Causey's Care (pronounced Cleare)

Because of the lost records of James City County, genealogists are
constantly researching around that country endeavering to learn more
about its first settlers. Nathaniel Causey was an old soldier who came to
Virginia in the first Supply vessel early in 1608.

It was on December 10, 1620 that he obtained a land grant which he
started developing as a private plantation. From all indications, that
plantation was located to the east of West and Shirley Hundred on the
north side of the James River.

During the year of 1624 Causey sat on the Assembly, presumably
represeing Jordan's Journey where his residence was listed. He was among
the 31 who signed the Assembly's reply to the declaration of charges
against the Smith administration of the Colony made by Alderman Johnson
and others. His plantation, Causey's Care was across the river from Jordan's
Journey and for years served as a landmark of the vicinity. Causey appears
occasionally in the court records as when on May 23, 1625, he assumed a
debt and obligation to "Doctor Pott" which required the delivery of "one
barrel of Indian corne" to "James Cittie at the first cominge downe of the
next boate."

Another land entry appears on May of 1625 for 200 acres of land. At the
time, his wife was Thomasine who had also come to the in 1609 where she
resided without about five servants.

However, the Indian massacre of 1622 changed the lives of the early
settlers rather dramatically. Causey was reported as being " cruelly
wounded, and the salvages about him, with an axe did cleave one of their
heads, whereby the rest fled and he escaped."



