MECKLENBURG COUNTY. 147
COIL. WILLIAM JOHNSTON.

One of the foremost citizens of Mecklenburg county, who
was born in Lincoln county March g, 1817, and belonged to
cne-of the best families in that county. He was educated at
the University of the State. He studied law under Judge
R. M. Pearson, was licensed in 1842, and located in Char-
lotte, where he continued to reside to the end of his life. His
residence was somewhat of the olden style, very large and
roomy and elegant.

He was an ardent Whig during the decade preceding the
war between the States, and with great.ardor espoused the
cause of the South. In 1856 he assumed the presidéncy of
the Charlotte & South Carolina® Railroad Co., and by his
ability as a financier and manager, put the road in a prosper-
ous condition.. This road proved of great benefit to the
Confederate government during the war until destroyed by

Sherman in 1865. <

In 1859 Col. Johnston inaugurated the Atlantic, Tennes-
see & Ohio Railroad, and completed forty-six miles of con-
struction, when the war came on and put a'stop to the work.
Col. Johnston was an ardent supporter of the Southern
Cause. He was twice sent as a delegate to the conventions
called for the purpose of considering IFederal relations, and
at both he strongly advocated North Carolina withdrawing
from the Union.

In March, 1862, he was a candidate for Governor, but he
had as an opponent Zebulon B. Vance, then a colonel in the
Confederate army, by whom he was defeated. He, how-
ever, rendered the Confederacy throughout the war great
service in the transportation of men, ammunition and sup-
plies. At the close of the war he succeeded in getting the
Charlotte, Columbia & Augusta road completed from
Columbia to Augusta, and to-day it stands as a monument
to his sagacity and business ability. The story of Presi-
dent Davis’ arrival in Charlotte, and the startling news it
was destined he should hear in this city, is known by the
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reversed. As a judge he ranked amongst the foremost o¥
the State. "

As a citizen, Charlotte was proud of him. A genial man,
upright in ail the walks of his life, both private and public,
his death is a loss to the State and will be mourned not only
by Charlotte, but by every town and hamlet in the State.
He was graduated at the University in 1840, delivering the

. salutatory address; was admitted to the bar in 1842 ;“prac-

ticed in Lincoln and the mountain district. At the beginning
of the Civil War he was elected captain of a volunteer com-
pany in Hendersonville, and served in that capacity in Vir-
ginia until he was elected Judge. In 1870 he was nominated
by the Democratic party for Attorney-General pn the ticket
with Hon. A. S. Merrimon, candidate for Governor, etc.,
and was the only Democrat elected. He practiced law in
Charlotte from 1872 to 1881, when he was appointed by
Governor Jarvis judge of the Superior Court to succeed
Hon. David Schenck. IHe was re-elected for eight years in
1882. He was a member of the Legislature before the war.

He was twice married, first to Catherine Cameron; see-
ond, to Margaret Iredell, daughter of James Iredell, at one
time Governor of North Carolina and United States Sena-
tor.

“Judge Shipp was one of the best informed lawyers in the -
State. He had a marked legal mind, he reasoned closely,
and as a jurist was eminent. He had no superior on the
bench. He was fond of history and literature of our lan-
guage, especially the standard works. He was interesting
and alive in conversation, and had much wit and humor.”

The Charlotte bar met and attended his funeral in a body,
and passed appropriate resolutions on the great loss they
had sustained in the death of Judge Shipp. But his useful-
ness was not confined to Mecklenburg county, but extended
to all parts of the State. He died in 189o0.
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