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Jeffersen Davis. -

Jeflerson Davis was bora in Christian

county, ientucky, June 3, 1808 During ‘l‘;

his childhood his father remov.d to the

state of Missiseippl. He graduated frem el

ibe West Ppiot Military Acadewy in 1828 | *

and served with distinotion against the ln-|

disns nntil 1835, when he resigned his com- h|

wission, returned to Mississippi and mar 'l

ried the daughter of Gen. Taylor, afterwarde

President of the Caised States. He became ::

a cotton planter and continued in the busi
riees udﬁrl%a, when he intereated himself h
in politics as & .democrat, and took a prumi L
nent part in the election of Polk lHe was

sent to the House in 1845 snd took an im- !
portant part in the debates on the tanff, the | *
Oregon question, the preparaiions for the
Mexican war, ete. Upon the breaking ou
of this contest, he was elected colone! of the
Mississippi regiment of volunteers, when he
resigned h's seat in Congress, and  joined
the army of General Taylor on the Rio
Gresde. He was engaged in the storming
of Monterey and the battle of Buena Vista
At the close of the war he was offered by
President Polk the rank of Brigadier Gen-
eral of volunteers, but declined it. In 1847
he was elected Senator for Mismssippi  Io
1850 li» bi came chairman of the committee
on military affairs, and was distinguished vy
the energy with which he defended slavery,
and by his zealous advocacy of State Rights
In 1851 he resigned hi¥ seat in the dSenate to
enter upon & canvass for Franklin Vierce,
who, on being elected President, appointed
Mr Davis Secretary ot War. e was again
elected Senator in 1858, but the election of
Lincoln in 1880 and the sonsequent seces:
sion  movement, caused him to withdraw.
When tl.e movement received eshape and
for.n he was choten Provisional President ot
the Cenfederste Btates February 4th, 186..
In 1862 huI" elecied as President for six
years. Aft8r the {all of Richmond President
Davis, whi’e cndeavoring to make his escape,

-

pides,

was captured Irwinswille, Georgia, May

most 1ok, 1805, and remaioed s prisoner at For-

nris
Such
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tess Monrve fortwo years awaiting trinl
He was released on bail in the summer of
1807 and all procec Jings against him discon-
linued He visited Europe, becams presi
dent of & life insurance company and io
1891 wrote “Ihe Rese and fall of the Con
[ederacy.
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