
Kershaw's Brigade in the CIVIL WAR

Source: History of Kershaw's Brigade by  D. Augustus Dickert

SECOND SOUTH CAROLINA REGIMENT.

Early in May or the last of April four companies of the Second Regiment, under Colonel Kershaw, 
volunteered for Confederate service, and were sent at once to Virginia. These companies were 
commanded by—

Captain John D. Kennedy, Kershaw County.

Captain W.H. Casson, Richland County.

Captain William Wallace, Richland County.

Captain John Richardson, Sumter County.

They were afterwards joined by companies under—

Captain Ferryman, of Abbeville County, (formerly of the Seventh Regiment).

Captain Cuthbert, Charleston.

Captain Rhett, Charleston.

Captain Haile, Kershaw.

Captain McManus, Lancaster.

Captain Hoke, Greenville.

These were among the first soldiers from the "Palmetto State" to go to Virginia, and the 
regiment when fully organized stood as follows:

J.B. Kershaw, Colonel, of Camden.

E.P. Jones, Lieutenant Colonel.

Fred Gaillard, Major.

A.D. Goodwin, Adjutant.

Company A—W.H. Casson, Richland.
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Company B—A.D. Hoke, Greenville.

Company C—William Wallace, Richland.

Company D—T.S. Richardson.

Company E—John D. Kennedy, Kershaw.

Company F—W.W.Perryman, Anderson.

Company G—I. Haile, Kershaw.

Company H—H. McManus, Lancaster.

Company I—G.B. Cuthbert, Charleston.

Company K—R. Rhett, Charleston.

Surgeon—Dr. F. Salmond, Kershaw.

Quartermaster—W.S. Wood, Columbia.

Commissary—J.J. Villipigue.

Chaplain—A.J. McGruder.

THIRD SOUTH CAROLINA REGIMENT.

The Third Regiment had originally twelve companies enlisted for State service, but in 
transferring to Confederate Army only ten were allowed by the army regulations. Two 
companies were left out, viz.: Captain J.C.S. Brown's, from Newberry, and Captain Mat. Jones', 
from Laurens. The privates, however, enlisted in the other companies as a general rule, for the 
companies were allowed a maximum number of 100. The Eighth and Third made no changes in 
their companies or officers from their first enlistment in the State service until their second 
enlistment in 1862, only as occasioned by resignations or the casualties of war. The two 
regiments remained as first organized, with few exceptions.

The Third stood, when ready for transportation to Virginia, the 7th of June, as follows:

James H. Williams, Colonel, Newberry.

B.B. Foster, Lieutenant Colonel, Spartanburg.

James M. Baxter, Major, Newberry.
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W.D. Rutherford, Adjutant, Newberry.

Company A—B. Conway Garlington, Laurens.

Company B—S. Newton Davidson, Newberry.

Company C—R.C. Maffett, Newberry.

Company D—T.B. Furgerson, Spartanburg and Union.

Company E—James D. Nance, Newberry.

Company F—T. Walker, Newberry and Laurens.

Company G—R.P. Todd, Laurens.

Company H—D. Nunnamaker, Lexington.

Company I—Smith L. Jones, Laurens.

Company K—Benj. Kennedy, Spartanburg.

Surgeon—Dr. D.E. Ewart, Newberry.

Quartermaster—John McGowan, Laurens.

Commissary—Sergeant J.N. Martin, Newberry.

Chaplain—Rev. Mayfield.

SEVENTH SOUTH CAROLINA REGIMENT.

Colonel, Thomas G. Bacon.

The following companies were from Abbeville:

Company A, Captain W.W. Perryman.

Company B, Captain G.M. Mattison.

Company C, Captain P.H. Bradley.

Company D, Captain S.J. Hester.

The following companies were from Edgefield:

Company E, Captain D. Dendy.
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Company F, Captain John S. Hard.

Company G, Captain J. Hampden Brooks.

Company H, Captain Elbert Bland.

Company I, Captain W.E. Prescott.

Company K, Captain Bart Talbert.

Captain Perryman with his company, the "Secession Guards," volunteered for the Confederate 
service before the other companies, and left for Virginia on April 28th and joined the Second 
South Carolina Regiment. Captain Bland took his place with his company in the regiment as 
Company A.

The companies of the Seventh came together as a regiment at the Schutzenplatz, near 
Charleston, on the 16th of April. In about two weeks it was ordered to Edgefield District at a 
place called [38] Montmorenci, in Aiken County. While here a company came from Edgefield 
County near Trenton, under Captain Coleman, and joined the regiment. But this company failed 
to enlist.

The Seventh Regiment elected as officers: Colonel, Thomas G. Bacon, of Edgefield District; 
lieutenant Colonel, Robert A. Fair, of Abbeville; Major, Emmet Seibles, of Edgefield; Adjutant, D. 
Wyatt Aiken, of Abbeville. All the staff officers were appointed by the Colonels until the transfer 
to the Confederate service; then the medical department was made a separate branch, and the 
Surgeons and Assistant Surgeons were appointed by the Department. Colonel Bacon appointed 
on his staff: B.F. Lovelass, Quartermaster; Fred Smith, Commissary; afterwards A.F. Townsend.

Surgeon Joseph W. Hearst resigned, and A.R. Drogie was made Surgeon in his stead, with Dr. 
G.H. Waddell as Assistant Surgeon. A.C. Stallworth, Sergeant Major, left for Virginia about the 
first of June and joined the Second a few days afterwards.

EIGHTH SOUTH CAROLINA REGIMENT.

The Eighth Regiment was organized early in the year 1861, but the companies were not called 
together until the 14th day of April, arriving in Charleston in the afternoon of that day, just after 
the fall of Fort Sumter. It was composed of ten companies, as follows: Three from Chesterfield, 
two from Marion, two from Marlborough, and three from Darlington, with Colonel, E.B.C. Cash; 
Lieutenant Colonel, John W. Henagan; Major, Thomas E. Lucas; Adjutant, C.B. Weatherly.

Companies first taken to Virginia:

Company A—A.I. Hoole, Darlington.
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Company B—M.I. Hough, Chesterfield.

Company C—Wm. H. Coit, Chesterfield.

Company D—John S. Miller, Chesterfield.

Company E—W.E. Jay, Darlington.

Company F—W.H. Evans, Darlington.

Company G—John W. Harrington, Marlboro.

Company H—R.L. Singletary, Marion.

Company I—T.E. Stackhouse, Marion.

Company K—D. McD. McLeod, Marlboro.

After remaining in Charleston until the 4th of May it was moved to Florence. On the 1st of June 
the regiment re-enlisted for Confederate service. They were ordered to Richmond and arrived 
there on June 4th, and left on the 15th to join the Second then at Bull Run. On the 22nd of June 
they went into camp at Germantown, near Fairfax Court House, where all the regiments were 
soon joined together as Bonhams' Brigade.

The first real exciting incident connected with the Third South Carolina Regiment—the first panic 
and stampede—happened as the troops were returning from their ten days' furlough to their 
camp of instruction, near Columbia, just after their enlistment in the Confederate service. I 
record this occurrence to show what little incidents, and those of such little moment, are 
calculated to stampede an army, and to what foolish lengths men will go when excited. The train 
was rattling along at a good speed, something like ten or fifteen miles an hour, just above 
Columbia; a long string of box cars loaded with soldiers; the baggage of the troops scattered 
promiscuously around in the cars; trunks, valises, carpet bags, and boxes of all conceivable 
dimensions, holding the belongings of several neighborhoods of boys; spirits flowed without and 
within; congenial friends in a congenial cause; congenial topics made a congenial whole. When 
just below Littleton, with long stretches of lowlands on one side and the river on the other, the 
curling streaks of a little grey smoke made its appearance from under one of the forward cars. At 
first the merry good humor and enlivening effects of some amusing jest, the occasional round of 
a friendly bottle, prevented the men from noticing this danger signal of fire. However, a little 
later on this continuing and increasing volume of smoke caused an alarm to be given. Men ran to 
the doors on either side, shouted and called, waved hats, hands, and handkerchiefs, at the same 
time pointing at the smoke below. There being no communication between the cars, those in 
front and rear had to be guided by the wild gesticulations of those in the smoking car. The 
engineer did not notice anything amiss, and sat placidly upon his high seat, watching the fast 
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receding rails as they flashed under and out of sight beneath the ponderous driving-wheels of 
the engine. At [40] last someone in the forward car, not accustomed to, but familiar with the 
dangers of a railroad car by the wild rumors given currency in his rural district of railroad wrecks, 
made a desperate leap from the car. This was followed by another, now equally excited. Those 
in the front cars, clutching to the sides of the doors, craned their necks as far as possible 
outward, but could see nothing but leaping men. They fearing a catastrophe of some kind, 
leaped also, while those in the rear cars, as they saw along the sides of the railroad track men 
leaping, rolling, and tumbling on the ground, took it for granted that a desperate calamity had 
happened to a forward car. No time for questions, no time for meditation. The soldier's only 
care was to watch for a soft place to make his desperate leap, and in many cases there was little 
choice. Men leaped wildly in the air, some with their heels up, others falling on their heads and 
backs, some rolling over in a mad scramble to clear themselves from the threatening danger. 
The engineer not being aware of anything wrong with the train, glided serenely along, 
unconscious of the pandemonium, in the rear. But when all had about left the train, and the 
great driving-wheels began to spin around like mad, from the lightening of the load, the master 
of the throttle looked to the rear. There lay stretched prone upon the ground, or limping on one 
foot, or rolling over in the dirt, some bareheaded and coatless, boxes and trunks scattered as in 
an awful collision, upwards of one thousand men along the railroad track. Many of the men 
thinking, no doubt, the train hopelessly lost, or serious danger imminent, threw their baggage 
out before making the dangerous leap. At last the train was stopped and brought back to the 
scene of desolation. It terminated like the bombardment of Fort Sumter—"no one hurt," and all 
occasioned by a hot-box that could have been cooled in a very few minutes. Much swearing and 
good-humored jesting were now engaged in. Such is the result of the want of presence of mind. 
A wave of the hat at the proper moment as a signal to the engineer to stop, and all would have 
been well. It was told once of a young lady crossing a railroad track in front of a fast approaching 
train, that her shoe got fastened in the frog where the two rails join. She began to struggle, then 
to scream, and then fainted. A crowd rushed up, some [41] grasping the lady's body attempted 
to pull her loose by force; others shouted to the train to stop; some called for crow-bars to take 
up the iron. At last one man pushed through the crowd, untied the lady's shoe, and she was 
loose. Presence of mind, and not force, did it.

Remaining in camp a few days, orders came to move, and cars were gotten in readiness and 
baggage packed preparatory to the trip to Virginia. To many, especially those reared in the back 
districts, and who, before their brief army life, had never been farther from their homes than 
their county seat, the trip to the old "Mother of Presidents," the grand old commonwealth, was 
quite a journey indeed. The old negroes, who had been brought South during the early days of 
the century, called the old State "Virginy" and mixing it with local dialect, in some parts had got 
the name so changed that it was called "Ferginey." The circus troops and negro comedians, in 
their annual trips through the Southern States, had songs already so catchy to our people, on 
account of their pathos and melody, of Old Virginia, that now it almost appeared as though we 
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were going to our old home. Virginia had been endeared to us and closely connected with the 
people of South Carolina by many links, not the least being its many sentimental songs of that 
romantic land, and the stories of her great men.

The baggage of the common soldier at this stage of the war would have thrown an ordinary 
quartermaster of latter day service into an epileptic fit, it was so ponderous in size and 
enormous in quantities—a perfect household outfit. A few days before this the soldier had 
received his first two months' pay, all in new crisp bank notes, fresh from the State banks or 
banks of deposit. It can be easily imagined that there were lively times for the butcher, the baker 
and candlestick maker, with all this money afloat. The Third South Carolina was transported by 
way of Wilmington and Weldon, N.C. Had there ever existed any doubts in the country as to the 
feelings of the people of the South before this in regard to Secession, it was entirely dispelled by 
the enthusiastic cheers and good will of the people along the road. The conduct of the men and 
women through South Carolina, North Carolina, and Virginia, showed one long and continued 
ovation along the line of travel, looking like a general holiday. As [42] the cars sped along 
through the fields, the little hamlets and towns, people of every kind, size, and complexion 
rushed to the railroad and gave us welcome and Godspeed. Hats went into the air as we passed, 
handkerchiefs fluttered, flags waved in the gentle summer breeze from almost every housetop. 
The ladies and old men pressed to the side of the cars when we halted, to shake the hands of 
the brave soldier boys, and gave them blessings, hope and encouragement. The ladies vied with 
the men in doing homage to the soldiers of the Palmetto State. Telegrams had been sent on 
asking of our coming, the hour of our passage through the little towns, and inviting us to stop 
and enjoy their hospitality and partake of refreshments. In those places where a stop was 
permitted, long tables were spread in some neighboring grove or park, bending under the 
weight of their bounties, laden down with everything tempting to the soldier's appetite. The 
purest and best of the women mingled freely with the troops, and by every device known to the 
fair sex showed their sympathy and encouragement in the cause we had espoused. At 
Wilmington, N.C., we crossed the Cape Fear River on a little river steamer, the roads not being 
connected with a bridge. At Petersburg and Richmond we had to march through portions of 
those cities in going from one depot to another, union sheds, not being in vogue at that time, 
and on our entry into these cities the population turned out en masse to welcome and extend to 
us their greeting. Every private house stood open to the soldiers and the greatest good will was 
everywhere manifested.

Much has been said in after years, since misfortune and ruin overtook the South, since the sad 
reverses of the army and the overthrow of our principles, about leaders plunging the nation into 
a bloody and uncalled for war. This, is all the height of folly. No man or combination of men 
could have stayed or avoided war. No human persuasion or earthly power could have stayed the 
great wave of revolution that had struck the land; and while, like a storm widening and 
gathering strength and fury as it goes, to have attempted it would have been but to court ruin 
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and destruction. Few men living in that period of our country's history would have had the 
boldness or hardihood to counsel submission or inactivity. Differences there may have been and 
were as to methods, but to Secession, none. The voices [43] of the women of the land were 
alone enough to have forced the measures upon the men in some shape or other. Then, as to 
the leaders being "shirkers" when the actual contest came, the history of the times gives 
contradictions sufficient without examples. Where the duties of the service called, they willingly 
obeyed. All could not fill departments or sit in the councils of the nation, but none shirked the 
responsibility the conditions called them to. Where fathers filled easy places their sons were in 
the ranks, and many of our leaders of Secession headed troops in the field. General Bonham, our 
Brigadier, had just resigned his seat in the United States Congress; so had L.M. Keitt, who fell at 
Cold Harbor at the head of our brigade, while Colonel of the Twentieth Regiment. James L. Orr, 
one of the original Secessionists and a member of Congress, raised the first regiment of rifles. 
The son of Governor Gist, the last Executive of South Carolina just previous to Secession, fell 
while leading his regiment, the Fifteenth, of our brigade, in the assault at Fort Loudon, at 
Knoxville. Scarcely was there a member of the convention that passed the Ordinance of 
Secession who had not a son or near kinsman in the ranks of the army. They showed by their 
deeds the truth and honesty of their convictions. They had trusted the North until trusting had 
ceased to be a virtue. They wished peace, but feared not war. All this idle talk, so common since 
the war, of a "rich man's war and a poor man's fight" is the merest twaddle and vilely untrue.

The men of the South had risked their all upon the cast, and were willing to abide by the hazard 
of the die. All the great men of South Carolina were for Secession, and they nobly entered the 
field. The Hamptons, Butlers, Haskells, Draytons, Bonhams, all readily grasped the sword or 
musket. The fire-eaters, like Bob Toombs, of Georgia, and Wigfall, of Texas, led brigades, and 
were as fiery upon the battlefield as they had been upon the floor of the United States Senate. 
So with all the leaders of Secession, without exception; they contributed their lives, their 
services, and their wealth to the cause they had advocated and loved so well. I make this 
departure here to correct an opinion or belief, originated and propagated by the envious few 
who did not rise to distinction in the war, or who were too young to participate in its glories—
those glories that were mutual and will [44] ever surround the Confederate soldier, regardless of 
rank.

After stopping a few days in Richmond, we were carried on to Manassas and Bull Run, then to 
Fairfax, where we joined the other regiments. The Third Regiment camped first at Mitchell's 
Ford, remained at that point for a week or ten days, and from thence moved to the outpost just 
beyond Fairfax Court House. The Eighth and Second camped for a while at Germantown, and 
soon the whole brigade was between Fairfax and Bull Run.

SECOND REGIMENT.
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The Second Regiment chose as officers—

Colonel—Jno. D. Kennedy.

Lieutenant Colonel—A.S. Goodwin.

Major—Frank Gaillard.

Adjutant—E.E. Sill.

Quartermaster—W.D. Peck.

Commissary—J.J. Villipigue.

Chief Surgeon—Dr. F. Salmond.

Chaplains—Revs. McGruder and Smith.

I give below a list of the Captains, as well as the field officers, of the Second Regiment during the 
war. There were many changes from Lieutenants to Captains, and subsequent elections from the 
ranks to Lieutenants, caused by the casualties of war, but space forbids, and want of the facts 
prevents me from giving more than the company commanders and the field officers.

Colonels—J.B. Kershaw, E.P. Jones, Jno. D. Kennedy, and Wm. Wallace.

Lieutenant Colonels—E.P. Jones, A.D. Goodwin, F. Gaillard, Wm. Wallace, and J.D. Graham.

Majors—A.D. Goodwin, W.H. Casson, F. Gaillard, Wm. Wallace, I.D. Graham, B.F. Clyburn, G.L. 
Leaphart.

Adjutants—A.D. Goodwin, E.E. Sill, and A. McNeil.

Surgeons and Assistant Surgeons—J.A. Maxwell and J.H. Nott.

Some of them went from Captains and Majors through all the grades to Colonel. The following 
are the Captains, some elected at the first organization, some at the reorganization, and others 
rose by promotion from Lieutenant:

Company A—W.H. Casson, M.A. Shelton, G.L. Leaphart, M.M. Maddrey.

Company B—A.D. Hoke, Wm. Pulliam, W. Powell, J. Caigle.

Company C—Wm. Wallace, S. Lorick, J.T. Scott, A.P. Winson.

Company D—J.S. Richardson, J.D. Graham, W. Wilder.
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Company E—John D. Kennedy, elected Colonel, Z. Leitner, J. Crackeford.

Company F—W.W. Ferryman, W.C. China, G. McDowell.

Company G—J. Hail, J. Friesdale, J.P. Cunningham.

Company H—H. McManus, D. Clyburn.

Company I—G.B. Cuthbreath, Ralph Elliott, R. Fishburn, B.F. Barlow.

Company K—R. Rhett, J. Moorer, K.D. Webb, J.D. Dutart,—Burton, G.T. Haltiwanger.

Many changes took place by death and resignation. Scarcely any of the field officers remained in 
the end. Many Captains of a low rank went all the way to Colonels of regiments, and Third 
Lieutenants rose by promotion to Captains. This shows the terrible mortality among the officers. 
None of the first field officers but what had been killed or incapacitated for service by wounds at 
the close of the war.

THIRD SOUTH CAROLINA REGIMENT.

James D. Nance, of Newberry, Captain of Company E, elected Colonel.

Conway Garlington, of Laurens, Captain of Company A, elected Lieutenant Colonel.

W.D. Rutherford, of Newberry, formerly Adjutant, made Major.

Y.J. Pope, Newberry, formerly Orderly Sergeant of Company E, made Adjutant.

G.W. Shell, Laurens, Quartermaster.

J.N. Martin and R.N. Lowrance, Commissary.

Ed. Hicks, of Laurens, Sergeant Major.

All staff officers are appointed or recommended for appointment by the Colonel of the 
regiment. The offices of Regimental Quartermaster and Commissary, the encumbents 
heretofore ranking as Captains, were abolished during the year, having one Quartermaster and 
one Commissary for the brigade, the regiments having only Sergeants to act as such. I will state 
here that some of the companies from each regiment had reorganized and elected officers 
before the time of re-enlistment. This is one reason why rank was not accorded in the regular 
order. In the Third Regiment, Company E, Captain J.D. Nance, and perhaps several others, had 
reorganized, taken their thirty days' furlough, and had returned before the general order to 
reorganize and remain for two more years or the war. The new organizations stood in the Third 
as follows, by Captains:
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Company A—Willie Hance, Laurens.

Company B—N. Davidson, Newberry.

Company C—R.C. Maffett, Newberry.

Company D—N.F. Walker, Spartanburg.

Company E—J.K.G. Nance—Newberry.

Company F—P. Williams, Laurens.

Company G—R.P. Todd—Laurens.

Company H—John C. Summer, Lexington.

Company I—D.M.H. Langston, Laurens.

Company K—S.M. Langford, Spartanburg.

Many changes took place in this regiment, some almost immediately after the election and 
others in the battle that followed in a few weeks.

Captain Davidson died in two weeks after his election from disease, and was succeeded by 
Lieutenant Thomas W. Gary, who had during the first twelve months been Captain Davidson's 
Orderly Sergeant. It seems the position of Orderly Sergeant was quite favorable to promotion, 
for nearly all the Orderlies during the first twelve months were made either Captains or 
Lieutenants.

Lieutenant Colonel Garlington being killed at Savage Station, Major Rutherford was promoted to 
that position, while Captain Maffett was made Major and Lieutenant Herbert Captain in his 
stead of Company C.

Captain Hance, of Company A, being killed at Fredericksburg, First Lieutenant Robert Richardson 
became Captain.

Lieutenant R.H. Wright became Captain of Company E after the promotion of Nance to Major in 
the latter part of the service.

Captain Williams, of Company F, was killed, and Lieutenant Wm. Deal made Captain and 
commanded at the surrender. There may have been other Captains of this company, but no data 
at hand.

John W. Watts became Captain of Company G after the promotion of Captain Todd to Major and 
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Lieutenant Colonel.

Captain Summer being killed at Fredericksburg, Lieutenant G.S. Swygert became Captain, was 
disabled and resigned, and D.A. Dickert became Captain and commanded to the end.

Captain Langston, of Company I, being killed, Lieutenant Jarred Johnston became Captain, 
disabled at Chickamauga.

Company K was especially unfortunate in her commanders. Captain Langford was killed at 
Savage Station; then Lieutenant L.P. Foster, son of Lieutenant Colonel Foster, was promoted to 
Captain and killed at Fredericksburg. Then W.H. Young was made Captain and killed at 
Gettysburg. Then J.H. Cunningham became Captain and was killed at Chickamauga. J.P. Roebuck 
was promoted and soon after taken prisoner. First Lieutenant John W. Wofford commanded the 
company till the surrender, and after the war became State Senator from Spartanburg.

Captain N.F. Walker was permanently disabled at Savage Station, returned home, was appointed 
in the conscript bureau, and never returned to active duty. He still retained his rank and office as 
Captain of Company D, thereby preventing promotions in one of the most gallant companies in 
Kershaw's Brigade.

It was at the battle of Fredericksburg that the regiment lost so many officers, especially 
Captains, that caused the greatest changes. Captains Hance, Foster, Summer, with nearly a 
dozen Lieutenants, were killed there, making three new Captains, and a lot of new Lieutenants. 
It was by the death of Captain Summer that I received the rank of Captain, having been a 
Lieutenant up to that time. From December, 1862, to the end I commanded the company, with 
scarcely a change. It [111] will be seen that at the reorganization the Third Regiment made quite 
a new deal, and almost a clean sweep of old officers—and with few exceptions the officers from 
Colonel to the Lieutenants of least rank were young men. I doubt very much if there was a 
regiment in the service that had such a proportion of young men for officers.

I will here relate an incident connected with the name of Captain Hance's family, that was 
spoken of freely in the regiment at the time, but little known outside of immediate 
surroundings—not about Captain Hance, however, but the name and connection that the 
incident recalled, that was often related by the old chroniclers of Laurens. Andrew Johnson, who 
was at the time I speak United States Senator from Tennessee, and was on the ticket with 
Lincoln, for Vice-President of the United States in his second race against McClellan, was elected, 
and afterwards became President. As the story goes, and it is vouched for as facts, Andrew 
Johnson in his younger days had a tailoring establishment at Laurens, and while there paid court 
to the mother of Captain Hance. So smitten was he with her charms and graces, he paid her 
special attention, and asked for her hand in marriage. Young Johnson was fine looking, in fact 
handsome, energetic, prosperous, and well-to-do young man, with no vices that were common 
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to the young men of that day, but the great disparity in the social standing of the two caused his 
rejection. The family of Hance was too exclusive at the time to consent to a connection with the 
plebeian Johnson, yet that plebeian rose at last to the highest office in the gift of the American 
people, through the force of his own endowments.

SEVENTH SOUTH CAROLINA REGIMENT.

The Seventh Regiment was reorganized by electing—

Colonel—D. Wyatt Aiken, Abbeville.

Lieutenant Colonel—Elbert Bland, Edgefield.

Major—W.C. White, Edgefield.

Adjutant—Thomas M. Childs.

Sergeant Major—Amos C. Stalworth.

Quartermaster—B.F. Lovelace.

Commissary—A.F. Townsend.

[112] Company A—Stuart Harrison.

Company B—Thomas Huggins.

Company C—W.E. Cothran.

Company D—Warren H. Allen.

Company E—James Mitchell.

Company F—John S. Hard.

Company G—W.C. Clark.

Company H—H.W. Addison.

Company I—Benj. Roper.

Company K—Jno. L. Burris.
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Company L—J.L. Litchfield.

Company M—Jerry Goggans.

I am indebted to Captain A.C. Waller, of Greenwood, for the following brief summary of the 
Seventh after reorganization, giving the different changes of regimental and company 
commanders, as well as the commanders of the regiment during battle:

Colonel Aiken commanded at Savage Station, Malvern Hill, and Antietam, till wounded at 
Gettysburg, after which he was ordered elsewhere.

Lieutenant Colonel Bland commanded at Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, and Chickamauga; 
killed in latter battle.

Major White commanded at Antietam after the wounding of Aiken, and until he was himself 
killed at the enemy's battery, the farthest advance of the day. Captain Hard had command at the 
close. Captain Hard also led for a short while at Chickamauga after the death of Bland, and fell at 
the head of his regiment on top of Pea Ridge.

Captain Goggans was in command at Knoxville, Bean Station, and the Wilderness, until 
wounded.

Captain James Mitchell led the regiment in the charge at Cold Harbor, and was in command at 
Spottsylvania.

Lieutenant Colonel Maffett, of the Third, was placed in command of the Seventh during the 
Valley campaign under Early in 1864, and led at Fisher's Hill and Cedar Creek the 13th and 19th 
of September. Was captured in October.

Lieutenant Colonel Huggins commanded from October till the surrender, and at the battle of 
Averysboro and Bentonville.

Captain Goggans was promoted to Major after the battle of the Wilderness, but resigned.

Company E was divided into two companies, E and M. Company H took the place of Bland's, 
which became Company A.

Captain Stuart Harrison, Company A, resigned, being elected Clerk of Court of Edgefield, and 
Lieutenant Gus Bart was made Captain.

John Carwile, First Lieutenant of Company A, acted as Adjutant after the death of Adjutant 
Childs, and also on General Kershaw's staff.

Lieutenant James Townsend became Captain of Company B after the promotion of Huggins to 
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Lieutenant Colonel.

After Captain Hard's promotion James Rearden was made Captain of Company E and was killed 
at Wilderness, and Lieutenant C.K. Henderson became Captain.

Captain Wm. E. Clark, Company G, was killed at Maryland heights. Lieutenant Jno. W. Kemp was 
made Captain and killed at the Wilderness.

Captain J.L. Burris, of Company K, was wounded at Antietam and resigned. First Lieutenant J.L. 
Talbert having been killed at Maryland Heights a few days before, Second Lieutenant Giles M. 
Berry became Captain; he resigned, and Lieutenant West A. Cheatham was made Captain by 
promotion.

Captain J.L. Litchfield, of Company I, was killed at Maryland Heights, and First Lieutenant 
Litchfield was made Captain.

First Lieutenant P. Bouknight became Captain of Company M after the promotion of Captain 
Goggans.

EIGHTH SOUTH CAROLINA REGIMENT.

The Eighth South Carolina Regiment was reorganized by electing—

Colonel—Jno. W. Henagan, Marlboro.

Lieutenant Colonel—A.J. Hoole, Darlington.

Major—McD. McLeod, Marlboro.

Adjutant—C.M. Weatherly, Darlington.

Surgeon—Dr. Pearce.

Assistant Surgeon—Dr. Maxy.

Company A—John H. Muldrow, Darlington.

Company B—Richard T. Powell, Chesterfield.
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Company C—Thomas E. Powe, Chesterfield.

[114] Company D—Robt. P. Miller, Chesterfield.

Company E—M.E. Keith, Darlington.

Company F—T.E. Howle, Darlington.

Company G—C.P. Townsend, Marlboro.

Company H—Duncan McIntyre, Marion.

Company I—A.T. Harllee, Marion.

Company K—Frank Manning, Marlboro.

Company L—Thomas E. Stackhouse, Marion.

Company M—Thomas E. Howle, Darlington.

Company L was a new company, and T.E. Stackhouse was made Captain; also A.T. Harllee was 
made Captain of Company I. Company M was also a new company.

After the reorganization the Generals' staffs were reduced to more republican simplicity. 
General Kershaw was contented with—

Captain C.R. Holmes—Assistant Adjutant General.

Lieutenant W.M. Dwight—Adjutant and Inspector General.

Lieutenant D.A. Doby—Aide de Camp.

Lieutenant Jno. Myers—Ordnance Officer.

Major W.D. Peck—Quartermaster.

Major Kennedy—Commissary.

With a few privates for clerical service. General Kershaw had two fine-looking, noble lads as 
couriers, neither grown to manhood, but brave enough to follow their chief in the thickest of 
battle, or carry his orders through storms of battles, W.M. Crumby, of Georgia, and DeSaussure 
Burrows. The latter lost his life at Cedar Creek.

As I have thus shown the regiments and brigade in their second organization, under the name it 
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is known, "Kershaw's," and as all were so closely connected and identified, I will continue to 
treat them as a whole. The same camps, marches, battles, scenes, and experiences were alike to 
all, so the history of one is the history of all. South Carolina may have had, and I have no doubt 
did have, as good troops in the field, as ably commanded as this brigade, but for undaunted 
courage, loyalty to their leaders and the cause, for self-denials and sacrifices, united spirits, and 
unflinching daring in the face of death, the world has never produced their superiors. There was 
much to [115] animate their feelings and stimulate their courage. The older men had retired and 
left the field to the leadership of the young. Men were here, too, by circumstances of birth, 
education, and environment that could scarcely ever expect to occupy more than a secondary 
place in their country's history, who were destined to inferior stations in life, both social and 
political,—the prestige of wealth and a long family being denied them—still upon the battlefield 
they were any man's equal. On the march or the suffering in camp, they were the peers of the 
noblest, and when facing death or experiencing its pangs they knew no superiors. Such being the 
feelings and sentiments of those born in the humbler stations of life, what must have been the 
goal of those already fortune's favorites, with a high or aristocratic birth, wealth, education, and 
a long line of illustrious ancestors, all to stimulate them to deeds of prowess and unparalleled 
heroism? Such were the men to make the name of South Carolina glorious, and that of 
"Kershaw" immortal. How many of these noble souls died that their country might be free? the 
name of her people great? In the former they lost, as the ends for which they fought and died 
were never consummated. To-day, after nearly a half century has passed, when we look around 
among the young and see the decadence of chivalry and noble aspirations, the decline of 
homage to women, want of integrity to men, want of truth and honor, individually and 
politically, are we not inclined, at times, to think those men died in vain? We gained the shadow; 
have we the substance? We gained an unparalleled prestige for courage, but are the people to-
day better morally, socially, and politically? Let the world answer. The days of knight-errantry 
had their decadence; may not the days of the South's chivalry have theirs?
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