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,,,,,,,, DEBORAH SAMPOON GAUNETT

_The one Woman QI_th__gzp]ution o

,”womanwofm;haARevolution.'No‘Monqggg; stands t6 tell the world of-

¢

gpot marked by a simple whita stone and a weaping willow. Very fow

_the genarations of what she did. For one day's fearless action

, In a paaceful llttle graveyard at Sharon, Massachusetts is ﬁ

.

who pasgs that spot know that beneath that stobe liesthe bravest —

her desds and no history holds her name, yet the Deborah Gaunett,

whose namé.iéhg;éiéﬁ\Upon the stone, deserves a monument to tell

Molly fitchefﬁgg@ Barbara Fristchie have had their deeds sung in

of William Bradford and a descendant of Miles Standish and John

dbravery so fine and couraga 80 dauntless as to win the praise of

‘dstermination, and force of character. Her father was lost at sea

song and told in Story,'}e%‘Daborah Sampson, such was her maiden

name , who servsd thraa years 1n the Revolutionary War with a

General Washington, passes unnoticed.

.

' She was born in Plympton,'Masa{; Doé;;l?, 1760. Af§randdaushtar

P

Alden, Deboreh Sampson came rightly by her herltage of bravary,

and,hﬁw;mother wae‘forced'to put hsr children out to the neimhborh.'

Eeborah was adopted by Mrs. Fullor and when five years of agc but

W I

_allowed to indulge her\pasaion for study.

to work halr of hez?tlme 1n a family and apsnd the remainder in

s a&red I e rvw*i%ﬁfﬁ‘aﬁd Teboreh - wWas" uunnﬁ”;ﬁﬁﬁ

Jeremlah Thomas, where she was'trsatéd with evsry kindness and

At the agc of sixteen she—became hﬂr own mlstreas and cngaged

school. She was & rsmarkable student anﬁ/everythlng daep and pro-g
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T that. uaq ‘gald gnd dm@ae “From tha t,gma m was daclared Dehgrah' o

“and would fiing herself into the very midst of ths fight for ]

felt the. gsneral unrest ‘and acquired a thorough knowledge of all

P

ﬁ,',f,nytyg@ ntl qgguj L8 v&@%@"
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After hsaring the news of the battle of Bunker Hlll Deborah‘
decision was made to become & soldier and 4in her 1maginltion she
could hear the sound of gune. Bhe revealed her plans to nons but

had decided she would give he# life and efforts to her country -

11berty. Nith & small sum of money whieh sha had saved from aoll-

1ng ctickans shn bought wool and wove her -uit and other elathl'

in sacrst. When all was finiahad she told her emp%oysr‘ahs“viﬁ

- zo0ing to sagek émployment in Boaston and 8¢t off with her clothes in

 man as a young lady in the family fell 1in 10“ ‘With ber..

N

a2 bundls .

Deborah changed her garments in the woode and ceame forth a man

_to all appearances, She made her way to Billingham where she at

‘once enlisted in a recrulting party under thi name of Robert

the Company of Captain Thayer. Ths Captaln took a desp 1ngeﬁest 1n

Robert Shurtléff and gave her a home in his own femily. Here

Deborah“wiperienced“tﬁg first sensation at playing the part of &

-
.Tpa COmpany was ordered from Worcester to West Pglnt whero it
was dlvided and Robsrt Shurtleff was assigned to the "OLd Ninth

Mass. Rygiment"” commamded by Colonel Henry Jeoksou of Bostome .
a8 e .

_ She now received her -equipment and her -duty was to clean her gun i

and exerclse once each morning in the drill and at four each arter-

noon in the grand perade$4An Anfantry uniform took the place of Lhn®w_ﬂ

home spun suit and a gun and bayonet, cartridg}\box and a hanger




——compiITed thy mITitary outfit. Th2 zirl S0ldiér made @ singular- . .

Pags Thres

1y attractive youth in her-hamdsome upiform. She was tall and car=-

——

“ried hersslf ‘supbarbly with ersct ‘shoulders and finely poised heada
She had strong regular feathres, -clear, pens trating syses and ;”
fresh complexion. She was f@ll of life and vigor and had great
distiction ef besaring. She learned her manuél guickly and won the

immediete admiration-and praise of hsr superior officers,

In the first balltle a soldier next to her was Shot and BRe

agh 2
Still she felt no fear and feundrfighting an agreeable employment.

.ascaped with two shots %h?@&ghwh@?uﬁsﬁﬁwaﬁﬁ ons T.08D6
‘When for several wesks the army would be employed throwing up
bregst-works in anticipation of a grest battle the lebor proved
nearly too much for the womaen soldlerﬁ otill she hever complained.

8he 1sd many scouting perties, slways inspifing the others by herp

utter fearlessness,
one T
On- /of these @xp@ditiona she was wounded twice. She begged

her comrad@@nta leave her as she pr@f@rr@ﬁ to die rather than enter
a hospital for fear her seoret would be discovered. They refused,

howaver, anﬁ carrisd h@r back on a*horsam

_“‘draaq ‘har . gndgwshﬁmpoiﬁigd t@ Ahe_one on. ‘her h@&d but _sald nothe

Awiﬁéwg%;aéwiﬁeﬂoéhav@ Aft@r h@ 1sft she extracted the bullet from
her hip with @& pen knife. This wound never haal@d'@ntir@ly ans she
felt the effscts of 1t the remainder of her 1life.

Aftér her gecovery Gongral Patterson chose her Tor his ate:
tendant snd aids, which honor was conferred upon her @s a reward
for her herolsm and fidelity. 3he inspired the Genérai’s da@pest

. edmiretion and scoompatied him whersver 1w went. In Phlladelphis

shefell 4111 with am epidemic that was among the troops. She was
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ncAglateﬁ vhs mi}itﬂr? oat¢ite Tb? airl soldier mad@ a singulara

xiy sttractive you%h in her ‘hamd some unif@rma bh@ wa g tall anﬁ cap=

She had strong regular feathres,
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-clear, psnetfating ayes and a

fresh complexion. She was full of 1ifs and vigor and had great

distiction of bsaring. She learned h@f manual qulckly and won the

immediate admiration and praise of her supsrior officers.

In the fir@% balltle 2 soldier next to her was shot and s
ascapad with two'shéts through her coat and one through

Still she felt no fear and found fighting en agﬁ@g&ml@ @mpl@ym@m@w

R
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When for several w@ekl the army would be @mpl@y@d throwing up

bregst-works in anti@ipati@ﬁ of a grest battle the labor proved

nearly too mush for the woman soldisr. Still-she never complained.

’She‘léﬁ'm@ny scouting partises,

utier fearl@ssnsss@
one

-glways inspiring the others by har

On /of th@s@ @Xp@ditions she was wounded twice. She begged

her comradea,§@,laaV@ her as she p?@f@??@ﬂ 'to die rather than enter

a hospital for fear her secret would-be ﬁiscovaﬁedg Tney refused,

how@v@rglanﬁ carrisd her back on a horse. When the surgeon came %o

e

drsss her wounde sh@ ﬁa&nﬁ@d to the ong on her head but sald noth-

s

ing Bbout the OLHET. ATLeT he 1o
ber hip with & pen knife. This wound never healed sntire
felt the effscts of 1t the remainder of her 1ife.

After h@?A§@C§V@F? Ganéraleatiarson chose hér for his a&t~:

tendant and aide, which honor was conferred upon her a8 & Peward

for her haroism and fidelity .

adrirgtion and &c@@mp&ﬂisé bim wherever b@rw&nﬁ@ In Phila@@lphi@m,
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She inspilred the General's deepest

she fell 111 with am epidemic that was among the troops. She was
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womarily gentleness. and‘psaoefulness from this timévene She
taught school four years. Then she married Beniamin Gaun@t% of

Sharon9 Mas-&@husetts, and had tbr@e ehildrsne Aft@r Gsnsral wfwww

Shurtl@ff to viglt him, Sgsnaccsptsd and was treated with the

g?éah@st honors by the Presiéent and residents of Washington.
Sheblivsd to be sisty-seven y@afs’of age and died. in Sharomn

in 1827, She r@@@i@@& aspension from ths gov%fﬁm@nt thraugh@g%

" her 1ife and h@r'husbaﬁ who surviwd her voted &

ny years

es8s after her death, H@r granasgn§ Benjanin

pension by Cong

Gaunett, now lives or did until affsw years ago ino Sharon in

0ld estete which was Deborah’s home. In the yerd stanis am old
tree which she planted, having Brought 1t from Plymouth at the
time of her marriags.

Few remembsr Deborah Gaunett but her unfluence is still felt

and nothing but through the gensrations

since sh@ was laid to r@lt in the little

v@ym‘ﬁ where the sun

still shin@a and @h@ snow a%ill ?@sts ‘on her gimpl@ ETave .

Helen Louise Jackson - S—

Washington Court House Chapter, DAR ‘ -
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