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The Constitution

Alsbama, Talladega Poynty
July 30, 1842, 4

Articles of Constitution of the Baptist Church of Christ at
Mt. Zion

We. n few Brethron and Sisters of the Primitive Baptist
Order, scattered through the Hillahoe (- . being convinced
ursclves into a Church in order to
We have a meeting.  Called Brother A
and Brother D, C. Eidson, Clerk for the Con.
yention. Then read the Articlen of Faith ty which we all agrec
Then nppointed a ti On Wednes.
day before the Thi
Johii Vickers on the following Fayth upon
following Rrethren; John Binckstone, 1
ton and B. Jowers, To which we agree to be constituted the Ar-
ticles of Faith, to-wit:

Art 1. We believe in one True and Living God. There are
hut Three Persons in the Godhead, The Father, Son and Holy
Ghost

™ 2 We believe the Scripture of the 019 and New Tes-
tament to be the Words of God and the only rule of Faith and
Practice.

Art 3. We believe that God elected and Ordained his Peo-
ple in Christ before the Foundation of the 3 they
rhould be Holy and witho:

in by Nature by
At 5. We believe that we are justified in the sight of God
only by the imputed Righteousness of Jesuy Christ,
Art 6. We believe that God's Elect shall be offectually
by the Holy Ghost and shall
all awa

Art. B We believe in the resurrection of the Dead and a
General Judgment and that the punishment of the Wicked shall
be everlasting ang,that the Joya of the Rightoses shall be Eternal

Art. 9. We believe that no Minister has s right to adminis-
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ter the Grdinances only such ax are called of God as was Aaron,
and come under impositian of bands by a presbytery and in Fel-
lowship with the Church which he is a Member.
od has Ordained Good Works
that his Children should walk in them and that Good Works are
only such ar God hath commanded in his Word and pot « ns
without the warrant thereof devised by Men out of Blind Zen
or upan any pr of good intentio
believe that washing the Saints’ Feet was Or
Anined by Christ to be done by his followers in a Church Capacity
until his Second Coming
Upon which we, whose names are hereunto assigned Pre-
sented overselves hefore Rrother John Blackstone and Thomas
Britton, Ministers of The Gospel to Constitute us into a Church.
NAMES OF MALES NAMES OF FEMALES
Jakm Criswell, Dea Naney: Criswsll
William Criswell Harriett Criswell
Wiley Wiett Mary Wheeles
Jamen Johnston Taurah Johnston
David C. Eidson * Flizabeth Brasw
Sion A. Wheeles Mary E
James D. Jordan FElizabeth Wilcher
Charles Jordan, Den Mary Stewart
We, whose names are annexed do Certify being called upon
by certain Brethren in Convention did meet them on the 17th
Day of Aungust, 1842 in Tallndega County, Alabama, and after
cxamination found them to be Orthedox in Faith did Constitute
Them a Church upon Primitive Principles
A JORN BLAC
THOMAS BRITTO!

The First Conference

Alabamn, Talladegn County
August the 17th, 1842

The Baptist Church of Christ at Mount Zion Met in Confer
ence.  Appoint Brother Blackstone Moderator

1 Open the Daars of the Church for the Reception of
Members. None came forward.

and. Agreed that we adopt the following Fesolution ta keep
off All Institutions which have so much marred the Pence of the
Baptists in the World, to-wit

Resolved that the Institutions generally called viz: Bible
Society, Tract Society, Temperance Society, Sunday School Un

P
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nssign their reasons for non-attendance at the next con-
fegpnee
1t shall be the duty of the deacons to notice all cares
of failure of each male member, or members, neglecting to at
tend their monthly conference.

X1 And in ease that a member, or members, ix known to
mifs two conferences, it shall he the duty of said deacons to re-
port said member, or members, to the next conference,

XI1. In much cases it shall be the duty of the Church to ap-
point two or more members to visit such defavltees and admon-
ish them to their duty, and in case of their non-ndherence it shall
be the duty of the Church to withdraw from such member, or
member, in consequence of their neglegt of duty.

XI1. It shall be the duty of cach member, male or female,
hearing or knowing an evil report against another member of
«aid Chureh if their feclings is impaired. In  consequence of
such report or reports, to keep it to themselves until they can see
suoh member, ar members, and acquaint them of their dinsat
faction, and if satisfaction cannot be obtained, it shall be the
duty of such membhers thus complaining to take one or two more
members with him and if =atisfaction cannot be obtained, it shall
be their duty to meport anid transgression, or tranagressions, to
the Church, and then it shall be the duty of the Chuith to deal
with all such cases as may require. ’

XIV. 1f any member, or members, knowing or hearing an
evil report and lets it hy for two or more regular conferences,
and afterwards brings it up, they shall be subject to a charge for
unfaithfulness and shall be dealt with accordingly

XV Fvem move and second shall come under the notice
of the moderator and shall be a vote taken on it, unless the motion
in withdrawn

XVI A majority of this Church shall rule in all cases, only
in matters touching of fellowship.

XVIl. Everv member speaking on matters pertaining to
the conference shall rise from his seat and nddress the Moderator,
and shall not be interrupted while speaking except he depart from
the subject, and then it shall be the duty of the Moderator to
call him to order.

1l No member, or members, shall absent himself from

crence without the leave of the Moderator. I

X The Moderator shzll be allowed the privilege of
speaking in all cases provided the chair be filled, but in no case
allowed n vote only in case of a tie

XX. Any member, or members, transgressing <hall be dealt
with according ns the transgression may require
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changed to other Sundays. For the past half-century the regular
meeting time has almost been continuously on the first Sunday
and Saturdny before in each month. The Annual Meeting con-
venes the lst Sunduy in August beginning on Friday before, at
which time the Annual Conference is held, some of the proceed-
ings of which are to choose our pastor, elect delegates to the As-
nociation, raise our minute and associational funds, and to arrange
for the communion and feet-washing on Sunday.

Sixteen members composed the charter membership of Mt.
Zion Church. From this nucleus the membership has grown from
time to time. At times there have been over a hundred members
on roll. Never have there been fewer than the charter member-
ship. During the days of slavery there were several negro mem-
bers. The first membern to be baptized into the fellowship of
the church were Sister Mary Saxon and Sister Elvira Saxon, re-
npectively. There have been as many as 14 members received
into the fellowship at one time. Our membership today consists
of 44 members an listed below

Among the membership of our church we have had the follow-
ing ministers belonging to our body, to-wit: Elder Silas Monk,
who was nlso the first pastor of our Church: Bro. I D. Jordan
was the first to be Libernted and Bro. Alex Allen wn the necond
Licensed Minister. Elder N. H. Clayton wan the first to be Or-
dnined. Others wepe, Elders J. Pace, G. B. Knight, James Green,
John Parsons, N. M. Cook, H. G. Harris, D. L. Riley amd B. B.
Finley.

Twa of our charter members were deacons, Brethren John Cris-
well and Charles Jordan. Brethren D, C. Eidson and Wiley Wiett
were the twa first dencons to be ordained by Mt. Zion
Church.  Other Dencons have been Brethren Jesse Willingham,
M W Ray,J T _Willis. W. W.McMath, J. L. Willis, R. E. Green,
and the oresent deacons. A. H. Finley, R. M. Wallace and Ben
Parsons.

’ Brother D. C. Eidson served the Church na Clerk in the vnv
liminary Convention and also in the Constitution of the C
In the first reqular conference after the constitution 4\! lhr
Church, Brother 8. A. Wheeles was chosen an  regular clerk
Other Clerks during the bistory of the Church have been#reth
ren D. C. Fidson. Gabriel Adnms, Wiley Wiett, Colin McCain,
Jefferson Riley, J. J.-Mitchell, H. M. Hearn, J. W. Meigs, S. W,
Pruet, J. T. Willis, J. A. Brooks, 8. E. Pruet, A. H. Finley, and
the present clerk, Bro. R M. Wallace,

Mt Zion Church has been nerved by the following pastors i
addition to Flder Silas Monk who served as pastor from Nov. 1842
until Oct. 26, 1849; Elder Absalam Blythe, served one year as

MT. ZION PRIMITIVE PAPTIST CHURCH
i S
pastor; Elder N. H. Clayton from the time of his ordination, Oct
r Robert Clavton from d
i Elder John M. Duke Trom June 1
nd again from Now. 10. 1855 yntit Feh
Taylor from Feb. 11, 1858 urtii A

Elder Elijah Garrett from Oct. b, 1861 untii Feb 3. 1874
Elder Bennett Garrett from Feh. 3, 1873 wntil Febh 5. 1877:
Flder G. B. Knight from Feb, 3, 1877 umd 0. VHAR: Fider
N. M. Cook from Oct. 6, 1RSR until Aug
which he was assisted by Elder J N Parsons:
from Aug. 31, 1907 until Aug. 31, 1914, and agnin from Aup
€. 1916 until May 31, 1919, r 1 G Harris from Jun 2
1916 until Aug. 6, 1916, and again from May 31, 1919 until
Sept. 3, 1922; Elder H. H. Goodman Sept. 3, 1922 until Aug. 14
1929 at which time Elder B It y as pastor and
han served us continuously until the prese ¢ and has agrec
to serve us for another yenr  Goodman and Finley are th
only two ministers living that have pastore Zion Church and
are both present at this Centennial Me:

ML Zion Church faithfully met and warshiped the Lord
during the tryine hours of the War Between the States and th
dark Reconstruction period which *followed the war, nnd other
conflicta that have arisen. v other events have occurre
her history. Bethel and Shady Grove Church records
ceived by Mt Zion Church on their disshlution.  Indi
distinguished pioncer families have belonged to the Church
ing the past half-century among which families repres
the Willis, Pruet, Parspns, Ray Richardsan, and Brooks

Mt Zion Church has ever been satisfied with the discipline
of the Seriptures in the receiving, earing for.

~her members. We have regularly received mombers ne

the Law of the Lord under four heads,

of Grace and baptism: (2) by letter when prosented in person;
(3) restoration when evidence of repentance was ostablished and
confession made for sins: (4) and by confession of faith when
the church of one's memhership became extinct or had erred and
after gospel labor had been bestowed and order failed to be re-
entablished and the church hd been withdrawn from. We have
endeavored to ndmonish our members to active duty in the

ice of our Lord, and to reprove the erring in n loving gosp

ner that we might save them from error. Transgressions
erisen in which Scriptural principles were denied, false practices
wero advoeated, and immoral conduct was engaved in, which in
order to save the Church we executed the Law of the Lord by
withdrawing from such disorders. We hold that no member grots
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his membership when he geta his letter, and that the Church in
responsible for said member until he places hi letter in another
church of the same faith and order, or i withdrawn from by the
church of his membership.

We, the membership of Mt. Zion Primitive Baptist Church in
her Hundredth Anniversary on Sept. 12 and 13, 1942, whose
names are listed helow, are endeavoring to keep house for the
Lord necording to the Scriptures. We are satisfied with the prin-
ciples, practices, order and government upon which Jesus Christ
set up the Church and upon that which Mt. Zion Church was co
stituted and has observed this hundred years. We pass thin
record on to the generations that are yet to come, hoping and
praying that its contents may be prescrved, that Mt, Zion Church
will cantinué to live, and that the Second Hundredth Anniversary
will still find you free from the doctrine and commandments of
men, and that you are holding fast to the Faith once delivered to
the Saints. We have suffered no schisms and divisions And with
but one or two exceptions no more than six membern guilty of
sedition at one time.

MALE MEMBERS  FEMALE MEMBERS

A. H. Finley M. A. F. Brooks Teie Wallnce
R. M. Wallace Gordn Richardson  Mollie Forbes
M. B. Wallace Mattie M. Brooks  Lora Wallace
0. V. Wallace Cordie Parsons Emmerline Pruet
3. V. Kelley Velma Parsons Bernice Bradberry
Alton Wallace Effie Pruet Inez Thomnston

McLain Finley Eliza Ray Kate Wallace
Richard Pruet Mollie Finley Pauline Wallace
N. A, Miller Vern Few Wynette Wallace
E. C. Forbes Cora Anderson Audress Wallnce
Claude Braswell Viola Miller Dora Cleveland
George Braswell Edna Kelley Pom R
Burma Thomaston Mollie Johnson oA

Ben Parsons Elvadie Wallace

Mitchell Wallnce Vernie Richardson

Byron Forbes Annii’ Forbes

Respectfully Submitted by the Committee,

A. H. FINLEY,
R. M. WALLACE,
B. L. THOMASTON,
Assisted By ELDER n\n. FINLEY
< L4
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