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JOHNS HOPKINS

OHNS HOPKINS, founder of the Johns Hopkins Uni-

versity, was born in Anne Arundel county, Maryland, May
19, 1794. His given name, Johns, came from the old Mary-
land family of that name, of which he was a descendant. He
was of Quaker ancestry on both sides. His father, Samuel
Hopkins, was a farmer. His mother, Hannah (Janney) Hop-
kins, of the Virginia Janney family, was a woman of superior
intellect and will, and a guiding spirit of the Baltimore yearly
meeting of Friends.

Johns Hopkins spent his youth on the farm, attending
school in winter. At the age of seventeen he went to Balti-
more with his uncle, Gerard T. Hopkins, to learn the grocery
business. He developed ability, and when nineteen, the uncle
left the young man in charge of the business. The British
army was then in the neighborhood, but the young man in-
creased the business, notwithstanding the excitement and de-
rangement caused by the war. At the age of twenty-four he
had saved eight hundred dollars, and went into business for
himself, with his uncle’s indorsement, renting a small store
and forming a partnership with Benjamin P. Moore, under
the firm name of Hopkins and Moore. The firm was dis-
solved in 1822, and he associated with himself two of his
younger brothers, under the name of Hopkins and Brothers.
After remaining in this business for twenty-five years, and
having extended it into Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina,
and adjoining States, Mr. Hopkins retired in 1847, leaving
it in the hands of his brothers and two of their clerks.

Mr. Hopkins continued to manifest great interest in the
commercial life of the city of Baltimore. After the resigna-
tion of James Swan, he was elected president of the Merchants’
Bank of Baltimore, and filled this position until his death.

MD.—22
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Here he had many opportunities to favor young business men;
he aided those who showed the qualities of diligence, good
sense and integrity, and the liberality with which he thus lent
his credit to firms and individuals entitled him to general
gratitude. He was a stockholder in the First National, the
Mechanics’, Central, National Union, Citizens' and the
Farmers’ and Planters’ banks. He was a director of the Mer-
chants’ Mutual Marine Insurance Company, and a large stock-
holder in the George’s Creek Coal Company and the Mer-
chants’ and Miners’ Transportation Company. He was a
large stockholder in the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, be-
came a director in 1847, in 1855 was made chairman of the
finance committee, and was instrumental in sustaining the
credit of the company and in insuring the completion and suc-
cess of the road. When the road was embarrassed prior to
1857, because of internal dissensions and the financial crisis,
and was unable to provide for the heavy obligations arising
from extensions, Mr. Hopkins voluntarily endorsed the notes
of the company, thus risking his private fortune in the enter-
prise. Again, during the panic in the fall of 1873, he fur-
nished the company with nearly a million dollars in cash,
cnabling it to pay its interest. By these and similar actions,
by his means, personal efforts and credit, he was instrumental
in averting from Baltimore the financial disasters that swept
other cities in the panic of 1873. He was also interested in
supplying the wants of the growing commercial activity of
Baltimore, and erccted expensive buildings in suitable locali-
ties for warehouses and offices, among them being the Rialto,
and was director of the Baltimore Warehouse Company.
The great philanthropic work for which his name was
held in honor was based upon an incorporation formed at his
instance, on August 24, 1867, under a general statute, “For
the Promotion of Education in the State of Maryland.” These
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trustees organized, and it appeared on the death of the founder
that, after providing for his near kin, he had bequeathed the
bulk of his fortune to the two institutions which bear his
name, The Johns Hopkins University and the Johns Hopkins
Hospital. Each received an endowment of three and one-half
million dollars. The university received his country estate at
Clifton, consisting of three hundred and fifty acres of land,
fifteen thousand shares of the common stock of the Baltimore
and Ohio Railroad, with a par value of $1,500,000, and other
property valued at $750,000. The property assigned to the
hospital consisted of about one-half real estate and one-fourth
each of the bonds and stocks and bank stock; the income of
the two institutions was to be kept distinct. Mr. Hopkins
made provision for students from Maryland, Virginia and
North Carolina, in recognition of the fact that these three
States had contributed most materially to his financial suc-
cess in life. Few conditions were attached to the administra-
tion of the university. He wisely selected a board of trustees
who were liberal minded, with broad foresight and good busi-
ness capacity. The trustees on February 6, 1874, proceeded
to the organization of the work entrusted to them, prepared
an outline of the proposed institution, and elected the trustees
who had been selected by the founder. They were fortunate
in their choice of a president, Daniel C. Gilman, then presi-
dent of the University of California. He was chosen Decem-
ber 30, 1874; the work of organization was continued, and
the first students admitted in October, 1876. There had been
no attempt in the management of the university to evolve an
institution of first grade with a single effort. 'The university
as it is to-day is the product of time and brains. The college
and university work is sharply differentiated. At this time
little attention was given in this country to post-graduate work,
and original research was rare. This was now made the lead-
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ing feature of the Johns Hopkins University, and a three
years’ graduate course was established, leading to the degree
of Ph.D. An undergraduate or collegiate course was added
leading to the A.B. degree. The Johns Hopkins Hospital
was opened in 1889, and in 1893, in connection with it, a
medical school, which has achieved great reputation. Both
the hospital and the medical school are conducted under the
auspices of the university. Women are admitted to the med-
ical classes on the same conditions as men, Mary Garrett, of
Baltimore, having raised a special fund to enable the trustees
to do this. There are fifteen buildings in the hospital group,
which occupies a hill of thirty acres on Broadway, in East
Baltimore, not far from the manufacturing center of the city.
The hospital is said to be the finest in its appointments and
arrangements in the world. Although the hospital and the
university are distinct corporations under separate boards of
trustees, several members are common to both boards. These
boards have always worked in entire harmony with each other.
The working relations of the hospital to the medical depart-
ment of the university are so clearly set forth in the letter of
Johns Hopkins, are so thoroughly established in practice,
and are so definitely and unanimously agreed upon by the
two boards, that there can be no possibility that they will ever
be disturbed. The university and the hospital being thus
closely linked together through the medical school, which in
a sense belongs to each, there naturally follows a sharing of
the expense of maintenance of the school, those departments
of medical science which are not directly concerned with the
work of the hospital, such as anatomy, physiological chemis-
try and pharmacology, being sustained by the university from
the special revenues of the school, while those departments
which are indispensable for the conduct of the hospital, such
as pathology, medicine, surgery, gynzcology and obstetrics, are
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sustained in part from the endowment of the hospital, which
thus, in addition to the facilities for clinic instruction afforded,
is a direct contributor to the support of the medical school.
In order to maintain the highest degree of efficiency, the
professors in the Johns Hopkins Medical School are expected
to devote their energics to the work of teaching, of investiga-
tion and of hospital practice, and not to have professional
engagements outside the hospital otherwise than in a consult-
ing capacity. The patients in the hospital and the students in
the school are entitled to the first consideration and to the best
service in time, energy and thought on the part of the members
of the medical staff.

Mr. Hopkins also provided by will for a convalescent
hospital in a country neighborhood within eash reach of the
city, and a home in Baltimore county for colored children
having but one parent, and in exceptional cases for such other
children as might need assistance.

There are few points of interest and none of romance 1n
the life of Johns Hopkins. His property was acquired by
slow and sagacious methods. He led a prosaic and monoto-
nous life, the life of the business man, moving in the same
routine day after day. He bought a large library and many oil
paintings, but he did not live in costly fashion; he never mar-
ried, and had no immediate family. The significance of his
life lies in the fact that he labored to accumulate a fortune
with a direct and definite object in view—to do good to his
fellowmen. He died in Baltimore, December 24, 1873.




REVERDY JOHNSON

REVERDY JOHNSON was born at Annapolis, Maryland,

May 21, 1796, and was the son of John Johnson, a leading
lawyer and eminent jurist, who filled the offices of Attorney-
General, Judge of the Court of Appeals, and Chancellor of
Maryland. His mother’s maiden name was Ghiselin, and her
father Reverdy Ghiselin, was the commissioner of the land
office of Maryland. Miss Ghiselin was a noted beauty, as
well as a woman of rare intellectual powers.

Reverdy Johnson entered school at the early age of six
years—the primary department of St. John’s College—and
graduated at the close of his collegiate course in 1812, at the
age of sixteen. He began the study of law with his father,
and was for a time a student under Judge Stephen. He was
admitted to the bar in 1815, and began the practice of law in
Prince George county next year. Itis promising to all young
law practitioners to know that when this afterward great, com-
petent and self-possessed lawyer delivered his first speech
before a jury, he was so embarrassed that he made an utter
failure. The Attorney-General of the State appointed him
one of his deputies for Prince George county, an oftice equiva-
lent to that of the present State’s attorneyship. Though so
young, he performed these duties in a most creditable manner.

In 1817 Mr. Johnson removed to Baltimore and began
to practice for himself, unaided by the fees of a public office.
Here he met with success, and his talents attracted the atten-
tion of the public along the line of its general welfare, and
he was elected to the State Senate in 1821, under the old
system of a senatorial electoral college. He at once distin-
guished himself by his brave, intelligent and comprehensive
discussion of public matter—characteristics that marked his
public and professional career throughout life. He knew
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Federal issues as well as he understood the narrower limita-
tions of State politics. His professional career had brought
Mr. Johnson in contact with Robert Goodloe Harper, William
Pinkney, Luther Martin, Roger B. Taney and others, “who
had already made the bar of Maryland famous.” It was
during this period that Mr. Johnson was elected State Re-
porter to the Court of Appeals, and in conjunction with
Thomas Harris published seven volumes of reports, embrac-
ing the cases from 1800 to 1827.

Mr. Johnson was re-elected to the Maryland Senate in
1826, served two years, and then resigned to devote himself
to his profession, in which he speedily reached “a rank and
reputation unsurpassed at the American bar.” He was fre-
quently before the Supreme Court in important cases, and his
professional abilities were often in demand in distant parts of
the United States and even in England and France. In 1845
he was elected as a Whig to the United States Senate and
served until 1849. Already Reverdy Johnson had made his
mark as a most independent character, disregarding at all
times the partisan interest of the organization to which he
belonged, when the superior demands of his country called
for patriotic action. In 1833 he met with a serious and pain-
ful accident. Henry A. Wise, of Virginia, had challenged
John Stanley, a member from North Carolina, to fight a duel,
and Mr. Johnson was one of Mr. Wise’s seconds. While
practicing for the affray, a ball struck a tree, rebounded, and
struck Mr. Johnson in the left eye, destroying its sight.

Mr. Johnson, as a member of the United States Senate,
at once reached a high standing, and particularly on account
of his courage against the general sentiment of the Whig
party, to which he belonged, in supporting the Mexican War.
On the accession of General Taylor to the presidency, Mr.
Johnson was made Attorney-General, under date of March



344 GENEALOGICAL AND MEMORIAL

7, 1849, and he was continued by President Fillmore until
July 20, 1850. In 1854 Mr. Johnson was employed by English
claimants to argue a case in London before an Anglo-Ameri-
can commission. During his residency of several months in
England he was received wtih great courtesy by th Harristers
and judges, and left a fame that had not been forgotten when
he returned fourteen years afterward as the representative
of the United States at the Court of St. James. Mr. Johnson
was opposed to the proscriptive principles of the Know-Noth-
ing party, and that led him into the ranks of the Democrats,
and he became a supporter of Buchanan for the presidency.
Four years later he favored the election of Stephen A. Douglas.

At the outbreak of the Civil War, Mr. Johnson was a
member of the Peace Congress of 1861, which endeavored
to avert the horrors of internecine strife. When that failed
he took a decided stand for the war, in support of the Federal
Government. In 1862, then being a member of the Maryland
Legislature from Baltimore county, he was re-elected to the
United States Senate, where he supported the conduct of the
war, and at its conclusion favored an immediate readmission
of the Southern States to the Union. During the war he
participated in all the great debates of the Senate, and always
opposed harsh and retaliatory measures toward the South.
Sometimes his position led him to vote with the Democrats
and sometimes with the Republicans. He voted in 1864 for
the constitutional amendment to abolish slavery.

While he opposed the military reconstruction of the
South, yet, when the President vetoed the first reconstruction
bill he voted for it on its return to the Senate, because he was
convinced that the Southern people could secure no better
terms. During his senatorship he was made the umpire, by
the Government, of question that had grown out of the Civil
War at New Orleans. In 1868 he was appointed by Presi-
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dent Johnson to be Minister to England, and was confirmed
by the Senate. He resigned his seat as Senator and repaired
to England, where he received honors and attentions that had
never been accorded to any American minister before. Among
the quest’ !ms arising at that time was the settlement of the
Alabama ¢laims of the United States against England. This
received masterly management at the hands of Mr. Johnson,
and he negotiated the Johnson-Clarendon treaty, which was
defeated as a purely party measure by the Senate. This treaty
obtained for our Government all it ever secured in this matter,
and 1t settled its Alabama claims on the basis laid down in
the treaty made in Mr. Johnson’s mission.

In 1869 General Grant became president and recalled
Mr. Johnson. He was now seventy-three years old, but he
returned to his law practice with a vigor of body and energy
of mind worthy of a youth. In 1872 Mr. Johnson supported
Horace Greeley for president. His practice now was large
and important, and his reputation as a great constitutional
lawyer unrivaled. His arguments are deemed to be among
the best expositions of our organic law, and “it may be said
that he will live in American history as one of the foremost
expounders of the Constitution.”

He was a ready and accommodating public speaker. On
many an important public occasion his voice was heard for
the public weal, and he appeared in all the harrassing cares
of his profession or onerous duties of public life, always to
have time to serve his fellow-citizens as the orator in their
public gatherings. May 2, 1844, when the Whig party rati-
fied the nomination of Henry Clay for president in the mon-
strous meeting in Baltimore on that date, Reverdy Johnson
was one of the speakers. On Saturday, May 23, 1846, at the
outbreak of the Mexican War, an immense ‘“‘war meceting”’
was held in Monument Square. Sam Houston, Senator from
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Texas, was introduced, after Mr. Johnson had delivered a
patriotic and eloquent address in favor of the war with
Mexico. An immense meeting was held in Monument
Square on May 3, 1848, to give expression to public sentiment
in approval of the recent revolution in France, and Reverdy
Johnson was one of the speakers. January 10, 1861, he was
orator at a meeting held at the Maryland Institute, favorable
to the perpetuation of the Union of the States. In 1860,
July 12th, the eleventh festival of the Northwestern Saenger-
bund commenced in Baltimore. On the 14th there was a
grand picnic at the Schuetzen Park, at which Reverdy John-
son made an address. On many an occasion the superior abili-
ties of this eminent lawyer and distinguished statesman were
at the command of his fellow-citizens, who gave honor to the
prophet, even in his own country.

Mr. Johnson died February ro, 1876. He was in Ann-
apolis to appear as counsel in an important case in the Court
of Appeals. Governor Carroll invited him to dinner at the
executive mansion. Here he was the central figure, and
charmed all present by the brilliancy of his conversation and
his delightful fund of wit, humor and anecdote. His spirits
never left him. During the evening he left the company. He
was found shortly afterward in the area of the Governor’s
mansion, between the upper end of the garden and the house,
where he had fallen a distance of four or five feet. He was
then unconscious, with a wound on his head. He never re-
turned to consciousness, and died in a few hours, some attribut-
ing his death to apoplexy.




ARTHUR PUE GORMAN

RTHUR PUE GORMAN was born in Woodstock,
Howard county, Maryland, March 11, 1839. He went
to the public schools of his county until the age of thirteen,
when he became a page in the United States Senate, through
the influence of Senator Stephen A. Douglas, he was made
postmaster of the Senate, and served until September, 1866,
when he was appointed a revenue collector in Maryland, hold-
ing the office until March, 1869, when General Grant became
President, when he was removed. He was chosen director of
the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company in June of the same
year, and later was made president.

He was elected a member of the Maryland House of
Delegates as a Democrat in 1870 and 1871, and was a member
and speaker in 1872. He was elected a State Senator from
Howard county in 1875 and 1879, and United States Senator
in 1880, and was twice re-elected. At the age of fifty-two
Senator Gorman was recognized as one of the most conspicu-
ous political leaders in this country, alike as a wise manager
and broad statesman. In several great national conflicts he
proved his exceptional capacity for leadership. Although
handicapped by limited book schooling, by wide and studious
reading and practical experience from youth with the national
methods of legislation, by observant intercourse and associa-
tion with the ablest men of the nation in the Senate and House,
and through a long and varied personal service in the highest
State and National councils, he was enabled to secure a knowl-
edge of public affairs that so disciplined his native gifts for
government administration as to make him one of the most
sagacious and practical statesmen of his time. His power
and skill in the vast and difficult chess game of politics were
extraordinary, and were “remarkably shown in crucial con-
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tests. 'The election of Grover Cleveland as a Democratic
President after his party’s defeat for a quarter of a century,
and the failure of the election bill, that Republican partisan
measure, in the Fifty-first Congress, through Mr. Gorman’s
cool and able agency, were two crowning examples of his
signal capacity as a manager. He clearly proved his title to
rank as the most astute and consummate party administrator
of his party in the nation. To a thorough equipoise of temper
and command of his faculties under any pressure, he added an
unfailing readiness of resource and wisdom of plan equal to
any call. Courage, self-reliance, honesty and clean ways
marked his management, inspired respect and won triumphs.
In the famous Pittsburgh riots, when he was president of the
canal company, a place of immense party responsibility and
patronage, his sagacity enabled him to settle the difficulty. He
was a speaker of clearness and force, with a voice of peculiar
distinctness and metallic resonance. A master of parliamen-
tary law and constitutional principle, and exhaustive student
of the subjects of legislation, a calm, sententious and powerful
debater, both fearless and judicious, using gentleness and
aggressiveness as the occasion demanded, avoiding errors either
of impulse or unpreparedness, Senator Gorman impressed
himself strikingly upon National matters. His name was
almost universally and spontaneously in the public mind for
years, and was voiced in the press of the land for the
presidency.

Senator Gorman died in the middle of his third Sena-
torial term, in Washington City, June 4, 1906, and his remains
were interred at Laurel, Maryland.




SEVERN TEACKLE WALLIS

EVERN TEACKLE WALLIS was born in Baltimore,

September 8, 1916, and was the second son of Philip and
Elizabeth Custis Teackle Wallis. His mother was the daugh-
ter of Severn Teackle, of Talbot county, Maryland. Philip
Wallis, the father of Severn Teackle, was the only child of
Samuel Wallis, of Kent county, who settled there in the
eighteenth century.

Severn Teackle Wallis received a collegiate education at
St. Mary’s College, which, in 1841, conferred upon him the
degree of LL.D. He graduated in 1832 with the degree
of A.B., at the age of sixteen, and obtained his M.A. degree
two years later. He commenced his legal studies with William
Wirt and finished them with John Glenn, in 1837. Mr. Wallis
was graduated in the law at nineteen, and permitted to prac-
tise it, though he could not formally enter the bar until he
reached his majority.

His knowledge of Spanish obtained for him, in 1843,
membership in the Royal Academy of History of Madrid.
In 1846 he was made a Fellow of the Royal Society of North-
ern Antiquaries of Copenhagen. In 1847 he made a trip to
Spain and published “Glimpses of Spain; or, Notes of an
Unfinished Tour.” In 1849 he paid a second visit to Spain,
holding a commission from the Secretary of the Interior “to
report upon the titles of public lands in Florida as affected
by Spanish grants during the pendency of negotiations with
this country in 1819.” He wrote on his return: “Spain: Her
Institutions, Politics and Public Men.” He made visits to
Europe in 1856 and 1884.

The friend and cotemporary of Reverdy Johnson and
John Nelson, he had early reached the very forefront of the
profession of his State and Nation. He was frequently before
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the Court of Appeals of Maryland and the Supreme Court
of the United States. His powers of description, his biting
wit and profound learning, coupled with his undaunted cour-
age, invested even the most unimportant questions of law that
he argued with the most entertaining and agreeable attire of
forensic and oratorial drapery.

In politics Mr. Wallis was a patriot before he was a
partisan, and whenever he espoused a cause, he did it with
all the ardor of a brave and ardent nature. His first inquiry
was, “Was it right?” That settled, all other questions were
relegated to the rear while he unsheathed his keen and spotless
blade of war. Unfortunate was the opponent who crossed
swords with him: he was a swordsman as strong to defend as
he was powerful in attack.

Mr. Wallis entered politics as a Whig, but when the
prospective Know-Nothing clan sprang from the ashes of the
party of Clay and Webster, Mr. Wallis went boldly into the
ranks of his old Democratic antagonists. In 1857 he was
offered by President Buchanan the position of United States
District Attorney, but declined it. In 1858 he wrote the
reform address, which movement led to the election of a
Democratic Legislature and the reforms of 1860, when the
police force of Baltimore was placed under the State control
and a reform city government established. He supported
these measures before the Court of Appeals, which deter-
mined their legality.

In 1861 Mr. Wallis was one of that large body of influen-
ttal Marylanders who hoped and acted to prevent the Civil
War. After the riot of the 19th of April, Mr. Wallis was
one of a committee to visit President Lincoln to try to stop
the passage of troops through Baltimore. When the special
election for members of the Legislature took place in the
spring of 1861, Mr. Wallis was elected a member from Balti-
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more city and was made the chairman of the Committee on
Federal Relations. He reported on order that “the House
of Delegates had no power to pass an ordinance of secession.”
In May he reported an order for commissioners to visit the
President to secure the opening of communications with the
North. He also further reported that it was “inexpedient
to call a convention to consider secession.” This order that
the House adopted, should have settled with the Government,
for the time at least, the intentions of the House; but not so.
On the night of September 12th Mr. Wallis was arrested by
the order of General John A. Dix, United States Army. Soon
afterward other members of the Legislature were scized.
While the Legislature of Maryland had taken no steps to
inaugurate secession, it had tried, against the overwhelming
odds of the Government, to vindicate the rights of the State.
Mr. Wallis, as the chairman of the Committee on Federal
Relations, was the chief exponent of the State’s views and the
champion of its privileges. He wrote the report of the Com-
mittee on Federal Relations, a most trenchant and convincing
arraignment of the administration for its usurpations of power.
The feeling against this report was manifested by the Federal
soldiers burning thirty thousand copics of it at Frederick that
the State had ordered to be printed. Conveyed to Fortress
Monroe, transferred to Fort Lafayette, and thence to Fort
Warren, Mr. Wallis remained a prisoner until 1862, reso-
lutely refusing to take any and all oaths offered him as a
precedent qualification for his liberty. At last the prison
doors opened without conditions, and Mr. Wallis was again
a free man.

Though debilitated by his long imprisonment, Mr. Wallis
returned to the profession he graced with ardor and success,
and the best efforts with his pen and his most important
labors for political reform in the State were made at this
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period and continued until his death. In passing from the
stormy days of the Civil War, it is curious to note that Mr.
Wallis, like a famous prisoner of old, never had any accusa-
tion laid against him why he was arrested, and he and the
other members of the Legislature never knew, beyond sus-
picion, why they had been incarcerated in military prisons.

Mr. Wallis was impelled to a public life by a high sense
of duty to the young men—the obligation of setting them an
example of, and encouraging them to show, independence in
political action. He accepted the presidency of the Civil
Service Reform and the Reform League, which positions he
relinquished only at his death. He was the candidate, in
1875, of the Independent and Republican parties for Attorney-
General. That he was elected was no question. The men
who robbed the people of their choice, years afterward, con-
fessed their crime; but, as in Mr. Tilden’s case, another man
than the one who had been elected took the office of Attorney-
General. His celebrated letters in that campaign are amongst
the choicest of the choice polemics of Maryland’s famous
political campaigns, both of Colonial and Republican periods.
Mr. Wallis’s addresses number amongst them :

Valedictory before the School of Medicine, 1868.

Address upon George Peabody.

Address to the Law Class of the University of Maryland.

Address upon the unveiling of the statue of Robert Brooke
Taney, 1872.

Address on the Lee Memorial Association, 1875.

The address of Mr. Wallis on George Peabody was re-
peated by request of the Legislature before that body in 1870.
In 1844, he delivered a lecture “On the Philosophy of His-
tory and Some of Its Popular Errors.” Amongst his poems
are: “Blessed Hand,” “The Last of the Hours,” “Truth and
Reason,” “The Spectre of Colalto,” “In Fort Warren,”
“Henon,” “God’s Acre,” and “Midnight.”
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Mr. Wallis was a lover of home, books and friends. A
Wallis Memorial Association, in 1896, published a memorial
edition of his works. His State included him in the group
of her distinguished sons of the legal profession, which is to
be chiseled in the frieze of the Supreme Court Room of the
new Court House in Baltimore. Mr. Wallis did not marry.
He died April 11, 1894.

MD.—3?



ROSS WINANS

R()SS WINANS, famous as an inventor, particularly in the

line of locomotive engines, was born at Vernon, New
Jersey, in October, 1796. Nothing is told of his early life
or education; but he became a farmer and displayed inventive
talent by making a new plow. From this time he devoted him-
self to the study of mechanism, more particularly that of rail-
roads. He invented the friction wheel for cars and the out-
side bearing on axles, now used altogether by the railways
of this country. He also invented the eight-wheel car system.

In 1830 he removed to Baltimore, Maryland, and subse-
quently the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company, recog-
nizing his ability, sent him to England under instructions to
study the railway systems of that country. He remained a
year, gaining information which proved of the greatest im-
portance not only to the Baltimore and Ohio Company, but
to railroad enterprise in general throughout the country. He
constructed the first locomotive which was successfully used
on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and he invented the
style of locomotive known as the “camel-back.” He organized
the great railway machine shops of Baltimore, the largest in
the country, and with the assistance of his sons managed them
with great success. Being invited by the Russian Government
to build the rolling stock for the Moscow and St. Petersburg
Railroad, in 1843, he declined the proposition in favor of his
two sons. In 1858 he and his son Thomas constructed the
first of the so-called cigar steamers. In a circular issued at
that time, this was described as being wholly of iron, and the
length “is more than eleven times its breadth of beam, being
sixteen feet broad and one hundred and eighty feet long.”
Others were built in England by his son, but they were not
successful. At the time of the Civil War he was also an
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inventor of a cannon which was put to use by the Confederates
but which proved to be of no lasting worth.

Mr. Winans was an active Democrat; he strongly favored
the Southern Confederacy during the Civil War. In 1861
he represented Baltimore in the extra session of the Maryland
Legislature. For a time he was imprisoned in Fort McHenry,
on account of his opposition to the Federal Government. He
made a number of selections from the works of eminent writers
on scientific topics, and himself published a number of pamph-
lets on religious subjects.

His wife, Julia Winans, died May 24, 1850. His two
sons, Thomas De Kay and William L. Winans, inherited his
mechanical genius. Mr. Winans died in Baltimore, Mary-

land, April 11, 1877.
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WINFIELD SCOTT SCHLEY

INFIELD SCOTT SCHLEY was born in Frederick
county, Maryland, October 9, 1839, son of John Thomas
and Georgiana Schley. He was graduated from the Naval
Academy in 1860, and was assigned to the frigate “Niagara.”
In 1861 he was made master, and sent to the store-ship “Poto-
mac,” at Ship Island. In 1862-63 he served in the West Gulf
blockading squadron, and fought a field battery on the Missis-
sippi river at Port Hudoon, Louisiana, and during this time
was promoted to lieutenant. In 1864-66 he was with the
Pacific squadron, distinguishing himself during an insurrec-
tion of Chinese coolies on the Chincha Islands, and in San
Salvador in the protection of American persons and property
during a revolution. In 1866 he was made lieutenant-com-
mander, and for three years was an instructor in languages
at the Naval Academy. In 1870 and for three years he was
on the China station, and led the assaulting column against
the forts on the Sulee river. In 1873-76 he was again on the
instructional staff at the Naval Academy, meantime being
advanced to the rank of commander. In 1877, commanding
the “Essex,” he rescued a shipwrecked company on Tristan
d’Acunha Island. He was lighthouse inspector, 1880-83, and
in the latter year was attached to the bureau of equipment.
Perhaps the most notable achievement of Commodore
Schley was his search for Greely and his exploring in the
Arctic regions, in 1884. Greely, with twenty-five men, had
sailed from St. Johns, Newfoundland, in June, 1881, and dis-
appeared from view. Two ineffectual attempts had been made
to find the party, when Schley (then a commander) volun-
teered to make an attempt, and on May 12, 1884, he sailed
from St. Johns with three vessels, and, overcoming what would
have been regarded by a less courageous soul as insuperable
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difficulties, in the Jast part of June he found seven of the sur-
vivors, in an awful condition, their only sustenance for weeks
having been water in which had been boiled strips of their
sealskin garments. The survivors were safely brought home,
and also the bodies of nine of their dead companions. In
honor of his humane and hazardous achievement, Commander
Schley received from the State of Maryland the thanks of its
Legislature, and a gold watch, and from the Massachusetts
Humane Society, a gold medal of the first class, and the land
near which he had made the rescue was named Schleyland.
From 1885 to 1889, Schley (now captain) was at the head of
the Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting. In 1889-91 he
commanded the “Baltimore” during the difficulties with Chili,
and later was sent to Sweden with the remains of the famous
John Ericsson; and for this service received from King
Oscar a gold medal. In 1892 he served again as lighthouse
inspector, and commanded a cruiser from 1895 to 1897, when
he became chairman of the lighthouse board. In February,
1898, he was promoted to commodore.

At the outbreak of the Spanish-American War, Commo-
dore Schley was ordered to the “Brooklyn,” as commander of
the Flying Squadron. Then followed the operations about
Cienfuegos and Santiago, and Schley’s discovery of the Span-
ish fleet in the latter harbor, and the conflict, in which the
four Spanish vessels were run aground under the fire from
the Americans. Commodore Schley was absent at the outset,
but arrived before the action was over. Schley’s early move-
ments were criticized in some quarters, but he was exculpated
by an examining board, and the popular verdict was most
favorable to him. Promoted to rear-admiral, at the close of
the war, he was made a member of the military commission
in Porto Rico, and, this duty discharged, he returned home
and was received in several principal cities with the highest
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honor, and was made the recipient of various valuable gifts—
a gold and jeweled sword at Philadelphia, from the people of
Pennsylvania; and another by citizens of New York; and a
gold medal set with jewels by the people of Maryland, the
Governor of the State making the presentation. In 1885, in
collaboration with Professor James R. Soley, U. S. N, he
wrote “The Rescue of Greely.”

Commodore Schley married, at Annapolis, Maryland, in
1863, Anna Rebecca, daughter of George E. Franklin, and to
them were born three children: Lieutenant Thomas Franklin
Schley, U. S. A.; Virginia Wortley, and Dr. Winfield Scott
Schley. He died suddenly on the street in New York City,
October 2, 1911, and his remains were interred at Washing-
ton, D. C.




JOHN WORK GARRETT

ONG prominent among those who have made a permanent
impress upon the history of Baltimore are the Garretts,
and the influence of their leadership and enterprise has ex-
tended over a large part of the United States. Their activities
include the creation of a great banking business, the develop-
ment of one of the leading railway systems reaching from the
Mississippi to the Atlantic tidewater, the establishment of
foreign steamship lines, the building of modern terminals, the
increase in mining, manufacturing and agriculture, the encour-
agement of the arts, and the extension of cducation on ad-
vanced lines. So long as Baltimore continues to be a com-
mercial and industrial city, and so long as it remains a center
of education, the results of the foresight and energy and broad
initiative of the Garretts must be appreciated. Of sturdy
qualities, full of the pioneering spirit, reverential and con-
scientious, staunch upholders of the Presbyterian faith, and
eager for achievement, the members of this family projected
upon the entire community a force that has been felt for
generations, and that has been rich in its consequences to the
larger life of the city, State and Nation.

John Garrett, the first of this famous family to emigrate
to America, was a native of the North of Ireland. He mar-
ried Margaret MacMechen, born in Scotland. John Garrett
was taken ill during the voyage to America, and died before
land was reached. His widow and their children continued
the journey to Cumberland county, Pennsylvania, where they
settled. Mrs. Garrett bought a farm and cultivated it suc-
cessfully. In 1798 she removed to Washington county, Penn-
sylvania, and bought another farm, and on this her children
grew to maturity.

Robert Garrett, son of John and Margaret (Mac-
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Mechen) Garrett, was born at Lisburn, County Down, Ire-
land, May 2, 1783, and died February 4, 1857. In him and
his descendants have been united the vigorous traits of this
Irish and Scotch ancestry. He was seven years old when his
family came to America, and the early death of his father
made him a close helpmate of his mother even at that tender
age. For nine years he worked on the farm in Cumberland
county, and afterwards on the other farm in Washington
county, and then at the age of sixteen joined his elder brother
in a trading expedition among the Indians. They followed the
Monongahela river to its junction with the Ohio. Owing
to the intense cold they were obliged to pass the winter in an
Indian hut at Marietta, which in later years became the
eastern terminus of the Marietta & Cincinnati Railroad. They
were well treated by the Indians, and exchanged their goods
for various kinds of furs. They reached home in the spring,
satisfied with the results of their trip. Close to the scene of
this first trading expedition, the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad
later built an iron bridge across the Ohio river, a son of Mr.
Garrett being president of the company. The success of the
trading expedition was of great value to Mr. Garrett, for it
directed his attention to the West and Southwest and their
opportunities, and inspired the work that was to make him a
large factor in their development. Shortly after the opening
of the nineteenth century he moved to Baltimore, and was a
clerk in the produce and commission house of Patrick Dins-
more, in which capacity he remained some four years, when
he became a partner in the firm of Wallace & Garrett, which
continued up to the year 1812, when it was dissolved. Here
he gained further experience in the handling of Western trade.
Mr. Garrett removed to Middletown, Washington county,
Pennsylvania, and entered into business there, but returned to
Baltimore about 1820 and engaged in commercial pursuits.
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He opened a business on Franklin street, and later removed to
Howard street, between Fayette and Lexington streets, which
was headquarters for the Western and country trade. The
experience he had gained in the West was of great benefit to
him in his new and broader undertaking, especially in the
judgment of distances and the best modes of shipment. He
soon became a power in the wholesale grocery, produce, com-
mission and forwarding business, to which he devoted him-
self. He was in competition with some of the oldest and
strongest local firms, but he was able to more than hold his
own and found a specialty in which he was casily first. This
was the serving of the Western trade by better facilities. He
made shipments by pack horses over the Allegheny Moun-
tains, and later by fast wagon trains arranged to run by day
and by night over turnpikes and plank roads and connect with
the Pennsylvania canal for Pittsburgh. The fostering of this
Western trade had its influence upon the foreign trade of
Baltimore. Increased demands from the West necessitated
larger importations, and Mr. Garrett established direct com-
munication with the East and West Indies and with South
America for goods especially suited for the West, and also
with the most important ports of Europe for the exportation
of American products. He became the American agent for
large shipowners of this country and Great Britain, and in
due time he was considered one of the most prominent and
substantial merchants and shippers of Baltimore. In those
early days transportation for men and wares was done by
pack-horse, wagon and stage coach. Other ports had better
highways and were nearer the sea than Baltimore, and Mr.
Garrett realized that Baltimore’s hope of competition with
the superior facilities of its rivals lay in the establishment of
the best possible connections with the West. So this idea he
held forth and advocated on every possible occasion. From
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1820 to 1825 he was active in the support of the movement,
then just gaining headway, for quicker service between Balti-
more and the growing western country. This plan was the
precursor of what is today the indispensable Baltimore & Ohio
Railroad. Mr. Garrett, when the railroad project began to
assume shape, threw to its support all his influence and enthu-
siasm, and it is a fine chapter of family purpose and zeal that
tells how his son was the chief instrumentality in securing for
the western land the transportation facilities which he had
urged with such clear vision and with such unfaltering reso-
lution.

The firm of Robert Garrett & Sons was formed about the
year 1839, and its first location was 34 North Howard street.
The new firm, to which the sons of Mr. Garrett were admitted,
had connections with the largest financial and exporting houses
in London, Belfast, Dublin, and other important points of
Europe, and handled a steadily increasing part of the mer-
cantile and financial transactions of the times. In the course
of years the firm confined itself exclusively to the banking
business, and although the membership of the firm has
changed, the name has remained the same, and the prestige
of the house has been faithfully maintained. As Mr. Garrett’s
wealth increased, he contributed more and more to the welfare
and advancement of the city in which he had made his home.
Many instances of the enlightened policy of his bank might
be cited, but one will serve to show the sentiment which guided
him. In the financial troubles of 1853 the securities of the
Central Ohio Railroad were excluded from sale in New York.
The road was important to Baltimore, and the firm of Robert
Garrett & Sons furnished the funds necessary to support it
over its greatest difliculties, without thought of personal gain,
but solely because they considered it a matter of necessity for
Baltimore’s Western trade. Mr. Garrett was one of the earliest
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advocates of the building of the Connellsville route, later put
through by his son, holding that it was the best and shortest
line to the West. In fact, through all his work and in all his
years of effort and public spirit he used his arguments and his
financial success to bring about the facilities to the West which
he had early seen would be so vital to the growth and life of
Baltimore.

Mr. Garrett’s business interests became many and varied.
He entered loyally into the active development of the city. He
was a director of the Baltimore Water Company, the Balti-
more Gas Company, the Baltimore Shot Tower Company,
and the Savings Bank of Baltimore. In 1836 he was one of the
organizers of the Western (now Western National) Bank,
serving as a director until his death, and being succeeded by
his son, his grandson and his great-grandson. In 1847 he was
one of the leading spirits in the establishment of the Eutaw
Savings Bank of Baltimore. He became one of its directors,
and gave it his personal service, which continued until he died.
He purchased the Eutaw House in 18435, and made it a hotel
of the first rank. Five years later he bought the Wheatfield
Inn, on Howard street, and replaced it by a new hotel on the
site of the present New Howard Hotel. In order to draw
more western trade to Baltimore he saw there must be good
accommodations for the visitors, and so he built these new
hotels to increase the commercial opportunities of the grow-
ing city.

In 1850, after the close of the Mexican War, he became
interested in California. In association with others he built
the “Monumental City,” which was the largest ocean steam-
ship that had ever been constructed in Baltimore, for traffic
between Baltimore and San Francisco. The harbor of Balti-
more had not then been dredged to its present depth, and
there was considerable difficulty in handling the new ship.
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Robert Garrett married, on May 19, 1817, Elizabeth,
born September 18, 1791, died July 17, 1877, daughter of
Henry Stouffer, for many years a prominent merchant of Bal-
timore, and a member of the City Council. Mrs. Garrett was
a woman of most estimable character, devoted to her home and
family, yet finding time for many charities and good deeds.
In 1824 she was one of the organizers of the Society for the
Relief of the Indigent Sick, and at the semi-centennial cele-
bration of this institution she was one of the two surviving
founders. The idea upon which this society was established
were the basis of the organization of the Baltimore Associa-
tion for the Improvement of the Condition of the Poor.
Among the children of Mr. and Mrs. Garrett were: Henry
S., born March 6, 1818, died October 10, 1867, unmarried;
John Work, a sketch of whose life follows; Elizabeth B., born
July 25, 1827, married, July, 1892, Dr. E. H. White.

Mr. Garrett’s life was of rare usefulness to Baltimore.
His clear and far-seeing mind grasped the problems of the
future, and the boldness of operation in his projects was
matched only by the indomitable perseverance which carried
his undertakings to success. He had a wonderful capacity for
judging the merits and motives of men, a genius for details,
patience and respect for the opinions of others, a large view of
life, and an unfailing self-reliance. He had no pleasure
greater than uniting with his wife in doing good and in fur-
thering the welfare of the people of Baltimore. To charity
and religion he gave prompt and liberal support. He was a
splendid type of the American citizen whose interests are
broad, who won success by honorable enterprise, who recog-
nized the responsibilities of wealth, and who left a heritage
of power and purpose for the city which he loved and which
he did so much to advance.

John Work Garrett, son of Robert and Elizabeth (Stouf-
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fer) Garrett, was born in Baltimore, Maryland, July 31, 1820,
and died at Deer Park, Garrett county, Maryland, September
26, 1884. After what has been said of Robert Garrett it would
seem somewhat embarrassing to claim for his son a larger
fame, and yet it is not inconsistent, for the son was the com-
plement of the father, and what the father saw the son accom-
plished in a way that gave him recognition and reputation
throughout the world. In the effect upon the development
and progress of Baltimore, the services of John Work Garrett,
especially in connection with the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad,
possessed a value which is simply incalculable. No other
American ever did more for his city.

His early education was in the schools of Baltimore and
this was supplemented by a course in Lafayette College, at
Easton, Pennsylvania. He was a student there in 1834 and
1835, but he did not graduate. He is recorded as a non-
graduate of the class of 1838. In 1865 he received the honor-
ary degree of Master of Arts from the college, and in 1866 he
was a member of the board of examiners of the Pardee
Scientific Department of Lafayette College. He pre-
sented a valuable papyrus-scroll to the college library.
From college he entered his father’s business, and became a
partner in the firm at the age of nineteen. From the first he
showed himself to be a man of prodigious energy and of live
interest in vital things. He had the faculty of applied intelli-
gence, and he inherited from his father an abundance of rug-
ged determination. He had great natural ability for banking,
and gradually the entire management of the bank’s affairs de-
volved upon him and his brother. Under their enterprise
and vigilance the business was rapidly extended, and it be-
came the American agency of George Peabody & Company,
of London, and of other large and well-known firms of
Europe, and attained rank as one of the most influential insti-
tutions of the United States.
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From his early youth, Mr. Garrett had seen opportuni-
ties in the development of transportation, and as far as lay
in his power had made a personal study of conditions; he
realized that with a great continent and a growing population
the question would become one of the most tremendous and
far-reaching the nation had to solve. He particularly con-
sidered Baltimore, and argued that with its geographical loca-
tion it should be a leader in railway traffic. After mature
deliberation he began to buy shares in the Baltimore & Ohio
Railroad, and this was the beginning of a connection that was
to endure throughout his life. The Baltimore & Ohio had
many difficulties to contend with, not least of which was the
competition of the Chesapeake & Ohio canal. Obstacles had
to be overcome, extensions made, improvements inaugurated,
and most of this had to be pioneer work. There were few
precedents worth bothering about or worth following. Even
before his election as a director, in October, 1857, Mr. Garrett
had been considering original lines of thought and policy, and
when he spoke those in control of the road listened. At that
time politics controlled the company, and in his first speech
as a director, Mr. Garrett was so radical and definite and the
impression he created was so deep, that the political power
in the management of the road was at once curtailed and the
benefits were welcomed by those interested in the true welfare
and progress of the company. Johns Hopkins, the famous
merchant and philanthropist, was so taken with Mr. Garrett’s
plan that upon his motion Mr. Garrett was made president.
This was November 17, 1858, and president of the Baltimore
& Ohio Railroad, John Work Garrett remained until his
death, twenty-six years later.

He went into the presidency of the company in a year
of financial difficulties, but he lost no time in introducing
economies and business methods, with the result that his first
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annual report showed a gain in net earnings. From that year
the success of the road continued. It had, of course, its periods
of stress, and when Mr. Garrett was dead, the finance com-
mittee of the company placed on record this fact: “More
than once did John W. Garrett come to the rescue of the
Baltimore & Ohio Company with his whole private fortune,
and but for his courage and public spirit, its safety and the
success it has attained could not have been.” This is the literal
truth, and it shows how Mr. Garrett made the welfare of the
road his own life, living it day by day, and raising it from
a weakly managed affair, controlled by party politics, to a
great independent system that for years was the training school
for the best railroad and transportation men of the world.
Another fact shows the quality of Mr. Garrett’s devotion.
When he became president his salary was four thousand dol-
lars a year. The success and prosperity of the road becoming
assured, as the result of his executive ability, the board of
directors unanimously voted to increase this salary to ten
thousand dollars. Mr. Garrett declined the increase, as also
the offers of two other railway corporations, one of which
meant an annual salary of thirty thousand dollars and the
second of fifty thousand dollars. His aim always was to dedi-
cate every possible resource to the advancement and efficiency
of the road, and in his refusal to accept larger compensation
for himself was shown the rare unselfishness that makes the
leader and the builder.

It is not within the limits of this article to detail the many
and remarkable operations in which Mr. Garrett was engaged
during his connection with the Baltimore & Ohio; they belong
more appropriately to railroad history, but it may be said
that for more than a quarter of a century he was one of the
ablest and best-known Americans, constantly in the public
eye because of his activities in the business world. During
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the Civil War the Baltimore & Ohio was one of the important
means of transportation for troops and supplies. The traffic
was enormous, and the construction corps, which was kept
constantly employed to make repairs in those troublous days,
accomplished wonders. A deputation of Baltimoreans, who
did not like Mr. Garrett’s politics, went to Washington and
requested President Lincoln to remove Mr. Garrett from the
management of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. The sharp
reply of the President was: “When any or all of you have
done half as much to aid this Government as John W. Garrett
has done, I may consider your request.” Mr. Garrett was a
close friend of President Lincoln and Secretary Stanton, and
was as much part of President Lincoln’s Cabinet as any man
in it. He was often called to its meetings when questions of
great moment were discussed.

Under Mr. Garrett’s management the stock of the Balti-
more & Ohio rose to high values, and the company was enabled
to invest its surplus in branches, steamship lines and real estate.
Mr. Garrett gave considerable attention to the related enter-
prises which interested his road. Mainly through his advo-
cacy a line of steamships was established between Baltimore
and Europe. He was one of the leading spirits in the con-
struction of the dry docks, warehouses and grain elevators at
Locust Point. During his presidency the Baltimore & Ohio
Telegraph was established, and it was afterwards allied with
the Bankers’ and Merchants’ and the Postal Telegraph Com-
panies. He was also associated with John W. Mackay and
James Gordon Bennett in the laying of the new Atlantic cable
to Europe. Under his administration there was negotiated
in 1884 the loan which enabled the Baltimore & Ohio to
extend its main line to Philadelphia, and then by the Phila-
delphia & Reading to reach New York City. To the end
he was busy with plans and purposes for the advancement of
the Baltimore & Ohio.
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Mr. Garrett was a statesman who never held political
office. He helped ably and constantly in the management of
the Democratic party, but he would take no office, even though
the governorship of the State was offered to him. For many
years he was connected with the Associate Reformed Church,
presiding over its trustees. He was a close personal friend of
Johns Hopkins, who appointed him one of the trustees of the
Johns Hopkins University. He was a friend of George Pea-
body, and was an officer of the Peabody Institute. In many
ways he contributed to the improvement and adornment of
Baltimore, and did much to increase its attractiveness. He
was a patron of the fine arts, and his home held forcign and
American pictures that were valuable and widely representa-
tive of the best schools. He was one of the organizers of the
Employees Relief Association of the Baltimore & Ohio, and
its development and usefulness were due in large measure to
his initiative and support. With a keen interest in horticul-
ture and agriculture, he paid especial attention to the importa-
tion and improvement of famous breeds of horses and cattle.
He presided at the meeting for raising funds for the erection
of a new building for the Young Men’s Christian Association,
and his address became the keynote of the campaign that ended
successfully. These are a few of the many good causes which
he served and to which he liberally contributed.

Mr. Garrett married Rachel Ann Harrison, born January
17, 1823, who died at Montebello, the family seat in Balti-
more county, November 15, 1883, as the result of injuries
received by being thrown from a carriage. She was the daugh-
ter of Thomas Harrison, a prominent merchant of Baltimore
in the days before the Civil War. The children of Mr. and
Mrs. Garrett were: Robert, Thomas Harrison, Mary E., and
Henry S.. Sketches of Robert and Thomas Harrison appear
in other pages of this work. Miss Mary Garrett enjoys nat-
D, —24
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ional esteem for her work in charity and education. Bryn
Mawr School in Baltimore is a lasting monument to her phil-
anthropy, and her contributions to Johns Hopkins Hospital,
by which the admission of women was secured, and to other
institutions, have won for her warm praise.

Mr. Garrett lived a fine life and lived it well, and he
was happiest when he was busiest. In appearance he was
handsome, impressive and vigorous. Self-command and poise
were among his characteristics. In any relation and in any
emergency he was prompt and dependable. He had confi-
dence and courage and he was always ready to meet any ob-
ligation. He had the clear conception of things and the right
regard for what was best in the exercise of human activities.
With all the elements of a strong character he took up the
exacting responsibilities left by a remarkable father, and by
his prudence, foresight and industry largely increased them
in value and kept them intact for the benefit of the family.
Thus, in all his relations—business, public and personal—he
measured up to the stature of a great executive, a splendid
citizen and a noble father.




GEORGE BROWN

EORGE BROWN; of the second generation of the dis-
tinguished family whose name is identified with the
greatest of American banking houses, was the second son of
Alexander Brown, the founder of the business which still bears
his name, being known to-day, as it was a century ago, as the
firm of Alexander Brown & Sons.

George Brown, second of the four sons of Alexander
and Grace (Davison) Brown, was born in 1787, in Ballymena,
Ireland, and was fifteen years old when he came to the United
States. During the lifetime of his father he was associated
with him in the management of the Baltimore house, and was
always a devoted son as well as a most efficient partner. Upon
the death of his father, George Brown became the head of
the house, and for a quarter of a century upheld its high
standard of financial honor. As a business man he was dis-
tinguished by prudence, by sterling integrity, by quickness
of perception, and by indefatigable application. When, in
1927, the Mechanics’ Bank was reduced almost to insolvency
by bad management, he consented to become its president, and
in a short time raised it to a state of great prosperity. He was
the founder and for some time the president of the Merchants’
Bank, and he was one of the moving spirits that inaugurated
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad.

As a citizen, his conduct was marked by a high degree
of public spirit and benevolence. The House of Refuge was
a special object of his care, and the monument to his memory
erected there by the liberality of the late Benjamin Deford
worthily attests his generosity and valuable services to that
institution. He was the first president of that excellent charity
known as the Baltimore Association for the Improvement of
the Condition of the Poor, and as long as he lived he took
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a warm interest in the Peabody Institute, of which he was
one of the original trustees. Although his modest and retiring
disposition always made him shrink from public view, when
summoned to the front by the call of duty, he never failed to
respond. When on the verge of his fiftieth year, and a mer-
chant and banker of the highest standing, he faithfully served,
first as a private soldier and after, as first lieutenant, in a volun-
teer cavalry company which was raised after the great riot of
1835, by a number of our best citizens, with the laudable
object of preserving the peace of the city.

Mr. Brown married Isabella McLanahan, of Pennsyl-
vania. Mrs. Brown was a woman whose name was associated
in the public mind with all that is true and elevated in religion
and lovely in woman. Her husband, true to a principle which
had actuated him during life, that his charities should be
distributed as unostentatiously as possible, made no provision
for them in his will beyond making her the almoner of his
bounty. Well and faithfully, as many can testify, has she
executed the responsible and difficult trust. She caused to be
erected the beautiful Presbyterian church, known as the
Brown Memorial Church, “in memoriam” of her husband,
as expressed on a marble tablet in the rear of the pulpit. It
is an appropriate monument to him who regarded religion as
pre-eminent above all other things, and loved his church with
all the ardor of his noble nature. In numberless ways Mrs.
Brown executed the trust committed to her by her husband,
fulfilling his most cherished wishes.

Mr. Brown died August 26, 1859, at his home in Balti-
more, possessed, it is believed, of the largest fortune ever held,
up to that time, by a citizen of Maryland. This great wealth
he held as a trust, and the world can testify that he was a most
faithful steward. Foremost in all great and good enterprises,
comprehensive in his views of business, he was one of the most
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valuable citizens Baltimore ever had. He was characterized
by deep domestic affections and by sincere benevolence. The
tenor of his life and work is beautifully expressed in a sen-
tence inscribed on the monument erected to his memory at the
House of Refuge:

In spirit eminently charitable; cautious in judgment, in action prudent;
wise in council, and an earnest helper in all good works.




WALTER BOOTH BROOKS
WALTER BOOTH BROOKS, who died January, 1896,

in Baltimore, Maryland, is a notable example of the
fact that a number of the best traits are inheritable, and in
addition to those he possessed by this right are many others
which are equally as good. He rose far above the standard
in business matters, and in the affairs of state his advice was
sought. The business operations with which he was con-
nected for so many years were of a most extensive and varied
character, and assisted greatly in making Baltimore the great
commercial center it is at the present time.

Walter Booth Brooks was born in Baltimore, May 27,
1823, and died at his home, “Cloverdale,” Eutaw Place, Bal-
timore, January 17, 1896. He was named for General Walter
Booth, who had been his father’s intimate friend and earliest
business partner, and was educated in a private school in Con-
necticut. He was very young when he took his first step in
business life, commencing in the wholesale dry goods house
of his father, and when he attained his majority, in 1844, he
was admitted to a partnership in the firm at the same time
as Derick Fahnestock, who was his lifelong friend. For the
six years following, the business was conducted under the style
of C. Brooks, Son & Company, later this became Brooks,
Fahnestock & Company, the large warehouse of the firm being
for many years on Baltimore street between Howard and
Eutaw streets. Mr. Brooks was clear-headed, energetic and
enterprising, and when the outbreak of the Civil War put a
stop to their trade with the South for the time being, the firm
determined to open a branch business in a westerly direction.
Accordingly Walter B. Brooks was sent to Zanesville, Ohio,
there to establish the proposed branch concern, and personally
look after the conduct of affairs, while Mr. Fahnestock was
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to remain in Baltimore and attend to the interests at that end
and in Pennsylvania. In 1865 Mr. Brooks withdrew entirely
from the business in Baltimore, became entirely identified with
the branch he had established in Zanesville, which was known
as W. B. Brooks & Company, and remained in Zanesville until
1867. The business prospered under his capable management,
and he proved beyond a doubt that he had inherited the busi-
ness qualities and executive ability of his father in no small
degree. He then returned to Baltimore, and for a number of
years after his return was principally engaged as assignee for
a number of business firms whose affairs had become hope-
lessly involved, and which he succeeded in winding up in a
satisfactory manner. Among these business firms were the dry
goods house of Howard Cole & Company, and Kirkland,
Chase & Company, who were importers of coffees and sugars.
Both of these had been very expensive failures, involving large
interests and immense sums of money, and the ability which
Mr. Brooks displayed in unraveling the tangled state in which
he found matters, drew upon him the attention of the promi-
nent men of the business world. Subsequently Mr. Brooks
turned his attention to real estate matters, foreseeing that the
growth of the city was a matter of but a few short years, and
in this idea he was not mistaken, as events proved. He became
associated with the Canton Company, to the presidency of
which he was elected in 1877, to succeed Charles J. Boker,
and he was identified with this enterprise for many years. The
real estate transactions of this firm were frequently of enor-
mous proportions, and they were located in the eastern suburb
of Baltimore, where they owned large tracts of land. The
ready understanding and sound judgment of Mr. Brooks
speedily made themselves manifest in this enterprise, and
under his management the affairs of the concern, which had
not been very flourishing at the time he took hold of matters,
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changed in a very short time. When Mr. Brooks assumed the
management, the shares of the company were selling at a very
low price, and the company heavily in debt. At the time of
his death he had paid all indebtedness and the stock was on a
substantial basis and selling at a high price. He loved work
for work’s sake and found pleasure in facing difficult financial
problems, and overcoming them. He was connected with a
number of other financial and commercial enterprises, among
them being the following: Director and stockholder in the
Western National Bank, the Eutaw Savings Bank, Safe De-
posit and Trust Company, Consolidated Gas Company, How-
ard Fire Insurance Company, and the Central Ohio Railroad
Company. For some years he had also been interested in the
Central Passenger Ratilroad of Baltimore.

When he was engaged with business matters, his entire
attention was given to the matter in hand, but he entertained
the fixed idea that it is not at all necessary for a business man
to exclude himself from social intercourse, and he lived
according to this principle. He was of a genial, whole-souled
disposition, and was one of the incorporators of the Merchants’
Club in 1880, was chosen president when the club was reor-
ganized in 1885, and it was there that his fine spirit was seen
to the best advantage. His quiet courtesy and tactful affability
smoothed the rough places on the road of life of the club as
soon as he assumed the management, which was at a time
when the affairs of the club were in such sad financial condi-
tion that it was about to be sold at auction. Mr. Brooks
changed all this entirely, and by the system he introduced
placed the club on a paying basis, and it is now the gathering
place for about six hundred merchants and the most desirable
locality for entertaining their visiting business friends. While
Mr. Brooks had always taken a serious and decided interest
in the political affairs of his city, State and country, he had
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never solicited public office and was not anxious to serve in
any. In 1887, however, while he was absent from the city,
. he was made the Republican nominee for the office of Gov-
ernor of Maryland, and when he was informed of this honor,
he declined to return to the city for the time being, and it was
a considerable length of time before he would allow himself
to become convinced that it was for the best interests of the
State that he should accept the nomination of his party, and
in this manner, with the assistance of the Independent Demo-
crats, who had offered their support when they became
acquainted with the name of the Republican candidate, help
to break up the Democratic “ring.” The election was a hotly
contested one, but the influence of the Democrats was too
great, and Governor Jackson was elected. As trustee of the
Brown Memorial Presbyterian Church for many years, Mr.
Brooks was a liberal subscriber to the institution, and equally
liberal in connection with the numerous charities which it
supervised.

Mr. Brooks married, 1852, a daughter of Abram G. Cole,
for many years a well-known dry goods merchant of Balti-
more. In the course of his long life Mr. Brooks gave em-
ployment to many hundreds of people, and by all of them he
was regarded more in the light of a fatherly friend, to whom
they might go for counsel and help when in need, rather than
as a mere employer. His kindly heart was ever ready to listen
to plans for the betterment of humanity in general, and his
private charities, which were numerous, were bestowed in a
simple, unostentatious manner which was thoroughly appre-
ciated by the recipients. His death was a great loss, not alone
to his immediate family and friends, but to hosts of others
who had been affiliated with him in business matters.



BENJAMIN FRANKLIN NEWCOMER

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN NEWCOMER was, during a

long and active career, one of the most enterprising men
of his day, and the success which he achieved may almost be
characterized as phenomenal. His greatest achievements were
in large railroad affairs, and he was the principal factor in
the building up of the Atlantic Coast Line System, which lay
at the foundation of the development and prosperity of an
immense region bordering upon the Southern Atlantic. In
religion and education he had an abiding interest, and his bene-
factions to churches, schools and libraries were many and
liberal. -

The family of Newcomer is of German-Swiss ancestry,
and its history in this country begins with Wolfgang New-
comer, who with his parents came from Switzerland, about
1720. Their landing was at Philadelphia, where he worked
at his trade as a carpenter. He removed later to Lancaster
county, Pennsylvania. He was the father of five daughters
and three sons. Of the latter, Christian became a bishop of
the United Brethren church. Henry was father of thirteen
children, among whom were Samuel and Henry.

John Newcomer, son of Henry Newcomer, was born De-
cember 18, 1797. He was a man of great ability and promi-
nence. He was a large real estate holder in Washington
county, personally superintended his farm, and operated a
flour mill on Beaver Creek. He also founded the flour and
grain commission firm of Newcomer & Stonebraker, in Balti-
more. He was sheriff of his county in 1836, State Senator
1840-46, County Commissioner 1846, delegate to convention
which framed the new State Constitution in 1850, and County
Commissioner again in 1859. He was not only highly regarded
for his ability, but for his sterling personal character; many
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disputes were committed to him, and his decisions were always
marked by unimpeachable fairness. He died April 21, 1861.
He married his cousin Catherine, born December 18, 1802,
daughter of Samuel Newcomer. She was of a beautiful Chris-
tian character, and to her training and example her son, Ben-
jamin F. Newcomer, attributed much of the development of
his own character and of those qualities which brought him
success in life. She lived to see with pride the result of her
love and care in the success and prominence of her son, and
died February 3, 1883, in her cighty-first year.

Benjamin Franklin Newcomer, son of John and Cathe-
rine Newcomer, was born at Beaver Creek, Washington
county, Maryland, April 28, 1827, in a log house which long
ago disappeared. In 1829 his parents removed to Hagers-
town, returning in 1834 to Beaver Creck, where young New-
comer entered the country school at the age of seven years.
His youth was spent industriously; he worked on the farm
and in the mill, in which he frequently spent the night, awak-
ening to look after the machinery when it came to a stop.
While his father was serving as sheriff, the young man
(familiarly called Frank), traveled with him all over the
county, and at times beyond its bounds, summoning jurors and
witnesses, often riding in severest winter weather. Tt is curi-
ous to note that the lad was actually sworn in as a deputy
sheriff when only ten years of age. In 1837 the family again
returned to Hagerstown, where Frank attended the academy
one year, in 1840, intending to become a civil engineer. The
following year the family returned to Beaver Creek. Frank
was offered the choice of remaining at the academy or of
returning to the farm. He chose the latter—a choice he after-
wards spoke of as boylike and foolish, but destiny had directed
his steps aright. His father, wishing to send some one to Balti-
more to look after his interests in the newly established. firm
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of Newcomer & Stonebraker, the son proffered his services.
This led to his taking up his residence permanently in that
city, and changed the entire direction of his life. He engaged
in his new undertaking with all the energy of his nature, and
soon built up a large business, the firm transacting about one-
tenth of all the flour business of the city. When about eighteen
years of age he purchased his father’s interest in the firm, giv-
ing his notes at six per cent. for the book valuation, and agree-
ing to also pay $1,000 per annum for the use of his name until
he himself came of age, and all this indebtedness was paid. In
1862, Mr. Stonebraker withdrew from the firm, and Mr.
Newcomer continued the business alone, under the name of
Newcomer & Company. The firm underwent various changes
by admission of new partners, until Mr. Newcomer retired
from the active management, but continuing to keep in the
name of the firm his accounts and the funds for his other
enterprises. Meantime, in 1853, Mr. Newcomer aided in the
organization of the first Corn and Flour Exchange in Balti-
more, was one of its first directors, and was a prime factor in
purchasing the present Chamber of Commerce site. Notwith-
standing his retirement from mercantile life, Mr. Newcomer
retained his membership 1n this organization until the close
of his life.

While making his beginning in mercantile affairs, Mr.
Newcomer, realizing that a lad of fifteen was too young to
consider his education completed, joined the Mercantile
Library, became a regular leader there, and attended its lec-
tures on philosophy, astronomy and chemistry. Later he
became a director of the library.

While yet engaged with his firm in mercantile business,
his activities extended into other fields. In 1854, at the age
of twenty-seven, he became a director of the Union Bank,
afterward the National Union Bank of Maryland; he was
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the youngest man on the board, and outlived all his fellow
directors of that date, and every bank officer from teller to
president. He was an incorporator of the Safe Deposit &
Trust Company of Baltimore, served as its president for thirty-
three years (the first eleven years without salary), and stamped
upon it his own individuality to a remarkable degree. His
interest and pride in the company were completely apart
from any question of personal interest; he spared himself in
nothing, and held others to a like strict account. After his
death, the board of directors entered upon their records that
“it was as president of this company that he was most appre-
ciated in this community, and its history is the record of the
most active part of his long, useful and busy life; its growth
and its standing is the most enduring monument to his wisdom
and intelligence, to his integrity and industry, and to the loy-
alty with which he guarded every interest confided to his
care.” He was also a director of the Savings Bank of Balti-
more, and of other financial institutions. He was an accom-
plished financier and his judgment upon the merits of stocks
and bonds was highly valued. A most significant tribute to
his ability is found in the fact that, during the Civil War
period, General Simon Cameron, then a member of Presi-
dent Lincoln’s Cabinet, offered to establish in Baltimore the
first national bank in the country, if Mr. Newcomer would
accept the presidency, but this flattering offer he declined as
being too remote from the line of his private business.

Mr. Newcomer’s great abilities were noticeably conspicu-
ous in railway affairs. For many years he was in close touch
with the Pennsylvania Railroad system, and was an intimate
personal friend of President Scott, Roberts, Thompson and
Cassatt. Though never an official of the Pennsylvania Rail-
road itself, he was prominently connected with various of its
subsidiary companies. In 1861 he was elected a director of
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the Northern Central Railway Company, and was made
chairman of its finance committee, which position he held
continuously until his death, except during his voluntary
retirement from 1874 to 1878. For forty years he conducted
the negotiations for most of the real estate purchased by the
company in Baltimore; at times, when there was reason for
the company to remain unknown, title was vested in his name,
at one time to the value of more than a million dollars. He
was a director of the Philadelphia, Wilmington & Baltimore
Railroad Company, and of the Baltimore & Potomac Railroad
Company for many years, and in 1895, after the death of Oden
Bowie, succeeded to the presidency of the last named.

The story of his connection with the southern railroads
now comprised in the Atlantic Coast Line, is interesting and
absorbing. The close of the Civil War found all southern
roads practically obliterated. In 1868, Mr. Newcomer was
solicited to act as trustee for a syndicate and conduct opera-
tions for the rehabilitation of the Wilmington & Weldon and
the Wilmington & Manchester railroads. He was then en-
gaged in the flour and grain business, and demurred until it
appeared that the project would lapse unless he consented to
act. He finally agreed, on condition that W. T. Walters would
serve with him as co-trustee. The syndicate paid in a capital
of $1,200,000; new railway charters were secured, and, besides
reorganizing the roads above named, the Southern Railway
Security Company was formed, with a capital of $960,000,
completing the Wilmington, Columbia & Augusta Railroad.
The properties acquired also included the East Tennessee,
Virginia & Georgia Railroad, the Richmond & Danville, and
other parts of the present Southern Railway; these were dis-
posed of from time to time, and never became a permanent
part of the Atlantic Coast Line. After repeated embarrass-
ments and failures, in 1898, the railroads controlled by the
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syndicate were consolidated—those in South Carolina as the
Atlantic Coast Line Railroad of South Carolina, and those in
Virginia as the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad Company of
Virginia. In May, 1900, these properties were consolidated
as the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad. Mr. Newcomer was the
prime factor in all these gigantic operations. He was presi-
dent of the Wilmington & Weldon Railroad Company from
December 1, 1888, to February 12, 18go, and after the con-
solidation hereinbefore named, was vice-president and for
many years treasurer of the Atlantic Coast Line Company, and
director of the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad and subsidiary
companies. During these years his duties took him all over
the South, and other interests to the Middle West. During
his busy life he visited almost every State in the Union, also
Canada, Alaska and Cuba, and made two tours of Europe.
Regarding Mr. Newcomer’s benefactions it is difficult to
speak without violation of the very principle of modesty upon
which he worked. His sympathies for the blind were intensi-
fied by the fact that he had a brother and sister so afflicted.
He became one of the incorporators of the Maryland Institu-
tion for the Instruction of the Blind, was the first secretary,
in 1864 was made treasurer, and in 1881 succeeded J. Howard
McHenry as president. Mr. Newcomer’s services covered a
period of forty-four years, twenty years as president. In 1886
the title was changed to Maryland School for the Blind. Mr.
Newcomer gave freely of his time and attention, and a gift of
$20,000 to the building fund. One of the pupils gave evidence
of a remarkable talent for music, and Mr. Newcomer sent
him to the Peabody Conservatory at his own expense. In like
spirit he contributed the sum of $20,000 to the Baltimore Hos-
pital for Consumptives. One of his characteristic gifts was
that which founded the Washington Free Library in Hagers-
town, he, in his modesty, declining to permit his name to be
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used in its title. Again, the Washington County Home for
Orphans and Friendless Children at Hagerstown owes its
existence to a conversation between him and his brother, and
to their liberal aid. He was a member of the board of trustees
of Johns Hopkins University, on account of his personal
friendship for President Gilman. Besides his larger gifts,
many a young man was assisted by him to an education and a
beginning in business life, in many cases without knowing
whence came the aid.

A member of the Christian church (the Disciples, or
Campbellites), Mr. Newcomer usually attended the Lutheran
church, of which his wife was a member. He was a reverent
and careful Bible reader, and his religion was carried into his
daily life and in it found beautiful expression. His work for
the good of others knew no end. The greater part of his time
was devoted to assisting others, many of whom had no claim
upon him. His views of right and wrong were absolutely
uncompromising; if an act seemed to him wrong, he could not
in any way countenance it. FHis intense conscientiousness was
eloquently attested at a period during the Civil War. He
could have secured a profitable contract for furnishing flour
to the Federal Government, but to procure it, it was necessary
for him to take the oath of allegiance, which, as a Southern
sympathizer, he resolutely refused to do.

A few years before his death, Mr. Newcomer fell through
a hatchway, cutting his head, wrenching his arms, and nar-
rowly escaping death. He was picked up unconscious but at
once recovered his senses and insisted upon walking upstairs
to his office. Declining all assistance, he went to his desk,
called his secretary, gave him certain instructions, and then
answered that he was ready for a physician. The shock to
his system at his advanced age (beyond three-score and ten)
was very severe, but he recovered rapidly, and there seemed
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to be no permanent ill effects. Shortly afterwards a cataract
formed upon his eyes, and which in time left him blind—an
affliction which he bore with touching patience. On the last
Friday in March, 19o1, he was in his office as usual. That
night he suffered a slight stroke of apoplexy, and two days
later death brought relief, on March 30, 19o1. His demise
affected the entire community, and all the bodies with which
he had been connected paid fervent tribute to his worth.

On November 14, 1848, the year in which he attained his
majority, Mr. Newcomer married Amelia Louisa, daughter
of the late John H. Ehlen, one of the carliest stockholders of
the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, and for many years a director
of that corporation, and of the Chesapeake Bank and the Fire-
men’s Insurance Company. She was remarkably well suited
to him—a gentle, lovable character, with high aims and ideas,
giving him hearty co-operation in all his efforts. She died
October 20, 1881. On February 9, 1887, Mr. Newcomer
married Mrs. Sidonia Kemp, widow of Morris J. Kemp, and
daughter of the late Charles Ayres. She died February 7,
1898.

MD.—-25



ODEN BOWIE

OHN BOWIE, the first of his name in the annals of Mary-

land, was born 1688, died 1759. He emigrated from Scot-
land, according to family tradition, about the year 1705-06,
at the invitation of his maternal uncle, John Smith, who, pre-
ceding him many years, had settled on the Patuxent river, a
few miles north of the present village of Nottingham. He
married, in December, 1707, Mary, daughter of James Mulli-
ken. Children: John, born in 1708, died 1753; Eleanor, 1709;
James, 1714; Allen, 1719; William (see forward) ; Thomas,
1723; Mary, 1726.

. Captain g¥alliam,
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called a meeting for April 10, 1770, at Upper Marlborough,
selecting representatives to keep an eye upon events, and to
provide guards at points on the Patuxent river where ships
were likely to touch. Only the most resolute and responsible
citizens were delegated by the people for this purpose, and
the ones for “Patuxent” (or Nottingham) were William
Bowie and his brother, Allen Bowie. William Bowie was a
delegate sent from Prince George’s county, to a convention
held at Annapolis, June 22, 1774, which passed strong resolu-
tions in favor of upholding the rights of the Province, if neces-
sary by force of arms, against Great Britain. In November of
the same year, a meeting of freeholders was held at Upper
Marlborough, where a committee was appointed which was in-
structed to see that the resolutions of the ‘“Association of the
American Continental Congress” were enforced within Prince
George’s county. Among the men selected for this committee
were William Bowie and his brother, Allen Bowie, as well as
Walter and Robert Bowie, sons of William. The latter was
also placed on a committee of correspondence, and it was
further “resolved that Captain William Bowie and Walter
Bowie (with others) are selected as delegates of this county to
attend a convention to be held at Annapolis and are author-
ized to vote in the convention for delegates to attend a con-
gress which will assemble at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on
the 1oth of May next.” In June, 1775, these representatives
met at Annapolis, and on July 26, 1775, this convention issued
the celebrated “Declaration of the Association of the Freemen
of Maryland,” the name of the Bowies being affixed to this
memorable document, which antedated by one year the general
“Declaration of Independence,” and is now framed and hang-
ing in the State House at Annapolis. What further part Wil-
liam Bowie took during the Revolution is not shown, as the
records for the county during the succeeding few years are
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very meagre, but it is safe to presume a man as active as he
had been, and who had shown such fearless patriotism, was
not idle. He was too old for the army, but he doubtless con-
tinued to take part in the councils of his people, and to aid
them as advisor. The land records and his will show Captain
William Bowie a man of wealth for his day, owning tracts of
land in various parts of the country, much stock of all kinds,
and many negroes.

Captain William Bowie married, in 1745, Margaret
Sprigg, born April 20, 1726, daughter of Osborne Sprigg and
his first wife, Elizabeth Sprigg. Osborne Sprigg was the
grandson of Thomas Sprigg, the emigrant, who died in 1704,
and who was the first owner of the fine estate in Prince
George’s county known as “Northampton.” Children: 1.
Elizabeth, born in 1746. 2. Walter, see forward. 3. Governor
Robert, born March, 1750, died 1818; married Priscilla
Mackall. 4. William Sprigg, born 1751, died 1809; mar-
ried Elizabeth Brookes. 5. Osborn Sprigg. 6. Ann, 1760.
7. Margaret Sprigg, 1705s.

Walter Bowie, son of Captain William and Margaret
(Sprigg) Bowie, was born at “Mattaponi,” near Nottingham,
Prince George’s county, Maryland, in 1748, died November 9,
1810. He was probably educated by the Rev. John Eversfield,
and by the Rev. Mr. Craddock, at the latter’s school, near
Baltimore. His father bought him a large farm near Col-
lington, then known as “Darnell’s Grove,” later, as “Locust
Grove,” and now “Willow Grove.” At one time he was in-
terested in a large commercial business, conducted at Queen
Anne, shipping tobacco to Europe, importing merchan-
dise from points as far as India, as is seen by an adver-
tisement in the ‘“Annapolis Gazette” of 1774. He
became exceedingly wealthy, and the county records show
him possessed of enormous plantations and large num-
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bers of negroes, his land extending for many miles along either
side of the public road. He was a raiser of blooded stock, and
his racers carried his colors on the tracks of Annapolis, Balti-
more, Bladensburg and Nottingham. His horse, “Little
Davy,” won fifty guineas at Annapolis in 1784, and on Octo-
ber 12, 1790, his famous flyer, “Republican President,” won a
purse of twenty guineas, and the day following, one of fifty
guineas. Walter Bowie’s career was an exceptionally brilliant
one; possessing a faculty for directing public opinion, he held
an influence over the people for a longer time than is often
seen. Intellectual, wealthy and ambitious, he ecarly became a
prominent figure in the field of politics, and at the commence-
ment of the struggle for independence stepped to the front with
those other stern patriots who determined to risk both life and
property in defense of their rights. In March, 1774, he, with
his brother Robert, later Governor, and their uncle, Allen
Bowie, were selected as members of the committee appointed
to carry into execution throughout Prince George’s county the
resolutions of the Continental Congress. On January 16, 1775,
at another meeting of Freeholders, he and his father, Captain
William Bowie, were chosen as two of the delegates to repre-
sent their county at the first Provincial Convention, called to
assemble at Annapolis the following June. When the Assem-
bly convened, Walter Bowie was appointed a member of the
committee of correspondence, and on July 16, 1775, the con-
vention issued the celebrated “Declaration of the Association
of Freemen,” and Walter Bowie, his father, and many other
distinguished men affixed their names to that famous paper.
In January, 1776, he was elected second lieutenant of a com-
pany of militia, raised in his county for the defense of the
province. A short time later he was commissioned major of
militia, and was referred to in public papers as “Major Bowie”
until after the war ended, though it is not shown what part he
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took .in the active campaigns beyond the borders of the State.
In November, 1776, he was one of four delegates elected to
represent Prince George’s county at the first constitutional con-
vention, and assisted in framing the first Constitution of the
“State of Maryland.” In November, 1780, he was elected to
the State Legislature. The elections for members of that body
were annual, and Walter Bowie was returned to the House in
1781-82-83-84, when his brother, Robert, and his first cousin,
Fielder Bowie, were elected two of his associates. These
three Bowies continued to be elected in 1785-86-87-88-89-90,
when Robert and Fielder dropped out for a while, but Walter
continued to hold his seat in the House until 1801, when he
was sent to the State Senate. In 1786 he was one of “the
electors for the United States Senator.” In 1791 he was
appointed a justice of the peace. In 1794 the Governor com-
missioned him colonel of militia. In 180z he resigned from
the State Senate and was elected a representative to the Ninth
United States Congress, to fill the unexpired term of William
Richard Sprigg. In 1793, at a County Convention held in
Upper Marlborough, Colonel Thomas Contee presiding, reso-
lutions were passed ‘‘urging Mr. Walter Bowie to stand for
re-election as the Republican candidate for Congress from this
district.” He was elected, served until March, 1805, and then
refused to accept a third nomination. After a long and con-
tinuous career of thirty-five years, his death occurred, and he
was buried at “Locust Grove.”

Walter Bowie married, May 16, 1771, Mary, born No-
vember, 1747, died May 16, 1812, daughter of Benjamin and
Elizabeth (Townley) Brookes, who were married in 1745 by
the Rev. John Eversfield. Benjamin Brookes lived near Marl-
borough, and is buried at the church in that village. Children
of Mr. and Mrs. Bowie: 1. Margaret, born March 22, 1772.
2. William, see forward. 3. Daniel, born March 7, 1779, died
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1843. 4. Elizabeth, born April 11, 1781, died August 17,
1810. 5. Walter, born 1785, died 1879. 6. Juliet Matilda,
born 1788.

William Bowie, son of Walter and Mary (Brookes)
Bowie, was born at “Locust Grove,” Prince George's county,
Maryland, January 29, 1776. He inherited a large property
from his father and administered the latter’s estate. He is
described as a man of sound judgment and business capacity.
He was the only one of his direct line who did not actively
engage 1n politics, though he evidently took an interest in
them, as is shown by the Governor appointing him a justice
of the peace in 1808-10, also a member of the Levy Court,
in 1820. At a convention held in Marlborough, in 1825,
Dr. Joseph Kent, then Governor presiding, William Bowie
was selected as a delegate to represent his county at a
State convention to convene in Baltimore, for the purpose of
considering plans for chartering the Chesapeake and Ohio
canal. He was always a Democrat, and an attendant of the
Episcopal church. On December 14, 1802, he married (first)
Kitty Beans Duckett, born December 4, 1783, the only child
of Baruch and Mary (Beans) Duckett. Children: 1. Wil-
liam Duckett, see forward. 2. Mary Margaret, born October
23, 1806, died June 2, 1809. 3. Eliza Duckett, born October
19, 1809, died April 20, 1846. 4. Walter Baruch, born Sep-
tember 8, 1811, died October 11, 1832. 5. Kitty, born January
11, 1816. 6. Robert, born December 23, 1817, died Septem-
ber 13, 1818. Mrs. Bowie died August 11, 1819. Mr. Bowie
married (second), March 27, 1822, Anne Duckett Mullikin,
born March 23, 1788, daughter of Belt Mullikin and Mary
(Duckett) Mullikin, and granddaughter of James and Charity
(Belt) Mullikin. Mr. Bowie died September 10, 1826.

William Duckett Bowie, eldest child of William and
Kitty Beans (Duckett) Bowie, was born at “Fairview,” Prince
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George's county, Maryland, October 7, 1803. His grandfather,
Baruch Duckett, devised him a valuable estate near Colling-
ton, where he settled after leaving college, but by the death
of his two brothers, and by purchasing the interests of his
sisters, he came into the possession of “Fairview,” which he
then made his home. He was his father’s executor, and by
the will of his uncle, Daniel Bowie, inherited all of the latter’s
land, which, with his own property, made him one of the
wealthiest planters in Prince George’s county. A tall, hand-
some man, with bright, dark eyes and strong features, endowed
with a clear, vigorous and well-balanced mind, he was yet
more highly esteemed for the sound principles which added
greater lustre to his character. So generally was his worth
appreciated, that he might have occupied some of the highest
official positions had his ambition been for public life.
Although ever interested in political matters, and a forcible
speaker, his tastes led him mostly to the retired paths of his
well-regulated plantations, and the comforts of domestic life,
though on several occasions he was induced to allow his name
to be brought before the people. In 1830, he and his uncle,
Walter Bowie, Jr., were appointed by the Governor, mem-
bers of the Levy Court. In 1831, he was a delegate to the
Congressional Convention. In 1838 he was nominated by the
Democrats for the Legislature, but defeated by his cousin,
General Thomas F. Bowie, the Whig candidate. Again the
following year he was defeated by General Bowie, but in
1840 he overcame the large Whig vote and was elected to
the House of Declegates, in which he served two terms. He
was then pitted against that old veteran Whig leader, Robert
W. Bowie, of “Mattaponi,” who was considered by his party
to be almost invincible, but was triumphantly elected to the
State Senate, and re-elected at the expiration of his term.
He was among the first to recognize the benefits to be derived
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by his community if a railroad should be built through South-
ern Maryland, and to his efforts, jointly with those of his son,
Oden, and their relatives, Robert, Walter and Thomas F.
Bowie, is due the construction of the Baltimore & Potomac
Railroad. When that company was organized he was elected
one of its directors, and was regularly re-elected by the stock-
holders for a number of years. The Governor appointed him
a colonel of militia, and later commissioned him general of
the State troops, but until the day of his death he was known
as “Colonel” William D. Bowie.

William Duckett Bowie married (first), February 8,
1825, at “Bellefield,” Eliza Mary, daughter of Benjamin, Sr.,
and Rachel Sophia (West) Oden. She died in 1849 and he
married (second), January 7, 1854, Mary Oden, his first
wife’s half-sister, daughter of Benjamin, Sr., and Harriet
Black (West) Oden, the latter a sister of the first Mrs. Oden.
Children of first wife: Oden, see forward; Catherine, born
1828, died November 8, 1883 ; William Duckett, Jr., born No-
vember, 1830, died February 2, 1888; Christiana Sophia, born
1835; Walter Baruch, born August 26, 1836, died February
17, 1837. Children of second wife: Harriet Oden, Mary,
Eliza and Laura. Shortly after his second marriage Colonel
Bowie conveyed “Fairview” to his eldest son, Oden Bowie,
and removed to “Bellefield,” near Croom, in Nottingham dis-
trict, the lovely old Colonial home of his second wife, and it
was here that he spent the remainder of his years, leaving it
for no length of time until the winter before his death, which
he spent in Baltimore. He was an enthusiastic breeder of
stock, and his Southdown shecp and Hereford cattle were
famous throughout the State. His wife died in Baltimore,
in March, 1873, and is buried at St. Thomas’ Church, Croom.
Colonel Bowie died at “Bellefield,” July 18, 1873, and is
interred at “Fairview.” Benjamin Oden, Sr., father of both
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of Colonel Bowie's wives, was a very large landowner. When
a young man he had charge of some of the mercantile interests
of Stephen West, accumulated much property, and married
two of Mr. West’s daughters. He then bought “Bellefield,”
which had originally been the property of Patrick Sim, ances-
tor of Governor Thomas Sim Lee, and which was then known
as “Sim’s Delight.” Mr. Oden was married at “The Wood-
yard,” the famous old home of the Wests, January 27, 1791,
by Rev. William Duke, who also officiated at his second wed-
ding, August 22, 1813, when he married the younger sister.
He was born in 1762, died in 1829. The West family is an
old one in Maryland, tracing their lineage back for centuries
to an English peer, Lord De La Ware. The first of the name
to emigrate was Stephen West, son of Sir John West, of
Houghton, Buckinghamshire, England, who settled in Anne
Arundel county, Maryland, and married Martha Hall, about
1720. Their son, Stephen West, Jr., married Hannah, daugh-
ter of Captain Williams, of Wales, and his wife, Christiana
Black, of Scotland. Captain Williams bought from his wife’s
brother, a Mr. Black, of London, “The Woodyard,” which
was a large estate on which Henry Darnall, brother-in-law of
Lord Baltimore, had built an enormous brick house. He was
land commissioner under the lord proprietor, and named his
plantation “The Delight of the Darnalls.” At his death it
passed to Mr. Black, of London, a relative and a large creditor
of Henry Darnall, from whom it was conveyed to his niece,
Hannah Williams, who married Stephen West, Jr., and thus
became “West property.” The house was probably the largest
in Southern Maryland, surrounded by a park and English
shrubbery, but was destroyed by fire shortly after the Civil
War.

Governor Oden Bowie, son of William Duckett and Eliza
Mary (Oden) Bowie, was born in Prince George’s county,
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Maryland, December 10, 1826, died December 4, 1894. He
was educated by a private tutor at home until nine years of
age, when, upon the death of his mother, he was sent to the
preparatory department of St. John’s College, Annapolis, at
that time under the charge of the distinguished Professor
Elwell. He remained at St. John's three years, and at twelve
years of age attended St. Mary’s College, Baltimore, where
in July, 1845, he graduated as valedictorian of his class.
Shortly afterward he began the study of law, but on the break-
ing out of the Mexican War, in 1846, he enlisted as a private
in the Baltimore and Washington Battalion, commanded by
Lieutenant Colonel William H. Watson, and was promoted
to a lieutenancy at the battle of Monterey, where he was highly
complimented for gallantry by General Taylor. President
Polk subsequently appointed Lieutenant Bowie senior cap-
tain of the only voltigeur regiment (one of the ten new United
States regiments then raised by act of Congress) ever in the
United States service. Captain Bowie's health, however,
proved unequal to the rigor of military life, and he was com-
pelled to return home before the end of the war. Upon his
return from Mexico, he devoted himself to farming, and in
spite of his active business and political career managed to find
time for agricultural pursuits. He had several of the finest
stock farms in the county, breeding largely thoroughbred
horses, Devon cattle, Southdown and Cotswold sheep.

His business life involved many important and respon-
sible trusts. In 1860 he was made president of the Baltimore
& Potomac Railroad Company, and at once proceeded to push
that enterprise with his customary energy, having several sec-
tions of the road under contract in 1861, when the work was
interrupted by the outbreak of the Civil War. On the return
of peace the construction of the road was recommended, and
was soon completed under Mr. Bowie's intelligent manage-
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ment. In 1873 he was elected president of the Baltimore City
Passenger Railway Company. When he assumed the presi-
dency of this corporation its stock was selling at $14, with a
par value of $25, no dividends had been declared for two
years, the company owed the city a debt of over $100,000 for
arrearages of park tax, and the road stock was in a wretched
condition. Later, stockholders received regular dividends,
and the equipment of the road was of the best character. In
1870 he was clected president of the Maryland Jockey Club,
then organized, and through his exertions the course at Pim-
lico was bought and established. In order to connect the city
and course more closely, the Arlington & Pimlico Railroad
Company was organized in January, 1881, with John Merry-
man as president. Mr. Merryman was ill when elected, and
was confined to his house all winter, but during his sickness
the road was built through the energetic efforts of Mr. Bowie,
and the first train ran over it May 14, 1881.

In politics Mr. Bowie was always a Democrat, and his
political career commenced in Prince George's county in 1847,
when he was nominated for the House of Delegates on the
Democratic ticket, and although not of age on Election Day,
was beaten by only ten votes in that strong Whig county. At
the following election, in 1849, he was elected to the House,
the only Democrat from the county, his three colleagues be-
ing Whigs. After this he withdrew entirely from active
politics until 1861, when he was nominated as the “peace
candidate” for the Senate, but the polls were seized by the
military, and the Democrats were not allowed to vote. In
1864 he was nominated as the Democratic candidate for lieu-
tenant governor, but was beaten by the soldier vote in the field.
Mr. Bowie was chairman of the Democratic State Central
Committee throughout the war, and was one of the principal
negotiators with Governor Swann in regaining control of the
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State for the Democrats. He was a delegate to the Chicago
State Democratic Convention which nominated McClellan
for the Presidency in 1864, was then appointed the member
of the Democratic State Committee from Maryland, and it
was through his exertions and influence that the Democratic
State Convention of 1868 was held in Baltimore. In 1867 he
was elected to the State Senate, where he became chairman
on the committee on federal relations and executive nomina-
tions, member of the committee on internal improvements, and
other important standing committees. This was a very im-
portant legislative session, and Mr. Bowie rendered valuable
and efficient service in the consideration and determination
of the many great public questions of the hour. It was at this
session that an effort was made to annul the charter of the
Baltimore & Potomac Railroad, and the life of the road was
only saved by the energy and ability of Mr. Bowie. In 1867
he was elected governor by a majority of nearly forty-two
thousand votes, leading largely the remainder of the Demo-
cratic State ticket. Governor Bowie’s administration was of
a most successful character, and was marked by many practical
and important achievements. Among them may be mentioned
the settlement of the oyster difficulties with Virginia, the
collection of the arrearages of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad,
the repayment by the United States of large sums of money
advanced by the State, and the obtainment of large quantities
of arms and artillery from the Federal government. Not the
least of the practical results of his administration was the
wonderful change produced in the condition of the Chesa-
peake & Ohio canal, which was metamorphosed from a finan-
cial wreck into an interest-paying enterprise. Governor
Bowie joined the Masonic order in 1870, and was a Master
Mason. He was a member of the Episcopal church.
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Governor Bowie married, December 3, 1851, Alice,
daughter of Charles H. and Rosalie Eugenia (Calvert) Car-
ter, of “Goodwood,” Prince George’s county, Maryland, the
latter of whom was a daughter of George Calvert, of River-
dale, a descendant of the early proprietors of Maryland.




HOWARD MUNNIKHUYSEN

HILE many of our countrymen owe their success to

‘intense concentration upon one line of effort, and while,
indeed, concentration is a quality of the highest value, yet
among the real leaders of American enterprise there often
appears a man so endowed by nature with a genius for organi-
zation and management as to be able to carry on with ease
and success a variety of momentous undertakings. Howard
Munnikhuysen was one of these specially favored individuals,
and no list of the important men of the Monumental City
could be complete without a sketch of his life and career, a
man peculiarly useful and successful in every direction in
which his preference took him.

Born in Harford county, Maryland, June 19, 1842, he
was the son of Dr. W. T. Munnikhuysen, of Bel Air, Mary-
land, a prominent physician. Dr. Munnikhuysen’s father was a
member of the old Holland family of that name, coming to
America about the year 1775 from Amsterdam, and settling
in Baltimore, where he became a prosperous merchant and
established a line of ships that traded extensively with for-
eign ports. His wife was a Mary Howard, whose ancestors
were prominent in the annals of Maryland.

Howard Munnikhuysen received his early education at
the public schools and the University of Maryland, from
which he graduated in 1863. He then studied law under
Henry D. Fernandis, at Bel Air, Maryland, and in 1864 came
to Baltimore, where he practiced for some time on his own
account, He became associated 'with Robert D. Morrison
and the law firm of Morrison, Munnikhuysen & Bond was
formed, Nicholas P. Bond being the third member. On Mr.
Morrison’s death the firm name was changed to Munnikhuy-
sen, Bond & Duffy, the latter being Edward Dulffy.



400 GENEALOGICAL AND MEMORIAL

Mr. Munnikhuysen’s rise in the profession was rapid,
and was largely due to his industry and his conscientious ef-
forts to master the science of law. He was noted for his apti-
tude in grappling with details and for his accurate and keen
perception and judgment, and possessing that judicial instinct
which makes its way quickly through immaterial details to
the essential points upon which the determination of a cause
must turn, he was soon one of the foremost corporation law-
yers at the bar.

Belonging to that class of distinctively representative
American men who aim to promote public progress while
advancing individual prosperity, he became counsel for, and
part owner in many useful and profitable enterprises which
contributed largely to the industrial growth of Baltimore.
Street railways received much of his attention, and he was
instrumental in the introduction and establishment of the first
cable and electric systems in Baltimore. His first venture in
this line was to project the Highlandtown & Point Breeze
Ratlway, which extended from City Hall to Highlandtown,
and which was afterwards absorbed by the City & Suburban
Railway Company. His projection of this line was due in
large measure to the fact that he represented various real estate
interests at Highlandtown, most of the property belonging to
the Pancoast estate, and he also was counsel for a Philadelphia
party who owned much land in that vicinity. The next street
railway enterprise with which he was connected resulted in
the introduction of rapid transit in this city. With the assist-
ance of others he secured through the Legislature a charter
which empowered the old People’s Railway Company to use
new methods of traction, to build new roads and to buy others
then in existence, and obtaining a controlling interest in the
old Citizens’ Railway, of which James S. Hagerty was
president, he consolidated the two roads under the name of
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the Baltimore Traction Company. In this enterprise he had
associated with him Messrs. Widener and Elkins, of Philadel-
phia, and the Messrs. Hambleton of this city, and these horse-
car lines were soon afterward converted into cable roads. He
was also actively interested in the introduction of modern street
railway in Washington, D. C.; and was president of the sys-
tem in that city up to two years previous to his death, which
occurred September 6, 1896. After retiring from the presi-
dency of the Washington company he gave his attention to
the development of the Pancoast estate at Highlandtown,
which under his management greatly increased in value.

Mr. Munnikhuysen was a splendid type of the alert,
energetic, progressive business man, to whom obstacles serve
rather as an impetus to renewed labor than a bar to progress.
Quick and decisive in his methods, keenly alive to any business
proposition and its possibilities, he found that pleasure in the
solution of a difficult problem without which there can be no
real success, as otherwise there is indicated a lack of that
intense interest which must be the foundation of all progress
in commercial and industrial lines. Both in public and pri-
vate life Mr. Munnikhuysen was ever unostentatious, always
ready to aid the needy and accord to the laborer his hire.
Among the public men who were his contemporaries he stood
as an example of honesty and patriotism, equaled by few and
excelled by none. During the whole period of his public life
he exhibited a consistency and uprightness of conduct which
won for him the admiration of his fellow-citizens.

In 1881 Mr. Munnikhuysen married Bessie A. Pancoast,
daughter of Dr. Joseph Pancoast, one of the most celebrated
surgeons of his day in Philadelphia.

A genial, companionable man, Mr. Munnikhuysen liked
to entertain his friends, and his handsome home on Charles
street was the scene of many brilliant social events, both he
MD.—28
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and his family being social favorites. He was a member of
the Maryland Club for more than thirty years. His country
seat at Catonsville is one of the show places of Maryland. It
is impossible to estimate the value of such men to a city. Their
influence ramifies all through the commercial and industrial
life, extending itself to the whole social economy. Every man,
from the toiling laborer to the merchant prince, receives bene-
fit from the enterprises which they devised and established;
they need no eulogy, for the simple record of their careers tells
its own story.
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JAMES MALCOLM

ITHOUT the wusual preliminary training, James
Malcolm began the study of law, and by reason of per-
severance and ambition finally overcame all obstacles, and
was admitted to practice at the Baltimore bar. For twenty
years thereafter he practiced his profession at that bar, and
when, on May 10, 1864, his death was announced in the vari-
ous courts of the city, Superior, Common Pleas, and City Cir-
cuit, cach vied with the other in rendering honor to his mem-
ory. All these courts adjourned until after the funeral as a
special mark of respect, and at a meeting of the Baltimore bar
resolutions were adopted extolling the many virtues of their
fallen comrade and acclaiming him as one whom they de-
lighted to honor.

James Malcolm was born August 135, 1819, the son of
Peter and Janet (Bell) Malcolm. Mrs. Malcolm’s brother,
Henry Bell, was renowned for having been the first to apply
steam successfully as a motive power to machinery in Great
Britain. James Malcolm began his active career as a clerk
in the mercantile business operated by his father, but he was
ambitious to become a lawyer, and finally obtained oppor-
tunity to read law under the direction of j. Mason Campbell,
of the Baltimore bar. He read and studied in Mr. Camp-
bell’s office, and finally, after passing the required examina-
tions, he was admitted to the Baltimore bar. The time con-
sumed in preparation for this examination was unusually
short, but the years which followed were years also of appli-
cation and study, and if he lost a case it was not through lack
of proper knowledge of the law as laid down in text book and
report. His capacity for work was enormous, and he gave to
all his early cases such intense study and application that he
grew in learning as well as in experience very rapidly. He
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was noted for his loyalty to a client’s interest, and as he grew
in argument, alive in strength, and in knowledge of court
procedure, he became a most formidable antagonist. = Finally
came the time when he was the peer of most of his contem-
poraries in ability and learning. Courteous always to the court
and to his legal brethren, he received equal courtesy in return,
and his relations with his brethren were unusually cordial.
Though associated with William Pinckney Whyte in crim-
inal law, he was never known to take but one criminal case.
He had a great aversion to dishonesty and crime of any de-
scription, and could never be induced to defend malefactors
in the criminal courts. He was a man of a strong, upright
and sterling character and unimpeachable integrity. He could
not tolerate a lie and never broke his word nor deceived anyone
in the smallest degree. No man in Baltimore had more friends
than he, being gracious and kind to all who came in contact
with him. He belonged to that coterie of prominent lawyers
who made the Baltimore bar so famous in pre-war times by
their great knowledge of the law and by their courtesy both
in and out of court. He counted among his intimate friends
such men as Severn Teakle Wallis, I. Nevett Steele, Mahon,
and other men of distinction. He was a Southerner to the
backbone, and though he did not believe in slavery, nor ever
held slaves, all his sympathies were with the Confederacy in
the great struggle between the States. James Malcolm was a
devout and active member of the congregation of the old
Central Presbyterian Church. He served for a number of
years on its board of trustees, and it is said of him that he
never failed to attend Sunday services.

James Malcolm married Rachel C. Cole, daughter of
Hamilton H. and Evaline M. Cole, and granddaughter of
George Milemon, architect of the old court house.

He was the soul of constancy, and to his dying day re-



GENEALOGICAL AND MEMORIAL 405

tained the friendship of those with whom he came in con-
tact. He was a sound adviser, and whether considered as
professional man, citizen, or friend, no man ever passed from
the Baltimore bar more generally regretted than James Mal-
colm, who passed to the jurisdiction of the Great Court from
his home on Charles street, in the city of Baltimore, May
10, 1864.




JUDGE JAMES RUSSELL BRASHEARS

T a memorial service held in the Anne Arundel County

Court House in honor of a fallen comrade, James Russell

Brashears, an Associate Judge of the Fifth Judicial Circuit of
Maryland, a calleague, said in part:

In connection with this gathering here today, 1 cannot but recall that
other gathering nine years ago in the Court House at Ellicott City, when
Judge Brashears was nominated. It so happened that the privilege was given
to me, as one of the delegates to that convention, to place him in the nomina-
tion, and the sincere sentiments and predictions then expressed at the outset
of his judicial career, perfectly harmonize today with our tributes to that
career, now ended. He was the unanimous choice of the Convention, and
the representatives of all three counties of the circuit took pride in acclaiming
him as the man of their choice, and in pointing to his splendid qualifications
for the new honor that was being bestowed upon him. It was a happy
occasion, not only in felicitation of the moment, but more especially because
of the brightness of the prospect that lay before our nominee. That was the
auspicious beginning of his judicial career, which, with the ripening of years,
even increased in lustre and strength, and at its close stands out as a monu-
ment to nobility of character and devotion to duty. Today it is in sad
retrospection that we are gathered together to pay tribute to this noble life
and this honored career, which had become an association and attachment
to the hearts of all of us. Judge Brashears was a good man, and so pure
and undefiled was his private life that it was inevitable that his professional
and judicial career should reflect the same enobling characteristics. He
possessed in a marked degree the four traits which Socrates said belonged to a
judge: ‘“He heard courteously; he answered wisely; he considered soberly,
and decided impartially.” DMoreover, he fully measured up also to Lord
Bacon's description of a judge: ‘““He was more learned than witty; more
reverend than plausible; more advised than confident; above all things in-
tegrity was his portion and proper virtue.”

While he was beloved by all who knew him, by laymen as well as by
his brethren of the Bench and Bar, it was to the younger members that he
especially endeared himself by his kindly and helpful interest in them and
their proper endeavors. This was true though of all persons needing en-
couragement and help, for having himself learned from his own experience
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what it means to make one’s way in life, from humble beginnings, the splen-
did qualities of his heart and mind were broadened as he ripened in experience,
and gave him a rare understanding of and sympathy with all those with
struggles and difficulties to overcome. -

Always kindly and affable, and even gentle of disposition, he neverthe-
less commanded unbounded respect and the evildoer knew and feared him
as his uncompromising foe. He was a man of positive convictions on funda-
mental principles and conception of duty, and of unbending courage in
standing up for them, so that under his administration the noble and best
traditions of this Honorable Court have been fully maintained. He was
a good man, an able and conscientious judge, an enlightened and public-
spirited citizen, a devoted and dutiful husband and father, a loyal and sincere
friend, he was, all in all, a true Christian, and more than that could not be
said.

Said an eminent judge:

His high character, unblemished life and great modesty could be studied
with profit by the young men now at the Bar and entering public life. Many
of our young men at their entrance into public life may feel that they have
to, in order that they may achieve success, be of the world, worldly, yet in
this politically tempestuous county there lived and died a man who, starting
life with few advantages, except high character and industry, guided by
true Christian teachings, so retiring, so modest, that I feel perfectly safe in
saying that during his life he never uttered a word that could not have been
with propriety spoken in the presence of his wife, mother or young son, and
vet his county loved to honor him and he held very nearly every position of
trust and honor that could be held by an attorney.

From the day that Judge Brashears came to the Bar until the day of
his death, he constantly grew in public esteem. He enjoyed the confidence
of all the people regardless of party. At the first session of the Legislature
at which he served, he was, with his modesty, freedom from all petty vices
of the times, and his genial disposition to take his duties seriously, regarded
as out of place in that body; but in short time his sterling worth, hard work
and high character advanced him to his proper place, and at the session of
1894 he was chairman of the House Committee on Judicial Proceedings, the
highest honor in that body that can come to an attorney.

As State’s attorney he was careful, prudent and a hard worker, con-
stantly improving, until toward the close of his term he was a dangerous
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opponent, and during his term won several notable victories in the conviction
of habitual violators of the law who had grown to believe they were immune
from conviction.

As Associate Judge of this circuit it is hardly necessary for me to speak
after the eloquent words spoken of him by his colleague who served with
him during the whole time he was on the Bench, and the members of this
Bar who have spoken so beautifully of his work and exalted character.

This was how the kindly-hearted, perfectly-poised, clear-
headed, clean-minded judge was regarded by the members of
the profession he long adorned. With a mind without bias
he worked hard to master cases in order that he might reach
a proper conclusion and decide ecach case according to the
law and the facts, and his written opinions were clear and to
the point. Outside the profession he had an admiring throng
of friends in all walks of life, and when the end came the
people of the Fifth Judicial Circuit mourned.

Judge Brashears came of good, sturdy stock, his people
were settled in Lower Anne Arundel many years before the
Revolutionary War, and six days after the Declaration of In-
dependence the Brashears and Gardiner boys were volunteer-
ing for service in the companies of Captains Tillard and Chew,
then forming at West River to fight for our independence.
The American ancestor, Benjamin Brasseur, came from
France to Virginia, and thence to Maryland, in 1658, and
was naturalized an English subject, December 4, 1662. Soon
afterward he died intestate, but his widow, Mary, whose
death occurred soon after that of her husband’s, left 2 will
in which she gave her residence as ‘“The Clefts.” Benjamin
Brasseur, the founder, was commissioned a judge of Calvert
county, May 21, 1661, according to Volume II, page 424,
“Archives of Maryland.” The line of descent from Judge
Benjamin Brasseur to Judge James Russell Brashears, to whose
memory this review is dedicated, is through the founder’s
son Robert, his son Samuel, his son John, his son Joha (2),
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his son William, his son Robert, his son John William, his
son Judge James R. Brashears.

The records of the land commissioner’s office show that
28414 acres, a part of Anne Arundel Manor, was surveyed,
June 12, 1769, for Mr. John Brashears (the anglicised form
of the name) and on September 1, 1771, was patented to
Mr. John Brashears. This land was devised by him to his
sons, Benjamin, William and Jonathan, by his will, dated
August 10, 1771. William Brashears, great-grandfather of
Judge James R. Brashears, was the last of the name to own
a part of “Brashears Purchase,” and when he conveyed his
interest to strangers he reserved the family burial ground.
John William Brashears, father of Judge James R. Brashears,
was a farmer, a strong and able man, who served for a time
as register of wills of Anne Arundel county.

James Russell Brashears, son of John William and Willie
E. Brashears, was born at West River, Anne Arundel county,
Maryland, March 13, 1858, died August 19, 1917, at his home
in Annapolis, Maryland. He attended public school and West
River Academy until eighteen years of age, working on the
home farm during vacation periods. At the age of eighteen
he came to Annapolis, a strong, well-developed, modest, coun-
try boy, entering his father’s office as deputy register of wills,
virtually running the ofiice. Keen and alert of mind, he soon
saw that the returns from farm labor were small in com-
parison, and he determined to study law. Upon completing
his law preparation, he was admitted to the bar, and began
practice in the year 1887. Said a colleague of the bench in
referring to this period:

This member of the Court enjoyed an intimate acquaintance with Judge
Brashears before his admission to the Bar, and, together as young men just
beginning life, we talked of our hopes and aims and plans for the future.
Like most of the boys of the Civil War period, we had not enjoyed many
educational advantages and agreed that we could hardly hope to ever enjoy
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any of the honors then held by the older distinguished members of the bar,
while both of us, having the natural reverence of the country boy for persons
in high place, looked upon the members of the Court as persons apart from
ordinary mortals only to be approached with awe and reverence.

At that time Judge Brashears was a young man of pleasing appearance,
fair of form, physically a giant in strength, gentle manners and pleasing
address, he inspired confidence and rapidly grew in public esteem.

His acquaintance gained in the office of Register of Wills
was very large all over the county, and practice came to him
in abundance. This acquaintance never grew less, for he held
his friends, who constantly increased in number, becoming in
time a valuable asset both in a professional and political way.
He began early to make his influence felt in Democratic party
councils, and beginning with the year 1889, and continuing
until 19o1, his name was on this party ticket at every State
election. In 1889 he was elected to the Maryland House of
Delegates, and was thrice re-elected, an unusual honor in Anne
Arundel county. At the general election of 189g, although
most of the Democratic candidates were defeated, he was
elected State’s Attorney, serving most ably a full term of four
years. In 1gor he was again elected to the House of Dele-
gates, his fourth term. During his term he served as tem-
porary speaker on committees on Ways and Means, and chair-
man on Judiciary, the ranking committee of the House;
chairman of the Committee on Chesapeake Bay and Its Tribu-
taries, and chairman of the Committee on Temperance.
While a member of the General Assembly he absolutely re-
fused all passes, neither would he accept an allowance for
postage.

In 1907 he was elected State Senator for a four years’
term, but had hardly entered upon his senatorial duties when
he was appointed by Governor Austin L. Crothers to fill the
vacancy upon the bench of the Fifth Judicial Circuit Court,
caused by the death of Judge James Revell. The appointment
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was made April 1, 1908, and under it Judge Brashears served
until the next general election, when he was elected to suc-
ceed himself, for the full term of fifteen years. He had been
nominated for the office by the Democrats of the circuit com-
prising the counties of Anne Arundel, Howard and Carroll,
and had the endorsement of the Republican Convention, a
splendid tribute to receive from political opponents. With his
elevation to the bench, he practically retired from all political
activity.

He was truly one of those sincere, noble characters who
made the world better for having lived in it. In his public
career, as in his private life, he exemplified the highest ideals,
and as one who loved his fellowmen he was, in turn, loved
and honored by them. He was in the truest sense a Christian
gentleman, and, as one of the pastors at the funeral services
so feelingly said: “The Lord abode with him." Judge
Brashears was thoroughly practical and an accomplished man
of affairs. His boyhood experience on the farm, his later
experience in the Register of Wills office, in the active practice
of his profession, as State’s Attorney, as member of the House
of Delegates for four terms and as State Senator, and lastly
his judicial career, his interest in which was shared by his
delight in his home farm, all served to broaden his knowledge
of men as well as of affairs, and, combined with his ster-
ling integrity and unswerving devotion to duty, splendidly
equipped him for the invaluable service he rendered to his
people. He had, especially, rare discernment in picking out
the true from the false, and stood as a veritable bulwark
against sharp practices and unrighteous machinations, just as
he stood ever ready to extend the strong arm of the law (and
with justice tempered with mercy) to all those who needed
and merited its help and protection.
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Judge Brashears was a member and a trustee of the First
Methodist Episcopal Church of Annapolis, his funeral being
from that church, where a great throng from city, county and
State gathered to pay last homage to one whom they loved.
He was a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows,
and of the Improved Order of Red Men, and of the various
bar associations, local, State and National.

Judge Brashears married, December 22, 1891, Matilda
Brown, daughter of ex-Mayor James Brown, of Annapols.
Mrs. Brashears survives her husband with an only son, Lieu-
tenant James H. B. Brashears, a graduate of St. John’s Col-
lege, now second lieutenant of the United States Marine Corps,
who was stationed at Quantico, Virginia, at the time of his
father’s death.

The memorial service held in honor of the memory of
Judge Brashears was presided over by Judges Moss and For-
sythe; eulogies were offered by lawyers and judges, and the
following resolutions unanimously adopted:

WHEREAS, The Supreme Ruler of the Universe has in His Divine
Providence seen fit to remove from our midst, Hon. James R. Brashears,
late Associate Judge of this Court, and

WHEREAS, In view of the cordial relations that existed between Judge
Brashears and the members of the Bar, it is right, fit and proper, that a
public acknowledgment by the Bench and Bar of his virtues, personal and
legal qualities, should be made a matter of record.

‘THEREFORE, Be It Resolved by the members of the Bar of the Circuit
Court for Anne Arundel County, that we here express our deep regret at
his untimely demise.

REsoLvED, That in his association with the members of this Bar that he
was always courteous, considerate, careful, kind and conscientious.

REsoLveD, That in our belief, personal feelings or motives never entered
into his mind in regard to any case before him, whether he was a friend or
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foe, and that we believe he held. the scales of justice with such an even hand
that a feather’s weight would turn them.

REesoLvep, That this Bar feels that his death was a distinct and sad
loss to our community, and that we bow to his memory loyally with our

hearts.

REesoLvep, That in his high character, he was an ornament to the Bench
of the State, and that his loss to the Bench, the State and the people of Anne
Arundel County, is a deep regret to those who practiced before him as a
Judge and who associated with him individually.

REsoLveD, That a copy of these resolutions be entered upon the minutes
of the Court and another be sent to his family.




GEORGE STEWART BROWN

GEORGE STEWART BROWN, for nearly half a century

the active head of the famous old banking house of Alex-
ander Brown & Sons, in addition to the possession of the
exceptional financial ability inherited from his father and
grandfather, had talents which fitted him for public life, and
for many years served with distinction as Paymaster-General
of the State. He was identified with almost all the important
financial and philanthropic interests of Baltimore, and to each
one he proved himself a tower of strength.

George Stewart Brown, son of George and Isabella (Mec-
Lanahan) Brown, and grandson of Alexander Brown, the
founder of the house, was born May 7, 1834, in Baltimore,
where he received his academical education at McNally’s
Institute. At the age of sixteen he entered his father’s office,
and at twenty was admitted to membership of the irm. Upon
the death of his father, in 1859, he became the head of the
house and the only surviving member of the firm. In 1867
W. H. Graham became associated with him, and in 1872
W. G. Bowdoin was taken into the firm, the name of which
remained, as always, unchanged.

In 1868 Mr. Brown was appointed by Governor Swann
Paymaster-General of the State, and was continued in office
for many years, being reappointed by several succeeding
occupants of the gubernatorial chair. His period of service
was marked by the greatest efficiency, and he always mani-
fested a peculiarly strong interest in the militia. He twice
served on the Harbor Committee, and also the Committee
on Manufactures. Among other positions of trust which he
held were those of president of the Baltimore & Havana
Steamship Company, director in the National Mechanics’
Bank, the old Calvert Sugar Refining Company, and the
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Union Railroad Company, and vice-president of the Canton
Company. An active business man, General Brown engaged
in many forms of enterprise, and in politics was a leader in
the reform movement of 1859, and in similar movements in
1875 and 1889, serving in the last named year as chairman
of the Nominating Committec of One Hundred. He was long
identified with the Young Men’s Christian Association, and
was one of the most liberal contributors to its support. For
many years he was one of the managers of the House of
Refuge, the Blind Asylum, and the Maryland Bible Society,
and was also a trustee of the Peabody Institute. Next to his
anxiety for the moral and social welfare of his native city
was his interest in all that could increase its beauty, and as
Park Commissioner he rendered most valuable aid in this
direction. Politically he was a Democrat, although at all
times preferring “the right man in the right place,” inde-
pendent of party considerations. He was for many years
identified with the First Presbyterian Church, on Madison
street, to the work of which he was a liberal contributor.

General Brown married, in 1857, Harriet Eaton, of New
York, and they became the parents of a son, to whom they
gave the name of his great-grandfather, Alexander. General
Brown was of striking appearance, being tall and straight as
an arrow, with a full grey beard. He was sparsely built, but
active, and always fond of athletic sports. He was one of the
organizers of the Elkridge Hunt Club, and until a few years
previous to his death was an ardent follower of the hounds,
keeping pace with men many years his junior. More recently
he turned his attention to yachting, and on board the “Bally-
mena’’ traveled all along the North American Atlantic coast.
He also spent much time in Europe, his visits being frequent
and of considerable duration.

General Brown died May 19, 189o, at his Baltimore resi-
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dence, mourned by the entire community for the exercise of
those qualities which made him, as a man and a citizen, a
worthy successor of noble and public-spirited ancestors, a pil-
lar of the prosperity of his native city, and a motive power in
her advancement. As a man, admirable in every relation of
life, he has left an honored memory, honored especially for
those good deeds which his modesty would fain have con-
cealed, but for which multitudes bless his name.




JUDGE WALTER 1. DAWKINS

HE family of Dawkins established itself at Over Norton,

Oxfordshire, England, in the time of Henry VIII. One
of the family who attained prominence as a sea general, as
admirals were then called, fought under Blake when Jamaica
was captured. Later he became one of Cromwell's major
generals who helped govern England and was placed in charge
of South Wales. Another of the family, who is praised by
Dr. Johnson in Boswell’s biography, devoted his wealth to
two objects. A classical scholar and traveller, he fitted out
an armed expedition, and re-discovered Palmyra, which had
been lost for centuries to civilized eyes. His travelling com-
panion, Wood, published a large folio volume narrating the
journey. Subsequently James became a secret agent of the
“Young Pretender,” and represented him at the Court of
Frederick the Great. He 1s mentioned with much praise in
a book by Mr. Andrew Lang, entitled “Pickles, the Spy,”
which is a history of the “Young Pretender’s” betrayal by some
of his Scotch adherents. The founder of the family in Amer-
ica was Joseph Dawkins, of Calvert county, Maryland, said
to have been born in England, and to have come from Oxford-
shire to Maryland about the middle of the seventeenth century.

Arms—Gules, a lion passant or, between two roses in pale argent and
as many flaunches of the second each charged with a lion rampant sable.

Crest—A dexter arm couped at the shoulder proper, holding a battle axe
bendways or, the blade rose gules.

Joseph Dawkins, the immigrant ancestor of the Daw-
kins of Maryland, settled in Calvert county, in the year 1668,
or prior thereto. Among the documents formerly belonging
to the Lords of Baltimore, which were brought from England
by Dr. William Hand Brown, and are now in the Maryland

MD.—27
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Historical Society, is the Rent Roll of Calvert County, the
original book used by the Lords Proprietors. On page 21
appeared the following entry: “Hill Hall,” 200 acres, sur-
veyed April 11, 1668, for Joseph Dawkins and Robert An-
drews. ‘“Hill Hall” was probably the home plantation of
Joseph Dawkins. He also acquired two other tracts known,
respectively, as “Joseph’s Reserve” and “Joseph’s Place,” as
appears from the following entries in the Rent Roll, “Joseph’s
Place” containing 200 acres, surveyed November 24, 1682, for
Joseph Edloe, situated on the north side of the Patuxent river
and the west side of Leonard’s creek, in possession of William
Dawkins, and “Joseph’s Reserve,” 196 acres surveyed, Novem-
ber 27, 1682, for Joseph Dawkins.

(I) The founder of this family in America was Joseph
Dawkins, of Calvert county, Maryland, said to have been
born in England, and to have come from Oxfordshire to
Maryland about the middle of the seventeenth century. He
married Mary Hale. His will was probated May 9, 1685.
Children: 1. Joseph, see forward. 2. William, married Ann
Smith. 3. James. 4. Mary, became the wife of James Duke,
of Calvert county, Maryland.

(II) Joseph Dawkins, son of Joseph and Mary (Hale)
Dawkins, was a resident of Calvert county, Maryland. He
died in 1715, and his will was probated April 2, 1715. He
married Sarah - Children: 1. William, see forward.
2. Joseph, of “Bachelor Hall.” 3. James, born April 29,
1708, of “Haphazard” and “Mary’s Dukedom.” 4. Mary.
5. Sarah. 6. Margarett. 7. Dorcas.

(I1T) William Dawkins, eldest son of Joseph and Sarah
Dawkins, married Mary, daughter of General James Mackall.
This marriage is recorded on page 86 of the Register of Christ
Church Parish, Calvert county, as follows: “William Daw-
kins intermarried with Mary Mackall, August gth, 1720.”
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General James Mackall, member of the House of Burgesses
from Calvert county, Maryland, 1712, and Chief Justice of
Calvert county, 1716, married Ann Brooke, daughter of
Roger Brooke, born September 20, 1637; Justice, 1675 to 1684,
and High Sheriff, 1684, and his second wife, Mary (Wolse-
ley) Brooke. Roger Brooke was son of Robert Brooke, born
June 3, 1602, in Southampton, England; B. A., Wadham Col-
lege, Oxford, July 6, 1620, M.A., April 23, 1624; arrived in
Maryland, June 30, 1650; commander of Charles county,
Maryland, 1650; president of Provincial Council, 16352, act-
ing Governor of Maryland, 1652; died July 20, 1655, and his
second wife, Mary (Mainwaring) Brooke, daughter of Roger
Mainwaring, Bishop of St. David’s. William Dawkins died
1756, and his will was probated November 20, 1756. Chil-
dren of William and Mary Dawkins: 1. Ann, born August
2, 1721; married a Mr. Elliott. 2. Sarah, born September
18, 1723, died 1730. 3. Elizabeth, born April 19, 1725. 4.
James, born January 15, 1726. 5. Joseph, born January 22,
1728. 6. Mary, born November 10, 1730. 7. M. Dorcas,
born March 20, 1732. 8. William, see forward. 9. Charles,
born August 22, 1736; married Rebecca . 10. Rebecca,
born May 3, 1738. 11. Benjamin, born June 4, 1740. 12.
Jesse, born July 21, 1742.

(IV) William Dawkins, son of William and Mary
(Mackall) Dawkins, of Calvert county, Maryland, was born
August 3, 1734, and died after 1786. He married
Children: 1. Rebecca, born December 2, 1759. 2. Joseph,
see forward.

(V) Joseph Dawkins, son of William Dawkins, was
born about 1769. He married Mary , and they had
one child, James, see forward.

(VI) James Dawkins, son of Joseph and Mary Daw-
kins, of Calvert county, Maryland, was born in 1793, and




420 GENEALOGICAL AND MEMORIAL

died March 6, 1826. He married, 1816, Mary Parran, daugh-
ter of Alexander Parran, born 1757, died 1805, and his wife,
Millie (King) Parran, born 1761, died 1818. Alexander
Parran was a son of Young Parran, Associate Justice of Cal-
vert county, 1747 to 1755; Chief Justice of Calvert county,
1756 to 1769; member of the House of Burgesses, 1765 to
1771, and his wife, Elizabeth (Smith) Parran. Young Par-
ran was son of Alexander Parran, Chief Justice of Calvert
county, 1700, and his wife, Mary (Young) Parran. Children
of James and Mary (Parran) Dawkins: 1. Elizabeth Mary,
born October 6, 1817. 2. Alexander, born March 28, 1819.
3. Young Parran, see forward. 4. Jane, born June 8, 1822. 3.
Eliza Maria, born December 13, 1823. 6. Rebecca.

(VII) Young Parran Dawkins, son of James and Mary
(Parran) Dawkins, of St. Mary’s county, Maryland, was born
October 3, 1820, and died January 23, 1883. He was Judge
Commissioner of the Orphans’ Court, assessor, and held other
offices. He married, May 26, 1842, Alethea Elizabeth Dor-
sey, born 1824, died October 235, 1878, daughter of Walter and
Ann (Ireland) Dorsey, of Calvert county, Maryland. Chil-
dren: 1. James Alexander, born September 21, 1845; married
(first) Melissa Polk Bryant, daughter of Joshua Bryant, of
Harford county, Maryland; married (second) Mary Lizzie
Deming, born June 12, 1857, daughter of Edward C. and
Frances (Ghislen) Deming, of Norfolk, Virginia. Child by
first marriage: James Arnold, born October 29, 1875, died
June 27, 1876. Children by second marriage: Frances Ale-
thea, born April 14, 1884; Young Parran, born April 19,
1887; Mary Deming, born November 14, 1889, became the
wife of Herbert S. Michael. 2. Mary, born August 30, 1849,
died November 10, 1850. 3. Young Parran, born September
23, 1856, died, unmarried, December 9, 1899. 4. Walter
Ireland, born October 21, 1858; Associate Judge of the Su-
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preme Bench of Baltimore; former president of the Maryland
State Bar Association. 5. Eva, born May 27, 1864, and died
March 2, 1917, was the wife of James S. Edelen, of Prince
George county, Maryland.




WILLIAM STEWART POLK

WONDERFUL life ended September 7, 1917, with the

passing of William S. Polk, of Baltimore, a nonagenarian
in years, a leading man in the insurance field for half a cen-
tury, an ex-naval officer and ex-army officer, and one of Balti-
more’s best-known and deeply-respected citizens. But it is
not these facts that form his claim to be numbered with those
men of eminence whose lives are the glory of the city of Balti-
more, but his life of uprightness, his Christian character and
his all-embracing charity. No pen could overdraw the beauty
of the life now begun in a better clime.

The Polk family is one of antiquity, tracing to early days
in Scotland, the feudal barony of Pollock being held in the
family in the time of King David, who reigned in the twelfth
century.

Arms—Vert a saltire or, between three high horns argent, stringed gules,
in the flanks and base.
Crest—A boar passant quarterly or, and vert transfixed through the

shoulder by an arrow proper.
Motto—dA ndaciter et strenne.

In the year 1269, Petrus de Pollok was one of the men
of rank who under pressure submitted to Edward of England
in the bond known as Ragman’s Roll. Petrus de Pollok was
succeeded by his son, Robert de Pollok, who married Agnes,
daughter of Sir John Maxwell, Lord of Carlaverok, they the
parents of a son, John Brecius de Pollok, who left a son, John
de Pollok, designated in a charter by King James II. of Scot-
land (December 12, 1439), as: “Nobilis sir Johannis de Pol-
lok, fillius et Tires Brecius de Pollok.” From this famous
noble sprang the illustrious line of Pollok of that ilk. His
ancestor was Charles Pollok. John de Pollok had a second
son, Robert de Pollok, who received from King James II.
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the great land grant in New Scotland, as Ireland was
then called. He became Sir Robert de Pollok, whose eldest
son John inherited the estates in Old Scotland, while the
youngest son Robert received the newly acquired lands in Ire-
land, with the title of Sir Robert de Pollok, the name there
always and until this day having been pronounced Polk by
the natives, as 1t has continued to be by the descendants of
the one who brought it to Maryland.

In the year 1640, Sir Robert de Pollok, of Ireland, joined
the Scotch Covenanters, whose commander-in-chief and gov-
ernor of Dumbarton Castle was a relative of General Sir Alex-
ander Leslie, one of the famous soldiers of that day. In 1646
Sir George Maxwell, of Nestor Pollok, was married to Lady
Arabella Stewart, lineal descendant of King Robert IT1. He
was succeeded by his son, Thomas; and his second son, Robert
Bruce Pollok, married the widow of Major Porter, of the
English Army. According to the, best authorities, the lady
was Miss Madeline Tasker and heiress to the estate of Morn-
ing Hall in Ireland. She was closely related to the Countess
of Mornington, and an aunt to the Duke of Wellington.
Robert de Pollok had patented to him in 1687 certain estates
in Dames Quarter, Somerset county, Maryland, which have
descended in the family to the present generation. Robert
Bruce Pollok (Polk) had eight children, the majority of
whom married and left descendants who have been among
Maryland’s distinguished sons, and found in high position all
through the West and South, a President of the United States
bearing the name. The name of Robert Polk and that of his
son appear in 1689 among the loyal subjects of Somerset
county, Maryland, who addressed a letter to King William
and Queen Mary.

The line of descent from Robert Polk, the founder of
the family in Maryland, is through hijs fifth son, Robert, who
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married a Miss Gillette. Their son, Captain Robert Polk,
married Elizabeth Digby Peale, sister of Maryland’s most
famed artist, Charles Willson Peale. Captain Robert Polk
commanded the sloop, “Robert Polk,” and later the schooner,
“Montgomery,” during the Revolution, and during a desper-
ate engagement between the “Montgomery” and English ves-
sels 1n 1777 was mortally wounded.

Charles Peale Polk, son of Captain Robert and Elizabeth
Digby (Peale) Polk, inherited the artistic talent of the Peales
and became a celebrated artist. His son, David Peale Polk,
was a distinguished officer of the United States in 1812. His
wife was Letitia (Stewart) Polk, of Maryland. Their son,
William Stewart Polk, of Baltimore, was an honored repre-
sentative of this branch of an honored family, and to him this
review is dedicated.

William Stewart Polk was born in Washington, D. C., in
1827, and died at his home in Baltimore, Maryland, Septem-
ber 7, 1917. At the age of twelve years he was brought to
Baltimore by his parents, and there ever afterward resided.
He was a well-educated young man, his last years of training
being in a Philadelphia school. His business career began in
Baltimore as clerk in a large mercantile establishment. He
continued in business until 1853, in which year he entered the
naval service, being assigned to the United States steam frig-
ate, “Saranac,” as assistant paymaster, and he made a memor-
able voyage to the Mediterranean, returning in 1856. Later
he received an appointment to the Virginia Military Insti-
tute, where he was at the outbreak of the Civil War. He was
commissioned a captain of engineers by Governor Letcher, of
Virginia, and served in that capacity until the close of the war.

After the war was ended he returned to Baltimore, and
for half a century was actively engaged in the insurance busi-
ness. He entered the underwriting field in 1866 as a member



GENEALOGICAL AND MEMORIAL 425

of the firm of John S. Selby & Company, and four years later
he purchased the interests of his partner, and became sole
proprietor of the agency. The business was conducted indi-
vidually until 19o1, in which year Fletcher Long, who had
been identified with the office since 1869, and David Peale
Polk, son of the senior member, who entered the office at the
age of seventeen years, were admitted to partnership. The
agency made its start in 1866 as representatives of the Georgia
Home of Columbus and the Valley of Virginia of Westches-
ter. The agency of the Liverpool, London and Globe Insur-
ance Company was conferred upon this office with the incom-
ing of 1868, being the only fire insurance corporation repre-
sented as agents. This company was among those who
promptly paid every penny of the losses encountered by the
Baltimore devastation of 1904, and has done likewise when-
ever involved in large conflagrations. Besides being admir-
ably cquipped to write fire risks up to any figure as the accred-
ited representatives of the staunch corporation named, a
permanent and influential clientele was controlled as brokers
in all insurance lines. Health, accident, liability, plate glass,
steam boiler, burglary, fidelity and surety contracts were writ-
ten for the Philadelphia Casualty, a connection dating back
several years. Modernly appointed offices were occupied in
suite No. 1170, Chamber of Commerce Building. This agency
was affiliated with the Association of Fire Underwriters of
Baltimore City from its carliest formation, in August, 1879.
The signature of the senior Polk is the ninth of the thirty-two
appended to the articles of agreement, and the rules and regu-
lations adopted at that time to banish rebating and other evils
from the insurance circles of the Monumental City. Mr. Polk
naturally took a pride in his long and honorable professional
record, during which he always cnjoyed the good will and
regard of his compeers and the implicit confidence of clients,
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companies and all coming in touch with him. He was re-
garded as an authority on insurance affairs and he unselfishly
and cheerfully gave his fellow agents the benefit of the thor-
ough knowledge attained during his long experience. For
over forty years he was general agent for the Liverpool, Lon-
don and Globe Insurance Company, and when, in 19035, he
toured England, his Liverpool stay was signalized by an elab-
orate entertainment tendered him by the English insurance
companies whom he represented in Baltimore. In 1911 the
firm with which he had long been connected re-organized as
Hopper, Polk & Purnell, insurance agents and brokers, Mr.
Polk becoming vice-president, which post he filled until his
death, although active business duties had long been surren-
dered to the younger men of the concern. Yet he visited his
offices every day, although his health was failing for several
months. When his ninetieth birthday arrived, and he passed
into the ranks of the nonagenarian, he retired from his activi-
ties. From his long years of intimacy with Baltimore, his par-
ticipation in the great war, and his extended course of reading
and study, he was a veritable mine of historical information
and a much sought after authority.

Mr. Polk married Lou Ellen Anderson, of Tennessee,
who survives him with two sons, Anderson and David Peale
Polk, all residents of Baltimore. A daughter, Lucile, married
George Brooke, and resides at Birdsboro, Pennsylvania, near
Philadelphia.

The following eulogy gives an intimate view of the beauty
of character and charming personality of Mr. Polk, the writer
being a personal friend:

On Friday, the seventh of this month, there passed to the Great Beyond,
a man noted for those attributes which go to make up the true Christian

gentleman, apart from the superb qualifications which gave him a marked
place in the particular business sphere in which he was engaged. William
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Stewart Polk was a man sui generis. -As has been stated, he was without a
flaw in his dealings with man in his business career of more than half a
century in this community.

But it was to the Christian character of this gentleman that special
attention is called. For the said half a century he had been a devout follower
of his Divine Master, holding fast to those tenets of the Christian faith
which are alone satisfying to the devout believer and are so necessary to that
salvation wrought out for all by Him who died that they might live.

M-r. Polk possessed the charity for all men which utterly precluded his
judging any man falsely. He was modest in his personal demeanor, willing
always to defer to others what he might have arrogated to himself in the
decision of important matters. He was full of brotherly kindness which drew
men unto him in their dealings with him, they knowing full well that every-
thing would inure to the best interest of all concerned. He was a devout
student of Holy Writ. It was his greatest pleasure to study the Bible, and
within the period of his Christian life he had read it through word for word
sixty-five times, so arranging that the last verse in Revelation would be read on
his birthday. It is unquestionable as to whether a similar record can be
shown. It can be very well surmised that the life of such a man was a
benison to all who came closely in contact with him. His was an example
which one might follow.

The loss to his family cannot be estimated as it is irreparable and too
sacred a subject to suggest comment. That he will be missed by all who
knew him goes without the saying, but they know in whom he believed and
persuaded that He will hold him in His hands until that day when all shall be
united in that blessed home for ever and ever.

In thus reviewing the life of his friend and its peaceful ending, the writer
feels that the thought uppermost in his mind should be: “Let me die the
death of the righteous and may my past end be like this.”




GEORGE WILLIAM ABELL

FOREMOST among the journalists of the recent past, was
George William Abell, who built up the “Baltimore Sun”
to be one of the few representative papers of the United States.
Mr. Abell has left a name in his profession greater even than
that of his distinguished father, the founder of the paper, the
latter having been more of a business man than a journalist,
while George William Abell is regarded by many as the
greatest newspaper man of his time.
Mr. Abell was born December 21, 1842, in Baltimore.
He was the second son of Arunah Shepherdson and Mary
(Fox-Campbell) Abell, and received his preparatory educa-
tion at Dalrymple’s School, whence he passed to the University
of Maryland, graduating with highest honors, June 17, 1861.
He took up the study of law, and on December 17, 1864, was
admitted to the Baltimore bar, but, after spending two years
in the office of Charles J. Gwinn, decided to make journalism
rather than law the work of his life. He, therefore, entered
the counting-room of the “Sun,” and thence passed into the
news and editorial departments. He was identified with all
the improvements, developments and enterprises of the paper
from the time he entered its service until the day of his death,
a period of nearly thirty years. His legal studies were always
of great advantage to him, and for many years he was his
father’s confidential attorney. After the death of Mr. A. S.
Abell, and of his third son, Walter R. Abell, the A. S. Abell
Company was incorporated, August 9, 1892, at which time
George William Abell was elected president and manager,
which offices he continued to hold for the remainder of his life.
While sharing fully with his brother, Edwin F. Abell,
other serious manifold responsibilities pertaining to his
father’s large estate, the more active and immediate manage-
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ment of the “Sun,” by mutual agreement between the brothers,
devolved upon George William Abell. He brought to his
office not only experience acquired under his father’s instruc-
tion, but the most generous enthusiasm and the noblest and
loftiest conception of the mission of a great newspaper, and
the duty to the public of the editor and publisher of such a
paper. He upheld the high standard set by his father, ever
excluding from the columns of his journal news of a sensa-
tional or impure character. Realizing the power and influ-
ence of the “Sun,” he held his high office as a trust, bringing
to the discharge of his duties all the results of his ripe and
varied experience and his careful observation, together with
the manifold resources of his cultured and judicial mind,
wielding an influence all the more potent for the reason that
it was moral no less than political, and exercised for the public
weal rather than for personal ends.

Mr. Abell was greatly admired and beloved by the men
with whom he was associated in the management of the “Sun.”
Each day he conferred briefly with heads of departments, after
which he withdrew from the office for the day. He had the
reputation, well deserved, of transacting an enormous amount
of business in a short time, possessing that power which is more
of a gift than an acquisition—the ability to do two or three
things at once, and do them all well.

Mr. Abell was a loyal and loving son to Baltimore and
to Maryland, having deeply at heart what he conceived to be
the best interests of both. His opinions might differ from
those of others, but the very earnestness with which he de-
fended his own views proceeded from the sincerity of the
convictions that they were right. He was absolutely without
malice or any feeling of personal hostility toward those from
whom he differed, and whose conduct in public affairs he felt
it his duty to criticise and oppose. He was distinguished
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throughout his career for public spirit, devotion to principle,
courage and unselfishness. It was in consequence of his liberal
disposition, and at his suggestion, that “The Sun Almanac”
was first issued in 1876, and he encouraged and stimulated
every step in its subsequent publication, realizing that it was
an exceedingly useful and practical compilation, and satisfied
a public want. It was his desire to make the book not merely
a chronicle of the year, but, through its agency, to foster
interest in and appreciation of the history of the State, and to
make widely known the varied resources and advantages of
Maryland.

Mr. Abell married, November 29, 1871, Jane Frances,
daughter of George W. Webb, and three children were born
to them: Charles Shepherdson; Jennie M., wife of Francis
Theodore Homer, of Baltimore; and Annic, who died in
childhood.

In 1888 Mr. Abell visited Europe with his family, and
was to have gone abroad again three days before his death,
which occurred after a brief illness, May 1, 1894, at his home
in Baltimore. The removal of this gifted and lovable man
while in the prime of life was mourned with deepest sin-
cerity by both high and low. It i1s not a matter of marvel
that his memory is enshrined in the hearts of all who knew
him, and remains as a blessed benediction to those who were
his friends and associates while he was still an active factor
in the affairs of the world.

The loss which Baltimore sustained by the removal of
such a man is well-nigh incalculable, but his “works follow
him.” A monument reared by his own genius commemorates
him—the great journal of which he was, for so many years,
the heart and soul, which he might also be said to have created
—still addresses its vast and constantly increasing audiences.
“The pen is mightier than the sword.” If any doubt this, let
him consider the life and work of George William Abell.



WILLIAM JOHN WITZENBACHER

HE useful life of Judge William Witzenbacher terminated

while in the full prime of his splendid powers and he
seemingly had every right to look forward to years of even
greater usefulness. He was German in his love of intelligent
and massed organization, but over all he was an American to
the core, true to his native city, State and land. He was one
of the best-known men in Hagerstown, as there his years, fifty-
four, were spent. His clear analytical mind had for many
years grappled with the legal troubles of his many friends and
not with their legal troubles alone, but their business prob-
lems, their political ambitions, and their social aspirations.
He had advised, counseled, entreated, commanded and repri-
manded, as occasion required, both as lawyer and friend, a
large proportion of the leading men of the city. He was well
informed upon many subjects beyond the ken of most men,
for he was not satisfied with superficial knowledge, but delved
deep into any subject he approached. If there was anything
in his mentality which differed from the attitude of the gen-
eral lawyer, it was his passion for differentiation, classification
and painstaking dissection of causes and trial cases. This
marked his legal career and distinguished him as one, more
of the adviser and consultant than the attorney. Yet at the
bar he was convincing, and his presentation to the court was
strong, fair and convincing, his argument revealing the vast
amount of labor he had expended in the preparation of his
case. Loyalty to his clients, loyalty to friends and to every
obligation, distinguished him, and the friends of half a cen-
tury named him “an honest man,” and at his death a city
mourned.

Judge Witzenbacher was a son of William and Catherine
Witzenbacher, the father, born in the Odenwald region of
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Hesse-Darmstadt, Germany, in 1823. He came to the United
States about 1853, becoming a resident of Hagerstown, Mary-
land, and there died February 8, 1886, a man of sterling char-
acter and high standing in the community of which he was a
part for over thirty years. William J. Witzenbacher was
born in Hagerstown, December 1, 1861, and there died Feb-
ruary 11, 1916. He passed all grades of the public schools,
completing college preparation with graduation from the
Washington County High School, class of 1880. He at once
entered Johns Hopkins University, pursuing a three years’
classical course, receiving the usual bachelor’s degree, class
of 1883. He did not at once enter upon the exclusive study of
law, but for three years, 1883-1886, was an instructor in the
McDonough School, Baltimore county, Maryland, his law
study being an added task. In 1886, that position was resigned
and a course of exclusive law study begun under the preceptor-
ship of the eminent Alexander Neill, upon whose motion he
was examined and admitted to the Washington county bar in
November, 1886. From that time until his death he was a
member of the bar located in his native city, Hagerstown.
He won his way to public favor, the friends of the boy rallying
to the support of their comrade, and as the years proved the
excellence of his qualifications to serve them legally, self
interest, as well as friendship, held their loyalty. He never
received more than he gave, and no act to friendly interest in
his career ever went unnoticed or unrequited. In 1889, he
was the Democratic candidate for the Legislature from his
district, and with the entire ticket went down to defeat. In
the spring of 1890, he was appointed City Attorney, a posi-
tion he filled with credit for five years. The rapid growth of
the city during his term of office gave rise to many intricate
problems of municipal government to the solution of which
he applied himself most diligently and successfully, and an
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amendment to the City Charter became a necessity, he pre-
paring all the important legislation. In 1895, during the
absence of Charles A. Little, Mr. Witzenbacher was appointed
District Attorney ad interim. In 1889 he was appointed
attorney to the Board of County Commissioners, serving two
years. During his term he conducted to a successful issue the
question of the tax liability prior to 1896. In 1902, he was
appointed attorney to the newly created Board of Election
Supervisors, a position he held for one year.

The death of Judge Edward Stake, in 1902, created a
vacancy. Mr. Witzenbacher was appointed by Governor John
Walter Smith to represent Washington county in the Fourth
Judicial District. He performed the judicial duties pertain-
ing to the office for the remainder of the term, and in 1904
was the candidate of the Democratic party for the same office.
He was defeated by a small margin by the Republican candi-
date, and Judge Witzenbacher returned to the private practice
of his profession. Another public service rendered was in the
matter of the electric bill adopted by the people after a very
heated contest in 1910. He took the view that the contract
into which the city officials had previously enlisted was void,
and after a test of the law had been made, the Court of Ap-
peals sustained his view. This was his greatest law case, for
in 1t, not only his ability at untangling intricate questions
shone, but his genius for patient reference and research, and
it was Judge Witzenbacher who saved for the city the home
electric plant which is of such value and profit to the city as
to be a matter of civic pride. During his career he was called
by his fellowmen to fill about every important position in the
county which was required to be filled by a lawyer, and in
each place his was loyalty true to his duty.

Judge Witzenbacher’s literary tastes were pronounced,
and he delighted in research and study, particularly in the

MD.—28
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field of history and literature. He was a fluent linguist and
read, as well as spoke, French, Spanish, [talian and German,
this opening up to the finest literature of these tongues, as
well as the ancient Greek and Latin classics. His knowledge
of these modern languages enabled him often to be of great
service in the court room and many were the occasions when
distressed forcigners blessed the man who could speak their
tongue and explain their case. His literary attainment, and
his devotion to his profession, co-operated in rendering him a
zealous, active friend to the establishment of a law library in
the local court, and far beyond the limits of his city he was
recognized as a most learned and cultured gentleman. In-
deed, so highly was he regarded, that a professorship in Johns
Hopkins University was offered him, but was declined, he
preferring the law. He remained loyal to the profession until
his last illness, and in the annals of the Washington county bar
no name shines with such undimmed lustre.

Although not successful in his candidacies for office, his
ptrty being the minority one, Judge Witzenbacher was a
leader of the Democracy in Washington county, and retained
a potent voice in party councils until the last few years of his
life, when failing health warned him that he must conserve
his energies. He was not a violent partisan, however, but
retained an independent attitude and acted as right and duty
dictated. It was truly said of him that the sincerity of that
judgment, and the honesty of his purpose, was never doubted
cither on legal, political or private questions, and whether on
or off the bench his opinions carried great weight. He had
won a place for himself 1n State party councils, and had he
lived, State political honors would surely have been his. He
was exceedingly practical in his view of politics and had
little patience with radical reformers. The essence of the
wisdom of the ages as gathered from history was his guiding

3
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light in the sphere of action which embraced statesmanship.
Fads and isms of all sorts failed in their appeal to him, and
to the last he was the practical American, free from all that
detracts from a well rounded character.

Judge Witzenbacher visited Europe some years before
his death, and was particularly delighted with Rome, bringing
home with him a love of all things Italian. Of all the lan-
guages at his command he spoke Italian with the greatest
fluency, and one of his greatest pleasures was intelligent con-
versation upon ancient and modern Europe. He was always
interesting, entertaining, and instructive in his talks, perhaps
no other man in his community being so well informed. His
private library was well filled with the best of literature, and
an excursion into its foreign atmosphere was a revel of keen
delight to him. As a man, he had his friends, his enemies,
his associates, but had few intimates. He loved nature in all
her forms and moods, and one of his favorite diversions was
long strolls through the mountains and by the winding streams.
He knew trees, their varieties and differences, as few laymen
know them. The rocks, the hills, the valleys, plant life, flow-
ers, bird life, all in nature appealed to him, and a map of the
starry heavens was as familiar to him as a map of his native
Maryland. But let none imagine that he was pedantic or
held aloof from the enjoyments of the people. He was a
frequent visitor to the moving picturc theatres, and took a
deep interest in all things that men care for, but his natural
impulses were intellectual, and his mind was the mastering
impulse of his life. As a writer put it, he was of that type of
man that might be characterized as an ancient Roman of the
days of the Republic, projected into a modern world. He was
a member of Friendship Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons;
Hagerstown Lodge, Benevolent Protective Order of Elks; was
a director of the People’s National Bank; member of the First



436 GENEALOGICAL AND MEMORIAL

Hose Company, and of Zion Reformed Church. Thus he
lived, and thus he died, sincerely regretted, and wept for, by
his sisters, who are the only women who know him well, for
he never married. Four sisters survive him: Mrs. Charles M.
Suter, of Hagerstown; Misses Catherine and Nannie Witzen-
bacher, of Hagerstown, with whom he lived, and Mrs. Wil-
liam Mitthe, of Columbus, Ohio. The house in which he
lived and died, and yet occupied by his sisters, stands upon
the same site as the house did in which he was born, and he
knew no other homes.

On April 3, following the death of Judge Witzenbacher,
memorial services were held in the Court Hall in his honor.
Chief Judge A. Hunter Boyd presided, Judges Robert R.
Henderson and M. L. Keedy also being present with many
members of the Washington County Bar Association, which
he had been instrumental in founding. Many beautiful trib-
utes were paid the dead jurist’'s memory, and resolutions recit-
ing his life and services were read, adopted and ordered spread
upon the minutes of the court. Judge Henderson, in closing,
spoke in the highest terms of Mr. Witzenbacher as a lawyer
and judge, stating that he left a standard of judicial conduct
to those who followed him upon the bench, and that his train-
ing and mind marked him as a lawyer of unusual attainment.
Chief Judge Boyd spoke of their dead comrade as a man pos-
sessed of untiring energy, and with a remarkable grasp of the
law; a well equipped lawyer, and an exceptional judge, his
death a distinct loss to the State and the community.




THOMAS A. ASHBY

R. THOMAS A. ASHBY was one of the foremost physi-

cians and surgeons of the country, with a national reputa-

tion in his profession, and as a medical educator and author,

a native of Virginia, born near Front Royal, Warren county,
November 18, 1848.

His family is descended from Richard de Ashby, Lord
of the Manors of South Croxton and Quenby, Leicestershire,
England, in the year 1296. The town of Ashby-de-la-Zouche,
and Ashby Castle, in which Mary, Queen of Scots, was im-
prisoned, are located in Leicestershire, and are associated with
the English family of Ashby.

Both in England and America the family has been repre-
sented by many men who have achieved distinction in litera-
ture, statesmanship and in war. The American line was
planted by cavaliers who took refuge in Virginia during the
Protectorate of Cromwell. Dr. Thomas A. Ashby was fifth
in line of descent from Colonel John Ashby, who was a com-
panion and trusted friend of Washington in the French and
Indian Wars prior to 1764. Colonel Ashby commanded a
company in the ill-fated Braddock campaign, and was chosen
by Washington to convey the intelligence of defeat to the
Governor of Virginia. As an officer in the Colonial service
of Virginia he was noted for courage and daring as an Indian
fighter, and is credited with various remarkable exploits.
Through the same line Dr. Ashby was related to the late Gen-
eral Turner Ashby, the distinguished Confederate officer in
the War between the States, and whose tragic death, on June
6, 1862, cast a gloom over the entire South. Through the
family of his paternal grandmother, Dr. Ashby was descended
from the Marquis Calmes, a French nobleman, whose family,
with other Huguenots, came to Virginia after the revocation
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of the Edict of Nantes. Through the same line he was also
descended from Philip Thomas, who came to Maryland prior
to 1651, and became progenitor of the Thomas family and
others equally distinguished. During the Revolution, Dr.
Ashby’s great-grandfather, Captain Nathaniel Ashby, held a
commission in the Third Virginia Regiment, commanded by
Colonel Thomas Marshall, father of Chief Justice Marshall.
After the war Captain Ashby married Margaret Mauzey,
granddaughter of Colonel Henry Mauzey, a Huguenot, who
came from France to Virginia in 1685.

In 1867, at the age of nineteen, Dr. Thomas A. Ashby
entered Washington College (now Washington and Lee Uni-
versity) and there came under the benign influence of its presi-
dent, General Robert E. Lee, the distinguished Confederate
commander. He there pursued an elective course comprising
the classics, modern languages and chemistry, as affording him
special preparation for his chosen profession. Leaving col-
lege in June, 1870, after a three and a half years’ course, in
the fall of (871 he entered the Medical Department of the
University of Maryland, from which he was graduated in
March, 1873, also serving during his last year as interne in
the University Hospital. After his graduation he entered
upon practice in Baltimore, and his rise in his profession was
rapid. He was soon appointed Prosector to the Chair of
Anatomy in the Medical Department of the University. In
March, 1875, he was elected Resident Physician to the Uni-
versity Hospital, where his opportunities for clinical study
and observation were of the most valuable character. His
father dying in 1878, he was obliged to resign his position
in July of that year and return to Virginia to close up the
family estate. In October following he returned to Balti-
more, and from that time to his death was a resident of that
city, and a leader in all professional lines.
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In 1882 Dr. Ashby proposed to several prominent profes-
sional colleagues the advisability of establishing a Women's
Medical College in Baltimore, and under his leadership that
institution was established—the first in the South for the med-
ical education of women. Dr. Ashby delivered the address at
its opening, and presented in support of the new enterprise
arguments which have never been controverted. He filled the
Chair of Obstetrics from 1882 to 1897. To his ability and
enthusiasm were largely due the successful career of the school,
which is recognized as one of the most efficient and creditable
of its class in the country, ever leading in every movement
looking to the higher methods of medical instruction. In
1889 Dr. Ashby was called to the Chair of Diseases of Women
and Children in Baltimore Medical College. Here a wide
field opened before him, and he made the most of the oppor-
tunity. The college was almost in its infancy, and its facili-
ties were not equal to the work of progress which had been out-
lined, but enthusiasm, energy and progressive spirit prevailed,
and within a few years the college faculty and trustees erected
a college and hospital plant at an outlay of more than $150,000,
which placed it in the front rank of medical schools in the
country. In July, 1897, Dr. Ashby resigned his chair in the
Baltimore Medical College, and was elected Professor of Dis-
eases of Women in his a/ma mater, the Medical Department
of the University of Maryland. In these various positions he
evidenced the most consummate ability and conscientiousness.
He devoted much attention to abdominal surgery, and it is
claimed for him that he performed successfully the first lapa-
rotomy for ruptured tubal pregnancy in the State of Mary-
land. As an operative gynecologist his experience was phe-
nomenally large and successful.

Outside the strict duties of his profession, Dr. Ashby’s
activities were many and varied. In May, 1877, he was one
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of the founders of the “Maryland Medical Journal,” which
was issued as a monthly until May, 1880, when it was changed
to a bi-weekly. He subsequently became sole editor and owner,
and in May, 1883, made it a weekly publication. This is the
only medical journal in the State which up to that time had
survived the third number of its second volume. It has taken
first rank among the medical periodicals of the country, and
owes its success to the indomitable perseverance, energy and
determination of Dr. Ashby. Owing to the increased exac-
tions of his professional and other duties, he sold his interest
in the journal in 1888. His labors as editor extended through
some fourteen years, and during that period his pen was active
on almost every subject of professional interest and importance,
and he was a frequent contributor to other professional pub-
lications. For the term of 1890o-91 Dr. Ashby adorned the
presidency of the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of Mary-
land, the sixth in point of age of the medical societies of the
country. From 1897 he was prominently identified with the
upbuilding of the famous old University of Maryland, and
especially of its medical department. He was editor of the
Hospital Bulletin of the University of Maryland, published in
the interests of the university. He was ex-president of the
Baltimore Medical Association and of the Baltimore Gyneco-
logical and Obstetrical Society; member of the American
Medical Association; honorary member of the Medical So-
ciety, District of Columbia; a fellow of the American Gyneco-
logical Society; American Therapeutical Society, and Ameri-
can Medical Association. Dr. Ashby was active in a number
of business enterprises and interested and active in one of the
largest fruit growing interests in Virginia, the Belmont Fruit
and Stock Farm. He was for years a director of the Com-
monwealth Bank.

Dr. Ashby was elected to the Maryland Legislature in
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1909, and his record in that body proved creditable in every
way, his official cfforts were always on the side of good gov-
ernment and in support of those measures which he deemed
most conducive to the general good. He was the only physi-
cian of high standing and professional reputation in the city
of Baltimore who was willing to sacrifice his practice for
what he considered a higher duty, and he was the only one
of the faculty of Maryland University who served in the
Legislature, this being an honor peculiar to himself, and
the able manner in which he performed the duties and re-
sponsibilities of his important office was evidence of the fit-
ness of the man for the place. He showed strikingly what a
man of energy, kindliness and purpose, combined with absolute
integrity, could accomplish. Practically all of the bills which
he introduced—the pure food law, the lunacy measures, those
adding additional powers to the State Board of Health and
various other measures—went through so easily that one who
did not see the guiding hand of Dr. Ashby might have
imagined that these things worked themselves. He was an
indefatigable worker on the committee and his valuable serv-
ices were fully appreciated by all. He served as chairman of
the hygenic committee which handled the pure food bills,
public health, and state care of insane; member of corporation
committee which handled claims, temperance and civil service
reform, and a member of the city delegation which handled
all the bills pertaining to the city of Baltimore. Dr. Ashby
served the excellent purpose of proving that the politicians do
not know all when they insist that a man who has not been to
the Legislature and “doesn’t know the ropes” cannot do any
good there. The excellent record of Dr. Ashby at Annapolis
is an object lesson which Baltimore needed. If a few more
men of the high integrity and spotless character of Dr. Ashby
would take an active interest in politics it would be almost
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impossible to estimate the good effect upon general legislature.

Dr. Ashby was social and literary in his tastes, an om-
nivorous reader, attentive student and thoughtful observer,
and his conversational powers were charmingly agreeable and
instructive. His manner was frank and cordial, and he pos-
sessed in eminent degree the faculty of making and retaining
friends, his characteristics being those of an unassuming and
cultivated gentleman. His home was in Madison avenue,
Baltimore, and was the frequent resort of choice circles of
professional and other friends to whom his hospitalities were
gracefully and cordially dispensed.

Dr. Ashby married, in 1877, Mary Cunningham, of Cov-
ington, Kentucky, a lady of most charming personal and
social qualities. Their family numbers five interesting and
highly educated daughters. He died June 25, 1916.




RICHARD DOUGLASS FISHER

RICHARD DOUGLASS FISHER, son of James Isom

Fisher, was born in the family residence at the northwest
corner of St. Paul and Pleasant streets, Baltimore, on March
16, 1834. He was educated at private schools and at St
Mary’s College, graduating with high honors in 1850. In
1854 Mr. Fisher and his brother, Robert A. Fisher, became
partners of their father in the firm of James I. Fisher & Sons,
succeeding the old firm of R. H. & William Douglass, which
was engaged in the South American and West Indian trade.
After the death of his father, Mr. Fisher continued in business
with his brother, withdrawing in 1882. Some years later he
formed the banking house of Fisher & Shaw, which firm was
dissolved in 1899, when he took into partnership his sons,
James I. and Robert A. Fisher, under the firm name of Rich-
ard D. Fisher & Sons. Mr. Fisher retired permanently from
business in 1903.

With relief from the cares of commercial activity there
came fuller opportunity to gratify literary tastes and the latter
years of Mr. Fisher’s always busy life were occupied with
historical research, mainly concerning the State and city of
which he was so loyal a citizen. Many contributions, original
and other, to the collections of the Maryland Historical So-
ciety, evidence his discriminating and untiring ability and
interest. No effort for the advancement of the public good
lacked his cordial and eflicient co-operation. No movement
of public benevolence was without his generous assistance. He
was for many years secretary of the board of trustees of the
First Presbyterian Church of Baltimore.

Mr. Fisher’s death occurred on the 13th day of August,
1910, and the estimation in which he was held by his fellow-
citizens is expressed in the Minute adopted by the Maryland
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Historical Society, at its meeting in November of that year
in the following form:

Mr. Fisher had been in active business until a few years before his death
and, becoming an Active Member of the Society in 1866, he brought to it,
even during his busier years, the assistance of his business training and experi-
ence, while with greater leisure he had for some years past given to it increas-
ing thought and interest, adding to its historical archives matter of the rarest
value, secured by him both in this country and abroad, with much personal
labor and at no inconsiderable cost, and contributing, as a member of its
council, the aid which his mercantile education peculiarly fitted him to furnish.

‘The many and valuable contributions, continued to the last meeting of
the Society before his death, for which the Society is so greatly indebted to
Mr. Fisher, comprised maps, manuscripts, prints, copies of records obtained
at home and abroad, journals of the privateers and letters of marque “Law-
rence’’, “Pelican”, “Decatur”, “Osprey”’, the Eden correspondence, the “Good
Intent” papers, the Boucher papers, the Index of Uncalendared Maryland
Papers in the British Treasury, and many others, but no enumeration may be
made of the far more valuable contributions of sound judgment, wise counsel,
kindly advice, and thoughtful suggestion for which the Society, and more
especially its council, record this inadequate expression of sincere appreciation.

Of strong convictions, of unswerving loyalty, of unimpeachable rectitude,
he was yet considerate of those whose views did not coincide with his own
and of so graceful speech and courteous demeanor as to disarm opposition and
transform difference into agreement.

In sorrowful recognition of the great loss which it has sustained in the
death of Mr. Fisher this Society places upon its records this expression of its
admiration and appreciation of one who throughout a long and well-spent life
has ever shone as a merchant of unsullied honor, a friend of unwavering fidel-
ity, a gentleman of unbounded courtesy, a man of unlimited kindness, who
walked uprightly among his fellow-men and humbly before his God.

Mr. Fisher married Margaret, daughter of the late Rev.
Samuel Gover Winchester.




REUBEN ROSS HOLLOWAY

HE Holloway name has long been associated with that
great modern aid in combatting the destructive fire fiend,
Charles T. Holloway being the inventor of the chemical fire
engine, and at the time chief engineer of the Baltimore fire
department. Charles T. was the father of Reuben Ross Hollo-
way, and from youth he had been associated with his father in
experiments and the manufacture of fire fighting devices, en-
gines and extinguishers. Upon the death of the father, in 1898,
the son succeeded to the management of the business. Later,
the local company was absorbed by the American La France
Fire Engine Company, and, as a director of that company,
Reuben R. Holloway was connected with the business until
his death.

The ancestry of Reuben Ross Holloway is traced through
maternal lines to Edward Foulke, who was born in Wales,
May 13, 1651, came to America in 1698, and died November
8, 1741. His wife, Eleanor, born in Wales, died in Gwynedd,
Pennsylvania, January 16, 1733. The line of descent from
Edward and Eleanor Foulke to Reuben Ross Holloway is
traced through their daughter, Margaret Foulke, born in
Wales, who died, March 23, 1717, in Pennsylvania. She
married Nicholas Roberts, who died in 1733. The line con-
tinues through their daughter, Elizabeth Roberts, born June
11, 1723, died May 29, 1790, who married, February 12, 1743,
David Humphrey, son of Robert and Margaret (Evans)
Humphrey, of Gwynedd, Pennsylvania. Their daughter,
Elizabeth Humphrey, born in Gwynedd, March 13, 1761,
died in Baltimore, Maryland, April 29, 1847, her husband,
Sabritt Bowen, surviving her. Eleanor Humphrey Bowen,
daughter of Sabritt and Elizabeth (Humphrey) Bowen, was
born in January, 1792, died November 2, 1874, married
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Robert Holloway, of Virginia, born in 1786, died January,
1863, leaving a son, Charles Thomas Holloway. He married
Anna Harden Ross, they the parents of Reuben Ross Hollo-
way, to whose memory this review is devoted.

Charles Thomas Holloway, son of Robert and Eleanor
Humphrey (Bowen) Holloway, was born December 25, 1827,
died in Baltimore, Maryland, March 17, 1898. He was an
influential man of his day, head of the Charles T. Holloway
Chemical Fire Engine Company of Baltimore, a company
devoted to the manufacture of a fire extinguisher and a chem-
ical fire engine, both inventions of Charles T. Holloway,
and bearing his name both as an inventor and maker. He
married October 12, 1854, Anna Harden Ross, born July 13,
1830, died January 31, 1909, daughter of Reuben and Sarah
Ross.

Reuben Ross Holloway, son of Charles T. and Anna
Harden (Ross) Holloway, was born in Baltimore, Maryland,
June 13, 1855, and died in his native city, December 13, 1908.
After finishing his school years he became associated with
his father in the manufacture of the special lines of the
Charles T. Holloway Chemical Fire Engine Company, and
when, in 1898, the father passed to the spirit land, he was
succeeded by his son as head of the business. Mr. Holloway
continued the manufacture of the Holloway extinguisher and
chemical fire engine for some time, then sold his right, title,
and interest, to the American La France Fire Engine Com-
pany, and from that time until his death was manager of the
Baltimore branch of that company, and a member of its board
of directors. He was 2 member of high degree in the Masonic
order, and belonged to several social and patriotic organiza-
tions, among them the Sons of the American Revolution, he
serving the local chapter as treasurer.

Reuben R. Holloway married, January 28, 1892, Ella
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Virginia Houck, daughter of Dr. Jacob Wever and Susannah
(Porter) Houck. Mrs. Holloway survives her husband, a
resident of Baltimore, with two children, Virginia Leslie, born
November 18, 1892, married, April 26, 1913, Ernest Smith
Jeftries, their children: Ernest Smith (2) Jeffries, born April
2, 1914; Virginia L. Jeffries, born July, 1916; Charles
Thomas (2) Holloway, born March 22, 1897, married June
20, 1918, Frances A. Fuller, of Worcester, Massachusetts.

Ella Virginia (Houck) Holloway traces her ancestry to
Lieutenant Robert Porter, of Back River Neck, Porters Bar,
Maryland, an officer of the Revolution. He was born in 1757,
died March 16, 1810. He was commissioned first lieutenant in
the Third Regiment of Maryland Troops, February 20, 1777,
resigned in April, 1777, married Susannah Buck, born in 1772,
who died September 1, 1845. The line of descent is through
their son, James Porter, born in 1797, died September 30,
1843. James Porter married November 26, 1829, Elizabeth
Frances Todd, born January 29, 1809, died in July, 1860,
daughter of Bernard and Mary (Green) Todd, of an ancient
Maryland family (g.v.). The line continues through Susan-
nah Porter, daughter of James and Elizabeth Frances (Todd)
Porter, born September 26, 1832, died in May, 1911. She
married, November 15, 1852, Dr. Jacob Wever Houck, and
they were the parents of Ella Virginia Houck, widow of
Reuben Ross Holloway.

The Todd ancestry of Ella V. (Houck) Holloway be-
gins in Maryland, with Thomas Todd, of “Toddsbury,”
Gloucester county, Virginia, in 1664, who settled at the North
Point farm in Baltimore county, Maryland, now called
“Todd’s Inheritance,” which is still in the possession of the
family.. He was a son of Thomas Todd, who is mentioned 1n
the records of York county, Virginia, in 1642, and who bought
land in Gloucester county in 1652. His eldest son, William,
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patented soo acres in that county, in 1666. Thomas Todd
served as burgess of Baltimore county from 1674 to 1675. His
will dated April 11, 1676, was the first recorded in Baltimore
county. He died on board the ship “Virginia,” bound for
England. Thomas Todd married Ann Gorsuch, daughter of
the Rev. John Gorsuch, Vicar of Walkam Parish, Hereford-
shire, England, and granddaughter of Sir William Lovelace.
Their children were: Thomas, of further mention; Christo-
pher; James; William; Phillip; Joanna; Frances and
Averilla.

Thomas (2) Todd, son of Thomas (1) and Ann (Gor-
such) Todd, was born in Virginia, in 1660, and died in
January, 1724. His epitaph reads:

Here lies the body of Captain Thomas Todd, who

was born in the year of our Lord 1660 and departed
this life the 16th day of January, 1725.

He married Elizabeth ; they were the parents of:
Anne, born in 1682, died 1720; Christopher, born 1690, died
1743 ; Frances, born in 1692, died 1703; Thomas, of further
mention; Richard, married and had, Bernard and William;
William of King and Queens county, married Martha Vicu-
nes; Philip, sheriff of Gloucester county, Virginia, in 1730;
Frances, born 1703, died 1743, married Robert North, of
Maryland.

Thomas (3) Todd, son of Thomas (2) and Elizabeth
Todd, owned land in Baltimore county, Maryland, and died
in 1725. He married Elizabeth , who bore him two
children, Thomas, of further mention, and Robert.

Thomas (4) Todd, of Todds Neck, Baltimore county,
Maryland, son of Thomas (3) and Elizabeth Todd, died in
1759. He married Eleanor Dorsey. By a will dated De-
cember ¢, 1756, and recorded at Annapolis, April 2, 1759, he
devises to his three daughters, Elizabeth, Eleanor and Fran-
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ces, a tract of land called “Showan Hunting Grounds”; to
his youngest daughter, Mary, he devises “Todds Industry” in
Patapsco Neck; also a tract called “Whirwells Neck,” and
“all my land where Thomas Jones now lives, known by the
name of ‘Cuckold’s Point, and my land at the island called
“Todds Island.” He bequeathed his personal estate to his
son, Thomas, and four daughters. His wife, Eleanor Dorsey
Todd, was the third daughter of Caleb Dorsey, who was the
son of Honorable John Dorsey and his wife, Elinor Warfield,
daughter of Richard Warfield, the American ancestor. The
children of Thomas (4) and Eleanor (Dorsey) Todd were:
Thomas, of further mention; Elizabeth, married John Crom-
well; Eleanor, married John Ensor; Frances, married George
Risteau, in 1757; Mary, married John Worthington. Eleanor,
wife of Thomas Todd, married (second) William Lynch.

Thomas (5) Todd died in 1798, son of Thomas (4) and
Eleanor (Dorsey) Todd, married and had four children:
William, died in 1813; Bernard, of further mention; Christo-
pher, died 1849; George W., died in 1818; Thomas, died
1808.

Bernard Todd, son of Thomas (5) Todd, died in 1816.
He was born on the homestead at North Point, Baltimore
county, Maryland, and on reaching manhood became quite
extensively interested in marine trade, owning many vessels
used in the business. He manifested his loyalty to his country
by his service in a cavalry company during the War of 1812,
but aside from voting never took any active part in politics.
He married Mary Green, daughter of one of the most promi-
nent families in Baltimore county, and sister of Josiah Green,
who served as a colonel in the War of 1812. Their children
were: Thomas J., married Mary Trotten; George W.;
Nathan; Richard; Elizabeth F., of further mention; Sarah

MD.—29
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Ann, married (first) John Diffendorfer, (second) Thomas
Trotten.

Elizabeth Frances Todd, daughter of Bernard and Mary
(Green) Todd, was born January 29, 1809, and died July,
1860, married, November 26, 1829, James Porter.

Susannah Porter, daughter of James and Elizabeth
Frances (Todd) Porter, married Dr. Jacob Wever Houck.
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WILLIAM A. TOTTLE

T is not an unusual thing for a man to achieve prominence
1n business, nor to be a world widely known manufacturer;
were this the sum total of William A. Tottle, whose passing
left many a heart desolate, it would be but a duplicate of the
lives of thousands of his fellow-citizens. But he was more
than a successful manufacturer, more than the head of a pros-
perous corporation, for he lived not for himself but for the
welfare of others. No interest in his life outweighed the
church of his choice, its Sunday School, and that great philan-
thropy work the Y. M. C. A. In the work of his own church
he was very active and it was well known to his friends that
the spiritual and financial interests of the Church of the Re-
deemer in Baltimore were ever uppermost in his thoughts. As
a business man his credit was high and his character above
reproach. He was always on the right side of public ques-
tion and his purse readily opened at the call of distress. He
held his spoken word sacred, and while careful in business
methods, he was enterprising, liberal and broad-minded.
While he was generous in his benefactions he always gave
quietly without the slightest ostentation, the satisfaction he
deserved from helping others, the only reward he craved. The
great sorrow of Mr. Tottle'’s life was the loss of his wife with
whom he had spent a lifetime of happy married companion-
ship, but that loss was soon recompensed in his early call to
join her, but a few weeks intervening between their going away
to their eternal home. He was a son of James and Elizabeth
P. Tottle, of Devonshire, England.

William A. Tottle was born December 17, 1844, died at
the country home of his son, Morton P. Tottle, in the village
of Glydon, twenty miles from Baltimore, Maryland, July 20,
1916. He became fully conversant with brush manufacture,
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and in 1883 located in Baltimore and began the manufacture
of brushes. Through his capable management a large business
was secured, and later was incorporated as William A. Tottle
& Company, Incorporated, with plant on South Hanover
street. Although the business was a very large one, and ‘“Tot-
tle” branded goods found in every part of the country, Mr.
Tottle and his son, Morton P., were practically the sole own-
ers of the company’s stock, and from incorporation William
A. Tottle was president and his son vice-president. Mr. Tottle
was more closely associated with his employes than is usual
with heads of concerns; he took a great interest in everything
concerning their welfare, and was greatly honored and be-
loved by them all.

From the days of Bishop Cummings Mr. Tottle was a
steadfast devoted member of the Reformed Episcopal Church,
and from the organization of the Church of the Redeemer in
Baltimore, he was officially connected with that parish. In
1875 he was elected a vestryman, and from that time until his
death he continued a member of the vestry and gave freely
of his time, his counsel and his means. He was known to
all the bishops of the church, and to the clergy in many cities
other than Baltimore. At the time of his death he was senior
warden. He was also for many years superintendent of the
Sunday school; was one of the pioneer members of the Y. M.
C. A. and afhiliated with the Maryland and International
Sunday School Associations, serving for many years as treas-
urer of the Maryland association; great was his usefulness and
his influence in these bodies, and when there came the day
that the strong arm of their friend was removed the Vestry
of the Church of the Redeemer passed the following resolu-
tion:

WHEREAS, it has pleased Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, to take

unto himself the soul of our loved and respected brother, William Alexander
Tottle; and
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WHEREAS, it has been his privilege and pleasure to share in the found-
ing and for many years devote himself to the work of the Reformed Episcopal
Church of the Redeemer at Baltimore, Md.; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that we, the Vestry of the Church, do hereby give expression
to our profound grief at his removal. For forty-nine years he was our Senior
Warden; for twenty years the Superintendent of our Sunday School; and
during all that time his life has been an inspiration and an encouragement that
will live with us all our days. And be it further

RESOLVED, that a copy of these resolutions be sent to his bereaved family,
with whom we mourn, and for whom we feel most deeply; that they be
written in the minutes of the Vestry; and that they be printed in the Episco-
pal Recorder.

R. A. Harris, T. Rowranp PHILIPS,
Secretary. Rector.

Mr. Tottle married June 15, 1869, Mollie E. Holtz,
who died June 12, 1916, aged seventy-one years. Mr. and Mrs.
Tottle left a son, Morton P. Tottle, born March 24, 1881, his
father’s partner and successor. He married Elaine Dorothy
Gore, and has a son, William A. (2), born February 19, 1909.




JESSE FEARSON ELY

HE career of Mr. Ely, which terminated just as he was

about to enter the ranks of octagenarians, was closely con-
nected with the city of Baltimore during his entire life. By
heredity he was entitled to rank with the highest, and by
personality and achievement with those whose names will go
down in history as the builders of a great city. He bore well
his part in Baltimore development, and during the mature
period of his years, seventy-nine, was intimately and officially
connected with water transportation, manufacturing and finan-
cial corporations. He was one of the founders and senior
director of the Commonwealth National Bank, but real estate
operations constituted his greater interest during the last
twenty years of his life. He was a son of Rev. Judah and
Hannah (Fearson) Ely, whose daughters, Charlotte and Mary
Ely, half-sisters, gave their lives to the foreign missionary
cause, and in 1868, under the auspices of the American Board
of Missions of the Congregational church, went to America
and there labored until death. Miss Mary Ely died in
America in 1913, Miss Charlotte Ely surviving her until the
Turkish occupation of Armenia in 1915.

Mr. Ely traced his ancestry through paternal and
maternal lines to many of the oldest American families, one
line leading to Elder William Brewster of the “Mayflower.”
His stepfather, Dr. Jameson, was a noted surgeon of Balti-
more; his great-aunt, Mrs. Mary Young Pickersgill, made the
flag which “in triumph” waved over Fort McHenry during
the long night bombardment and inspired the pen of Francis
Scott Key to write “The Star Spangled Banner,” and his
maternal grandfather, Captain Jesse Fearson, whose name he
bore, commanded an American privateer during the Revolu-
tionary War. This line of ancestry is thus interestingly traced
from Benjamin Flower.
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Benjamin Flower, born 1714, married, June 9, 17353,
Ruth Bibb, born August 8, 1715, died February 13, 1761.
Their children were: 1. Ann, died in infancy, April 16, 1737.
2. Samuel, born March 29, 1738. 3. Rebecca, see forward.
4. Elizabeth, born January 14, 1745. 5. Colonel Benjamin
Flower, of Revolutionary fame, born July 1, 1748, died April
28, 1781; was presented with a sword by General Washing-
ton for his “masterly retreat” when Philadelphia was cap-
tured by the British; he impressed all the vehicles available,
loaded them with cannon and other munitions of war so sadly
needed by the little army at Valley Forge, covered the con-
tents of the wagons with manure, and drove out under the
very eyes of the British officers. 6. William, born 1751. 7.
Hannah, born 1754.

Rebecca Flower, daughter of Benjamin and Ruth (Bibb)
Flower, was born November 17, 1739. She married, May g,
1762, William Young, son of John and Ann Young, born Oc-
tober 24, 1737, died February 19, 1778. Their children were:
1. William, born July 8, 1763. 2. John, born August 8, 1765.
3. Hannah, of further mention. 4. Benjamin, born July 27,
1769, physician, friend and contemporary of the famous Dr.
Benjamin Rush, of Philadelphia. 5. Rebecca, born August
30, 1773. 6. Mary Young, born February 12, 1776, died
October 4, 1857; married John Pickersgill. She became
famous for having made the flag that floated over Fort Mc-
Henry at Baltimore when it was attacked by the British dur-
ing the War of 1812, and inspired Francis Scott Key to write
the “Star Spangled Banner.”

Hannah Young, daughter of William and Rebecca
(Flower) Young, was born August 20, 1767. She married
(second) Captain Jesse Fearson, of Baltimore, Maryland (her
first husband was George Wells). Captain Jesse Fearson re-
ceived a captain’s commission from Congress in 1782, signed
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by John Hancock. His vessel was the “Buccaneer,” three
hundred tons burden, carrying eighteen guns and one hun-
dred and twenty men. During the War of 1812 he was cap-
tured and thrown into prison in Havana, Cuba, from which
he eventually escaped and returned to the United States. The
children of Captain Jesse Fearson and his wife, Hannah
(Young) Fearson were: John; Benjamin; Lydia, married
Henry Stickney; Hannah, of further mention.

Hannah Fearson, daughter of Captain Jesse and Hannah
(Young) Fearson, married (first) Rev. Judah Ely, and (sec-
ond) Dr. H. G. Jameson. Rev. Judah and Hannah (Fearson)
Ely had one son, Jesse Fearson Ely, to whose memory this
appreciation is inscribed.

Jesse Fearson Ely was born in 1836, died in Baltimore,
Maryland, December 20, 1915. Son of cultured parents, he
was given the advantages of excellent private schools, and
when the preparatory period of life had passed he secured a
good position with the Merchants’ and Miners’ Transporta-
tion Company, continuing several years. Later he was identi-
fied with the Ericsson Line of Steamers, becoming heavily
interested in that and other corporate enterprises of Baltimore.
For a number of years he was a member of the De Ford
Leather Company and of the Thomas Kensett Can Company,
was an organizer and senior director of the Commonwealth
National Bank, and at one time was a director of the Old
Town National Bank. While he maintained his directorship
in the Commonwealth National Bank until his death, he prac-
tically withdrew from all other corporate connection during
the last twenty years of his life, but was an active real estate
operator during that period. He was an able business man,
honorable, just and upright, resourceful with the courage
of his convictions, and most highly esteemed by those with
whom he was associated in corporation or company. He was
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interested in all good causes and aided in the various move-
ments of church and charity to promote better moral and liv-
ing conditions in the city. In political faith he was a Re-
publican, but never sought public office; in religious belief an
Episcopalian.

Mr. Ely married Lois Adela Dodge, and left two daugh-
ters: Eliza J. Celeste, of No. 841 Park avenue, Baltimore, and
Adela Lois, who married, June 8, 1898, Walter Scott Cars-
well, M.D., of Baltimore, Maryland, and has children, Lois
Charlotte, born November 4, 1899, Walter Scott (2), De-
cember 19, 1900.




CHARLES H. TORSCH

ACKING one year of the Psalmist’s “three score and ten”
years allotted to man, Charles H. Torsch fulfilled all that
constitutes the true life of man, and the influences of that life.
He was always a resideut of Baltimore, and from the day when
as a lad of fifteen he was graduated from the Central High
School, until his death, he was continuously identified with
Baltimore’s business interests. He began as a clerk in a dry
goods store, and thence rose step by step to many higher posi-
tions, chief of which at his death was the presidency of the
Torsch Packing Company. His advance was not meteoric,
but gradual, through personal application and the practice of
the essential principles of commercial honor. In his relations
to the community, commercial, civil and social, he exhibited
those qualities which mark the good citizen, exerting his in-
fluence and directing his energy not alone for personal in-
terests, but also for the public goed. His life was an earnest,
useful one, and its lesson an inspiration to every boy with his
own way to make through the world. He was a son of Henry
F. Torsch, who was born in Germany, and who came to the
United States when' eighteen years of age, locating in Balti-
more, and dying there December 23, 1886, aged eighty-three.
His mother, also of German birth, was before her marriage
Mary L. Schardelman.

Charles H. Torsch was born in Baltimore, Maryland,
November 12, 1846, and died there August 15, 1915. He was
educated in the Baltimore public schools, entered the Central
High School (now Baltimore City College) when only eleven
years old, and four years later, in 1861, was graduated, winner
of a Peabody prize of one hundred dollars for excellence in
scholarship. Immediately after graduation he entered the
employ of John S. Barry & Company, wholesale dry goods
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merchants, on Hanover street, Mr. Thomas F. Ryan, the New
York financier, also being a clerk in this house at the same
time. Later he was with the commission house of Vickery
& Carroll, continuing as clerk and bookkeeper until 1879.
He was then thirty-three years of age, with a good general
knowledge of salesmanship and business management. In
1879 he joined with his brother, Frederick A. Torsch, and
formed the firm of Charles H. Torsch & Brother, locating
first on Hanover street, and later at the corner of Charles and
Pratt streets, and established a glassware and crockery bus-
iness. They continued successfully at that location until. 1886,
and then removed to a larger store in Hopkins Place, where
the manufacture of tinware was added to the other branches.
Thirteen years later they sold their establishment, and devoted
themselves to the business of C. H. Pearson Packing Company,
in which the brothers had previously become associated as
stockholders, and in which they had purchased a controlling
interest in 1897. In 1899 Charles H. Torsch assumed the
management of the company, which in 1903 was incorporated
as the Torsch Packing Company, with himself as president.
In 1901, prior to incorporation, the Pearson company estab-
lished at Bay St. Louis, Hancock county, Mississippi, The
Peerless Oyster Company, Ltd., for the packing of oysters
and shrimp, a branch of the Baltimore house, which is yet
maintained, Charles H. Torsch being president until his death.
In 1905 another plant was built at Milford, Delaware, for
the canning of fruits and vegetables. These plants were es-
tablished to fill out the season, the supply of oysters from
Chesapeake Bay then being insufficient to keep the Baltimore
plant actively employed at all times. That condition later
passed away, but the Mississippi and Delaware plants proving
profitable investments were continued. The Baltimore pack-
.ing plant grew to large proportions, employing about four



460 GENEALOGICAL AND MEMORIAL

hundred hands in the busy season. As the head of his varied
interests, Mr. Torsch proved the strength of his executive
ability, and all of them prospered.

A Republican in politics, Mr. Torsch came to the part-
ing of the ways with the regular city organization in 1911,
and entered the primaries against it. He failed, however, in
his struggle with the force which for years had dominated the
party. Previously he had been appointed a member of the
Board of Park Commissioners, and in 1898 succeeded David
L. Bartlett, Esq., as president of the board. It was with his
active assistance that the first playground in a public park was
opened at Carroll Park by the Children’s Playground Society.
In his public career he was broad-minded, progressive and
enterprising, always found in the van of all movements for
the public welfare. He wrote much for the public press, and
made his influence felt for good. He had a wide acquaint-
anceship, was very popular socially, and was highly esteemed.
He never declined a contest where principle was involved,
and was a hard fighter, but none were so ready as he to pro-
claim amnesty after a contest was over. He was enterprising
and energetic, thorough and resourceful; most charitable and
generous. He had a kind heart and an open purse for those
who were weaker and less fortunate, but who deserved his
sympathy; and in all things measured up to the full stature
of a man. Although not in late years identified with the
Young Men’s Christian Association, Mr. Torsch was in his
early years deeply interested in the objects and aims of the
society, and pronounced them good. But as in other things,
he was far in advance of his contemporaries and when he pro-
posed that the association add bowling alleys and pool tables
to their games as a means of drawing young men within good
influences, the 1dea was pronounced sacreligious, and vetoed.
Twenty-five years later both these attractions appeared in the
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Young Men’s Christian Association and the Guild House.
He became a member of St. Mark’s English Lutheran Church,
formerly on North Eutaw street, now on St. Paul street, under
Rev. Charles Stork, D.D., and later at Dr. Stork’s request
became a charter member of the new St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church, Druid Hill avenue and McMechen street. Years
later he joined the First Unitarian Church, of which Rev.
Alfred R. Hussey, D.D., was pastor, and continued active in
church work and philanthropy until his health failed.

Mr. Torsch married, in 1872, Emma M. Saumenig, who
with their only son, Charles Burnet Torsch, and two grand-
daughters, Althea L. and Marie M. Torsch, survive him.

An elder brother, Captain John W. Torsch, also born in
Baltimore, espoused the cause of the South during the Civil
War, was in command of the Second Maryland Regiment,
Army of Northern Virginia, and with his chief, General Rob-
ert E. Lee, gave up the struggle at Appomattox Court House.




DOUGLAS MILLER WYLIE

OT LONG after reaching man'’s estate, and soon after his
graduation from Johns Hopkins University, Douglas M.
Wylie became an associate of his honored father in the flour
and grain firm of Wylie, Smith & Company as a partner, and
from that time until his death was very prominent in the bus-
iness life of Baltimore. Few men were more diverse in their
interests or took part more willingly in all that pertained to
the public or social life of his city; his activity and influence
was not confined to commerce, for he was a social favorite
and numbered many of his intimates among the most fashion-
able and select. Fle possesscd a rare trait of character that
led him to identify himself actively with movements in many
fields of public welfare and reached out into the broad do-
main of public interest; made himself familiar with its pro-
blems and held himself ready at all times to aid in their
solution. Thus at one and the same time he was influential
and strong in business, in religious activity, in the city’s
struggle for civic righteousness, in the cause of charity, in
educational affairs, in fact, strong for everything that touched
upon or furthered the cause of the public good.

The foundations upon which he built his proud record
of citizenship were a heritage from his father, Robert M.
Wylie, and with the advantage of a University education, the
preceptorship of his able father, and the momentum gained
while yet he could avail himself of the wisdom and experience
of that father, he went forward to greater heights of success
and influence.

Robert M. Wylie was born in Belfast, Ireland, in 1838,
and came to the United States a young man. Shortly after
arriving in Baltimore he became clerk for the firm of D. J.
Foley & Company. He formed a partnership with A. A.
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Johnson in 1863, trading as Johnson & Wylie. In 1865, with
F. T. Smith, he founded the grain and flour firm of Wylie,
Smith & Company, conducting a highly successful business
under that name until the forming of the firm of Wylie, Son
& Company. Six months prior to his death, June 20, 1902,
he withdrew, leaving all his business interests in the hands of
his capable son, Douglas M. Wylie. He was one of the foun-
ders and incorporators of the Baltimore Corn and Flour Ex-
change, was one of the familiar figures on the exchange, and
for nearly half a century was engaged in the flour and grain
business. The Corn and Flour Exchange afterward became
the Chamber of Commerce, and for many years he was a
director. From 1873 until 1880 he served the Chamber as
treasurer, for which he accepted no remunecration; in 18go
he was elected second vice-president, and in 1891 first vice-
president. He was also one of the incorporators and vice-
president of the Terminal Warehouse Company, and a dir-
ector of the Western National Bank. Robert M. Wylie was
a devout member of the First Presbyterian Church, was twice
chosen an elder of the congregation, and for a number of
years was chairman of the executive committee. He was one
of the organizers of the Presbyterian Association of Maryland ;
a trustee of the Presbyterian Home for Women; a director
of the Presbyterian Ear, Eye and Throat Hospital, and a
director of the Egenton Orphanage. He married Elizabeth
McKee, of Baltimore, and had two children, only one of whom
lived, Douglas Miller Wylie. Mrs. Wylie survives both hus-
band and son.

Douglas Miller Wylie was born in Baltimore, April 28,
1865, died unmarried in Baltimore, where he lived with his
mother, March 9, 1914. He completed his education at
Johns Hopkins University, class of 189o, shortly afterward
became a member of the firm of Wylie, Smith & Company,
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and from the very beginning of his career displayed unusual
aptitude for business. He was soon a potent force in the firm’s
affairs and ten years later the style and title became Wylie,
Son & Company, and so remained until both father and son
had both joined the great majority. On January 1, 1902,
Robert M. Wylie withdrew, turning the executive manage-
ment over to his son, and from that time until his death
Douglas M. Wylie was the active head. Under his guidance
the house continued its successful career and so prominently
did its head become that he was chosen president of the Balti-
more Chamber of Commerce, a position he held two terms.
In the great fire of 1904, the great grain warehouses built by
Robert M. Wylie and owned by Wylie Son & Company, were
destroyed, Douglas M. Wylie expressing his thankfulness that
his father had been spared witnessing their destruction. For
twelve years Douglas M. Wylie was a director of the Eutaw
Savings Bank, and member of its investigating committee, his
associates on the board expressing their high opinion of his
uprightness and usefulness, adding: “His death means a per-
sonal loss. We shall sadly<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>