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DEDJCATION. 

Tr, th,· Chilt!ro1 o.f Afadison a11d ,!fary C Edi.-

The Israelites, in· their journeyings through the wilder· 

ness, were guided L>y a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar 

of fir<: by night. God provided these unmistakable evi­

<lences of His love and protection in order that they might 
__ kno_w that they were the chosen of the-Lord:·-

This little volume is dedicated to you in order that the 

irreproachable example of your loving father ·and mother 
may guide you safely through this world. 

Nove111b(·r
1 

1887. THE AUTHOR. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

·Tho Rubject of tbir; Hketdl iA, in nomc respects, one of 

·the most romarkabjc; men ()f our times; posReBRing­

thooc noble traitR of <;baracter and of mind capable of 

·"'oizing Urn opportunities of the hour and utilizing them 

-·~br hiR O\\;n pr:ornotion and fOr the good vf othcr-R
1 

and 

thuR be<:oming a true benefactor of the human race. 

Coming upon the stage of a:ction at tbe time, and 

·under the ch·cumstaricCH t<urrouDding him
1 

his name 

wii/ go to make up the roll of honored heroes of thiR 

. be:wtifo!. and bel<>ved SouthlatJd;-and Wilt rcmulri ;11·· 

tbe hihtory of Lbe o'JllH of Georgia as one who did 'much 

from a very humble beginning to add lo the lustre of 

his native State. As a representative ,,f the brave and 

,·hivalrouo sons of the Soi1tb, and of that open-hearted, 

goneroUf~ hoBpitality that characterizeH the Southern 

people, be may be said to have few Buporiora among 
hif'. euntcmporarieH 

··nc w:is bo-rr)--to be a leader, and was a leader of 

th<1ught and action·, in public and in private life, during 

·and after the war between t1te Slates; and in many of 

that contri\· tbe <on terpriscs 
time to the internal imprO\ 

Georgia. . . ·c \ntcrc 
He took an nctiv 

. h'• \n.te civil wnr, a dur1n<r t e 
...., tic bocamc unhappy strugg 

B.cconstruetion mcusurcs, 

t likely to' the n1ca.n~ mos -

t .It" pr0j)Ul' Hlill\18 State o " 

Cnion. 
Wben thi;; ha<l been act 
. . . f hi<rh trusl an 

poBlllOll 0 o ll. 
scrve'd accq1tably to a 

· · I seruti ny !l. the most r1g1c .... 

l ·t. of" ll.11 who bold cone ue 
. LI by the State 

thiB peno '~-· . char 
. <lmlnistrat19n1 hrn -
" t ·cp without the i;lightcs ' . 

. <l. 'd i·ilil,. ol The in !Vl l' J . 

:. , f II determ1n 
0 ~~ry act .i n \ 
't 1 , full rneasn disehurgc l w 

. · . with a. patriotie eitize111 ., 

Stu.to n.nd that a\on~~, w, 

in i:onh!.ct with h1111, 

1. fficcr ·or »B-U-] pub1co' . 
thf'1ill,. 1rnecrtc>l, I be tru J 

't\ sueh a hr favored w1 ' 

'1uircmenttt in 

:.1A m~r)N BEJ.1,. 

the m 



tbe 0ntcrpriRcB that contribute BO rn11cb "t the present 

time to the internal improvement and development of 

Georgia. 
1le took an uetive interest in tbe ~n,nHe of the Soulh-

during the late civil war, and at the termirmtimi of tha '• 
unhappy struggle became an earne•l Bnpportcr of th0 

1leconstruction mcusurcH, as propo~e<l by Cong-rc~r., ~1.H 
the mcanR most likc!y to secure the restoration of the 

State lo its prop<'r status as a member of the Fedora I 

UDWn. 
Wben this had been >iccornpliBhcd, be waB c1tlicd lo a 

position of high trust and reeponsibility, in which lw 

Berve·d >icccptu.bly to all parties; ,w<l, notwithstanding 

the most rigid scrutiny and investigation of the official 

conduct of an who b~ld official st!ltion of any kind, al· 

this period, .1.'.Y the S·wte >i11thoritieH of the euccccdi11g 

a..<lroinistrat!9_n: bis t:haractcr w~rn left nnHtillied and 

without tbc oligilteHt repro~ch. 
T:ie individuality oC hie cbarnctcr, evincing in .0;>· 

every alt a fnll_deLcrmination lo do c.1 aclly rig/it, nnrl to 

diodrnrge the full rneae11rc of hiH duly ""an bonefll. and -·- • 

patriotic citi1,cn, with an ey~ ·single to tue g'>od ot".thn 

Stat-c and that u\one
1 
wa.~ lrnvrcRMcd upon all who came 

,.in '.•ont>cU with !Jim, either a• a Ro\di<>r, politician, 

p1iolrc·officcr, or·f>•- a .. priy_at<i_0tir,_en. l ndccd, it may 
be truthfully a8bertcd) that t.:·omparn.tively fo\\~_T_r_1_l~Tl- a-re--

favored with ouch a happy combination of Hll>nlal ''". 

quiremento in the managcmcut of llffuii·e a>< Major' 

M.A1ll~ON BJ:LL. 
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It.is the intention of the wril<'r 
and rntimatclr ·1c . . 'who hus been Ion 

I
. . ' r1ua1ntcd with h 
ittlc volume ( , . im, lo JH'OHcnt, in thi 

written not . I 
profit, but for futu" f wit l the expectation o 
, re re erenec for l. . 

l1malc friends) a .· ·I llB children and in 
. ' ' s1mp e portrn}'Ui f I 

ncnt incidents of 11· 1·1· ' o t io most promi 
lR J c · ,. nd · t . 

nearcRt and d ' " l rn hoped that Li 
I io1• ". earest. t.o him by the tics oi JOB• 

. 1 !I I appreciate ti . natural a ff cc 
w impulse ti 

tr} present th.i:-; brief k I . 1lltt moving the writer 
k. l ' ote i of nuo wl I 

in( and dl:u·itab!(' . 10 iai; ever been 
,, .u1d in no .-:en f I , HO a He lo any tru~t. 

I 



CHAPTER L 

James Bell, a Ron of Tho-;, us Bell, tho gran(lfather of 

Madison Bell, was a native of Pennsylvania, and moved 

to Virginia, where Major John Bell, the father bf· 
Madison, was ,born. 

Major Jobn Bell, wl101J quite ·a yonng man, went to 

South Carolina, where he engaged in businesA. Hero 

be became acquainted with and married Miss Narcisaa 

Lockard, a lad}• who had been born and reared in 
Cheater District of that State. 

"While living in South Carolina the older members of 

-Major John Bell'" family were born, viz: .John L .. Bell, 

Cbarncr Bell (who died while an infant), Aaron Bell, 
Mary P. Bell, and William H. ·Bell. 

While tho last natned-nidiard, u8 he was called­

-was yet nn infant, the family moved lo <Jeorgia, and 

~ettlcd on tlfo waters of Grove river, in Hall (now 

Ba11kB) county, during th(' early Meltliug of tbi• portion 

of the State, and cnga_!:(ed in farming, At tliiM place 
________ .the_ i·emaining--mernbc'" of ·-Major-Jahn .Be!rsfafuily- --, 

-were born, viz: Harriet, Narcisea, Anderson W., 

Madioon, nnd_J\llen J., Mudi"'>n being born on the 25th 
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1836 It will thllB he seen 
day of J uoe, . orn Lo them, and 

thr•t ~it<di,on 

o11 tbis place 
was the seventh son b 

he was partly raised. 11 hov hif father 
. yet a Bma .J' 

While Madison was . tcrestcd in some 
. b. th bccomn in . 

having, before bis ir .' miles nothwcst and on 
b ut twelve or thirteen . ovcd bis 

lands, a o C' Wi.hoocbnc river, m 
·d of the "" 11 ·ning the wesl Bl o d en arrccl in go ( mi , 
.1 to this place an g .., entire fami Y 

· g "·,rJohn and farmin · d ·ntirely by """.I l 
ft,e ward ownc e the 

This place, u r . e been known '" 
d ]"" ever sine l 

Bell, was then an . 'I 'n H1dl county, twc vc 
. . lt is situate< ' t , 

Glade'gold mines. . f CaincRville;on tic 
h b ·antiful city 0 , · , 

miles north oft e c '"teofWhitceonnty, 
nd Ga., tbe countI "' the 

road to Clevela , thriving town on 
t of Bellton, a d 

and six mileB wes . The farm iH neetied own 
A. Linc railway. I in 

Piedmont ll" . Blue RiJgc ~lountaino, an< · 
t the foot:billH of tbo b antiful natural 

a. Borne of the most c . •e 
8 urrounded by , l ct (;eorgia. A larg 

f. d in '\ ort ma. - . 
i;ecnery to be oun • . into whid1 empticH 

\ tic plantation, f 
·reek runs throug l ' • . I . • aL the ti me o 

c treamf'. Thrn pace) 
Bcveral smaller s . ,1.

1 
.. 

1
.,wered to bo 

li3+0) was "· 
which we write (about , mbcr o!' rid1 depositH 

hi • <·coiint <Jf a nu - h • 
<]uitc valua eon a J three diamondR ave 

. . .. d that two or 
of gold; und it lB oai . the writer knows, was 
-been f6i1rFl-·off th\il pla.cc---0.ne_,_ l - < f Madie()n, who, at­

C Bell an uncc J. 
found by 'rhomas . , G .This diamond waH 

\' at lfoliton, a. ' k 
thiB writing, ivcH , ·ll b Dr. ftiehard ban B, 

j Major· John Be Y purehased rom · 

--11 .;_ 

of Gainesville, who sent it to Philadelphia, where i 

was valued at about two hundred and fifty dollars 

The Doctor afterwards had it set in a finger ring and 

gave it to his daugbter, Susan, now a Mrs. Beckor, 

living in Atlanta,'who still has it.in her possession. Jt 

was on exhibition at the Cotton Exposition in Atlanta 

in 1881, and attracted much attention. OtherR were 

said to have been found on the same place, but of those 

the writer has no personal knowledge. 
1 From various portions of tho country people gath­

ered in to engage in the rich harvest of the )'l'eciou_s_ 

metaJ, and, us is common ·\vith mining diBtrictf', mu.ny 

of tbe rougher and immoral cbaractorn assembled, and 

the morn! statu8 was at a lo"· ebb. 'l'be countr.i:: it•olf 

was sparsely settled, and tho manners and habits of 

this sec:tiou at that time were of a very plain and lln· 

sophiHticatecl character; at least the unodueatcd, and, 

i,, tho- main, the dissipated. elei'ncnt r)f society prn­
dominatcd. 

13ut .. HajrJr Jobn Bell waH a ma11 <lf. \·ei·y Rtrong na­

tive inte.Jlr~ct, of ir~ep,rOar;bable mo1~al intt'gritr
1
-antl far 

above an average in buKinei:;1::1 judgment and GU.JJlleity; 

and his wife \\'a8 an cunicst Chr·iHtian, a wa:-m.frnart_edL 

gcneroirn lady, po8be."8ing many highly cultivated tal­

ents, and Aincerely dcvot(•d to the \\'el!aro of her chil~ 

dreo; and doubtlcfo_ the advantage• of carljr .. parontal ·­

lruining and nmtraint. had muc:h inft11enec in thcfOrma· 

tion oftbc churacter 'Jfyoung )1udiRrH1
1 

notwithRtandi.ng 
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the many evil influences generally prevailing, and es­

pecially in this locality'. 
In polities, Major John Bell was an old line Wbig, 

and while his county often elected Whig candidates for 

county officers and members of the General Assembly, 

be never was a candidate for any office whatever, pre· 

ferring to devote bis time and attention to his forming 

irnd mining interests and the improvement of bis new 

home. 
About the time Madison wa• fourteen years of age, 

his father was stricken with paulysis and died about the 

_third day afterward, being at the time of his death fifty­

seven years, three months and one day old. He left no 

will, and toe administration of the affairs of tl1e estate 

foll upon the widowed mother and her son Hicbard, 

guardians_h_()ing appointed by the Court for the minor 

children. 
_AB the writer remembers Mrs. Bell, Bhe waB of Scot_.. 

tish-Welsh de•cent, a lady greatly beloved by all who 

knew her. Modeety and charity, and perhapH it would 

be proper to add, domestic qualities, were very promi­

nent cburncteristic• of her lifo. She w11R truly a devoted 

wife; an affectionate mother:, a kind and indulgent miB-
. I 

tress, gi-~ally beloved by er B¢rvaotB; and, al though 

i<uch duties·'-'" those of administratrix were very differ· 

ent from those of the accustomed channel of her life, 

sbe dispoend of the eBtale of her deceD.Bed .husband in a 

·manner si;lisfactory to all interested. She lived to be 
; .. 

-13 .. 

sixty years of age, und on tbo 4th d . 
died a peaceful a d b ay of May, 1861-
buBb d . n . appy death, having surv1V'tld her 

. . an for a period ,,f about ten 
·buried by the . i . years, and was 

"" c of him in Hall 
0nc and a half ·1 county, about 

m1 cs from tho old b 
the burying g_ round b . omoHtcad, 

c1 ng very n B I ' 
which church h·d b car elRChapel, 

. u eon erected in h . 
Major Jobn B ·II l . . l o miun by 

" '' uring hrn lifo-ti . 
numcd after IHm I , h mo, and winch was 

'J l c preacher th · -
drcuit. ·· on '"charge of that 

The w··it; · I - . . 
~ or Ill.ti a fHlrntod rfl()tbei· r • . - -

llicso old piouccrs of H II csllng hero among 

b 
a county and ti 

t e place will l' ' , . . ' ie aconory of 
'ngez 111 IJJs mcmor tl 

of the most Blier d y irough life a" oue 
e spots on earth Not f: " 

first "'P~-..thc light of d . . ar •rom bore be 
ay, and at this pl b . 

to Bchool to Mad is B II uco o first went 
. on e who 

merging into manh d '" was at that time just 
· ., 

00 
• Ihe buildin 

g111n1ug ((}-.show-a· . f. g was then be-
•gns-o ·deeay and h I 

leveled to the ground b ' - as ong-aince been 
. • ut another and 

t1al structure h .b more substan-
"" eon erected near b 

tho memory of tr h y, to perpetuate 
iose w ose bodi ' 

with tho dust Ete . es now lie mingling 
· .. rnity alone ca 

has wrought thro h n reveal what God 
r . ug tho.~o humb1e i11 
Tbrn place is situated l . strumonts of his. 

h 
w0 miles north f th C 

· ooebee river on tl . 0 e batta-
' >e road from Atb 

The cbureh Hto< <l · b en" to Cleveland. 
· J J URt Y the road t th 1 · 
lflg nortb-u bcaut·f 1 I ' o e eft !land go. 

' u ' ovoly epot f and surrounded . b -per eclly lev<il 
Wll natural fot·<'r:sta Tl , 

- . . IC gravo.yar<l 
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is also neur the road, and a Jillie south of the old 

church, on tbe top of a beautiful eminence gently slop· 

ing off in all directions. 
Here we may stand and commune with Nature in her 

most lovely aspects. Looking to the north, the tower-

\nt; peaks of fbe 
forms to kiss tb11 flying clouds, and in winter seem to 

reach upward, to mingle with the regions of eternal 

_ snow. To the east and south are the distant river hills 

beyond the lovely vale of the Chattaboochee,,w hi le a 

beautiful lar.dscape lies between, interwoven with small 

farms and orchards, whlle to the west, though not iu 

sight, is tbo old homestead of tho Bell family, which has 

already been partially described. 
'rhe graves of Major John Bell and wife are enclosed 

tog~ther by a handsome iron railing, surrounded by a 

clump of eedars and other natural growth. A neat 

marble headstone bearing the following inscriptions 

stands over eaeh-grave, while around them sleep the 

remains of many dear friends ctnd neigh borB who have , 

followed then on to the bette.- land : 
G 
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Isaac Rylee, wbo bad married Harriet (an elder 

Kister), was appointed Madison's guardian, and he re­

mained on the farm, plowini: and hoeing, and porform­

i-ng other ordiuary labor with the other handH_, irnd o<> 

easionally attending 8Ueb !-<cboolH ar. were ta11ght in 

tbat immediate neighborbond. 

The houses in which these 8CUO(JIH were taught were 

log cabins, of a ainglo room or apartment, rough plank 

tloorB loosely thrown down, and supplied with no fur­

niture except rough slab seat8 constructed on the bench 

,or stool order, and without backH. 

The teachers of that ti me in upper (i.i<Jrg!a Wflre 

generally men of very limited education, very often. 

being possessed of no learning beyond the bare rudi­

ments of common ltnglish brancheH. They knew but 

one thing perfectly, and that was_th_e "rt_ofgoverninir a 

gchool by a rigid discipline oi force; and the pupilB sel­

dom failed to yield to the eloquent persuasion of the 

long, keen hickory--switch, which usually occupied a 

very eonspicuous position near the teacher's chair. 

This silent but powerful monitor had, no doubt, a very 

salutary restraining influence upon the schools of this 

time; but it is surprising to see bow slowly tbe world 

came to recogniz.e the fact, that intcllectuul, and not 

phyBical forcoo were the great r:onservators of thio 

world's morals. 

In this way, aiternating between farm work and at­

tending i;cbool .. young Madison obtained a limited-

17 

knowledge of spelling. reading and writing; nnd being 

possessed of an ambitio11s and aspiring disposition be 

often studied hard at night, and when not at \VO~k' on 

the farm taught oome two o~· three Bcbof>IH in the neigh. 

borhood, c:omporwd mainly of young children; and in 

one of these "choolR the writer wns tit-st initiated into th 
0 

mysteries of the English language. Young MndiAon 

was at that time hoarding with hiA brother Richurd, 

and the wdter ti.ion being too small to attend alone, tho 

teacher. came by on hi~ way to Hchool
1 

whieh· wus then 

being tanght at Hcll'e Cha pol, and took chargo of him 

on hie w;iy to -'ch on I and baek aguin. Jn thi
8 

way ho 

eontinned to \Vr;rk and ~tndy 1 availing hinrnc!f of ovory 

J>08H1ble mea11H. of imp1·nvcrnerit
1 

until u.bout cightocn 

yearn "f' age, wl1en he '"" employed by Mr. Aaron 

\Vhclchci ''-' a dc··k, at' Hevc11 dollurH per month. 

Mr."Whctcrrnhny_;qJren rfoing hueiilo;i~=irl Gain;_,svillo 

tho C<Junty Lo~vn of fiuJI tounty,1t.-iagcnoru.I mcri.:Ii~·ilf~­
Jlorc he re111ai ned 1 HI-' -a rialernnan

1 
fbr a period of 

000 

year, which J!OKition ho filled to tbe eatiHfoction of bi
8 

employer; and while .\Jr. Whelchel had greatly in­

~reuscd hiH wagen for tlic Hl'Cond ycai·, young .Madison 

had determined, after due (_'.onsidcration, to give np hiB 

po""sitioH and enter 1q1nn tbc Ktudy of law, which ho 

~ommonced under the direction <Jf (;ray & Banks," law 

firm tbon pructicing al Gainueville. J\ft0 ,. studying 

with thmrn gentlemen a fov\'"· monthR, the law d~pnrt­
mout waH addod to ihe State Cniver1·dty at Atbcrm. 
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. tment at ibal time were "The professors of this depar . me 
. k' Chief fustice of the Supre 

.. Joseph H . .Lump rn, " ,' , <l Wm. Hope. 
Court of (~corgi a; Thos. R .!.. Cobb, an 

d distinguiFhcd 1'1wyerA of their Rull, >ery learned M1 

<lay. , . . l . ''f<C of i11stru<lio11 in this After rctcr··:1ng a regu ur cot t . . 

l . lmcnt of the l'niYer"ity, 11c grarluaterl with •llh· 
(Cpar ··J the {Jl'H('ticeof lnv·: in Hornet·1 tinction, and eommcnccc 

the county Bite of Banh eounty. 

/__ (J /fF.47-: u .V <'i"" 

';JAMES p. fiAl?d;e;;;;;-:_ JCT -C.S.,<t, 

·B~~..v-- Tfr.v, :23, 1.f:Jb 

lt!tl.t.ro 1 A- 8ATT.?.E /(JVo>< Vrl t cc; '/..FRW. 

__,__ A/ o v, ~ 9--;/ rt,-3 

L fJv i54 

S~fl7. :/ :J, /,f o 9 

MA~ J.J'/ /£'"77 

8 t:J ,t:.,v -,UA-7 /?,, /.f/'rt 

'ou:=:u - re=-t? 1 ~ 1 ?tf'J 

_r£ 4_,(/_(:_,_j_- //1 /(C!ll_o?_~ 
tf o .-t ..v ~ iJEc ;,z;? / I !fJ:;'3 

D/?;e; _ SE('1. 17/ 19/7 

CHAP'l'Im II. 

Bank~ \Vas a new e<;unty (having beon orgnnizod in 

1858), and formed ori,;inully from portions of Hnbor­

shum and Franklin <:ounticc<, a portinn of Hall being 

subsc·quently added, a11<l in 1,8.Il,~Dr.__~~l~atl1_R BcllL 

who wan at that time I'cpi:cso~tativo from llanks, intro­

·ducc;J a bill, \"hich """ passed, clrnnging the lines be­

tween Jfank, and Jackson so as to include all that por­

tion (Jf tbe !utter county, as for '" tb-u Athens und 

CJn,ieluIJd road, and intersecting with said road, at tho 

place where the town ~f :lluys•;ille 11011'.., stands, on the 
Nortb E::uilern Hailroud. 

At the time the new couuty was l'orrnod, Joseph H. 

Banks was a rnernbcr of tlie .Lcgiolaturo from Hull 

county~ and was o~posed to the bill-at lca~t he ?bjeeted 

.to the, new county infringing npon tho ter1·itory of 

Hull-and tbo friends oft be measure proposed to name 

the now county in bono~ of his father, tho lumonted Dr. 

Richard Banks, an eminent physician and •urgcoa of 

Gainesville, who livu<I for rnanr yua1·s in that town, 

and who, it may be proper to remark, was tho precep­

tor of Dr. W~. R Bell while be was a student of'n1odi­
.cine. 

/l..t:V,F,(&;.o ;r -- ;i;f. ()' 

w, !?. i3£LL - 81:J1t.v .• Oar 30.1 /.f-:t(, 

t! /IEsr.v~ /);sc;c S. t'? "'cRD 

Oic: 0 - 'J"[JL '7' ~ /~ /(, 
_ --- -- ~i"o ,.,.vaf.il~, t:""' 

-·· --·-~---·--·-----------,~----·--·-



It is said that this inducement, however, foiled lo re­

move the objection of Mr. Banks, and the bill pttssed 

' without inclnding any portion of Hall at th.at time; but 

Mrs. Martha Banks, the widow of Dr. Banks, gave the 

new county the sum of one hundred dollars, as a token 

of her appreciation of the honor conforrcd upon the 

name of bcr deceased husband. 
Homer, the county-Rite of the new county, w11s a pros-

- perous and thriving young village; Athens ~aR the 

nearest railroad point, and the place where Harmony 

Grove, the young business giant of Northeast <3eorgia 

now stands, was little more than u. eamping·ground 

where the wagoners from North Carolina and tho 

mountains of ::\orth Georgia siopped for the night, or 

during the day to let their t-eams ~est in the shade. 

There was one business houBc and a blacksmith Rhnp 

near the road at Harmony (;rove, and few people 

dreamed that the busineso of Northeast Ueo,·gia woul.d 

ever sustain snch a place u.8 it now lR, or that H, would 
ever grow to be as large a place aB Homer was. 

i'l;e- new county was not troubled to any extent with 

litigation, but al the recommendation of the distin­

guished Judge Lumpkin, Mr. Bell decided. to make it 

his future home. He accordingly identified. himself 

wi;,h the people of tbe county, and rapidly roHe in their 

confidence and est.-Oem, doing a large abap> of th" legal 

business of this section until the war came on. 

He was l!H ardent Union man and an earnest op-
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-poncnt of tLe mca,u1·eo of" -
orabl, • ., I J . -cccRs<on, and did all ho hon-

, c:ou' to pre,·cnt it. Lut f' -
adopted the 0 r - ' a IC!" the State bad 

rt lllaneo of Sccf•t1fiio _1 

the result h. . . · 
11

' a;iu war enmo as 
' centered the l:lervieo of hi . . ~ 

a.volunteer private - C . H natl\c Stui'o llB 
tn aptarn Deluuc ·' , . l 

pany wl · ·) . } "ca\ a ry com-
- ' llC l WUF _UR81gned lo duty in th f ' 
Legion, and remained . . o amoua Cobb a 
\7' • . JO aet1ve Aervioo two • . 

<rg1n1a, during which time hiR healtl L years JD 

paired on account f . k i ocamo much im-
o SIC llC!-:lH arid OXflO ' d 

hent home on ·.1. fu ·I I sure, a.11 ho was 
• 1 nug L 

-- While at !tom-· d - . o, an after hi8 health Ind b 
t1all - . · ' eon par-

} reHtor:ed, lH!.re~civcd authorit. t ". , 
(~ompany frJr Hervi,, . 1 } o u.use a. canih·y 
e "d d - . ·_ -cc "' the Confederate nrmy, and au,_,. 
cc c lfl cnlistrng one of tl10 I argent eav·dr_y . . 

uver l'ldejed in );orth f;eor 'i' . . -~ __ Q9mp4n1cs 
ahlc-bo'J' d . g u, pr<nc<pally composed of 

ic ;oung men, \Yho entore<l tl . ·II th JG scrvJC·c witl 
a e entl1mdanrn tbat ,..i Jove of , - l 
oftl. '-' ' . country and the cause 

ie ooul h could <ns1iirc 'l'l • . . . . . ic3 "'ere pr<no11· II f 
tho oc,untics of J'· k J ia Y rom 
. .>..lll B, ac:ksou! Frariklin nnd a 

from Habnnbam and Hall. ' fow 

Mr. Holl was elected (' 1 · _ p 
f·ount. .... . - Alf> n1n' uytun Bw;h, of Bankfl 
, }, 1'1rRtL1cul<,nant, and 1RaacW Al· , 
l'ar k L· • cxandcr ol 

_, l H, i_Jceond Lic1Itc1Jant Tl. ' _ · JJa new eompany 
aes1gned to tbc Eleventh r;eorgia Cavalr}-- (' t . Iwl asl 
Hoon licin J ' _,.ap arn el 

g promoteu to the rank of .M • . . 
pnrti f · llJO•, Hcrving a 
. on o the time under General \Vhoelcr d, 

lion of tl · an a por-
ie time under General Howell C bl . (' . 1) . O J lrl JCOrg1a 

- uring tbr- latter portion 'Jf the w·1r I -, ._ 1owever, and at 

--·1 
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the time of General J,ee's surrender, he wa" under 

General P. M. B. Young. 
During General Sberman'B memorable cam.paign in 

Georgia, Major .Bell was with that portion of the Con­

-federate army that followed in General 5berman's rear; 

and the writer bas beard him remark that the Confod­

cr.ate forces. were scarcely strong enough to keep Sher­

man's rear guard well closed up, should such u force 

have been necessary. He was following after the Fed­

e-r;l troops until they· reached South-Eoaro!im1. A bout 

tbe ·time they reached this State, the command of Major 

Bell, under General P. M. B. Young, when near Cam­

den; South Carolina, met a raiding force of the enemy, 

making their way towards Cbarlesto~. A ~iumbcr of 

severe skirmishes occurred between these forces and 

those of <>eneral Young for a day or two, when General 

Young, ascertaining the superior force of the-· enemy;-­

and as he could not mu':h longer h0pe to retard their 

progress, as they would soon, doubtle,., break through 

his lines, sent Major Bell, with three companies of cav­

alry, five or six miles down tbe river to destroy a train 

of cars wbich had been sent down there, loaded with 

provisions and ammuniti0n 1 in order to prevent them 

from falling into tbe hands of the enemy. Major Bell 

obeyed this order at once, and to the letter. Returniug 

back with bis Rquadron. he met the· enemy in full force, 

which hr.cl charged and cut through the main line of 

General Young'B command during hie absence. For-
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tunatcly for this 8mall force of Confoderate -cavalry, 

there happened to be a fork in the road where they.­

met, JlfoJOr Bell quickly ordered his men into the 

right hand road, and they dashed away down this road 

some two or three miles, the en·emy·paaeing oil ·ctown 

the main road, I,uckily for Major Bell's aquadron, 

night Boon came on and they wore enabled to elude the· 

enemy, whereas, had it been daytime, his ontiro force 

consisting of about three hundred and fifty men un~. 
homes, would; doubtless, have be_en captui:ed. __ 

During, the night the Federals all passed ;nd. 

gave them an opportunity of again falling into their 

rear, where he waA again met. by General Young, a 

large portiull of who,e eommand had by this time BMt­

tercd out intq the adjacent swamps and brush, 'Vitb 

such forces as Muld be collected; they again followed 

in purnuit of the enemy, in the rJir~etion of Charleston 

occa.sionally BkirmiRhi1Jg along
1 

untiJ tho middle ~i' th~ 
afternoon, when the Federals came to a halt, threw up 

~ome temporary brcw"t-works, and opened a vigoroutt 
fire. 

~\1ajor Bell now rec::e.ivcd orden~ from General Young 

tu drnrgc tbcir brcast-workn. This was promptly done 

and ttrn enemy driven from their position, falling back 

behind some Ati!l more forrnidab!e entrenchments, When 

they again made a Hland, and a warm--ungagcment waa 

going nn 1 when Major B.e!I WU5 ordered to bring his. 

men out. Jlc did ho, and galloping up bc~dde General 
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, urrcnder of the 
·' f('enera\LccHo 

I !'lformcu o :T 
Young, was ' )omattOX 
Confederate forces at Apr led with his commnnd to 

, l Young then procce< 1 - were paroled, 
(,-encra ur;tu where t lC) 

h. tbcllce to Aug ' . ··th sad hearts, Col um rn, tbpir horncH \\ 1 

n dispcrs.,d to . . y thousands 
and the me , , . h<L<l indeed fallen; man . . l in 
j . the Confcdcr,tc} . 11 <tl ever cn\>Stec 
or , ic><t hca.rtf-1 1 • 

f the brnv<•Rt and Ul . l , l their pathway re· 
<l . l i . n dcat 1 i ,UJ( 1 l 

,~ P~u'"'c_ werc ""til c< i l h. tho <le~o!ating inn< 
ttn, • n·trl:e< } t 

. hornl'ward waH r , . l march C'.()nld ii(1 
turn)ng . - \\·boFe oll\\·at'( 

of an invud1nµ; arm)' ior unmbcrn. 

b rcr-.ted becuuHc of rn1vcr ll 'lcf·ounts ltnctmH 
c ar .. anY' ai1d from {1 ' '~ . ,, (ru­

[t io thonght h) m • ' 1 >-l ehnrge and cng.t,,, . 

b true that this waH the a. t. f the ~lissiMHipp1 
to c ' l. wur ea:-. o 

t of the Confedcru c men 

. . ·n" account, Mnj<Jr n'9'er. ____ . the--fo.reg.ll!....! n re-
A" will be eeen from f the South, and 

1 n the uwse " 1· f , l Bell enhslcd ear y ' tr the last hour o in,, 
lt t C!il15C up J . . ·\ ' . d true to Hl - n}· nk1rrrnr.1u-.1 rnarne . , . \battles and mn - , 

deleat. Re was \fl se~era . <·a turetl hy tho cncmj 
l. h· watt-never - p . l , wntt 

but, fortunate J' ~ ~ ~ As n military (1fhe01\ ic • 

·ounded in any '\\H). d the,,,,,.\ and en· 
or w i. kindnP'-'8 an 

·t· ·u\arly noted for "" ... - . ld to the ('om fort 
pat ic . <leavor.inµ: to .1c 

anifeHte<l 1n en . 1 \VUB much 
ergy hem . . . ul'1 Conr.cquently ic , ,. 
and welfare of his m . ffi and doubtleBs, had the 

5 u.n·o ccr, ' 
0 deared to them a. ld have been pr . 

en t \ er - he wou 
war continued muc l ong , He never considered any 

mated to_ a,,.still higher rank: . n honest· bearlcrl, brave 
l "I'd for him; be WM a_ duty too la . -
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and faithful soldier, bnttling for the Soutll and its cause, 

and ns such, to know nnd lo do his duty was tho inspi­

ration_ that led him to face danger nnd endure privution 
and afr1ictiou without u murmur. 

When the banner of the Confederacy \viiA ftir!eil iff­

delcnt, he tnrneJ·agni11 to hiA nntive land to bind up 

the hmken hcartA and naHiAt in building up tbe wrecked 

and ruined fortuneR of hiA own Stute. 

lle returned to hiA home in the littlo village bf Hornor 

almost pennilcos, and with a shattered constitution nnd 

grnntly impaired health, aud at once opened up un oftico 

and nguin C'ommcni:.:cLl the practice of Jaw. 

Cnnti11ued arid unremitting attention to b1rnirwsH, and_ 

fo.ithfn! atte11tin1J to the irJterCF:4tA of hiH <~lientH, Hoon 

1\'0n frir hirn a liberal Khare of practice. He soon 

formed a <~o-partner."hip in the praetice of law with tho 

lamented Colo11('/ Hobert McMillan, of'_Clnrksville,-and _ 

waH '"h"''Jllcntly ele<olcd,'-;o]icitor-Uencrul of the County 

Coul't of Bank1--1 cnun·ty, which po,,ition he held untiJ 

the Conntr Co1Jrt wrrn 11bol1Hhcd by law. 

He WHrl <:hrJ~Cr1 a delegate to the ConHtilutioJJal Co11-

vcnt1n11 of 18G7-fi>-), froru th:~ Thirty-third Senatorial 

DiHtri('t, (_·nn."'iHi n.~ (if U1('. cou ri tieH of .1 uc:lrnon, Hall 
und Bankr<. 

~1njor 130!1 wa!i one of tho.9e \rho accepted tJJ,; Uufout 

of the f'UUHe uf tlic S(Julli 11~ tlie final f:HJ!ution of tboao 

great 'JUCfitiOnH 'Jf nati(JJ;rd p'>liticH that had ugitated 

tho public rnind for RO mnny yearn. The <':nnfodcrucy 
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. ber·· and with d b superior num "' 
had been overpowere y . b t hopes and anticipa -

the brig tcs . 
its failure went <lown T be rostorod to the 

. ll nt dofouders. 0 
tions of 1\M ga a ·blo the sad conso-

. as far as poss1 ' 
Union, and to repair, t obJ'ect with Lim. 

ion was the grea 
quences of secess ' ' uction mrn1sures, U.8 

f d tho rocons"r 
He therefore avore . 

8 
likc,ly to afford 

C gross at tha.t t1 me, a 
propoBed by on . eoplo of the South. r f to the sufforrng p 
the quickest re ie d to the "relief - . r .. ncompromisingly oppose . 
He was a sou . d at that time, bocatrne, 

" osed to be enacte 
measures prop . . , His position on 

. , pecies of drnbonoB 0 Y· 
to bim, tt was a B . d and after ii warm 

. ·wM fully announge r 
tbi:)8e-questtons l ·t d by a handsome 

. . . vass he was e cc e 
and exc1trng can ctivc and inf\uoutial 

. d became a very a 
majortty, an . d . May. 18fj8, was 

f lb Convention, n,n rn . 
membe~_ 0 

-.-·· ·-c--··---Ton of Georgia as a . h H pubhcan onvou l 
chosen by l " .e bl.. Convention at 

h , N tional Repu icun , 
delegate to t e ~ a . for Grant and 

d · that Co11 vcn twn 
Chicago, anrl vote rn P 'd l of tbc United. 
Colfax for President and Vice- reR1 en 

StateB. 
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CHAPTER Ill. 

AB before stated, all that section of country lying 

north of Atlanta, including the counties of Hall, Banks, 

Jackson, Franklin, Habersham, and, in fact, all the 

nonber11 and north-eastern portions of the State, had 

not, as yet, been penetrated by any line of milroarl; 

and, ag a matter of course, after the war, tho mail facil· 

itics of the country were very limited, as Congress had 

not, as yet, made provision for the re-e,tabliRhment of 
many of the postal route,; of tbc country. 

The building of the_ Air:Line Railroad had been. --­

ti1lkcd about."-;;-good deal before the war, and some work 

had been done. After _the war the country WM para-

lyzed, and the people were too poor to co~tribute to its 
completion, but it was a pet projet't of Major Hell's, and 

he -lost no opportunity to bring it prominently before 

the people, hoping lo attract trw attention of capitalistR, 

and did a great deal of good i>y his efforts in this direc-

tion. rro thiH end, while a rnern bcr of tbe CorrntilutionaJ 

Convention of J 8G7, he introdueed a rCfmlution, vd1ieh 

waH passed; petitioning Congref:IH to extend Govern-

ment aid to the building of tho Air-Linc Road. While 

he had but little idea that the <;overnmont would ex-
tend aid to tho road, yN he hoped that, through this 
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capitnli8l8 would . of promrncnt t he attention 'l'he rcHO-means, t through line 
thus h~ directed to th1H gr6a d Senate, an(! on-

re the llouso an . 
I Con was reatl bcfo d 't mt1y he snHl 
u 1 - l' of Congre[5R, an 1 

rolled on the .1ourna s t 'butcd to the nccom-
ll degree con r. 

that this, in no sma ' k' ' He was alRo very 
. . ' at underta ing. 

pliohmcnt of tbIB gre 'd to this road, nnd wt1s 
. ring State !ll . . f' 

influe'n.tial rn seen . f the moving Hp1r1te o 
tb's time one o l. 

eonsi<lered, at ' '. l . united in opening up t "" 
·se whte l IOo . . 

this great entcrpri ' t ('eor«i·• :rnd bringrng 
. f ·;-.; rt h eas ' ,... ' · 

beautiful section o •. o ' d n·icultuml wcalth lo 
, , f mn1erai an ag ber rich products o 

. f the world. · (' · , 
the altcntrnn o . ·I ·t ·<las far an Ta1neH-

d I, d been comp e c 
\Vhen the rou ''' . . hold at llrnl place, 

·1 d mei'l1ng was t -·11-r- 'i <rru.n1i ra.1 roa ~ , ·11 - 'l day of greu 
" v,' "' . with Garneov1_ o in-" -·.-· . ----, 
. ct-Atlimta·-tHHW<l- ·as invited tu ho 
an . . B ·II •tmong others, v. . 
rcjoieirig. 51a.io1 e '~ l In rcsponae to the in-

<ld ss tl•e poop 0 · · I t ln·e•ent and a re . 'ttee the following e. 
! ·' ul the comm! . d 

vitatjon1 lie a< uress ~ .1 t show how_ he rcjo1co 
· troduccu 0 · f 

t. \Vhich ir.:. here ir1 - , t the advent o 
er, I f l irl native .eouut; a with lh<; peqp co i . 

this rr1nd: 
9Pl\ 1871, ATLA~TA, Jnne .... .u l, 

.. ! F L(rng.sfij11, p J,i. 
lrle-sx"'- · · - . Go . 

d ll D E Hanks and Cal 1re 1 • • 

fJthers, Gqinf'8Vtfle, . . t - t inviting me) 
' . . ur favor of the ~Jt ~ lllb ., • resen.L 

CiENTI,E>tF.N-YO . r rour eit17-CD•, to be p 't 
. fa meeting" J l . 4th day o 1 ·,- dirccllon IJ G . c-villc on tic 

'• · - be held al arn , has been 
at a meettng to i ~ l(ln:Hf'i the people! etc.1 
July. E1:<1X .• ar11, 1n .H 

2!1 

received, and would have been replied to onrlior, but 
for a brief necesrnry ab•ence from this city. Permit 
me, genllom·en, to tb1rnk you and the citizens whom 
you represent, for this expression of confidcnco und 
respect; and to BD-Y that under different circumstances, 
it would ulfo.-d me grout pleasure to accept your court­
eoua invitation, nod w tho boat of my ability express 
my views on tlie •object of railroad enterprises, which_ 
culls together this interesting assemblage of tho citiz~na 
of my native c~rnnty. l very much r_eg}'ot _thaLotber 
engagements; coupled witb official du.ty, will not permit 
mo to attend. 'I regret it more because this occasion 
would enuble me t<1 meet many of my old f1:ionda and 
acquaintu11ceR, whom I have known and esteemed from 
i:l1ildhood, anu in"'"""" prosperity and happiness I foci 
a deep in tere8l. 

l woidd also be glad to altond for the purj1oso ofaid-. 
__ iug,_with_ what-ever-tal~nt OI' -ilift1fonco] p-i,§iicss, tlie 

unterprifio- to-\\·hi1·h y1>u refor. 1 foel 11 deep interest in 
railroad extension in 1'iortheast,_Gcorgia, and, in my 
focblc wuy, hum ne~er failed, heretofore, to do all in 
my power UJ bring it u.b<Jut. 

1 now beg to congrululuto you, and the good citizenH 
you rCJH'eHeiit, upon the fact thnt the Air-Linc Hailroad 
hao ro11chcd your beautiful town; and I trust that its 
extension beyontl muy not be retarded-that ere another 
twelve months Hill.di have rolled arou1Jd, the road will 
bo ill running order to the South Carolina lino, and 
tbut our heretofore ncgleet-0d citizens of Northeast 
Georgia may be enjoying the full fruition of their fond­
est hopes in rcforence to this groat enterprise. 

l hope that the road to Dahlonega may be speedily 
(,ompletod, and that cro long that El Dorado of the South 
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·may receive new stimulation to mining enterprises; that 
capital and skill may be .. ttracted thither, in order that 
the vast treasures hidden in the earth rnay be fully de-

veloped. 
l trust that railroads may penetrate that whole re· 

gion, until every community shall be brought within 
a. convenient diBtn.nce of railroad comn1unication. l 
hope wo!1 to see this neglected region emerge from itH 
long obscurity; to bear the hum of manufactories along 

-·---;tw-be&lltifnLatr_eams1 __ [ibounding, as they do, in unsur­
passed waterfalls. l antic\rmte ii new imyrntus to agri­
culture, and hope to see our citizens adopting the mod­
ern improv_ements in that line, RO that the greatest 
production with the leasl-pciosible labor may be realized._ 
All this will be the happy result-and more-schoolR 
will spring up, and cbuiclics, intelligence and Christi­
a!lity will keep pace with these physical dovelopmentH; 
and before a great while we may see this healthy, rich, 
productive, and, 1 can add indeed, unsurpassed country, 

become the " garden spot" of Georgia. 
Allow me t-0 express, in conc~usion, the hopo that 

you may have a harmonious meeting, and that the pur­
poses in view may be fully carried out, and at a very 

early day. 
l am, very respectfully, 

Your obcd\enl nervant, 
MAI>!BON llEJ,t.. 

A very large assem.hlagc of the citizona of Atlantli 

and of Gainesville and surrounding country were pros­

-ent on the occasion above referred to. The forego\ nµ; 

.letter from Major Bell wr.s read, and ex-Governor Jo-
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scph E. Brow . n, in addreRsin th 
the lollowin~ very com l" g o people, made use of 

. "' P 1mcntary] . -to !11 m : anguago lD reference 

"I notice f rom the report of tl . C 
whom letter h·1s b '" omptroller-Gcneral 

' ecn rend befor. -
rc·nrcd among c you, and who W"B 

. you, who has - u 

r1dily merits your confid } our confidence, and who 

I 
. . cnco for he b b 

anc _ cftic1cnt in tile d". 1 ' 
38 

een faithful 
lEC rnrge of ti d . 

offi('e tnat has lJccn c-o- f_ d rn utiesof the _high n erre upr 1 · --·-
lm·t year the taxnbl I . rn nm, thut during the 
f . c va ue of the 
lfiH increaocd over twcnt - . property of Georgia 

-- - }-one millions of dollars_" -·-

Mnjor Bell wl -1 C . ·- ' 11 c " member of tb. c . . 
onvcnt1on of 18f- . c onstitut:onal 

j 'i introduced u res l . 
pnsf.crJ, re~ucst;ng C __,..,o ution, which was 

I
. . - ongrcss to rc-e t bl" I 
rneR penetrating -:-:; th . s a lB' the mail 

t 
.... or east Gcor . 

wforc the war l . g1a, as they existed 
, ' ur" rrnpccially the old . 

from Atlanta to c·- · . _ tr
1
-weekly routo 

,,irncsvdle vi I 
through Banks and tf ' n ,nwrenceville, tbeneu 
l . o Jcr countio~ Tl-. 
a-1d before Congr-eEs a d . . llB resolution was 

t G - , n WUB referred to th p 
er- cnernl, and restdtcd in obt . . e ostmatt-

o{ the State the rc-estat 1· I a1n1ng for this sectiou 
. ,,. ois1mcntofm·1. 

various count}· tr w 1 ai service to the 
N J ns an( promir l l 

orthcast Georgia. icn P aces throughout 

We might refer at greater Jen rth . 
member of tbc Cc r . . g to hrn aervicee as a 

,.., · 'nent1on I· l 
.lnw of' Georgia ufler t! ' w nc l framed the organic 

' ic war, but "'.ill forbear, witb the· 

-----~-.:.~~-· .. -- -·-- ----
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_. . ~ <l.-fa.ithfuLmcrn· 
r~~~~k tb-atbe wasavcry-mfimmlt·v:ll looking well to 

]ways coneerva' ' 
ber of that bo<ly, a ·. pccially to his own 
the best interest of the State, ano cs . 

immediate section. 

" 
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CHAPTER IV. 

In the cllmmer of 181;s, tlie firHt J,egislatnro oboscn 

under the new Constitution assembled in tho city of 

Atlanta, an<l llfajor Bell was elected by that body to 

_tbc.1.igll.and- i·enpon;ihle position· of Compfroller:Gen. 

<·ral, which position be hclr.rfor the regular term of four 

yeare, '" provided by tbc Constitution, and also during 

the interval, from tlic expiration of that time to the 

c.:ommenccmc1Jt of the next rcgular.flsunl year, ftB pro~ 

vidcd by law, embracing in all a period of four years 

and six months. Tlie present chapter will contain a 

brief account af some of tlic most prominent of his offi. · 

nial u<:ts during that time, and the manner in wbicb 

they were received by tho· leading journals of tho Stnto 
and tho mass of t lie people. 

When Major Boll came into tho administration of the 

affairs of this department of tho State government, tho 

ontirc records of the office, including the largu numbo1· 

of tax digcBfl<, which bud accurnulated in the office at 

tho old Capitol at ,\lillodgeville, were lefl by tho Fed· 

·erul foreeH in a rtatc of utmoHt confusion and disorder. 

It wa" a task of hereu lean proportions to collect and 

re armngc tbese in their proper order so as to be ena-

1Jlcd to obtttifl Rufficiont duta upon Vi'. bieh to baac a eom-
" 



parv.tivc report of the varionH rcsour"c" of the Stn\e, 

und otherwise to pln<oe tbc atfairR of the officl' i 11 proper 

running order. This task wus) howcvot\ nq di,~r·ouragc­
ment to his will and resolution. and in n "lrnrt tim<' 

the office, together with all the rcconlc. "''"h "" <'otdd 

be obtained, bad been tranRpoi·ted from the old Cupi10\ 

in Milledgeville to the new Stt1to hn11>1c in Ali:wt.u. and 

····~·-·--th<>-next ann!l!Jl.r.eJl'c1".l_of_thc Complrollcr·Gcn<'rid WtlK 

un able state document, ectting fort!\ il1 .. ]'c>.giifar rtn<l 

cla.Rsfiied order the variouH rcFi-ourecR of thP Stall·, with 

all its receiptB an<l expenditureR. 
But

1 

Oil a.cconnt of' defcctiv1.' legi~lntion 1 !Hll''h ro· 

maincd to be done in lhe WHY •if properly index· 

ing tbc recorde of the Wild forn<l llepnrtrnenl nf 

the Comptrollcr"e oflke. ~bjor Bell thcruf.lre ree· 

ommended, and lhe Lcgiblaturc ptu;Bl'd, :i renolntion 

a.u1horizing the nppointrncnl of a clerk for thii­

l'urpose, to be known ''" the derk of the Wild I.and 

Department. This prn;ition was given lo Dr. A lkn .I. 

Bell, whorrn labor~ retmltcd in u systcmatie n.rru11gcmcnt 

of all returnR of \Vild or ullimproved lands throughout 

the State
1 

indexed by number, <lietriet and fcction, with 

tLe name antl resldenee of the owner. Thin H)'!-ltematie 

index of the \Vild l,rw<l Records W!in a tbing rnucb 

needed 'by Lbc citizenn of tbe Stale ll.B a matter of COB· 

vcnie1>cc to tbe people, and reeulted in bringing to 

light a fact bit,b.erw little known, namely: thnt u very 

la.rge number of lots of wild land• were not returned 

for taxuli<Jn the St·\. h ' ,l ct en•by I . , 
Jars annui~ily, . osing tii(j[J~andsofrlof~ 

Thc~e, tn.~cHH'r \'>·itli 
fa.irh of the f)ffi,' othm· improvement"' in the af'~ 

Cf, soon n•nde1·pd M 
trution as Cornptrnl/e-l'·('' . l. U.J<W nl'll'H 1tdmin1H-
l 1 · •enei al ""'"' I H anr lltr" l!w f I " po1rn ;1r not wit! 

, . . ~ , :.i1__.t t lat the ad . . . ' l-
alfa1r,, at thut ti , m1niHtr11t1on of St.at 

mc1 under th'(' e 
Bnllcwk had h,, . . . e xornrnorship of .:1111'1rn B 

) ccn d.:""i:oiailed with t f • • . . • 
by the P'""'" ,,ft he Statl'. .. . "· lier".e"t_o[Jfl'lHition_ 

~fajor Bel I rJiRr:hnrg(_•,J'tl11~ d1it'' f 
offlce tt1 the (:11tirf' ., l. '1· . ie.~ o tlie Comptrollor'R 

. , f:i,t 18 IU;li(J!J f ' JI 
<·ei ved thn irnd<Jl'Kc~r . f . o .1 partieK, and re-
. IJefJt U Va.t'!(JUf\ /e· r 
.1.nd the rna:-1H oft! , ,H mg newnpafEffR 
l ic J1e(Jplc H1 hu·gc . . 

l enee ofa large• numt, . . , enjoying the confi-
Hl .1 • . Jer of penmnal f . • d. , , 

lUuu-i of po!1ti<'•d r . . rrnn. t:i oJ variotH.i 
_, 'Jn111rrn and tcnt·t. f' 

won by hiH i"enhl r . , ,... o HtateMman8hip 
. .., ~ ' n.11irietn and fr . ' 

(Jffie1al iJJtegl-ity a11d J . '.In IIH.:hing devotion to 
~ - t ic l>P ... l inter t f 

..._ Ot\Vitl1h1.andi111r ti<· l, . . ,, '·cs 8 o. the State ~ 1 ( dicate ·ind . -
occupied al th , . , pec11\1ar position I , 

L tlf/J l\ /ie "'Hllifl!l('d Jij14 b lC 
good will nnrl frll< ,. ·I. . old upon public 
· - , ) ~H llJI 'h will I 
ing extructH tak<·r I· . '•, Je rrnen by the follow-

, J 101nahrg• 
eomrncntH J I J' i ' < number <>f TIOWHf"'f'cr 

>!l > !tln<:.:d al tliat tirne: 

The !Jaily ! 1 11· Jl e IJCftr'Cf'r a 1 )ernr> , , . 
at Atlanta., under d·it, 1· ~ cr.ttic pu.pcr puhlir<hed. 

' c 'J ,,f 'ij' I 'It! J • 
an extended HVrlOfH-(. f I .. • . 1, !)7(), after g-iving 
<, - '" o 1. 'e re f''Jr t /' LI 
•encrnl for tho pre, ·J· ,, "' Complrollcr-

e1 !' lCf 111g year, u.Jdi:.: 0 , . 
)ffiJl 1rnentary notir:e: · Jf! fr>llrnv1ng 
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"We regret thnt we have not tbe hpace to lny before 

·our reader;; the valuable information which the figure 

ia/,or of this report embracec, which t·ovcr6 many pagce 

of it, and which dcmonHlrates the office of Comptroller· 

to be one of great reRponsibility, requiring of itR po5· 

fWSHOr the .Jeffcrnonian requil"ite ()f al\ holdin~ public 

trusts, capability nnd ~nteg-rity 1 v.'hie\i we tak(' p!eaHnre 

in Hayin.g Comptroller Bell pOi-'f-iet:HPR in an cmin<·nt de· 
-*- -•----

* ~rec. 

Comptroller Bell, in thiR report of' bio, haK a dear com· 

prehension of the finnneial l·ondilion ()f the Statc 1 and 

of his duties in connection thcrcv.,.·ith, which \'\.·c arc 

pleaeed to know be diRcharges in a conscientious man­

ner1 without fear, favm· or affcetion, Fcrupulour;ly guard­

ing every intcreRl of the t:itatc, with an eye Ringle to 

· 'tbat and that alone." 

The oarne paper, under date of May !8th, 1870, r;on· 

tainH the following editorial frnd extract from the 

GainesFille Ragle, a Democratic newspaper, published 

al Gainesville, Georgia: 

"We are pleased to see that rn<rnt of the press of the 

Btate \Jave taken favorable notice of the Annual Hcport 

. made to the <Jovcrnor, by Major 1foll, the C0mptrollcr· 

General of the State, which he has transmitted to them; 

und we arc more pleased that most of them have mnde 

copiouFi extraetB from jt1 a.5 from the limited number of 

-<;opies ordered to be printed in pamphlet form only, the 
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in:portant statistical and otbcr i-t . . . . 
which the ublc d ' n eicsting information· 

. o<umcnt embrnccs could t. I 
people Amon, 

1 
no icac 1 tbc 

. g 1 ie maJJy notice" taken of lb 
we copy the followi1w fo c report, 

h 
. . ,~, r u reason we shall gi . f· 

t c A<r-Linr· Ew1lc. Tl , vc, tom 
· · 1«t !mpcr says: 

'We arc i ndebtcd tn ti (' ' ic courtesy of 1\lajor ll II 
_...10rnfJtrn.!er-Ueneral of (' .. · e ' 
nual . , . .1coig1a, for n copy of his an-

rcpo1 t fol' the YCal' 181''! . d . , . 
l'elurniwr--b-Im-nn _ .'' _ - L 

1 .ln take thJH method of 
mcnt ; . ' TITTTICGJ'o.' thariktlfor this vuluabTc-(fo(;tl-

. f torn a <'.!lrbnry examlnatioIJ , f l., 
hesitate 

11
(Jt t< _ . . 

0 
t 

1
rn report, we 

. • ) J>IOflfJ\JiJC!! Jt 0110 of the a.hleHt 
1nlcre"'tlr.rr ti' t t and most 

'·".'.> ),\ ia!"I <·ver emanated f·< 
incn' J 

1 
I' 

1 
1 

Jiil that depill'(-
t.. r !.'-fl uy~. :in irnmt>nse amount f I b . 

r_~urern it· .. , . . . O a 01 a.n<l 
, :-... pi cp,J.rat1on; a11d \Vhile it r~· '. I , 

oi the Stat<· 'uid , _. t'>JVC!'i t w lOHonrcct! 
')' d ininute .tec:onnt oft!'.,. 

expenditure.~ fin· 1 , . . - 10 tec:e1pt1:1 n.nd 
t .le pul1tie:d yonr 181irJ . . 

rna-.;8 of bl'l' i1;tiz·' l . f . , ' it eontainH zi 
. , . . ,,l I ti ~Jrrnat101J rarely to he fou d . . 

public dociimr!nt qft! ... 1 . , n 111 ~t 
Jl8 {JtHL \\f•vent 

that when thf" tru . . ~ nrc tn prcdict1 

, , ,, rn1:ritt--i of this dor~ 

J>'.'(JjH:l'l.Y nndcrjtond it will J , .. f _u'.nent Hlltdl ~w 
all w/J,, I« •I ' . ' . JC "'"'ii it with avidity by 

,c ,ui l!itcr-<:~t 111 tlie n·:·Vi! ., 
of our State. \\' ,, t • I . . " n ....:<'~ and pnmperity 
, ~ ,t {0 great Jllea~un• · , . 
it t.<1 th1~ fHTll"' ! f . . , in cornme11d1ng-

, . ,1 o ()11 r f;ll!%ctif< )ft:J'l'r·1ll • 
ni' llH.:fol :u1d i rt(•..... . . , -. . , , } ' a~ a qo1B·cc 

i _.1c t111~ lllf11n11ati•n1 pnmcntcd in an 

altr:wtive and i;onden.~•..:d frirni 1 

]
. , \V!iid1 reflcc.:tK mueh 

ere( it 011,,;.urr wr>l'lhy and , 
GcoeraL " 1111H·li c.«ll!emed Cornptrolh~r-
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The TntcUigencer tbcn addB hy "/Y of editoriid com­

"Incnl: 

"Mlljor Boll ie one r,f thc/rcpNBOnlativ<; men of 
! 

NortbeaBt licc.rgi11-un old/and influential citizen of 
- I Gainesviile, where the Eao/,e is puhliBbed. Tho merited 

compliment, thPrcforc, pfyld him at hiB old home, must, 

we are Htu-e, be grateftl to him; and, npprcciatillg !•R 

----W<-l-doJ1is.ab.ility and faithfulncsB uB u publie officer in 

high trul"t to the Sto/~:-"ve trauHfcr it -fii o\u·--('.olumnf':­

Th2rc are cxcepti0'" to the gcneridly reeei\·ed ecnti­

ment conveyed i~/the o\d P.o.ylng- 1 
1a prophet. iM witliont. 

honor Kave in hil own eonntry 1' a.nd the f'HRe of Mnjor 

Bell iB one of 0ese. But few men enjoy more of the 

.confidence of;ibe p~ople of "'ortheuel Georgia than ho, 

and few ha~ more aO(r WU.rI~1Cl' fr\endR--in--the circlcR 

in which h~ llaB moved, previous to hie remo,·ul here, 

tbe capitfl of the State, where bin offkial dutiee re­

quire bf a)mcrnt daily pree~nce." 
As yefore ntated, the Byotematie arrangement of the 

Wilo/l1and Department of the Comptroller's offieo, •w<l 

the/Indexing of theoe returns, hrought to light the fact 

thft a large number of lotR of wild or unimprcJ\·cd 

17ndR bad not been rdurned for taxation by their own­

!irB, and the queBtion of how to get the tax on Ll1iH 

1 properly came t-0 the consideration of the Legiolaturc. 

During the F.,8S8i(JD or 1870, the l1cg-iFi\r.l.tUrC WUK tryint; 

t(J devise 5omc rneu.nB of securing the tax Oii thiH spe-

<::ies of property. A very exto11sive lil:lt f 
had been prepared under d1rc<-t1on o such ltrnds 
and a resolution had l . • . of Comptroller Bell, 
. )(en introduced I. 
ion8 for the rever-i f I - ma <t ng prov;H-

. on fl t Jl':-<e hnd t I 
action on the part f I . • 8 o t 1C State. 'l'bis 

o tie Log1Hlu.tu. • 
Major Bell as will b - 'e wus oµposed ~ 

' - 0 Been by tbc fr II · 1 
him to Hon. Robt L ·\l "'I ' owing otter from 

· · • c n wrter t l · 
of the llouec uf R 'u t mt time Spoakoz· 

cpreHcntativcA. 
,,/ 

CoMPTRor,T.-im (iENERAL'H On·wE 

Bon. 
ATLANTA, (;A:, Oct. 7th 1,8~0 

Robert L. ill JV , 1 R c . '/wr/er, 8peoker ot' I '•e I' -
epresentatiues : o "· ,ouse of 

SrR-1 n unriw(•r to \;our . . . 
to flUle that in r·n,- . ,d l fl'JUlrleH, j OUVO tho hOOOr 

, ' J JU gmcnt 't · · . 
the Stute of r;eorgia to t k. ' ' JH unconstitutional for 
u•o without ·adequate . n e priv~te property for public 
State in regard u . cornponsntwn. Tho- fu\v ()Ytho--

- 'improved larnJ is tb ·r 
turned for taxati . ' ' . nt t not duly re-

d on, it snnll be don! I 
un er execution for tho t 1 J o-taxod and •old 
wild land Bhould b I udx. can see no reason wby 

c pace or d'ff 
tbut the Stale deF,- , 'a 1 erent fooling. All 
. ireH1 or <·an dema d d 
lH entitled lo is the_" I t •

1 
n ' an all that Abo 

' aw u tax upon ti I pr~ferly within her jurisdiction. ic vu ue of the 

I ho unreturned wild Ian de hav. 
and tho title has T' J call once boon granted 

asse< out of the St t J • 
cannot legally d, . a o, anr tho iitale 
l. I - cpr1ve the owner f I. 
it e, after it !urn once bee o "" property oi· 

Halo for taxes u ! , n granted, except hy Jovy_-an<I 
"' et execu lion u d now exiAts the o . n er tho law ue it 

, wner can redeem h. I J ' 
at any time within t '" anr when sold 

WO years bv f · ' 
money and a <·ortuin 1· ' J mying tho purchaeo 

· JCr c;,ent. lhcreo 11 , 
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I have read the amendmerot propo,cd by yon to the 
present la:" in reference to wild landa, and am of the 
opinion .that it. ought to pass. All the impedimcntB 
now in the way of an easy :rnd practicable execution of 
tbn wild land laws w·ill be removed. It would be for 
p'rcfcrable, in my judgment, to let the btw remain as it 
is, than to pass a law reverting these lands to the State. 
But, in the event your amendment cannot be passed, l 
think the Price hill would be far proforablc to that 

- --wtinb-proposes .. to.ro_vcLt._tbe lands to the State. l am 
at a lo:.s to pcreeive ho_w tl~~·-s--t'IZtC-C~lri--reH11rrru--thc title---

to lands alter the same !ms lawlnlly paseed trorn her. 
unless Fhc b<·.comes the purchaser of snob l1q1ds after 
the same h:wc been .levied on_tcnd.sold at public outcry, 
under existing lawB. rrhe lands are subject to tD.xrn.;,J 

and in de!ault of tl1cil' payment they may be lawfully 
- ··--.,.old, like improved lands, to raine the tuxes, hut il secme 

to me tbut it would be un uct of uBurpution on the part 
ol the State to reoume the proprietorsnip of tbeKc lande 
in tbe manner proposed by the act reYcrting tbem. It 
al~o ncems to me to be a, du.ng~rouM prcce<lt~r.it to set, 
tbut. the State may sei7'c upon •private property an<L 
torfoil the title thereto without e.011oent of the owner. 
If it may be done with reforeuce Vl wild landH, it mlly 

be done with (•quul propriety with refcre11<..:C to any 

other species of prrJperty. 
Tbe bill propooing to reYert thetie lan11", 1n my judg· 

ment, amountr. to n0thing lcriH thn.n confiscation of title 

to private property. 

V cry rcope<·tfu lly, 
MAllIBON Bzi,r,, 

Complrol/fr Genernl. 

The Act of 18.'!'6 ' required the c 
completing the l" t f · omptroller, nftcr-

JB o unreturned wild land 
adv.crtisement of tb . . s, to make e same for s1 xtv da . . '-
grcssional J)" t · . · J j 

8 
Jn tuc Con.· 

' JB r1ct '" whir·b tl ' I• 
the rcspcct·1vc , ie ,u1ds lny, requiring 

. owners of sa"d I d 
and a , tb . . . , . . ' nn s to como forward 

he so~}""'~ 'ta~es'. and rn. default thereof; said lands to 
office '1 ~r cxecut10n issued from the Comptroller's 

· u hrn supplementul !'OJ> ·t ·. . 
1870 \1· · B 01 

' issued in January 
' • ''.i'Jr ..ocl I rer·o d l . . ' ·---. -··- .. ·- -- - . - . mmen ec the repeal of tb . 

out llic LegiolaTili·e-TiiiTCO--·-- ___ .. ... ~ ,wt, 
being !"Oft with r < ti er I .to repeal t!le li'v-, alicf-1ie;--

1 J 0 icr a tcrnativc w· . . l' 
CUl'I'}" 0 t l ' . . ) .ll') pi Ocoee ing LO 

u tic !ll'0\'101011,; of tl , I· . . . -iiiUCr---~.------~ - ie d.\\' but ~ee1ng that 
i in.1ury would doubt!"'" " -· . --·- --·-·-·---

tl. c. . ... Jesuit to ma11y eitizcrrnof 
JC •=>L1te by th1~ h•t . .i.t, - , • the(" , ) proceeding, he iJJtcl'ccdcd with 

rOVernor and prt.!\~ented ti ,·, I h \ b ien Hae. But this will 
o otter under~tood by.--.1·PrHlio<r tf fl' . 

pondcniee bct\\'m•n \l·. :, r> 'w 
0 

iowing corl'OH· 
1' II I· . . .tjlJJ llell ·and (iovernor HnfnH B 
Jll oc \ on the Ht1'Jje1_.t: . 

Jr ' ATI.A:-<T.,, G.L .January 'I 1871. 
ts E.rr;ellency, Hufu.s· B /Ju/foe/· ,,' . . , S __ , . · - J, ,, u0ner11or: 

Ill 'tour Jh,.,.llrnr·y will I . 
plcmcntul p. . - l · ruco lect tlmt iJJ my Su11· 

ccpnrL r ated ] ·'th J 
mended tile repeal "r LIH• ~.\" aJ."lil.?> 1~70, I rccom­
" ·wild Jmnrl A . .. . · • c, of ].'ilJJ,, kJJown as the 

Ll1 .~nd gave wnn, , . 
mending Tl P I . I e I easonH for HO rc<:om8 

. . . i J jcgis uturc howeve. l"<l . 
w1Lh thiH recommP 

1 
. ' 

1
1 <I not comply 

·"' awrn but left th J · 
Llrnroforc it bee•ir : . d ' e aw"' lull force· 

(

J ' ne rn) uty to currv t . i 

,oneer1uently 
011 

tt. ll 
1 

. . , ou 11.tt provisions. 
r ' JC t1ol .\ovcmbcrl I 

a lt:1t of the unreturned wild I aeL, cauHcd ands, reported in 18G8, in 
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forty counties, to be advertised, with instructions in 
accordance with the provisions of said act as umemled; 
and ou the 11 tb of this month the term of advertise­
ment (sixty days), will have expired, when the law 
makes it my further duty to issue execution against 
<Wery lot so advertised, unless relieved by the payment 
of tax, or in some other legal manner, and to cause the 
same to be sold in the county where the land lies. 

Still adherinµ; to the opinion expressed in said report, 
my <oonvicLions as to the ,,orrcctness of that opinion 

-· ha,-_e .. \)_cenBtrengtbencd by subsequent experien<;c and a 
dose observatG·;; oFT!:lc-workingwof the system estab­
lished by Lhu law referred to; and l am now satisfied 
that great injusti<:e and hardship will result to many 
citizens of Lbe State, unless Borne means for their relief 
.ean bo udopted suit£1blc to the pruscnt emcrµ;ency. 

It is the purposo of tbiH communication to suggest to 
your.Execllcney the means adapted to attain the de­
sired enrl. I propose that your Excellency issue an 
order po:o:.tponi ug the iBfrning of oxecutionR ugai nHt thoac 
land' until, my, the 1st of July next. In the mean­
time, require parties interested in these lu.ndB to co~1· 
tinue L() puy t>1xes, and submit the necessary proofs to 

· thi• office for tbe relief of their lands. J;ct tho adver­
tisement 'Jf the list• be discontinued, thereby stoppi'ng 
the bea,·y cxpcnBe incident thereto,'" the notices have 
been µ;cnernlly disseminated throughout the State by 
thi• time, ,wd the intelligence of what is rc<[llired of 
partieh iJJterestecl will gradually incrca"e, and can be 
Rupplied ill particular cao;eB, when noccRBary,by Bending 
priI-1ted copier, <1f' the liFitJ.-:

1 
whici1 I propo!-ie t•"> keep con-

,.":\t:tntly on hand 

The reasons for m . re 1st ~Th 
1 

} quest arc as follows. 
. e urge area of te~rit . . . 

Rcctions of which are" I• OrJ In the State, many 
plied with mail fa~iliti~sarse·1~ populated and badly sup­
of persons from sccin' thew~ , prevent a large number 
too lute for them to g ti b d' ert1seruents until it will be 
b pro t Y 1t and u fl h · 

eon exhausted; conBc< uentl , ' n ' t e t1m~ has 
<rntod know not wl tl h y, nnmbersofpersonsinter-

lfl t o y are re . d . 
probably will not uefore th . I quire to do, nod 

'>d 
1 

eir ands are put u d 
- . n mu11y inRtanccs ti I Pan sold. 

and orpha1rn-m· l iese ands belong to widows 
. inorH w io are ig 

and have had nc , . norant of their rights 
tbcm~ -~1·;;;-;:- ~;.'~1n_e·•'.'B 9fJrnow_rng wbaLiK required of 

, so situated in tho . I J. . 
they can llot Bco . l urn r istr1cte tbat 

a '""""Paper I I · · 
whu.t i..s required t . I 'Un( tJo intelligence as to 
t l'a\ c H BO slO\V]y tl t . 
men allowed ,uffh-icnt f . . 

1 ~ limo bus not 
those BeetionH. , or i_tR gcncral"'diFu~eminati.pn in 

3d. 1t iR found that a lar e ' . • 
have been returner!. . ' µ; I ort1on of these lands 
f . . In .suustance and th t 
rom ignorn"co 't , b o nx paid. but 

rmpcre and r U ' num era, otc., caused by 1~88 of 
1 1er cuu8eR and fr 1 miHtakcs ol tax rer . ., equent y by errors or 

'1'1 . .' '.en.·er~ the lands a . 
ic extcn.,inJJ asked ,.-·11, . , I ppear "' default. 

·' give n I tt · 1 
ample time to get up ti . • ll8 c ll88 of persons 

wir proof a d fil · · 
th1rn ;·elic,·ing tbr,. 1 l . " cit 1n thiA office 

- ,ir unr R \1.,·rthout fill)"in< . ' 
4th. Own em hav' d' " . g an un.iust tax, 

. e ieu or d1Bar d d 
war-and perh!'JIH their title '.poare uring tho 
strorcd-thP;r I . papers bave been do-

. · - ie1rs and kindred (. . 
widowH :.ind orph"J . . in many instances 

. v. w), remain 1n · 
r1f.(htH, whird1 tim, d ignorance of their 

e un extended 0 ·· 
enable them tr r pportur11ty will 

J (_~R<:(it.·er and Mccure. 

Many other good anJ obviouF. . 
>but theAc arc de· d . . icasons could begivon 

cmc fmffH:1('nt, especially whon it i~" 
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considered that the ultimate intoroRts of the State will 
in no wiae suffer by the proposed extension, and thou­
sands of good and worthy citizens will be benefited. 

Your Excellency has the authority, under Section 70 
of lrwin'R Code, to suspend the collection of' all these 
taxes until the next meeting of the General Assembly; 
consequentiy there can be no question as to your legal 
power to grant the extension aRkcd, which iB much less 
than said Section 70 authorizes. It is a mere qtw;;tion 
of expediency and discretion, and, in my judgment., the 
interests of a large number of thr;-lwncst tax payers nf 

·-thc-·State··-demand--fois recommendation, \rnd_I _most 
earneHtly commend it to your fhvorahlc <·onr;iderution 

and action. 

Hespcctfully, 

!>1A!Jl6(>!'< !lEI,L, 

Comptrr;ller- Uenrrfll. 

\Vh_prcupon the Governor issued the following nrrler: 

ATLANTA, G:A., January (lth, 1871. 
,.f 

In consideration of the Honorable tbe Corn ptrollor­
General, and by virtue of the authority vested in me 
by Section 7() of the Hevised Carlo of l.-ieoq:.6a, it is 
hereby Ordered, That the Com ptrollcr Ucnernl deciHt 
from the issuing of executions against u-~rclurne<l wild 
lands until the first day of'July next. And it. is further 
Ordered, That the advertisement of the lists of unre­
turned wild lands be discontinued from and after tkw 
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11th instant and that thee-
ta collect tho un aid - ornp:rolJer·Genernl r·ontinue 
July mentioned. P tax on said lands until th<, 1st of 

By the Governor: 
RUFUS B. BuuooK. 

R. C. CORSON, 

Secretary /;'.1.'ecutive Department. 

Thus it will he seen that by this timely d . 
commendation of M . un Wl8e ro-

, UJOr Bell, thousands of the citizens 
of the Stale were protected from th . -
f -

0
, l' - - _ 0 operation of a law 

o w icll tttle was known at the time - ----
cstcd. by those intor-

Anotber of the offkicd acts of Comptroller Bell b. h 
the author h:rn thought pro11cr __ to in trod . '.w ic -·----- ucc, was rn ref-
erence to the issuance of ccrta· h d , . . in on " of tho State 
some of which have since been repudiated 'l'l , 
lion of the legality of th b ct • ie _quos-
. . . ese on B ut that time was 
c~nRidered to be of great importanc:e, and is one wbicb 
will doubtleSR be discussed in th f t . bl . c u ure, and will proh-
n y r~ma1n a public que~tion of eonsiderable import-

une~ for some time. It will he soon by tbe followin 

. ofllcrnl correspondcnec that the law providing fo - tbg 
rnsuc oftheRe b d ct· 1 . r e ·. on B I( not specify whether they should 
bo payable 'n currnncy or "Old coin . "nu 't . " . f1 ~ 1 «- 1 IA to .10 

in erred that Major Bell w:rn inclined to the opinion 
that where the nat 1· l ' uro o t Ie oond W!\S llOt Bf ·.-r, d . 
should ho Jec1 w ' it 

a currency and not a gold hond and th t h 
also entertained doubts aR to hiK dut}- tr; u e cou n teraign 



the bonds, and Hign the coupons "" an l:>ff\c<Er of the 

State. 
He submitted these mallc!8 to tbe conoidcrntioR of 

the Attorney-Gc11cral, who, it sucrnF-, waR absent at thd· 

time, and Govcrno~ Bullock appointed Judge 0. A. 

J,ochranc (who afterwarJB became Chief .Jhstiec of the 

Supreme Court of the StMe) Atto1 ncy (;encral prr1 fem. 

His ldter addrtiHsed to ~Iajor Bell seulcrl all the pointe 

. ~~-~·~1e Governor 1B favor, and relieved the Comptro!ler­
(~cnernl fr(Jm ·alr!~HpOnHibilityc Ho then (;[J\I r_1tcrsigncd 

the bonclB ao ciircded by this legal opinion unrl order of 

tbe ( ~ovcrnor. 

'J'!J]'; co:-<sTITUTI0:-1 ASKS cmIPTROLLr;H Bl':l.L 

FOR SOME FACTS. 

[COYY.] 

CoNSTJTU~10!'< OFP1c:E, 

ATLANTA, GA., .November ]0th, 1871. 

Jlrm MariiMn Bell, Comptrr1llcr- General·: 
Sm-In your last annual report, you Hlate the num· 

ber of bonds approved and registered by you, under 
and by virtue of the acts of 15Lh September and 17th 
October, 1870, which you say comprises all your official 
ad.ion connected wilh bonds up to tbe \Bt day of Jan­
uary la.st. l desire you to furnish me tbc number and 
eharacler of bonds registered by you since that date, 
under' tbe acts above mentioned. 1 b!lve underntood 
that an official opinion on this subject ha.B been ren. 
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dered b . 1I , } onol'able () \ 1 1 eral r 
1 

· 1 
· .. me lrane a At ~' ,,ro .em., and now Cb' , R tornoy-Gen-

Court. I won Id alsr ti k1of ,J usticc of the S 
·· J tan yo upreme 

<·opy•o( said opinion. u to fnrniRh mo with a 

Hcsper:tfully, 
[Signed.] 

l. w. A VERY, Editor. 

r ·(i~[ l'TWll ,f.EH 
BELL 'J'J~LL~ A BOJ;T THE BOXDS, 

Crni !'TROI IE · 
-··-· -- ~;~:~c~~;_F;-~>:R_~:JL()]}'lCE,_~-- .. 

(',f I .. 'GA., :S<iv. 11, 1871. 
',· . rv. .d 1:1'.T!f: Erhtor C'onstit1~tion , 
Sw-l n rcph· le . . 'A. Ian/a, Ga.: 

. , '}Our note of ti J( 
c·urtain infhrrnu.tior1 i·eJ t. lO Jth inHt iu~king 1· . a1vct0St >b ., 
t \JR <ifhcc, I have to info '· ate ondsregistorcd·in 
c·ounterHigned ·ind . rm you t.hut, up lo daio I hav 
uude.- -rnri 1 . '. registered s:i,ooo ()(10 bond, . 0 
. ' '} v1rt11e and uuthori ' ' , s issuod 

i'icjJlcn1 bcr 1 ;, l B~!J . . t,> of an net nppro d 
. . . ' ' , entitled "An A. ve 
!HH11e of bondJ..< of th. ..... ct to authol'ize th...-. 
f I '" "talc whe h ~ 
JOn<" anrl the eouporrn the , ' re y to redeem all 

and for other rcon now.dim or fidling d 
pnrpoRes. there· . ue, 

a,ls0 r;011nterr,igned un<l re ri"' .1~ ~ent1on?d·'· I have 
l.nvornor (as I did lb g .. tcrerl <tnd delivered to th 

, Ofie above d o 
J"l•rpurcrl to be iReucd by the Ac n~mo ) all the bonds 
cntitlorl "An A ·t t of 17th October 1870 

. c to amend an A ' , 
:ud the Brunswick an J Al ct entitled an Act to 
approved Ma.rch 18 18

'13'
1

,, bany R_ailroad Company 
$1,880,000. I arn n'ol . ' . amounting t<J the sum of'. 

cognizant f h a~y of the bonds mentioned. o t e disposition of 
afte1· they were delivered :".ado by the GoYernor . 

to 111m. Tho bonds men-



48 

tioned are payable in gold coin, as n.lao tho eouponR. 
·The coupons of the bondB isaued under the first named 
Act are payable quarterly, and those under the latter 
semi-annually. This comprises all my official informa· 
tion and acts relative to said bonds. I transmit here­
with certain papers in connection with my·official acts 
in the premisee, and the opinion of Ron. 0. A. uoch-

rane, asked for in your lett&., 
Very rcspcclfnlly, 

l\!.ADIBON BEJ,I., 
Comptroller- General. 

P. S.-1 should have stated, also, that the first batch 
of bonds signed by me was lithograph gold bonds, issued 
under the said Act of October 17, 1670, from No. 1 to 
880, inclusive, which are not included in those above 
mentioned, und which should have been returned can· 
celled, as indicated by tbe Governor'R first order, dated 

December 24, 1870. M. B. 

GOVEHNOH BULLOCK s·ENDS BONDS TO BE 
SUBSTITUTED. 

[COYT.} 

1"x~cuT1vE DEl'ARTMENT, STATE Ol' GEORGIA, 

ATLANTA, GA., Dec. 24, 1870. 

Jl_on. Madison Bell, Comptroller- General,.At!anta, Ga.: 

DEAR Sr~l send you 880 bonds iRsued under au· 
tbority of an act of the General Assembly, approved 
October 17, 1870, entitled "An Act to aid the Bruns­
wick aud.Albirny_Railroad." 'fbeBe bond• I desire to 

\ 
I 

cx.cbnngc for lhc . , 
said C fii Rt Stat<' b · ompany ''" ond" that . . 
heinr,. litli '•, thcs'-~ are Hl" I \\m·e JHsued t~ 

t-> ogra phe I , ._.c· en gr v 
of the State ti <. lt iR deiiirable ~ivcd, the others 
wbstitutctl f(>rlltll U1c Hleol cni;rav~dunt to the interest 
counte . lie other" y . bond" should b 

. rD1~n thpn . OU W' lJ tI e 
for<Jijlf •I' , . , i, and I will I. . ' ieroloro plo 

,. u. V•mng tli i.ive oxcb , use em to tho C uugo mad l b • V ompnnv e c-
err rcHpcctfully, •. 

HuPu~ 13 . Hur,LocK. 

Gil\'Eft:S<JH BL' I.LOCK TO , UHl>J•:Hs .1,1 , 
S\\'A!' 1;_1n:x:w·r(·1· - lie co~11"r1w1 r ~1' ~- -'- --'-' A::\..11 ' ''' ' 

IL\11. H <>AD l'O- ,~ , - A LEA N--Y.c.-
, ~ Ds. 

ExEct:TJ\·r; fco1·y.1 fJEPART.,Ir;:1;'~: S 
\ ,•TATEOJ<'(' 

\VHF - ' '. I 'fLA.."•iTA) (;A o' rEOH<HA, 
-H.F-.Ar:. J /i{' . - ·1 etobur »7 ... 

Albrwy· 1'· .
1 

· J>lO)lcr· "l!in·r 1 ~ , 1810. 
- \.d,l ruad ha - . 11 t!H· H. -

of Lund.:-: u-·- ---.--~nade :tppli<.!·ll· { I UllHWJ<:k and 
] 870 . . ' n pnn·idi..:d -i -~ --~1_<!_11_ or an , ·l 
• ' l l lH <Ji·dcr d " "" net np r - ·-:: ·- cxc iango 

fltatc Hi1'11, J e tltat tlir llorir . lrl_ oved October 17 
-, o ttn< 1-iC·d HaJeth>S ' 

Gen<'ral ' 'and tlie Hor I e • ccrntary of 

I
. , eo11r1terni1, I JCJra J/u th<'(' 
or One Ii . ,.,n lie bo1111'J < f.tl , ,ornptroiler-
. . HJIJHand d( II . ' in St•tt( 1· 

s1ve. cu u J an._i ea eh h ' 1 o Ueorrria 
' JJOlln t() t . ' num Pl'H I t I':'! ' 

llonoml>le \I r ,., hlamped Willi ti . o 880, inclu-
('' ~ .a-f /.'"i1n1 Bell (' le uutogra1>J I 

. -<IVcll lllld<"r • I • AJ11ifl1 rollcr-(, . 'o the 
partrnc11t . t . lil} JJu:d a11d Keal I: •Otl(:l'fil. 
liret ·d < .' ·'. tltr: Capit11/ in ·\ti· II th<: J~xcculivt• Ve 

'J "",'Hltlt:IJ. , Mita. 1h11 day lllld ..• -

[ 
LS1grred -] 3 wr 

ly Ii . . . 
• Je <xov1n·ii<Jt·. Hnv1·k B 1 11. . . ln1.1.uc1c 

C. (\JJtFW.\.", 

,)'r(·rr:torv 1~'11,c,1/in 
/Jeparl111ent. 



.. APPLlES 
'l:\'< nnlcnt~.. " 

BELL HA\ . <Olt LIGll I. rJ\!PT!WLLElt 'EY-GE:S-EHAL f 
( . TO Tl!}; ATTOR:S , 

[COPY-1 , . OFFICE, 
li"It.(iENEitAL K ..... 

CoMPTROLL~ Dec. n, JR10. 

" r"I Atlrmtn, Gn .. ~-e11e •1 1 

Jlarro111 Attorney 'tut1nn and· '.:1\Y1->, 
Hon Jfenry p . l b<' thf' Con'" "ti11" ""the 

thor1zc< .1 . ( P in \\11, ..... , . 
S1t1-As au ffici11\ "!"'" 1 ' • l y r\tt\JU>i ah 

ll. ar,k your o pr te,l wit i rn. rc~pcetJn ) of la"" <on n 
. " 'l""'tJon l r 

fol\ow1n,, ('r·nernl '" the bonr R pr,. 
('omplr:<Jller_- __ lu r·ounlcr8J,_ _ 

17 
1870, -

, le~ttl dtrty f Or·toh ·r ' \ 
l le. it mJ . .-, f tho ar·t <i l , Bruni..;\\ H' ( 

\ . •c<·tton ~ o \ t to aid t" I lK 
vi<led f(Jt J) to •1mend an l r .,,~·efl !\1 are i i 

" ""' . " ·1p\ll• • entitlc<l"1 "~~ ·1·o·t<l Company, ' 
ndAlhuny all '.. - l . nnnn:rnd 

a . r)!i~ lo >L' 1869 •1 l dut<· to oign conp .. 
. .._,. le(rtL .J • 

2. Is it m, , o r·r1untcrRJgn 
'd-bondH ! ·r l am to . mH 

to sat \JetJt upon me,' tb•1t their ter 
3. lo it ineum' tbc• coupon", to eec, ·c· payable in, or 

tbe bonds, or ~'~,~w as to wbut the}~):~ eh:<;gcablc with. 
c,onform to the .•. tho Governor, all ·hatcYer form of . u· Eitee1 \ellC}' , t [lf\ lega \\ 
lB lB , ' n d rn ust l trea . 'I • • ' 

that <lut;,' a. he may preeent. ll fr rny cone1d- ' d c:onpon be u.l a o 
·hon or . j' pavment . \ d utv to CO· 

cd1urn o J of lega J' ·r 
4. lf the rn t t I as a matter l · nd cnuponH,' tl en oug l i . d bon( r. a 

e!'ation,. l ' ecution of ""' ''n •old 'I 
Pera\e lfl the ex b made payable l g prins ieeucd 

· o I t to e J · tH co u ' 
tbey arc B'Jug' cun a bond anr ' be 17th Oetoher, 

l other wordB, . of the aet of t I .,. he left 
n •cond 5ect10n ebo11ld t lCJ ' 

under the ee ·able in gold, or cxprcf\eed I 
' 1>l70 be made.pa} ·di um of payment 

' ' riven rne c.vtthout an) g 
----·-·- '"··--------

•. 
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These questions first arose in your absence _(bel 
your recent return from the \Vest), and I suffered s1 
doubts and difficulties as wero then in my mind c> 
corning them to bo OYcrruled by an ordorfrom Hia 1 
eo//ency, tho.Governor, as to the bonds then present 
to be countersigned. 1 counters!gned nil that ho 
qufrcd nt that time (umnuntillg lo ssso,ooo), and ,, 
qui<»cc•d in llic appcaraIJco of my name in Jithogrn1 
upon the eo11pona. Sinc·e then my doubtshnvc bocorr 

fn<>l'e .'icri<u1~ 1 and being infOrmcd t.hut. more are l!kcl 

l"iOon to he pre."le11ted to mo, I wil'lh your opinion and a< 
;·j rec"·' .

0 

peed i I y as posai hie. 1 L may faui Ii tale your i nvcati 
gat_iil."__l<n:_."'_" __ lo_<:ilo :'~r__H_t.ll.t._llt us and_B!t<~1·J 
p1'l-,vi.,irJfJ.', as my altt•t1tio11 has been drawIJ as bcarint 

upon <>r J>os~ibly i IJ UMLl'n.ti 11g the RU bjcet in one or more o: 
ita.clc111c1Jto. The"' are Rcvi.scd Code Scctiolls fH~ 1inr 
!J~O: a!ao, llll ad ofScrtcmbcr 15th, 1870, entitlcd'''<\n 
u<:t t<, nntf1orizn tlie ;,...,f'tJe of holldH and eouponH thereon 

now dne or fa/Jing due, and frir ot~~-~~.:_:;1.7t1l'fJORCR therein 
UJentirrncJ ;·' .FJeab's pamph/et

1 
pagu ·1 j a/Ho D.Ct Of 

Oetober 5, 1870, to--:1mon<f an act lo auLborizo -His EX­
<cellenrcy tlie 1;01·ernor. \fl borrol\' a Hllfficiontamount of 
money 011 tl10 credit r1f tlie .Stat(\ etc:. Ibid, pago 5. 

\/cry re .... pe<·tful/_y, y1rnr <Jf1cdient Hervant, 

.\I ATmoN Bn,r,, Comptroller. General. 

·T11 !·; l;O\' f;HC<OH XOTIFED OP 'l'!rn CIJ.\ll"J'HOLLEH'.'i 
!JO{' BTS. 

fCrJF'Y.J 

CoM!'TROLL>:>t GENEHAL'H 0Prw;;, Doe. Ii, 1871J. 
To f[i8 Bxcd/eru:y, Rufus ff. Bullock: 

8rR-'i'hat you may moro fully undorHtnnd my doubts 
·hcrnto.foro oxpreesed lo you verbally i11 1·elation to my 



countersigning and authenticating tho ~onpon• of the 
bonds issued under and by authority of the act of Oc­
tober 17, 1870, I transmit herewith a communication 
I have addressed to Hon. H.B. Farrow, Attorney-Gen­

eral, asking his official opinion in writing a" to my 
authority under tho law to take part in tho iseuing O!" 

authenticating the said bond' and their coupons. AA 
soon aB I 8hall receive a reply to Raid communication l 
will be preIJ"rcd to take such action us the Attorney-

Generul's opini.Q~_ may point out. 
Please to forwJt;:-Jf;D.i<l-·-.:mmmnnicati_o_n to \he Attor-

ney-General aft-or n~u.ding it. 

(8'gncd.) 

_Very rcepectfully, 
~f-ADISON ilBk~-L 

Comptrolfrr-Oencral. 

Ttn; GOVERNOI\ CALLS 0:\ TllE PRIS:-;EN'l' cnrnF 

,JUSTICE TO ACT ATTO!t;\EY-liE:\r;nAL. 

!COPY.J 

i~x r;cl;TI v r~ DEI'ART.li-1 E~'f, 

STATE 011' (-i:EOB.OIA, 

ATLASTA, (~A., December 5, 1870. 

Brm. Madi~rm Bell, Co1r1ptroller-General, Atlrwlct, Ga: 

DEAR Sm-1 am inHtrnclcd by lliH l·;xccllcncy the 
Governor, tn acknowledge the receipt of your c1>rn­

munica.t1on of the Cth inBtant, covering a ~omrnunica· 
tion addressed t.o the Att.orney-<3encral, a"kinl-'. advice, 
opinion, etc. Justice to.the parties in inlcre"l, as well 
aB to the State'e interee\ in a great pnhlic work, de­
mand• tbal the question nubmitled ehould be disposed 

;);j 

of without de! _ fr ay,nndaHtl•A 
om tlie c'ty and ·11 ie ttornoycGor 

week 1 ' wi not 10 s, lnwc thiA da . . probably return 
rane, ani.l hnvc t. • } :•ppo1nted tho Ho Att rau~m1tted n. i 

ornoy-Goneral d to him }'our I 
with as little d l '.an rcqucstd that. h ' 

0 ll} 115 J<OHHible. e rt 

(Signed.) Very respcctfolly, 

" ll c c DCcretary ~,, .' · 
.c;.~ecutme Dej 

~ 

(COPY.J 

gXECUT!VE D -- . , EPART~IE 

STATE'();. GEO 

- H AnANTA u D 
on. ,lfadison B l! - ' A., ecom bor ' 
· e ' Comptratt Srn-I . eroGemmw.--Att 

Ol'TJ UIJl lfl8_ll'~C_lod b - J . ' ' mrti 
H or, to hand you he; - ~· .Irnjhecll_ency 

on. 0. A L b ewrth enclosed t-h ·-· 
· De r·aoe A o OJ 

anHwcr to your comm11' . ttorncy-Gcneral pro 
n1cut1on t _ 0 } 0Rterdt1J' 
y ' 

(Signed.) ours respectfully, 

s IL C. Cont 
, ecretary Execut. D we epar 

[COf"Y,J 

II. A TLAN'fA (''11 
on. Mad1:$on Bell C ' TA., December· 6 
Srn-Y , omptr&ller-General t . , 

·th our communicatio 'e c. 
e Honorable H p F n of yesterday add 

•hia official .. , . arrow, Attorno , re 
rha opinion in relation . y-Gcneral, 

B boon transmitted •~ ! to mutters therein 
w me ~,. u· I' , '" <,xcelloncy th 
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crnor, with the rcqueet that I would consider the qucc1-
tior.R made and furnish you with u \Vritten ·Opinion on 

the subject matter ··of your inqnir\. l" obedience to 
such requeRt, and as Attorecy-Gencral pro tern., l now 

proceed to an~wer the legal propositionq snhmitted: 

Your fir:...t inquiry iH
1 

whether it iH 
11

your legal duty 

to eountcn~ig11 tho bonJM provided for in ""cetifJn 2d of 

-----·---the ::v~t oi ~ctober 17, 1-870, to amcr.d an a.ct. to aid tlw 
!~-;:-,;,;:~wick and Alb110 . .Y ltailrciad Company.·· After a 
careful re\iew a.nd coBAi-~iei~:iG(5irofthB lu.W._!__t(:f}niiq: .. ~ the 

duty of the Cornplroller-General, uud of the act iLsclC-l 
ha\:e no bcHltation in n11.ying that it io your le_gal duly 

-- -----to._i;Q_1:!._!~terMign 8lH.:h 1T'Joridn iMbUC<l by dirc'~ti()ll of the 
1.-c.u;is!~~ti;re;--uri-dcr-the- :Jd -~~t:-~}on of the ad approved 
Sep tern ber 1 f>, 1870. Tile a<:t ref(.;1;rci:l trr ;, ckttr_ "" to 

itS- pro\l~ion~l tlia.t the bondH of the State of <rcorgiu 

is~uc<l for Huch -pnrposBM as the Genera! 4.RRernlJ!y may 
<lire<;t Rhall be Ki6ned by the Governor ti.n1f'co11t'1t0r­

~1gned by the Comptrollcr-(~eneral, an<l i11n1-1rnud1 an 
tbc General As,embly have, uy an act J7tl1 ( ><:tohcr; 

' 

l 870, directed the is~ning of certain bonds to the Brurn-i­
wick and Aluany Hailroad C<1mpt.rny, and thcoC ho11d• 
bave heen iRsued in purf">uancc of dirPction of thc.(icn- -
(:;ral As~cmbiy 1 o,.n<l Hig:ned by the (fovernor, it fo!l<J\\'t<. 

a.Ka. matter of law that your legal duty iH to counler­
t1ign them. r.rhe ae:t of September ]f), 1H70, ina general 

act; its capt.ion does not limit it to the ir-.f.:.tte of hondH 

whereby to redeem at! bonde, and the eoup<rnk thereon 
now due or falling due, b.ut is for other purposes therein 
mentioned. 'fhe other purposes contemplated by the ,;ct 
it•elf, derivable not 01Jly from its context, but the his­

tory of its.. passag~,-~B 1hc i8.sUe of Rueh other bon<lH aA 
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question arc issued, provides that. tbc Uovcrnor shall 
receive from the company the whole issue of tlw second 
mortgage bonds, amounting to $2,350,000, and he is to 
pay the company for the same in -the bonds cf the State 
-0f Georgia u.li par, bearing 7 per cent. l,!1tcrc9t, ct(:., in 
the aggregate, amounting to $1,888,000, and His Excel­
lency the Governor, is hereby authorized and directed 
t-0 cause said bon<is to be executed in due and legal !'orm 
and paid over, etc." ThiM language iB plain and Icuves 

-----notll\!lg w-eonstruction, By tnki ng the nets together, 
we find tlie acl iiT"l'.lcptem-h<>!'.-15_th authorized ll;e issue 
by the Governor of' the br,nds, the acl-;;y-r7w-october­
directs the Governor to issue bonds lo tbc Brunswick 
and Albany Railroad Company and diargeR him 
-directly wit!> c'auRing naid hondH to be cxceutcd 
in due an<l le,L!'ai ·form. ln my opinion, the Gov-

- ernor i• charged with ~be duty by the direction of 
the General-Assembly, and he alone iR chargeable with 
the duty, The act of issuing the bonds involves the 
wbo\e duty; the act of countcrnigning is a mero minis­
terial act under the law done in obedicn~e to it by tho 
Oomptroller·Gcneral, involving no act of discretionary 
or judicial duty, but invoking oni}' by its terms the sim­
ple duty of its performance, the rcgietration of tbQ 
amount issued, and the report to the 'l'rcasuror for re­
cord is no more _purely ministerial than the act of 

t~ountersigning. 
The opinion thus for osfabliBbos the foct that the 

bonds io question being direcLed by the General Assem­
bly after the passage of the act September 15, 1870• 
come directly within ita.provisione, and by constru.ing 
the ..ct of October 17, 1870, with ttie act of September 
lti, 1870, tb" Governor is alone churgeablc with the 

duty of - · , rnsumg, and tho act 
-Offic~al verity prescribed by 
rnsur og by the Governor 

of countersigni' 
tho law as folloi 

The 4th question is mai 
Df payment is not nly answered, as tho 
trolier-Goneral I; rnuttor lor the deciaion of tl 
tion as to the m,edi or '.11pelf, I may add I have 
to be issued under tubm In which all bonds oftbis i 

b 
c renewal J d 

eyond disp11tation ti aw, an to put tb 
ing the restraint • JO act of October 5 1870 

upon tbo G -- ' 
Dther charnclcr o'' b d overnor not to is 

· on R than th 
act of September 15 1870 

.ose authorized 
·- Gcncrn! Assembl , t ' ' exhibits the policy 

credit in her fut) .o ~ake-that act the fountain. 

G 
.. uro issues of b -d 

ovcrnor in th d' I or, s, and cont· 
c. '"" iargo f ti d , ' touch in" the , . o ic ut1es imposed 

G 
"' manner in wl - ,1 1 , 

enerul A•scmbly I t' iic i t 10 drrections 
be execu led l re a ~ng to the i'suo of bon· 

. nnw come to ti 
tbe legal duty of tb C , 

10 
second questic 

coupons to bo ·an e domptro!ier-Gonerul to isf 

l 
ncxc to said b d 

etler, in whieh ti _ . - .on s, I find 1C8o q UC8tlO - -----

the name of the Co ! n; aro propounde 
and if this be true _lirnptro le.r-General is -lithog1 
<loca not .uril'\C r.rl' JO (jU~BtIOn of signing the Cl 

, . . , ic act of October 17 ~ 
the Governor to cauec eaid b d • 1810, autl 
and legal form 'l'h b on_ 

6 
lo be executed 

· c ond ti 
coupon" signed 

01
, uns d , rn 

10 
obligation. 

on itself carries< . ig~c 'is immaterial. The 
, • JU its face tlrn . 

principal and 1'11t ' ' promrno to Pll' . crest, fhc c d d ' 
f!1gni ng of the Cf>UfJO!J" ~ e oos not ma! - •>an Cf-Bent1al p t , , 
pan of its execution 'l'h. ar •or Jn foe 
authorized tile T , e aet nf 184:'l, for conven 

reuP.u rer to en do b 
<lue during hiA ad .. _ , rso t e coupons f 

- min1Mtrat1r;in1 and such coupons 
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colloctable without tho prcscntatioll of the bonrl. The 
Code simply enlarges tho conveninnce by :rnthori,,ing 
the Treasurer to aign the coupone, if the holder desires 
him to do so, and he may do so before or after tho issue 
of the bondH. The only benefit of Huch Hig•wturc ifi con­
venience to tho holder, but hi:\ Aigning the eunpons 
neither a<ldA, nor doe . .; the ab,..once of hiH Ri~naturc 

diminish the value of the bond a farthing. The bonds 
in question arc within a peculiar provi~ion 1 c\1.arging-

--·-· __ ---1ll_e G_c>vernor with deciding tho due and legal f,,,.,,, in 
which tb-~y shalroo i-s81iod, and by implic>ltion, the Gov­
crnor\. n1ight in the itisuing of the eouponsr authe11ticatn 
them by SJwh official autbentiea.ti 1Jn as~might in~1ort 
verity. 'ftie Go\·ernor could inoue the_crHilJOIJ_R \\'i1hout 
a signature, 01· L~ eou!d Rign them hirn~clf1 or .h(: t«1tt!d 

direct another to sign them. All thiH i" proper ;rnd 
within the ncope oftbe law, but would impo.~eupon the 
holder-the necessity ofprcsenting tho hond it'l'1f lo the 
rrrc:.i.surer to collect the coupon; "only tbii:l and Jlfjtliing 
more." A" there iK nothing provided by iaw ;,·, re­
lation to signing the coupon~, an<l tbin rnaltcr i:-: 0110 qf 
convenience to the holder) the lithograpl-,1i1~r; your I1:t111(;R) 

or your signing them, imporlH no o~J!igation and in­
volvcB no official intcrfore11ec with the dulicR of another, 
and is Bimply do11e as the Governor may direct ill the 
authority given him by 1 he '.ld section of the act October 
17, 1870. With tbe .policy or impolicy of' the 1"1f'Kugc 

_of.theBe acts, we have nothing to do. Our buRiucse iB 
simply to construe them. So, 1-tbink it iR your ! .. gal 
duty to counter8ign said bjfJdB and eou1v1ns. when re 

r1nired by the Governor. 
___ Very respectfully, 

(Signed.), - - - --
0. A. J;OCIIRANE, 

A·trotncy-General, J>T'' te1n. 

5!J 

'l'IIE m•:St;LT-THE COMPTROLLER OJWERED 'J 

SIG:';' THE BOXDS. 

[COPY.) 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

STATE 0}' G EORUIA, 

ATT.ANTA, GA., December G, 1870. 

Ordered, ThaL the lioJJoruble tho Comptroller-Go1 
oral, Pign the bo11d,; aJJJ coupons of the State of Georgi 
for 011c rnillion eight hu11drcd und eighty thousand do 
!arfi1 i.-;~t1ed i 11 pur . ..;uanve of an act of tho General As~cn 
bly, npp1wc-crl Octobcr+i, 1870:-·---· 

(SigiiC'd.) llunJH H. Hur.r.ocK. 
By tlic f;(r.:cri11Jr 

n. C. ConsoN, 

Secretary Exeeufive DrprJrlmcm 

.. A rncn•L( Lile rctc.Hnu~e11Jation8 mnde by .Major Bell ii 

his ulliciai rcporlo to the Lcgiolalurc while Comptroller 

G-cneral, '.\'a~ one ,qug.~esting to that body the proprieLJ 

<>f f11rJJJ . ...,J1;ng 1JJ eneh of lhn maimed Confcdc!'atc sol 

dicrR c,f the Stale an artificial limb, whon prncticuble 

and v.·h(.'.11 that C<Ju!d not be donc 1-~nch a . .::.um of mnno3 

:uinuo.lly as the Legislatutc might think nufficicnt tc 

enable tb.em to liYe, or, at !eaHt, to relieve Lbeir mos 

prcbHinf.{ 11eteBsitic~. ThiH recommendation, comin_t.: 

from n. Hcpublie;un 1 ut a time when sectinnal biitornoA~ 

and politir·ul animoHiticR were very Htroog, cauHcd the 

. Democratic: party thr•rnghout tile :-itatc to look upon 

him witb much f~ivor 1 and thif\ togotlior with hi~ wise 
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and prudent course in regard to issuing 'executions 

against unreturned wild landa, as detailed in the fore­

goin~ correspondence, built up for him many strong 

friends inside of the Democratic party who would have 

heartily endorsed bis re-election, but he declined to 

again become a candidate for the office. 
With this brief notice of a small portion of the official 

conduct of Major Bell as ComptroEcr-General of 

Georgia, the author closes the present chapter. 

The following chapter will be devoted to bis marriage 

and. other matters connected with his domestic and pri­

vate life, together with a short history of bis wifo and 

family. 

---~----
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CHAP'l'EH V. 

When .\Iajor Bell retired from the office of Comp­

troller-General, he entered into the enjoyment of private 

life with a sense of great relief. He had been thro.ugh 

the war; he had assisted in the grent work of Recon­

etrnction, and discharged faithfully the dutioi; of n very 

highufld r_csponsiblc dep!lrt111_cnl of the Stnto_(;_()V_<Jl'n­

rueut during lho.'ie Btormy nnd turbulent. ti.moR HUC~ 
eecding the war 1 when reason among the people had 

lrnc11 w'cll ll igh set u.side,-iii1tl-iv liei1 · -1iaii8lo!i--lliiif]lrejU­

dico a~ainst the a<lmiuistrat ion of tho Chief Exocutivc 

had heen fanned into a flame of adven•e Hcntiment all 

n\'(;r the State. \Vi th the exception of a position to 

whi(;h-hc wao ilppoinled.in the 'fi'caatiry Jiepurtmcnt u.t 

\\'ushingto11 City, and which he wnR eompcllcd to reAign 

after u fov; monthM' Hervice, (in a1:eount of j!] health, 

.Major Bell from thir. time took little part in affairs oi 

pnblic and political. coM.:crn. 

On the J:\lh day of' ~by, rn1;~1, he married ~iiBR Mary 

C. Cox, nt BtHilrn wrnnty. Ucorgin, a lady who waH 

Uor11 2f>tl.i July, lk-tli and reared \\·ithin a.bout ttcvcn 

mileH of' the place \Vhen~ he wa . ., born and partly raiso<l. 

Bhe had bec11 brought up on a farm, and ':'aH thor­

ougLly familiar wilh all the del<tilH and mv.nugementof 
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those qualifications of mind and heart calculated to wiu 

the affections and prepare her for that highest and no­

bleAt sphere of woman's mission on earth-a good wife 

and mot'ier. '3he never aspired to the distinction of a 

society lady, in the general acceptation of the terr;i~ but 

rather to render home cheerful, and to ·make happy 

th0so who were in nny way thrown into her society. 

It was, therefore, but a short time after she left the 

country and ite simple wayH, and took her place 

beside bcr busband, who was at that time enjoying tho 

distin~ti:on of one of the highest· offices ot the State, 

until she had drawn around her aeircloofwarrn friends 

and acquaintances in the city. The allurements of 

f~shion, with its v.Ln(ty iind show, wrou~ght no per­

ceptible change in her character. She was ever the 

same loving, faithful and devoted wife and mother every 

day, beautifully illustrating in her lifo tho simple faith 

taught in early life in the power of revealed religion. 

This union was !1 most happy and fortunate one, re­

sulting in a happy, contented and cheerful family-one 

wbicb it is a great privilege to visit; but before I invite 

the reader '~itbin, we will li11'.(er on the threshold to 

review for a few moments the previous family connec­

tions of thiB good lady. 
Aris Cox, tbe grandfather of Mrs. Bell, was a native 

Virginian, from which State be came to Georgia, when 

about. eleven years of age, about the commencement of 

the Revolutionary war. 

Mathew Cox, h0r fothcr, wns born in Georgi 

1809, a.nd died in 1880. He was known to tho" 

for l'fillny ycarF as an old and highly rcspeete'd ci 

of Banks county, where he lived and died and \\ 

he mi Fed a large fomily of boys and girls, a~d man 

to accumulate considcmblc prnperty. He was regs 

by all who knew him as a man of strictly honest 

dplcR and unflinching integrity, und was a u1:1eful ci 

and an ucc·cjmmodating neighbor. 

Mre. Hcbcccn Cox, his wife, was a native of Geo 

and a daughter of Jessie "'bite, of Clarke county. 

WaBborn_in_]§J2,.and is stil.l Jiv.i.ng,a_t_t!ie pn 
wr,ting, at the old homestead in Banks county, w 

she iB noted for her kindness to the sick and distre1 

'and io patiently awaiting. tlrn summons to join 

beloved husband on the other shore. 

Mnjor Bell and wife have five children-Mary, Ni 

{;ora, .'ll adiwn, and Glysses S. • 

Mary Bell was born May 3d, 1872. 

I' cl lie Bell was born December 26th, 1875. 

Corn Bell wns born A'ugust 21st, 1877. 

Madiwn Bell waH born August 1st, 1879. 

Glycscs S. Jlcll was born Jununry 28th, 1884. 

Maj0r Hell was loth to give up the' BCencsof hfs 01 

youth and young manhood, and when he was relet 

from the onerous duties of official lifo, his heart c 

more turned to hi" native bill", and he would gla 

have nguiri NtRt his lot among the friendH of ei 
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youth, but Providence, it HeemR, had ord~;rcd otherwise, 

so be took up his reRidence permanently. in the city of 

Atlanta, where the greater portion of hiR property bad 

accumulated, and where he might enjoy the benefits of 

u. prottperous and growing city and itR ad~antagcR ft)r 

educating his children. 

The family residence iH a neat. cottage) on the corner 

of Aleirnnder and Luckie streets, near M.arilltla street 

c:ar line, and standB upon a beautiful eminence, from 

which the water runs in almost every dircctiori, and is 

in sight <Jf the historic· b1tttle-gmundo uf.l<cncrnl 

8herman's memorable campaign around Lhc eity in 

1864. At this p!U;ce bis children were born, and here 

ha" centered for many years the warmrn;t and tenderest 

affections of his heart and lifo; here be has held sweet 

converBe with friends and entertained oomo of the moHt 

noted and dietinguished men of the present generation, 

including learned HlateRmco and diHtinguir.hed lea<lcro 

of the ehureb. 

~o one leaves the BO.nctuary of this home without 

i m prcssiont; for good. The infiuencce met in the society 

of lbis family are calculated tu ennoble and purify the 

mind, and to ntrengthen one fbr the coHflict,i." of ·lifo. 

Both of tbebe parents arc rncmborn of the MethodiHt 

Epiw_:opal Chureb, South 1 and their livct:li are exarnplm; 

of religious faith and piety. 

And tbe Lol'd ha!! been very gruc.;iouH and kirid, in 

that 'no mortal diHeafill bae :.d!lieted them or the children, 
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though the father passed through many of the common 

.afflictions of life, some of which resulted, no doubt,.from 

·· ·rn ---uxposurntotnevfoisaltiictes ofcarrlp life during the w~r. 

For the present we leave the subject of this sketch 

-0njoying a moderate del!ree of health and prosperity, 

in the prime of manhood, and in possession of all those 

faculties of rnind and heart calculated to endear him to 

family, friends and society, with the hope that bis bis· 

lory of usefu!nes8 to man~ind ;nay increase with ad-

vanciug years, a;1d that a crown of eternal life awaits 
J1im at th~ end; 
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d d · ply "" a matter of The following pages are ad e Him . . 

C
,,.,\dren and family of Major Bell, 

Tcferen~e for the ' 
d other family records 

·bein sPlected from albums an . -

h" ~h it iB. thought best to preservo by inscrtrng the~ 
w >C • • , f MaJ·or Bells 

The following rn a cop) 0 

[,!lw School: 
•in this place. 

d t the J,umpkin Diploma as a gru uale o 
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State of Georgia. 

To all to whom these presents shall come, ~roeting 
Know ye that Madison Boll is of good moral characte1 

ill well ak;J!ed in tho Laws, and is competent to &ct a 
an Attorney, Solieitor and Counsellor in the aevera 

Courts of Law and Equity in this State from hi 

attendance upon the-Lumpkin Law·-Schocil·;situllt1r·a 

the scat of tbo Uni vernity of Georgia, and tho prope 

offiGcrs of said Law School hereby grm1t to him thi1 

Diploma, as evidence of bis graduation, and to entitl( 

him to all the rights and privileges conferred upon thE 

egraduatcs of Baid Iiaw Sehool by the Act of the Gen· 

oral Assembly incorporating tho Aame, approved De­
ccm ber l ~ltb, 1859. 

In witness whereof, tbc Professors have hereunto set ... 
their haods and caused the seal of the corporation 

tJJ be aff!xo<i, this 1st day of February, 1861. 

Jos. HENRY LUMPKIN, 

Taos. R R. COBB, 

\Vw. HOPE Ilur,r,, 

Profe/J.or~. 
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" ADVICE FROM AN AGED PRECEPTOit TO HIS PUPIL, 

:'>In. MADISON BELL. 

Be courteous; be composed; be punctual in ull your 

engagements. Grace is intended for religion; when ap­

plied to worldly business, it sbould be called disgrace; 

and he who does not keep his appointment•, will he 

doomed to the fate of the ancient virgins. 

B.e respect.!.0_tot_ll_e __ Befjch us wellas your Hcniors at 

the Bar. Flippancy, frow~rd~~-~;.~~nd -f"'O~:wardncfi8-afr 
exceedingly unbecoming the youthful attorney. J,et 

every secret communicated by a client be kept as close 

as "Natures taciturnity." You are his "other self." 

Repudiate the ethics of Lord Brougham, who declared 41 
in his defense of Queen Caroline before the House of 

Lords, that an advocate ehould know but one person in 

the world, and that was his client. As the minister of 

justice-and such be is-he owes duties W tbc court and 

the country which he may not dis:·egard. He is not the 

serf or slave of any man. lie may not press for u. 

wrong judgment, much less the conviction of an inno­

cent man. J,aw. and justice according to law, should be 

his motto. 
Let your manner be warm, energetic, sincere. Harn· 

estnoos hegetR an electric. sympathy between speaker 

and' hearer which we cannot describe--which nothing 

else can supply-which is irresistible. Be thankful· 

6U 

tbat y~u have no forefather's feet to stand ur 

posterity to look to; aspire to be the founde 

race. . T~e golden round is before you; tho 

.grasp it JS yours, and if you fail the causo of tl 

~'.II .b~ yours. Remember tho language of I 
f.1chilieu "Th t · th ' a rn e vocabulary of youth,,,_ 
reserves for a bright manhood th . F . ·- ' ore is no sue! 

AIL." God never created " man whom he 

endow wi~h ability to sustain himself in th• 

whereunto he was called. J;iston to tbo sti 
voice whispering ever ii. d ... ; . · .. _ .. -~ _ 

n anon in your oar "y 
not born to die and leave no mark behind yo,u" 

like Sampson, ov~ry green withe that would.ii 

irnrnly bind you to indolence and pioaauro, a1 

abroad lfl all the 11ativo freedom 1tnd t ti 
powers. B rong l 

Cling to the Conetit11t1.on. 'I'I iia urk conta 
eradlc of liberty in which yon wore rooked. It 

tbe sacred nm where the ashes of . your putr1ot 
mr>'.1lder .. Cling to this nrk, therefore, and do 

while a drop of' blood iH propelled from your hoa 

Hhrcd _of muHclc <1uiverB on your bones. Triu1 
Lhc frwnd of liberty· and eriual't . f: II 1 y, 0,1 a us a ma 

Fear God and keup his commandments f' ti . 1 . , or 11 

w wle duty of man; and may 1loaY011 defend yo 

sll evil, and crown your efforts with auccosa. 

J OBEPll HENRY I,UMP 

Athens, No1J. Gth, 18BO. 
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l thv God and He will never forsake thee. 
Be true o . b ~ 1 unto 

lf d thou canst not e ,a Re Be true unto thyse , an 
Yonr friend, 

another. Tnos. R. R. Conn. 

Athens, Nov. 8th, 1860. 

he asRociated with 1 trust my name may ulwayB 
L k'n J,uw School. 

rJleasant hours past at the ump ' ' 
WM. Hot•£ Hur.r.. 

. . f om an album dedicated by Majo1· (The following lB r 

Bell to bis daugh_ters.)_ 

1 • " father Madison This album is prese!ltcd by a ov1 n,., ' 

d ht Mar" Nellie and Corn. Bell to his darling aug ers. ' , ' 
' ~q Washington, D. C., .July Zd, 1 1 ' • 

Dear little 111ary Bell: · scribe the 
Your loving father requests that I shull in . 

. b. h he ha• bought and dcd1-first Jines in this album, w lC • 

1 . ,;ters And he ms ro-
e•ted to vou and your younger Bl • d 
~ , b t may rca ted that 1 shall pen something t a you 

ques N w what bett.er sentiment or 
when you grow up. o ' , . 

, first sheet, than to enJOltl maxim could I put in this 
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·upon you the scripturtil injunction "Honor· thJ 

and thy mother, that tby dayA may be Jong nr 

iand whieh th~ Lord thy God giveth thee." 

ALEXANDER H. S·~EPI 

.National Rmel, Washington, D. C., :id .fuly, 187 

Dear Sissy :Vella Bell : 

lam· penning these lines to you when you a 
k . . \... young to now anything about them,·but for : 

rend when you become olde1· and can underAtand 

Homembcr 1 then, through lifo, the injuaetion q._f 

rnon, "F'cnr God and keep hiH commandments~ fo 
is the wh0.lc duty nf man." 

Ar,EXANDER JI. STEPH> 

.Nfltional Hr1tel, Washington, D. C., 3tl July, 1879. 

Well, wha~ eball I write for huby Corn Bell. 

father Hays i m1rnt say something for ber, infant th 

she be, !hatJ rnuRt write something for bcr to read' 

she enters upon life, after i have departed. Then, 

Cora, when you grow up remember that He who B 

nR never man spuk<: said "Blc,;sed are tho puro in I 
.for they Rliuil see <;r1d." 

AL.EXANDER JI. STEP!IE~ 

Natfonal !Io!el, Washington, D. 0., ilrl July, 187!!. 



72 

Bishop Goo. F. Pierce also favored thie~precious fam­

'ily album with a message to the <Jhildren as follows: 

Dear jJ1ary : 
Your father requests me to write a line in your al­

bum. He wishes you to read it wben you.arc older. IL 

was my privilege to baptize yon and pray for you. [ 11 

11fter times remember that you have been dedicated to 

God. To Hirn you belong. Love Hirn, obey Hirn, in 

all things: thPn it will be well with' you f(miver. 
(;, F. PrnacE. 

For little Cora · 

On this day, the 7th Nov. 1 baptized you and your 

sister and brother. I asked God to take care of yon, 

bring yon up in the church and prepare you to do good 

iU the world. 1 hope you will live long and be happy 

all your dayo. 
(;, F. PIERCE. 

Nou. 1th, 187\l. 

,lladison Bell, .Jr. · 

You are now:>. _babe in your mother',; arms .. 1~y the 

Divine blcR;ing you may live-\.§> be a man. i hope you 

wiil. At the right time, you must lt>!lrn to read and 

etudy, that you may be wise. The highest wiBdorn is 

to know God-\<> do justly-love mercy-believe in 

{;brist, and prepare for heaven. 
G. F. PEIRCE. 

November 7th, 187!!. 

_I 
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;inss 2'.fary Bell: v · 

Your affectionate father asks me to 't 
notice in this b k wri e y1 

oo as a memento of tho friend 

~::pect that exist between us since our assoc 
Tre!lsury Dupartmont at W h' 

will !iv I . as rngton. 
o ong to love him aH faithfully as he< 

Novernber :lO, 1881. Jo1IN Sm 

Dear Nellie Bell: 

Tho _yoare th t · J -- ---- - - -- - - -- n w11 meuBuro the .time erp ·o 

;'.~.womanhood will, in all probability, cl1mo.~y 
' c. I hope, however, thiH will serve• t1i . . 

1 h k' . . lll8pll'! 
- c in<!ly feeling that [ chcriHh for your father 

November '.?O, 1_881. .101IN 8HEI 

For Lillie Cora : 

1 can only wiBb tlmt her lifo may b,. . 
that oho ma b, . . OJO} ous and 

Y 0 happy rn her homo and l'1 
than all that Hh' i c, am 

t ' e may secure tbo crown of rightc 
for 0 !.ic world to come. 

November 20, 1881. 
.1p11N Sl!ERJ 

Por Littl;c: Madisr.m1 .Jr.: 

I I ca vc a word f d . o a viec. Be bruvc, truthfu 
manly. Love your mother and Rt'stor:". " Try ho: 
to find out t.he right wav I ti . 

J 1 an( >en pursue it fon.r 
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and firmly. In this way you ·will beat honor your· 

father and win the respect of your follow-men. 

JouN Smrn.>rAN. 

November 17th, 1882. 

Dear Miss Mary Bell : 

it Remember now tby crc·ator in the d:1yB of thy youth, 

while tbo evil days come not, nor the yearR draw nigh 

when thou shalt say 1 have no pleasure in them. 

}Vhat,,a beautiful admonition this is (,o every youth 

And bow lovely the character of the young lady who 

heeds it. 
J OBEP!l E;. BROWN. 

November 17th, 1882. 

Dear Miss Nellie Bell : 
FeRr God aPd keep His Commandrnente, for this i R' 

tho whole duty of man. For God shall bring every 

·work into judgment with every secret thing, whether it 

be good or whether it be evil. 
How important it is, then, that our deeds be not evil 

JosEPH E. Bn.owN. 
November 17tlt,'J 882. 

Dear Little Mi.'liJ Cora Bell: 
When you are old enongb to reflect on the groat end' 

and duty of life, remember that our Divine Redeemer 

has Hid, "Thou shalt love tbe Lord thy God with all> 
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thy b~art, and with all thy mind, and with. all 
oand with all thy etreng19_." 

This is the first and great commandment 

November 17th, 1882. 
JOSEPH E. B 

.Dear Little Nadi.son, Jr. : 

When you a . re u young man, and ieflcct on th 
"nd wrndom of God . · . 'you will be struck with th• 
<>f the exprc"sion, that when God laid the found 
1 he earl h '' t I · · · · - - - · 

, JC mornrng stars sang together anr 
Hons of God Hhotaed for J·oy., A d . . . . · n you will bi 
with the solemnity of .the declaration tbat wh 
d" d u ie on the cross there was a dark , ~UWff 

eurth, from the sixth to tbo ninth h f b . our o t o da 
<.lied that. we might live. 

N(J1Jember 17th, 1882. 
JOSEPH E. Ba 

l'o the Children, one ·and all: 

Long und well have I known your father, and 

yon ever be under temptation to do wrong 
example and his good name restrain you. A~ 
walked in the path of daty' and h onor, may ej 
yon do likewise. 

L .. K BLECK! 


