Governor Nathaniel Alexandér.

_Of all the eminent men raised or lived in Mecklenburg
county, but two were ever elevated to the executive chair.
Z. B. Vance, the pet of the State, when the man with the
jron heel had the State by the throat in 1876, was elected
Governor. At this juncture the State was drawn from thew =
clutches of those who were thriving upon her downfall and
humiliation. , “ ‘

_ Gov. Nathanie! Alexander was a native of Mecklenburg.
He was a physician by profession, but there is n® evidence
that he ever practiced. He appears to have been politically
inclined, for he was elected a member of the House of Com-
mons in 1797; a member of the Senate in 1801, and re-
elected in 1802. In 1803 to 1805 he was a member of Con- .~
gress, and he was in 1805 elected Governor of the Stlte. ~
He served but one term, and there is no evidence that he
ever courted popular favor after -this. He married a
daughter of Col. Thomas Polk, of more than ordinary fame
in Mecklenburg county. He left no children—neither son
or daughter—to inherit his name, or to keep his fame. fresh
as it passes down the stream of time. He was a man of
‘much personal worth and respectable talents. He died and
-was buried in the old cemetery in Charlotte. '

Gov. Nathaniel Alexander was one of five sons of the
famous Moses Alexander. Gov. Alexander had a brother,
William Alexander, who married Elizabeth Henderson.

From such a parentage, we are not surprised that Gov.

Alexander should have been the peoples’ choice for Chief
Magistrate, as Gov.. Vance was in 1876, when the people
did not know which way to turn to preserve our liberty, or
escape a doom that was worse than Poland at its last over-
throw in 1790.  “Man’s inhumanity to man has caused
countless thousands to mourn.”



