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Inthe lame of God, Amen, Whereas X Join Melton of liash County and
state of North Carolina, being weak in body though of sound
and perfect memery thanks be to God do meke this writing as and
for my last will and teutament

Impriniss I give and bequeath unto my son Coeper Melton the
plantation and tract of lend I Purchased of Briant O'lisal con=
teining by estimation one hundred and fffty acres to hold to him
his heirs and assigns forever.

Item: I give and bsqueath untu.my son ‘homus Melton the plantat ion
whereon I now live with 2ll the land I purchased of Apthur O'Neal
containing by estimation one hundred and forty six acres to held
to him his heirs and assigns forever,

Item: I give and bequenth unto my wife Zlizabeth Melton har

choice one faather bed and furniture . Item: I Zive and bequeath hod Ty
nmy deughter kary Hart five shillings as for the remainder of my

estute my will and desire is that it be equally divided between

my wife aforesaid and children Duvid kelton, Mathew Melton, Joseph
Meltun, Ann Melton, Fereby uelicn, Cooper Aelton/unrtha kelton and
Thoras Melton and I do hereby conctitute and appeint my sons David

Malten and Teoceph lelton my whole and :ols executors of th.is my last

will andtestanent in witness whereof I have hereunto zet my hand and

secl this 29tl day of April,1997. :

8igned ,and sealed Jokn ;iinltcn (Seal)

in presence of marke
Lewis Vick

Jucob k 1%
Aghruhgég Vick

mark
liagh County Auguast court 1800
The foregeing will was duly proven in open court by the. cath of Lewis
Vick a subscribing witness thercto and on motion and ordersd to be
recorded, Attest,Vn Hall,C.C.

end ic regictered in obedience to the above order,
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Ip The liame of God,AMen. I Frances .ard of the County of Nash and 3tate

Attest ,¥Wm H:11,C.C,

of North Carolina tho weak in body yet of perfect and sound mind

and memory, do make and ordain thie to be my lact will and testoment in
manner and form following.

Imprimiss I give and devise unto my son Banjamin Mard One negro

fan named Egsex to him and his heirs forever.

Items I Jive and devise unto my daughter Mary Southall two Pounds
8pecie, Item: I give and devise unto my daughter Salley Avent four
hundred acres of land to be taken.out of that tract ofland that I pur-

chazed of Archibald Davi® adjoining said Avents land also two negroes

AN\
\ﬁdi Patience and liournin and their increase to her and her heirs forever.
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Ttem: I zive and devise unto my daughter Nancy Jones twenty poungs

in money also I lend unto said “uncy Jones five negroes (in)

Jude Chancy, Cicley, Vol , and “oby during her natural life andaftap
her deconse, I _ive the sald five negroes azbove mentioned ang the iy
increace to my granddaughter Bat:ey Jones, also I give and devige

unto said Betsy Jonec one negro namec liary and ner increase to har

e¢nd her heirs forev:r. Item: I give 'nd devise unto my daughter Prig.
yla DNewsom thrse negroce (in) Dam, Aggey, and ligrry and their incresgs
tc her and her heirs forever . Item: I sive and devise unto my son
John uard alias Mathews K the child that my wife had hefore Wadlock
e@ll theiand thot I  am pousessed of in the county of Halifax excet the
land that I purchased of Mark Fitts containing onehundred and twelve
acres and then beginning ..t a post oak a little zhove the mill and Tunning
a strait line to suzid l'itt‘a corner in Alston Cresk and all below
also I give unto said J.c-h.n Jard Alins Mathews five negz‘oes@ Sam,
Qive, Sylvia, Yen and led and ir increase to him and his heirs f arever,
rloo I give unte caid John ard alias Mathews one fsather bed and furni-
ture and thirty pounds in woney. Item! I sive and devi.e unto my

gon Mrancis Vard the land and plantation wherson I now live with the
grist mill, also theland that I yurchased of Hark Pitts =also a plece of
land .y n; between thut and the creek from a post oak on the creek just
above t e mill?;uid Fitts corner in aletonsCreek and all beiow , also
the remainder of the land that purchosed of Archibald Jgvis, =2lso the
land that I purchused of lamuel “illar, also the romainder of theland I
purchzeed of lLewis Miller,=lso the remainder of the land I purci.ased of
“enjemin Sandeford alsc the land I jurchased of Spmuel Mitchel, alse
five negroas \if)\ sam, Lolley, great Charles, Davie, and dingo, them and
tieir increcse to him andhis heirs forevasr, also one feather bed and
furniture and tiirty pounds in money, Item: I zive and deviue unto my

laughter Fanny Ward the land and plantation that I purchaced of Pryor

5 A
Gardner also zix negroe:}\: jam, Lucy,Dennis, Agg, Jack and Dinah them

and their incrense to her and her heirs forev:r,also cne riding chair
one desk, and Fecuthar bed and furniture.to her and her heir: ., Item:
I Zive and device unto @y zon Nathan .ard all the land thut I purchased
of Pollock also six negrose (inysllow Bharles, Peter, Fillis, Prisseys
Lucy, and Yack and their increase o150 one fe.thar bed and furniture
and thirty pounds in noney to him amd his heirs ferever, Item: I give
end devise unto my . deughter Fanny Ward one negro girl nemed Chancy am
her increese to her and heirs forever., Item; I give and devise unto
W granddaughter Hetsey, Jurratt one negro girl named Yian and her incress
te her and her heir: foraver. Item: T give and Beviae unto my grend
son ‘homes anderson fifty pounds in money. Item: I give and devisce unte

¥illiam ward the land that 1 purchnsed of James Goodwin to him andhuis
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I give and devise unto my wife Sgrah Jard, three

neire foref. Item:
negroes (in Will, Spencer and ‘a'ane,aluo I lend unto my wife four negroes(i~)

Gilley and Yiltert during her notural life and after

Sucky ,Charlea.
her decease, I desire that the said negroes and their increace may be
equally divided among my four youngest children that I had by my last
wife, and if any of said children wshould die befordtney come ofaje,
I desire that the rect of said chi.dren ghould have their estate e.uzlly
qivided among them al.o I give unto my wife ten cows and calves, tweniy
heed of ho_s , ten sheep, two horues,one called the Hobertson c.lt
end one cdaled Jpark and twe rfeathar beds and furniture also I lend unto
my wife all ‘the remainder of my hou:ehold and kitchen furniture alsec
2ll the working tools on this plantation whereon I now live during her
1ife and after hier decease the same to be equal ly divided among my
four youngest children also I lend unto my wife the use of the land =2nd
plantat ion whereon I now live unt il John Waord arrives to the age of twenty
one yearz and then for him te take the 2nid land and mill in possession
and hova the use and benefit of the same untill my zon Francis .prd
arrives to the age of twenty one years,also I lend unte my wife the uze
of ths land and plantation I purchosed of Jamuel Melton during her
natual life and 1 desire that my son Benjamin Vard may have the mill and
ksep the same in good repair and after supplying my wifes family with
bread corn ther:frcm that he may have the tenefit of the ame until my
son John tard arrives to the age of twanty one years . Item: I give unto
my scn denjamin Vard and my d-ughter Salley Avents all my notez of # and
and ook accounts Item: My will and desire is thot after my just debts
are paid and legacies herazin before menticned, thot all tkerest and
residue of my estnte may be equally divided among six of my children{.o
Benjaminard, Jalley Avent, John ward, alias Mathews, Francis vard, Fpnney
Ward and lathan Ward and I do appoint Archibald Davis, Benjamin Ward and
Jorn Harrison Executors of this my last wi'l and testament making void
all othar wills by me made . In witness wheresof I have hersunto set my
hand g.nd affixed my seal this twentieth day of October, in the year of our
Lord ons thousand eight hundred.
i.is
Francis x vard (Seal)

Signed,and sealed
in presnece of Nark

derk Pitt

Benjanin Blunt m
lisorge Gardner.

Joe Ward,

Nash County November Court, 1800

The foregoing will wus duly proven in open court by the ozth ef Sanjamin
Blunt ang Jeorge Gurdner two subscribing witneuses thereto andon - - tion
ordersd to b & racorded. Attest,Wm Hall ,0.C,

and 1s registered in obadience to the above order. *
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