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and unnatural light. Then the sun, like a mighty giant,
threw off the black mantle and came forth in all his strength,
beauty and majesty, rejoicing our hearts with some glorious
beams that had been hid for a time. And thus, as our friend
was a star of the first magnitude, we contemplate his death
as a temporary eclipse, and believed that when the shadows
of earth have passed away, the brilliant intellect that dazzled
us below, will shine out with renewed effulgence above.

-

,
REV. JOHN HUNTER.

Of this worthy pioneer have descended a number of min-
- isters of the Associated Reformed Presbyterian Church.

Rev. John Hunter was the son of Thomas Hunter, a godly
and pious man. He first saw the light if Mecklenburg
county, N. C., November 13, 1814. Graduating at Jeffer-
son, Pa., September, 1841, license was granted by the First
Presbytery April 17, 1843. His first pastorate was over
Back Creek, Prosperity and Gilead, this county, being sol-
emnly ordained and installed July 24, 1844. For three years
beginning in 1855, he served a colony mostly of Mecklen-
burgers in Alleghany county, N. C. In September, 1858,
he began his ministry at Sardis and was formerly installed
January 11, 1850,

His ministry was very successful. To the west in 1874,
Ebenezer was built, now self-suppporting and ministered
unto by the able and judicious Dr. G. R. White.

On the east in 1886, Thyatira was erected. In this new
and ificompleted building occurred his death stroke and last
effort to preach. In March, 1886, after singing and prayer,

=" Luther, infant of Annie-and E.- B, Williams, was baptized.
His text, I Cor,, 13:13, was given out, but after proceeding
a few minutes, his voice faltered and ran lower. As he
seemed to be falling, his son, Dr. L. W. Hunter, and others
eased him down. Being partially paralized, he succeeded in
making them understand he wanted the 23rd Psalm sung.
This was the first service in Thyatira, and his last effort to
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preach—a dedication of sacrifice. He lingered for some
four years npemng for that heaven to which he had so often
directed sorrowing hearts and fell asleep in Jesus May 16,
3890. He was thrice married. First to Miss Isabella H.
Peoples July 18, 1843. His second marriage was to Mrs.
Martha Simonton Bell December 10, 1861. A third mar-
riage was contracted with Miss Mary Ann McDill October
.~ 9#1866. Rev. John Hunter had much of the spirit of John
Knox, fearless, with the courage of his convictions, consci-
entious and scrupulously upright in his dealings, popular as
a preacher and loyal to his church, he lived respected -and
trusted and died devout, men-carried his mortal remains to *
the grave and made great lamentations over him. . >

THE HUNTER FAMILY.

Rev. William May Hunter, son of R. B. and Rebecca W.
Hunter, was born February 1, 1850; sought the ministry
from inclination ; took a full course, literary and theological,
at Due West, S. C. Dr. W. M. Grier gave him a diploma
July 10, 1872, the First Presbytery license September 8,
1874, and the same court ordaination in the chapel, Char-
lotte, N. C., October 19, 1875. The first three years were
spent in Charlotte, reinforced with a judicious help meet
and prudent wife September 11, 1877, one year was spent
in Georgia; ten years in Iredell county, N. C., as pastor of
Stirling and Elk Shoal; ten more years in Mecklenburg as

. pastor of Prosperity and in the faculty of the Huntersville
High School, and also Gilead. He now is stated supply of
R Lebanon, Monroe county, West Virginia.

Robert Boston Hunter, lately gone to his reward, July 17,
1902, aged 83 years, 11 months and, 8 days, wedded Janu-
ary 9, 1845, to Rebecca Wilson Jones, a woman of tireless
energy and devoted piety. They climbed in fortune and
favor, zeal for the church and devotion to their children.
One characteristic of R. B. Hunter was his choice of good
company. He abhorred the low and the base. To his hos-
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pitable home he welcomed piety and intelligence. Another
was his tireless industry. If he prospered, it was the reward
of toil and foresight. He and his devoted wife were ex-
cceedingly zealous that their children be trained in hand,
mind and heart for life. The poor did not stretch out their
hands to him in vain, the wives of soldiers in the Civil War
were the special objects of his favor.—Contributed by Rev.
W. M. Hunter.

[The first of the large Hunter family that came to this
country, that is to Mecklenburg county, was about 1760.
Like all others, they followed farming, and were not differ-
ent from other people. They have made wonderful strides .
in education in the last fifty years. They are a quiet, law-
abiding people. Prosperity is one of their oldest churches,—
EDITOR. ] ‘




