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and 1720.’" 'This is quitea mistake, as his son William was
born in Virginia in 1759. He says also that: ‘‘Miss Sarah But-
ler, sister of Capt. James Butler, killed on Cloud’s Creek, by
Cunningham’s band of tories, married first Capt. Smallwood
Smith, by whom she had two children, recollected Jacob B.
Smith and Sarah Butler Smith, wife of Ryden G. Mays.”’
Elsewhere it is stated that Sarah Butl i Jacob Smith
of Mount Willing. '
The following is a copy from a manmsess
A. P. Butler:
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surprise, notwithstanding the urgent remonstrances of Captain
Butler. It was not known then who were the Loyalists they
had been pursuing, but the next morning demonstrated the
wisdom of his advice. They proved to have been connected
with a larger band, and about sunrise, the band amounting to
some three hundred men, under the lead of William Cunning-
ham, approached and attacked the can ; by surprise
and utterly disorganized, the little ]
thirty in number, rallied and took s
log house without doors or windows.
by Cunningham’s party, and a dem
emptorily made. Its terms were engui
the response of the Tories was that
but that they would receive a commun

Smallwood Smith was selected for
first inquiry was who are of your pas
young James Butler, the son who has
affair in which Radcliff was killed ¥
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%o his side, handed him his rifle; and told
few balls in his pouch. The father took
it until the ammun:tion was exhausted.
the young man produced a panic in the little
g against such hopeless odds, and an uncondi-
der was the result.

ere placed upon a ladder placed as a bench and heard
¢ order given to put them to the unsparing sword of
on and revenge, but two of the number escaped; the

~ caught up a pitchfork 2 nded himself until his right
hand was severed by a s
The tragedy did nnt

Tories, under the cc

A detachment of
a subordinate leader,

was left to meet any might be sent to inter
sect the subject of our

the mangled victims,
Cug who, it was expected,

memoir, then a Copiain

would hasten to the qﬂ‘. But William Butler was too far
from the sad scene h be present even at the funeral ceremo-
nial. Women pesinm the melancholy zites. Mrs. Sarah
Smith, a sister of Js Butler, the elder, (his widow at the
time being in astates i confinement) was summoned tothe scene.
Her brother’s body =cognised by his hand being severed,
but the rest mmw: be identified by their relatives. James
Butler, the youmges, was supposed to be identified. A large
pit was dug, into which the unburied bodies were indiscrimi-
nately placed; but a separate grave was prepared by the direc-
tion of Mrs. Smith, in which the remains of the Butlers, father
and son, were deposited and over which an humble monument

with filial piety has since been erected.

WILLIAM BUTLER.

When Lincoln issued his proclsmation from his camp near
Augusta, William Butler repaired to his standard as a lieuten-
ant of militia. The American leader's purpose was the inva-
smn and mchmntmn of Georgia. Leaving a corps of observa-
I ‘ tmder Moultrie, he had scamdy crossed the

2e way to Charleston open, made a brilliant
mre of that city, and had mearly succeeded.
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When he crossed the Savannah the city was without defences,
and Lincoln believing the movement but a feint, delayed to
pursue him; but Moultrie, throwing himself in his path, met
him at Tulifiny and Coosawhatchie, and by a defensive retreat
delayed his advance until field works safficient to withstand an
assault could be thrown up for the de the city.

The approach of Lincoln's force, -owernor Rut-
ledge with militia from Orangeburg mile megular ap-
proaches, and Prevost commenced khis Tz
islands to Savannah. The militia fres
then discharged, but William Butles
tachment engaged in the action of 8
tached himself to Pulaski’s Iegic
during the campaign of 1779. [
until his death at the siege of
him as a bold, dashing drag
his memory by naming one «

During the captivity of b
sponsibilities of family
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and my guns will then drive themn from the water.”” The
stockade was then taken and the garrison deprived of the use
of the spring, an operation which it has been conceded by
military critics if accomplished at an earlier period of the siege
would hawve resulted in the fall of the place before it could have
been reliewed. As it was, Cruger, commanding the garrison,
managed S pEalame bis defence by sinking wells in the star
redoulit eSS EEson. had been proposed which

Greene refmsed, be B suwld still take the place by
pushing the sap agammst &7 medoubt under Kosciusko’s
directions.  The approacilEE Rewdon with the relieving
force blasted his hopes. =

A corps was detached "IONSNESSERESdon while an assault
upon an incomplete breach WaSHSSESSSSE.  Some skirmishing
between Rawdon’s advance guar® ﬂ WS corps took place
near Saluda Old Town, in which some wese killed and severa]
wounded. A young lieutenant from Wimssmis by the name of
Wade was shot, and as he fell from his SSSle swith 2 genuine
trooper’s care for his steed, forgetting Bmmself exclaimed
to his comrades: “Don’t let my horse allSmethe hands
of the enemy.”” He was carried to the homse @ Samuel
Savage and fimally recovered. The Americans fell back
and the combetants had not long swept by when a young
dragocn officer with a white plume and the cockade of
the Whigs im his hat, and accompanied by an orderly,
rode up to Mr. Savage’s and learned from his step-daughter,
who had gest returned from the vicinity of Ninety-Six
that the slege waos raised and Greene in full retreat had
crossed Saluda at the Island ford, with Lee’slegion bringing up
tlie rear. The yvoung officer was William Butler, and this was
his first meeting with the lady whom he subsequently married.
Iie had been detached from the army of Ninety-Six upon some
separate semwice under General Henderson, from whom he
derived his first commission as captain in 1781. He at once
determine@ @0 join the retreating army, and being told that
two straggless from Rawdon's force were down in Savage’s
low grounds, #aking the plantation horses, he took them pris-
oners, mounted ome of them behind himself and the other
behind his ordesly, swam Saluda near what is now called Boaz-
man’s Ferry, and joined Lee about ten miles from the Island
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ford on the Newberry side. He had learned from the prisoners
that Rawdon had rushed forward a strong light corps, em-
bracing beth cavalry and infantry, in hot pursuit of the Amer-
icans When William Butler came up with Lee he informed
him of the passuit, and the informatien came pone too soon.
Tee had md hlS command and on his saddle-
die. H grompt direction

. one of his captams, Bl wour troops in

fight while we rum ] B was barely

_hm hnnself in close commm
winch was then halted at B
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assumed the command, giving his lieutenancy to John Corley,
and, the danger of the party requiring a resort to desperate
measures, placed him in rear with an order to cut down the
first man that gave way. It happened that Joseph Corley,
among others, was about to give way, which would have left
the small remnant of the Whigs o certain destruction. John
Corley, true to his instructioms, with drawn sword menaced
his brother with instant death mmless he returned to his post.
Joseph did return and behaved well afterwards.

Wardell had been killed, and Befome his breath left him he
begged his comrades not to et BSS Sedy fall into the hands of
the Tories. The wounded Watsim Iyving between the con-
tending parties, had made = Simllas @ppeal, specially to Wil-
liam Butler: ‘‘Billy, donot St ES=mmNSre me_ "’

The Whigs made one snms chammeamd carrying off their
comrades retreated, but S S SNIS poor Vardell under
a clay root and cover IR =N aIms. At some little
distance from the sceme of eonfliet ey ook refuge in a
wooden outhouse, beimg pmssued, but cisemmspectly, by the
Tories. Watson, sewescly wounded, amd the sudden ap-
prehension of d ath, s&ll maitained a military resolution.
A woman happe:zed to be ia the house in which they entered
whose infant, some three weeks old, was in a dwelling some
distance off. Watson insisted she should be detained; that
their weakened condition Tequired councealment and she might
betray them., They found, means, however, to get informa-
tion of their perilous situation to Orangeburg, and Captain,
subsequently Geuneral Rumph, hastened to their relief. Under
s escort Watson was carried upon a litter in a dying con-
@liom o Orangeburg where he expired and was buried. Wil-
S Butler superintended the military honors of his funeral.

Wl serving with Ryan the subject of our memoir was
emgaeedl in another expedition against the Tories in Orange-
burg BMSEmet.  They were in force near the Court House. A
number @ Tamies, finding their condition desperate, deserted
to the Wislgs, @md Ryan, distrusting them, placed them in front
with instractiems o his men to shoot them if they proved false.
In the fight which easued his chief was again disabled and
William Butler @Ssmmed the command. ‘The Tories were de-
feated.
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In 1782 Cunningham made a second incursion into the
Ninety-Six District. Perfectly familiar with the country in
his youth, possessed of great sagacity, fertility in military ex-
pedients and endowed with all the physical qualities so essen-
tial to the partizan, he was no meanaﬂmatsary to contend with.
A favorite manceuvre with him - 1 = his command
upon the march into small detachment
different routes near the point at wiseh
In this manner he had concentrated L
on Saluda. William Butler then was
of Rangers under the authority of &
a portion of his company marched to =
to ascertain the enemy’s position 1
proaching the residence of Joseph
tion of Little Saluda with Big Sals
brother, Thomas Butler, with 2
night. Thomas Butler was an
the voice of one of William
asked from without whexm
wife of Joseph Cunning
Caradine’s ford.
self rode up ta
on a horse eo
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wards appeared, Butles's person being at one time exposed in
advancing before the sw’a-s given, he was observed by the
Tories, but taken for their leader, for there was a striking per-

Corley’s furious assault,
the first fBmation to the T
were &t Band. Cunningham e
takem by surprise and attacke
only of safety. Having ne
partizan quickness seizing b g to his seat, while
Batler, singling him out, dasie Sirsmit.  Both men were
remarkably fine riders and tzas &5 preserved the names
of the horses they rode. ' ;
which had become celebra
while Butler rode a horse &2

emost in the charge, was
© their exasperated foes
tly at his post, but,

Perior numbers, thought
aidle his horse, but with

mounted on a mare
2@s ““Silver Heels,”’
As Butler carried

only 2 sabre and Cunmniz . had been ren-
dered useless by the maim for he snapped
them repeatedly over his & 25y as he fled,
life or death hung upes As long as
the chase was in the i Bis own, but

when he struck an openis . e supesior strides of
Cunningham’s thoreughibred eould tell, turning in his seat and
patting with trinmph and confldence the noble animal that bore
him, he tauntingly exclaimed, ‘I am safe,”” and dashing rap-
idly away from his adversary, he escaped by himself swim-
ming the Saluda near Lorick’s ferry. When William Butler
returned from the pursuit of Cunningham he found a portion
of his command assembled at the Tory camp under circum-
stances which gave him great concern. Turner, one of his
prisoners, had been deliberately shot through the heil after he
Bad surrendered. When Butler sternly rebuked the act Sey-
s, who had done the deed, justified himself by reciting an
sisace the unfortunate Tory had inflicted upon his mother.
et of the corps was in Seysin’s favor and no court
martialWwesleld upon him. There was certainly strong pal-
liating circms in the case. The Tory had stripped Mrs,
Seysin to the waist and tying her had severely whipped her to
force her to disellose where a party of Whigs, among whom was
her son, were.

A pursuit of Cunningham’s men was ordered for the pur-
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pose of capturing or dispersing them, and some were overtaken
while crossing the river. Butler, finding his men disposed to
fire upon them, ordered De Loach, who was raising his rifle,
to desist. Sherwood Corley was then in the river, had snapped
his pistol at the retreating party, mot heeding the order, he
deliberately primed it afresh while in the water and killed a
Tory named Davis while he wasa i dgefield bank.
The result of this action was the
famous band. He, himself, reti
being prevented from returning
war by a proscriptive proclamation ¢
awarded something like an ovation
gallant partizan of the Revolutio
on account of his health. Cunni
hospitality, called upon him with
Whether Goudy accepted the inw
but Cunningham told him that o
up with an escort at his back o a 8
which Goudy and others were =i
ascertaining if William Bu
you not fire upon us?’’ ask
kill you,” said Cunninghs
there you would have had
From this time until =
ler continued at the he
General Pickens, a
had, however
His compan;

officer of
jected him, =
him to come, s
of June, 1784

Miss Behethlomd . Williag fistler had
thus selected as the
and in many respec

le traits of chamactes. She al-
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ways exercised great inflnence with her husband and he relied
mnch upon bes jmdgment and advice. He seemed to have in-
Spired her wath 2 deep feeling, almost amounting to a fascina-
tiom; of itself 2 high tribute to his memory.

In 1794 William Butler was elected by the Legislature of
South Carolina Sheriff of Ninety-Six District. He discharged
few of &he ministerial duoties, Bomwewer, leaving them to his
bepthess, Thomas and Stanmore, who were his deputies; but
Be always conducted the militery escort of the Judge coming
into the District and presided as High Sheriff during the sit-
ting of the Court.

The sheriff of that day was @meeesr of distinction and was
generally detailed upon offices@f Bemar. William Butler, as
Sheriff of Ninety-Six, recciwed {Gemeral Washington when
upon the Southern tour, frems e amthasities of Georgia, and
conducted him by the Pime Eomsein the Ridse which was near
the termination of his fermiesial jusisdiciion At the Ridge,
General Hampton, them Shesilf of what was called Camden
District, received and condneted him by Cranby, through Cam-
den and thence to Chasletie, North Cazolina, where the
authorities of that State receiwed the illustrious patriot. (There
is certainly an error here. Washington passed through the
Bistrict in 1791).

In 1796 General Pickens resigned the office of Major-
General of the upper division of Seouth Carolina militia and
hrough his recommendation William Butler was elected by the
Stmte Legislature to fill the vacancy. In 1800 General Butler
Became a candidate for Congress against Robert Goodloe Har-
BEx, the incumbent from the Ninety-Six District. Mr. Harper
B8 Been elected as a Republican, but from conscientious
Bives joined the Federalists and supported what was pecu-
Besly mmpopular at the South—Jay’s Treaty. ‘This raised
OPPESItm S0 him at home and General Butler was selected as
the oppesiiom candidate, his old commander, John Ryan, mov-
ing the - He succeeded in the election and took
his seat T EEa—

When the sesslstion, charging General Wilkinson with com-
plicity with Buss, 38 his attributed treason, was moved and
adopted in the Homse of Representatives, the occasion gave rise
to great sensation. A discussion took place upon the floor as
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20 the chairman of the Committee of Investigation. A ballot
was called for by Wilkinson's friends, the motion was overlaid
and the duty of making the appointment devolved upon the
Speaker. He appointed General Butler. Wilkinson made some
officosive remarks. Something of this kind, that he was not
only to be tried by a militia geness that he was con-
demped before he was tried. Ths ed to General
Builer he resigned his position o e ee. Roger
Bacon being appointed to succeed g
nications were made between him and
however, fully reconciled.
In 1813 General Butler resigned B
tinctly in preference to Mr. Calhoun
meet Mr. Randolph in debate, I canm
Randolph was very high, and no
opinion as to the war of 1812, £h
iriendly relations. Butler em
his house by invitation in
In 1814 General Batles

de-

] forces at
2in Charles-
f Jackson sent
merals, but he
duty. General
smee of Charleston.
P fight them in the
ssponse to him, when
pected to consult the
g should meet thém in
gpon one of the islands
ms to the fleet off the coast,
oé 3 sz il Captain Dent of the navy
e meension was repelled. Ths
enemy of any of

ad fallen to the lot of his
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Charleston in 1787 to comsies the Federal Con-

stitution, and with Ge E W ==, whose names

are to be found on the
sequently a member of A framed our pres-
ent State Constitution. previous to 1868).
General Butler’s t mas, who was regarded
= man of military ta who was Sheriff of Edge-
Beld, and for many yeass d that district in the State
Teoi £aptain in the United States
epected with France, and
a he died; and James,
already described. He
first married Elisha
ztion; the latter mar-
enant in the Revo-

it. He was sub-

50y durmg the tune a
was Clerk of the Court of
WEo was killed in the Rew

bring the war of 1812 sumui as major in the
'Wi]ham was a physician and was a surgeon in
S Ozleans. He also served ome term as Rep-
: Frank Butler was a2 lawyer. Pierce
in the regular army: was President of
‘was Governor of South Carolina, and
Cherubusco at the head of the Palmetto
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the Bank of
fell at the batt
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FEmmala, the only daughter, was married to General Waddy
Thompson, who was a lawyer, a member of Congress and Min-
ister to Mexico. Leontine died young.

Andrew Pickens Butler, the sole survivor, has been a lawyer,
a Judge, and is now the senior United States Senator from
South Carolina. (Judge A. P. Butler SMiay 25, 1857, A
biographical notice of him is given & hi

General Butler was a handsome man
good shot with a rifle, and excellent im
manship. His fondness for horses amos
he would have none but the finest bl
considered it a defect in his sots nof &
the habit of making them break his colé
sion when a ‘‘Dare Devil”’ filly was =
the boys, Pickens and Pierce, were
should do it. Mrs. Butler could stz
posed, telling her husband that ¢
as his, and if the horses were to b
it. He yielded, carelessly remas
to get thrown, the ground was

At one time he was engs
horses generally with suec
was made upon him for
Under the demand, E
Will. He won the
he told his 3
pledge, ®
another
sions
mosk of
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