brave youths joined the Confederate army, all under the age of 

eighteen years. George Upshur was killed in the cavalry charge under General 

Stewart at Brandy Station. Frank Jack was shot through the body, but 

recovered of his severe wound and continued in the army. They all three 

served under General (Stonewall) Jackson,through his campaigns, and after 

his death, under General Early. 

 

John G. Jack settled in Louisville, Ky., and died there, leaving three 

daughters and one son, Robert Bruce Jack. 

 

Edward W. Jack, youngest son of John Jack, of Romney, now lives near Salem, 

Roanoke county, Va., in the quiet fruition of all that pertains to an 

honorable _bachelor's_ life. All the members of this family have sustained 

exemplary characters, and now occupy fair and eminent positions in society. 

 

Charity Jack, eldest daughter of Patrick Jack, of Charlotte, married Dr. 

Cornelius Dysart, a distinguished physician and surgeon of the 

Revolutionary army. The Dysart family, at that time, resided in Mecklenburg 

county. Dr. Dysart is said to have built the first house on the "Irwin 

corner," assisted by his brother-in-law, Captain Jack, who owned the lot 

until his removal to Georgia, shortly after the war. Dr. Dysart died 

comparatively young, leaving a widow and two children, James and Robert 

Dysart, who settled in Georgia. Of their subsequent history little is known. 

Jane (or "Jean,") Jack, second daughter of Patrick Jack, married William 

Barnett, son of John Barnett and Ann Spratt, of Scotch-Irish descent. The 

name Spratt is generally spelled 

"Sprot," or "Sproat," in the old records. Thomas Spratt is said to have 

been the _first person_ who crossed the Yadkin river, with wheels; and his 

daughter Ann the _first child_ born in the beautiful champaign country 

between the Yadkin and Catawba rivers. He first intended to settle on Rocky 

River (now in Cabarrus county), but Indian disturbances occurring there 

near the time of his arrival, induced him to select a home in the vicinity 

of the place which afterward became the "town of Charlotte." At his humble 

dwelling, one mile and a half south of Charlotte, was held the _first Court_ 

of Mecklenburg county. Abraham Alexander, the Chairman of the Mecklenburg 

Convention of the 20th of May, 1775, and Colonel Thomas Polk, its "herald 

of freedom" on the same occasion, were then prominent and influential 

members of this primitive body of county magistrates. Near the residence 

of Thomas Spratt is one of the oldest private burial grounds in the county, 

in which his mortal remains repose. Here are found the grave-stones of 

several members of the Spratt, Barnett and Jack families, who intermarried; 

also those of the Binghams, McKnights, and a few others. On the head-stone 

of Mary Barnett, wife of William Barnett, it is recorded, she died on the 

4th of October, 1764, aged forty-five years. 

 

A hickory tree, ten or twelve inches in diameter, is now growing on this 

grave, casting around its beneficent shade. The primitive forest growth, 

once partially cut down, is here fast assuming its original sway, and 

peacefully overshadowing the mortal remains of these early sleepers in this 

ancient graveyard. 

 



The descendants of William Barnett and Jane Jack were: 1. Annie 

Barnett, married James Jack, third son of Captain James Jack, of 

Mecklenburg memory, whose genealogy has been previously given. 2. 

Samuel Barnett, married, 1st, Eliza Joyner; descendants: 1. Jane 

Barnett, married A.S. Wingfield. 2. Sarah J. Barnett, married 

Alexander Pope, Sen. Descendants of Samuel Barnett (second marriage)and 

Elizabeth Worsham were: 1. Samuel Barnett (Washington, Ga.),married 

Elizabeth A. Stone. Descendants: 1. Annie Barnett, married Rev. William 

S. Bean. 2. Frank W. 3. Samuel (Davidson College.) 4. Osborne S. 5. Edward 

A. 6. Hattie A.; and 7. Susan Barnett. 

 

The descendants of John Jack and Mary Barnett were: 1. Ann Jack, 

married Moses Wiley. 2. Mary A. Jack, married John J. Barnett. 3. Dr. Thomas 

Jack. 4. John Jack. 5. Samuel Jack, married Annie Leslie. 6. Susan Jack, 

married Alexander Bowie, formerly Chancellor of Alabama. 

 

The descendants of Moses Wiley and Ann Jack were: 1. Leroy M. Wiley. 2. 

Mary Wiley, married Thomas Baxter. 3. Thomas Wiley. 4. Eliza Wiley, married 

Mr. Carnes. 5. Sarah Ann, married John R. Hays. 6. Laird Wiley; and 7. Jack 

Wiley. 

 

The descendants of Susan Barnett and George W. Smart were five 

children, of whom only two arrived at the years of maturity, Albert W. and 

Thomas B. Smart. 

 

George W. Smart represented Mecklenburg county in the House of Commons in 

1805, and again in 1808. He died in May, 1810. Mrs. Smart survived her 

husband many years, and was one of the _remarkable women_ of her age. She 

was long known and highly esteemed in Mecklenburg and surrounding country 

for her general intelligence, ardent piety, and retentive memories of 

Revolutionary events. At the great gathering of delegates and people in 

Charlotte, on the 20th of May, 1775, she was 

present (then thirteen years old), and still retained a distinct 

recollection of some of the thrilling scenes of that memorable 

occasion, not the least of which was "the throwing up of hats," in the 

universal outburst of applause, when the resolutions of independence were 

read by Colonel Thomas Polk, from the Court-house steps. 

 

She died on the 28th of November, 1851, aged ninety years, and is 

buried, with other members of the family, in a private cemetery on her own 

farm, nine miles from Charlotte, on the Camden road. It should be stated, 

the grandfather of L.M. Wiley and others, (John Jack) was a cousin and not 

a brother, as some have supposed, of Capt. James Jack, of Charlotte. 

 

Our prescribed limits forbid a more extended genealogical, notice of the 

Barnett family and their collateral connections, many of whom performed 

a conspicuous part in the Revolutionary War. Capt. William Barnett was a 

bold, energetic officer, and was frequently engaged, with his brothers, 

and other ardent spirits of Mecklenburg, in that species of partisan warfare 

which struck terror into the Tory ranks, checked their atrocities, and gave 

celebrity to the dashing exploits of Col. Sumpter and his brave associates. 

 



Mary Jack, third daughter of Patrick Jack, of Charlotte, married 

Captain Robert Alexander, of Lincoln county, who emigrated from 

Pennsylvania to North Carolina about 1760. He commanded a company 

during the Revolution, in the Cherokee expedition, under General 

Rutherford; acted for several years as Commissary, and performed other 

minor, but important trusts for the county. He was one of the early band 

of patriots who met at Newbern on the 25th of August, 1774, and again 

attended the Convention at Hillsboro, on the 21st of August,1775. After 

the war, he settled on his farm, one mile northwest of Tuckasege Ford, on 

the Catawba River. His residence was long a general stopping-place for 

travelers, and painted red--hence, it was widely known as the "Red House 

Place." 

 

He was elected to the State Legislature consecutively from 1781 to 1787; 

and acted, for many years, as one of the magistrates of the county, showing 

the general acceptance with which his services were held. He died in 1813, 

aged about seventy years, and is buried in Goshen graveyard, Gaston county, 

N.C. His descendants by the first wife, Mary Jack, were: 1. Margaret, 

married Judge Samuel Lowrie; 2. Lillis, married Capt. James Martin; 3. 

Robert W., married Louisa Moore; 4. Mary, married, 1st. James J. Scott, 

and 2nd. General John Moore; 5. Annie, married John Sumter, (nephew of Gen. 

Sumter.) His descendants by the second wife, Margaret Reily, were: 1. Eliza 

2. Evaline; 3. Amanda, married Dr. J.C. Rudisill, of Lincolnton. 

 

Descendants of Judge Lowrie and Margaret Alexander were: 1. Mary, 

married Dr. David R. Dunlap, of Charlotte; 2. Eliza, died unmarried;3. 

Margaret, do.; 4. Lillis, married B. Oates; 5. Robert B., married Ann Sloan; 

6. Samuel, married Mary Johnson. 

 

Margaret Jack, fourth daughter of Patrick Jack, married Samuel Wilson,of 

Mecklenburg. (For his descendants, see "Genealogy of Samuel Wilson,Sr.") 

 

Lillis Jack, the fifth and youngest daughter of Patrick Jack, married Joseph 

Nicholson. He left the State, and is reported as having a family of six 

children, but of their subsequent history little is known. 

 

Colonel Patrick Jack, a brave and meritorious officer under the 

Colonial Government, and during the Revolutionary war, was the son of 

Charles Jack, who lived on the Conococheague river, near Chambersburg, Pa., 

and was probably the brother of Patrick Jack, of Charlotte, N.C., whose 

family history has just been given. 

 

Colonel Jack lived an active and adventurous life, and was born about 1730. 

He was much engaged, when a young man, in assisting to subdue the Indians 

in Pennsylvania, and commanded a company of Rangers, under Generals 

Braddock and Washington, in the Indian and French war of 1755. He also 

commanded a regiment, and participated actively in the Revolutionary War. 

He was in the Cherokee country many years anterior to the Revolution. 

 

He was at the massacre of the garrison in Fort London, on the 

Tennessee River in 1760, and was one of three persons who survived,his life 

having been saved through the influence of the Indian chief, 



Atta-kulla-kulla, the "Little Carpenter." He had three children; Mary, 

Jane, and John Finley Jack. John was educated at Dickinson College, 

Carlisle, Pa. He studied law, and emigrated to Knoxville, then the capital 

of Tennessee, where he soon acquired eminence, and a lucrative practice 

in his profession. He afterward removed to Rutledge, in Grainger county, 

East Tennessee, where he associated himself in the same profession with 

his brother-in-law, the late General John Cocke, a son of General William 

Cocke, one of the distinguished characters in the early history of 

Tennessee. He took a prominent part in the politics of the country, filled 

the offices of Circuit Clerk, State's Attorney, served several times in 

both branches of the Legislature, and was finally elected Circuit Judge, 

which position he held for many years. When the infirmities of old age 

impeded his activity and usefulness, he retired from public life to his 

plantation near Bean's Station, East Tennessee, where he ended his days. 

 

He was a profound lawyer, a Judge of great purity of character, of remarkable 

discrimination and integrity of purpose, evinced through a long, useful, 

and honorable life. He was a hard student, possessed fine colloquial powers, 

and was a man of eminent learning and research. 

 

Judge John F. Jack married Elizabeth, next to the youngest daughter of 

General William Cocke, previously mentioned, who was a Captain in the 

Revolutionary War, a companion of Daniel Boon from western North Carolina 

across the Alleghany mountains to the "wilderness of Kentucky," a prominent 

actor in the establishment of the "Frankland Government," one of the first 

Senators to Congress from the new State of Tennessee, and afterward, one 

of the Circuit Judges of that State. 

 

He served in the Legislatures of Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee and 

Mississippi. At the advanced age of sixty-five years, he volunteered in 

the war of 1812, and distinguished himself for his personal courage. He 

died on the 8th of August, 1828, in the eighty-seventh year of his age, 

universally lamented, and is buried in Columbus, Mississippi. 

 

It has been previously stated that Col. Patrick Jack, the father of Judge 

John F. Jack, led an active and adventurous life. One of these adventures 

will be now narrated. 

 

In Dr. Ramsey's "Annals of Tennessee," page 68, we have this record: 

 

     "A grant, signed Arthur Dobbs, Governor of North Carolina; 

     William Beamer, Sen., Superintendent and Deputy Adjutant in 

     and for the Cherokee Nation; and William Beamer, Jun., 

     Interpreter; and the 'Little Carpenter,' half king of the 

     Cherokee Nation of the over-hill towns; and Matthew Toole, 

     Interpreter, made to Captain Patrick Jack, of the province 

     of Pennsylvania, is recorded in the Register's office of 

     Knox county, Tennessee. It purports to have been made at a 

     council held at Tennessee River, on the 1st of March, 1757. 

     The consideration is four hundred dollars, and conveys to 

     Capt. Jack _fifteen miles square_ south of the Tennessee 

     river. The grant itself, confirmatory of the purchase by 



     Jack, is dated at a general council, met at the Catawba 

     River, on the 7th of May, 1762, and is witnessed by 

     Nathaniel Alexander." 

 

Upon this speculative transaction it is proper to make a few 

explanatory remarks. About 1750, East Tennessee was beginning to be settled 

by adventurous individuals, principally from western North Carolina, 

south-western Virginia, and occasionally from more northern colonies. The 

Indians were still regarded as the rightful owners and proper "lords of 

the soil." At the date of the council held at the Tennessee River in 1757, 

only that portion of the country north of that stream had become sparsely 

settled, but soon thereafter purchases of land were sometimes made directly 

from the Indian chiefs themselves, as in the above instance, and settlements 

of whites speedily followed. Matthew Toole, one of the parties named, had 

lived among the Cherokee Indians, and taken to "bed and board," as a wife, 

one of the swarthy damsels of that tribe--hence his qualification as 

interpreter. He lived on the eastern bank of the Catawba river, in 

Mecklenburg county, giving origin to the name of the ford which still bears 

his name. Nathaniel Alexander, the subscribing witness, was then an acting 

magistrate of the county, and a man of extensive influence. 

 

Colonel Patrick Jack, the father of Judge John F. Jack, died in 

Chambersburg, Pa., on the 25th of January, 1821, aged ninety-one 

years. His daughter, Jane Stewart, died in 1853, also aged ninety-one years. 

His daughter Mary (never married) died on the 29th of May, 1862, aged 

eighty-five years. 

 

The family of Judge John F. Jack consisted of eight children, of whom,at 

the present time (1876) only four are living, viz.: Martha Mariah (Mrs. 

Dr. Rhoton), of Morristown, East Tennessee; William Pinkney Jack, of 

Russelville, Ala.; John F. Jack, of West Point Mississippi, both worthy 

and eminent lawyers in their respective locations; and Sarah Anne (Mrs. 

Dr. Carriger), of Morristown, Tenn. Few persons, in the early history of 

East Tennessee, were held in as great estimation, and filled with universal 

acceptance as many important positions of public trust as Judge John F. 

Jack. The county seat of justice of Campbell county, Jacksboro, was named 

in his honor, and his descendants should hold in cherished remembrance his 

purity of life and unsullied integrity of character. 

 

 

Source: Sketches of Western North Carolina, Historical and Biographical 

by Author: C. L. Hunter 
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