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mill was confiscated by Tom Polk and came into the posses-
sion of the Barringer family.
In religion, John Paul was Lutheran and deeply devo-
tional, though neither sectarian nor fanatic. He used daily
a large Luther Bible (date 1747) which is still owned by
the family. These German Lutherans, like the Presbyte-
rians, ever had church and school house side by side. He
_gave a large body of land to the church, was active in church
“building; presideht of the council and was made referee in
all church disputes. The “Yellow Meeting “House” was
built at his expense and the congregation voted him a raised
seat of honor, moving it to the new church of St. John’s
v~ when rebuilt. He is said to have lived well"after the man-
ner of his day, and “they say”’ he exchanged a barrel -of
kraut with the Italian miner, Rlvaﬁnolx, for a barrelwof 1m-
ported wine.
,  Gov. Tryon visited him during his tour in 1768, and was
highly gratified with his -entertainment. He died January
~ 1, 1807, and was buried at St. John’s church. His wife,
Catherine, lived till Octcober 29, 1847, aged 92.

GEN. PAUL BARRINGER.

The oldest son of ]ohn Paul Barringer and Catherine
Blackwelder was born in 1778, on Dutch Buffalo, then in
Mecklenburg, now Cabarrus. He was both merchant and
farmer.

His father had never mastered the English language, but
he gave his children the best advantages of the times and
directed his executor to have his minor children educated in
the Protestant faith. Realizing the disadvantages he had
labored under he sent his sons to Chapel Hill, and . his

daughters to the best schools. Besides his own childrenv,
hy helped many other young men to get a start in life.

His wife was Elizabeth Brandom, daughter of Matthew
Brandon and Jean Armstrong, of Rowan. Her family
were the Lockes, Brandons and Armstrongs. The records
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show that many patriotic soldiers were furnished by them
during the Revolution. They were married- February 271,
1805. Their children were Daniel Moreau Barringer, mem-
ber of Congress, minister to Spain, aid to Gov. Clark dur--
ing the Civil War; Paul Barringer, of Mississippi; Rev.
William Barringer, of Greensboro; Gen. Rufus Barringer,
of Charlotte; Maj. Victor C. Barringer, First North Caro-
lina Cavalry, and Judge of International Court of Appeals
inEgyptrirom 1874 to 1894 ; Margaret married John Boyd,
then Andrew Grier; Mary married Chérles Harris, M. D.;
Elizabeth, Edwin Harris, and Catherine, William G. Means.
Like his father, Paul Barringer was a devoted patriot.
He was an old line Whig and bitterly opposed to nullifica-
tion at its first imception, as shown in circulars published "in
a political contest with Charles Fisher in 1832, and in news-
paper records of public metings of the day. He was often
prominent as president of the day on the 4th of July and
- 2oth of May anniversaries. He was a firm believer in the
authenticity of the Mecklenburg Declaration and seems to
have brought up his sons in the same faith. ‘The Western
Carolinian of May 24, 1839, mentions the orator of the day,
D. M. Barringer, and Wm. Barringer was on the Commit-
tee of Invitation. Rufus Barringer’s journal for May,
1844, refers to a “grand celebration” at which he was pres-
ent in Charlotte. Cabarrus was, in 1775, a part of Meck-
lenburg, and many of the “signers” were from that sec-
tion of the county. August 22, 1842, we find that Gen.
Paul Barringer presides at a meeting to present to the As-
sembly a memorial for the incorporation of the Mecklen-
burg Memorial Association.

=" During the War of 1812, December 23, Paul Barringer

was commissioned by Gov. Hawkins Brigadier-General of

the Eleventh Regiment, North Carolina Troops. He was

a member of the House for Cabarrus for ten consecutive
terms (1806 to 1815), and of the State Senate in 1822;

In religion he and his wife were devoted members of the

\
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Lutheran Church and both lie buried in that church yard at
Concord. '

RUFUS BARRINGER.

Rufus Barringer, fourth son of Paul Barringer and Eliz-
abeth Brandon, was born at Poplar Grove, Cabarrus county,
December 2, 5821. ‘

He was prepared for college by R. I. McDowell at Sugar
Creek Academy and graduated at Chapel"Hifl in 1842. He
read law with his brother, D. M. Barringer, and then under
Judge Pearson, practicing in Cabarrus and neighboring
counties. He, like his father, was Whig in politics. He
was a member of the House of Commons in 1848, and of
the State Senate in 1849, and was a Bell and Everett elec-
tor in 1860. Like his father, he was strongly opposed to
secession and predicted that it- would result in long and
bloody war. Seeing that war was inevitable, he warned the
Legislature to arm the State and prepare for the support of
troops, himself volunteering for the war and meaning it.

His great-grandfather, Caleb Blackwelder, gave six sons
to his country during the Revolution. His grand-father,
John Paul Barringer, suffered from the Tories; his uscle,
John Barringer, was captain of a company ; his father volun-
teered for the war of 1812, and his maternal ancestors were
active in defence of the country. Nothing less could be
expected of Rufus Barringer than that at the fall of Sum-
ter, he should respond to the call of his country and volun-
teer for her defence. He enlisted for the war in the Cabar-
rlisjiangers April 19, 1861, and was chosen captain of the
company, which became Company F; First North Carolina
Cavalry, Ninth State Troops. His commission bears date
of May 16, 1861. Under fine drilling and through the ex-
cellent discipline of Robert Ransom, its first Colonel, this
regiment became the best in the Confederate service. Un-
der Hampton and Fitzhugh Lee, its history was glorious in

every campaign.



