Captain Robert Mddleton = American Revolution
Born Chesterfield County, Virginia, 1755
Died Elbert County, Georgia, 1816

Robert Middleton's grandfathar came trom North Ireh.nd .‘..n 1712 and settled
in Lancaster Gountw, Pemaylvnnia. He was John H:i.ddloton, & brother of Henxy
Middleton, who founded liiddlat.on Gaxﬂans near Gharlestan, South (arolina., Robert's
" grandmother was Martha Caldwell Middleton, the daughter of David Caldwell, minister
and teacher, born in 1725. He was a member of the Constituticnal Convention of
1776 and died in 1824, He moved his family to Virgini& bsforo th.e Revolution and
hir home was burned by the British in 1731-
 Robert8s father, John Jr., was ons of several cm.ldr-n. He was married to
Margaret Preston, noted for her beauty and her postry. mm- children were John IIT
James, Ssmuel and Robert, who was born in Ghutsrﬂcld connt.y, urgimn, in 1755.
After he grew up, he Wgﬁ%meﬁt&bw of h:u brothers. He was
a captain in the Gontd.nent.al Army, serving 1776-76. Els da:nk cf Colonel came from
his serving on the govenor's staffl mrter the Ravolution. In the latter pu-t.' of the
Ravolution, he moved to Wilkes County, Georgla, where he served under Col. Elijah
Glark, 4a 1782, ‘ '
In 1789, he married mizabath (Pata’y) Runnelee of Wilkes County. He was then
living in the part of the County which becams Hbert the following year.
We do not know the exact site of his Elbert Gounty hame, but Elbert County
History says it was within a radius of fifteen miles of Hearduont, and i8 18s pos-
sible 1tm nsar the present vi]lage of Middleton. lo do know that at the time of
his death, t.hI plantation on which he lived, contained &00 acres.
. Hissbeth (rmy) Munnelee Middleton was the daughter o.f Willism and Ann Nunne-
lee, and was descended mn mnbnth ﬁnt-cm of Richmond, Virginia, who was a great
' grandmotha:r of Thomas Je.tferaon. %
The childr-n of Robert and "Patsy® Nurmelee lliddlcton wers, ﬂary, born in 1790
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and married to Caleb Tate of ILynchburg, Virginia, December 25, 18063 dJobn, who

, married first Sarah Childers, and second Hlizabeth Iate, (1817)3 &nd dartba,

who married ¥r, Woods, September 16,.1807.

. Robert Middleton became gheriff of the new county of Hbert and served !.n

tils office from 1790 through 1799 and again in 1802 snd 1803. ]
After t.h.c death of "Patay?, he married on- November 11, 1810, Elizabeth

 Chandler Blackwell Williamson, ‘the daughter of Joseph Blackwell, a Revolutionary

soldier, and Sarsh Banks. Elizabeth had two children by her first marriage.
They were Bat.sy'lmimon and Sarah Chandler Williamson, who married John A,
Verdell, Jamuary 21, 1819, '
n Robert and Elisebeth had two children, Nancy and James Lawrence, who wWere
mn and two, respectively, when their father died. - : i
Dunstan Blackwell, their mother's brother became their guardisn, though

~ Robert left Elizsbeth, exscutrix of his estate, He left about 1000 acres of

land and other property, and there followed some disagreement in the settle-
_ www.southcarolinapion
ment of his estate due to the fact that i apioneers . GoMbe sets of children.

The youngest child, James Lawrence became blind when & young boy. He went
out on the cld post road, south of Elberton, to gather chestnuts from the big
mumtgrwatthoadgaortunnlmgmrm Lplml.uupat.rut.hm

down a burr, which accidently hit Jmanlqnmccinthamvithmrunlthn

soon lost the sight of that eye, and later of thes other eye.

s nephew and namesake, James Lawrence Hiddlet.on Heard spent much time wit
with him end remembersd him as an interesting, optomistic man with a lovable
disposition, Another contemporary describes hin as umgually: goouuoomg and a
gifted musiclan. Fis violin was his consclation in his blindness l:nd his con—
gtant coupanion. James Lawrence Heard inherited it.

He married Ssrah A, Cook, December 6, 18lL. He died suddenly October 20,
1845, the night his daughter Rebecca was born.

m;-lido'urrhd‘lmiacook, 'homnot. rd;mwmrmlrum
County, and they moved to Early County sbout 1850, Iittle Martha Rebecoa's nine
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was changed from Uiddleton to Cooky her stepfather's m'

Her mother Sarah Mlddleton Cook died in Blakely, Georgla, lmuary 27,
1889. and 1s buried there,

Martha Ro?mu Middleton Grist died in 1888, end left five ckildren, four
daughters and & son, four years of sge. This son inherited James Lawrence Mid—
dletonis Bible and gold watch. '

James Lawrence Middleton 1s buried in the cemstery of old Bethlehea Church
in Elbert Govnt&r. by his mother, Elissbeyh Blackwell Middleton, The insoriptions
on their old fashioned touhs are: ' '

"Sacred to t.ha mumorjr of James L Middlaton, son of Robcrt and Betay
l(iddleton- '
" Born July 10th, 1614
Died Oct, 20th. 18L5"" ;
and e
“To the mewory of 14 zabe SVW. SQUIRCHQIINARIONEE $:6AMbn the 11th, of iugust
1780, m«lont.hoand. of October 1BL1 aged 61 years, one month and 21 days.®

Robert and Elissbeth's daughter Nancy Parks, already mentioned, was borm
. . inlﬁllandmrhdnmadeﬂeraonﬂeard,ymutohﬂdorcw Stephen
Heard, Apr. 131:., 1828, She died at Hose Hill in Elbert County, in 1863.

The Middletons were iethodiats but Nancy joined the Eaptist Church after
her marriage to Col, Heard and thaywrthped.t old Falling Creek Church till

they becane charter members of the firat Baptiat Church in Elberten in 1860.

Their children were Sarah Beard, who marrded Oole I« p. 0. m-th:, Jmies
L;)lr'smt M. Heard, who married Mary Melissa Bu'psr, Robert Middleton Heard, who
who married first Marths Harper, and second Caro-
who married Jennie Harper, Jane Heard, who married

m;nn’i.udmnmrpor. These childran all
Col. Robert Middleton live in

I.ouin Jonal, Ereking Heard,
11.na Calhom.. Wm. Hanr:r Heard, who

pr. David Mathews and Engana l{eard,
1ived in Elbert County and thu.l many descendants at

this county Wt



It is interesting to note how the Middleton name has come down through

the gemerations. A grandson of Robert Middleton Heard, mentioned sbove 18

Robert Middleton Heard, the present, County Attofmey in Elbert County.

'-'mu,

aacordl show that Col. Hobortliddlat.on t.ookm nctd.vo part in the life

'of the county right wp to his daathinlﬁlfh.

He is described in Wiite's Statistics of Gwr@.n published in 1848, as &

" playing kis viclin,
He is biried on Old North Flantation in Wilkes County, Georgla.
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| ® Middleton

Interested in the derivation and history of your name?

Send it in to: Names, The Aflanta Journal-Constitution,
P.0. Box 4689, Atlanta 30302. Mr.
janswer individual requests by mail but will attempt to discuss|-
‘all names submitted in his regular Sunday column in the Jour-

! nal-Constitution.

Middleton@

1, of this name.
! with one exception, all bear
e meaning “middle village” |

t

;- 1086, MICLATUNA in 1123, and

' MITLETONA in 1242 and the | scribes the various arms. The
{ meaning is “large village or|glossary imight he
" town” from the Old English | yOur own. o.o. -

MICLA. ;
In 1198 Michall de (of) MID-
DLETON held a parcel of land
¢ in MIDDLETON, Wiltshire, as
! payment for keeping the king's
" wolf hounds, Richard de MID-
' ELTON of Buckinghamshire,
" Thomas de MIDDILTON of Lin-

® Young(e)

General Monck in 1654. Gener-
3 al MIDDLETON later became
In both England and Scotland | the first earl of Middleton and

i this is a place name. There|his son Charles succeeded to
:nre several dozen places scat- | the fitle and later became titular ||
tered up and down England | earl of Mommouth. Most of these
gaala were members of the Clan ||

orbes. '

‘th

Jor "middle town.” MIDDLE-|in Virginia between 1635-56 and |
, TON on the Hill, Hertfordshire, | three MIDLETONS arrived in
| was spelled MICELTUNA in | the period 1639-42.

will be unable to

Eleven MIDDLETONS arrived ||

Burke’s General Armory de-
in’ drawing

¥ S i

colnshire and
DELTON of vadﬁf% )Ilnaploneers.com

'in 1273. Johannes de MIDDIL-
: TON and Thomas and Robert de
. Midiltoun were on the 1379 York-
, shire Poll Tax Rolls. Chrislopher

MIDDLETON is listed in the
i Dﬁxafoorﬂ University Register in

shire. The lands were so named
' as fo distinguish them from Con-

Ik meaning the surname was
the same as the estate name.
Umfridus de MIDILTON who
} Witnessed & land grant in 1221
| appears to be the first of the
i name. Humprey de MIDDLE-
| TONE of Kincardyn rendered
- homage to the English crown
! m 1796 and Robert de MIDDLE-
! TON, a Scot, was taken pris-|
¥ oner ‘at Dunbar Castle the same
! year. Andrew de MIDDLETON
i was a witness in Mernys in 1357,
(- William ' MYDILTOUNE was
* burgess of Aberdeen in 1480 and
William MEDILTOUNE lived in
, Glentanner in 1503. General’
, MIDDELTON, commanding a
! Highland army, was ambushed
{and defeated by the English




