' Glance At the History of Wesleyan College
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The 7th day of last January marked the
sixtieth anniversary of the opening of the
college.
. Time files 8o rapidly that it will be dif-
flcult for many to realize that nearly
three-quarters of a century has passed
since the opening day of this momentous
event ilu the history of woman’'s educa-
tion.

The occasion left such an impression
on the minds of the few surviving grad-
uates of Weslayan's first year that in re-
view the sixty-three .years which have
elapsed since the graduation event are
overlooked, and that day is recalled as
vividly by them as the events of yester-
day. A

Since Waeslayan's organization there
have been hundreds of fomale colleges es-
tablished throushout the country. Wes-

. leyan serves as & means aof comparison,

and in many respects these comparisons
have been decidedly faverable to Wesley-
an. This, too, in view of the fact that
‘Wesleyan was really the ploneer female
college on anything lfke a comprehensive
scale. Her, organizers were compelied to
travel along untried paths and to work
out the salvation and success of the un-
dertaking on methods which they were
obliged to originate. With Wesleyan the
educational world awoke to all her possi-
bilities, and thus does Wesleyan assume
her proper proportions among the greatest
educational factors of the world.

Resting as she does on a Christian foun-

‘dation the college glves every evidence

that education ts the only basis of true ex-
cellence and happiness, and since the days
when her doors were first opened her gift
to the world has been but a realization of
the good and the beautiful.

‘When a2 woman reaches the prime of life
something is expected of her. 1f she
hasn't smoothed off the rough edges of
her character, if her forces are not ma-
‘tured so that they bend as fine steel to the
pressure  of affairs, her case suggests a
sad failure. Not so is this of a body of
women who havé attained the best normal
development morahy and physically that
only the machine of life and lving can
give. Not so is it the case with a vast
and glorlous number of Wesleyan's daugh-
ters,
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The graduates of the college belng anx-
ious to revive the friendships formed in
thelr girlhood days, to inquirs into the
history of those with whom they mingled

By One of Her Bright Young Alumnae

in the past and to form a nucleus around
which many shall unite in the future, as
well a8 to contribute to the prosperity of
their alma mater, formed themselves in
1839 into an association known as the
Alumnae Association of Wesleyan Female
College.

These women never Jose sight of the |

o61d " collége or the dear friends far away,
no matter what life may mean to them.
Some of the sweetest memorles are those
which carry them back to earller days,
and there 1s always a tender spot In their
hearts for the days left behind. Much more
{8 this true when they pass from time to
sterfiity. Affection is not checked by age
nor ended with death. Eternity and time
are so mingled we cannot tell where the
one ends and the other begine.

Last year the alumnae turned over to
the president of the college $2,000 rajsed by
thern for endowment. This amount has
beeri investsd by their instructions in
Ww. F.C bonds. bearing 6 per cent.

The alumnas of the Atlanta chapter,
with Mrs. Peel ag thelr president, proposes
now to bring into thelr work a soctal fea-
turs by calling together once or twich a
year the members and having them enjoy
heart to heart chats of the good old days,
reviewing with tenderness and pride the
growth of old Wesleyan, her prosperity
ever turning our hopes upward and pour-
{ng into our lives the beautiful influence of
her existence, even as the sun floods the
earth and warms It until it smiles with
good results.

There are those who have zons from
this alumnae to a higher sphere, their
unseen hands are leading us, thelr good
cheer chasing away depression and filllng
us with a larger determination.

This 13 the work of Wesleyan alumnae.
We Hverin a measure for each other. This
is love that can light our way ‘‘through
the darkness of today' into the beauty
and glory of immortality.
"Alter 8o long an absencs, !

At last we meet agaln;

Does the meeting give us pleasure

Or does it give us pain?

‘We cordlally greet each other

1n fhe old familiar lone,

And we think, though we do not say it

How old and grey she's grown!

We speak of friends and théir fortunes

And of what they did and sald;

Til} the dead alone seem lving,
And the living alone seem dead!™
—BELLE ROBINSON BUTLER.
Atlanta, May ‘15, 1901
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- MRS, FRANK W. MATTOX, OF

Mr. Frank W. Mattox is well rememberad in At
ycara )

He 18 now a resident of London and holds a -
position with the great house of Burroughs, Welco
Leuise Lippincott, of London, whose picture is pre
Journal.

She 18 a waman of rare beauty and many aced!
in Woman's clupiwork in England.
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