Some of the Prominent Citizens in the First
Half of the Nineteenth Century.

About the year 1830, Chevalier de Riva Finola, an Italian

nobleman, was sent here as the president of a miningicom-

pany. He was an expert as a mining engineer, but we are
at a loss to know how long his stay was protracted, or What
success he had. Probably not a dozen men in the county
have ever heard his rame. While here he lived in the
house that was afterwards occupied by Joseph Wilson, the
great lawyer and solicitor, and for many years by W, J.
Yates, the well-known editor of The Charlotte Dewiocrat.
Recently the house has been moved back on West Morehead

street. = Seventy years ago an Italian of royal blood lived -

in Charlotte, and employed a mulatto barber by tﬁ name
of Paulidon Brickett, to shave and dress his half every

morning. So the plain people of Mecklenburg had a liye” #

prince among them, who moved about in European fashion.
Humphrey, Titus and Edward Bizzell moved to this
county probably somewhat later; but Edward Bizzell was
mayor of the town for a short time just after thé war. They
were natives of New York. They came as mining experts,
and were very liberal in spending money for the company.
They got possession of several large tracts of land, but did
not have good titles. What is known as Bizzell’s Mill, was
one of their places. This mill was in operation before the
Revolutionary war, and is where Lord Cornwallis got his
grinding done during his short stay in Charlotte. They
have gone the way of the world without leaving any posterity
to perpetuate the name. In company with them came a
man named Penman. He was a native born Englishman,
stood well with the nobility, and was sent over here to take
charge of some gold mines that were supposed to be very
rich, and some of them sustained the character for half a
century that was given them; but probably more money was



