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DEDICATION.

To the C/n'///rr/z aof Madison and Mary C Relf -

The Israelites, in- thejr journeyings through the wilder-
ness, were guided by a piltar of cloud by day and a pillar
of fire by night. God provided these unmistakable eyi-
dences of His love and protection in order that they might
know that they were the chgsen of-the-Ford———~""
This little volume ig dedicated 10 you in order that the
irreproachable example of your loving father ‘and mother
Mmay guide you safely through this world,

e ToE Avutnor.
November, 188 7.
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~hivalrous sons of the

“The subject of this sketch ig
the most remarkable men of our
those

#oizing the opportunities of the hour

und utilizing them
for his ow

n promotion and for the good of-others, and

thus becoming a true benefuctor of the human race,

Coming upon the stage of astion

at the time, and
tinder-the

circumatinees raurr(junding

him, his name
go to make up the roll of honored héroes of this
-beautiful und beloved-Southland—
the

will

history of the sons of Georgia as one who did 'much
from a vory humble beginning to

add to the lustre of
his native State.

As a representative of the brave and
South and of that apen-hearted,
#enerous hospitality that characterizes the
people, he muy be said 1o have few
hig contemporaries.

Southern
superiors among

, in some respects, one of

times ;. possessing -
noble traits of charscter and of mind capable of

and Will ¥emuain in

“He was born to be a leader, and w

as a loader of
thought and action, in public

and in private life, during .

4
and after the war between tho States ; and in many of

ytrit

{he enterprises that ?01
time to the internal impro
Georgia. S
He took an active intere
’ P a

during 1ho late civil war,

“

unhappy str
Recounstructio
the means MOBL |

Srate to its proper 8

nggle bocame
n meusures,
ikoly tof
tatus

Union. - .
When this had been a

: i I§
position of bigh trustu

gerved acceptably lo. all
_the most rigid seratiny 2
conduct of-all who aho\‘d
this period, \3) Lhc‘ Siate
:zdministmtign, “his ,C\,‘f”
without the slightes .
The individuality 0(.
t 1'nH§chm-mm

L rep

¢ 'ui;y ac :
dischurge the full m
with o

east

patriotic citizen, )
Srate and that ultm(‘:‘ Wi
in. contect with him,
wpubﬁc officer;-or-—as-2-]
po truthfully assertad, |
favored with guch a he

. . m
quirements 10 the m
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{be cnterprises that contribute 80 much ot the present
time to the internal improvement and development of
Georgia.

He took an active interest in the Cause of the South
during the late civil war, and at the termination of tha
unhappy struggle became an earpest supporter of the
Reconstruction meusures, ) proposcd by Congress, U8

the means most likely to secure the restoration of the

Siate to its proper slatild B8 @ member of the Federa) -

Upion. e . o
When this had been accomplisbed, be wus colled 68
position ot high irust and responsibility, in which he
served ucccpmbly to all parties; and, potwithstauding
. the most rigid serutiny and investigation of the official
conduct of atl who held official station of any kind, at
this Period, by the SLuLcﬁuthoriL'\cs of the. succeeding
adminierat;)n, his character wus Jeft unsullied and
without the rﬂighLeSL Vru-;i)x;o:ich. B S
The individuality of nis character, evincing i his
eve;‘y u’«fL & f'uH'(wchcrminzxtion Lo do exactly Tight, and to
dischurge the fall measure of his duty asan honest and
patriotic citizen; with-an cyé'aingle to the good of the
SQtate and tbat alone, was irﬁprca.ﬂ.ed upoen all who came
Jin eontact with him, cither as o roldier, politician,

;)ilﬁli'c officor; OF—&k-0 private citigen.  Indeed, it may

kind and charitable

be truthfully assertod, that comps ratively few men are

favored with such & happy combination of mental de-

quirements in the management of affaire ar Major”

Mapigon BELL.

o N S

I - .
tis the intention of the writer

and intimat l1m e
: ntention « een

ly acquaintod with Kim, to p -

s resent, in thi

N i

hittle volume (\VIIMO not with

profit, but for f the cxpectati
, but for future reference for hig of 'lld whon
sitidren

timate friends), a simple

0
portrayal of -
nent incidents of hig life: & wyal of the most i
e ﬂn(;)tl::i hig life; and it is hoped Lhahp::j:ﬂl1
tion will :Lp[vnw;i::}’:lo h"m ot of nutural uflec
s ¢ the impulse thus moving the write
is brief sketch of one who hu: cver ll)‘”u

,and in no sense false to :111): Lrlietn




- ‘ ' CHAPTER 1.

James Bell, g son of Thomas Be”, the grurndfin‘,t‘hsr of
Madison Bell, was a natjve of Pcnnsylvnnia,und moved
to Virginia, where Msajor John Bell, the father of -
. . Madison-wag -born. - T ST
Major Johp Bell, whiey quite a young man, wont (o
South Carolina, where he engaged in businoegs, Hero
be became acquainted with gnq married Miss Narcigsa
8 T Lockard, u lady who hag been born -and regred in o
Chester District of that State, ' -
While living in-Souh Carolina the older members of
Major John Belj's family were horn, viz:.John,L.,BeH, L
- ’ Charner Bell (who diag while an infant) Aaron Bel,
Mary P. Bell, and William R. Bell,

1

While the: last r:b.ined—~[’.ichard, us he was caljod—
“Was yetan-infant, the family moved 1o Georgis and
settled “on e “watepy of Grove riveriy Hall (now

Banks) county, during the carly settling of this portion
of -the State, aiig engaged in farming, . At place
-»Majo‘r-;rom"ﬁeirﬂamiry’

) - ) ' wore born, viy. Harrict, Narcigua, Anderson w.,

| ‘ ) ‘ Madison, and -Allen J,, Madison being born‘on'ths 25th

SRS S rf-bELl‘emﬂining—rmembcrx'o{‘
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June, 1836, It will thus be soen that !\.i:u,d'\;ocr;
- otile :eve)mh gon born o them, and on this plas
was
" Ww:! pﬂ;;l};ir::etﬂs yet a small boy, hi,-'a- fmher‘
e b far: his birth, become interested in some
e ot lve or thirteen miles nothwest and o‘n
o o atio‘::d:w(e)f the Chattahoochee river, r:\lovcfl .‘:‘:
B i aed in gold mining
entire family to this place and engag
" ﬁ'”mmg‘ afterward owned entirely by Mujor Jol;n
Tb‘lﬁ pl'a(;e’n and has ever since been known as the
B'M'L VYMI:\ :ﬂnea It is situnted in Hall c(mnty,twel:c)
(-;l.ade . th of the beautiful city of Gu"meavﬂm, on mevc
e d.Ga., the county site of White county,
N m Cie";e;uxrv,ceib of"Bchn, & thriving town on the
m?d o mlAeir-Line railway. Thefarm is rxcfmed dow.n.
Pmdmor'm ‘hills of the Blue Ridge Mountains, and is
e by ome of the most beautiful nug‘\rql
O byfaund in Northeast Georgia. A mr'gc
e ble‘ \?'h the plantation, into which eranxus
. :un:x:l]l;(; :Lreumﬁ. Thig place, at the vme }of
Bev?’:‘ v:jre write (about 1840), was (h:-s(ir)v.m'ed to 1:;
Wh_“‘) le on aceounvof a number of rich deposi
o \vdMuf:dei(: is 6aid that two or three diimonds have
of gold; ¢

rriter knows, was
“reen found-on this-place._One, the W riter '
ean !

. e e
Je of Madison, whoya
y" . (. Bell, an uncle of
found' by Thomas

B WY ‘e ves wn, B‘ . ig dismond was

th At 1 G Th {
riting, I at .Be ) )

) sed from ajor John Beit Dy Dr. Richard Bangs,

pur(lhﬂ. ed § N Bell t 13 11 k

S 1 [ S

of Gainesville, who sent it (o Philadeiphia,
was valued at about two hundred and fifty dollars
The Doctor afterwards had it set in g finger ring and
gave it to his daughter, Susan, now a Mrs. Be

lir}'ing in ALInnLn,'\vho still has it in her possession
wag on exhibition at the

where i

cker,

. It
Cotton Exposition in Atlanta
in 1881, and attracted much attention. Others wore
said to bave been found on the same place, but of these
the writer has no personal knowledge,

From various portious of the country peopleglr

ath-
‘ered in tg engage in

the.rich harvest of the precious
metal, and, as is common ‘with mining
of the rougher and immoral char

acters assembled, and
the moral status was at a low ebb.

districts, many

The country jtrell
Was- sparsely-settled; and ‘the manners and tiabits of
this section at that time were of a very plain and un-
sophisticated character ; at least the uneduc
in tho nmain,
dominated,

ated, and,
the dissipated oleinent of society pre-

But Majnr Jobin Beil was 2 man of very slrong na-

v .
tive intelleet, of irreproachable moral integrity,
above an average in business judgment and ¢

and his wife was an earncst Christi

-and far
apacity ;
an, u warm-hearted,
generous lady, possessing many highly cultivated tal-

ents, and sincerely devoted 1o the wolfare of her chil-

dren; and donbtless the. advantages. of. carly parental.._
¢ in the forma-
ison, notwithstanding

training and restraint had much influenc

tion of the character of young Mad
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oy ﬂnd 8-
. ally prevailing,
il influences gener .
the mauy evi

inlly in this locality o Whit,
P litics, Major Jobn Bell was an old 1(;nd e
olitics, : »
" Ik)x'le his county often elected Whig cunAl o
i ( ' A |
o fcers and members of the General Ass .
e fiice whatever,
idate for any o v er: P
ver was a candi : N
o n'e to devote his time and attention to hx: furmin
rin - e
ferd E‘;rning intercsts and the improvement
and m
S
bomb& ¢ the time Madison was fourtcen yeursboi :i)h;
¢ otk ) i ied abou
'Af ther was stricken with paralysis and d.led N
i u
b: (;lduv afterward, being at the time of}lz;s Ielc B
o . day old. -E
the and one day
n years, three mon ‘ e
se_‘;;’ Zd hi; administration of .the affuirs o ho ot
ot nd her son s ,
ol upor idowod mother a :
e oeine a;puintcd by the Court for the minor
ng

guardians bei ’

children. :
As the writer rememnbers Mrs. B

i ish descent, a lady greatly beloved by .ﬂ”,Wl;Z
“Sh'w}e(i) Modeaty and charity, and perhaps it “::ﬁ
knew her. M ] . ¥ L —
:r to add, domestic qualities, were : "
zzn{ir‘;i:‘acwrimcs of herlife. iSAhe was va‘udblar;l:::iﬁ.
ife; Hoctionate mother; & kind and indulg -
W!fe’mi . - beloved by per servants; and, ulth(‘)ug
e ngaflj b(:\ Ose of-administratrix were ‘fery,dl,fjcr-
ﬂUCh’dmmﬁ us‘lo? Lheuccuéhﬁmed channel of her .hfc,
" hiom Lt'l(;)mf {he estate of her deceased busband in a
b dmp::tia;;cnory to all imerestedr. She lived to be
4munr)0r T - - RS

ell, she was of Scot-

leveled to the Fid

hag wrought through these humble in

-hoochce river, on the road from Ath

I, 7 ST

8iXLy yoars of 8g6, und on the 4th day of May, 1861,
died a peaceful and huppy death, having survived hor
busband for a period of about ten yoars, and wag
‘buried by the side of him_ in Haj county, about
ane and o half miles from the ojq homoabend,
the burying ground being very near Ball's Chapel,
which chureh  had been  erected
Major John Bel, during
numed after him by
cirenit.

in - the main by
his life-time, and which wag
the preacher then in charge of that

The writer liag & sainted mother yo
these old pioncers of Halj county,
the place will linger

sling here among
and the scenery of
in hig memory through life ax ono
of the most sacred Bpots on earth.  Not far from here he
first sgw.the Ilight of day, and at this place he first went,
to schonl to Madison Bell, who wag at that timo just
mérg‘ing into manhood. The building was then be-

ginnivg. ershow‘eigﬂé-»oﬁ»dee&y, and-has-long since beern
round, but apather and more substan-
tial structure has ‘hesn erected negr by, to porpetuate
the rhcmory of those whoae bodieg"'now lie mingling
with the duat, Eternity alone can revoal what God

struments of hig,

This place is situated two miles north of the Chatta-

cos to Cleveland,
The-church gtood just by-the road; 0 tho lefy nan go.
ing north-—g beautiful, lovely 8pot—perfoctly level,

and Burrounded with natural forests, The gravo.yard
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is also near the road, and a littlo south of the old
church, on tho top of & beantiful eminence gently slop-

ing off in sil directions.
Here wo may stand and commune with Naturein her

most lovely aspecta.
ing peaks of the ‘Blus Ridge rangeslil
forms to kiss the flying clouds, and in winter seem to

reach upward, to. mingle with
To the east and south are the dista

Looking to the porth, the tower-

the regions of eternal
__8DNOW. ntriver hills
beyoﬁd the lovely vale of -the Chattahooehee, while a1
ovoen with small

beautiful landscape lios between, interw
not in

farms and orchards, while to the west, though
_gight, is'the old homestead of the Be
already been partially described.
The graves of Major John Boll and wife are cnclosed
together by a handsoine irou railing, giirrounded by &
ctump- of cedars and otber natural grow&hA A neat™
marble ‘headstone bearing the following ingcriptions
atands over ench-grave, while around them sleep the

remaine of many dear frionds and neighbors who haves

followed- then on to the better land :
U

It family, which has  ~

AL !
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tending school, "young Madison obtained a limited
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Isaac Rylee, ;vbo bad marricd Harriet (an elder
wister), was appointed Madison’s guardian, and hfa re-
mained on the farm, plowing and hoeing, and perform-
i‘ng other ordivary labor with the other hands, and o‘r,»
casionally attending such r-'r;hm)lu‘ as were taught in
that immediate neighborhood. -

The houses in which these nchools were taught were
log cu.bius, of a single room or apartment, ro'ugh p!ulnk
floors loosely thrown down, and supplied with no fur-

“niture-except-rough.slab seats constructed on the hench

,or stool order, and witbout backs.

§ i i sr Georgin were
The teaschers of tbat time in upper Georg

generally :mon_of very limited education, very often’

being possessed of no tearning beyond the bare rudi-
ments of common Knglieh branches. They knevfr but
one-thing perfectly, and that was the gr;pf'gpyerfnng a
school by & rigid discipline of force ; and the pupils sel-

dom failed to yield to the eclogquent persuasion of the .

long; keen hickory switch, which usually- Qccnpled' 8
very conspicuous position near the teacher’s chair.
This silent but powerfu] moonitor had, no doubt, a very

salutary restraining inflience upon-the schools of this

“time; but it is surprising to see how slowly the world
;

came to recognize the fact, that intellectual, and not
phymuﬂ forces were the great conservators of this
worid's moralu

In this way, ulL(,rndng between farm work and uat-

-1 S —

knowledge of spelling, reading and writing ; and boing
possessed of an ambitious and aspiring dmpos:txon ha
often studicd hard at nig

ht, and when not at work on

the farm taught some two or three schools in the noigh-

borhoori composcd mainly of young childre
ouc of these schools the writer w

mysterica of the English

n; and in
as first initiated intoth e
langunage, Young Madison
with his brother Richarg,

Ing too small to attend alone, tho
teacher came by on his w

being nnghL'"L Belt’s-Chapel; and-took charge of him~—-
on hix way to school and baek

was at that time boarding

and the writer then bej

a3 10 school, which was then

again.  In this way he
continued to work and study, availing himself of evory
i until-about cighteen
was employed by Mr, Auarvon

possible _means of improvement
years of age, when he
Whelehel as g clerk,
Mro-Whetehohwag o doing Bisined T Gainiesvi Ho B
the county town of [ujl county
Here he remained, ns 4 sule

at’ seven dollars per month.

s a8 u generul merchant?

sman, for a period of one
year, which position he filled to the satisfuction of hiy

employer; and while Mr. Whelchel
creased his wages for the second yeuar,

had deter mined, after duc considers

had greatly in-
young Madison
ation, to give np his
position and enter upon the study of law, which he
uy & Banks, o law
firm then practicing  at Gainesville,
with these gentlemen o fow
ment was added o
2

commenced under the direction of

After studying
months, the law depart-
the State U niversity at Athens.




18

The professors of this department at that Lxrjnc were
Joseph H. Lumpkin, Chief Justice of the Supreme

day, o ‘
e i

After receiving a regular course of instructionin th
i i giiug ith dis-

department of the University, he graduasted with
s in Homer
tinetion, and commenced the practiceof law in Ho s
1

the county -site of Banke county.

. PP JEc. 2 2, 1843
Dieo - SEP7. /5, 15/7

FRaLss SR CRe s

Court of Georgia; Thos. R. R. Cobb, and Wm. Hope.

Hull, very learned and distinguirhed lawyers of their
?

e L REGT - DA CLE .
James P. HAaR(C Fovs - N -8.5. 4
Bogw— Tau. 25, 183¢
et sp ‘8 Barres ek Vice s, 7econ
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ASGURY HAR ks - § '
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CHAPTER I,

Banks was o new county (having beon organized in
1858), and formed originully
sham and Frankiin countics

subquuent)y added

from portions of Habor-
» & portinn of Hall being
, and in lﬁlpl}kxj.‘Wi‘lliquR.WBVOHL
hat time I‘O[)Iv.‘(fsol’)LZX.L!’VL)‘{‘I‘O’TH“ ﬁ:mks', intro-
a bill, which was passed, chang
tween Banks and

who was at t)

duced ing the lines be-

Jackson 80 us t6 include all that por-
tion of the lyttep county, as fur as the Athons and
Clevelund road, and interseoling with spjd road, at the
Place where the (own 5‘){' Muyavi![q now_}slunds, on the
North Eastern Railroud.
At the time the new counly was I'm'-mcd,'Jorsorph .-
Banks was 4 member of the Legislature from Hail
cc)u??ny and wag opposed to the bill—at Jeast he objected
to the new eounty infringing upen the territory of
Haull—and the friends of the meusure proposed to name
the new county in honor of his father, the lamented Dr.,

sician and surgeon of
who lived for MAang years in that town,
and who, it may be proper Lo remark,
tor of Dr. W, R. Bej
cine,

ﬂf’&/f/&w 7 e A

Richard Banks, an eminent pby
Gainesville,

was the procep-
I while he was a student of medi-

A f Fere - Tekar o Oey Jo,/87¢
e

CHEsree Piscr 5 .Pakfo

Ored —-Tuty - 3, 1874
Roicn 1w By Lpdh, s
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1t is said that this inducement, however, fm}l]eld t:H::(-I

move the objection of Mr. Banks, a[fd the bxt. p@ -

* without including any portion of Hall at that 1’mv; o
Mres. Martha Banks, the widow of Dr. Banks; ga

' ken
tv the sum of one hundred dotlarg, as ato
o ber app or conferred upon the

of ber appreciation of the hon
. pame of her deceased busband. ‘
Homer, the county-site of the new county, Lh
: i ; wus the
perous_and thriving young village; Athcnﬁu o
7 ailronc ot the Z a1 armony
nearest railroad point, and “the place-where y
» iness giant of
(Grove, the young business g theust. Georien
; stands, was little more than a camping-g
b , North Carolina and the

wus 4 prog:

Northeast (eorgin

J s from
where the wagoners L e
mountains of North Georgia stopped for the night,
the day to lct their teams rest in the shade.

during o
Thore was oue business house and a blacksmith shop

pear the road at Harmony Grove, and few people

dreamed that the business of Northeast Georgia would
T ki

i b it would
ever sustain snch a place as it now s, or that it wou N
> wWas.
ever grow o be as large o place ag Homer wa "
P “ith
" The new county was not troubled to any extent wi

litigation, but at the recommendntio'n of the di:{u.u;-L
guisbed Judge Lumpkio, Mr. Bell dccldcd: 'u) mf't e‘ "
hie future home. He accordingly id'enuﬁed. ‘hlmrse.

with the people of the county, and rapidly rose in Lhen;
co‘nﬁdencc und esteer, doing a large sbare of the lega
business of -this section until the war came on.

He was sn ardent Union man and an carnest op-

ST

ponent of the measures of secession, and did all Lo hon-
orably could to prevent it; but afier the State bud
adopted the Ordinance of Secession,

and war camo us
the result, he entered the service

of his native Stufo ns
aptuin Delauey's cavalry com-
pany, which was assigned to duty in the fumous Cobb’s
Legion, and remained in active se
Virginia, during

-a-volunteer private in. O

rvice two yoars in
which time his health became much im-
paired on account of sickness

sent home on a furlough.

and-exposure, and he wag

\1*])i]c‘;xL'in’()m'c,’ and " aleér i health had beon par:

tinlly restored, he deceived authority to raise a
company for service in the Confederate army,

ceeded inenlisting

cavalry
and sue-
one of the largest cavalry companies
North Georgia, principally composed of
able-bodied you ng mcri, who e

ever raised in

ntered the service with

all the enthusissm that 4 love of country and the cause

Tbcy were-principally from
the counties of Bunka, Jackson, Franldin, and g fow
from Habersham and all.

of the South could inspire:

Mr. Bell was clected Captain; Payton Bush, of Banks
r;nunty, Firat Licutenant, and Isaac W, Alexander; of
Bunks, Second Licutenant. This new company was
assigned to the Eleventh Gieorgia Cavalry, Captain Bell
soon being promoted to the rank of Major, serving a
portion of the time under Genernl Wheeler and a por-
tion of the time under General Howell Cobb in Georgia-
During the latter portion of the war, however, and at’
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the time of General Liee’s surrender, he was under
General P. M. B. Young.

During Geoneral Sherman’s memorable campaign in
Georgin, Major Bell was with that portion of the Con-

foderate army that followed in General Sherman’s rear;
and the writer bas beard him remark that the Confed-
crate forces were scarcely strong enough to keep Sher-
man’s rear guard well closed up, sbould such a force
have been necessary. He was following after the Fed-
* eral troops until they réached South-Carolina.- - About .
the time they reached this State, the command of Major
Bell, under General P. M. B. Young, when near’ Cam-
den;South-Carolina, roet & raiding force of the enemy,
making their way towards Charleston. A number of
severe skirmisbes occurred between these forces and

those of General Young for a day or two, when General

Young, ascertaining the superior force of ‘the enemy, -

and as he could not mush longer hope to-retard their
progress, as they would soon, doubtless, break through
his lines, sent Major Bell, with three companies of cav-
alry, five or six miles down the river to destroy a train
of cars which bad been sent down there, loaded with
provisions and ammuniiion, iu order to prevent them
from fatling into the hands of the enemy. Major Bell
obeyed this order at once, and to theletter. Returning
back with his squadron. he met the enemy in full force,
which had cbharged and cut through the main fine of
General Young’s command during bis absence. For-

tunately for this small force of Confederato quvnlry
there-happened to be a fork in the road where theyr-/
xr.xet. Mujor Bell quickly ordered his men into the
right hand road, and they dashed away down this road
gomo two or three miles, the cnemy pussing on down-
the main road. Luckily for Major Bell’s 8quadron,

night soon came on and they wero enabled to eludo the-
enemy, whereas, had it been daytime, his entire force
1

consiating of about three hundred and fifty men and
‘hrgmes,‘wqulyd; douhtless, have been ‘c,aptufed‘
During . the night the Federals al puu;[;drrrx;ntir
guve them an opportunity of again falling into their
reur, where he was again met by General Young, u
large portion of whose command had by this time H(;’m—-

tered out into the adjacent swamps and brush, With
fauch forces us could be collected; they ngain followed
in pu‘rmxiL of the enemy, in the direction of Charleston,
oc:cumorm”y skirmishing wlong, unti} the middle of tbc’-
afternoon, when the Federals came to a ha

I, threw up
Kome te

mporary breast-works, and opened a vigorous
fire.
ai 3 i ;i
Major Bell now received orders from Genernl Young
tu chargo their breast-works.

This was proniptly done
and the encmy drive

. n from their position, falling back
behind some still more formidable entrenchments, when
b

they again made a stand, and a warmengagement was

soing ou, when Major Bell was ordered to br

‘ ' : ing his
men out. He did so, and galloping up beside General
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Y , was informed of General Tiee's surrender of the
ousl §

C(mfe&d’emtc forces a
(teneral Young then oot

e N ‘:]“%; Lh)eir homes with &
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. tlen ; many i
ad indeed fa nlisted in

tApI,OmquX-

proceeded with
here they were
ad hearts,

his command to
paroled,

housands

Lderacy b .
- for the Confedera arts that ever e
fo'r cest and truest hearts 0 ir pathway re-
of the braves Jled in death, and their 7 1
eve stille d by the desolating hanc

1d not

’ g uRe. W {
any-eaus .
v arke
e homeward was mark
turning

10 U v 8¢ O H ma ycon
¥y, v 1ORC ward re
@ arm s

s o invadin . )
of an-ir o of superior numbers

5 il peems
- and from all accounts its
e pre and GUEZAZE-
Jast charge an

yppl

be arrcsted becaus

[t is thought by m
5 was the

10 be true, that thi

ast of the Miss
ent of the Confederat cast
me

¢ War

— i T ; e from the-foregming account, M u‘wi
N bben' ause of the gouth, and te

o ho ':\QISL hour of final
many skirmishes,
¢d by the encmy
fficor, he was
enl and cn-

isted e
ell enliste
., e to that couse up 1ot

mained tru | hattles and

. in BEVETH
> He was in ey V
o hs wag-never CA&pLUl
way. Asa military ¢
Yy . o
his Kinduess a“d, the o
to add to the com
as much
d the

but, fortunately,
or wounded in an
pm‘ticulurly noted for

i ip endeavoring

; he 1ifested in en - Y

e Consequently he W

fFicer, and, doubtless, ha
s

- he would have bheen P

. dany

and welfare of his mob.
. °

endeared to them a8 an

ontinued much longe

. . k.
40 g still higher ran
L0 tie was ap

ro-

1 ST
War o fle never considere
; . ave
moted honest-hearted, br
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and faithful soldier, battling for the South and 1ty cause,
and as such, to know and to do his duty

was the inspi-
ration th

at led him to face danger and endure privation
and affiction without a murinur.

When the banner of the Confederscy was Tarled in

defeat, he turned-again to his native land 1o bind up

and-assist in building up the wreeked
and roined {ortanes of his own State.

the hroken hearts

He returned o his home in the Jittlo village
almost penniless, and with n

greally impaired health

of Homer
shattered.constitution and__
s und 4t once opened up an offico
and again commenced the practice of faw.
Continued and unremitting attention to business

yand
faithful attention 1o the ;

nterests of his clients, soon

woa for him u liberal share of practice. He soon

formed u co- partne
i

rship in the practice of law with the
amented Colonel Robert MeMillan, of_Clarksville,-and.
was subseruentiy clected Solicitor: General of the Count

Y
Caurt of B

anks couny, which position he held untjl
the County Court was abolished by law.

He was chosen a delegate to the Constitutional Con-
vention of 186G7-65, from the Tlﬁrly-third Senatorial
District, eongisting of the counties of Jackson, Halt
and Danlks,

Mgjor Bell was one of those who accepted the defeat
of the cause of the Sauth us the final Bolution of those

&reat questions of national polities that. had agitated

the public mind for ro many years, The f)nn!bderucy
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- : bers
had been overpowercd by superior t?um a:r)l anticipa -
. the brigbtest hopes .
its failare went down s To be restored to the-

e, the sad conseo-
bject with him.

and with

tions of its gallant dofenders. -
Union, aud to repair, a8 far as possi
of socession, was the greal O. b
Ty the favorod the reconstruction moeasuros,
He LberefﬁreG ngress at that time, as likely to fxﬂ'ord
pSOPOF’ij{:; re(;ij‘ to the suffering people of bhhe fo:ltllif
b isi osed. to_the “retie
e uffﬁbﬂ’ruon ::sr:(f r{(;rr:j lcnni‘(}:’u:)dl )EL that time, 1.)0.031130 ,
;c;?;}r.efh wpas a specica of disboncat}y. ihjf{);m:n;nuiz
l i sod, an
Lhaéﬁejqa?g'mongwm f:‘}}iajvr:;u:;i;t;d by s bundeor'no
e et influcntinl

1868, was

ex :
:]at;orihy, and became & Vory u.cu.ve ;:d
member of the Convemi?p, and ip r}G:eorg
" chosen by the Republican Conveuthxon o(‘onvenu(m >
delegate to the National Repubhcfm f:)r’Gmm -
Chicaga, and voted in that Convention

ia-as-u

i ide ' United.
Colfax for President and Vice-President of the

States.

talked abouff?é;goﬂ deal before the w

CHAPTER 111

As before stated, all that section of country lying
north of Atlanta, ing]udingAthe counties of Hall, Banks,
Jackson, Franklin,‘Hnbersham, and, in fact, all the
northern.and north-eastern portions of "the Stiate, had
not, a8 yct, been penetrated by any line of railroad ;
und, a8 a matter of coarse, afler the war, the mail facil.
ities of the country were very limited, as Congress had
BOL, as yet, made provision for the re-establishiment of
many of the postal roates of the country.

The building of the_Air-,Li‘n@ Railroad _had  been

ar, and some work
the war the country was para-
tyzed, and the people were oo poor to contribute to its
completion, but it was g pet project of Major Boll’s, and
he lost no Opportunity-to bring it prominently before
the people, boping to attract the attention of capitatists,
and did a great deul of good by hig offorts in Lhis direc.
tion. To this end, while

Convention of 1BGT,

had been done,  After

a member of the Constitutiong]
he introduced a resolution, which
was passed; petitioning Congress to extend Govorn.
ment aid o the building of the Air-Line Roud. While
he bad but little idea that the Government would 8x-

tend aid to the road, yet he hoped that, through this
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-

’ jali rould
ttention of prominent capitalisls wo
T et ine. The reso-
me[mhi divected to this great through line o
us he direc o he rone
u]L'On was read before the House and Sc.n u, o o
. 11 d the journals of Congress, and it m l) Um
i i e i d the accom-
o his, in no small degree, contributed to S
ments i ] van alpo
thil hment of this great undertaking. Ilew o ey
b bt i State aid to this road, an
ntial 1 r State ai nd )
influential in securing o . e
" 'dlrcd at this time, one of the movmg I e o
‘ A i i 3
i L;ntcrprise which-resulted.in opemn;_{q lp o
. eat e ; : ops o |
Y g'rf | section of Northeast Georgia, ‘\m‘l “%‘ N
santiful  sec e o
(. ieh products of mineral and agricuitura
ber rich pro
the attention of the-world.. . .
s road bhad been com ) e
When the roa ' , ‘ e
ill srond railroad mesting was held a
ville, 4 ¢

resville in a day of great
lamta-united with Gainesville in a day of g
Tand-Adantad
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received, and would have been replied to oearlier, but
for & briet necessary absence from thig city. Permit
me, gentlemen, to thapk you und the citizong whom
You represent, for thig expression - of confidenco and
respect; and 10 say that under differen

it would afford me great pleasure

eous invitation, and (o the best
my views on the subject of railro .
calls together thia intor assemblage of the ¢itizeng
of my native county. I very much, regroy that other
Cngngements coupled With offioig) duty, will not pormiy
me o attend. L reg

ret it more becauso
would enuble me 10 meet man
acquaintances, whom I gy

chitdhood, and in wi
& deep-intercst,

t (:ircumstuncos,
Lo aceept your court.

esting

kis oceasion
¥ of my old friends and
e known ¥nd esteemed from

1O8E Prosperity and happinens 1 feel

I'would also be glad 10 attend

cas invited to be
joicing.  Major Bell, among othoers, was i b
oicing. Maj e it
rej )tbur;fl address the people. In resy e
resent ) \ .
N e addressed the committee the ) o
sitation, he e & .
o hich s bere introduced to show houA e
3 whie b ‘ o .
t”’} the peaple of-hiz native.county at
with™the pe
is road: o
. ATLANTA, June 26th, 1871,
‘ Banks and
F. Langston, P. M. Caldirell, D. E I
Messrs. J. Fo L g P L
others, Gainesville, -Ga. - e eiting o,
Your fuvor of the 9th inst., ; réaem
FENTLEMEN— CI o V
(Jl’jhi I:on of a meeting of your (_jtmem,ﬂm 4Lhpdﬂy v
by i kr wo be beld at Gainesvitle on hodh
AT avd tn address the people, ¢ -
Ldulyl prox., @

completed, und that ere long

for the purpose of aid. _
g, with-w hatever—tajont o

“inflilenice 1 possess; the
Onterprise to which you refer, T feel a deep interest in
railrond extension in N(thhczisL’Georgiu, und, in my
feeble way, have neder fuited, heretofore, 10 do all in
MY power w bring it uhayt,

I now beg to congratulate you, and the
you re

PYesent, upon the fact that the Air.1
has reached Yyour beautifa) town ;
extension beyond muy not be retard
twelve months shyll have rolled o

be in running order (o the
that our

Georgia m

B00d ¢itizeny
sine Railrogd
and I trust that its
ed—that ere another

round, the road wij)
South
heretotore neglected ¢itj
4y be enjoying the fylp
est hopos in reforence to this gre

1 bope that the roag to: Dahl

Carolina line, and
zens of Northeast
fraition of thejr fond-
al enterprise.

that' K} Dorndo‘ of the South
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rises ; that
i ining onterprises ; b
: stimulation to MBIDE : )
e iy be attracted thither,in Ol‘d(;;‘ tl(xltz-
o ma?ddcn in the earth may be fully )

.may receive
.capital and 8 :
the vast treasures
weloped. )
llzrust that railroads me
uptil every communi

ay penetrate that Wholle re-
ty shall be brought within

. g ication. 1
rioD, ; £ railroad comuiunica R

g venient distance O ¥ jon emergo from its
a con , this neglected region tor along
hope soon Lo Bee manufsctories along

f

e - ear the humo i ’

long obeenrity * " bs abounding, as they do, in unsur
hagutiful BLreams,

. to-agri-
- icipate a new impetus

¥ ls. 1 anticipato i regr:
Pﬂssed “Jtzr?(l) o to see our citizens ndophnkg th:eaumL
g em(I:)nL in that line, BO that the g
ern 1MPLove ]

. e -6—Bchools
pmdmft_mnn‘;ﬂbc the happy reauh,—.und mmo(l o
A}l mis'wy up, and churches, inwlhgenc; zmlo e
Wll'l Spr‘”il%{ef’ pace with these phyexcn} Ev.eug nontes
e pcuc while we may sce this bﬂd ch;mry

! 3
anddbeft?re auffl 1 con add indeed, un'surpasse
B e the ) den spot’’ of Georgia.
; i ‘that
e : %jrexpregs, in conclusion, the htot;;lce D
. bmave a har'monious meeting, and u:lam -
o view may be fully carried out, an
poses in
carly day.
d 1 am, very respectfully,
’ Your obedient scrvant,
MapisoN BELL.

ory ree assembinge O the citize of Atlantu
7 Av large hi £ f t na
¥ g

& naing Yy proes-

and of G{MUDBV)”C and gurrou d g country were o8

ent 0 the occagion & DOVE refery ed to. The f()!(g()lll
n B

letter from M r Bell wa d, and ex-Governor Jo-
ajo o8 reeaq, ’ (9
12 !

fonst possiblelabor may berealized.
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" seph E. Brown, in addressing the people, made use of

the following very complimentary language in reference
1o him :

“I notice from the report of the Comptroller-General,
whose letter has been read before you, and who was
reared among you, who has your confidence, and who
richly merits your confidence, for he bas been faithfyl
and cfficient in the discharge of the d‘ppi,eﬂamofHtri)eihjghw,,”
office that has been conferred ..up})n him, thut dering tho
last year the taxable value of the property of Georgia
has increaiefriﬁm'q»r twenty.one millions of dollars.”.

Mujor Bell, while & member of the Constitutional
Convention of 1867, introduced o ro olution, which was
passed, requesting Congress 1o ré-éambﬁsh

the mail
lines penetrating

Northeast. Georgia, as they existed
before the war, and especially the old tri-weekly routo
from Atlanta to Gainesv

itle, via I;uwrencevillo, thence
‘through Banks and othe

r counties, This resolution was
laid beforc Congress, and was referred to the Postmas-.
ter-General, and resulted in obtaining
of the State the re-
various ¢

for this scction
establishment of mail service to the
onty towns and promincnt places throughout
Northeast Georgia.

We might refer at greater length to his'services ag a

member of the Convention, which framed the organic
daw of Georgin, after the war, but will forbear, with the




rowark that be was & very efficien :
ber of that body, always conscr,v‘au
the best interest of the State,and es

immediate section.
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t—apd-faitbful mem-
ve, looking well to
pecially.to bis own
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CHAPTER 1V.

In the summer of 1868, the first Liegislature chogen
under the new Constitution

assembled in the city of
Atlanta, and Major Boll w

as clected by that bady to

the high and

esponsible - position-of Comptiroller-Gen-
eral, which position be held fop the regular torm of four
years, as provided by the Constitution, and also during
the interval, from the expiration of that timo to the
commencemont of the next regular fiscal year, g pro.
vided by law, embracing in ail a period of four yoears
and six months.. The present chapter will contain i
brief account af some of the mont prominent of his offf.’
cial acts during. that time, and the maununer in which
Lhey were received by th¢ leading journals of the State
and the mass of the people.

When Major Bell came into the administration of the
affairs of this departmént of the State government, the
entire records of the office, including the large number
of tax digests, which had accumulated in the office at
the old Capito] ut Milledgeville, were left by the Fed-
eral forees in a etate of utmost confusion and disorder.
It was o task of hevoulean proportions to collect and
re arrange these in their
bled 10 obtain suficiont

8 .

proper order 80 g8 to he ena-
datad upon which to baso a cowm-




ME]
csources of the State,
he office in proper

no digeoursge:

ative report of the various T

par
and otherwise to place the affairs of t
This task was, however,
rogolution, and in a rhort

runniog order.
ment to his will and
the office, together with sl
be obtained, bad been trangrporte

ia Milledgeville to the new State house in
(,‘omptml(ur-Gcnm'ul WK

time
1 the records, such ug could
d from the old Capitol
Atlanta, and

thenext annual report of the

an shle state document, BOUINE forth in reguine @

esources of the State, with

classfiied order the various r
all its receipts and expenditures.

- Butl, on account of defective legislntion, much ro-
in the way of properly index-

mained to be done
(lt'

cords of the Wild Land Depavtment
thmf Bell therefore roc-
resolution

ing .the .me
the Comptroller’s office.
ommended, and the Legislature passed, n
cierk for thix

the appointment of &
as the clerk of the Wild l.and

given to Dr. Allen J.

authorizing
purpose, to be known
Department. This position was

Bell, whose labors resulted in a systematic
ed lands throughout

th

arrapgement

of all returns of wild or unimprov
y number, district and section, wi

the State, indexed b
This gyetematic

tbe name and residence of the owner.
Id Land Records wus & thing much

index of the Wi
a matier of con-

needed by the citizens of the State a8
o the people, and resulted in bringing to
rio little known, namely that a very

{ rwild lands.were not returned

venience
light u fact hitbe
large number of lots 0
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for taxation, the State thereby
lars annually. )

losing thousunds of dol-

ese, topether v I improvements e al-
th Vit tho provement r
> the af

fairs of the office

o orth ()Ofr?::c)(l, ‘F()()VTI rf:nrlcruti Major Bell's adminis.

. Lln“er-‘:cncm) very popular, notwith-

. u‘L Lhugum,)t thut the administeation of State

B e, umAIm‘Lhe Governorship of Rufus B

yhatheen assailed with the Hereest r)ppoﬂi.tir).‘
n

“hy e pEesk of the State
Mujor Bell dischuree

d'the dities of )
offce 1 the stheduties of the Comptrotier's

cutire watisfuction of alf par

ceived the eng serment of various leading NewWan, TR
> endort
[¢ 2 ria ¢ B I
)73

at lurge, enjoying the confi-

number of -
N X personal fri L oon .
shaden-of political o iends of various

ties, and re-
and the mass of e prople
dence of o large

nninn und tenete of gtatesm

won T . I . :
by hig genial manners anship,

and unflinching devotion to

official in 18} f yooanc 2, cre, rootate.
QY nd the hest ip crests” of S
2, ) 1 te

Notwitl i

2 iy icatf

" wnding the deficafe and peculia

yeeunied i | ' o
cupiod at the time, he continye ot e

. . i his
good with and fellowship, as wi ' his hold upon public

i i be wee ,
g extracts tuken from g large n by the follow-

. number of
comments published rof newspaper

at that time .
The Dait ]
. i e
o ¥ Intelligencer, Democratic paper publisl
i anty sr ! l o
1L, under date of Muay 19th, 1870, an 'H -
s s after giving
report of the
- : Comptrolle
. preceding (i
complimentary notice :

4D exte
an extended synopsis of the

General f
ul for the
ear, adds the f'r)Howing
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- bloforc
t the space to lay
7o regret that we have no . .
i aluable information which the figure

E readers the v i :
AP, s which covers many pagens
8,

tabor of this report embrace B omasallor
i ich demonstrates the : !
of it, and whic it o o
i -, requiring
t responsibility, re '

to be one of grea il ” of fin pov
. the Jeffersonian requisite of all holding pt
o80T the ¢ ' ' fotdine P
. t pability and integrity, which we take plea
trusts, ca g
Somptroller Bell pe
[ . S

csen in nn emincut de-

in sayin

P S ..
gl‘@(ﬁ.
Comptr
prehension of th
of bis dulies in connection -
know he discharges in & conscie 1
fuvor or affection, serupulously guard-
T ' é
, te, with-an eye aingle to

" his, hus o ¢ com-
ller Bell, in this report of his, hus o clear .
0 R ' e el
¢ financial condition of the State, an
therewith, which we are

ptious man-
pleased to

ner, without fea
ing every interest of the Sta
- 1bat and that alone.”

The rame paper, under date of Mayi18th, 1870, con-
1c b

iaing  following editori ¢ extiract from the
the 1 B origl au Cl t

Gaines e Fagle, a LIMOCT newspaper shet
vill Democratic aper, ub 1
e gie, Pay p

at Gainesville, Georgia :

»

“ the pr tho
«We nre pleased to see that most of the press of

¢ taken favorable notice of the Annual Report

e ajor Bell, the Comptratier-

.made to the Governor, by M

se State, which be has transmitted to them
pleased that most of them bave mndc.
m it, as from the limited number of
phiet form only, the

General of th
and we are more
copious extracts fro ! rom
copies ordered to be printed in pam
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important statistical and other inter

esting information:
which the able document embraces could not reach the

people.  Among the many notices takon of the report,
we copy the following, for a reason we shall give, from.
the Air-Line Fagle. "That paper says:

‘We are indebted to the courtesy of Major Bell,
Comptroller-Greneral of Gicorgia, for o copy of his an-

nual report for the year 1868, and take this method of

returpin-binronrEmeere th A S for thie valuable doc

ment. From a enrsory examination of thix veport, we
hesitate not 1o pronounce it one of the ablest and mogt
interesting that hus ever emanaged from that depart-
ment. Ju displa;

# an immense amount of labor snd
Care in s preparation ; and while it gives the resources

of the State, and a minute account of the receipty and

expenditures far the political your 1869, it contains a

mass of stutistical information rarely 1o be found in a

public docament of this kind, We venture to predict,
that when the' true merits of Lhis document shall be

propevly understood, it will bhe sought with avidity by
all who fuel an interest in the resources and prosperity
of our State. We tuko ‘great pleasure in commending
it o the pernsal of our citizens generally, ay a source

of ngeful wnd interesting iuforination, presented an an

altractive and condenscd form, which reflects much
credit on worthy and mach.csteemed Com troller-
) HTT v Comy

General, ” ‘
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;W ( > editorial com-
The Tntelligencer then adds by Wiy of editori

menl:

(ol Bell is £t C epentative men 0
hresentat 5
Major 3 soone 0 L/ I

i 1d /and influential citizen of
Nortbeast Goorgia—an 0id;

ainesviiie, W re the £ (/’ 8 Vished merited
Gaines le, where L(‘l{/,lpl\ cd. Tho

0T reio him at his < 1ome, mMust
Hliment thercfore, pr\d t his H1d ho N 3
COM]) , i

we:ire surc grateil o 1, b {ppr eciating &8
i il
T ure, be g tef to } d

ic cer in
16 hig L\b ity and f'&ithf\l]ﬂ(}sﬁ a8 a pubh(, <1ﬂ'1
PRSIV P P1803 ' iR 1 B/ 102 2200 AL LAY dudehiviinl

. received renti-
it renerally receive
There are cxcepligns to the ¢

H " heot is sitd t
e Onve !‘11(1 he old sayIng, 4 prop et s withou
ment con 90(,1 ‘,’ e 0 ying

r Rave W tr L ¢ case Major
F ¢ 1/*/\’ count ‘rrdlh {
hopo Y

1 ] 3 € eBe X ew men ¢ ore pf the
Bel H tf 1y @njoy more O

ae. B en Yy
— ig one o 4 1eBC.

seorgian than he,
» of Northeast Georgis
¢ he people of 1
- confidence of Ab

e S ~in—-the oircles
more carmer friends-in
e more and warn

and few hav

in whi -h he hag m( ved revions 1 10V al here,
yus Lo hi U
8 ) , P {
14

3 .re his official dutics re-
i the State, where
the capitsl of

re bl mos ai resence.
qu1 b almost d ﬂ_} P

‘As Hefore slute e B 3Tk rangement the
ted, th 23) stematic ar gemen of
1 jd‘ 1d D T ont the G« trollor's ¢ o, and
Wild/I d epa tmen of the C)mp 1 s office, .
the Andexing f these returt ought 43 e e
N go tnese urne, br g ol g tt fact
thdt a large number 8 witd or unimproves
¢ i
| ber of lot of il
g

#nda had not beer: g ned for tax on by their own-
d 3 en return d for taxatlo 1) L 2y
£ 4

3 ¢ on this
é/!'is and the queslion of how to gel the tax
>

i i he Legislature.
/properly came 0 the consideration of th £

uring the pession the liegislature was ying
I f 1879, Leg i
/D g the sesIOD O

Lo devise some Mo B'C ecuring he tax on thig spe-
f ng the ¥
nen {6 I
oy dJevise some

g h -3 H v HM T o o columpsr
b h trust o the \&ld/c, re transfer @ to < 1
£ D 1 1w
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cies of property. A very extonsive list of such lends
had beon prepared under direction of Comptroller Bell,
-and a resofution had been introduced making provis-
ions for the reversion of these lunds 1o the State, This
action on the part of the Logisluture wus opposed by
Major Bell, as will be seen by the following letter from
him to Hon. Robt. L. McWhorter, at that time Speaker
of the House of Representatives :

o -
~CoOMPTROTTLER GENERAL'S OF¥ICE,

. ATLANTA, (‘}A:; Oct. Tth, 1870.
Hon. Robert L. McWhorter, Speaker of the House of
Liepresentatives :

Str—In answer to yvour inquiries, 1 have the hooor
to state that, in my judgment, it is unconstitutional for
the State of (icorgia to take private property for public o
“use without adequate compensation.  The Taw of the
State in regard to improved land is, that if not duly re-

wrned for taxation, it shall’ be doublo-taxed and aold
under execution for the tax.

I can see no reason why
wild land should bo placed on a different footing. Al

that the State desires, or can demand, and all that she
in entitled 6,715 thé Wil tax upon the value of the
provporty within her jurisdiction.

The unreturned wild iands bave all once been granted,
and the title has passed out of the State, and the State
cannot legully deprive the owner of his property or

title, after it has once been granted, except by levy and
sale for taxes under execution.

Under the law, as it
now exiats, the owner can redeem bis land when sold,
at any time within two years, by paying the purchrae
money and u certain per cent: thereon,
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1 have read the amendment proposed by you to the
present law in reference to wild lands, and am of the
opinion -that it ought to- pass. AJl tbe impediments
now in the way of an easy and practicable exeoution of
the wild lond laws will be removed. It would be far
preferable, in my judgment, to lot the law remain a8 it
is, Lhan to pass a law reverting these lands to the State.
But; in the event your amendment cannot be passed, 1
think the Price bill would be far preforabic to that
he lands o vhe State. 1 am

wirtchpropeses-10-Ies he
at a loss Lo perceive how the State can s
to tapds after the same bus lawfully passcd from ber.
unless she becomes the purchaser of such lapds after
the same have beon-levied on_and sold at public outery,
under existing laws.  The lands arc pubject Lo taxes,
and in default of their payment they may be lawfully
11 [ SR 1) .20 improved lands, Lo Taise the taxes, bul it seems
(6 me that it would be an act of usurpation on the part
of the State Lo resume the pmpricmrship of these lands
in the manncr proposed by the act reverting them. It
aleo scems 1o me to be dangrerous precedent to sel,
that the State may scizc Upon ‘private property ands
forfeit the Litle thereto without consent of the owner.
1f it may be done with reference o wild lunds, it may
be done with cgqual propriety with reference to any
other species of property.
The bill proposing to revert these lands, in my judg-
ment, amounts to nothing less than confiscation of title

. to private property.

Very respectfolly,
Mapisor BeLL,

Comptroller General.

FeEmnTe the tithe e
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T ; 36 i
com;;et;‘:(g t(;fe ll:stzﬁ required the Comptroller, after
comple 8t of unreturned wild lands, to make
er sement of the same for sixty days in the O
gressional District in which the lands lay, requi "On‘-
‘L\:c:i ;cspnﬁ-:tivc owners of said launds to con;e ;})P‘::‘i
K ay the taxes, und in defanlt thereof, sai
b;so]d, under execution issued f'roxnelt(;(::f,(:t‘:rlndplt‘zzgirﬁz
office...Inhis supplementul report; issued in~January,

1870, Major Bell rec '
jor Bell recommended the repeat of the act,

oD s Logisls
it the Legislature failed 16 tepenl the Taw, and he,
E aw, he,

being eft with no other alternative, was proceeding to
Lalﬁx:)ouljﬂ{ﬁmm(m-, of the luw; but sceing t[:ha(:
;1;1(,:( injury w?ulri doubtless rcaukl‘tzobx'ﬂ‘unv'; cilizens of
v ‘(m,x‘u by ﬂtl'm hasty proceeding, he interceded with

) crnor and prevented their sule.  Buu this will
l :,; bjetter u}n(lcr'.«‘mod byaeading the following corres
pondence bevwee ajor Bell 3 B,
T e Hur}l)jt:\li.t_:]m Bell -und Governor Rufus B.

. ATLANTA, Ga. Javuary 9, 18
J]: Lrcellency, Teufus 8. Bullock, G’oncrno:v e
Sit—Your Bxcellency will rec g
plemental -Report, ld:igd ‘;;‘:hl t;:{:: VL“;"’L’: umy Sup-
mended the repeal of the Act of }, oy ’
i e Tepeal e Act of 1866, known as the
memding, Y,mmul, ,4‘nd gave gome reasons for 80 recom-
e re.c.m;”nl)cg;slz.).Lurc, however, did ot comply
o yetomT (,gu m.‘mn, but left the law in fult force;
Comadamen] (;,mt my duty ‘m curry out its provisions.
L omeeont {, ,I the I]LhA of November last, I caused
V inreturned wild lands, reported in 1868, in '
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. counties, to be advertised, Wi.l.h merucUz:tie:ln_
forty L()ul: v“th the provisions of said act B8 am L-BDZ
3(500”1‘1”;“’ rllth of this month the term of adver llnw
o 'L')e - days), will have expired, Wb.cl') the N
ol (E"‘XL) ¥ f) tk;er duty to issue execution agains
o méxdsc:rbised, unless relieved by the payment

every lot s0 ad Lo cause the

of tax, or in some other legal munnert,ht‘: v
same YLo be sold in the county where : o oport
ini Bal y
Still adhering to the opinion expresac;di n;hut e
ictions as to the correctness : o
my conviclions as s of et oD
lm)vc been strengthened by subeequent experieny

Forki - atem.estab-
" close observation of the workings of- the-6y

patisfied
lished by the law referred-to; and 1 am now

i ship will result to many
ﬁ']?t %::ilf' 12-.};;“:::(3)8::10:: :ét:;pmeans for Lheix: reliel
Z‘(l:lLZU adopted suitable to the prca(fm fzmctxf:rlxlz;'ygest .
It is the purposo of this commumcatmr;umn st »
your Excellency the means ndup&qd‘ tf),nenc e
sired end. 1 propose that your hz{(,.c.n8 ug{,;nmm%e
order postponing the isauin{g of exec}ub:() .
tands until, say, the 1st ()fm(lz]_y;nnct);éﬁc e .
A,
“S'Kn:j; P;)Q;:; 2:::::1;?1\::;)mn the neceﬁlsm;yLé)ero’;gze?
inuc W h i
“this office-for the relief of Lhelr'landﬁ. ‘4 , iy
:?sxjni)gxbt of the lists be diﬂconunued: Hi:,::&?sgsgavi
the beavy cxpense incident thereto, ;xsut O by
been gonerally disseminated thro.ug ;]o{t B vieed of
this time, and the intelligence of wha S
parties interested will graduul}y‘ ;\ZZZ::HT;’b) e
supplied in particular cnicz:i}i;nl e > a6 COM
5

printed copics of the lis
atantly on hand.

T
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The reasons for my request arc as follows :

Ist.-The large area of territory in the State,
‘sections of which

many
are sparsely populated and badly sup-
plied with mail facilities, will prevent a large number

of persons from seeing the advertisermonts untilit will bo

too late for them to profit b
been exhausted ;
ested know
probfzbly w

¥ it, and until the timg has
consequently, numbers of porsonsinter-
not what they are required to do, and
ili not before their lands are put up and sold.
2d. In many instances these lands belong to widows
and orphans—minors who are ignorant of their rights,

and have had no means of knowing what is-required-of-
them.  Many are so situated in the rural districts that
they cannot see a newspaper, and the intelligence as to

whaot is required travels go glowly that time has not
been allowed sufficient for

its generals dissemination in
those sections,

3d. It is found that a large portion of these lands
have been returned in substance and the tax paid; bat,
from “ignorance of nur‘nbers, otc., caused by loss of
papers and other cuuses, and frequently by errors or
mistakes of tux reccivers, the lands appear in default,
The extension asked will give all this class of persons
ample time to get up their proof and file it in this offiee,
thus velieving their funda without paying ap unjust tax,
4th. Owners. have died or disappoared during the
‘war—and perhaps their title papers have been deo-
slroyed—their heirs and kindred (in many instancos
widows and orphans), remain in ignorance of their
rights, which time and extended opportunity will
-enable them to discover and secure, .

Many other good and obsious reasoné vould be given,
but these are deemed sufficient, especially when it is-
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considered that the ultimate interests of the Stato will
in no wise suffer by the proposed cxtension, and thou-
sands of good and worthy citizens will be benefited.

Your Exzcellency has the authority, under Section 70
of Irwin’s Code, to suspend thc collection of all these
taxes until the noxt meeting of the General Assembly ;
consequently there can be no question as Lo your legal
power to grant the extension asked, which is much Jess
than said Section 70 authorizes. [t isa more question
of expediency and discretion, and, in my judgmeont, the
" interests of a large number of thé-honest tax-payers of
piye—State—demand-this-recommendation, und i _most
earnestly commend it to your favorable consider
and gction. )

Respectiully, )
MapisoN BELL, .

Comptroller- General.

Whereupon the Governor issued the following order :

Pl

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, STATE 0F GRORGIAS
ATLANTA, Ga., January Oth, 1B73.

. . - -

In ¢onsideration of the Homnorable the Gomptroller-
General, and by virtue of the authority vested in me
by Section 70 of the Revised Code of Georgia, it is
hereby Ordered, That the Comptroler General desist
from the issuing of executions against unreturned wild
tands until the fivst day of July next. And it is further
Ordered, That the advertisement of the lists of unre-

turned wild lands be discontinued from and after the
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11th instant, and th 0
X s at the Comptroller-General contin
to collect the unpaid tax on 5{1 onoral vontinue

Tuly mentioned. id lands untif the st of

By the Governor: Roros B. Boriook,

R. C. Corson,

- Secretary  Frecutive Department.

Thus it will be scen that by this timely und wise re
commendation of Major Boll, thousands of the citi _
,,,(,’,f ihc State were protected from the operation of ZIODS'
of ‘which Tittle was known ut the time by th V~O~.B or.
o Yy those intor-

Another of the official acts of Comptroller Bell, whicl
the author bas thought proper 1o introduce Wﬂﬂ,—iu rof.
ercnce to the issuance of certain bond;s of" the Smte.
a‘omo of which bave since boen repadiated. The que :
ton of the legality of these bonds at that Liméqw "
considered to be of great importance, and i8 one wh"-z:
will doubtless be discussed in tﬁc future, and wili )cb
ably remain a public question of r;onnid,erable imp)l(:m-
ance for some time. It will bo seen by the folloivin :
)f)ﬂ‘iciul corregspondence that the law providing for’ thf
issuo of these bbondsdid not specily whether thay should
'bo payable in currency or gold coin; and it is to bhe
inferred that Major Bell was inclined to the opinion
that where the nature of the bond was not specified, it

,

should be a currency and not a gold bond, and that he
alan catertained

doubts 8a 1o his duty o countersign
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[

the bonde, and sign the coupons as an officér of the
)

State. - .
" He submitted these maticis to the consideralion o

. - . -
the Atmrney-Gcnem}, who, it seems, Was absent at the-
time, and (y‘overno)r Bullock appointed Judge O. A.‘

s

Lochrane (who afterwards became Chicf Justice of the
-Supreme Court of the State) Attoiney (reneral pro {cm,
His letter addréssed to Major Bell settled all the points
in the Gavernor's favor, and relioved the Compurotier-

T General from Al Fesponsibilitys— Ho then conatersigned

the honds as dirccted by this legal opinion and order of

the (rovernor.

THE CONSTITUTION ASBKS COMPTROLLER BELL
FOR-SOME FACTS.
[cory.}
CorsTiTupion OFFICE,
ATLANTA, Ga., November 16th, 1871

Hon. Madison Bell, Comptroller-General: ==

Sir—In your last annual report, you state the num-
ber of bonds appraved and registered by you, under
and by virtue of the acts of 1bth September and 17th]
October, 1870, which you say comprises all your officia
setion cotinected with bonds up to the Ist day of Jan-
uary last. 1 desire you 1o furnish me the number and
character of honds registered by you gince that date,
under’ the acts sbove mentioned. I have understood
that an official opinion on this subject has heen ren-

-
47 ’

dered by Honorable 0.

¢ P Locnrane, as -aen-
A. ] i3 Attorpe er

era:r pro lem., anc now ’ D I)I)I(Olll

} /4 i e

Chief Justice of the

Court,
ank you to furnish me with

I'would also (h
€opy of suid opininn,

, Respectfally,
Sirne
{Signed.] LW, Avery, Editor.

('())II"!'!U)I».LER BELL PELLS A BOUT THE BONDS

TPTROLLER-GiENERAT,

ATLANT/\, Ga., Novy, 11, 1871,

Y FN e T 3 ;
Wl L. W, deery, Bditor Constitution, Allanta, Ga. -

an—ln reply to your note of the 10th inst
certain information relative to State ,
this office, I have to'inform you that
cotintersigned and reg o
unde

, asking -
bonds registered- in
i ! » Up to daie, I have
‘ stered 83,000,000 honds . issued
: rand by virtie and authority of an act approved
'.Sttlﬂcmbcr 15, 1870 entitled »An ‘Act to nuthoI;-I')' vzh
tsue of bonds of Lhis State, whoreby to l‘ede(la: Lﬂl;

reon now.due op fulling due,
. 8- therein mentioned,”
ountersigned und registered
rovernor (a8 I did those above p

1‘(~,q‘uired o be iskued by the Act of 17th October, 1870
e.nmled “An Act to amend an Act emitlc(‘J an ){'L ’
aid the Brunswick and Albany Railroad Com s
approved March 18, 1869, amounting t the sup:xnyf"
1,880,000 T am not cognizant of the disposition Of
any of the bonds mentioned made by the Gor ¥ ’
after thay were delivered 1o him, The bonds ‘;’;’;‘;"

bonds and the coupons the
and for other purpase
also o
{

I bave
and deliverad to the
amed) all the bonds
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Te Pa, e D old coin, as Li30 tho (.()llpOHf‘l
bl g I 1
a
tioned & P2y

d
he first name
of the bonds issued undert

‘The coupons

latter
under the
bie quarterly, and “;OEG official informa-
Act are pnyﬂv This comprises al myl tranemit here-
gemi-annually. Alative to said bonds. h my-official acts
tion and acte T cre in connection W‘tﬁ o, O. A. Locb-
- in pa o on. Q.
with corwgi&,gpnnd the opinion of
in the pre S tter,
- sked for in your le ully
rane, af Very respectfully,
‘Mapisos BELL, ral.
Comptroller-Gene

irat batch
1d have stated, also, that the fir
P. 8.—1 shou

insued
rold bonds, issu
lithograph go S
i by me was Lbonc,

s mgn'eél Ayct of ‘October 17, 1&87(10,in m No.d v
e f"” which are pot include o e
- 3361U5‘V9»d which should bave Pbe;n ebES! el
menuonedj Z" ated by the Governars 8 T Gk
selled, ag indic e
gecer;xber 21, 1870,

JDS TO BE -
SENDS BONDS T
'ERNOR BULLOCK BET\ DS:
eoveEe SUBSTITU’IED.
[COPY.} )
P (FEORGIA,
STATE OF GE
) v DEPARTMERT, © .
P ArLanTA, Ga, Dec. 24,1
‘ JAtlanta, Ga.:
» dison Bell Comptroller-Gencral, ,
" ,
Hon. Madis

. 4 under au-

bonds isBue a

. d vou 880 . roved

Dean Slhlciezf She (veperal Assembly, app
thority of an &

OC‘ tober 17 1870 enhtlcd Ap Act W aid the Bruns-
T ¥ 3

) da T desire to
d Albeny Railroad.” These bon
wick snd Albany Railroad.” FRess T T 0

By the Goverigr .
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exchange for the fipst State bonds thag were insued te
said Company, us these are wiee) engruved, the othors
being lithographed. I is desirable, and to-the interest
of the State, that the sleel engraved bonds should be
substituted for i others, You will,
countersign them, nnd | will have e

: 1bre§?¥luliv1::‘ir:g

therefore, ploase
xchangoe made be.
them to the Company

Very respectfully,
Ruvus- B, BunLock.
GOVERNOR BULLoCK ORDERS 11K COMPIROLLER
TOSWAL BRUNSWICK AND 41130 NY .o
T RANLROAD BONDS,

feory )
Exbevrive UEPAR’J‘,\]ENT, STATE oF (rBoRG1a,
. ATLANTA, Gra., October 27, 1870,
S WaEREAs The proper officer of (b
Albany Ruilroud hay mude “pplic
of bonds,‘h}“pfﬁﬂﬁrr an-aoL
1870, it iy ordered th
State sirn and se
General counte

for one thousun

Brunswick and
alion for an exct

ange
S &
Secretary of
Comptroljer.
ate of Goeorgin,

» numbers 1 tg 880, ing
umped with the

el Compirol)
ermy hard
partment, ay the €

TR approved Oclol
at the Honorabloe the
U, and the Honomblu the
rsign the bondy af the Sy

4 dolfurs cuch
Bive; Coupons o he gt

Honorable Madison B
Given und

¢

fu-

autograph of the

er-Ceongral,

and scal of the Executive Deo-
upitnl ip Atlania, the day and year

first above written,

[Signed.] Ruvus B Burnnoex,

i oc. Congox,

Secretary K recativ, Legartent.
1 .
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HAVING DOUBTS, APTT

X [GHT.
FOR LIG

CEY-GENERAT

; ATTORNEY-G

to THE ATTO

ro T {cOPY.] : MICE

xERaL's OFFICE,

oG B -
CoMPTROLLER G Dee. 6, 1870,

Atlay a.:
y»Geneml, Atlanta, G

Attorne fawe, |

U
Hon. Henry P- ﬁarrol‘}JS' the
' authorized DY Lnion,
Sip—As ‘m.\ Souiofficial OP”)“”'; wit
Hyus {'jn of taw connected
L0 “
{1“(,.

H and
jtution an

Constitu al - !

. in weiting, on
fes as

homy daues

respectin

following

, the bonds pro-

1. Is it my tegd

vided tor by %Ct‘&nqmuml
A Company,

: fer
“daty-to-eonnier? :
“ ");)(' the act of ()‘L o
" an Act to aid the .
. nppmv(rd A

1rmw\'§'i(:k
arch 18,
emc)l"\AHmny'Rn'\lroad,,
an
1869 7
9. Is it my legs

‘ wxed
! he annex
sizn coupons to be t
{ duty to sigZ
am Lo counteraign
8 ; .
W their terms
able in, or
ith

e, it 1
3. 1s it incumbent uporn I(])‘ma* to see thi
3. s ; ho couponk, e pay
¢, or sigh U sy are payatl .
the bonds, © N %.1“; a8 to whut they s churgeable w ,
sonform to thels he alon¢ ver form of
1o His Bxeellescy, the ’ ]
0 H‘Z ty and must I U1
that daty, 5 MR
‘pond or_coupon he me‘y ment be
1f the medium of pay attor of legal d "
4.' then ougbt I, a8 u{ " id bonds and coupons,
cration, .qtion of #a . 19
exccull Loble in gold? .

. de pays saued
ht to be mnbn:d and its coup”\n?)’ ‘mbcr
is, cup & £ the 17th Uv )
P the acto ~ be left
gchOF\ of 1d. or should they b;
ble in gold, ent expregsed

Governor, ‘
1 whate
at as legal
eat ol \ .
Yt { ‘ B
- at all for my consil
' uty, to co-

-gperate in the
they arc BOUE
In other wWore
aunder the second :
et mude's[c?]umediu'm of paym
;ithout any £

(o 17,1870,
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These questiong fir
your recent return from the West)
doubts and difficultics g5 wero th
cerning them to be overruled by g
cellency, the, Governo
to be countersigned, .

- quited at that {im, (amounting
Quiesced in 1], app
upon the oupons,

more seriony
8061 1o he

st arose in youp

absenco _{bef
»ond I suffored g
en in my mind q
8 order from Hig }
T; 88 to the bonds they present

I countersigned gy that ho

to 8880,000), and g
¥ name in lithogra;
then my doubts have beeor
»@nd being informeq that morc are likel
presented to me, [ wish your opinion and g¢

vice as apeedily It may favilitate your invest;
gation for m

carunce of ny
Since

as possible,

¢ W cite such other slatutoes and statutory
20 = il L - 2lid sla r
Provisions; ag my attention lias been driw

n a8 bearing
tin oncor more o
d Code Seetiong 249 an ¢

BPOnor possibly ]
e elements, Those are Revise

950 : alvo, ay act-ofSeptember F5th-1870); ontitled A n
act to anthorize (hy issie of bonds and coupons thore
Bow due op f'u”in;; duce, and for other
mentioned ;" Fleosh's Pamphlet,
October 5, IB?0, 10 dmenid
cellency (g Governor,
mongy

wstrating the sy bjec

on
jarposes therein
Paze 4, also ger of
an acf 1o autborize Ilis B i
to horrow g sufficiont amount of
00 Lhe credit of g State, ete, Jia, page 5.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Mamsoxy Bery, Comptrotie
NOTIFED OF THE COMP
boupTrs,
(eopy,)

Co.m'm(mnzu—(,'ENERAL'H OPpricE, Dec, G, 1870,
T ffis fircellency, Rufus B, Rullogh: .
Srr—That you
Hheretofre oxpre

- General,
THE GOVERNOR TROLLER’S

nmiy more fully unde

rstand my doubtg
s5ed to you verbally

in velution 10 my
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countersigning and suthenticating the coupons of the
bopds issued under snd by authority of the act of Oc
tober 17, 1870, 1 transmit-berewith & commuunication
1 have addressed to Houo. H. B. Farrow, Attorney-Goen-
eral, asking his official opinion in writing as to my
authority under the law to take part io the issuing oT
suthenticating the gnid bonds and their coupons. A#
as I shall receive & reply to said communication 1
h action asthe Attorney-

1t

800N

will he propared to take BUC

‘General’s-opinion_may point ot
Plesse to forward said commuaication

ney-General after reading it

o _ Very respectfully,

e wapisoN BELL

to the Attor-

. (Sgued.) S
e ()omptra([('r-Gencm([ i

THE - PRESENT CHIE¥

THE GOVERNOR CALLS ON
NERAL.

JUSTICE TO ACT ATT()RNEY-GE
[coPY.}
[y ECUTIVE DEPARTMERT,
S7ATE o (ZEOROIA,
ATLANTA, GAL,
Co'mptroller»Gcneral, Atlanta, Ga:
structed by His Bxeellency the

he receipt of your com-
munica-

Hon. Madison Bell,

DeAR SIR—1 am ir
(zovernor, 0 acknowledge t
munication of the 6th instant, covering a com
tion addressed to the Attorney-General, asking advice,
opinion; 6te. Justice to:t . interest, as'well
a8 to the State's interest i
smands that the question Bu

he parties iv
n & grcnhpuh\ic work, de-
bmitted sbould be disposod

December 5, 18764«
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of without delay
from the city !
weeks, | have

and-
. :;J”nn the ALLornoy-‘t{enc
1 not probably return

this day
ra Y appointe
ne, and have U"”mmitllg ointed the Hon. «

AFtoruoyix'onem!, and re
with as little dolay

d to bim your I
quested that,
a8 passible. he me

(Signed.) Very respecitully,

H.cC. ¢
Seeretary Erecutipe Deg
L

fcory.)

e, 5 :
T ,,Lf??UTWE Derartag

. STATE oF (iro
R—— _B TLANTA, Ga,, Decombor |
o son Bell, 'CompfruilerfGenWAtf

St . antt
S ha},{;np&},rgqtgd by Hig Excc’He ,
Hom 0. A you herowith cn(,ﬂ)sod tzcy
2 y.o ‘ochx-une, Attorney-General o

° YOUr communication of yoste ul il
; osterday .

Yours respectfully,

H. C. Cor
Secretary Executive Depa;

(Signed.)

[COFY,}
z"\TLANTA, G‘i., December 6
v 2l (,o‘mptz.'r/ller- General, et : ’
the om0 Pun:cntmn of yestorday, add
bl o Opinio‘ . Farrow, Attorney-G;no ;e
n inrelation o matters therlc‘:i‘n'

me by His Bxcelleney th

Hon. Madison Bell,

has been transmitted to
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est that I would congider the ques-
tions made and farnish you with a written -apinion on
the subject matter of your inquiry. In obedienee o
such request, and 88 Auoreey-Genoral pro tem., § now
proceed to answer the legal propositions snbmitted :

ernor, with the requ

it s Hyour legal duty

Your first inquiry is, whether
in section 2d of

ersign the bonds provided for
3, to amend un act L0 aid the
swick and Albany Railroad Company.” After a
carcful review and consideration of-the luw defining the

~ duty of the Comptroller-General, avd of the act 1tseTfT
have no besitation in saying that it is your legal duly
rsign such Ponds issued by dircution of the
T tion of the act approved

Lo count

—to.counte
stnre, uider-the-3d._se
The act reforred tois-cleut.
he State of Georgia
Assembly may
nd coufiters

LQL{ E
September 15, 1870,
it5 provisions, that the bonds of t
issucd for such 'pnrpbsera 25 the General
direct shall be signed by the Governor sn
signed by the Complr()ller-(}eneral, and inagmuch as
ihe General Assembly bave, by wan act 17th October,
1570, directed-the issuing of certain’bonds to the Bruns-
wick and Albany Railroad Company,
have been issued in pursuance of dire
eral Assembly, wod signed by the Governor,
as a matter of law that your legal duty is to counter-
wign them. The act of September 15, 1870, 15 a general
its capiion does not Hmit it to the iss
. whereby 10 redeem a!l bonds, and the coupons thereon
now due or falling due, but i for other purpoies therein
The other purposes contem plated by the act

act;

mentioned.
itaelf, derivable not only from its context, b
tory of its. passage, iz the issue of such other bonds as

might be dircetod Lo by
bly; the act being o
ai'ter its passago !bh
wise speelatly direc
restraing the use

for, but the bondy
eral Assembly for othar
the pzeneral anthority of
the bonds dive
Albany Railrog
were to be bonds undep

ianue

> sued by he Gopopag

” eral,; tho direction,
Within its provisios,

"
i g h.u seeand soetion of
®ocortain elans of

d by dirostion of 1
purposes are wxpressly

ctod Lo bo jusued to the

y vapproved Octobey 3

) 16 0EHOPILY 0f U 4

u.Lconiox:mnbLLLm_LLrL)n"t);)'i ”( et 1
IOV IS G

b :

Or act of ()c,’tobur-]? e by thenub
r

s L0 o '
S }u.~;»1v«ngx»g Ly wd and f
alion, I wonld 1 ity Ly A
o S . : JRILINTITH
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duty of issuing, and tho a
officiat verity preseribed b
issuing by the Governor.
The 4th question is mainly answered, ns tho
of payment is not a mattor for the decigion of tt
troller-Genoral. [for mygelf, [ may add I have
tion a8 to the medium in which al] bonds of this |
to bo iggued under the renewal law, and to putth
beyond disputation, the get of Octobor §, 1870

ing the restraint upon the ‘Governap not to s
other characte

et of countersignic
Yy the law as follos

v of bonds thun those suthorized
act of September 15, 1870, exhibits the policy
“Generab-Assembly-to-make that act Lhefountain.
credit in her future issues of bos
Governor in the discharge of the duties imposed
touching the manner in which the directions
General Assembly relating to the issue of bon
be executed. 1 now como to the sccond questic
the legal duty of the Cofn;)tx'oller~General to iss
coupons to-be ‘annexed to. said bonds, oI find

ds, and coat

letter, in which these ‘questions are propounde
the namis of tlye Comptrolter-(zeneral-is -lithogr
and if this be true, the question of signing the e
doett not urise.  The act of Octobor 17, 1870, autl
the Governor to cause snid bonds to be executed
and legal form. The bond is the obligation,
coupons signed or unsigned, is immaterial. The
on itself, carries on its face, the promise to pay
principal and interest. The Code does not mal
signing of the coupons an cssential part, or in fac
part of its execution. The act of 1843, for.conven
authorized the Treasurer to endorse the coupons f
diie during bis administration; and such eoupons
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collbctublc without tho presentation of the bond. The
Code simply enlarges the convenience by authorizing
the Treasurer to asign the coupons, if the holder desires
him to do 80, and he may do a0 before or after the issue
of the bonds. The only benefit of such signature is con-
venience to the holder, but his signing the counpons
neither adds, nor does the absence of bis signature
diminish the value of the bond a farthing. The bonds
in question are within a peculiar provision, chur,qing
__the Governor with deciding the duc and legal form in
wh)ch they shall b T
ernor m)ght in the issuing of the coupous, authenticate
them by such official authentication as.might import

verity. Thoe Governor-could issuc the coupons without-

¢ Shelnhd

,or e coutd

a signature, or-he could sign them him
direct another to-gign them. Al this is proper and

_within the scope of the law, bat would impose upon the

holder the necessity ofpre%erxting the-bond itself to the

; Trmaurcr to collect the coupon, “only this and nothing
more.” As there is nothirig provided by law i re.”

lation to signing the coupons, dnd this matler is one of
convenience to the bolder, the lithographing your names,

gr-your signing them, imports no obligation and in-

volves no official interference with the duties of another,
and is simply done as the Governor may direct in the
authority given him by the 2d section of the act October
17, 1870. With the.policy or impolivy of the passage
_of these acts, we have nothing to do. Our business is
simply to construe them. 86, I"think it ir your !ugul
duty to-countersign said bvdﬁ and eoupons. when re
quired by the Governor.

. _Nery rcspu,tfuﬂ . A. LLOCHRANE,
(ngngd ). - A?{orncj General, pro tem.

sued; and hy implieation. the Goy-

B4 . -

THE RESULT—THE COMPTROLLER ORDERED 1
SIGN THE BONDS.
{coPY.)

Executive DEpARTMENT,
STATE oF (GEORGIA, :
ATLANTA,‘GA‘, December 6, 1870,
Ordered, That the Honorable the Comptroller-Ger
eral, sign the bonds and coupons of the State of Geargi
for one mitlion eight hundred and cighty thousand do
fars, jssucd in pursuance of an act of the General Assen

) . Rurus B. Bunrock,
L.} the Governoe: .
; I € Carsox;

Secretary fovecutive Departmen

Amaonyg the recommendations made by Major Bell i1
his oficial reports to the Legislature while Combtro“cf
General, was one suggesting to that body the propriety
of furnishing to ench of the maimed Confederate ol
diers of the State an artificial Kmb, when practicable
and when that could not be doneruch a sum of money
annually as the Legislature might think sufficient tc
cnable them o live, or, at least, to relieve their mos:
pressing necessities.  This recommendation, coming
from a Republican, at a time when sectivnal bitterness

and politieal animositics were very strong, caused the

Democratic party throughout the State’ to loek upon

him with much favor, and this, together with his wige
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and prudent course ip regard to issuing éxecutions
- against unreturned wild landa, a8 detailed in the fore-
going correspondence, built up for bim many strong

friends inside of the Domocratic party who would have

heartily endorsed his re-election, but he deelined to

again bocomo & candidate for the office. .
With this brief notice of a small portion of the official

conduct of Major Bell as Comptrolier-General of

Goorgia, the author closes the present chaptor.
The following chapter will be devoted to bis marriage

and other matters connected With’ his domestica
vate life, togetber with a short history of his wifo and

family.
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CHAPTER V.

.

When Major Bell retired from the office of Comp-
troller-General, he entered into the enjoyment of private
life with a sense of great relief. He had been throhgh
the war; he had sssisted in the grent work of Recon-
struction, and discharged faithfully the duties of a very
high and responsible department of the State Govern-

nd-pri-—

ment during those stormy and turbulent timoes suc-

ceeding the war, when reason wmong the people had

been well.nigh set sside, and when passion und preju-

dice against the administration of the Chief Executive
had been fanned into a flame of adverse sentiment all

over the State.  With the cxception of a position to

“which he was appointed in the Trensury Dopartment at

Washington City, and which he was compelled to resign
after a few months’ service, on aceount of il health,
Major Bell from this time took little part in affaira of
public and I)O“Ll(;ﬂlv concern,

On the 13th day of May, 1869, he married Miss Mary

©C. Cox, of Banks:county, Georgia, a lady who was

born 20th July, 15847, and reared swithin about seven
miles of the place where he was born and partly raised.
She had been brought up on a farm, and was thor-

oughly familiar with all the details and managomentof
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domestic affairs; possessing in o remarkable degreo
those qualifications of mind and heart caltulated to win
the affoctions and prepare her for that highest and no-
blest sphere of woman's mission on earth—a good wife
and mother. She never aspired to the distinction of a
socicty lady, in the general acceptation of tho term, but
rather to render home cheerful, and to make happy
those who were in apy way thrown into her society.
1t was, therefore, but & short timo after she left the

country and its simple ways, and took hor place

. besido her husband, who was at that time enjoying the

distinction of onc of the highest offices ot -the-State,
until she had drawn around her a circlo of warm friends
and -acquaintapces in the city. The allurcrocnts of
fashion, with its vanity and show, wrought no- per-
ceptible change in ber character. She was ever the
same loving, faithful and devoted wife and motherevery
day, beautifully illustrating in her life the simple faith
tuugﬁb in early life in the power of rovealed religion.
This union was & most happy and fortunate one, re-
sulting in a bappy, contented and cheerful family—one
which'it is agreat privilege to visit; but before I invite
the reader wyithin, wo will ligger on the threshold to
review for a few moments the previous family connec-
tions of this good lady.
Aris Cox, the grandfather of Mrs. Bell, was 4 native

Virginian, from which State be came to Georgia, when

about eleven years of age, about the commencement of

the Revolutionary war.
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Mathew Cox, her father, was born in Georgi
1809, and died in 1880. He was known to thu‘“
foir many years as an old and highly respected ci
of Banks county, whero ho lived and died, and
be raised a large family of‘boys and gir)s,a;ld man
to accumulate considerable property. He was rega
by all who knew him as a man of strictly honest -
ciples und unflinching integrity, and was o useful ci‘
and an accommodating neighbor.

Mire. Rebecen Cox, his wife, was a native of Geo
and a dgughter of Jesaie White, of Clarke eounty.

-..was born in 1812, and is still living, at_the pre

" wriling, ut the old homesiead in Banks county, w
‘she it noted for ber kindness to the sick and dis‘tret
and is patiently B“.mitinrg}he summons to join
beloved husband on the other shore.

Major Bell and wife have five children—Mary, N¢
Cora, Madison, and Ulysses S, . )

Mary Bell was born May 3d, 1872.

Neliie Bell was born December 26th, 1875,

Cora Bell was born August 2ls\t, 1877.

Madison Bell wag born August 1st, 1879

Ulysses S. Bell was born January 28th, 1884,

Msgjor Belt was loth to give up the scencs of his e
youth and young manhood, and when he was roles

from the onerous duties of official life, his beart o
morc turned to his native bills, and he would gla
have again cust his ot among the friends of es
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! N
youth, but Providence, it seems, bad ordered otherwise, ¥4
8o he took up his residence permanently.in the city of gaiz
Atlanta, where the greater portion of his property bhad ;gﬁ:
accumulated, and where be might enjoy the benefits of é‘-g—;
a prosperous and growing city and its advantnges for - - %E :
edncating his children. ' ?g; z
The family residence is a ncat cottage, on the corner ] ?“i F
of Alezapnder and Luckic strects, near Marietta strect g;? E
car line, and stands upon a beautiful eminence, trom ii: 7
’ * which the water runs in almost every direction, and is ';‘3 &
T in Rightof the historie—battle-grounds.. of. Genersl ",;—E%
Sherman's memorable campaign around the cily in o ~§ Sz
1864. At this place bis cbildren were born, and bere :9-.5
has contered for many years the warmest and tenderest : gg g

affections of his beart and life; here he hag held sweet

WpUS oy
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converse with friends and entertained some of the most gz

noted and-distinguished men of. the present gencration, g ::

including learned statesmen and distinguished jeaders .’—,Z

of the church. s ,‘?;

No one leaves the sanctuary of this home without j;

impressions for good. The influcnees et in the society é% !

| of this family are calculated to canoble and purify the ; "z'_':j
3 nind, and to strengthen one for the conflicts of dife. =& z
. Joth of these parents are members of the Methodist ZE #

Episcopal Chureh, South, and their fives are examples it

of religious faith and piety. 5:;

And the Lord has becn very gracious and kind, in Ej

that mo mortal disesse bas afflicted them or the children, éé
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‘though the father passed through many of the common
afllictions of life, some of which resulted, no doubt,from

‘OXPOBUTEL0 the Vicissitudes of camp life during the war.
F

or the present we leave the subject of this sketch
enjoying a moderate dogree of health and prosperity,
in the prime of manhood, and in posscssion of afl those
facalties of mind and heart calculntod to endear him to
family, friends and socicty, with the hope that hig his.
tory of usefulness Lo mankind én'a_v incroaso with ad-
vancing years, a

nd that a crown of eternal life awaits
dim-at-the-end:

S




APPENDIX.
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i . tter of
The following pages are added simply as a matter 0

veferenge for the children and family of‘ bfujor)?i::;
being selected from albums and othgr .§§mll? reco
which it is thought best to preserve by ;r‘xserhnmg o
in thig place. The following is & copy of Major Be

Diploma a8 & graduaate of the Lumpkin Law School :

f

them
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State of Georgia.

To all to whom theso presents shall come, Groeting
Know ye that Madison Bell is of good moral characte
- is woll skilled in the ‘Laws, and is competent to et a
an Attorney, Solicitor and Counsellor in the severn
Courts of Law and Equity in“thié State from  hi
attendance-upon-the-Lumpkin-Law-School-situntes
the seat of the University of Georgin, and the prope:
officers of said Law School hereby grant to him thi
Diploma, as evidence of his graduaation, and to entitle
him to all the rights and privileges conforred apon the
sraduates of said Law School by the Act of the Gen-

cral. Assembly incorporating the same, approved -De-
cember 19th, 1859. )

In witness whereof, thie Professors have hereunto set
their hauds and caused the seal of the corporation
tn be &fﬁxcd; this 18t day of February, 1861,
Jos. HENRY Lumeriw,
Taos. IR, R. Cons,
Wu, Hore HuLr,

Professors.
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®

ADVICE FROM AN AGED PRECEPTOR TO HIS PUPIL,
Mg. MADISON BELL.

Be coarteous; be composed ; be panctual in all your
engngeineﬁts. Groco is intonded for religion ; when ap-
plied to worldly business, it should be called disgrace;
and be who does not keep his appointments, will he
doomed to the fate of the ancient virgins.

... Be respectful to the Bench as well as your scuiors at

the Bar. Flippancy, frowardness, and forwardncss are
cxceedingly unbecoming the youthful attorney. Let
every secret communicated by a client be kept as close

as “Natures taciturnity.” You are his “other self.”

Repudiate the ethics of Lord Brougham, who declured ®

in his defense of Queen Caroline before the House of
Lords, that an advocate ghould know but one person in
‘the world, and that was his client. As the minister of
justice—and such he is—he owes duties to the court and
the country which be may not disregard: Ieis not the
gerf or slave of any man. ¢ may not press for o
wrong judgment, much less the convictinn of an inno-
cent man. Law, and justice according to law, should be
his motto.

Let your manner be warm, enorgetic, sincere.  Harn-
estness begets an electric. sympathy between spenker
aud hearer which we cannot describe—which nothing

else can supply—which is irresistible. Be thankful

e TOICE W hIADOTI D YA fiR s s
pering everand-anon in your ear, i
g 1
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that you have no forofather's feol to stand uy
posterity to look to; aspire to be the found:
race. The golden round is before you; the
gx:nap it is yours, and if you fail the caut:G of 1]
,v:-l” bc yours. Remember tho language of 1
lichilieu, #“That in the vocabulary of youth, w
Tegerves for s bright manhood, thore is no Sl;c!
FAIL" God never created o man whom he
endow with ability to sustain himsolf in th

whereunto he wus called, Listen to tho sti

n.ot born to die and loave no mark behind ot )'
kac Sampson, cvbry green withe that wo}:lldl"
1r;1181y bind you to indolenco and pieasuro ;f
abr in ¢ i ’
pm::ri.m all the native freedom nnd strength
Cling to the Conatitution. This urk c(l)nt
eradle of liberty in which you were roeked I:l
the sacred urn wheré the uahes of your pu'triot
mrmlder,' Cling to this ark, therefore, and d
while a drop of blood is propelled from y,'our h( .
shred of muscle quivers on your bones '1'1'?:
the friend of liberty and equality, or fall Iau 8 mz;
Fear God and keop hig commundﬁlentﬂ for thi
whole duty of man; and may Hoaven dei:ond '
all evil, and crown your offorts with succoss "

Josery Hewny 1
JUMP
Athens, Nov. bth, 1861,
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- h
Be true to thv God and He will pever forsake thee.
. nto
Be truc unto thyself, and thou canst not be false u
" Your friend,
oo Trgos. R. R, Conp.

Athens, Nov. 8th, 1860.

o »'tl
I trust my name may always be sssociated with

) in | School.
ast ot the Lumpkin Law )
pleasant hours past & e i,

N, T4 TREG e S S

[The following is from an sibum dedicated by Major
- Bell to his dzxugbﬁterﬂ.)wu -
‘ Thie album is presented by a loving father, Madison
Bell. to his darling daughters, Mary, Netlie and Cora.
Washington, D. C., July 24, 1879.

i Bell : ‘
De;;:rttllifilna;yfath er requests that [ shall inmcribeI l,l;.c
first lines in this album, which he has bought um: d e(r;
cated to you and your younger gisters. And he x'a(icud
guested that I shall pen sometbing that you may

hon you grow up. Now, what better sentiment or
wnon y N

sxim could 1 put in this first sheet, than to enjoin
m
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-upoﬁ you the scriptural injuncti(;li “Honor thy
and thy mother, that thy days muy be long uj
dand which the Lord thy God giveth thee.”

ALEXANDER H. Srep:
National Hotel, Washington, D. ¢, 34 July, 187

Dear Sissy Nella Bell

1 am penning these lines to you when you a

~young. to know.anything-about them;-but }6r';
read when you become older and can understand
Remember, then, through life, the injunction‘ ot
mon, “Fear God and keep hig commandments, fo
is the whole duty of man.”

ALEXANDER H. StEpHs
National Hotel, Washington, D. €, 3d July, 1879,

Well, what shal} 1 write for baby Cora Bell.
father says I must say something for her, infant th
she be, thatil must write something for her to read
she enters upon life, after { have departed. Then,
Cora, when you grow up remember that He who s
#R never man spuke said “Blessod are the puro in t

for they shatl see God.”

AvUrXANDER H. STEPHED
National Hotel, Washington, D. O, 34 July, 1879,
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o . J
Bishop Geo. F. Pierce also favored this precious fa

iy album with-a message to the children as follows :

De{:g‘i":&:‘z};er requests me to write & line in your al-

bum. He wishes you to read it when you are older. IIL

was my privilege to baptize you and pray for ?vou. 1

after times remember that you have been dedxcat.,ed .lo

God. To Him you belong. Love \Him, Q)cy Him, in
. all things: then it will be well with you(;fIO;\?v;:;RCE.

Nov. Tth, 1879.

For little Cora :

On this ddy, the 7th Nov. I baptized you and your
gister and brother. 1 asked God to take carc of ym:],
bring youw up in the church and prepare you to do goo ,
in thie"world. 1 hope you will live long-and.be happy

all your days . ¥. PigrcE,

Nov. Tth, 1879

Madison Bell, Jr.:

i o155 ns. By the
You are now o habe in your mother's arm )y

Divine biessing you may live 4o be a man. . I hape you

Wil At the right-time, you must.learn to read an‘d
d : i i i i

study, that you may be wise. The highest wm'dom .

1o kpow God—to do justly—love mercy—belicve in

Christ, and prepare for beaven. G. F. Prince.

Ngvember Tth, 1874,
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Miss Mary Bell:

Your affectionato father asks me to write ¥t
notice in this book as g memento of tho friend
respect that exist betwoon us sinco our assoc
the Treasury Department at Washington. I

will live long to0 love him as faithfully as he ¢

Jonn Sm;
November 20, 1881,

Dear Nellie Bell - -

___The years that wiy measure-the -time e
at womanhood will, in all probability,
life. I hope, however, this will serve
the kindiy fealing thint I chorish

re-yo
close my
to inspirc
for your fathes

3 Jonn Sum
Hovember 20, 1881,

For Little Corg :

T'can only wish that he

r life may be joyous and
that she may be b

appy in her home and life, anc
than all, that she may secure the crown of righte
for the world to come.

JOUN Syen;
November 20, 1881,

For Little Madison, Jr. -

I leave a word of advice. Be brave, truthfa
manly, Love your mother and sisters,

Try ho:
to find out the rig

ht way, and then pursue it four
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L - - . .

and firmly. In this way you -will best honor your
father and win the respect of your fellow-men.
JouN SHERMAN.
November 17th, 1882.

Dear Miss Mary Bell:

Remembor now thy Creator in the days of thy yomh,
while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh
when thou shalt say | bave no pleasure in them.

-What a beuumf'u\ ndmonmon this is to cvery youth
And how Iove\y ‘the churacter of the young lady who

heeds it.
Josern E. Brown,

November 17th, 1882.

Dear Miss Nellie Bell :

Fear God and keep His Commandments, for this i#&
the whole duty of man. For God ghall bring every
work into judgment with every secret thing, whether it
be good or whether it he evil. ) )

How 1mpormnt, iv is, then, that oar dcods “be not evil

Josepu E. BrowN.

November 17¢h,"1882.

FS

Dear Little Miss Cora Bell:

When you are old enough to refiect on the groat end’
and duty of life, remember that™ our Divine Rédeemer
has said, «Phou shalt love the Lord thy God with alb

- . 75

iby beart, and with all thy mind, and with all
and with all thy strength.”

This is the first and great commandment

November 17th, 188.2, Josepy E_' B

Dear Little Madison, Jr. :

‘ VVht.en you-are a young-man, and 1eflect on th

#nd wisdom of God, you will be struck with the
‘ of the expression, that when God laid the found

the earih, “the morning stars sung together anc
tong of God shouted for joy.” And you will be
with the solemmt) of the declaration that wher
died on the cross there wns a darkness over
earth, from the sixth 1o the ninth hour of the da
died that we might live,

November 17th, 1882, Josern E. Ba

Lo the Children, one and all ;

Long and well bave § known your fatber, and
you ever be under temptation to do wrong,
example and his good name restrain you. As )
walked in the path of daty and bonor, may e
yon do likewige.

L. E. Breckr



