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14 HISTORY OF GRINDAL SHOALS

a barn. Henry Gaffney, Esq., who lived to an advanced
age, told the writer that there was no doubt about this
being the original Watt Adair house, for his father
bought the property from Adair shortly after the Revo-
lution. The McCraw Brick Co., now occupies this an-
cient site,

Robinson was acquainted with Adair and expect-
ed to find a cordial welcome, but it seems that he
had been bribed with British gold, and instead of a
friendly greeting, the journeymen were met by a hench-
man of Adair’s with gun in hand. Pressing their case,
they were finally admitted, but things were far from
congenial. At length Adair came up, and with pretend-
ed friendship, had his niece, Mary Musgrove, “The
Heroine of Horseshoe Robinson,” to look after the wel-
fare of his guests. Knowing the course of their jour-
ney, while Robinson and Butler were trying to sleep,
Adair was planning to misdirect, and land them into the
clutches of a tory gang. The next morning they set out
according to Adair's directions, but having premonitions
because of Mary Musgrove’s whispered warnings the
night before, they soon changed their course and pro-
ceeded in the direction of Grindal’s ford. At this place,
a short distance above the ford, on the north side of
the river, a hill riges rather abruptly some twenty or
thirty feet in height. On this hill stood a large chest-
nut tree with wide, spreading branches, At night-fall
there lay under this tree Hugh Habershaw and a gang
of tory ruffians, the descriptiion of which we leave to
John P. Kennedy. The old Eison store-house, which is
now converted into g dwelling, stands on, or near the
site of this camp.

Habershaw, having been apprised of their coming,
he was on the lookout for Robinson and Butler. When
informed by his scouts of their approach, he put his
crowd in ambush on both sides of the river at the ford.

The site of Haber-

just above the ford'.
“Horseshoe” Robinson and Major Butler.

The ‘“‘gravelly hillock” on the north side of the river

shaw’s camp on the night of the capture of
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Riding into the river, the weary travelers reined their
jaded horses to let them drink, and while thus engag-
ed, they discovered men on horseback approaching from
all sides. A volley of shots followed. A vigorous charge
made by Robinson and Butler enabled them to gain the
opposite bank, where Butler's horse was shot dead, and
both were made prisoners. During the melee Dick
Waters and Rodger Bell, two of Habershaw’s followers
were killed, one falling on the bank and the other in the
river. After a night of anxiety and suffering in the
tory camp, the prisoners were carried the next morning
to “Christie’s,” where a halt was made for breakfast.
Here Robinson made good his escape, put Butler was
destined to remain in British custody for quite a long
while. For a full account of this thrilling episode see
“Horseshoe Robinson,” by John P. Kennedy.

Gen. Morgan’s Encampment at Grindal Shoals.

The great victory at King's Mountain, October Tth,
1780, in which Col. Patrick Ferguson’s army of British
and tories was practically wnnihilated, was both pivotal
and epochal in the cause of American liberty. Some time
before, the main Continental army in the South, under
Gen. Gates had been defeated and incapacitated by Corn-
wallis at Camden. The force under Gen. Sumter was
also surprised and cut up on Fishing Creek. As a con-
gequence of these defeats, the gmall partisan leaders in
the up-country were forced to flee to places of safety.
This threw that section open to the mercy of plundering
and marauding tories, who practically devastated the
country. None suffered more from these depredations
than the Whig families about Grindal Shoals. Mrs.
Angelica Nott in her reminiscenses says: “We lived at
that time generally without bread, meat or galt on roast-
ing-ears. When we killed a beef a pint of galt with
hickory ashes preserved it. We went without shoes and




