JACKSOH . COUNTY

HISTORY OF SAINESBORO

The following record, which is a hiatory of Gainesboro and Jaoksan
County, was copied from 0ld manusoript and gathered from friends.

Copisd by Mra. Maude MoGlasson, Gainesboro, Tonnessee - 1936.

W have thought a brief history of our County and Town would not be
uninteresting to our readers, hence we propose to give it from the best
data at our command: .

Jackson County was eatablished by n Act of the Lagislature passed
November 6th. 1801, in which it was provided that the first court should
be held at the house of JOHN BOWEN, on Roaring Rjver. This may be said
to have been,the first County Site of Jackson County, the same be in, Ltu-
ated on the land afterwards owned by MOUNCE GORE, near CRAWFORD'S ?

A town, to be named SMITHFIELD was to have been laid off, but was never
dome .

WILLIAMSBURG, where Leslie Butlsr now resides, the land now qwned by
0. G, FOX, was established the County Site by an Act of Assembly, passed
September 1lth, 1806. On the 14th. day of November 1815 an Aot Wwas passed
to run out Jackson County, astertain the center and remove the ssat there.
The Act provided that after the center of the County had been ascertained
by a survey, an election should be held batween the nearest eligible site
to the center and the then County §ite. Those voting for the "0ld" should
vote WILLIAMSBURG and #he onas voting for a change should vote, "New Court
Houpe," The election was fixed for the firet Thursday and Friday in Aug-
ust 1816. The new town, is esteblished, was to be called "Gainesboro",
(then spelled Gainesbarough) in honor of Gen. Edmond Pendletom Gaines ¢f
Fort Erdie membry. From some cause the ‘provisions of this Act were not
oqmplisd with, 8o, on the 6th. day of October 1817 another Act was passed
for thé same purpose, under which an eleoction was held on the First Thurs-
day and Friday in August 1818, which settled the questjon and removed the
Seat of Justice from WILLIAMSBURG to GAINESBOROUGH. “This Aot of Legisla-
ture appointed as commissimers to lay off the towny FHILLIP MULKEY,
THOMAS BUTLER, WILLIAM SCANLAND, JAMES TERRY, JOSEPH HAWKINS, JAMES VANCE,
ALEXANDER KEITH, Esq., JAMES W. SMITH and WILLIAM RASi, Under the author-
ity given by law, said Comissioners advertispd the sale of lots in the
KNOXVILIE REGISTER and [CARTHAGE GAZETTE, and sold the same to the highest
bidder, and from the proceeds of the sale built a Court House and Jail.

On October 1, 1819 an Aot was passed, farmally removing the County
Site from WILLTAMSBURG to GAINESBOROUGH and direoting the Justioes of the

: County at the November session following to adjourn all-the Courts to said
New Town, thus the Courts were opened in GAINESBOROUGH in a private house
provided by the Commissioners in January 1820.. A little more than 106
yeurs ago, wheén ostadlished the name was spelled "Gainesborough”, now the
"ugh" 1is left off, though theyPost Office department kept it up for mahy

' years, when it too, left the Figh" off.

The Town was laid off on f acres of land, given to the County by
David Cox, great' grandfather of AleX. M. Cox, who resides in this County.

Pioturesquely situated smong the hills, washed by Dos Run (Doe Creek)
and its tributaries,"with a fine "Spring”, on what is now Tan Yard Branch.
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OGainesboro was considered fortunately located, being before the age
of steam and telephone, the advantiges of being nearer to the river than
a mile and a quarter,.ms not.reglishd. ... . . . ¢

The streets were made to vary twelve degrees {rom the oardinal points
of the compass, the better to suit the location of the tomm. The Court
House was e, square brick structure with a.diagonal roof mid with a weather
vane, a fish on top, for same. It was situated where the presgqut Court’
House now stands, and served the purposs for which it was ereoted until®the
night of August 14th, 1872, when it was burned by an incepdiary, as was
always supposed. It fell) a prey to the ravages of war about 64 years 8gog

Gainesboro was incorporated by en Act of thé legislature July 7,
1820, and so continued until the pessage of the four mile law, though the
corporate government was not kept up as we ar® informed, more than a fourth
of the time. ‘Francis MoConnell, Robert Jennings, Swanoy Burris; “John Mat-
thews, George Cox, Alfred Murray, Andrew Thitley, Alexander Nontgomery and
Samuel G. Smith, were named the first board of Aldermen and we are tradit-
inally informed they chose Sarmmuel G. Smith ds the first Mayor, '

The first man hung in JackaoghCounty was & negro servant of said
Smith's, who made an attempt upon his (Smith's) life, for which he was con-
demmed and executed. He was hung about 96 years ago (up to this date, 1936
something like 125 years ago). His nams was Dave » The next and last
men hung in this County up to this writing (1936) was & negro'man by the ™
name of Lafayette Rickey, who was hung on the 9th. day of May 1894, for the
murder of William Stephens, a white man whose body wagy found oA Sheely's
Knob, about two miles from Gainesboro on the morning of December 3, 1892.

Hin. Nathaniel T, Williams was the first Judge to hold Court in Gein-
esboro. He filled the position for years snd was succeeded by Hom. Abram
Caruthers, who graced the bench for a longsperiod.

W have been provided with a partial list of early settlers of our
county and town. ﬁaoph and Elizebeth Eaton, widely and favorably kmown
to the traveling publio, settled where Gillem Nexwell now lives (E. 0.
Smith's residence now) and kept a public house. They subsequently owned
and kept for many years the "Eaton Tavern", which wms afterwards owned by
their daughter, Mr#. America Harris, and stood on the lot whére Dixon &
stafford's law offige now stands and is owned by John H. Dennis, now owned
by B. L. Quarles, 8F% (and ocoupied by Mrs.-Lirzié Hampton). Col. J. W.
smith built $he first house that was erected where the "Gipsom 0ld Hotel"
now stands, anfi where Henry R. Anderson now 1ives (this lot is owned and
occoupied by the fainesboro Telephane Co.). He vecupied it as an office,
being Clerk of* the Court, and it was sald that Courts were held there until
the Court House was finished, Col. William Lock built the house now ocou-
pied by Thomas J. Williems and family. His wife, Mrs. M. A, C. williams,
being a grenddaughter of Col. Look. (this is the lot on which Dudney &
Sutton Co. _______, to date this is owned and ocoupied by Ben Baugh Co.)
John MoCarwer, grandfather of John L. McCarver, Esq. who resides in the
County, built & house ‘on the lot where Bowen A. Butler now resides (now
owned ,and ocoupied by L. C. strode). It was kept by him and afterwards
by Mre, Gailbreath, mother of the late Honi Thomas J. Gailbreath, as a
hotel. Said house was subsequently the residenc# of Col. Thomas L. Branl-’
ford and his son-in-law, Russel M. Kinnard.

- Major Alexander Nontgomery built a house end reesided on the lot where
W. W. Draper's law office now stands (this lot now owned and ocoupied by
G. B. Settle's widow), Robert Jennings, cne of the incorporators of the
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tom, and a leading citizen, settled and built on the lot where James T.
Andersan now resides (R. A, Montgomery now omns and ocoupies this property).
The firm of Settle, Whitley & Smith, composed of leroy Settle,

Andrew Whitley, and James W, Smith, was the first firm of merchants doing
business in _Gninelburo. They erected a building on the corner where the
hotel now stands. The house was built by them about 107 years ago, but
was destroyed by fire on the night of January 27th. 1887. James G. Smith,
father of the late Hugh M. Smith, of the fifth district of this County,
who died on the 24th. day of June 1897, was clerk of this firm.

An allusion to a litérary oelsbrity, whose father and mother lived
at Gainesboro for a short time, Mr. John M, Clemens, father of Samuel L.
Clemens, the famous comic writer, better knomn in the literary world as
"Mark Twain", onoe resided in a house that sfood an the vacant lot on the
southwest corner of the publis square. A tradition had it that Mark was
born in said house, where Hon. George H. Jlorgan, who omoe 1i: in Gaines-
boro,* (afterwards moving to Cookeville, where he died severa ars ago),
addressed a note of inquiry to Mr. Clemons, and received th 11

" ¢'facetious reply: "according to the best information I can gd¥, ‘T suppose
I first saw.the light of day at Fayetteville, Mo. It was before my rec-
ollections. 1 might as well have been born in Fentress County, ‘or Gaiues-
boro, Tennessee, my parents having resided there m short &ime before I be-
came an came an American Cikizen. I had no choice in thé matter, however,
and Jmow nothing about it, exoept from family traditions". So Mark was
not born here, but his parents onde lived here.

John Clemens, «{father of*Samuel L, Glemens, alies Mark Twain, with
a notice, of whom we began.this sketch) kept the first open Hotel in
Gainesboro. 1 stoed-fiar the Jail, on the north side’ of lots that Dixon
& Stafford's law office stands on, and where Eaton's feed stable once
stood, (this is where the blacksmith shop that is operated by Stonewall
Robbins stands, to date this is omed by James W. Draper. The Building is
used by R. W. Hawkins for storing dway lumber ). The Tayern, as public
houses were then called, was built of logs, as were most of the houses
erected in Gainesboro on its firet settlement. The situation of the town
when looated was in an unbroken forest.

Joseph Eaton, alluded to in a former sketch, was the first men to be
married in' Gainesbaro. His bride was Elizabbth Dudney, daughter of Abraham
Dudney, & soldier of the mMdiar Wers and of 1812. She was an sunt of John
B. Dudney, who resides in Free State. This marriege took place sarly in
1820, Their first child was born OstGher 16, 1821, 'in a cabin situated an
the lot now ocoupied by Mrs, L. Washburn*s residence, and this was the
first child born 4in Gainesbaro, dn the person of Mrs, America Harris. She
was the mother of the late Esq. N. B. Young, who died very suddenly.on the
morning of December 12th. 1916 while on his way to Oranville with the Band
from this placg. They walked up the Bell hill and he died just as they
reached and re-entered the oanveyance. Judge M. B. Young, who died very
suddenly Jenuary 8, 1898, was taken while attending to a lawsuit in the
Court House, and died five 'and one half hours later at the home of his sam,
Hareos G, Young in Gafgsboro. She, Mrs. Harris, lived to a good old age
ard died at the home Of er son, K. B. Young in Gainesboro, on the 19th.
day of Jenuary 1895 at One%Q'olock - ten minutes ~ A. M, at the age of Sev-
onty three years, two monthe snd twenty - eight days. Her first husband,
Nerlin Young, wss & very popular man, being several times elected sheriff

¢ and Cirouit Court Clerk of Jackson County. He died November -- 1871 very
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suddenly, in this county, qn ‘Salt Lick Creek, He was teaching sphool at
the time of his death. '

William Gipsow, father bf the late John M. Gipsan, resided at an
early day on the lot where G. B. Murray's law offige now stands (this is
the lot now omned and ocoupied by Joel Poston, a Werld War soldier). Our
old"firiend, the late Bdward M. Cason, father of Lewis Cascn of Roubte # 2,
married there, his first wife having been Louisa Gipson. This urred
in 1882, He died at his hame on the Cumberland River in this :xty, Jan-
uary the lst. 1896 at 6 Otolock A, M. He was 90 years old, lacking two
days at the date of his death. 7

Robert White lived, and kept & Tavern on a portion of the lot now
omned and ocoupied by W. W. Draper, father of Gerland G. Draper of Memphis.
This lot is now owned and oocupied by G. B. Settle's widow and family.

Martin B. Ray was the first shoemaker of the town.. His résidemce
and shop were on the lot mow omed and occupied by Byrd L: Quarles, Sr.
(This lot to datg is owned and oooupied by Misses Carrie and Nell Gore).

Samuel Gillem, father of the late General A. C. Gillem snd Luke P,
Gillem, settled where Frankiadler now resides. This lot now pwned and
ocoupied by Mrs. Amsrioa Geilbreath (to date Mrs. Addis Gore Settle owmed
and oooupied this lot). Aifterwards on the lot now ocoupied by James A.
Williams, Sr. This lot 1s still owned and ocoupied by his widow, ¥rs.
Kibby Kirkpatrick Williams, and since the ‘death of Mrs. Williame herdausr
ghter now owns and resides there, at whiol place Gen. Gillem was born,

He will be remembered as having commanded the forces (Uniamn) that killed
General Johs# H, Morgan near the close of the war between the States, at
Greenville, East Tennessee.

william A, Gailbreath, grandfather of the late W. M. and Thomas
Gailbreath, held the offise of Circuwit Court Clerk acceptably for many
yoars. He wps & Christian Premcher.

John S. Turner was County Court Clerk for a number of years, resid-
ing in a house near Esquire N. B, Young's present residence (this is where
his widow, Mrs. Sadie Welch Young, lives). Afterwards, where Dr. Z. M.
Young now resides. This is the lot now owned and oocupied by B. C. Butler.
(To date it owied and ocoupied by Mrs. Zula Chapman, Nee Zula Harris,
Whitaker ) n

Joel Ebﬁle, grandfather of M. Y., T. G., and G. B. Settle, resides
in what was kmown as the "High House", a good hewed log building which
stood ndar where the free schoolhouse stood, This is the lot on whish is
located the residence of Burris Smith, ocoupied by Walter Brooks, a son-
in-lay, (since then the residence was destroyed by fire and the lot was
sold to the Baptist Church, and they have erected & building, and have
orgenised a Baptist Church).

Sempson W. Cassetty moved to Gainesboro in 1831, resided in the last
mentioned house for a time, then moving to a house near Montpelier Academy,
that stood on the 1ot where Bailey C. Butler is having a new residence
ereoted. S. L. Pate now owns and oocoupies this house, his son, I. B. Pate,
bought the lot:and erected a residence where Moptpelier Academy stood.
This is ocoupied by T. L. Gist (to date 1; ocoupied by B, L, Pruett, sr.)
Mr. Cassetty was Clerk of the County Cour continuously for 12 years. He
has been dead many years. fHis wife, Nanoy Caspotty, lived many years after
the death of her husband, end at the home of her son-in-law, Captain M, L.
Gore, where Gillem Maxwell now lives. (this Iot on which is located the
regidence of E. O. Smith). At the present time, 1936, thia lot and house
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. (
{s owned ‘and ogoupied by Luke K, Dennis. Nanoy Cassetty was born ¥ay 21,
1804 at Burksville, Ky. and was married to Sampson W. Cassetty in 1831,
and moved to Gainesboro immediately thereafter, at which place she made
her home until her death March 7, 1895 ot the age of ninety years, nine
months and fourteen days. GShe joined the Church under the teaching of
Father Pendergrass.

Amos_ Chepman lived here for a long time, also Nat and Jesse Jacksonm,
each of the former kept hotel, while Jesse sold goods. N&t married two
of the Chapman daughters guccessively. Chapman wes 8 great fiddler, and
taught dancing. He afterwards moved to the farm now owned by James A.
#illiams's daughter, Mrs. Fillmore Roddy .

The streets of Gainesboro were macadamized in 1849, by Jackson Porry
Rocock, who afterwards procured x the Legislature to change
his name, and was thereafter imown as Jackson Porry. - e w we e
where the large drain, which runs from near the Jail through the central
part of the towm, is located, wa§ once e deep gully, and this gully
£i1led in 1849, and the drain built by Andy and Jim Foston, same ye! A

Cholera appesred in Gainesboro in July 1850, and soon becams op-
idemic. It is uncertain what caused the cholera to/break out here. Some
thought it was ocaused by the manmer in which the drain filled in, and
others thought it was brought here by a prisoner, name unknowt, who was
brought here from Nashville and placed in Jailp then kept by willdam Gipsan,
who has been mentiomed in a farmer chapter. The priscner mentioned was at-
tacked by the Cholera and was relessed frof the Jail while siok. Hd re-
céyered. While in Jail he was waited jeri by Dave Gipson, & megro slave of
#illiam Gipson's. Dave was found 846k in & corfifield on the &bove 5
whers Mrs. Sadie Young#how lives, and was brought to town, where he died.

The next victim of. the Chdlers Disease was William Hare, a brother
of Mrs. David A, Rawley. FHe died soon after being attacked. This man yms
an uncle -of Mrs, H. G. Young.

Mras. Nep Nontgomery, wife of Dr. Nathan Mohtgomery , soon
eftorwards other victims of the ¢ olera were; Salee and his wife, Mary Ann
Salee (nee Cowan), Sallie Cowan, nge Cowan, Robert Cowan - most of whom
died at this place where Frank Kelly mow resides, (this was the house lo-
cated on the lot mow occupied by Quarles snd Reeves 00.)-(to date Roger
Quarles Co,) and the Bank of Gainesbaro, (te.date Jedkson County Bank)s
J. Kenner, a negro slave of Dr. W. R. Kenner and Harriet Kinnard, a negro
slays of Russell M. Kinnard - the last victim was Josie Young, a daughter
of the late Merlin Young by his pirgt wife, who was & daughter of Bob
Jhite. Josie Young was a sister of the .late Esq. N. B. Young, TFhen the
Cholera bnoke out she left tom end went to the heme of her grandfather,
Robert White, who lived on the North side of Cumberland River, where Dr.
Ragland now resides. (this farm is xow owned by D. B. Johnson) - (to date
J. M. Miack" Dreper is the owner of said farm). She died at the hame of
her gnndr-thar. Besides.these above named, several others were attacked
by the cholers; bub recovered. Soon after the cholers appeared the town
was almost degerded by its inhabitants, anly a Yery fow remaining to take
care of the towm. Among thody who ained were Mrs. Elizabeth Eaten and
the late T. G. Settls. So Par Jnown, all who remsined in the towm to
face death in one of its most fe 1 forms are now dead.

The keys to all the stores in the town were turned over to Mr. Settle
and Mr..Baton. The peopls remained away from town until efter frost and
when they returned found the strests grown up in weeds.

-
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The story connected with the namigy of Doe Run,.or Dos Creek, is as
follows: Three white men, pionsers, were said to be making their way
through this country whan it was inhabited by Indians, ZIhey are supposed
to have orossed Rosring River at what is mow the Burris Far;i, traveled up
the hollow from what is now the Williams place, crossed the low gap to
what is knom a8 %he "Beck Branch®, where Dr. 5. B, Fowler now lives (to
date Dr. H. L. Baugh omas and where he lives with his son, B. P. Baugh).
Thence down the forks of the creek near where Dr. 3. Minor now lives,
(this is the property and residence of G, lee McGlasson). At this point
one of the party killed & "large doe", and from that the creek was, named.
+ is said that the indisns killed oke of the thres piongsrs at this
point. 3

GAINESBORO

th. 1886. (not
forgan, and is

A sketoh Prom the "Upper Cumberldnd" of Jepember
signed, but we are surs it is the work @ Judge Jeorge
written by him, in his style).

Among the first merchants of our town, the firm‘of Kinnard & Brans-
ford occupied & house that stood on a vacant lot,betwsen the storehouse s
of James ¥, Kelly and Washburn & Cason, & portion of which is mow used by
T, J. Williams as & barBer shop. Col, Thomas L. Bransford, the senior
member of the firm, was & Kentuckian by birth. It is said that he took
his start carrying the mail on horseback from ¥gntecello to Jamest .
He was & man of ordinary being, being recognizéd as one of the laarmg
Mhigs" of the State, the' he did not devgte much time %to Politiocs, He
was & ine "Stump" speaker. Governar dames C. Jones said he was the best
posted man on. the Tariff, Banking and Financial matters generally that he
ever sew. Hig last residence in Gainesboro was an the lot now ocoupied
by George H. Morgan. R, M. Rinnard, the Junipr member of the firm, married
Col, Eransford's daughtérs: de is st111 living, being @ member of the firm
of Settle & Kinnard of: wille, and ‘is now very old. He was always re-
copnized as & man of fine business qualifications and aterling integrity.

Maj. John S. Bransford, ome of Yashville's most successful buainess
men, ‘is a son of Col. Bransford, and was born in Geinesboro, as was alao
Walter L. Bransford, the emergetic drurmer of a leading Nashville.firm.

Samuel E. atone, one of the most successful business men that ever
lived here, came f{rom Virginia at an early period, as a young man, and
went into the mercantile business with Josl W. Settle in the old house
immediately above where.the house of W.”A. Crawford 4 Co. is situated.
This house was destroyed by fire Jan. 27, 1887). The firm name was Sam
E, Stone & Co. Joel W. Settle, the junior member: of the firm, 1iwved here
up to the olose of the war betwoen the States when he removed to Hashville,
where he is still doing business, as & member of the firm of Settle &
Kinnard. Mr. Stone married the sister of his pertner, Miss Nanoy F.
Settle. He was born on June 7, 1809, and died on sunﬁly morning, May 28,
1864, His widowhaving since becoms the wife of Maj. D. W. Hawes. She
1ied Ndv. 30, 1886, and Daniel W. Hawes died Sept. 28, 1889, aged 80 years.
¥rs. Lucinda Bransford, wife of Col. Bransford, was also a sister of J. We
Settle. .
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The late Dr. William R. Xenner became a citizen of Gainesboro a short
time after its locetion, He resided at the place now owned and oocupied
by G. B. Murray, He was the uncle of Hon. John H, Sevage, the distinguished
soldier, politician of the mountains. Or. Kenner was a kineman of the
Shields Family of Smithville and also of Celina, His wife was another sis-
ter of Joe) W. Settle. She still survives, a venerable and sprightly old
lady. Mrs. Kemer survived her husband many years, residing with her son-
“in-law, W. W. MoCus, Esg. of this county, and died at his home, ur. MoCue
dled Oct. 11, }890. :

The late Watson M. Cooks, nestor of Putnam County, for wham the
County site was named,took start in Gainesboro as & merchant. He resided
aks the house owned now by 4, M., Morgan, who afterwards becames one of the
leading merchants of Nashvili¥', iis brother, Boliver H. Cooke, now the
successful clothing merchant and head of the firm of B. H. Cooke & Co.,
Hashville, also commenoced his caréer ag & business man in Galnesboro.

Wo also mention Captain A. J, McWhirter, a present isaionerof
Agrioulture of the State, and son-in-law of Col. Brnnut‘u@‘n\a another who
first learned business in Gainesboro. v

At.a later period §. J. Xeith, a native of our County, now President
of the Fourth National Bank of Nashville, commenced business in our town
by selling calico for Stame & Settle.

Passing fram for the present to the legal Fraternity, the
late Hon, James T. Qunr[u, the father of our merchank friend, John S.
Quarles of Quarles & Stafford, was perhaps the oldest and ons of the most
scholarly and thorough lawysts that made Gainesborg his home. He was thor-
oughly practical, made s-good Judge énd lived to a good old age, becoming
a pember of“the ohurch shortly befoare his death. FHe was always honored
for his striot integrity and high regard for truth. He came to Gainesboro
at an sarly date and resided in a house located in what is ngw known as

aptain ¥, L, Gore's field, (this field is now the property pf Fred C. and
iugxl}a Smith MoGlusson) just below town. His office 1s now oocupled by d
James Walker as a shoe repair shop. !

Han. B, B. Washburn came from Smith County at an oarly period, re-
siding where his widow still lives with her son-in-law, B. A, Butler. He
was noted for his energy, was a good lawyer, and gerved several times as
Special Judge, and spent his latter yeard a devoved member of the church.
His brothers, L. and R. H. ¥ashburn, are now among our most respeoted fol-
low citisens.

Ex. Gov. Preston H. Leslie &f Kentucky practiced law here with Col.
3. §. Stantom before the Civil War, residing two miles in the aocuntry on
what is now Mrs. M. A, Herod's farm.

HISTORICAL SKETCHES AND TRADITIONS OF JACKSON COUNTY

The last residence of Colonsel Thomas L. Bransford in Ga mesboro was
torn down when Gedwge H. Morgan built his residence at the same place in
the early part of™ teen Seventies. He bought the block, consisting of
four lots as well as £ of the blook just South of his residence blook,
where he had his barn and stable, the lot comprising the East half of the
latter blook. R. M. Kinnard has become the owner of the property, for he
made the deed to Judge Morgen, a warranty deed to the residencd block, but

i
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a quitolaim anly to the 1 scross the street, later Morgen & Smith
built their law office on the Northwest corner of the residenos lot, This
office is atill oocupled as u'law Office.

Gearge H. Morgan sold the residence, barn and stable to L. S. Ander-
son when he deoided to go to Cookeville, having previously sold to L. K.
Smith the North part of the blook, where the office is now looated, and
where the "Smith Residence”" was built. After L. 5. Andersan's dgoupanocy
of the Morgan residemce Dr. J, W. lived there for a tile and after
him, Hoam, James A. Willlams.

I am told by L. K. Smith, as he remembers, that Governor Robert L.
Taylor was entertained there in the hospitabie homs of Mr. Williams when
fio came to Gainesboro on one occasion. Think it was in his second race
for Governar. Mr. Williams was in, the Legislature from Jégkson County
while Taylor was Governor, one term, when he . left Tennessgs for Georgia in
1800. Hon. Bowen A. Butler lived at the Morgan residence’. He aad his
family wore nearqst neighbors to L. K., Smith.

The question of a water supply for Gainesbaro prosented a difficuls
problem to the people. T réer to 1870. There was cane publiciwell in the
town lmown as the Court ‘House well. It was located in the Southeast cor-
ner of the Court House Square. Nost of the town got water there except in
the surmer time, when the well went dry, or fwnished anly & limilPed supply.
Vost everybody Hauled water in barrels frdm the Suckeye Speing, the Hails
Spring, or the spring in the Gipson pastufe. There were men”who made it
their business to haul watsr for other .people, and others hauled far them- +§
selves. In‘the winter time and during a rainy season the Court House well
furnished a sufficient supply for all purposes. i think family washings
were sent out and dane largesly by pagro women, who carfied them to the
Gipson Pasture Spring, and elsewhere.

An amyging incident which might have been & tragedy ocourred at the
Court House well. Miss Tilda Patten came to the well to get water, ac-
companied by her small brother. Now, Jack was a rather misohievous young-
stér, and while Tilda was drawing the water, Jack same up and waved his
hat over the well and told her he.was going to throw it'in the well. She
trisd to gef him to.go awy, but he persisted, lost his balence and went
in, head £ ilda soreamed, the town was alarmed and the people rushed
to the resa WJaok Patten has fallen into the well, he is drowned, or
hay broken his neok". You know how excited orowds will talk. Fortunately
there wes not enough water in the well to drown him, and in, some miracu=
lous way He hit the bottom without seriocus injury, anly & few bruises and
lacergtions about the head and face. %
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JACKSON COUNTY HISTORY

May I tax the patience of our readers while I make one more refer-
ence to “the house of John Bowen, on Roaring River", as the place where
the first Court of Pleas and quarter gessions should be held.

In his, interesting and instrugtive letter, published in the Sentimel,
August . Mr. L, F, Myers says: Nat Brown and brother James Browm,
sons of John Brewn, made the statement that the first court held in Jackson
County, Tennessee was at their father's house, three and a half milea
South of Hilham in 1803, and next at the Hickey Place, owned at the time
by Benjamin Totten. Now, notegthe date 1803, when the first court was held
at the Erown Place. Remember, the Act creating the County was passed Nov.
6, 1801. Where were Courts held during the enterval of more than a year
between -that date agd the first of the Jear 1803. Powr Co were to be
_held each year, Decémber, March, June and Septamber. Dos
strate that the four courts at least, during 1802, were he
of John Bowen on Roaring River, as the Aot prevides? This does not de-
traoct from the interest in the John Browm place, where the Courts were
held in 1803.

The Commissioners were required by the Aot to propure 40 acres as
near the eenter of the County as practicable, and lay off' the towm of
Smithfield, I think Capt. Myers Mas helped to locate the flost town of
Smithfield, and the site should be appropiately marked as well as the
Bowen place, and the Hickey;”or Totten place. .

A. V. agd" W, H. Geodpasture say in their life of J. D. Goodpasturs,
page 16, that: ODeiliel.frown married a sister of Ben jamin -Totten, the
first of Overéon County. The Courts of the County (Overton) were organ-
jzed at ‘Totten's House ‘on Eagle Creek, and continued to be held there un-
til 4he General Assembly passed an Act that after theé firast ddy of June
1810 the Courts should be held at the town of Monroe,

Benjamin Totten was the father of James L. Totten, who practiced
law at Livingston until soms time in the Thirtdes, when he moved to Trenton,
was elected to the Legislature in 1835, and sdon afterwards moved to Miss-
issippl, where he became a Circuit Judge of+Senjamin C. Totten of Hunting-
ten, who was on the Cirowit bench from 1837 to 1846; and of Archibald W.

0. Totten, who began the practice of law at froy, ahd moved thence to
Jackson, and was on the Supreme bengh from 1850 to 1866, So Jackson County
can oleim these eminent Tottens as clitizens originally in her houndaries,
bors at. least Jackson Countians. F

There is onme other distinotiom that should, I think, be credited to
James L, Totten., What young men and maidens of fifty or sixty years ago
could fail to recall the song of "Roaring River"? There is not so
to the words, but there is a ewing and "1i1t" to the tune that is fascina-
ting to the devotees of terpsichore.

In the parly days at Gainesbaro in the 0ld fashioned dance they
would dehoce, or tip the "Light Fantastic" to the tune of Roaring River for
half of the night. is in exaggeration to say that this tune oooupied
the attention of the mubjoians and dancers for half of the night, for there
were many other tunes usedSbut "Roaring River" was the favorite. In fact,
this tune, with its variations and mutations unlike any other tune I know,

shas no terminal facilities. Like Tennysan's Book, it goes on forever.

Judge E. L. Gardenhire told me that the author of "Roaring River"

Y : )
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went from our country to Missigsippi and there bsoams & Circuit Judge. I
have endeavored to recall the name, but could not read the reference to
James L. Totten. I am row of the opinion that e is the man. ---- Two
verses of the song refer to local streams that serve to identify it with
the County, as originally created, while the third is of modern originm,
and heretit As; *
b 2
ROARING RIVER
Hopper's Creek and Roaring Riyer,
My wife 's dead and I'm a Widower. -

Chorus -

1'11 rack back to Roaring R
1'1) rack back to Roaring R
1'11 rack back to Roaring
1111 rack bdok®o Roaring

Hopper's Creek and. Falling Water,
Some old man will loose his Daughter.

cHorus - .

1'1]1 rack back to Roaring River:.
Adlibitum.

Aaron's Branch and Talfy's Hollow,
# 1 will' lend and she will follow.

Chorus -

If you think there is no music in Roaring River heard
John W. Meadowsj Decumseh G, Settle, or Samuel H,!York in their palmy days,
éne or all S on their old fashioned fiddles. The tune should be
preserved , and ‘I'fiominate )rs. Clara Cox Eppersch’ to'put it on paper for
posterity, and send it to Garland Draper. I am sure. she knowa the tune,
for her father, Capt. Hobert A. Cox, was an gxcellent viclinist, and mew
"Roaring River" with all its variations.

Spasking of Mr. Meadows, Mr. Settle, and Mr. York, all of whom were
worthy citizens of Gainesboro and vicinity. When I was & hoy recalls a
oustom prevalent at that time. Nasonic funerals were always acoompanied
by music on 4he violin, slow solemn music, and the tolling of the Church
bell. The procession would form at the residence and there take up the
coffin, precedsd by the musiolans, a slow proceesion would wend its way to
the cemetery, or the Church first, end then to the cemetery. The solemn
notas of the bell and the slow mournful music of the violins, with the Maa-
(ter<of the Lodge, or the oldest Mason present bearing a ponderous Bible, 4
square and compasses open before him, and at the grave the responsive read-
ing of the ritual. All these things were calculeted to arrest the atten-
“tion of the living, and make them think on this transitory state, and of
things eternal. :

T cen now hear the strains-of the tune most frequently used, whioh
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