
The Dutch Fork Settlement on the Saluda River in SC

This part of the upcountry was settled by Germans, Scotch-Irish, English, 
and emigrants from the sister States of North Carolina, Virginia and 
Pennsylvania. 

The German settlement was in the fork, between the Broad and Saluda 
Rivers to within three miles of the Newberry Court House. Soon thereafter 
the line was extended eight miles below Hugheys on the Broad River to the 
mouth of Bear Creek, on the Saluda River. Germans were so prevalent in 
part of Newberry County that it become known as Dutch Fork. 

Adam Summer, the father of Colonel John Adam Sumner, headed the 
settlement beginning in 1745. Colonel Sumner and Major Frederick Gray 
were known to be whigs. Among those settling were the religiously 
oppressed Palatines who were driven from the Rhine, Baden and 
Wurtemburg into England during 1710 where they were quartered in tents 
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and booths near London. 

From there, they were sent to North Carolina and South Carolina. 

The first German settlers were: Summers, Mayer, Ruff, Eigleberger, Count, 
Sligh, Piester, Gray, DeWalt, Boozer, Busby, Buzzard, Shealy, Bedenbaugh, 
Cromer, Berley, Heller, Koon, Wingard, Suber, Folk, Dickert, Cappleman, 
Halfacres, Chapman, Black, Kinard, Bounight, Barr, Harmon, Bower, Kibler, 
Gallman, Lever, Hartman, Frick, Stoudemoyer, Dominick, Singley, Bulow, 
Paysinger, Wallern, Stayley, Ridlehoover, Librand, Leaphart, Hopes, 
Houseal, Bernhard, Shuler, Haltiwanger, Swigart, Meetze, Schumpert, 
Fulmore, Livingston, Schmitz, Eleazer, Drehr, Lorick, Wise, Crotwell, 
Youngener, Nunamaker, Souter, Epting and Huffman. The Quakers settled 
on the Bush River and the Beaverdam about three or four miles on each 
side of the river. 

Among them was William Coate who resided between Spring Field and the 
Bush River and Samuel elly, a native of King County, Ireland, who came to 
Newberry from Camden to settle at Spring Field. Others were: John Furnas, 
David Jenkins, Benjamin Pearson, William Pearson, Peter Hare, Robert 
Evans, John Wright, Joseph Wright, William Wright, James Brooks, Joseph 
Thomson, James Patty, Gabriel McCoole, John Coate, (Big) Isaac 
Hollingsworth, William O Neall, Walter Herbert, Sr., Daniel Parkins, Daniel 
Smith, Samuel Miles, David Miles, William Miles, Samuel Brown, Israel 
Gaunt, Azariah Pugh, William Mills, Jonathan and Caleb Gilbert, John 
Galbreath, James Coppock, John Coppock, Joseph Reagin, John Reagin, Abel 
and James Insco, Jesse Spray, Samuel Teague, George Pemberton, Jehu 
Inman, Mercer Babb, James Steddam, John Crumpton, Isaac Cook, John 
Jay , Reason Reagen, Thomas and Isaac Hasket, Thomas Pearson, Enoch 
Pearson, Samuel Pearson, Nehemiah Thomas, Abel Thomas, Timothy 
Thomas, Euclydus Longshore, Sarah Duncan, Samuel Duncan and John 
Duncan.
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