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PREFACGE.

et P

Tue ComMITTEE OF THE RoyArL HIsTORICAL AND ARCHZO-
LOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF IRELAND in presenting the Ninth
Volume of the Fourth Series of the Journal, are glad
to be in a position to congratulate the Fellows and
Members on the variety and interesting character of
its contents. Several of the Papers contributed are
in the form of Reports from the Hon. Provincial and
Local Secretaries, and it is to be hoped that the example
thus shown may be the means of promoting increased
activity among the Local Secretaries throughout the
country. Among the contributors are many who are
already well known to the readers of the Journal, but
it is gratifying to find that by no means the least in-
teresting Papers are from the pens of new writers. The
contributions of Mr. Knowles, Mr. Milligan, Mr. Kinahan,
and Mr. Wakeman are of considerable value to the
Archaological portion of the work of the Association.
Dr. Frazer’s Papers will be read with interest ; and also
those of Rev. Mr. Firench and Major-General Stubbs.
To the Historical side Mr. James Mills has made a
most valuable addition. The Papers by The O’Conor
Don, Rev. Denis Murphy, Miss Hickson, Mr. Westropp,
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and Mr. Barry, will be found among the most interest-
ing in the same department. Many will welcome
Mr. Day’s account of old Cork Silver, and the Silver
Maces of Cork and of Castlemartyr.

The visit of the Association to Limerick in July
naturally called forth several Papers, dealing with the
Antiquities of the neighbourhood, which were read by
some of the writers mentioned above, and also by Mr.
Lenihan, Rev. J. Dowd, Rev. J. Crowe, and Rev.
T. Lee.

Among the ‘‘ Archeeological Notes” will be found
several of no small importance—those by Mr. Thunder
and Mr. J. Davis White being the principal.

Colonel Vigors has done well in presenting for
publication the Papers relating to the Corporation of
New Ross.

It is satisfactory to find that some of the Papers
gave rise to interesting discussions, and the writers
when criticised, have occasionally joined issue with
their critics, with what success the readers of the Jowrnal
can judge.

March, 1890.
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or

THE ROYAL

HISTORICAL AND ARCHAOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION

OF IRELAND,

FOR THE YEAR 1889.

—_——

Tre AxnvuaL GENERAL MEETING of the Association was
held on Wednesday, 30th January, 1889 (by adjourn-
ment from the 2nd), in Leinster House, Dublin, at
3.30 o’clock, p.M., pursuant to summons.

The President, Lorp JaMEs WaNDESFORD ButLER, D.L.,
in the Chair.

Also present:—Richard Langrishe, F.R.LA.L, Senior
Vice-President ; Robert Day, J.p., F.5.A., M.R.I.A., Vice-
President for Munster ; J. G. Robertson; Rev. Leonard
Hassé, M.r.1.A. ; Dr. J. R. Joly; William Gray, M.R.1.A. §
Thomas J. Westropp, M.A.; Henry J. Loughnan, B.L. ;
Rev. James M. Firench; Lord Walter Fitzgerald; David
H. Creighton; Rev. H. W. Lett, m.A.; Most Rev. Dr. Healy,
Coadjutor Bishop of Clonfert; R. Malcolmson, ».a.; Rev.
E. F. Hewson, Gowran, Co. Kilkenny; John M. Thunder;
Rev. Denis Murphy, s.3., Dublin ; Julian G.. Butler ; John
O’Harte ; W. F. Wakeman ; John Cooke, B.L. ; Rev. Dr.
Healy, Kells; Surg.-General Beaumont; J. M. Wilson,
J.p.; A. S. Cooper, 3.p.; Rev. Professor Stokes, ».p.;

B2
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W. R. Molloy, M.R.LA., F.8.8.; Dr. Frazer, M.R.LA. ; J. J.
Digges La Touche, m.a. ; J. Mills; T. 8. Frank Battersby,
B.L.; and R. Cochrane, C.E., M.R.I.A., Hon. Greneral Secre-

tary and Treasurer.

The President, who was received with applause,
said :—

GentLEMEN—The first business before usis to confirm the Minutes of the
last Mecting, but before doing that I wish, as thisis the first Annual Meet-
ing at which I have acted as President of the Royal Historical and
Archmological Association of Ireland, to convey fo you my thanks
for the honour that has been done me by placing me in that very honour-
able position, and to record the extreme satisfaction that T derived
yesterday from hearing a report, of which you will all know by-and-by,
showing that a brighter era is dawning upon our Society than, in fact, I
can recollect, although I can recall it to mind from its foundation. We are
prospering in many ways. There is more public interest taken
in the Society ; and as there are more convenicnces at the present day
for the purposes of illustration of the various objects of ancient art
through the eountry, and of the various buildings of which such
care is taken by the Board of Works, who have charge of these buildings,
our future is, and I trust may continue to be, far more brilliant than the
past, although we have no reason, Iibelieve, to think that the past has
been devoid of interest. We have risen from the Kilkenny Archeeo-
logical Society—the dear old Society that I remember the foundation
of—we have risen from that to the very high position which Her
Majesty has most graciously condescended to give us. This is of im-
portance, for it shows that our works have been appreciated, and our
motto must be Ercelsior—to go on and improve on what we have done,
and make the works that we undertake of far wider interest than has
hitherto been the case. I shall not dwell on anything further than what I
have just touched very lightly on, for there are many Papers to be read. I
think, therefore, T am doing my duty the best way I can by asking the Hon.
Secretary, Mr. Robert Cochrane, to read over the Report, which we had
the very great advantage and the very great pleasure—for I really cannot
but repeat my words on that point—of hearing yesterday in Committee.

The Minutes of the last Meeting were then read and
confirmed.

The following Fellows were duly elected :—

Arthur H. Smith-Barry, M.P. , Fota, Cork, and Carlton
Club, London ; R. W. Cochran-Patrick, r.r.p., Honorary
Secretary, Society, Scottish Antiquaries, Woodside,

Beith, Ayrshire: proposed by Sir Herbert E. Maxwell,
Bart., m.p.
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Allen R. Douglas, 5.p.,, m.D., r.R.c.5., Coolbawn,
Warrenpoint, Co. Down : proposed by Rev. Canon
Grainger, D.D.

Thomas Drew, r.m.A. (Member), Gortnadrew, Alma-
road, Monkstown, Dublin: proposed by R. Langrishe,
F.R.I.A.L

The Right Rev. R. S. Gregg, p.n., The Palace,
Cork : proposed by The O’Donovan, ».L., M.A., T.C.D.

J. J. Digges La Touche, m.A., Deputy Keeper of
Records, Public Record Office, Dublin: proposed by
Rev. Professor Stokes, p.p.

Charles C. Ormsby, A.INST., C.E.I., Ballinamore House,
Kiltimagh, Co. Mayo: proposed by Edward Glover,
M.A., C.E.

Robert Bruce Armstrong, Edinburgh, and Junior
Carlton Club, London : proposed by J. G. Robertson.

Captain R. Claude Cane, J.p., St. Wolstan’s, Cel-
bridge ; Edward H. Earl, M.r1.A., 40, Westland-row,
Dublin ; W. O’Brien, LL.Dp., Aylesbury House, Merrion,
Co. Dublin (Member); R. W. Lowry, ».L., J.p., Pomeroy
House, Pomeroy, Co. Tyrone (Member); P. J. Lynch,
C.E., Architect, Tralee (Member): proposed by Robert
Cochrane, Hon. Secretary.

The following new Members were elected :—

Rev. James Allen, A.8., Rector of Creagh, Skibbereen;
J. E. Barrett, J.p., Carriganas Castle, Bantry, Co. Cork
the Very Rev. Horace T. Fleming, M.a., Dean of Cloyne,
Cloyne ; the Rev. Thomas Olden, B.A., M.R.I.A., Vicar of
Ballyclough, Mallow : proposed by The O’Donovan.

Denis R. Pack-Beresford, Fenagh House, Bagnals-
town, Co. Carlow: proposed by Colonel Philip D.
Vigors, J.P.

Rev. Canon Edward R. Emerson, .., Rector of St.
Edmunds, Dunmanway, Co. Cork; Rev. J. H. Reving-
ton, A.B., Kilbehenny Rectory, Mitchelstown, Co. Cork :
proposed by Rev. Canon Courtenay Moore, 3.A.

William Quartus Ewart, a.4., J.P., Schomberg, Strand-
town, Belfast: proposed by Rev. Canon Grainger, D.D.

James Garland, L.r.cs.I, Laragh, Rathdrum, Co.
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Wicklow ; Thomas J. Whitty, c.e., Roundwood, Co.
Wicklow ; M. J. Saunders, 14, York-street, Dublin:
proposed by John G. Keogh. :

M. W. Lalor, Kilkenny Moderator, Kilkenny (re-
elected); M. M. Murphy, solicitor, Parliament-street,
Kilkenny : proposed by Robert Cochrane.

James Mills, Public Record Office, Four Courts,
Dublin: proposed by Rev. Professor Stokes, p.p.

John O’Duffy, Surgeon-Dentist, Rutland-square, E.,
Dublin: proposed by Rev. W. Ball Wright.

Dixon C. O’Keefe, Richmond House, Templemore:
proposed by J. Davis White.

Nicholas A. Brophy, Master, School of Art, Limerick ;
William Ebrill, merchant, Limerick: proposed by P.
J. Lynch.

Robert Barklie, r.c.s. 21, Wilmont-terrace, Belfast :
proposed by John Moran, LL.D.

Joseph Glynn, The Downs, Mullingar: proposed by
W. F. Wakeman.

James Brenan, r.H.A.,, Head Master, School of Art,
Dublin : proposed by Arthur Hill, B.E.

John Todhunter, m.p., Orcharderoft, Bedford Park,
Chiswick: proposed by Goddard H. Orpen.

Very Rev. John Morgan, p.p., Dean of Waterford :
proposed by Major Cuffe.

Mrs. Dodge, New York : proposed by Col. Vigors.

W. M. Dixon, Trinity College, Dublin: proposed
by G. D. Burtchaell.

Rev. Joseph Spellman, c.c., Moycullen, Co. Galway :
proposed by Rev. E. F. Hewson.

8ghe Secretary then read the following Report for
1888 :—

¢ Your Committee, in resuming the practice of rendering an acconut
of the state and prospects of the Royal Historical and Archaological
Association of Ireland, are glad to be able to report favourably, not only
as to the amount of work accomplished during the past year, but also as
to the increased interest taken in the work of the Association, resulting
In an increase of Members, with increasing financial prosperity, although
it is to be regretted that a very large number of our Members have

allowed their subscriptions to remain in arrear. A list of such defaulters
will be laid before you.
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¢ Four General Mectings of the Association have been held during the
past year, viz. at Dublin, Kilkenny, Londonderry, and Cashel; the two
latter Meetings, for Ulster and Munster respectively, were probably two
of the most successful Meetings yet held under the auspices of your
Association, not only as regards the value of the Papers contributed and
the interest of the places visited, but also as regards the accession of new
Members, and the greater publicity given to our proceedings.

¢“ The losses by death and withdrawals have been above the average,
but the accession of new Members has raised the roll to 451 subscribing
?nl(ll Life Members, as against 415 in 1887. The roll now stands as
ollows : —

Fellows, : : J 5 d ! s 93
Hon. Fellows, 3 3 ¢ . : 3 o)
Members, g : A i P 3 . 3856

Total, . ) |

¢ As regards the funds of the Association, the total amount received
in subscriptions and arrears during the year 1888 amounted to £337 1s. 5d.,
as against £172 14s. 4d. received in 1887. This has enabled your
Treasurer not only to pay off all the bills and expenses incurred during
the present year, but also to pay off the arrears due to the printers for the
Journal for the whole of the year 1887 and part of 1886.

¢ The balance to credit of the Association, after paying all debts due
and arrears, amounts to £42 2s. 11d. subject to audit ; amount of Govern-
ment Stock invested in 2 per cent. Consols is £380 1s. 5d.

“The total yearly receipts of the Association for the past ten years
is appended, and is an interesting study as showing a steady decrease from
the year 1883 until this year, which, it is hoped, has proved to be the
turning-point in the decline of funds from subscriptions.

The following are the Subseriptions :—

o R A
BN A A e e B8T 206
SR O TN e Ea i U L 63T 8T kL (30
i e e |
T S LR AN B
1881, 5 ’ J . 3 . 2356 10 0
R 50 b ot Ao ia e 20ABRT 1909
T S e TP R TR
L N e N o A A T T A
HEIE My anrahin s e INETITINREYY 9
RS soontl vt wlivirganolesiiss 4
1887, > . 4 5 5 v 172 14 4
TR et MmN ¢ (R T

¢ The amount received for year 1888 is made up as follows :—

Subscriptions for current year, . . £18418 5
Arrears, . 3 3 5 z 3 129 14 0
Paid in advance for 1889, . % : 22 9 0

Total, . £337 1 5
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« Attention has been given to the sale of the back Numbers of the
Journal, and a sum of £32 11s. 4d. has been received during the past
year for sales made. Some accounts are still outstanding, which would
bring, when paid, the sales to over £40.

¢ A sum of £34 has becn received in payment of entrance fees of
Fellows (12) and one life composition. It is suggested that this amount
should be added to capital account, to be added to the sum invested in
Government Stock, in accordance with Rule No. 13 of the Assogation.
Owing to the depressed condition of the finances of the Association for
some years past the amounts so received were disbursed in the general
expenditure; but now that the funds permit of it, the practice of adding
to the invested capital should be resumed, as above recommended.

¢ Jamrs WaNDESFORD BuTLER, President.
¢ RoseErT CocHRANE, Hon. Secretary.”

The President said that it was an extremely gratify-
ing Report. This was not a very great Society, but
it was one that took rank after the Royal Irish Academy.
He thought they acted wisely in returning to the system
of investing their money, which they were enabled now
to do, and which was a source of great gratification to
everyone connected with the Society.

On the motion of Mr. Langrishe, seconded by Mr.
Day, the Report was adopted.

A letter to the Secretary, dated January 15th, was
read from Mr. James Coleman, a Member of the Asso-
ciation, residing in Southampton, calling attention to
the fact that very little seemed to be known in Ireland of
the valuable work, now nearly complete, which has been
carried out by the Board of Works for the preservation
of the chief ancient national monuments of the country
(137 in all), and suggesting that as the only printed
record of the admirable and timely work thus done is
confined to the comparatively few pages of letterpress,
with accompanying plans, &c., which have appeared as
Appendices to the Annual Report of the Board of Works
since 1872 downwards, the Association should take such
steps as would lead to the re-publication of these Appen-
dices in_a collected form, or else cause them to be
reprinted in the pages of the Quarterly Jowrnal, on
account of their specially interesting character.

This letter was referred to the Committee to con-
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sider the practicability of giving effect to any of the
suggestions contained therein.

The following Reports were received from Mr. G.
H. Kinahan, Hon. Local Secretary : —

Co. DonEGAL.

Round Tower, Tory Island, off the N. W. coast of Donegal.—This is a
very unique tower, having been built of round beach-stones. This tower
is rapidly disappearing, as it has been reduced in height eight or ten feet
in the last few years.

The adjoining old churches have also sadly degenerated—in fact
when I saw them, from their dilapidated condition, I would scarcely
have recognized them as old churches.

The Hon. Secretary mentioned that the Inspector of
National Monuments visited Tory Ireland, and reported
on its antiquities. Some work was executed there,
under his superintendence, in November and December,
1886, which cost £36 18s. 64. Mr. Kinahan’s visit was
prior to the execution of any work at the tower.

Co. WEXFORD.

Clone Church, about a mile southwards of Ferns.—A handsome
carved flat-headed doorway, with sloping sides, built of green flags.
High up in the same gable there are two projecting carved heads. On a
mound close by is an old cross and erect sundial.

‘When visited about five years ago a wall had been built round the
church, part of which had been pulled down to supply material, although
there is a quarry close at hand. The old cross and sundial had been
pulled up, and were lying on the mound.

St. Catherine’s Abbey.—This ruin is in the village called Churchtown,
immediately N.E. of Tacumshine Lake, in the baronies of Forth and
Bargy. Of this old Abbey a portion of the south wall and cloister existed
when visited some ten years ago. Then it was not being much abused,
but at the same time it was not being cared for.

An attempt was made to have this Abbey and Clone Church put on
the list of National Monuments, but difficulties were interposed locally,
and the buildings have not yet been vested.

Mr. George J. Hewson, Hollywood, Adare, Hon.
Local Secretary for Co. Limerick, reported, with refe-
rence to the old Castle at Kilmallock, as follows :—

It scems likely that the old castle in Kilmallock, which is con-
nected with so many events in the history of Ireland, especially during
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the Desmond wars, is likely to be interfered with, perhaps in a way which
might greatly lessen its interest as a memorial of the past, and might even
cause its demolition. I think it well to bring the matter under notice
of the Association, for the purpose of preventing, if possible, any injury
being done to this old castle ; or, if that is impossible, to try and take
some steps to have any alterations made done in such a manner as to
cause as little injury to the structure, and as little change in its character
as possible.

At the request of the Committee, Mr. P. J. Liynch,
Architect, Hon. Provincial Secretary, sent in the follow-
ing interesting report on this structure :—

I have made inquiries in reference to the proposition (as reported in
the Limerick Chronicle) to construct a carriage way through the old Castle
of Kilmallock. I regret that I have not time to prepare measured draw-
ings of this interesting old ruin. From an architectural point of view it
possesses little interest; but its conmection with the characters who
played such important parts in the history of Ireland during the eventful
period, from the latter portion of the sixteenth century to the end of the
seventeenth century, renders it well worthy of preservation. It stands
at the end of the main street. At one time there was a public passage
through the gates of the castle—Lewis mentions this—but some years
ago, to fit up the castle as a school or meeting-house, this passage was
built up, and doors fitted in. Some years ago it was vacated, and since
then it is fast moving to decay. The roof is almost completely gone. A
blacksmith is occupying the lower portion, sheltered by the stone vaulting
of the upper floor; but the place is wtterly unfit for human habitation. A
large portion of the castellated parapet has fallen, and some of it is in a
most dangerous condition.

The castle was the property of the corporation of Kilmallock, and
was used as an armoury and citadel. It passed, with other corporate
property, into the Oliver family, and thence, by marriage, to Sir George
Colthurst.

The present openings are 8 feet 6 inches wide, and only 8 feet 6 inches
high to the point of the gothic arch. This would not admit of driving
through. To enlarge the ope sufficiently would be costly, and would
interfere with some of the exterior features—particularly on the northern
side—detrimentally. After a conversation with some of the gentlemen
of the town, who are anxious for this passage, an opinion was expressed that
it would not be necessary to enlarge it; but if the arches were opened, to
permit a view through, and the proposed footpath were continued through
the castle, it would meet their requirements. I was pleased to hear one and
all express the greatest desire to preserve the old castle from injury.
They also informed me that if the owner, Sir George Colthurst, met their
views about the passage they would take some steps towards checking the
present rapid progress of decay. Perhaps thisis a case where the Society
may be able to do some good by representing to the owner the decayed
state in vyluch the castle is at present, and the hope that some arrange-
ment for its preservation could be made.
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The matter was referred to the Committee to take
such steps as may be found expedient to assist in secur-
ing the preservation of this interesting and historic
castle.

Mr. R. A. Duke, Newpark, Ballymote, contributed a
sketch of the south window of the old Church of Kil-
morgan, Co. Sligo. The window consists of two lights,
separated by a mullion, and is remarkable as being cut
out of a single stone, measuring 2 feet 1 inch at top, and
2 feet 4'inches at bottom ; height, 4 feet 1 inch. Kach
light is round-headed at the top, and measures 4 inches
in width at the springing of the semicircular portion ;
the width at the bottom measures 5 inches; the
stone is about 6 inchesin thickness. There is a chamfer
cut on the mullion, and all round the opening, but the
outer edges of the stone are undressed. This is believed
to be the only instance recorded of a two-light window
ope formed out of one stone, perforated in the solid ; and
it is to be hoped a complete description of this interesting
old church, with measured drawings of the structure,
will be forwarded by Mr. Duke for illustration in the
Journal.

The Hon. Secretary announced the following contri-
butions, and proposed a vote of thanks to the individual
donors, which was passed unanimously :—

Trish Builder, by the Editor. ¢ Geological and Natu-
ral History Survey of Canada;” ‘“ Maps to accompany
Annual Report,” vol. 1., 1886, by the Director.
¢ Transactions St. Alban’s Architectural and Archaeo-
logical Society, 1887,” by the Society. ¢ Royal Geo-
logical Society of Ireland,” vol. vir., part ii. ¢ Proceed-
ings of Society of Antiquaries,” vol. xim. part ii, by
the Society. ‘¢ Anthropological Institute of Great
Britain and Ireland,” Journal, No. 65, by the Institute.
¢ Transactions, Historic Society of Lancashire and
Cheshire,” part i., 1885, by the Society. ‘¢ Archwzo-
logia Cambrensis,” for October, 1888, by the Society.
‘““ AarBogER for Nordisk Old kyndighed og historie
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1888,” from the Royal Society of Northern Antiqua-
ries, Copenhagen. ¢ Bishop Pococke’s Tour in Suther-
land and Caithness,” by D. William Kemp, Ivy
Lodge, Trinity, Edinburgh, by the Author, per Dr.
Frazer. ¢ Gloucester Notes and Queries,” January,
1889, part xli., by the Editor, Rev. Beaver H. Blacker.
Part v. ¢ Anthologia Tipperariensis,” paper cover, pp.
65—80, by the Editor, J. D. White, Esq. ‘Journal
British Archzological Association,” part iv., vol. xriv.,
December, 1888, paper, 8vo., by the Association.

Erection or OFricERs For 1889.

The next business was the election of officers for 1889.

Mr. Langrishe said he had great pleasure in proposing
that Lord James Butler be re-elected President of this
Association.

Dr. Joly seconded the proposition, which was unani-
mously agreed to.

The President thanked the meeting for having unani-
mously elected him, and hoped that any work he had
hitherto done would be improved on by that which he
proposed doing. He was deeply interested in the
Society, the founding of which he remembered, and was
very much interested and gratified by the report which
Mr. Cochrane had read. It showed that he had been
extremely active, and that the Members of the Society
generally are worthy of belonging to the Royal Histo-
rical and Archaological Association of Ireland.

Mr. Langrishe had great pleasure in proposing that
Mr. Robert Cochrane be re-elected Honorary Secretary
and Treasurer, and also begged to propose a vote of
thanks to him for what he has already done.

Dr. Joly seconded the proposition, which was unani-
mously adopted. ;

The President congratulated Mr. Cochrane on being
elected to this very honourable post, and he joined

ﬁgartily in the vote of thanks that had been passed to
im,
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The Honorary Secretary having acknowledged the
compliment—on the motion of Mr. Malcolmson, seconded
by the Rev. Mr. Hassé, the following gentlemen were
elected Vice-Presidents :—

Connaught :—R. Langrishe, F.r.1.A.L; Rt. Hon. The
O’Conor Don, p.L., M.R.I.A. ; Mitchel Henry, p.L.; Hon.
Gerald L. Dillon.

Leinster :—His Eminence Cardinal Moran, Archbishop
of Sydney; Rt. Rev. Pakenham Walsh, p.p., Bishop of
Ossory ; J. R. Garstin, p.L., M.R.I.A.; Thomas Drew,
R.H.A.

Munster :—QO’Donovan of Lisard, p.1., J.P., M.A., T.C.D.;
Maurice Lenihan, 5.p., M.R.1.A. ; Robert Day, J.p., M.R.1.A.,
F.8.A.; H. Villiers Stuart, J.p., D.L.

Ulster :—Right Rev. William Reeves, D.p., M.R.LA.,
Bishop of Down, Connor, and Dromore; Rev. Canon
Grainger, .D., M.®.LA. ; Rt. Hon. Lord Arthur Hill, m.p.;
William Gray, M.R.IA.

Evrrcrion or COMMITTEE.

The following were elected on the Committee for the
year 1889 :—

Rev. C. A. Vignoles; Dr. Frazer; Rev. Dr. Stokes;
Colonel Vigors; James G. Robertson; George D.
Burtchaell ; m.4., B.L.; J. R. Joly, 1r.p.; Dr. E. Perceval
Wright, Secretary, R.I.A.; Rev. C. P. Meehan, M.R.I.A. ;
Rev. Leonard Hassé, M.r.I.A.; Frederick Franklin,
F.R.LAL; Surgeon-General King, M.R.L.A.

The following were also elected to the respective
offices :—

Trustees :—Patrick Watters, M.A.; Peter Burtchaell, ..

Auditors :—James G. Robertson; GeorgeD. Burtchaell,
M.A., B.L.

Hon. Curator of Museum at Kilkenny:—D.H. Creighton,
F.R.G.S.
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HoN. PROVINCIAL SECRETARIES.

Leinster :—Rev. W. Healy, p.p., Johnstown, Co. Kil-
kenny ; Robert Malcolmson, M.A., Carlow

Ulster :—Seaton F. Milligan, M.r.1.A., Belfast; Rev.
H. W. Lett, a.4., Loughbrickland.

Munster :—Arthur Hill, B.E., M.r.1.A., Cork; P. J.
Lynch, c.E., Architect, Tralee.

Connaught :—Lieut.-Colonel Wood-Martin, M.R.I.4.,
Sligo.

Hon. LocAL SECRETARIES.

Antrim :—Rev. S. A. Brenan, m.A.; W. J. Knowles,

M.R.LA. Armagh:—Rev. John Elllott J. H. Fullerton.
Carlow :—Robert Malcolmson, M.A. ; Col. P. D. Vigors,
1.p. Cavan:—Samuel Kerr Ku‘ker, Cc.E. Clare:—Rev.
S. Malone, P.P., M.R.LA.; John H111 C.E., M.R.LA.
Cork :—Rev. Prof. Goodman, M.R.LA. Ph1hp Raymond
Donegal :—J. A. Mahony, M.R.I.A. Down:—W. H.
Patterson, M.R1.A.  Dublin :—W. F. Wakeman, J. M.
Thunder, G. H. Kinahan, M.R.LA. Fermanagh:—Ed.
Atthill, s.p.; T. Plunkett, M.R.1.A. Galway :—Hon.
L. Gerald Dillon; Rev. W. Kilbride. Kerry:—Rev.
D. O’Donoghue, p.p.; Miss Hickson. Kildare:—E.
Glover, c.x. Kilkenny :—Rev. E. Hewson. Kilkenny
City:—J. Blair Browne. King’s Co.:— .
Leitrim :—O. Wynne. Limerick :—G:. J. Hewson AM,
J. Frost, J.p.,, M.R.LA.  Londonderry :—'T. Watson,
John Browne, M.R.LA. Longford :—J. M. Wilson, J.p.
Louth:—J. R. Garstin, MR.LA.  Mayo:—W. E. Kelly,
C.E., J.p. Meath:—J. H. Moore,CE Rev. Dr. Healy.
Monag}mn —A. K. Young, J.P. D. Carolan Rush.
Queen’s Co. :—Rev. W. Healy. Poscommon —Richard
Langrishe, r.r.A1.  Slgo:—C. B. Jones, c.s. Tip-
perary :—John Davis White. Tyrone:—J. C. Ferrall.
Waterford :—James Budd; Gabriel O’C. Redmond,
LR.CSI Westmeath:—Rev. Hill Wilson White, rLL.D.,
MR.IA; W. E. Wilson. Wezford :—J. J. Perc1val J.
Ennis Mayler Wicklow :—Rev. J. F. M. Ffrench.
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The Secretary reported that the Committee had
accepted with regret the resignation of Colonel Wood-
Martin as Editor of the Journal. It was proposed by Mr.
William Gray:—

‘That the thanks of the Association be presented to Lieutenant-
Colonel Woon-MarTIN for the very timely and efficient services he has
rendered to the Association at a very critical period, consequent upon the
lamented death of the late General Secretary.”

Mr. Gray said he was very sorry, personally, to hear
of the resignation of Colonel Wood-Martin, and con-
sidered that the Association was very much indebted to
him for the prompt and zealous way in which he took
the place left vacant by the death of Mr. Graves, which
enabled the Committee to carry on the work of the
Association while arrangements were being made for
conducting the business of the Association in a more
orderly manner, thereby securing its permanence,
with every prospect of renewed energy and increased
success.

The resolution was seconded by Rev. J. F. M. Ffrench,
and passed unanimously.

The President brought forward the Report of the Sub-
Committee for the preservation of the memorials of the
dead. He observed that the lower classes were very care-
less about the preservation of these memorials. This work
was one of the primary objects of the Kilkenny Archeao-
logical Society, and it descended to, and was included in,
Rule 1st of the Royal Historical and Archaological
Association, and had been well attended to, as their Pro-
ceedings and Reports from the foundation of the Society
in 1849 could testify. He always took the greatest inte-
rest in this portion of the work of their Association, and
he therefore proposed—*‘ That the Report of the Sub-
Committee for the preservation of the memorials of the
dead be referred to the General Committee, and that the
Sub-Committee of 1888 be re-elected for the year 1889.”

Seconded by Dr. Joly, and passed unanimously.

Mr. Cochrane then read a beautifully illuminated
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Address to the late Honorary Treasurer and Secretary
of the Association, Mr. J. G. Robertson :—

¢« Drar Sie—On behalf of the Royal Historical and Archaeological
Association of Ireland, we beg to tender to you an expression of our
esteem and regard on the occasion of losing your active services, of which
our Association has enjoyed the advantage, in various capacities, ever
since its foundation.

¢ 'We are fully sensible of the obligation due to you for the manner in
which you took over the onerous duties of honorary secretary and trea-
surer, at a most critical period of our existence.

¢ In being deprived of your valuable services as honorary curator of
our Museum, we feel that we have sustained a loss which will be exceed-
ingly difficult to repair.

“ Your election to an Honorary Fellowship is but a small recognition
of the kind services which at all times you so generously placed at the
disposal of our Association, and the zeal you have ever displayed in pro-
moting its objects.

¢ (Signed on behalf of the Association),

¢ James WANDESFORD BUTLER, President,
* Roserr CocmranE, Hon. General Secretary.’

The President said that he was very glad it had
fallen to his lot to be the medium of presenting this
Address to Mr. Robertson. He was possessed of most
of the works that had emanated from the pencil or from
the suggestions of Mr. Robertson and his relations, and
he considered them very well worthy of any country.
He now had great pleasure in presenting him with that
beautiful specimen of Celtic ornamentation, which was
very well carried out in the Address, and he trusted it
might be long an ornament to his happy home.

Mr. Robertson replied :—

“ My lords and gentlemen, I beg to thank you very sincerely for this
gratifying proof of your appreciation of anything that I was able to do in
promoting the objects of the Association. The work was always a labour
of love to myself. Family bereavements, I am grieved to say, compelled
me to leave Kilkenny, where, during a residence of sixty years, I had
experienced much kindness and great respect. My long connexion with
the Museum and Library has thus been brought to an end, but I shall
always continue to do what I can for the benefit of the Society. I assure
you that I shall ever prize the address very highly.”

Mr. J. G. Robertson sent in an ancient MS., of which
the following is a copy :—

. ‘“ Corporation of Gowran, to witt—To the Burgesses and Freemen of
suid corporation.—This is to give notice, that on Monday, the 28th day



http://stores.ebay, com/Ancestry-Found 17

of June instant, there will be an assembly of the Portrieve, Burgesses, and
Freemen of said Corporation, that being ye day prescribed by ye Charter,
to elect a Portrieve of ye said Corporation for the ensuing year, at the
usual Tholsel? of said corporation. And will then and there, between
the hours of 10 and 12 of the clock of said day, proceed to the election of
Recorder of said Corporation, in the room of Nicholas Aylward, Esq.,?
deceased, of weh. all persons concerned are to take notice.—Dated and
scaled with my seal of office, this 18th day of June, 1756.—A true coppy
of ye above was duely posted up at ye usual place of sd. corporation for
posting corporation notices, being first signed and sealed by Gzo. Forsrer,
Esq., Portrive.”

Mr. Robertson also exhibited an antique Scotch lamp
of iron, which he acquired during a visit to Scotland last
summer. It was used for burning fish or whale-oil, with
wicks made of the pith of rushes. Such lamps are occa-
sionally still found in use in the Shetland Isles, showing
““the existence of the past in the present.” Lamps of
somewhat similar design, but ornamented, from Holland,
are to be seen in the fine collection of the National
Museum, Leinster House, Dublin.

The Rev. Denis Murphy, .., exhibited for inspection
by the Meeting a Manuscript History of Holy Cross
Abbey, Co. Tipperary, bearing the title Zriumphalia
Chronologica Monasteric S. Crucis Ordinis Cisterciensis in
Hibernie. 1t is a vellum folio of one hundred very
closely written pages. The author was Malachy Hartry,
a native of Waterford, one of the monks of the Abbey;
consequently he was well acquainted with all its tra-
ditions. The date is 1640. The coloured title-page is
a very curious one. It explains the origin of the olden
nameof the Abbey, ‘ Ochterlamhain,” about whichaquery
was inserted in a former issue of the Journal, which has
been left without an answer up to this. There is another
coloured plate representing a procession of the abbot and
his monks, with a crowd of laymen accompanying them.
This is valuable, as giving the mode of dress usual in
Ireland at this time.

1 Tt would appear that formerly other public buildings in some of the boroughs in
the county of Kilkenny were thus styled. The Tholsel of Kilkenny is now the only
building in the county known by that name.

2 The fine demesne and residence of Shankill Castle, neaf Gowran, with the pro-
perty attached thereto, are still in the possession of & member of this family, viz. Toler
Aylward, Esq., 5.»., ex-High Sheriff for the county of Kilkenny.

4TH SER, VOL. IX. C
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Besides the above history the manuscript contains
another work by the same author, which bears the title
Synopsis Nonnullorum Cisterciensium Hibernorum tllustrium
&ec. ... A Brief Account of some famous Irish Cistercians.
It contains brief biographies of some forty Irish members
of the Order who lived at different times from the intro-
duction of the Order into Ireland up to 1649, the date
of the work.

This manuscript is of great value, as it is one of the
very few histories, perhaps the only one, of an Irish
monastery written by one of its inmates. In England
there are many such, as we may see in the series issued
under the direction of the Master of the Rolls. In Ireland,
unfortunately for the lovers of antiquity, it is not so.

The manuscript was formerly the property of the
monastery. It now belongs to the Most Rev. Dr. Croke,
Archbishop of Cashel. He has kindly lent it for the
purposes of publication. Rev. D. Murphy has tran-
seribed it very carefully, and is about to put the work to
press, with a translation and extensive notes. He will
supplement it with an introduction giving an account
of the Cistercian Order in Ireland, and the history of
Holy Cross Abbey in particular. The coloured plates of
the manuscript will be reproduced faithfully. Some
other plates will be inserted in the introduction, such as
a view of the beautiful western end of the church, a
drawing to size of the relic of the cross for which the
church was built and from which it has taken its later
name; of the shrine in which it is now kept, and a
Jacsimile of the charter given to the monks by Donald
O’Brien, king of Limerick, in 1169, &ec. . . .

Unfortunately, the date of the work will not allow it
to be issued in the series of the Master of the Rolls.
Rev. D. Murphy intends to publish it at his own risk,
and to sell it at the lowest price that will enable him to
cover the expense of printing. The form will be that of
the Irish Archaeological Society’s publications. We need
hardly say we trust the book will have such a sale among
our lovers of antiquity as will save the Rev. Editor from
any pecuniary loss. He desires nothing more.

The Rev. D. Murphy has also ready for the press
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Cinerary Urns discovered at Adamstown, Co. Wexford.
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O’Clery’s Life of Hugh Roe O Donnell, the Irish text
from the original in the Library of the Royal Irish
Academy, a translation, with notes, and an extensive
preface. The work will be put to press immediately
after The History of Holy Cross is issued.

The following Paper on ‘¢ Cinerary Urns discovered
at Adamstown, Co. Wexford,” was read by Rev. J. F.
M. Ffrench, Hon. Local Secretary, Co. Wicklow :—

On the 18th of last December a ploughman in the employment of Mr.
Edward Fitz Henry, or Fitz Harris, while engaged in ploughing a field on
his farm at Misterin, came on a rough flat stone, which he raised, hoping
to find hidden treasure, Underneath there was a small chamber, about a
foot and a-half in diameter, the sides built with rough stones, and in the
centre two small objects of earthenware. The larger of these vessels con-
tained bones, which quickly became a white powder. The finder, dis-
appointed at not discovering treasure, and alarmed at the conversion of
the bones into dust, hastily covered up the cist again.

Mr. William Monk Gibbon of Templeshelin, having heard of the
find, had the cist uncovered on the following day, and took out
the earthenware vessels, which he found in a broken state, owing
to the careless handling of the man who first discovered them ; but,
with the exception of the urns, he found nothing but a quantity of
greyish powder, and small pieces of bonme. Subsequently, through
the kindness of Mrs. Gibbon, these vessels were sent to me, and are
now in my possession. The larger of these objects is a cinerary urn
of the bowl-shaped type, 1} inches high, 24 inches wide at the mouth,
and 2% inches wide at the middle. TItis of a light-red colour, and is very
beautifully shaped. The decoration consists of circular indented lines,
dividing the external surface into bands. These bands commence at the
base, around which a small circle is drawn, and from thence they follow
the shape of the urn, gradually expanding to the centre and contracting
in circumference to the mouth, but always remaining the same width,
and thus the upper and lower parts of the urn are decorated with seven
bands each. The lip of the urn is decorated with a number of small half-
circles, placed alternately at opposite sides, which were probably impressed
with a stamp. The sketch of the urn which accompanies this Paper is
drawn one half inch less than the full size. Along with this urn there was
a much smaller urn made of the same material, and of the same colour.
This little urn is one of the smallest, if not the smallest, yet discovered,
and is only 1 inch high and 2} inches wide at the mouth. It is not
ornamented in any way, and in shape it is quite different from the larger
urn, and resembles a rudely made miniature flower-pot saucer. I have
made every possible inquiry as to how it was placed in relation to
the larger urn when the cist was first opened, but the man who opened
the cist cannot remember. I would suggest that it may possibly have
been turned over on the larger urn, and have formed a kind of cover for it.
I may mention that there is an admixture of sand or small fragments of
stone in the clay with which these urns were made. The sketch of the
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smaller urn is £ths of an inch smaller than the full size. The field in
which the cist was found was evidently used for the purpose of burial;
for the owner of the field remembers that, about fifty years ago, when he
was a boy, two cists of the same kind were found close to the place where
the urns were discovered. It is worthy of remark that, some short dis-
tance from this field, there is an earthwork enclosing a square plot of
ground; and many years ago squared beams of black oak were found
beneath the surface of the surrounding ditch.

Mr. W. F. Wakeman read a short Paper on the
Castle of Adamstown and the Devereux Monument,
about which some particulars have recently appeared in
the Journal from several Members.

Rev. J. F. M. Ffrench made some interesting obser-
vations on the subject, and as he has since, at the
request of the Committee, visited the place and made
some notes for publication, it is intended to include
them with Mr. Wakeman’s Paper in the next Number of
the Journal.

Mr. James Mills, Public Record Office, read a valu-
able Paper entitled, ‘‘ Notices of the Manor of St.
Sepulchre, Dublin, in the Fourteenth Century,” the first
portion of which is given in the present Number of
the Journal, see page 31.

Mr. T. Johnston Westropp, M.A., read the concluding
portion of his interesting Paper on ¢ Ennis Abbey,
Co. Clare,” from 1617 to 1692, which, with the first
portion contributed to the Cashel Meeting in October
last, will be found at page 44.

The following Papers were contributed, and having
been taken as read, were referred to the Committee for
publication, should they see fit :—‘‘ Portnascully Rath,
Co. Kilkenny,” and a ‘“ Description of Antique Bronze
Object found at Woodview, Portlaw,” by James Martin,
M.b.—the latter was kindly sent by Dr. Martin for
exhibition ;— An Account of the reception of a New
Charter from King James II. to the Town of New Ross,
Co. Wexford, 1687,” by Col. Vigors; “ On the Origin
and Antiquity of Irish History,” by Rev. William
Kilbride, m.A., in thirteen parts; ‘ Notes on the Pedi-
gree of the Scanlans of Ossory,” by Rev. T. R. Scanlan.
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At the close of the proceedings, the President said
that he wished once more to say how glad he was to
preside over their meeting that day. He ventured early
in the evening to say that he thought the account of the
progress given of the Society was very encouraging.
They had every reason to congratulate themselves on the
work done, and especially on what they had done that
day when very many interesting Papers had been read.

Mr. Robert Day proposed a warm vote of thanks to
Lord James Butler for presiding so ably over their pro-
ceedings. He hoped his Lordship would long continue
in the Chair as their President.

Lord Walter Fitzgerald seconded the motion, which
was adopted, amidst applause.

The President, in acknowledging the vote of thanks,
said he trusted that so long as he had the honour of
filling the Chair that he would receive as worthy, cordial,
and efficient support as he had met with that day.

Dr. Frazer said before they separated he wished to
suggest that their Meetings should be accompanied by a
club dinner.

The Secretary said they hoped to have either a
dinner or an excursion in connexion with their October
Meeting, perhaps both. There were very many places
of the greatest antiquarian interestin the neighbourhood
of Dublin, a visit to which would well repay the Members.

The proceedings then terminated.

Report of the Sub-Committee for the Preservation
of the Memorials of the Dead, for the year 1888, as
adopted by the General Committee :—

It may be remembered that the subject of the Preserva-
tion of the Ancient Memorials of the Dead in this country,
and the necessity for some special steps to be taken to
endeavour to arrest the progress of destruction, was
brought under the notice of the Association by Colonel
Vigors, at the Annual Meeting in January, 1888. A
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brief reference to the subject will be found at page 354
of the Journal for that year. ) ! ; i

At the Meeting of the 4th April following, in Kil-
kenny, a Sub-Committee was formed, consisting of our
President, Lord James W. Butler; Richard Langrishe,
Esq., one of our Vice-Presidents; R. Cochrane, Esq.,
Honorary General Secretary; Wm. Gray, Esq.; and
Colonel P. D. Vigors, who undertook the duties of
Honorary Secretary and Treasurer.

Mr. Langrishe kindly consented to act as Honorary
Architect.

As soon as could be arranged after that Meeting,
circulars setting forth the work of the Committee were
issued by Colonel Vigors to every Fellow and Member
of the gssociation, also to many of the Members of the
Royal Irish Academy, and to a large number of the
clergy throughout Ireland. In addition to these the
circulars were sent to a number of the Dublin and Pro-
vincial Newspapers, with the request that they would
ventilate the subject as far as they could; and the
thanks of the Sub-Committee are due to the Editors of
nine of these papers for the kind way in which they
brought the subject under the notice of their readers.

Perhaps one of the most powerful aids towards the
success of the work of the Committee would be by the
Honorary Local Secretaries taking the trouble to have
inserted in their respective local papers all notices of
the doings of our Association, and of this particular
portion of its work as they occur from time to time, and
so to keep the matter before the public. .

It should never be forgotten that the Association was
instituted for the express purpose of preserving, ex-
amining, and illustrating all Ancient Monuments and
Memorials of the History, Language, Arts, Manners,
and Customs of past ages in Ireland.

A pamphlet was issued some years since by our
Association, giving brief hints-and queries intended to
promote the preservation, discovery, and collection of local
history, &c.; it would appear to be very desirable if a re-
print of this were now issued and widely distributed.

The Honorary Secretary has collectéd much valuable
matter from different contributors in several counties of
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Ireland relating to the objects which the Sub-Committee
desires to protect, and the substance of these reports will
shortly appear in the pages of the Journal. These com-
munications are from five counties, viz. Carlow, Kilkenny,
Meath, Westmeath, and Waterford. No reports have been
received from the remaining twenty seven counties.

During the year £21 2s. 6d. have been received on
behalf of the work of the Committee. The expenses
have been confined to such as are incident to the print-
ing and distribution of the circulars above mentioned,
and amount to £7 19s. A balance of £13 3s. 6d. remains
in the hands of the Honorary Treasurer of the Fund.

The following is the list of Subscribers. The names
in italies are not Members of the Royal Historical and
Archeaological Association of Ireland, and the special
thanks of the Association are due to them for their kind
subscriptions to this Fund :—

Professor John Tyndall, 7.r.s., £2 10s.; W. E. Kelly, Esq., £2 2s. 6d.;
Lord James Wandesford Butler, £1 5s.; His Grace the Archbishop of
Dublin, £1; J. Dunbar Ingram, Esg., £1; Colonel and Mrs. P. D.
Vigors, 10s.

The following have contributed 5s. each:—

The Rev. Canon Grainger ; the Rev. Beaver H. Blacker ; the Rev. W.
Healy, c.c. ; the Rev. James T. M. Ffrench ; Robert Cochrane, Esq., c.E.,
a.r.IA. ; B. R. Balfour, Esq.; John Blair Browne, Esq.; William Gray,
Esq.; the Rev. E. Hewson; the Hon. Leopold G. Agar-Ellis; the
Rev. M. Comerford; Henry Loftus Tottenkam, Esq.; the Rev. Thomas
Tynan, 2.2.; Arthur Hill, Esq.; William R. Molloy, Esq.; Lieut.,
Colonel Wood-Martin ; the Rev. Allen R. Cliffe; D. H. Creighton, Esq. ;
J. Cornwall Brady, Esq.; Rev. C. Moore; Deputy Surgeon-General
King ; M. C. Douglas; Major-General F. W. Stubbs; Captain T. Grove
‘White; The O’Donovan of Lisard; the Bishop of Limerick, Ardfert,
&c.; P. W. Joyce, Esq.; Mrs. A. Fitzgibbon; Major J. Bailie; Miss
A. M. Kearney; the Bishop of Ossory, Ferns, and Leighlin; the Rev.
W. Reynell (Donation); His Grace the Primate of all Ireland; Robert
Day, Esq. ; the Bishop of Clogher ; Robert Malcolmson, Esq. ; the Biskop
of Killaloe, Kilfenora, &c. ; Archdeacon R. Evans ; the Bishop of Cashel ;
Dean T. de B. Kennedy ; the Bishop of Down, Connor, and Dromore ;
Owen Smith, Esq.; Dr. George O'C. Redmond; Mr. Michael J. C.
Buckley ; Robert C. Browne, Fsq.; Denis R. Pack-Beresford; the Rev.
Hill Wilson White; R. Langrishe, Esq.; drcher Martin, Esq.; the
Rev. F. O’Brien, p.».; the Countess of Kingston.

There are thirteen counties in Ireland from which no
contributions to this Fund have been received.
D2
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BALLINTUBBER CASTLE, COUNTY ROSCOMMON.
By THE RIGHT HON. THE 0'CONOR DON, P.C., D.L., M.R.I.A., FeLrow.

Asour ten miles north-west from Roscommon, and four miles east from
Castlerea, stands the old castle of Ballintubber, close to the little village
of the same name. °‘ Ballintubber Bride,”” or Ballintubber of Bridget
(as it is almost uniformly called in the Irish Annmals), takes its name
from a well or spring, which, although not strictly regarded as a sacred
or holy well, was, nevertheless, dedicated to St. Bridget. From a very
early period, after the Anglo-Norman invasion of Ireland, Ballintubber
became the chief seat of the O’Conors of Connaught, and the first
foundation of the castle is supposed to have been laid in the reign of
King John. TUnfortunately no record remains to show the exact date at
which its construction was commenced, nor is there any historical refe-
rence to it until the year a.p. 1311, when the death of a certain man
named Grindelaeh is recorded as having occurred there. That the castle
was erected before 1815 is certain, as we learn from the Annals of Loch
C¢ that in that year it was taken by one of the O’Conors, who was at
war with the reigning King Felim.

The late learned Dr. John O’Donovan, in his translation of the Annals
of the Four Masters, in a note upon Ballintubber, refers to the castle in
the following terms!:—‘ The ruins of O’Conor Don’s extensive castle
are still to be seen here, in tolerable preservation. It was a square
bawne, defended at each of the four angles by a tower of considerable
strength and size. The number of rooms in the four towers was about
sixteen, and some of them were of good size. The north-west tower was
rebuilt in A.p. 1627, as appears from a stone in the wall exhibiting that
date. The other three towers were, according to tradition, built as early
as the reign of King John. St. Bridget’s well, from which the place
took its name, is yet in existence here, but not regarded as a holy
well.”

According to a description, written at the beginning of this century,?
the plan of the castle consisted of a quadrangular enclosure 270 feet in
length and 237 feet in breadth, defended by strong towers at each angle,
and by two others, one at each side of the grand entrance, which opened
upon an esplanade at the end of the ridge towards the east. The whole
was surrounded by a broad fosse. On the south, and to the east, the
fosse was constructed to retain water, and even to the present day on
the former side it accomplishes this purpose, and enough of water still
remains to show the object of its construction. On the two opposite sides
the ditches, deep, broad, and cut into the rock, are at present quite dry;
but, as they lie below the level of the water, these also could on an
occasion be flooded. There appears to have been once a drawbridge,
from the postern gate opening out on the crest of the ridge.

The grand towers, which are all polygonal, bear from without a

} Annals of the Four Masters, p. 1311,
? Weld’s *“ Statistical Survey of County Roscommon.”
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strong resemblance to some of those of Carnarvon castle in Wales. No
one tower, it is true, is comparable to the eagle tower of Carnarvon ;
nevertheless the south-west tower at Ballintubber is a fine piece of archi-
tecture, and may be ranked amongst the most imposing remains of
antiquity still to be found in Ireland. There is, however, a want of
symmetry in the comstruction of these towers, no two agreeing in the
number and length of the sides.

The south-west tower presents six faces on the exterior, the north-
west five, the north-east seven, and the south-east six. The sides of the
north-west tower are respectively in length, beginning at the west
curtain, 22ft. 6in.; 9ft. 9in.; 11 ft. 6in.; 114t.; 11 ft. 7 in.

The south-east tower is about 30 feet in breadth, and it and all the
towers were elongated towards the interior of the great court. The
towers, especially the two to the west, had very substantial walls,
through which, in the lower parts, there were loop-holes for defence,
the upper stories being furnished with windows of habitable apartments.
The interior of each has been for a long time in a ruinous state, the two
to the east being completely gutted. In the north-west tower, some
doorways, with lancets and flat-pointed arches, in very pleasing propor-
tion, remain in tolerable preservation; and a fireplace and chimney-
piece, with arms bearing the date 1627, appear on the walls of the third
story, but the floors of the upper storys have altogether disappeared.

The grand portal to the east was protected by towers rounded at the
outer side, but elongated within, like those of Beaumaris castle in Wales.

The curtain walls between the towers were about 5 ft. 8 in. thick at
the height of the great inner court of the castle, but of course much
thicker at the foundatior ; they were provided, as usual, with loop-holes :
flights of steps, which are still passable, led up to the banquette beneath
the parapet.

The great court or area in the interior of the castle, measuring from
wall to wall at the inner side 270 feet in length, from east to west, and
237 feetin breadth, presents an even surface coated with grass. Whether
the present level of the area is the same as it was originally, before the
castle was dismantled, seems to admit of doubt, from the circumstance of
a passage of the great eastern gate appearing considerably below it; but
itis possible that the entrance might have been by a covered way and an
inclined plane which led up to the area; and the sills of the doors at the
entrance of the towers at the angles, being nearly on a level with the
areas, rather lead to the opinion that the difference of height has never
been very considerable between the past and present time.

The traces of demolition at Ballintubber are very evident. There, as
in other ruins, pillagers came for stones, as to a common quarry, and, in
the first instance, generally selected those that were squared and chiselled.

The plan of the castle, as shown in the annexed drawing, is not so
regular as might be supposed from the foregoing description. It was
not strictly rectangular, the enclosure being wider and longer in some
places than others. Nevertheless, the description above given fairly
represents the ruins even to the present day, although time and the
hands of pillagers have reduced the eastern towers to fragments of walls
scarcely 80 feet high, and the great north-western tower is so picked out
and injured at its base, as to be in danger of destruction at any moment.

From the earliest date at which any reference is made to it in history
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until its destruction as a habitable residence, after the ecivil war of 1641,
Ballintubber castle appears to have been in the possession of the O’Conors,
and their chief seat. In 1315, according to the ¢ Annals of Lough C¢,”
Roderick O’Conor, a member of the warlike sept of Clann Murtough,
taking advantage of the absence of Felim O’Conor, then king of Con-
naught, *assembled the men of Connaught and Brefni, and numerous
gallowglasses along with them, and proceeded right into the middle of
the ¢Suil-Murray’ and of Connaught, and burned the street town of
Sligo, and Ath-chath, in Chorainn, and the great castle of Cill Colman,
and Bailetobair-Brighde, and Dun Iamdhain, with its castles, and Ros-
common and Rinn Duin, and the town of Athluain, together with all the
houses that were in every route through which he passed.”

‘When the O’Conors divided into two clans, about the year a.p.
1385, under their respective leaders, O’Conor Don and O’Conor Roe, the
castle of Ballintubber became the property of the former.

Between this time and the year 1500 the castle underwent many
sieges, was often partially destroyed, sometimes burned, then restored,
and was constantly an object for contention between the rival chiefs.
Thus in 1409 it was taken for a time by Mac William Burke; in 1435
O0’Kelly and 0’Conor Roe * burned the bawne ”’ ; and in 1468 Felim Finn
0’Conor Roe also burned it, an outrage which was repeated by his sons
in the year A.n. 1487.

In 1526 the Earl of Kildare—then Governor of Ireland under Henry,
king of England—made an expedition into Connaught, and being joined
by O’Conor Roe, ¢ he took the castles of Ballintubber and Castlerea, and
gave them to O’Conor Roe.” With him they did not long remain in
undisputed possession. After the departure of Lord Kildare, O’Donnell
marched into Connaught, ¢ burned Ballintubber, and obtained his tribute
from O’Conor Roe,” and shortly after the two castles were restored to
their former Lord, O’Conor Don.

In 1527 (in the English State Papers) a reference is made to the castle
of Ballintubber as then belonging to O’Conor Don ; and when that chief-
tain, in 1585, entered into a composition for his estates, and accepted a
patent from the Lord Deputy, Sir John Perrot, ‘the castle, bawne, and
lands of Ballintubber’ are mentioned as forming part of the territory
which he then consented to hold under the English tenure.

Having entered into this composition, and received a patent from the
English Crown, Hugh O’Conor Don set about repairing and restoring the
ancient castle, and, according to an entryin an old Irish MS. in the Ash-
burnham collection, a considerable portion of the present edifice was built
about this period. In the old castle, Hugh O’Conor Don’s father, Der-
mot, died, and was buried in Roscommon, and after his death his son,
who had sworn fealty to the English queen, remained faithful to his
allegiance. This provoked the hostility of another great Irish chieftain,
O’Donnell, who in the year 1598, after having defeated the English
forces under Sir Conyers Clifford, in the battle of the Curliens, marched
right into O’Conor Don’s territory, and placing some large guns, which
he had brought from Spain, on the heights of Ballyfinigan, which over-
look the castle, soon made a breach in its walls, and compelled O’Conor
Don to surrender, and to subscribe to terms of submission which he die-
tated. 'Whether the breaches in the walls caused by O’Donnell’s attack
were ever repaired appears to be doubtful. According to tradition they
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were not ; although the fact that the castle was, during the subsequent
wars, considered so strong that the English commander abstained from
attempting to take it, would point to the opposite conclusion.

After the succession of King James the First to the throne of Eng-
land, Hugh O’Conor Don, who had been meanwhile knighted, surrendered
his lands to the king, and obtained in 1617 a re-grant of all his possessions,
Ballintubber castle and the bawne and town being specially mentioned
in the new patent.

Times of persecution, on account of religion, shortly after followed,
and Ballintubber castle became the chief rendezvous and meeting-place
for the Catholics of the county; and the clergy, hunted from the open
country often assembled in it, to deliberate on the best mode of minister-
ing to the wants of their scattered cougregations. These assemblies were
regarded with suspicion by the English governors of Connaught, and
marked attention was paid to them.

Writing to the Lord Deputy in 1624, the President of Connaught
says :—* Upon Wednesday last there was an assembly of between three
and four score fathers and other priests, at Sir Hugh O’Conor’s, at Ballin-

“tubber, besides divers other gentlemen of the county, every one of these
priests being armed with swords, daggers, and pistols, each of them
having besides two serving men, all armed like their masters. Some of
these priests are divers times at that town. Surely there must needs be
some bad intent in these great meetings. One Donnell M‘Swyne is the
head of them, who comes out of Ulster, a very dangerous man, and vicar-
general over them. He sent to Galway for a barrel of wine, and drank
1t out there amongst his company, and paid for all himself.”

¢ P.S.—Since writing hereof has heard that at this assembly there
was M‘Davye, O’Beirne, and O’Connor Dunn, with their children. This
advertiser requires his name to be kept secret for a while.”

Sir Hugh O’Conor Don here referred to died in 1632, and was suc-
ceeded by his son, Calough or Charles, who had previously resided at
another castle called Knockalaghta, in the same neighbourhood, but who,
on his father’s death, took possession of Ballintubber. There the Catholic
nobility and gentry of the county of Roscommon met in 1641, and drew
up an address to Lord Clanricarde, asking him to take their command, as
they were determined to support the king, Charles I., in the contest
which appeared inevitable between him and the Puritan parliamentary
party. Clanricarde having declined to accede to their proposal, at a
subsequent meeting held again at Ballintubber, the Irish Catholic forces
were organized, and Charles O’Conor Don’s son, Hugh, was appointed a
colonel in one of the regiments.

Subsequently the disastrous civil war broke out. In 1642 a large
force was sent over from England to join Lord Ranelagh, then Lord
President of Connaught, at Athlone. The Irish at this time were
collected in considerable numbers at Ballintubber, and it was determined
to attack them before they had gained any further accession of strength.
Accordingly, in July 1642, the parliamentary forces, under the command
of Lord Ranelagh and Sir Charles Coote, started from Athlone, and marched
to Roscommon, and over the hill of Oran, to Cleaboy. They had scarcely
arrived here when the Irish came out with great speed to meet them,
thus throwing away the advantages which they derived from the posses-
sion of the castle. The Lord President was taken so much aback
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by this bold move that he ordered a retreat, but Sir Charles Coote
and Sir Michael Eardley, who were next in command, refused to obey,
and drew on towards the Irish. A long and bloody battle ensued. The
Irish were but indifferently armed, mainly with pikes, and, notwith-
standing their superiority in numbers, could not hold out against the
steady fire of the English forces. At-length, taken in the flank by a
company of horse, they broke up in disorder, and fled back to the castle.
Thither they were not pursued. Divided eouncils prevailed amongst the
leaders of the victors. The Parliamentary army were not allowed to
follow up their victory, their commander fearing that a large force was
still intrenched in Ballintubber, and thus the fruits of their success were
lost.

Referring to this battle, Borlase, in his history of the Irish rebellion,
relates that “ amongst the dead on the Irish side, a soldier, pulling a
mountero from the head of one of them, there fell down long tresses of
flaxen hair, who, being further searched, was found a woman.”

After the rebellion of 1642, the castle and lands of Ballintubber con-
tinued in the possession of Charles O’Conor Don until 1652, when an Act
was passed allotting the land of Connaught to the Irish whose estates in
other parts of the country were confiscated. For carrying this out the
whole of the land of Connaught was vested in trustees or commissioners,
whose duty it became to inquire into the claims of the different ¢¢ trans-
planted ”’ persons from Munster, Leinster, and other places, and to allot
to them equivalent lands in Connaught. The work of this transplantation
became so heavy that two bodies of commissioners had to be appointed.
One sitting in Athlone, inquired into the claims of the transplanted
persons ; the other sitting in Loughrea, allocated particular lands to those
who had received certificates from the Athlone commissioners. Before
these commissioners even the old proprietors of Connaught had to appear,
and, being treated as ¢‘ transplanted ”’ persons, small portions of their
former estates were, in some instances, granted to them.

Charles O’Conor Don was shut out from making any claim, on
account of the part he had taken in the rebellion; but he died in 1655,
and his widow, Mary O’Conor, appeared before the commissioners,
and by final decree, dated June 1657, five townlands, close to Ballin-
tubber, containing about 700 acres, were allotted to her, the castle
itself and the lands immediately surrounding it being allotted to Lord
Kilmallock, a transplanted person. From Lord Kilmallock they passed to
Lady F. Butler, and were by her transferred to a Mr. Donnellan, who sub-
sequently, for some consideration, restored them to Charles O’Conor Don’s
son, Col. Hugh O’Conor, who returned to Ireland when King Charles II.
was restored to the throne. This Col. Hugh O’Conor Don had served
the king in the Duke of Gloucester’s regiment, in Flanders, and on the
Restoration he and many of his brother officers claimed their former estates.
Their petition, which 1s preserved amongst the records in Birmingham
tower, in Dublin castle, received but veryscant attention. The claims of the
Adventurers, and officers and soldiers, who had been promised lands under
the king’s father, Charles I., were considered of paramount importance,
and the native Irish Catholics, who had lost everything in the Royal
service, were condemned to wait for years without any recognition of
their loyalty. The Acts known as the Acts of Settlement and Explana-
tion, under which nearly all the land of Ireland was re-settled, were
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passed, and years glided by without any decision being given in Col.
Hugh O’Conor’s case. Before the decision was arrived at he died.
His son Hugh succeeded to his claims, and at length, in 1677, seventeen
years after the ‘‘ Restoration” of King Charles, by a certificate dated
4th August, 1677, ‘it was considered adjudged and decreed that the
said Hugh O’Conor shall hold and possess the lands following :—The
castle, bawne, and lands of Ballintubber, alies Rosmeen, Moyne, Ra-
meege, Brackloon, Keily, Ballymagheiher, Lara, and Ross, and some
portion of other townlands, in all about 1,100 acres.”

By this decree the old castle reverted to the possession of the
O’Conors, and Hugh O’Conor’s title was again recognized by the courts
of the country. Shortly after the issuing of this decree Hugh O’Conor
died, unmarried, having first mortgaged the lands for £1300 to one
Terence Dermot, a Dublin merchant. This Dermot was Lord Mayor of
Dublin in the year in which was fought the battle of the Boyne. A
staunch Jacobite, he was knighted by King James, and was subsequently
attainted of treason under King William, and all his property forfeited
and sold by the commissioners for the sale of forfeited estates, in 1701.
The mortgage on the Ballintubber estate was sold at the same time, and
purchased by Col. Thomas Burke, of Portumna, who had married the
widow of the Earl of Clanricarde. The reversionary interest in his
estate passed, on the death of Hugh O’Conor, to her uncle, Charles
O’Conor, who was connected by marriage with the Burkes, and who
died in Burke’s house, shortly before the sale of Sir Terence Dermot’s
interest in the mortgage. This Charles 0’Conor was the last of the
0’Conors who resided in Ballintubber, and, probably, when he left it, the
castle ceased to be inhabited, and began to fall into ruins. After Charles
0’Conor’s death, what purported to be a deed executed by him, assigning
the equity of redemption in the mortgage to Col. Burke for the sum of
£200, was produced by the latter, and as the next heir in the O’Conor
family was a papist, under the ban of the existing penal laws, Burke
became possessed both of the mortgage and the reversion. With his
family the castle and the estates remained in undisturbed possession until
1786. In that year Alexander O’Conor, of Clonalis, one of the repre-
sentatives of the Ballintubber family, attempted to gain possession of
the property by force. Having collected a number of his retainers, he
proceeded to Ballintubber, and in virtue of a will made by Col. Hugh
O’Conor, the brother of Charles, who, as was alleged, without any legal
right, had passed the estate to Burke, claimed the lands, and demanded
from the tenants a recognition of his claim as the rightful owner. The
tenants readily acknowledged him as their landlord, and for a brief
period he held possession of the castle and the estates.

This attempt of Alexander O’Conor to recover the Ballintubber
estates caused great alarm in the county of Roscommon. It was repre-
sented as the commencement of a general endeavour on the part of the
descendants of the ancient Irish to recover the lands held by their
ancestors, and it was comsidered of so much importance that it was
brought before the Irish House of Commons, and the government were
called upon to take immediate steps to suppress what was regarded as an
incipient rebellion. Alexander O’Conor received no countenance or
support from his elder brother, O’Conor Don, of Clonalis, nor from any
other members of the O’Conor family, and in a brief period his mad
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enterprise was put an end to by the interposition of the forces of the
Crown.

Shortly after, in 1789, a private Act of Parliament was passed, en-
abling the trustees of the Burke estate to dispose of the property, and
under this Act, on the 27th October, 1790, the castle and estates were
publicly sold, and were purchased for the sum of £3507 15s. 6d. by Mr.
Maurice Mahon of Strokestown House. 'With his family they have since
remained, his descendant, Mr. Pakenham Mahon, of Strokestown, being
the present owner.

BarzintueBer Castre, Co. Roscommon.

The following are the heights in feet and inches of the walls as they
exist at present :—

N.W. Tower, : 5 G 49 feet 6 inches.
Top of Chimney of Tower, § 6310 G e
‘Western Wall, o ] 1 25111 OFRES
S.W. Tower, . 5 : 3 oSty MOEEIS
B RN el -y
NeoEotiss : : : : 255 b B
Eastern Wall, . 3 ; : 1) R (UL 1
Northern ,, . ; 3 : DG ML QRS
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Ground Plan of Ballintubber Castle.
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NOTICES OF THE MANOR OF ST. SEPULCHRE, DUBLIN,
IN THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY.

By JAMES MILLS, MEMBER.
[Read Janvuary, 1889.]

Avpsorvixe the Liberties of the city of Dublin, and approaching at ome
point to within a few yards of the southern walls of the ancient city, was
the Archbishop’s chief manor of St. Sepulchre. The manor house or
palace adjoined St. Patrick’s Cathedral, the building being now occupied as
the station of the city mounted police. The seneschal of the manor exer-
cised his jurisdiction until half a century ago over a district represented
nearly by the portions of the parishes of St. Peter (including the former
parish of St. Kevin), and St. Nicholas, outside the boundaries of the city
Liberties. The district had probably been originally an Irish suburb of
the Danish city ; for here, almost alone in the neighbourhood of Dublin,
do we find the churches dedicated to Irish saints—St. Kevin, St. Patrick,
and, perhaps, St. Brigid. If this were so, the documents now submitted
show that, like the city, the population of St. Sepulchre’s had by the
14th century become thoroughly Norman and English. Though early
an important suburb, and long a component part of the city, and deserving
increased attention from its independent government, which sometimes
brought it into conflict with the city authorities, the manor of St.
Sepulchre has secured but the briefest notice from the historians of
Dublin. I venture now to bring before you two notices of this manor,
both of the 14th century, and containing an unusual amount of interesting
detail.

One is preserved in the archives of St. Patrick’s. This I have had
access to by the goodness of the Dean, through the kind introduction of
Rev. Professor Stokes, whose wide research makes him keen to appreciate
the value of such material for history. This document is a rental of the
manor made in the fifth year of Richard II. (1382), by the seneschal,
Thomas Tanner, assisted by a jury of twelve of the leading tenants. It
is not an original, but a copy made for Archbishop Alan in 1531. It
forms a roll of parchment consisting of two membranes stitched together,
and written on both sides in a good Chancery hand. There are nume-
rous interlined and marginal notes, most of them apparently in the hand of
the Archbishop, not a few authenticated by his autograph monogram.
Many of these, written with a fine stroke not suited to the rather coarse
surface of the parchment, are now obliterated. A very full abstract of
this document 1s appended.

The other document referred to is an inquisition or extent of the manor
taken before the sheriff in the 19th year of Edward II. (1326). Alexander
de Biknor was at this time Archbishop. He was at the same time
Treasurer of Ireland, and having been held responsible for a defalcation
connected with the revenue, the possessions of the Sce appear to have
been seized by the Crown. The extent was in effect’ taken to supply
an inventory of the property before placing it in the hands of the royal
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custodian, This document is appended in full. It will be referred to as
¢“the extent,” the former as ¢ the rental.”

The information contained in these two documents is of a varied
character. To begin with the Archbishop’s manor house, we have in the
Extent a description of it as found in 1326. Thisis very different from
what we should expect in a chief residence of so powerful a prelate in
feudal times, thus—¢ The jurors say on their oath that there are at St.
Sepulchre a stone hall badly roofed with shingles and weak, a chamber
annexed to the said hall, a kitchen, a chapel badly roofed, valued at
nothing, because nothing can be received from them, but they need much
repair. And there was there a certain prison, now broken and thrown to
the ground.” The ruined state of the house® was, perhaps, mainly owing
to the frequent absence of the Archbishop, who, during the ten years he
had held the See, had been occupied for the most part in England and
France.

Adjoining the manor-house was a suburban district, including Patrick-
street, Kevin-street, and New-street. The Rental supplies the names of
the tenants of these in 1382, in many cases the names of the previous
tenants, and the respective rents. Some of these temants held several
tenements, and therefore probably sublet to unnamed occupiers, but in
most instances, each tenant is set down for a single holding, and thus we
have the material for a tolerably complete directory of these streets 500
years ago. We may reasonably assume these holdings to be house plots,
as they bear a fair proportion to the number of existing houses. Thus the
Rental gives 85 holdings in Patrick-street, as against 83 in the present
Directory (although parts of the street were not in possession of the
Archbishop). New-street in Rental has more than 41, as against 71 now.
‘We find, too, in one case the note “‘rent when built, 6s. 84., now 2s. 64.,”
implying that the street holdings were understood to be houses. The
names of tenants are almost all English. After one name, that of Wm.
Begge, in New-street, is added as something exceptional ¢ Hibernicus.”
Though outside the city jurisdiction several of the tenants were intimately
connected with it ; thus Peter Woder had been Mayor of the city in 1367 ;
John Passavaunt, in 1369-71, and again in 1387 ; and Roger Kylmore,
bailiff in 1379. One John Sexten, who held of the Archbishop no fewer
than 19 of the houses in Patrick-street, was no doubt that John Sexten,
or John the sexton, who some years before (in 1362), as we learn from
the Annals, had been in some way the cause of the burning of St. Patrick’s
Cathedral. A large proportion of the names still survive in the city.
We find in our Rental—Ashbourne, Walshe, Tanner, Carpenter, Sexten,
Brown, Blakebourne, Rowe, Neill, Begge, Dermot, Brownynge, Wessely,
North, Giffard, Alexander, &c.

The first entry in the Rental is one which strongly marks the different
aspect of the district at the time. This is a mill in Patrick-street, worked
by the Poddle stream, not, as now, an underground sewer, but an open
brook flowing beside Patrick-street, passing the west front of the
Cathedral. Thence it flowed northward into the city foss, on the outer
side of which were several other mills, these latter being within the juris-

* It may have been injured in the general firing of the suburbs during Bruce’s

in\_msit()in. Some of the Annalists note that St. Patrick’s Church adjoining was then
injured.
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diction of the city. Against{raudulent millersand bakers the city laws (to
be found in ¢ Historical and Municipal Documents,” edited by Mr. Gilbert),
directed their most unmerciful enactments. This mill, with its accom-
panying bakery, standing within a few yards of the city gate, yet beyond
the reach of its legal powers, must have been a thorn in the side of the
civic authorities. The difficulty of dealing with bakers living on the
Axchbishop’s land had already led to complaints to the King, and a special
arrangement, by which the Archbishop’s bailiff should be present at any
trial of them (*‘ Historical and Municipal Documents,” pp. 78, 82). The
Rental mentions that this mill had been let by indenture, and we find the
deed itself entered in the Liber NViger Alani 1t was leased for 60 years
to John Pasvaun, citizen of Dublin, 45 Edward III. It is described as
‘“the place of a mill formerly called Shyreclap, in St. Patrick’s-street,
Dublin, now almost prostrate;’’ the tenant to rebuild at his own expense.
A right of way is permitted for those going to the mill by a certain
bridge over the water-course beside the mill on the south side, as was
anciently accustomed. The lessee also got the custody of the mill-pond,
stone bridge, and ¢ flodrates”” (flood-gates ?) of the water-course. ~This
mill was in existence until the seventeenth century. Another mill is
mentioned in Kevin-street, and was in the hands of the Prior of Holy
Trinity. It was probably at the western extremity of the street, across
which the east branch of the Poddle flowed. One or other of these
mills was no doubt older than the Norman invasion, as a charter of
Prince John confirms to the Archbishop the lands of St. Kevin, with
the mall. :

‘We may now turn to the rural district belonging to the manor. It
extended from Kevin-street and New-street southward to Dundrum, and
from the road to Donnybrook and Milltown, on the east, to the bounds of
Rathfarnham parish, and following these to near Crumlin.

The lands here may be classed under four heads according to the
relations of the occupiers to the Archbishop. Thus: 1, Lands worked
directly for the Archbishop ; 2, Lands occupied by his serfs; 3, Lands
let to small free occupiers ; and, 4, Lands held in larger holdings, or by
non-resident tenants.

1. Of the first we have an example in the subordinate manor of Colon,
which formed the corps of the Archbishop’s prebend in St. Patrick’s
Cathedral. The name is still preserved in the suburb of Cullenswood.
This at the time of the Extent seems to have been used as a home farm of
the Archbishop. The house was, in 1326, described as ¢ a hall with
stone walls now prostrate, a chamber for the Archbishop with a chapel
annexed to the chamber, roofed with shingles; also there were a kitchen
formed of wood, a grange, stable, and granary, covered with boards, now
totally prostrate to the ground.” The ruin of this house, as of that of
St. Sepulchre, is perhaps attributable to the lawless times of Bruce’s
invasion, followed by a period when the Archbishop was for the most part
non-resident. Of the demesne arable lands 50 acres were sown with
wheat and 48 with oats, while 68 lay fallow. The meadows were in
separate patches, called Broad mead, the meadow of St. Thomas, Strif

! Liber Niger of Archbishop Alan, p. 343. In referring to this valuable Register ?f
the See of Dublin throughout this Paper, the pages of the copy preserved in Marsh’s
Library are given.
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mede, Crook mede, Schenbalimore. St. Thomas meadow lay near the
high road, and was destroyed by the carriers. The pasture was value-
less for want of stock, which it was probably thought useless to pro-
vide, as ¢ the greater part of the pasture is near malefactors.”
There were here also 66 acres of wood (the original Cullenswood), but
wholly devastated, and nothing to be had from it either by sale of under-
wood (for the city fuel), or for pasture ; perhaps in the unsettled state of
the country the citizens and neighbours had helped themselves. These
demesne lands were probably tilled by hired labour, as we know was the
case a few years later in the neighbouring manor of Clonkeyn, where
harvest labourers received 1d. a-day, and ploughmen, &ec., permanently
employed, had 5s. a-year, with allowances of corn, &c.?

2. Of the next class we have examples in the lands of Boly major and
Boly minor—the former apparently the modern townland of Farranboley,
south of Milltown; the latter probably nearer the mountains, but its
exact position, perhaps, cannot be ascertained. It baffled even Archbishop
Alan 350 years ago, as we learn from his note on the Rental. Both these
lands are described as lands of Betagii. These Betagii® were the Irish
cottiers whose ancestors, no doubt, had cultivated the same lands suc-
cessively under Irish, Danish, and Norman lords. They thus represented
the nativi of feudal language, and were treated by the Normans as serfs
bound to the soil. In a deed quoted in Harris’s Ware the word Betagii
is used as an equivalent of nafiwi; and Hardiman quotes an act of
Edward III. which directs that the service of the Betaghes to their lords
is to be as in England with respect to villains.* The Extent affords us
some hints as to the causes of their disappearance here. The Betagii at
Boly major had been completely destroyed by malefactors. These male-
factors, Archbishop Alan tells us, were the families of Harold, Walsh,
Archbold, 0’Toole, and O’Byrne. 40 acres of their lands remained un-
occupied, while the remaining 21 acres had been let to newly-introduced
free tenants. At Boly minor five Betagii occupied its 60 acres of land.
They paid 64. an acre in time of peace, but in time of war nothing,
because of the neighbourhood of the malefactors. They were also bound
to work for their landlord ; but these works could not be claimed, because
they dared not remain in the marches by night. Boly major is not
named in the rental ; but Boly minor had then passed into the hand of a
single tenant, who paid but 11s. a-year, little more than a third of what
was expected from the Betagii. By the time of Archbishop Alan, in
the beginning of the 16th century, the Archbishop’s serfs in this manor
were extinet. We learn this, negatively, from a short entry in the Arch-
bishop’s Liber Niger, giving particulars of the few who still remained on
the Archbishop’s manors.

! In 1316, ten years previously, a party of the 0'Tooles occupied Cullenswood, and
advanced from it against the city itself.—‘‘ Annals in Chartularies of St. Mary’s
Abbey,” 11. 297.

% ¢¢ 20th Report, D. K. of Records, Ireland,”’ pp. 78-9.

. 3 The word Betagius, Englished Betagh, is identified by Hardiman with the Irish
Biatach, ¢a victualler.,” 1t is, no doubt, connected with Biatha, the food rent rendered
by the servile Irish tenants to the Irish chiefs (see O’Curry, Manners and Customs,
1., p. 472, note). Cox connects the word with the Irish Bothach, ¢ a cottier.””

4 ¢ Statute of Kilkenny,” I. 4. §., p. 5.

5 Lib. Nig. Alani, p. 899.
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3. The lands of the third class, occupied by free tenants of small hold-
ings, include Newland, 58 acres, 5 tenants-at-will ; Ardinatanoke, 22 acres
8 free tenants; Thanahy (Taney), 80 acres, certain English and Trish
tenants, besides 40 acres and 4 cottages unoccupied for want of tenants.
The two former near the city, about the Circular-road, extending from
New-street, in the direction of Portobello, were held at rents of 164. and
2s. an acre ; Taney at 34.

4. Of the lands held by larger proprietors the chief example is the
Rath, held in 1326 by Gilbert de Menes, and 1382 by William Menes, or
Meones. Colon, which at the earlier date was in the Archbishop’s own
hands, had, at the later, been farmed to Richard Chamberlayne at 10
marks a-year, and the same person had got possession of the lands
formerly occupied by the small tenants at Taney. The remaining lands
at Taney were held by John Locumbe; and that part known also as
Dundrum by William Fitz William, whose representative, Lord Pem-
broke, is still the proprietor. 'We have a description of the style of
residence suited to occupiers of this class, in a lease of the part of Taney
held by Locumbe, made a few years later (in 1414) by the Archbishop to
Tho. Locum, subject to the condition that he should within four years
build, at his own expense, a sufficient stone house, walled and battle-
mented. The house to be 18 feet in hreadth by 26 in length within the
walls, and 40 feet in height (ZLiber Niger Alani, p. 258).

RenTs.—As above pointed out, the rents of the Betagii in the two places
where they are mentioned were 6d. an acre, in addition to certain unre-
corded services due to the landlord. The rents of free tenants were in
general also about 6d., as among the farmers at Colon. They were 84. at
Paas and Stoneway, about Haroldscross. Approaching the city the rent
rose to 204. and even 2s. an acre, while further off, at Taney, it sank to
8d.! In addition to this rent these tenants were obliged to render suit of
court, to attend and assist at the sittings of the manor court. With refe-
rence to these rents it may be observed that the acre here used was pro-
bably considerably larger than the statute, or even the Irish plantation
acre. The term was used both in England and Ireland for measures
differing according to local custom. If we can trust the Rental and
Extent as giving a fairly complete acreage of the district, we may set it
down at about 1150 acres. The same district, as nearly as we can trace

on the Ordnance map, contains about 2850 statute acres, almost exactly
2 : 5. Thus the acre in use was probably about 2% statute acres.? Very
few of the 14th century denominations admit of direct comparison with

! Hallam says that 64. an acre seems to be about the average rent for arable land
in the thirteenth century in England, though meadow was at double and treble
that sum.—2Middle Ages, 11. 363 (Ed. 1878).

2 Spelman says that until shortly before his time the Irish used an acre equal to
three English acres.—Glossary, under ‘“ Acra.”” (See also Fiants of Elizabeth, ¢“ 16th
Report D. K. of Records, Ireland,’” p. 210.) A still larger acre, containing four
standard acres, was used in other parts of Ireland.—Ibid., p. 274. At the dissolution
of the monasteries, however, we find the lands of St. Mary’s Abbey, Dublin, measured
by a perch of 24 feet, ‘“‘according to the custom of the country.” A perch of similar
length was in use in Shropshire (Jacob’s Law Dictionary), and in Montgomery
(Spelman). This would give 2} statute acres nearly as the walue of the acre used
about Dublin.
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the modern townlands; but the townland of Farranboley exhibits almost
exactly this proportion to the acreage of Boley major.

Tre Rare.—In this name we find the earlier stages in the develop-
ment of the name of the well-known suburb, Rathmines. In the margin
of the Rental it is written, as in older documents, Rath, but over it is
inserted ‘“ Mean.” In a deed (Lb. Vig. Alani, p. 462) a few years later
than this Rental (22nd Ric. I1.), William Meones styles himself lord of
Meonesrath. In later documents the forms Menrath, Meanrath, and
Menesrath are found down to the 16th century. In a deed, dated 1611,
quoted in Dalton’s County Dublin, it is called Meynsrath, alias Rathmines,
and thenceforward the latter inverted form has prevailed. The name of the
adjoining district of Bagotrath had a similar history. It, too, was at
first known as ‘“ Rath,” or ¢ The Rath,” and the family name of its 14th
century owner was prefixed for distinction. Rathmines could only have
been acquired by the Meones family shortly before the time of the Extent,
as in the same reign (Edw. IL.) we find Richard de Welton confirmed in
possession of the Rath. The family of Meones appear to have come to
Ireland in the train of John de Derlington, Archbishop of Dublin, 1279-84.
The first of the name we find here was William de Menes, who, in 1284,
was one of the executors of that prelate. This William, about 1296,
became Chamberlain of the Exchequer, and two or three years later one
of the Barons of that Court. He was probably a cleric, and the same
who, as William de Munes, priest, excommunicated Adam, prior of Christ
Church,! and as William de Moenes, Canon of 8. Patrick’s, was, in 1805,
appointed collector of ecclesiastical tenths. His connection with the
Archbishop may have given him a footing on the See estate, though, as
pointed out above, the Rath does not seem to have come into the hands of
the family until some years later. Amnother of the family (Robert) took
a prominent place in the city, was bailiff in 18312, and mayor in 1319.
John Moenes was mayor in 1331, 1385, and 1337. Gilbert de Meones,
named in the Extent, was son of Geoffrey, who appears to have been a
brother of the William already mentioned. In 1357 he was made custos
of the peace to protect the marches or frontier at the Leinster (that is the
south) side of Dublin, with power to muster the men for defence of the
Marches. He had previously been constable of the castles of Arklow,
and of Newecastle, county Wicklow. Later, Nicholas Mecones was a
Justice of the King’s Bench. A few others of the name occur on the
Patent Rolls and elsewhere during the 14th century. At its close, and
for some years early in the 15th century, a John Meones and his son
Robert held the manor of Greenoge in Meath. After that the name is
not met, at least in the published calendars. The name was probably
derived from the manor of Menes or Meones in Hampshire,? part of the
church lands of Winchester (Cal. Rot. Pat. Eng. Edw. IIL., p. 114)

A copy of the Extent and an abstract of the Rental follow.

1¢¢ 90th Rep. D. K. of Records, Ireland,” p. 64. Most of the subsequent notes
about the family of Meones are from the Cal. Rot. Pat. Ireland, published by the
Irish Record Commissioners.

% A Nich. de Menes was, in 1207, one of the pledges for the Sheriff of Hamp-
shire.—Rot. de Oblatis in Tur. Lond., p. 447.
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EXTENT'!®

Hewricus* Dei gratia Rex Anglie? et ffrancie et Dominus Hibernie,
Bt Omnibus ad quos presentes litere pervenerint, salu-
Azl tem. Inspeximus quandam Extentam Manerii de Sancto

st ... . Sepulero, coram Johanne le Bret nuper vice-

« « . . hujus Inquisitionis . . 5 %
fuit non sede vacante . , . comite Comitatus Dublin, per breve domini
ﬁeglsggﬁiﬁfgggieyﬁcgiﬁff Regis Edwardi* filii Regis Edwardi, anno regni
tra, dum esset Alexanderin Sui decimo nono, extra Scaccarium ejusdem
gfgcs‘r’otffﬁ;‘;if‘gg‘fcg;&e; nuper domini Regis missum, apud Dublin fac-

tam in hec verba:

Extenta Manerii de Sancto Sepulcro, facta apud Dublin xiiij* die
Marcii anno regni Regis Edwardi filii Regis Edwardi xixe, per sub-
scriptos, viz. Gilbertum de Meones, Willelmum Chamberleyne senio-
rem, Meilonem Chiuere, Willelmum Chamberleyne juniorem, Willelmum
‘Woodwarde, Roger Neelle, Johannem Ronwe, Johannem Kynaye,
Willelmum Rossell, Richardum Hopere, Stephanum Bourgont, Ricardum
Colchestre, Lucam filium Miles, Thomam Deyere, Walterum Wraby,
Robertum Bercarium, Willelmum Brugge, Willelmum Tol, Willelmum
Geffrey seniorem, Willelmum Geffrey juniorem, Willelmum Vitriarium.

Qui Jurati dicunt super sacramentum suum, quod sunt apud Sanctum
Sepulerum, una aula lapidea cindulis male co-
operta et debilis, una camera annexa ad dictam
aulam, una coquina, una capella male cooperta, que ad nullum precium

: 2 extendunt quia nichil inde percipi poterit, sed

In isto Manerio acre 1042, + - - . 6
3 stangna & dimidium; sed indigent correctione magma. Et fuit ibidem
ejus appretiatio ad 351iiij d. gquedam prisona que modo fracta et prostrata
1529 emendata per Alanum ad terram.
e epcopim. Et dicunt quod fuit apud Coloniam una aula
: cum muris lapideis que modo prostrata est, et
est ibidem una camera pro Archiepiscopo, cum una capella dicte camere
anncxa, que cindulis cooperiuntur, quas ad nullum precium extendunt,
quia nichil inde percipi potest. Et erant ibidem una coquina de lignis
¢ constructa, una grangea, unum stabulum et
hif‘;}f;‘;? gPrcbenda nostra  ynym  granarium, boordis cooperta, que modo
totaliter prostrata sunt usque ad terram.

Et dicunt quod sunt apud Coloniam in una sesona hoc anno 1 acre
terre arrabilis in dominico sub carucis seminatis cum frumento, unde
extendunt quamlibet acram per annum ad iiid. Summa xiis. vid. Et

Palatium describitur.

1 From Liber Niger of Archbishop Alan, pp. 97-9, original numeration; pp. 83-5,
later pagination ; pp. 226-9, in copy in Marsh’s Library. That copy does not contain
the marginal notes attributed to Archbishop Alan. The more interesting of these are
inserted above in the side margin. r

2 Anglie = Angliae. The Ietter ¢ is used throughout this document as the equiva-
lent of the diphthong @ of classical Latin.

3 A: is put here to represent the monogram of Archb. Alan.

4 King Edward II.

4TH SER., VOL. IX. E
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sunt ibidem in alia sesona xlviii acre terre arrabilis hoc anno seminate
cum avena sub carucis, unde extendunt quamlibet acram per annum ad iii
denarios. Summa 12s. Et dicunt quod sunt ibidem de eisdem dominicis
in alia sesona de warrecta ¥ 1xviii acre sub carucis,
unde extendunt quamlibet acram per annum ad i
denarium. Summa vs. viiid. Et ad non plus,
quia terra nimis usitata et debilis. Et sunt ibidem de eisdem dominicis
in manu firmariorum iiii™ acre,’ quas extendunt per annum ad xIs.,

*ffalowe.

Hodie dividuntur; xiie= acre
biphariam & nostre sex acre
(bishop mede) extra portam
hic novi strati; alia duo prata
sequencia jacent in extremis,
et secundum sub ac supra
est etiam juxta Mychys &
Donabrok fines terminos seu
extremitates prout vidi; ter-
tium autem jacet inter Meen
Raith & Colyn.

* Ubi jacet Buklers acre.
viijd,

videlicet acra per annum ad sex denarios. Et
sunt ibidem apud Brodemede x acre prati, quarum
extendunt quamlibet acram per annum ad iiiid.
Summa iiis. iiiid. Xt sunt ibidem in prato
Sancti Thome sex acre prati, quas extendunt per
annum ad sex denarios, quia prope Regiam viam*
et destructe sunt per cariatores. Et sunt tres
acre et dimidium in Strifmede, que jacent war-
recte,? quas extendunt per annum ad vii denarios.
Et sunt apud Croke mede una acra et dimidium
prati, quas extendunt per annum ad iii denarios.

Et sunt apud Schenbalimore duo acre® prati, quas extendunt per annum

iiil denarios.

Et sunt apud Coloniam xvi acre pasture, quas extendunt

per annum ad xvi denarios, et ad non plus propter defectum animalium,

et major pars pasture est prope malefactores.

Et sunt ibidem lxvi acre

bosei, quas ad nullum precium extendunt, neque in pastura allocanda,
nec in venditione subbosei, quia totaliter devastantur.*
Etsunt apud Boly major® tres tenentes firmarii, qui tenent terram

Talbot hodie tenens & an-
tiquitus dicitur Bolytown.

betagiorum ibidem, viz : xxi acras et unum stang-
num terre, unde extendunt quamlibet acram per
annum ad sex denarios tempore pacis, set tempore

1 Four score acres.
3 duas acras in Ms.

2 warrectam in Ms.

4 The following undated valuation of the Manor of Cullen is contained on the last
extant leaf of the original Liber Niger Alani :—

Sunt in dominicis de Colonia xii*x vi acre terre arrabilis per estimacionem, quarum

*alias hodie bisshopsmede.

Dos_ prebende mnostre de
Colonia

acra et dimidium in Crokedmede, que valent per annum iiis. ;

guod non est dos vicarii,
sed remotius jacet, etiam ex
altera parte.

Hanc capitulum sancti
Patricii_aliquandiu_occupa-
vit, sed ultimus Willelmus
archiepiscopus mitro restitui
fecit.

5 For notes as to the
below.

ilijx= et xii acre jacent in campo vocato Shanbalymore, et
in campo vocato Balymaregan et Barlycroft lxxiiii acre.
Item sunt ibidem xxii acre prati, et quarum quinque acre
jacent in Campo Sancti Thome,* quarum quelibet acra
valet per annum iis. ; et iii acre & dimidium in Sigenes-
mede, quarum quelibet acra valet per annum iis.; et una
i et novem acre et
dimidium in le Oldhagard et Brodemede, quarum quelibet
acra valet per annum iis.; et ii acre et dimidium in
diversis particulis, que valent per annum vs. Sunt ibidem
xvi acre pasture, quarum quelibet acra valet per annum
xiid. Item fosse et alia pertinentia valent per annum iiijs.
Boscus ibidem tenet 1xvi acras, que extendunt ad xx s. per
annum, cum diversis parcis. Item est unum gardinum juxta
ecclesiam sancti Kevini, quevalet perannum dimidium marce.
position of this and following lands, see under the Rental
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guerre ad nullum precium extendunt. Ft dicunt quod sunt ibidem xli

Haroldes.
Walschmen.
Archboldes.
O Toilleis.
O Brynnis.
Garrets.

Malefactores

acre et tres stangna terre, quas betagii tenere
solebant, et modo vaste quia dicti betagii de-
structi sunt per malefactores, et ideo dictam
terram ad nullum precium extendunt neque in
pastura nec alio modo.

Et dicunt quod sunt apud Boly minor quinque

betagii, qui tenent ibidem Ix acras terre, unde extendunt quamlibet
acram per annum ad vid. tempore pacis, set tempore guerre ad nullum

Aqua de Doder . .. .
. . . creditur hodie
. ultra ly Macre

Hic videtur origo manerii
Sancti Sepulcri, ad distincte
loquendum ultra prebendam
Colonie, acrarum 474.

precium dictam terram extendunt quia prope
malefactores. Opera eorundem ad nullum pre-
cium extendunt per annum quia in Marchia et
non sunt ausi ibidem morari per noctem.

Et dicunt quod sunt apud le Newelande quin-
que tementes, qui tenent ibidem lviii acras ad
voluntatem domini, unde extendunt quamlibet
acram per annum ad xvi*™ dcnarios.

Et sunt quidam tenentes tam Anglici quam Hibernici apud Thanahy

Ubi inveniemus 1xiii apud
Drumdrom infra grandiam
Sancte Marie & Tawney
vocatas tharchbishop lands
rofecto in duobus rentali-
us sed . . . hic.

et le Milton, qui tenent iiii** acras terre ibidem,
unde extendunt quamlibet acram per annum ad
iii denarios tempore pacis, et tempore guerre
nichil. Et sunt ibidem x1 acre terre waste et
inculte pro defectu temencium, quas ad nullum
precium extendunt quia nichil inde percipi potest.

Et dicunt quod fuerunt ibidem quatuor cottagii, qui modo jacent vaste
pro defectu tenencium, ideo ad nullum precium extendunt.

Alias hodie Stokken retro
ecclesiam Sancti Kevini.

Et sunt apud Ardinatanoke octo liberi? tenen-
tes, Thomas Hattyngleye, Hugo Silvestre, Walte-
rus Naungle, Elena filynte, Robertus Roue,

Thomas Dyere,* Walterus Bayarde, et Robertus Attegate, qui tenent xxii
acras et 1 stangnum, et reddunt® inde per annum pro qualibet acra iis.
Et quilibet eorum faciet sectam curie. Et dicunt quod Thomas Dyere
tenet de eadem terra duas acras, dimidium, et unum stangnum, de eadem
terra, reddendo pro qualibet acra per annum iis., cum secta curic. Et
sunt tres liberi! tenentes viz.: Hugo Silvestre, Walterus Orloger, Johannes
Kyneghe, qui tenent quatuor acras i stangnum et dimidium extra portam

de Novo Vico.

Et reddunt inde per annum pro qualibet acra iis.

Et

quilibet eorum faciet sectam curie.

Forte acre 31 pro viiid.
acra; sed quere infra, folio
138 utroque _latere. Et cave
inibi ne decipiaris.

Ecce Stonywey; est du-

plex; nam alias decipiaris
omnino . . .

inde per annum xxiis. viiid.

curie.

Prior Sancti Johannis extra Novam Portam
Dublin tenet quandam pasturam juxta Tyere-
newere continentem* xxvi acras, et reddit inde
per annum xxs. viii denarios.

Et Gilbertus Menes, Thomas Hattyngleye et
Reginaldus de Barnevale tenent xxxiiii acras
terre arabilis apud le Stonyweye, et reddunt?®
Et quilibet eorum faciet sectam

1 Libere in Ms.

2 In 1326 Thomas Dyere was Keeper of the Works of the King’s Castle (Lib. Mun.

Hib.).
3 Reddit in Ms.

4 Continens in Ms.
E2
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Ft Thomas Hattyngleye et Hugo Silvestre de vico Sancti Patricii

. . . Paas etiam est duplex,
scilicet altera .. ... campus
Sancti Patricii: notato ... .
Rentale unde viii d. pro qua-
libet acra.

Colonia, et reddunt?
sectam curie.

tenent xxxii acras unum stangnum apud le Paas,
et reddunt inde per annum xxis. vid. Et qui-
libet eorum faciet sectam curie.
Et Hugo Brugge! [et] Thomas de Hattyng-
leye tenent xxii acras terre penes Boscum de
inde per annum xiiiis., et quilibet eorum faciet

Et Adam de Bertynges tenet v**? acras terre apud Tanehye, et red-

Ecce Raith & Farcaghe
. . ..mini & jacet dictus
Farcagh juxta Tawney & ter-
ras Haket, ut supra ante
taxam fo: a principio s, 1.
iido,
*filius Galfridi (& Will . .).
Ubi Manerium & est . ...
jacens juxta Dodir unde xx
acre in Fercagh juxta Taw-
ney, ac Londonland juxta
Cullen, & habet tres partes:
signato, Verumtamen 5 hec
secte vastant omnia viz. Har-
roldes, Walchmen, Arch-
boldes, O Bryn and Otolls;
notato ..... mementote mel
Alan tam hec sudoribus suis
adinvenit.

Patricii, qui tenent domos et quedam tenementa sua.

dit inde per annum xxxiiis. quatuor denarios,
et sectam curie.

Et Gilbertus * de Menes tenet viii™™* acras
terre apud le Rathe et frythiay, et reddit inde
per annum xliiii s., cum secta curie.

Et sunt quidam tenentes infra muros civitatis
Dublin, qui tenent xi seldas, et reddunt ? inde per
annum xxiii s., sine secta curie.

Burgenses de Novo Vico reddere solebant pro
burgagiis suis per annum lviis. vid. Et quilibet
eorum solebat facere sectam. Kt modo non red-
dunt nisi xxxiis. viiid., quia residunm de Bur-
gagiis predictis jacent vasta.s

Et sunt quidam Burgenses in vico Sancti
Et solebant inde

reddere per annum xlvs. iid. Et quilibet eorum faciet sectam ecurie.
Ft modo nmon reddunt nisi xxxvis. iid., quia dicunt quod tenementa

residua jacent vasta.

Burgenses de vico Sancti Keyviny reddunt per annum pro domibus
et tenementis suis xxxviiis. xid. Et quilibet eorum solebat facere

sectam curie.

..... molendini Sancti
Thome quod vocatur ly
Woodemylle (juxta ejus
boscum).

Et prior Sancte Trinitatis Dublin tenet unum
molendinum, quod vocatur le Wodemylle, et red-
dit inde.per annum i marcam ad Pascham, et i
marcam ad festum Nativitatis Sancti Johannis
Baptiste, et unam marcam ad festum Sancti

Michaelis, et 1 marcam ad festum Natalis Domini.

Nicholas de Suxterby® tenet i molendinum quod vocatur Schyte-
clappe, et reddit inde per annum Ixxs.

Et sciendum est quod omnes predicti tenentes reddunt redditus suos,
videlicet medietatem ad Pascham, et aliam medietatem ad festum Samncti
Michaelis, preter redditus molendini de le Wodemylle.

1 In a Deed in Lib. Nig, Al (p. 259), dealing with part of these lands, this name

is wrilten Burg.
2 Reddit in Ms.
3 Five score, or 100.
4 Eight score, or 160.

5 The Annalists say that the suburbs of Dublin were, in 1316, burned for defensive

purposes during Bruce’s invasion.

diminished rental here.

This fact may account for the waste burgages and

6 Nich. de Suyterby was afterwards a Justice of the Court of Common

Bench.
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Et dicunt quod est apud Sanctum Sepulerum
etAaxgldt szﬁ?:t:‘grgeg;l;;‘i‘: guoddam Curtilagium cum gardino, que exten-
it unt per annum ad xii d. tam in herbagio quam

. in fructu. Item unum gardinum juxta Ecclesiam
en { gzra‘:“;(‘)"; e Sancti Kevini, quod extendunt per annum tam in
herbagio quam in fructu ad iiis.
Et est quoddam gardinum apud Coloniam, quod ad nichil extendunt
herbagium inde per annum, quia nichil inde percipi potest.
Piscaria aque de Aneleffye extendunt per annum ad vs. Tolbolle
servicie! de Novo Vico extendunt per annum ad xs. Placita et pre-
quisita curie et nundinarum ibidem extendunt ad xiiis. iiiid.

(Zo be continued.)

1 Tolboll cervisiae—a custom paid by brewers of ale. In the city of Dublin this
custom amounted to a gallon and a-half from every brew, and belonged, by Charter,
to the Abbey of St. Thomas.—See Miscellany, Irish Arch. Soc., pp. 34 and 43.
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THE PRIORY AND CASTLE AT RATHMULLEN.
By tee REV. NARCISSUS G. BATT, M.A.

AccorpiNg to the ¢ Amnnals of the Four Masters,” Rath maolain (.e.
¢ Mullen’s rath ) is a town founded on the shore of Lough Swilly, in
Donegal, by Mac Sweeny, of Fanat, hereditary marshal to the lords of
Tirconnell. It is noted in Irish history as the place where Hugh Roe
O’Donnell was captured in 1587, and as that whence, in 1607, the Earls
O’Neill and O’Donnell departed at the termination of the long struggle of
the TUlster Celts against Queen Elizabeth and James I. Of ancient
remains, there is in the neighbourhood a large cromlech at Drumbhallagh
(““hill of the wild boar””) called the ¢ giant’s grave,” and which has two
sepulchral chambers. There are some fragments of two other cromlechs
in the same direction, and at Laharden a singular artificial cavern, which
may have been a store-house, or hiding-place; also a circular fort of
stone on a hill-top at Miskin, The ruin of the old parish church
at Hillygarvan (i.e. “‘rough land’), about a mile to the north-east of
the village, may be of any date, its rude architecture having no parti-
cular features. The ¢ Register” states that it had been long deserted in
1706, when Bishop Pooley of Raphoe consecrated the chapel of Mr.
Knox’s residence, to be used, by his permission, for parochial purposes.
The present church of St. Columba was consecrated, in 1814, by Lord
J. G. Beresford, then bishop, and its new chancel, in 1887, by the present
Bishop of Derry and Raphoe. The picturesque, ivy-clad ruin by the sea,
so conspicuous in every view of Rathmullen, consists of two distinct
buildings, erected at an interval of nearly two hundred years. The
eastern portion is the more ancient, being the tower and chancel of a
religious house founded in the fifteenth century. The western part is a
castellated mansion, built by Bishop Andrew Knox as his family residence
in the seventeenth century. The estate of Rathmullen is called, in old
documents, Phearan brocher (i.e. ¢ Friar's Land’). It was the abode
of one of the three chiefs of the Mac Sweeny clan. He was distinguished
from the others as M‘Swine Fanat, from his lordship of Fanad or Fanet,
the territory between Lough Swilly and the land-locked bay of Mulroy.

¢ The Four Masters”” mention the destruction, in 1516, of the castle
of this M‘Swine, in a civil war between O’Neill and O’Donnell ; for it
must not be supposed that peace and order reigned in Ulster before the
English began to interfere. The chief himself, who is highly commended
for his valour and liberality, died in the following year. The ¢ Chronicle”
next mentions that, in 1529, Conal Oge, lord of Fanat for one year, died,
after having put on the habit of the Order of the Virgin Mary—that is,
the White Friars at Rathmullen.

Respecting the foundation of this priory, we are only told by Archdall
that it was established in the fifteenth century by one of the M‘Swines.

The Mendicant Orders were very populsr in Ireland, and not without
reason, as they were the chief religious teachers of the Celtic Irish.
Many houses were founded for them in Donegal, as also in other parts of
Ireland. Kilmacrenan and Killydonnell, within a few miles of Rath-
mullen, were Franciscan convents; but this one at Rathmullen was
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Carmclite, and theresore dedicated, like all their churches, to the Blessed
Virgin.

Its prosperity was of short duration. ¢ The Four Masters” proceed
to chronicle, under the year 1595: ¢ The monastery of Rathmullen was
plundered by young George Bingham, son of the Governor of Connaught,
with a ship’s erew from Sligo, who carried away its books, vestments,
chalices, and other property. They went on to Tory Island to deal in
like manner with the abbey of St. Columkill.” This was during the
war between Queen Elizabeth and Hugh Roe O’Donnell, when Tirconnell
was treated as an enemy’s country by the English authorities. George
Bingham was murdered soon after, as ‘The Four Masters” do not
forget to record with much complacency. The remains of the Carmelite
Priory are of plain but good Irish pointed architecture of the period,
more like the French Flamboyant than the English Perpendicular. The
remainder of the ruins belong to the mansion built by Bishop Knox, and
need not long detain us. (This prelate was, according to Bishop Keith,
of the Ranfurly family, and translated from the Scotch See of the Isles
to Raphoe in 1622 ; the date over the door of his castle here is, however,
1618.) He purchased the estate from M‘Swine—first the manor of
Rathmullen, and then other lands to the north. Finding the deserted
and dilapidated convent on his new property, he resolved to convert it
into a dwelling-house. This was a very common process in those days,
as in Italy now. The Bishop preserved the tower and chancel of the
Priory for religious uses, as his domestic chapel, and it afterwards, as
we have seen, became parochial, when the Knox family withdrew to
Prehen, near Derry, acquired by marriage by them in the last century.

It is a popular error at Rathmullen to call Bishop Knox's manor-
house ““ M‘Swine’s castle,” for that, as we have seen, was destroyed in
1516. No traces of it now exist. It may possibly have stood on the
hill west of the Priory, as vaults and foundations have been found in that
direction. The vault in the old castle is the burial-place of the Batt
family.
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HISTORY OF ENNIS ABBEY, CO. CLARE, 1240-1693.
By THOMAS J. WESTROPP, M.A., MEMBER.
[Read Janvary, 1889.]

As our Monasticons usually break off with the nominal dissolution of an
abbey, although most survived that event a century and a half, I purpose
tracing the history of Ennis Abbey, one of those hardy institutions which
statesmen and magistrates vainly strove to kill during the seventeenth
century.

Inr{he year 1240, Donough Cairbreac O’Brien reigned over the little
state of Thomond, and he, like his father, the great Donaldmore, King of
Limerick, being an ardent churchman and founder of abbeys, determined
on establishing the Franciscan monks near his palace of Clonroad, and,
laying aside three years’ taxes,! commenced a monastery of great beauty
in the marshy meadows near the Fergus at a bend of the river where
clustered the huts of the little village of Innis, and whence the house got
its name, Manister Innsi Cluain Ramhfodha. It seems to have been com-
pleted by 1241, the year of its founder’s death, but Cairbreac was laid in
the Dominican Abbey which he had founded in Limerick, where his
epitaph long remained.

“Here lies Lord Donogh Carbreigh O’Brien, a valiant leader in arms, Prince of
Thomond, made a knight by the King of England, who caused to be built the Church
of the Friars of the Order of Preachers, who died on the 8th day of the month of
March, A.p. 1241, on whose soul may the Lord have mercy. Amen.?

1306. After sixty years, Ennis Abbey was enlarged and repaired by
Turlough O’Brien. He had it whitewashed, and gave rich furniture, plate
and vestments ; he also filled the great east window, with its slender
mullions and lofty lancets, with rich coloured glass ¢ painted with blue.”?®
Henceforth it succeeded Limerick as the burial-place of the Princes of
Thomond and their mausoleum of polished stone existed in the chapel of
St. Michael® in the reign of Charles I. It was commenced by Morina,
daughter of O’Brien and wife of MacMahon, but no certain traces of it can
now be found. In this year it and its Abbot are taxed in the Diocese of
Killaloe, the Abbot is called the ¢ Custod de Thom#.””* It also had a grant
of one year’s revenue of Thomond, and Cumheadha more MacNamara was
buried there.?

About 1314, the sacristy and refectory (probably the great vaulted
room north of the chancel) was built by the blind Maccon MacNamara,
who was buried in the abbey in a monk’s dress, and I may here briefly
enumerate the most noteworthy men buried within its walls :—

1306. Cumheadha McNamara; 1313, Dermot O’Brien, in the dress
of the Order ; 1354, Moriertagh, son of Theodorick, Prince of Thomond ;
1350, Therlough, son of Prince Donough O’Brien ; 1864, Prince Dermot ;
1370, Prince Mahon O’Brien, called Mahon Maonmaige.

1 Wadding, Annales Minorum, vol. iii.—Annals of the Four Masters.

? ¢ Qalendar,” quoted by Lenihan—History of Limerick, p. 647.

3 ¢ Annals of Innisfallen.”’ 4 ¢ (al. of State Papers, Ireland,” pp. 300, &e.

5 ¢ Annals’’ quoted in Dutton’s Statistical Survey, 1808.—Collcctanea de Rebus
DMonasticis, MSS. T.C.D., F. 1. 16.
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Nor was the monastery unknown to foreign princes, for Pope Clement
granted several indulgences to it in 1350, nd in 1875, Edward I1L., by
a license dated August 22nd, allowed its mounks to enter English territory
to collect alms, and allowed onc of its Friars, Michael Currydanny, to
leave the kingdom and study at Argentine, in Almania.! The convent
was occupied, about this time, by 350 monks, and its schools attended by
600 scholars, some even from the Continent.?

The same strange scarcity of records appears during the fifteenth
century in the history of Ennis, as in the case of nearly all our abbeys. One
legend and one fact alone remain. The pious Wadding® relates how, in
1440, Friar Fergallis O'Trean, an Ennis monk of very holy life, con-
verted Prince Cornelius by his fervent exhortations, the more easily as
the Prince was mortally wounded, and had led a most evil life. The
penitent died during the most ghostly counsels of the monk, and O’ Trean,
falling on his knees, spent 24 hours in tears and prayers; and long before
the news could have reached him a holy hermit at Lismore announced
that Cornelius was dead and rescued from the fiend by O’Trean’s prayers.
The Earl, it is said, verified the first part of the statecment, and believed
the other.

‘We may, however, place more faith in the record of the Four Masters,
that in 1467 Terence O’Brien, Bishop of Killaloe, was murdered at Ennis
by O’Brien of the fleet.*

The year 1523, the abbey witnessed another magnificent funeral, for
Teige O’Brien had fallen in battle against the Earl of Ormond at Cashel,
and was brought to Innish.*

But the old regime was coming to an end : Conor, Prince of Thomond,
wrote from Clonroad, 1536, to submit to Henry VIII. Conor was
succeeded by his usurping brother Murrogh, who surrendered his
princely title, and became the first Earl of Thomond. The change was
effected with little disturbance. Murrogh got leave of his superiors of
the Order of St. Francis to reform Ennis Abbey,® and all promised to go
on as before under English tutelage, when, the very next year, an order
was issued dissolving the Irish abbeys, and among the rest that of Ennis.

Although dissolved it was safe under the protection of Murrogh, the
first Earl and last Prince of Thomond. Dr. Neylane, in 1543, petitioned
for the Franciscan Abbey of Innish, in reward for his labours in bringing
O’Brien to submission, but he only obtained his grant in 1577. The
riots consequent on the surrender of Murrogh, and those in which his
successor and nephew fell, raged round its walls, nevertheless the monks
were unmolested, and the reform of the observance took place in Ennis
Abbey in 15502 Twenty years later, as the Four Masters tell, a stirring
scene arose out of a session held in its walls. Teige MacMurrogh
O’Brien, the first sheriff of Clare, placed food and liquors in B_Iamster
Insi for the use of the President, who proclaimed a court and arrived on
the feast of St. Bridget. Barl Conor was at Clare Castle, whither the
President sent soldiers to escort him to Ennis; unfortunately the Earl
was tempted to try and capture his uncle, who, with a fraction of his
followers, escaped to the President, and, the Earl pursuing, Fitton and

1 Quoted in Archdall’s Monasticon. 2 M¢Curtin.
3 dnnales Minorum, vol. iii., p. 574. 4 Annals of Ulster.
5 Lenihan, History of Limerick, p. 92 ; and Annals of the Four Masters.
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his refugees took flight, being pursued as far as Gort (Gort Innsi Guaire).
Fitton, in his wrath, ordered the Earl of Ormond (O’Brien’s kinsman) to
avenge the insult, but the intended avenger mediated, and Thomond,
after surrendering his castles, got alarmed and fled to France till he
obtained an interview with Queen Elizabeth, and got her pardon.!? Even-
tually the county was joined to Connaught, and Sir Richard Bingham
expelled the monks and turned the abbey into a courthouse,® and in
October, 1578, Elizabeth granted it and Quin Abbey to the Earl of
Thomond.*

The celebrated settlement of estates in Clare was made, in 1584, by
Sir John Perrot and the local gentry in this Abbey,! probably in the fine
vaulted room, still extant, to the north of the chancel, and in 1599, when
O’Donnell (to avenge the sack of Grianon Aileach four centuries before)
ravaged Clare and took Ennis, the citizens again found safety within its
friendly walls.? It was the last school of Roman Catholic theology that
survived the dissolution in Ireland, and it received students even from
France and Spain.? In 1601 sixteen persons who had taken part in
O’Donnell’s rising were tried in the abbey and executed, and the vene-
rated code of Brehon Laws formally abolished in 1606. Ennis was
incorporated in 1612 [ Cal. State Papers]. All the corporation were English
or Dutch. The abbey under their rule became a courthouse; the monks
were scattered or died of old age; one alone remained. Bruodinus,
himself a Clare man, tells the simple touching story of his life. Friar
Dermot Bruodin (of the Mount Calary family) entered Ennis Monastery,
studied in Spain, and while there, hearing of the fallen state of his
Church in Ireland, was moved to zeal for the cause. Disdaining all con-
cealment, he landed at Scattery, and thence, in a friar’s dress, traversed
all Clare. After a thousand hairs’-breadth escapes he was captured by
some soldiers, while preaching from a mound to a large multitude, and
being brought to Limerick answered so boldly, that his captors tied his
hands behind his back and hung him up by them. After enduring this
horrid torture for some time he was fortunately rescued by the Earl of
Thomond, who persuaded the English that he was mad, which his rash-
ness predisposed them to believe; the Earl continued his protection, so
that, when all the monks were expelled, Bruodin and his servant were
suffered to remain, and there he died, August 9th, 1617,° and with him
the first period of the abbey ends.

In 1615 the abbey had been adapted as a parish church by the regal
visitors, Ennis being the assize town, and the parishioners of Doora,
Dromcliff, and Kilmaley forced to use it, their semi-ruinous churches
being closed. ¢ This church is fairly built and adorned by ye Right
Honble the Earle of Thomond.”®

In 1621, William Donegan, or Dongan, was granted the unoccupied
buildings described as ¢ the house of the junior brothers, called Grey
Friars of Innish, with one church, belfry, graveyard, mill, salmon and

Y Anmals of the Four Masters. % ¢ Calendar of State Papers, Ireland,” 1577.

3 Wadding, dnnales Minorum, vol. iii., p. 574.

4 Grants in ¢ Calendar of State Papers, Ireland,’”” under respective years.

® Bruodinus, quoted by O’Reilly.—‘‘ Memorials of those who suffered for the
Catholic religion.”

¢ Dwyer, Diocese of Killaloe, p. 130.
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eel weir, two messuages with stone walls, and two cottages in the village
with lands at Clonroad,””!

The monks had returned before 1628, and brought no unnecessary
attention on themselves.® The civil war raged around them; but we
hear nothing of Ennis. Secarcely, however, had Limerick fallen in 1651
when a war of extermination was waged against the wretched monks.
Many must have perished unrecorded. My limited search has, doubtless,
missed many more; but the following may be noted:—Eugene 0’Cahane
(Keane) had entered Ennis Abbey, 1628. After founding the large and
important college at Quin Abbey, he was made guardian of Ennis, and
being taken prisoner on Mount Luochren was therc hanged. Thaddaeus
Creagh was hanged and his body barbarously mangled. The Rev.
Denis Nelan, priest of Kilraghtis, joined the Observantines of Ennis,
and was educated in France. Returning to Clare, 1642, he was
arrested in the house of his relative, Lawrence MacInerheny, brought to
Inchicronan Castle, and called on to adopt the puritan doctrine. He replied
that he desired to die for his faith, which he was not going to desert in
his old age, hearing which the soldiers straightway hanged him. Thady
Carighy, another Ennis monk, met the same fate,* and the abbey was
defaced by the Cromwellian soldiers.?

The monks crept back in the reign of Charles II., and strange fo say,
in their day of poverty and danger, did what their protected and wealthier
predecessors failed to do, established a daughter monastery; Maurice
0’Connell granted them the site at Roosca, an out-of-the-way place near
Dysert Odea. The prior was Flan Brady, and the buildings were erected,
1663. Three years later Col. Gore, of Clonroad Castle, examined Mor-
togh O’Griffa, one of the monks, and suppressed the cell December 21st,
1666 (Historical Memoirs of the O’Briens);® but he did nothing against
the Mother Abbey in sight of his very windows. In 1675, Morogh, Earl
of Inchiquin (probably remembering, with remorse, the monks roasted
alive by him at Cashel and elsewhere), left £20 ‘to the Franciscan
Fryers of Innis, in the county of Clare, 27th October, 1673 (will at Dublin).
Thomas Dyneley sketched the abbey in 1681. At that time the transept
only was roofed, and the belfry adorned by a lofty flag-staff. Ten years
later Frangois Allemand says, *“ It is still quite perfect, by favour of the
Earls of Thomond, although the house belonged to a Protestant who was
anxious to sell the material.”” An interesting slab, 1686, tells how
Eugenius Considine repaired his ancestral tomb, ¢ formerly destroyed in
the war of raging Cromwell.” (Cromvelli marte furentis.) However, the
abbey had not long to live. Bishop Ryder of Killaloe records, in 1693,
that the Rev. Patrick Fitzsymons holds the livings of Kilraghtis, Drom-
cliff, a “cure served by him in the abbey there (Ennis) in good repair.”
This restoration to the Protestants ends in monastic history, and their

1 Excerpta de Inquis. Monast. MSS. T.C.D., F. 4. 25, p. 15. Grants in ¢‘ Calendar
of State Papers, Ireland,”” under respective years.

? Wadding, 4nnales Minorum, vol. iii., p. 574.

3 Bruodinus, quoted by O’Reilly.—¢Memorials of those who suffered for the
Catholic religion.”

4 Bruodinus, quoted by O’Reilly (u¢ supra), Liber 1v., cap. 15.

5 Slab in Nave. o

6 Papers quoted by 0’Donoghue, ‘¢ Hist, Mem. O’Briens,”” p. 562.

7 Visitation quoted by Dwyer, Diocese of Killaloe, p. 423.
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removal, since the disestablishment, to a new church has left the fine old
priory to complete neglect and shameful ruin.

The remains, though much damaged, cover a large extent of ground.
They consist of the chancel, lit by graceful lancet windows, the east being
large, lofty, and handsome. A very fine canopied tomb with a plinth,
richly carved with New Testament subjects, commemorates Pierce Creagh,
of Adare and Limerick city, who was transplanted to Dangan, and died
soon after the Restoration.! Opposite it a canopy, only (a modern tomb
having been inserted), beautifully groined, and decorated with foliage
and flowers in very low relief.

The east window of the former Protestant church closcs the eastern
arch of the belfry, under which are some finely carved corbels, and a
beautiful Spanish flamboyant screen in grey marble, in the south recess.
TIts pillars have statuettes of the Virgin and of a saint.

The nave is altered past recognition, but the transept with a small
chapel and four richly traceried windows remains.  In it is the vault of
the Gores of Clonroad. The belfry is modernized, having been twice
struck by lightning since 1780. North of the chancel is a curious room,
covered with a barrel vault, relieved by ribs of plain design supported on
low pillars. The rooms above are small. Here was found one of the sashes
of massive metal turning on pivots, and divided for sixteen small panes of
glass. The late Mrs. Stamer gave it to a neighbouring convent. The
site of the cloister is used for burial ; but all the other buildings are
replaced by modern houses. The whole ruin is overgrown with ivy and
elder, and is much defaced.

There are no very old tombs;? four, of plain slabs, remain in the nave.

¢¢Dermitius mac Considin pro se et suis posteris hunc tumulum fieri fecit Anno
1631 Mors null—parcit Honori—debilis et fortis veniunt ad funera mortis.”’

““ Quisquis eris qui transieris sta perlege plora, sum quod eris fueramque quod es
pro me preces ora. Quod cinis et pulvis et sordida terra . . . (defaced). Orate pro
anima Laurentii O’Hehir de Dromkarhin qui hunc tumulum fieri fecit pro se et suos
(sic) successoribus Anno Dni. 16497’ (? date indistinct).

¢‘Eugenius Considin celebris stips (sic) nominis hujus pro se progue suis hane olim
struxer, at urnam post destructa fuit Caomvelli marte furentis et reparata pio Jacobo

rege secundo Altero ab Eugenio Junior istis pts. ejusdem Hic profunde preces lector.
Mortisque memento Anno Domini, 1686.”

Close to the abbey in Church-street stands an old house, with the
following inscription in raised capitals: —

¢“This House was bilt in the yeare of our Lord God 1658, by John Cruce.”

Another old house, long since demolished, bore this slab3 :—

¢“The house and the front was built and finised by Geoarge Stackpole, mearchant,
in the year Anno Domini, 1687.”

1Tt was made about 1642.

. The Four Masters record the following burials in Ennis Abbey :—1552, Morogh, .
Prince of Thomond ; 1552, his son, Dermot ; 1580, Conor, Earl of Thomond ; 1582,

Teigh O’Brien, ‘“a hero in prowess’’; 1582, Donat O’Brien (executed in Limerick

though under protection) ; 1583, Eveleen, Countess of ‘Thomond, and daughter of
Maurice Fitz David Roche; 1584, Mortagh Garbh O’Brien.
3 Now at Edenvale, near Ennis.
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MISTAKEN IDENTITY AS TO ST. PATRICK’S BIRTH-PLACE.
By tae REV. SYLVESTER MALONE.

Tae first, indeed the sole, independent authority in favour of Alclyde
being the birth-place of St. Patrick is an Irish scholiast of the tenth
century. . In his glosses on Fiacc’s hymn, he states that Nemthor, in
which Patrick is said to have been born, meant Alclyde, and that his
captivity took place in Brittany, whence he and his sister were carried
captives into Ireland. Now the saint himself states, in his Confession,
that he was taken captive near Bonaventabernie, which, according to
the scholiast, must be in or near Brittany; but the Zives of St. Patrick
(1,2, 8, 4, and 6) assure us that he was born in Nemthor, in or near Bona-
ventabernie ; therefore, unless we disregard the testimony both of our
saint and the before-mentioned Lives, the scholiast leads us to the conclu-
sion that Patrick was born in or near Brittany. Yet the same scholiast
glossed Alclyde as a city in northern Britain ; consequently his authority
is worthless as to the birth-place of the saint.

Without pausing to give reasons, I may state here, as my opinion,
that the Nemthor of the reputed Fiacc is as corrupt as the Bonaven
Tabernie of the Confession; that Venta was the substantive element in
both words, but that in one case a part of Venta was attached to the
preceding next word, while, in the other case, it took a supposed ¢ from
the next succeeding word and became Nenthor.

During many centuries a considerable portion of Irish history was
appropriated to Scotland on the grounds that Scotland (in comparatively
modern times) was called Scotia ; and when pressed by the objection that
Ireland and Scotia were convertible terms, Dempster replied that the
mountainous parts of Scotland were called Ireland. A like abuse of the
word Strathclyde is indulged in for the purpose of proving Scotland to
have been the birth-place of St. Patrick. Strathelyde meant originally,
as it probably means now, the mere valley of the Clyde; but the word
had for many ages a far different signification.

The first mention of Strathclyde in connection with the Saint’s
birth-place occurs in the Fourth Life, as given by Colgan. The writer
there states that St. Patrick came of the ancient race of Britons, who
receded before the advance of the Roman arms in Armorica, crossed the
channel, and settled in Strathclyde. The southern part of Wales was
the most convenient and natural place for the fleeing Armoricans to seek
a settlement; and the biographer had more reason for making this place
a part of Strathclyde in the sixth century, than for confounding the
English Channel with the Tuscan Sea. The emigration of the Armoricans
to the country (regione) of Strathclyde, with the confused geography,
supplied the scholiast with grounds for a story which, in reference to a
settlement in the e¢ify of Alclyde, and the counter-emigration of St.
Patrick’s family to Armorica, conflicts with the Zives and the Confession of
the Saint. The kingdom of Strathclyde, called also, from its capital,
Alclyde, on the banks of the Clyde, varied in extent in different ages.
At one time Strathelyde included merely the western portion of Scot-
land, between the rivers Clyde and Tweed; at other times Cumber-
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land, Lancashire, and even Chester in Wales, formed a_part of the
kingdom. There was a period when King Arthur extended his sway
over all the Britons, from South Wales to Alclyde. Eleven of the
battles which he fought and won are said to have taken place either
in or to the north of Lancashire. One of his achievements, before
being raised to the rank of Pendragon, was said to be a march
from his hereditary principality in South Wales to the relief of the
Britons besieged in Alclyde. Parliamentary records have styled this
¢“the Fort of Arthur;” and popular history, ballad, and romance have
represented him as having fallen either in Cornwall, by the banks of
the Severn, or in the North. The kingdom of Alclyde then, in King
Arthur’s time, comprised the sea-board, with Alclyde as capital, from
the Clyde to the extremity of Wales.

Colgan adduces strong reasons for judging that the author of the
Fourth Life of St. Patrick flourished about the end of the sixth century.
He must, therefore, have been acquainted in a general way with the
Strathclyde territory under the sway of Arthur, who is supposed to have
died about the year 542.

An Irish writer referring, at the end of the sixth century, to the
Britons in King Arthur’s kingdom, in contrast to those in Armorica, was
sufficiently exact in ecalling them Britons of Strathclyde. On the other
hand, a writer, such as the scholiast, who, in his scholia betrays a lament-
able ignorance of geography, very probably mistook the Strathclyde of the
sixth for that of the tenth century. In the tenth century Strathclyde, as
the old kingdom, was a thing of the past. Strathclyde, or Alclyde, repre-
sented only the town of Dumbarton or Clydesdale, and the mistake of
Alclyde as a kingdom which had vanished, for Alclyde, its capital which
remained, was quite natural.

The latest of the Zives of S¢. Patrick, as given by Colgan, and which
was written in the twelfth century, closes with a curious entry, stating
that the saint died in the year 493, when Aurelius Ambrosius ruled
Britain, and Forchern ruled all Ireland. I will not stop to inquire if
Ambrose was, as stated by some, uncle to King Arthur, or identical
with Natanleod, who fell, with 5000 Britons, in a charge against the
Saxon Cerdic; but whatever doubt may hang around other circumstances
of his life, he is admitted to have been a prince of South Wales. Ge-
nonwys, daughter of the King of Gwent, Monmouthshire, is represented
as the wife of Gwendaff, son of Ambrosius. But what reason could there
be for connecting the death of St. Patrick with the reign of Ambrosius
and Forchern, save that the latter was prince of his adopted country,
whilst the former was prince of his native country, Wales? Or, if we
suppose that Ambrose, though a native of Wales, was mentioned because
as Guledec or Emperor he ruled over all the Britons of Strathclyde, even
as Forchern is represented to have ruled over all Ircland, then is made
clearly manifest the difference between a Strathclyde Briton and a Briton
of Alclyde.

Several incidentsin the Sizth Life of St. Patrick place in clear relief
his Welsh origin. 'We there learn that the saint, when returning to his
native country from the continent, made some stay in Britain, established
there many religious institutions whilst he repaired those that were in
decay, and that he filled all of them with inmates who had to conform
to rules of strictest discipline. Moreover, the saint foretold, on this occa-
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sion (Colgan, p. 101) the birth of St. David. Now does not this clearly
point to Wales as the country of St. Patrick ? But let us suppose, for a
moment, that he was of and in Caledonia, what interest could a prophecy
on the birth of a Welshman have for its inhabitants? For them the birth
of St. Columba would have had a more practical interest. Besides, the
allusion to monastic institutions and their perfect discipline could not well
be referred to Caledonia, for we know that it was not till after the death
of St. Patrick St. Columba converted the northern Picts, and that what
was done by Ninian for the southern Picts, before the apostolate of St.
Patrick, was undone by contact with pagan Scots and Saxons. Hence
8t. Patrick, in his letter to Coroticus, calls them apostate Picts. This
character of them is endorsed by Joceline, who, in his Life of St. Kenti-
‘gem,‘)states that they fell away and relapsed into paganism (apostasiam
apst).

Again, the Sizth Life of St. Patrick assures us that, in the course of
his mission in Ireland, he went to Britain for labourers in the vincyard,
and that when returning he touched (divertit) at the Isle of Man. Now
we naturally infer that he applied for help to his own country, with
which he was well acquainted—the land of a well-established Christian
community—but that country could not have been the town of Alclyde,
in pagan Caledonia. The writer of the aforesaid Life informs us that,
while procuring spiritual labourers in Britain, thirty of whom he conse-
crated bishops, St. Patrick helped to crush there the Pelagian heresy.
‘We know that Pelagius was a Welshman, and that Germanus came more
than once to Britain—in the year 447, on the last occasion—for the pur-
pose of crushing Pelagianism.

Furthermore, the Saint is represented as turning aside to the Isle of
Man on his return from his native country to Ireland. Now how could
the Saint, if in Caledonia, be said to have turned aside to the Isle of
Man? For all these reasons we are impelled to the belief that Wales
was the birth-place of the Saint.

‘Was it to Caledonia the Irish Church looked for help ? No, certainly ;
for Caledonia was pagan to all intents. The Irish Church turned to Wales.
The leaders of the second race of Irish saints were the two SS. Finians.
Finian of Moville is said to have had at one time under him a thousand
disciples; Finian of Clonard was head of the so-called twelve Irish
apostles. The two Finians went to learn in the schools of St. David,
Gildas, Cadocus, St. Iltut, and St. Dubric. This St. Dubric was conse-
crated by St. Patrick’s own tutor, St. Germanus. In the year 522 he
presided over the synod of Brevi, whose canons were a rule for every
British church in Strathelyde. The Irish Church, after St. Patrick’s
death, looked to Wales for light and help; and from it was mainly
recruited the ¢ Second Order” of saints in the Irish Church. That
Church looked to Caledonia with eyes of compassion ; it sent St. Columba,
who, with the co-operation of Welsh saints, became the apostle of the
pagan Picts of Caledonia.

It may not be out of place to notice here an objection founded on the
dedication of churches. It is said that the presence of a large number of
dedications to St. Patrick in Scotland and their absence elsewhere is very
remarkable ; and that this can be accounted for only on the supposition of
Scotland being the Saint’s birth-place. The objection, if founded on
fact, would not be of much weight ; for colonies of Irish, generation after
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generation, ever since the days of St. Patrick, kept streaming into Scot-
land, even down to the tenth century. In course of time the Scottish or
Irish immigrants outnumbered and defeated the Picts, and gave their
name to Scotland, to which country the Irish brought with them a warm
devotion to their patron saint, and hence the dedications. In Wales,
however, the case was different, for there the people felt comparatively
little more than historical interest in our national saint. The Welsh
were separated from Ireland by a long stretch of heavy sea. Moreover,
the Welsh, ever since the days of St. Patrick, had been engaged in a
ceaseless struggle, till, in the twelfth century, they were subdued. A
due consideration of these circumstances would meet the objection founded
on the statement of the dedications.

But is the objection founded on fact? So far from it that the advo-
cates of a Scottish birth-place for St. Patrick have to admit there were
numerous dedications to him in Wales, but state that they were not
made in honour of the Alclydan Patrick, but of the Welsh Patrick, the
real apostle of Ireland. T accept the admission, but totally dissent from
the theory that underlies it. Bishop Forbes, in his Calendar of Seottish
Saints, and Mr. Skene, in his Introduction to the Dean of Lismore’s book,
are referred to (Loca Patriciana, No. x111.) as proof that Palladius, or a
Welsh Sen Patrick, was the Patricius, that the conversion of Ireland had
gone on under three Patricks before the Alclyde Patrick, and that the
popular devotion is consequently paid to a mythical or spurious Patrick.
A wilder theory could not well be imagined. It is now unnecessary for
my purpose to express a belief, for which I am prepared to give solid
reasons, that no person engaged in the conversion of Ireland, nor any
other for centuries subsequently, except our national saint, bore during
life the name of Patrick: Palladius after death was called Patrick only
by the Irish. But whether there were many Patricks, or only one, it is
sufficient for my purpose to accept the admission that only one was the
real apostle of Ireland. That apostle was Succat, who was called Patri-
cius, the son of Calpurnius,® who was made captive near Bonaventaberniz,
who lived to extreme old age in Ireland,? who, at the end of his life, wrote
the ¢“ Confessio,” and the account of whose life in the old book of Armagh
closes with these words:—¢In the thirteenth year of the Emperor
Theodosius Patrick is sent as bishop, to teach the Scots (Irish), by
Bishop Celestine, Pope of Rome, . . . whose (Patrick’s) teaching all
Ireland believed in, and who baptized almost all Ireland.”

If, then, the real apostle of Ireland is admifted to have been a Welsh-
man, our task is easy; for we are assured that the popular St. Patrick,
Ireland’s national saint, was its real and only apostle.

1 Documenta de 8. Patritio, p. 21, by Rev, E. Hogan, s.J.

2 Ibid., pp. 25, 58, 65.

% Book of Armagh, fol. 16 a,a. I fear there is an error in the figures there given
as to his age.
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A NOTICE OF THE CAREER OF SHANE O’NEILL (SURNAMED
AN DIOMAIS, or “THE PROUD ), PRINCE OF TIROWEN,
1520-1567.

(Continued from page 462, Vol. VIII., Fourth Series.)
By THOMAS O’GORMAN.

Havive assumed the much-coveted title of O’ Neill MMore, Shane at once
commenced to exercise the authority attached to that dignity over the
neighbouring chieftains—MacMahon, Maguire, Maguiness, &e. Com-
plaints were, of course, made to England by those chieftains who so
painfully felt his power, but England was at the time unable to afford
them any aid. For her own protection she was obliged to make over-
tures to the Island Scots—the British Swiss of the day—for assistance,
to enable her to meet Shane, who was threatening the Pale with fire and
sword; and Shane himself made a similar application to them for aid
against the English. The wary Scotsmen amused both parties with fair
promises, while they waited the course of events.

Meantime Sir H. Sidney, who held the office of Lord Justice in the
absence of Sussex, mustered an army, and advanced as far as Dundalk,
with the view of placing the territory of the Pale in a state of defence,
and of offering or appearing to offer battle to the Irish chief should he
put in an appearance. There is little doubt that Sidney had orders to
effect his reduction if possible by quiet means, for on reaching Dundalk,
and hearing that Shane was in the neighbourhood, he sent a messenger
requiring his presence and an explanation of his late acts, particularly
for having taken on himself the title of the O’Neill. Shane excused
himself from the visit on the ground that his wife was in her confine-
ment, but if the Lord Justice would do him the honour to come to him
he would explain everything to his satisfaction.

The fact was that Shane could not trust himself within the English
lines unless at the head of, or surrounded by, his own clansmen, and
Sidney was utterly unable to compel his attendance; he therefore, to
save appearances, accepted the Irish Prinee’s invitation, and not only did
s0, but became godfather to his child. 'Whilst celebrating the festivities
consequent on the birth, Sidney ecalled on Shane for the promised ex-
planation of his conduet, which the latter gave with his natural energy,
showing that his father could not have laid down his Irish dignity to
which he had been elected by the will of his clan, and which he held
only for life, without their consent ; that he (Shane) was duly elected, also
by the clan, as his father’s tanist and successor ; that Ferdorcha, on whom
the English title of Baron had been conferred, was not an 0’Neill at all ;!
that he (Shane) was the next eldest legitimate son of his father, and,

! Ferdorcha is stated to have been the son of Con Baccagh, by the wife of a
blacksmith named Kelly; hence Shane denied that the lad was an O’Neill at all.
Dr. O’Donovan remarks that Hugh, a younger son of this Ferdorcha, became one
of the most potent O’Neills of whom history makes mention.

4TH SER., YOL. IX. F
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consequently, that both by Irish and English law he was his father’s
successor. What excuse he made for ousting his father from his govern-
ment, and for the death of the unfortunate Ferdorcha, does not appear;
but his arguments were accepted, to a certain extent at least, by Sidney,
who said they should be immediatcly laid before the Queen, and so the
pair parted in friendship.

The English Government of the Pale expressed great satisfaction at
this ¢ gossopryke’” of their official with the formidable Irish Prince,
while the eonduct of Sidney in plaeing himself so completely in the
power of Shane, and trusting to his sense of honour, is much to be ad-
mired—the state of society at the time being considered.

During this year death removed another obstacle from the path of
Shane—his father, worn out with troubles and sorrows, passed away,
leaving his son now without question Z%¢ O'Neull More, lording it over
his subchiefs, or wrriaghts—temporizing with the English—to-day their
very humble servant, to-morrow proud and uncertain in his bearing, and
anon watching his hereditary rival, O’Donel, with eyes sharpened by his
unforgotten defeat at Balleeghan. Yet his quiet bearing at this period—
as far as appearances went—was so highly approved of by the English,
that the new Queen (Elizabeth) in her instructions to the Lord Deputy
Sussex (17th July, 1559) directed him to allow Shane to suceeed his
father as he claimed—*‘in title and lands, specially for the preferment
of the person legitimate in blood, and next for that he is thereof in quiet
possession,’’ a very valid reason indeed, but one not much in the interest
of the Baron of Dungannon’s son. Perhaps it was to purchase a con-
tinuance of his quietness that Her Majesty in the same document
directed her deputy to offer Shane any degree of honour not exceeding
the state of an earl.

It must be observed that Her Majesty’s permission was elearly an
infraction of the treaty entered into by her father, Henry VIII., with
Shane’s father (Con Baccagh), which gave the suceession to Ferdorcha
and, of course, to his issue.! The faet, however, proves the fast and
loose style in which the Queen was disposed, or, perhaps, compelled to
deal with this Irish chief, and was of similar character with the hypo-
critical submissions and oaths of Shane himself. Thus we find that the
very next month Shane had given cause for thinking he was ‘‘ enlisting
confederates,”” and the Queen wrote to Sussex, when he again took up
his office of Lord Deputy, to reduce Shane ‘‘by all manner of means,
as well as by force if need be.”

It is not stated what warlike acts arose from the above order, but
before the end of the year Shane had, with his usual ability, patched
up a sort of peace with Sussex, and obtained a pardon for himself and
his soldiers for former disorders, as appears in the Fiants of Queen Eliza-
beth, 26th November, 1559. Afterwards he made a number of proposi-
tions to the Council in Dublin, which the lafter declared eould not be
entertained by them ; however, he was not to be put off with this rebuff,
as we soon find him writing to the Queen herself on the subject, telling

1 It has been thought that had Shane been created Earl of Tyrone, it would have
made him ¢‘civil,”” but such appears to be very doubtful, for he actually had greater
power and a greater hold on the affections of his people, by his Celtic title, than
could have been given him by an English one.
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her that he had lately made a peace with Sussex, at which time he made
certain requests which her Council could not grant, and he stated that if
they were granted him, he would become very quiet, and make his people
equally so, and also do good service to the state. His messenger on
this occasion, as well as frequently afterwards, was his foster brother,
Daniel O’Donelly (an ecclesiastic), in whom he trusted implicitly, but
who, nevertheless, was soon bought over by the crafty statesmen in
London, and he became their pensioner.!

During the early part of the next year, Sir William Fitzwilliams
came over as Deputy to Sussex—a man not likely to aid much in the
pacification of the conntry he was sent to govern. He, however, appears
to have made sundry efforts by letters and messengers to reduce ‘¢ The
O’Neill ” to his ideas of good conduct, but with indifferent effect, for
about this time we hear that Shane had engaged a body of 1,000 or 1,500
Scots or other soldiers in his service, and that he was seeking aid from
the Kings of France and Spain. Strange to say, the latter piece of in-
formation was communicated to the English by the Countess of Tirowen,?
his own mother, who, evidently, had not forgotten her son’s conduct to
ber late husband. The negotiations with the French King appear to
have proceeded very far, and we shall hear of them again.

‘With his newly raised forces, Shane made a foray on the lands of the
Baron of Slane, which were situated within the English Pale, and from
that till the middle of July passed his time fighting with varying success
against the soldiers of the Queen, and sending to her complaints against
her Lord Deputy. Amongst the latter there is one which states that the
Lord Deputy cuts off the heads of such Irishmen as, trusting to his word
and honour, present themselves before him ! 2

About this time we find Shane proposing an alliance, political and
matrimonial, with the Earl of Argyle, whose sister he desired to marry.
Argyle, however, sent a copy of this letter to the English Queen, professing
he would rather serve her than the Irish Prince. Shane was clearly an
admirer of the fair sex, and it is equally certain that he regarded very
lightly the sanctity of the marriage tie, for at the time he made this
proposal to the Earl of Argyle, his lawful wife, the daughter of Calvagh
O’Donel, was still alive.

The Queen, informed of the proceedings of Shane, wrote to her Lord
Deputy Sussex, that as the evil disposition of the former still continued,
he (Sussex) was authorized to take such steps as were necessary for his
subjugation, but as Her Majesty knew the difficulty attending this pro-
ceeding, she directed (as a most important step in it) the restoration of
Barnaby, or Brian, son of the late Baron of Dungannon, as ¢ being ye
heyre in right,” to the late Earl of Tirowen. In this way Shane would
have also an internal enemy to contend with. _

So anxious was the English Queen for the subjugation of her Irish
foe, that in the course of a few days she reiterated her orders to proceed

! The Lord Deputy, writing to Sussex, says:—‘ But I believe so long as that
plain meaning, Dondaugh of his, the Dean, s with your Lordship, he (Shane) will
but brag.”— Ulster Journal of Archeology, 1859, p. 60.

2 Ulster Journal of Archeology, 1859, p. 60. o

3 See ‘“Causes and matters moving my people not to suffer me to come to the
Lord Deputy, &c.—* Carew MSS.,”’ p. 368.

F2
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against Shane, and the Deputy accordingly proclaimed a hosting against
him. O’Reilly and Maguire, animated by selfish motives, joined the
ranks of the English against Shane. O’Donel, too, gathered his forces.
The Scots, under Sorley-Boy, mustered in strength ; but all were alike
disappointed, for Shane was too powerful for the Lord Deputy and his
allies to risk the chances of a battle with him. Sussex accordingly-adopted
a temporizing policy, and about the middle of September sent as his
envoy to the camp of the Irish chief (at Carrick-Bradock) the Earl of
Kildare with certain articles in the interests of peace. Kildare was a
relative of Shane, and his selection as ambassador is proof of the dis-
inclination of Sussex to push matters to extremity. The Earl was
instructed to get the articles sworn to by Shane, but the latter hesitated,
added other articles from his own point of view, and finally desired a
further parley, for which he nominated three friends as his commis-
sioners.

Kildare returned to the Deputy with Shane’s proposals, and Lord
Louth was deputed to meet his commissioners; but eventually this con-
ference also broke up without effecting any tangible result beyond stay-
ing for the moment the effusion of blood. Shane said this failure arose
through the instrumentality of Felim Roe, already mentioned, and his son
Henry, who were his deadly enemies. These parties resided in the town
of Dundalk within the English territory, and he informed Lord Louth
that, till they were expelled, he would come to no terms whatever. His
enmity to them formed a plausible excuse for breaking off negotiations
for peace, and also for the acts of some of his soldiers who, being on the
look out for these O’Neills, in their endeavours to reach them, burned
two or three villages within the Pale, and which act so greatly alarmed
Fitzwilliams that he expressed to London his fears of an invasion of the
Pale.

During these parleys the year 1560 came to an end, and with the early
days of 1561, Shane proposed a visit to the Queen in person. What his
object could be in making this extraordinary proposition is difficult to be un-
derstood. Perhapsthat, having been suddenly converted to peaceable views,
he thought that in a personal interview with the Queen he could better ex-
plain the position which he held in Ireland, his recent acts, and his views
as to the future; and so adjust their differences in a satisfactory manner,
and lay the foundation of a permanent peace. Or it may be that his
proposition was only some subtle piece of statecraft, the purpose of which
has not been unveiled. Shane made his application in the first instance
to Sussex, who not only forwarded his request to the Queen, but seconded
it by an official communication from his Council, praying that Shane might
have permission to do so, and requesting a safe conduct for him under
her own hand. Shane himself soon after wrote to the Queen on the
subject, but she appears to have made some demur to his proposal. How-
ever, on the 2nd February she wrote to the Irish Prince to send over an
agent fully instructed, and possibly she expected he would select for that
office his foster-brother, the Dean of Armagh. He did not, however, send
an agent, but on the 8th February, wrote to the Queen, detailing his
services (we may well wonder in what direction they tended), his election
to the dignity of O’Neill More ; his prosperous Government of his own
counfry, and explaining that the cause of the late conference having
failed was through the interference of Felim Roe and his son. He does
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not forget to call Her Majesty’s attention to the fact that her official (the
Lord Deputy) favoured Ferdorcha, the supposed son of his father—which
was no slight factor in the past turmoils. Then he proceeded to express
himself as most desirous of having an English lady for his wife ; and in order
that she might be near her fellow-countrymen in Dublin Castle, he
claimed the town and lands of Balgriffin in the County Dublin, as the
heir of his father, to whom that property had been originally given, and
he concluded his letter by again requesting permission fo visit her
Majesty.

At this time some military preparations made by Shane, to avenge an
insult offered to him by O’Reilly, attracted the attention of the Anglo-
Irish Council, and appeared to strengthen Fitzwilliam’s opinion as to
* his intentions against the Pale. The cause of Shane’s enmity to O’Reilly
was that the latter—depending upon the effects of his late offers of ser-
vice to England—was emboldened to mortally offend Shane, by making
prisoners of some of his gallowglasses, and  stripping” them (possibly
turning them out naked on the highway), whereupon Shane prepared to
take revenge for the indignity done to himself through his soldiers. The
insult was one a man of Shane’s temper was not likely to put up with
from any person, but more especially from one of his own subchiefs. The
English considered in what manner they could allay the storm that was
gathering against their friend O’Reilly, or (in the language of the day),
how Shane could be expulsed ; but the only course they could devise was
to sign the safe conduct and forward it to him, in the hope of getting him
out of the country. Shane, however, wasnot to be baulked of his revenge;
he sent back word that though very desirous to visit her Majesty, he
could not undertake such a long journey without money, and he was
therefore necessitated to request the loan of some £3000 to enable him
to do so. 'When reporting this new request to London, Fitzwilliam sug-
gested, with some show of reason, that if he got the money he would
most probably rebel outright. Meantime Shane led his forces against
O’Reilly, invaded his country, spread desolation over it, defeated him
in battle, and compelled him to give hostages for his future dutiful con-
duct. Thus O'Reilly’s insult to his lord’s gallowglasses proved a serious
matter both to him and to his people.

Shane did not confine his foray to O’Reilly, but the inhabitants of
the Pale were also made to feel his power, as the Lord Justice Fitz-
williams, states, when writing to the Queen (26th April): In fact, he so
thoroughly confused his English enemies—at one time burning their
towns and villages, then giving fair promises of peace, anon crushing his
home enemies, and again negotiating with the King of Spain—that
Sussex, who had in the meantime returned to the Viceroyalty, saw plainly
that either the Red Hand of Ulster or the Red Cross of St. George must
disappear from Ireland.

To prevent such an untoward event as the latter, Sussex set abqut
forming a combination against the Irish Chief, of all the Scotch and Irish
nobles with whom he had any influence. With this intention letters
were despatched to the Earl of Argyle, to James MacDonel of the Isles,
and to the Anglo-Irish Earls of Ormond and Desmond. O’Donel, the
hereditary foe of O’Neill, was tempted with the offer of an English title
(that of Earl of Tyrconel), and other Irish Chiefs were brought over i a
similar manner. The Queen seconded the efforts of her Lord Deputy by
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issuing orders for the immediate subjugation of Shane, and no time was
lost in proclaiming a general hosting of every available man against the
dreaded O’Neill, whose answer to all this was an incursion into the
territory of the intended Earl of Tyrcomel. By this means the double
purpose was served of showing Shane’s contempt for the efforts of his
enemies,and of amply revenging the defeat given to his forces at Balleeghan.
It appears that the disputes in the O’Donel family, already noted, still
continued, and intestine war (though on a small scale) was in progress.
The son of O’Donel had most of the forces of Tyrconel engaged in be-
sieging the son of his enemy in his residence on Lough Veagh (a cranog
possibly.) O’Donel and his wife, who was Dowager Countess of Argyle,
required to make a journey, but were, owing to the reason above mentioned,
compelled to set out with a very small escort ; indeed, such did not appear
to be required as the chief remained ten miles within the borders of his
own territory. Shane, however, had received notice both of his journey,
and of his unprotected state, and he laid his plans accordingly. On the
14th May the travellers rested at the Abbey of Kill O’Donel, and during
the silence of the night, Shane at the head of a body of horse, swooped
down on the Abbey, and carried off the chief, his wife, and his young son,
as prisoners.!

‘With the chieftain of Tyrconel in his hands, and as a result of the
disordered state of that country from the family feuds mentioned before,
Shane acquired a degree of power in the territory which he held with
such tenacity, that it proved ultimately a-very great cause of his downfall
and death, as will be seen hereafter.

Sussex, although so much engaged at this period in forming alliances
for the destruction of Shane, thonght it necessary to inform the London
Council (amongst other of his evil doings) that the quantity of wine daily
consumed by the Irish prince was enormous ; and it may be possible that
about this same time originated the story of his cooling his fevered blood
after a debauch by burying himself up to the neck in earth—seemingly
a barbarous, or at least a very strange custom. Inasmuch, however, as
that custom is not yet quite extinet—the writer having seen it practised
on the seashore at Tramore, for the cure of rheumatism, may we not ask
if it is certain that Shane used it for the above-mentioned purpose, and
not simply for the cure of some disease ?

1 The Four Masters report this capture under date 1559, but it appears from the
‘¢ Calendar of State Papers’” to have been effected in 1561. It is strange such a
difference of time should occur between the two authorities, its first notice in the
¢ State Papers’’ being under date 30th May, 1561. It is very unlikely that the
English authorities should have been so long kept in the dark by the friends of
0’ Donel, and therefore the date given in the ¢¢State Papers’ has been followed.
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FOLK-LORE.

By tae REV. SAMUEL ARTHUR BRENAN,
Local Seeretary for County Antrim.

In the glens of Antrim the belief in fairies is deeply seated ; but I shall
leave my readers to draw their own conclusions from these wonderful
stories, which were told to me by persons who fully believe in, and testify
to their truth. Some of the narrators asserted that they have actually
seen the wee folk enjoying themselves, and have also entered into conver-
sation with them on various occasions. I cannot but think that there
may have been in olden times a diminutive race that lingered on, and
inhabited mountain glens, souterrains, and caves.

The ancient Irish had a sort of dim belief that there was a country
called Z%r-na-nog, ‘‘ the land of the ever youthful,” also styled ¢‘the land
of the ever living,” Zir-na-mbeo. It was said that fairies inhabited it,
but that mortals were sometimes brought there; fairies were also sup-
posed to live in palaces, in the interior of green hills, sidh (shu). Thorn-
trees, skeagh, skagh, or sceach, was a favourite resort, and under them
lights have been seen, and fairy horsemen exercising their steeds. These
wee folk are said to have been descended from the Dedannans, who were
ever regarded as magicians, Deena-shee, or ¢ the people of the fairy
hills.” They were also called Daoine-sidhe, Macra-sidhe, “fairy caval-
cade;”’ Shiagh-shee, “ fairy host.” These Dedannans were ancient inha-
bitants of this island, and conquered by the Milesians. From these tra-
ditions, it does not appear strange that the peasantry of Ireland should
still hold such a popular superstition. For example, in June 1846, on
Stoney-brae Layde, Thomas McLarty, then aged 14, was herding cows’:
it was a very sultry summer, and the cattle had to be kept in the byre
during the heat of the day. On one occasion, about 3.30 o’clock p.m.,
Tom was driving down the cows to the shore, when the leading cow
came to a standstill ; he looked to see what prevented her going forward,
when he observed a wee woman, about two feet in height, standing in
front. She had placed two stones so as to form a fireplace ; the fire
appeared to be made up of dried cow manure and briers; a frying-pan
was upon the fire, on which was placed what seemed to be bacon. The
woman held a fork and knife with white handles (this was the first time
Tom had seen knives with handles of the colour, and therefore remarked
it as being strange) ; she turned the meat in the frying-pan, and taking
a piece upon the fork, she reached it over to Tom, without uttering a
word, and he said, “I won’t take it.”” Tom then cursed at the cow to
go on, as he wanted to pass her, looking out at the same time for a stone
to throw: on turning suddenly round, he found the woman had disap-
peared, also every trace of where the fire had been. 3

A farmer named Brian McAuley, living at Tievera Fort, was tethering
his horse one evening at the gloaming, when he heard a voice close to
him saying, ‘ Brian, Brian, take back your tether-stick, you are driving
it through me.” :

Robert McMullan, a blacksmith at Tievera, was accosted one day by
a fairy man, who rode up to his forge and asked him to shoe his horse.



60 FOLK-LORE.

McMullan answered that ¢“he was unable to do so, as he only mended
ploughs, and did rough smith’s work.” The fairy replied, ‘it you lend
me tools, I can shoe the horse myself ;”” the smith complied, and the fairy
cut off the legs of his horse, one by one, brought them into the forge and
put on new shoes, fitting the legs again on his steed, and then he rode
off. McMullan, thinking he might accomplish the same plan on an old
horse of his own, did so, and, as may be supposed, failed.

¢¢8. Elroy, or Eligius, a goldsmith in the time of the Faineant Kings
of France, made a throme for Dagobert, and he afterwards became a
Bishop. Legend declares, that when shoeing his horse, he took off the
leg, put on the shoe, and returned the limb to its place.” This story
tallies with the account of the Tievera blacksmith.

A man, living in the island of Rathlin, one evening went to a well
near his house, to get water to boil potatoes. His wife was suffering from
rheumatic pains at the time. When he had placed the pot with the
potatoes on the fire he went out again, and met a party of fairies carry-
ing what he supposed to be a coffin. One of the wee folk, divining what
he was thinking of, spoke about an herb that grew in Bona Margy
church-yard that was good for pains. The man asked the fairy to show
him the place where it grew. ‘¢ Come along with us,” they said, and they
transported him to the place (six miles to the mainland). He gathered
some of the herbs, and was home again in so short a time, that his wife
had not missed him.

Kate M‘Alister (Katie Billy), living at Agolagh, Cruach-na-muck,
related the following, and said she was so frightened by the fairy
apparition, thinking that the good people would carry her off and the
two children, ¢ that it anchored in her mind, she thought it so terrible.”
‘When living with her aunt, Nellie Patten, at Agolagh, forty years ago
(she being then aged about twenty-five), when going one day on an
errand to Knocknacarry, about eleven o’clock in the day, she met a fairy
man on the road, dressed in bottle-green velvet coat, grey stockings, shoes
tied with ribbon, and with a low Quaker-like hat; she wondered very
much who it could be, as she had never seen him before, or met anyone
like him. When she returned home she found this little man, with flaps
in his cheeks, (as she expressed it) sitting on the side of the bed
talking to her aunt : his feet did not touch the floor. ¢ Don’t you know,”
he said, “that Captain Donnell O’Hara built a big house here, and
called it Castle Donne. I was a little fellow at the time, 150 years ago,
herding here with a farmer, named M‘Creeve, <.e., a tree in Irish.
The field above what is now the police barrack, is called Garragh-na-
Creeve, “The Garden with the Tree.” ¢ Where do you live?” said my
aunt, ‘“that you know my name, and all about the neighbourhood ?”
1 just stop on the other side of the river over against you,” he replied,
and when he left shortly after we followed, to see what road he would
take, but he vanished. The place where he said he lived was a brae-side
covered with blackthorns, and situated on the other side of the river
Dun. When the fairy rose up to leave, he put his hand into his pocket,
and drew out two herbs, which the herbalists in the country did not know
were of any value as cures of diseases, viz.: ¢ Glasswort,” or “ Kali,” and
“ Dove’s-foot,” or ‘ Crane’s-bill;”” he held them in his hand, and said
‘¢ they were worth their weight in gold: ” this he repeated twice, placing
his hand in his pocket and producing the herbs each time.
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In the locality where this fairy man said he resided, a farmer named
Charlie M‘Keown one evening met one of the wee folk on the bank of
the river, near the brae, who asked him to build his new house three feet
further to the east, and to face the door to the river, as, if he did not
comply, he would annoy them (the fairies) by walking over them, and
that it would be worse for him if he persisted. M‘Keown replied, ¢ are
you a prophet? ” and he refused the request, upon which the fairy left.
M‘Keown built his house over the mearing, part on another estate, for
which he had to pay rent. Ill luck followed, for he never prospered after
this: he had to sell his farm and emigrate to America.

Michael Laverty told me that about twelve years ago, in the month
of June, for three successive evenings, a little man dressed in grey came
from the direction of the bridge going to Knocknacarry, and came up
nearly to the cross roads, ealling out, ‘¢ Hi, Charlie, Charlie.” On the
third evening, Laverty rushed across his garden in front of the forge to
intercept and catch him if possible, but the fairy was too quick for him.
Laverty once thought he had grasped him, when going over the fence into
M<Gregor’s field, between the mill-race and river, but the fairy vanished.
Several persons who were in the forge on the evenings in question heard
and saw the wee man, who appeared just at the gloaming, but after this
chase he was never seen again. Charles MKeown, when a boy, at
Cushendall fair, was asked for twopence by an ugly wrinkled little man.
Being frightened, he gave the money, and then the fairy told him to keep
a sharp look out as he was going along, and lo! he found a bank note lying
against a Ben-weed.

Malcolm M‘Neill relates the following :—¢¢ When I was about twenty
years of age, a farmer in Layde hired a servant boy, named M‘Alister,
from Tievera. He and a neighbouring herd were in the habit of playing
together on the braes, andthey often came upon duck eggs in strange places,
and they frequently broke the eggs for amusement. One day they found
a woollen string with knots tied at intervals, evidently dropped by some
fairy. M‘Alister was taken suddenly ill from, as was supposed, meddling
with the good folk, and he had to return to his home at Tievera. He grew
worse and worse, all the time dwindling in stature. Malcolm M*Neill,
when going to Ballycastle after this occurred, met Mrs. M‘Alister, with
the boy on her back, and he was shocked to see him so wizened and
dwarfed ; they were then on their way to Scotland.

Tommie M‘Cormick relates, that about sixty years ago the mother of
John M‘Kendry, of Tircor, Cushleake, gave birth one evening to a child;
the place where she lay was a loft over the kitchen fire. Two
neighbouring girls looked after the infant, who was placed in a cradle at
the side of the fire. The girls fell asleep, and when they awoke the
infant had disappeared ; an alarm was raised, and the squealing of an
infant was heard. On going into the byre (which was off the kitchen)
the girls found the infant lying inside the byre on the ground, below the
¢ group-hole.” ;

Dan MKillop (carpenter in Cushendun) relates, that about fifteen
years ago, he and Hugh M‘Kinley, of Knocknacarry, were on their way
home from Ballymena; when they came to Cushendall, they chose the
Layde road, the night being dark and wet. When they got as far as
Patten’s Fall, Dan said to Hugh, ““if we go by the short cut, we shall be
covered with mud, as the lane is very much broken up.” Hugh refused to



62 FOLK-LORE.

take any road but the short one; and when they reached Douglas’s farm-
house the road was so bad that Dan took the front of the house, and Hugh
the rere. When Dan passed the house he looked about him, expecting
to meet Hugh again, he called, but there was no response. He observed,
however, near the braes bright lights, like the gas lamps in alarge town.
He could not imagine what they were, knowing such to be impossible
in that locality ; he also believed he was in a plantation; the branches
of the trees seemed quite close to him, as they swayed backward and
forward. He stood still awhile, considering what course to take, and
on drawing back a little, his heel struck something and he fell: he sat
down, took his beads out of his pocket, and prayed for some time, consider-
ing he was on uncanny ground. He then rose, and fearing lest he might
tumble over the braes (it being so dark), he made for the old road, and
was conveyed by somc unearthly means accross a mountain full of bog-
holes, ditches, and gulleys. He felt no obstacles in his way, the road
sceming to be quite level, and he arrived at Pat Blayney’s house near
the National School, Knocknacarry. Hugh M‘Kinley said that when
leaving Dan he heard a shrill whistle from the braes, which he answered,
but Dan did not hear this. He arrived soon after Dan, coming down at
the back of M‘Ilreevy’s garden at Agolagh, nearly a quarter of a mile from
where Dan M‘Killop had regained the main road.

John M‘Curdy, pensioner and Head Constable R.I.C., informed me
that the following stories were true : about sixty years ago Harry Kane,
Tievera, was roused one night by a sharp knocking at his door; he got
out of bed and opened it. Two fairies appeared, who took him by the
arms, one on each side, and led him to a carriage which they had waiting
near. He was first driven to Red Bay, and shown where a road after-
wards was to be made, through.the arch—which was then thought im-
possible—he was next driven to Cushendall, and shown where the new
road, now called Mill street, was to be made, and he was also pointed
out where the corn mill was to be built, the place then being merely
mire and bog. He exclaimed, ¢ Is it possible that a house could be built
in such a place ?’”’ and with that the enchantment broke, and he found
himself standing outside his own door in his night shirt.

John Campbell, a tailor, who lived in Glengarriffe, worked at his trade
near Cushendall, and one Hallow-eve night, before going home, he pur-
chased some apples in the village, and tied them up in his handkerchief.
It was a stormy wet night, and when he reached Glensmaw he met a
funeral party of wee folk coming towards him. He was so surprised
that he stood on one side to let them pass. When they came up to where
he was they halted, and one said to the other,. ¢ Who will carry the
corpse P The other said, “ Who but Johnnie Campbell.” The coffin was
strapped on his back, and they led him across the country, and going
through a thicket of shrubs his handkerchief was torn, and he lost his
apples. At last they came to an old burying-place, called Kill-na-dere,
¢“the dark burying-place.” One fairy said, ¢ Who will dig the grave ? ”
anotherreplied, ‘“Who but Johnnie Campbell.” They gave him a spade and
shovel, and set him to work, and when the grave was dug they measured
it. One said, *“ Who will goin?” another replied, ‘ Who but Johnnie
Campbell,” and he cried out, ““ Am I to be buried alive after having gone
through so much hardship to night? ” 'When he looked round, the funeral

party had disappeared with the coffin, and he was standing opposite an
open grave.
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John M‘Donnell, Altagore, has what he avers is an enchanted stone,
Shanven, ¢ an old woman :” it has been known for over two hundred
years, and held in great veneration. Tt formerly belonged to a M‘Kay,
who held property in the neighbourhood. He kept it in his garden as long
as he lived. Food was always left on this stone for the Grogan. At the
time of M‘Kay’s death this head or chief fairy, with blue coat, short
pants, and long brown stockings and Highland bonnet, was seen, and
then disappeared. The food given consisted of a piece of oatmeal cake
and butter left on the stone, and this was always eaten during the night.
Once a mason, when building a gate-pier for M‘Kay, took this stone, as
it suited his purpose, and built it into the gate-pier, not knowing it to be -
enchanted ; but in the morning the stone was found to have been removed,
and placed back in the garden. M‘Kay’s property was divided and sold
at his death ; he died from a pestilence that swept off hundreds at that
time, and he was carried on a slide to his grave in Cross-skeen burying
place, which was then first used for burial.

John Quinn, living at Cargan, Glenravel, many years ago, started late
one evening for a nurse, who lived at Tiftarney, to attend his wife who
was ill; but before he got to where the woman lived, he was carried ‘off
by unseen hands to Skerry Rocks, and there he was found lying at day-
break, in a deep crevasse, out of which he had to be drawn up by ropes.
His boots were found at some distance in another crevasse. This is
vouched for by Tom M‘Clarty, now living in Cushendun.
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NOTES AND QUERIES.

Sixcr the article entitled ¢ Sleady Castle and its Tragedy’’ appeared in
the Journal of the Association, I have made inquiries regarding certain
passages in the story, having felt somewhat doubtful of their accuracy ;
and I have ascertained that some rather serious errors occur in it. I am
much indebted for some of these corrections to Colonel Mansfield of Land-
scape, near Clonmel, whose knowledge of county Waterford history and
traditions entitles him to a high literary status, and whose opinion in
reference to the records of any of the old families of the county is worthy
of particular attention.

The author of the “ Story of Sleady Castle,”” assigns to the family of
M‘Grath a position in the county of pre-eminence and wealth which
records do not show them to have possessed. They were not originally a
county Waterford family at all; that is to say, previously to the Anglo-
Norman Invasion in the 12th century. Cambrensis does not mention
them, nor does the name occur in Deeds and Records of the 12th and 18th
centuries, as connected with the above-named county. They were rather,
I think, a clan from the county Tipperary, a branch of which settled in
the county Waterford.

It is stated in Ryland’s ¢ History of Waterford,” that the Augustinian
Abbey at Abbeyside, Dungarvan, was established in the 13th century
(1250) under the protection of the Earl of Desmond. ‘It is said that the
M‘Graths, one of whom is buried here, were the founders of this house,
and that the property attached to the Abbey was given by them and by
the O’Briens of Cummeragh.”

In an Inquisition, post mortem (3rd James I., No. 6), on James Fitz-
Gerald of Dromana, who died in 1581, it is shown that the M‘Graths
and O’Briens held their possessions of the Fitzgeralds, Lords of the
Decies, by rent and service, and it is very doubtful if the M‘Graths held
any lands 4n capife of the Crown.

Secondly, at page 301, the author asserts that the Castle of Cloncos-
coran was built by John, brother of Philip M‘Grath. It is a most
egregious blunder to ascribe the foundation of this ancient castle to so
recent a date as the 17th century. It is beyond dispute that Cloncos-
coran Castle was built centuries previous to that era, and that a M‘Grath
never held an acre of it. The following Inquisition post mortem, on
‘William of London (de Londres), from Sweetman’s ¢ Calendar of Docu-
ments relating to Ireland,” will corroborate this statement.

¢ No. 2078,—Writ commanding Stephen, Bishop of Watertord, Justi-
ciary of Ireland, or his locum tenens, to take an Inquisition as to what lands
William of London held at his death s capite of the king in Ireland,
what lands of others, who is his next heir, and his age.

‘‘ The Inquisition shall be immediately sent to the king with this writ.
—Aberconway in Snowdon.” - )

Inquisition taken at Stradbally, on Tuesday in the octaves of St.
Peter, July 6th, 1283, ‘“ By the following jurors, viz. :—John Fitz Philip,
David Fitz William, Maurice Fitz John, Roger Fitz James, Milo Tornoh,
John de Nethe, Henry de Port, Griffen Christopher, Benedict the Clerk,
Philip Edward, Richard Fitz Peter, Roger Ossory, who say that William
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of London at his death held nothing of the king, but that he held the
following lands of Robert of Gloucester : 40 acres in Cloncoskeran, paying
to the said Robert one penny at Easter—the 43 acres of land aforesaid are
worth 20s. a year, namely, 64. an acre. Of the Prior of Connul one-half
a carucate in Balycoshyn, rendering to the Prior 10s. a year; the one-half
carucate is worth 30s. a year, namely 6d. an acre. Of Henry de Port in
Moyrodde 10 acres of waste land, free from remt, worth, with a mill
thereon, one-half a mark. One carucate in the Burgage district of Dungar-
van, worth 60s. a year, namely, 64. an acre. The seignory of land
called Reymescallok, where he was wont to receive one-half a mark a
year. The scignory of land called Balydorimy, where he was wont to
receive a penny a year. 100 acres in Seskywrede of Eustace Amitan,
rendering to Eustace 28s. 4d. a year, and worth 50s. a year, namely, 64.
an acre. Of Richard Whitfeild, one-half carucate in Polcol, rendering to
Richard 20s. a year, and worth 30s. a year, namely, 64. an acre. Of
Andrew of Marlborough, one-half carucate in Ballycathelan, rendering
16s. 2d. and worth 30s., namely, 64. an acre. Of David le Walys 30
acres in Rathmolan, rendering one penny a year, and worth 15s. a year,
namely, 64. an acre. And they say that William’s daughters Marcella,
wife of Richard le Butteler, of full age, and Mary, not of full age, the
next he:alirs of said William.”—[Inquisition P. M., 2nd. Edward I.,
No. 42.

No. 21382, October 4, o.p. 1283—¢“ Having learned by Inquisition that
William of London held no lands of the king ¢ capife in Ireland, the
king commands Stephen, Bishop of Waterford, the Justiciary, nof #o
meddle with the lands which Willvam at kis death held in that country, and
which had been taken into the king’s hands.”—Acrox Buenacrs [ Close IT.
Edward I., Mem. 4.)

By this inquisition it is clear that the lands of Cloncoscoran were held
in 1283 by William of London, and that by the king’s orders the lands
were not to be meddled with. His eldest daughter, Marcella, married
Richard le Butteler, who thus succeeded to most of William of Lon-
don’s estates. This Richard le Butteler was son of Geoffrey le Butteler
of Killotheran (afterwards called Butlerstown), and their descendant,
probably grandson, Richard Butler, had an only child, a daughter named
Joane. The Butlers held Cloncoscoran till 1450-55, when this only
child and heiress, Joane Butler, married Edward Nugent, third son of
Richard, 10th Baron Delvin, and conveyed to him thereby the lands of
Cloncoskeran (thus spelt in the original Inquisition), Butlerstown, &e.
This proves beyond doubt that Cloncoskeran has continued in the same
blood for upwards of 600 years, it being at present in possession of Sir
John Nugent, Baronet, the descendant in the female line of Edward
Nugent and Joane Butler. One of the Nugents of Cloncoskeran married
Hannah O’Brien, daughter of Mathew O’Brien of Comeragh, early in the
16th century, but they never had any connexion with a M‘Grath. There
are several Inquisitions on various Nugents during the 16th century,
proving that they occupied the eastle of Cloncoskeran, which was held
wn capite of the Crown by military service. Edmund Mansfield of Bal-
linamultinagh, county Waterford, ancestor of Colonel Eustace Mansfield,
to whom I have already referred, married in October, 1621, Ellen Nugent,
daughter of Richard Nugent of Cloncoscoran, and the Colonel tells me
the marriage took place at the Castle of Cloncoscoran.
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Smith says of this place—¢ Clonkoskeran, belonging to the Nugents,
two miles to the east of this place (Dungarvan), has but little remarkable,
except the shell of a large house built on the remains of an old castle,
which was for many years the residence of this family.” So much for
the assertion that Cloncoscoran was built by John M‘Grath. .

The author is also wrong in assigning the erection of Kilmanahin
Castle, in the barony of Glenaheira to a M‘Grath. This castle, I under-
stand, was a lordship of the Fitzgeralds of Dromana, and never belonged
to a M‘Grath.

From the following extract from the ¢ Calendar of Carew mss.,”

reign of Elizabeth, it will be seen that Kilmanahin belonged to the
Desmonds, and was forfeited in consequence of the Earl of Desmond’s
rebellion in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. It was then granted to Sir
E. Fitton, Fytton, or Phyton, in 1586, and afterwards sold by him to Sir
James Gough, knt. This Sir James Gough had a grant for a fair at

Kilmanahan in 1607. There is no doubt that Kilmanahan castle was
originally built by the Geraldines of Desmond, but it is possible the
M‘Graths may have held under the Earls of Desmond * by rent and
service’”’ as we know they did Mountain Castle under the Lord of Decies;
but in official documents and records no mention is made of M‘Grath in

connection with Kilm;n;h;.n.—(}unmr. 0’C. Repxonp.

Allotments by the Undertakers in Munster, Province of Munster, 21st
February, 1586.—* Certificate of all such castles, lands, and territories,
within the counties of Limerick, Tipperary, and Waterford, within the
said province, being parcel of the lands lately found to be escheated and
concealed from the Queen as are by mutual agreement and consent of us
the undertakers for the peopling and inhabiting of all those lands within
the said province whose names are hereunder subscribed, assigned, and
alloted for the parts, and portions of Sir Edward Fytton and his associates,
and whereof we do, in like manner, agree that he and his assigns shall be
presently put into possession, according to her Highness’s pleasure, signified
from the Lords and others of her Privy Council by their letters to the
Lord Deputy and Council, dated at Greenwich, 10th February, 1586.”

Then follow the names of different manors, castles, and lands in
county Cork, belonging lately to ¢ the said Earl of Desmond.”” Then in
the county Waterford, “ the castle and lands of Ballineightie, otherwise
‘Whyte’s Town, late Kennedy M‘Brien’s; the tenement or house in the
tenure of W=. Thewe, late the s* Earl’s, in the city of Waterford; ¢ke
manor and castle of Kyllmannahyn, in the county of Cosheshorye, TATE
Sir Jokn of Desmond’s.

(Signed) Ch*. Hatton, W=. Herbert, Valentine Browne, and others.

[From Calendar of Carew MSS., Elizabeth, Feb. to Sept., 1587-
1636. Vol. 631. The W™, Herbert and Valentine Browne whose names
are affixed were the ancestors of Herbert of Muckross and Lord
Kenmare. ] s

By an inquisition taken in the year 1611, concerning the present state
of the lands undertaken in Munster, under county Waterford, among other

lands named are the following :—* The Manor of Zﬁlm;n;ken, parcel of
Sir Edward Fitton’s Seigniory before mentioned, sold by him to Sir James
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Goceth [Gough], and by him surrendered to the king and regranted.
Whereof Demesnes, 300 ; Leases 3. 300 acres. Rent reserved, £8 12s. ;
Rent payable, £8 12s. ; mustered for these lands, horse 1, foot, 3.”

Mary Power, the wife of *‘ Silken Philip,” was not, as stated at page
302, the daughter of the 5th Lord Power, but must have been his sister.
The 5th Lord Power was born in 1599 or 1600. Lodge says that he was eight
years and a-half old in 1607 ; and in the list of peers’ sons sent to England
for education, in 1615, Lord Power appears, and then aged 15 years.
Consequently it is impossible that he could have been fatker of a daughter
already married in 1628, the date of the completion of the Castle of
Sleady. She was therefore more probably his sister, and should be placed
one generation back in the extract given at page 302.

Again, at page 309, the writer falls into another genealogical error
regarding the Osborne who so disinterestedly proposed for all three girls.
It was not the second Sir Richard Osborne who ‘‘trebly wooed and won,”’
but rather his younger brother Nicholas Osborne, of Cappagh, Esq. I
subjoin a short extract from the pedigree of the Osborne family which
will explain the connexion more clearly than words :—

Sir RicHARD OSBORNE = ?
of Ballintaylor, Co. Water-
ford, created a baronet in

1629.
| [

Sir Richard Osborne — ? Nicholas Osborne = Mary M‘Grath,
of Knockmoane, in the of Cappagh, county | of Sledy Castle,
same county, d. 1685 ; Waterford, Esquire. | mentionedinher
2nd baronet. Wrongly husband’s will.

stated to have married
Mary M<Grath of Sledy.

Sir John Osborne, Sir Thomas Osborne —
OIS TP 1713 ; of Theckincor, or Tic-
3rd baronet. kencor, Co. Water-

ford, succeeded his
cousin as 4th baronet.
From him descend the
present baronet, Sir
Francis Osborne, the
Duchess of St. Albans,
and her sister, Mrs.
Blake, wife of Sir
Henry A. Blake, late
Governor of New- ,\ .
foundland, &e.

Gasrren 0’C. RepMoxD,
Hon. Local Secretary, Co. Waterford.

Some Remarkable Cases of Longevity in Ireland.—In order to study
longevity we must follow two guides—physiology and statistics: from
the former we must inquire concerning man’s physical history, the means
best calculated to ensure longevity, the proofs brought forward as to
heredity, particular occupation in life, climate, and other causes. Statis-
tics will give us facts and figures, with the result gained by patient
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research. The earliest writers represent the primitive inhabitants of the
world as having attained great length of years. Haller, the eminent
physiologist, believed it possible for man to reach 200 years. Buffon,
the naturalist, said that men who did not die of accidental causes reached
everywhere the age of 90 or 100. Haller’s table of age is worth noting.
Of men who have lived from 100 to 110 he places at 1000, from—

110 to 120, 5 60,
120 to 130, oL 29,

130 to 140, .. 15,
140 to 150, .. 6,
o Al g 44 1.

Hufeland, in his interesting work, L’ Art de Prolonger la Vie, tells us of
the countries and peoples where longevity is most frequent. Neither in
ancient nor modern history, he says, do we find that the blessing of old
age has been bestowed upon kings and princes. On this account Sir G.
C. Lewis, in his Essays on Longevity, asserts that centenarians must no-
where exist, since crowned heads have not been favoured with great age:
he considers that ordinary men cannot enjoy the luxuries or protection
from hardship which potentates experience. Sir G. C. Lewis is not
sustained in this opinion by statistics or research. It is not among the
rich and great, but in the humbler classes of society, that longevity is
most frequent—it is among the peasantry, who lead a healthy, active
life, who eat and drink moderately, who enjoy the benefit of being much
in the open air—these are the causes most favourable towards prolonging
life. Again, we find longevity illustrated by the monks of old. St. John
the Apostle was 98; St. Paul the Hermit 118 ; St. Anthony 105; and
St. Jerome had completed his 80th year. Hufeland states these ages as
proof that monks were long-lived. It has been noticed that brain-workers
frequently attain to a great age. The study of philosophy (says Hufe-
land) is calculated to prolong life. Newton, who died at 90, is a case in
point. Statesmen, judges, and literary men have seen, in many instances,
great length of days. We have recent examples in Lords Palmerston,
Brougham, and Lyndhurst. Medical men in general (according to statis-
tics) do not attain to a very advanced age, but of course there have been
numerous exceptions. Galen and Hippocrates (the fathers of medicine)
were patriarchs. A few observations regarding heredity and the effect
of climate now claims attention. Dr. Rush, of Philadelphia, who studied
longevity closely, gives us his views, which were published in Anthologia
Hibernica. Regarding heredity, he asserts that every person he met that
was 80 years of age proved to be a case of heredity, and he observes that
he only knew one individual of 80 who had not been married. The effect
of climate on longevity is peculiar. We find that cold is not inimical to
long life; on the contrary, Norway and Russia furnish perhaps the most
numerous instances of centenarians. Sinclair, the author of the work
entitled, Code of Health and Longevity, tells us, that in 1761 there were
buried in Norway sixty-three people who had attained the age of 100.
The Icelanders, although subject to leprosy and skin disease, arc a long-
lived race.. The Southern climates, such as France, Spain, and Portugal,
are not favourable to longevity. In France (says Hufeland) old age is
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not very frequent ; in Spain and Portugal centenarians are rare. Ireland
(continues the same learned authority) partakes, with Scotland and
England, the reputation of having very old people. When we come to
alleged facts and figures in cases of longevity, the student has many diffi-
culties to contend with : his guides are, the register, the tomb-stone, and
the authority of the people themselves. The keeping of registers is of
very modern date, and we may observe that a man’s age at his death may
be registered 110 or 115, but if we have not the registration of his birth,
on what grounds can we prove the correctness of the entry ? Then comes
the tombstone record. Is it an infallible guide ? Certainly not. I have
frequently read in articles on longevity that the antiquary constantly
detects serious flaws in inscriptions. A practice which is very common
among mischief-loving folk is to tamper with the figures notifying the
age of the deceased. For instance, a man dies aged 39 ; he can be trans-
formed into a patriarch by a few strokes of the chisel; the figure 1 can
be placed before the 89, making him at once 139. As to the authority
of centenarians themselves, and their friends, we must take their state-
ments with caution; a man past 90, with a failing memory, may fancy
himself 100. No doubt there is a certain pride in old age, which some-
times tempts those who are enjoying its privileges to exaggerate. On
the other hand, I am far from being incredulous as to the existence of
centenarians; I believe that many have lived, and that there are still
living in Ireland, people over 100 years of age, and that satisfactory
proofs to that effect could be produced. It is only when I see in old
magazines and newspapers records of people supposed to have lived
150 or 160 years, that I feel doubt as to the truth of such statements.
We cannot regard them as authenticated facts, but as antiquarian
curiosities.

According to the Census Report of Ireland in 1881, the number of
centenarians were fewer by 34 than in 1871. In the latter year the
number amounied to 724; in 1881 it was reduced to 690. From the
Tabular Report we learn that 224 men and 466 women had passed their
100th year, at the date on which the Census was taken (1881). The
mountainous counties washed by the Atlantic produce the greatest num-
ber of centenarians—such as Cork, Kerry, Galway and Donegal. Munster
comes first in the list of longevity, Ulster second, Connaught third,
Leinster fourth. Munster at the last Census had 50 men who had
attained the age of 100, Ulster had 43, Connaught 13, and Leinster 7.
Each province returns instances of cases of longevity, some up to 113
years. I shall give a few facts from the county reports as taken sepa-
rately. I shall select Leinster, and begin with the city of Dublin. The
favours of old age were equally divided there between the sexes, viz.
8 men and 3 women upwards of 100. The county of Dublin returned
3 women, but no men; Meath counted 7 men aged 100, and 5 women ;
Westmeath, 1 man and 10 women.

In recording remarkable cases of longevity in Ireland, writers on the
subject are supposed to begin with the history of the famous Countess of
Desmond, but I shall depart from the ordinary rule. The subject has
been discussed so frequently and so learnedly, that nothing remains for
me to add, but my opinion that in all probability the age of the Countess
was exaggerated.

In the ‘“Annual Register” I find that there are many records of Irish
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centenarians. In March, 1770, died James Kearney in Ireland, aged
115 years; he lately had a daughter married, whose age was 15. About
the same year died Patrick Blewitt, aged 120, who resided in the North
of Treland; he was never known to be a week sick, and retained his
memory and understanding to the last; he was gardener to a family for
eight generations past. In 1771 died at Donell, county Westmeath,
Richard Gilshenan, aged 120; he was to all appearance likely-to live
some years longer, had he not swallowed a pin, which caused his death.
February, 1774, William Beaty, aged 130, died near Dunganmnon; he
carried a pair of colours at the battles of the Boyne and Aughrim. In
the volume of Notes and Queries for 1867 we have an interesting notice
of a servant woman who died January 7th of that year. It is thus
given :—*‘ Peggy Walsh, the faithful servant of the family of Millar, of
Milford, in whose service she had been since 1757, and to every member
of which she was devotedly attached ; her father, who was coachman in
the same family, lived to 100 years of age.”” Another instance of here-
ditary longevity, also mentioned in Nofes and Queries, is as follows :—¢“ A
gentleman visiting a churchyard near Hollywood, county Down, dis-
covered the tombstone of a man named Bryson, whose age was given as
103, and that of his daughter Anne, 106.” The influence of heredity
will be seen again in the next record which I shall give: ¢ Mary Trench,
Crumlin, aged 100; her father lived to be 104, her mother 96, an uncle
died at 110, and she left two sisters over 80 years of age. Clergymen
(according to statistics) are remarkably long-lived. Here are two
examples :—¢‘‘ Rev. Patrick M‘Dermott, born at Ardbraccan, county
Meath, died in 1814, aged 111; he was sometime chaplain to the Irish
Brigade. Rev. John Hoey, of the same diocese, was presented to the
Vicarage of Clonard by James II.; he died in 1732, and was buried at
Ballyboggan. The following inscription is on his tomb: ¢Here lies the
body of Rev. John Hoey, who died March 15th, 1732, aged 90.””

In the Registry of Deaths at Delvin, county Westmeath, the following
strange entry is given: ¢ Died at Ballinavally, September 12th, 1787,
Patrick Deeran, aged 94; uncommonly healthy all his life; he never
drank any spirituous liquor, not even ale or beer.”” A well-authenticated
instance of longevity appears in Nofes and Querdes, April, 1871 :—*In
the year 1775 Alexander Steward, of Newtownards, granted a lease of
part of the townlands of Ballywhittycock, in the parish of Newtownards,
to James Cavan, the father of the centenarian; the lease was for three
lives, viz. James Cavan, the father, aged about 50, and his two sons,
Andrew and James, aged respectively 11 and 6. This James is still alive,
and is therefore 102 years of age this year (1871). The lease is now
before me, and the land is still held under it. Cavan, when a young
man, was powerful, and very active.”

The following are instances of people who died in Dublin, having at-
tained to a great age. The ‘“ Annual Register’’ in 1762 records the deaths
of W.illiam Maple, of Dublin, aged 101; Mr. John Rider, of Greenhill,
Dublin, aged 110 ; Nicholas Gallagher, Castleknock—in 1763—aged 1183;
Mr. Buchy, Dublin—in 1775—aged 103 ; Mr. Buck, Dublin, aged 105 ;
Edward Farrell, Dublin—in 1798—aged 108. Richard Gower, Angel-
alley, atto'rney, aged 111 years—he died in 1779—and Eleanor Hinds,
Dublin, died in 1785, aged 106. In one of the late numbers of the
Lancet, the death was announced of Mrs. Bridget Dempsey Coolehan, of
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Dublin, at the advanced age of 106. Her grandfather died at the same
age, in 1821.

The following epitaph is on a tombstone in Muckross Abbey:
¢ Erected by Daniel Shine in memory of his father, Owen Shine, who
departed this life April 6th, 1847, aged 114 years—pray for him.”

I shall give now an instance of frugal living, which writers on lon-
gevity esteem so favourable to length of days:—‘ Died at Inch, county
Wexford, in 1780, Henry Grosvenor, Suryeyor of the coast of Blackwater,
aged 115. He was of French extraction, very sparing in his diet, and fond
of exercise ; he lost his wife at the age of 100.”” Amongst those who re-
tained their faculties in old age are the following: ‘‘Rose M‘Keague
(who lived near the Giant’s Causeway) died a short time ago, in her
98rd year. Deceased was widely known by her lucid recollection of
local matters from her infancy. In 1789 there died in Dublin a
woman named Sarah Jones, an inhabitant of St. Werburgh’s parish for
upwards of sixty years. She was active and healthy, and likely to have
lived much longer, had she not some short time before her death re-
ceived a fall which bruised and injured her very much. Her eyesight
never failed her, nor did she even use spectacles. She was 102 years of
age.””

In 1751, Susanna Mackarny—a beggarwoman—died in Dublin, aged
120 years ; she retained all her faculties till death. In different parts of
her bed were found sums of money, amounting to £250 in cash.

Easton collected a great number of cases of longevity, and published
them in a book printed at Salisbury in 1799.2 His researches comprise
instances from all countries, and Ireland has a fair share of examples.
Speaking of longevity, Baston remarks that it is not the rich and great,
not those who depend on medicines, who become old, but such as use
much exercise, are exposed to the fresh air, and whose food is plain and
moderate, as farmers, fishermen, gardeners, soldiers, &c. Here are a few
cases as given by Easton: ¢‘ Peter Bryan, of Tynan, county Tyrone,
aged 117, could read the smallest print without the assistance of a glass.
Lucinda Brien of Limerick, aged 108 : till within three months before her
death she supported herself by selling fruit at a stall. Patrick O’Brien,
aged 114, of Meath, carpenter, which avocation he was able to pursue
till within two years of his death, in 1758. Jonas Warren, Baldoyle, 95
years fishing ; within a few weeks of his death he ate three Ibs. of solids,
and drank three pints of ale at a meal ; he died in 1797, aged 107.”

Here is a strange record : ¢ Richard Nicholson, county Antrim, aged
110! He was three times transported for sheep stealing, but notwith-
standing the many thefts of his youth, in a more advanced age he
became remarkably pious.”

In Hayden’s Dictionary of Dates we have the following list of Irish
centenarians :—‘ James Shiel, Irish Yeoman, 1759, aged 136 ; Mrs. Mary
Power (aunt of Richard Lawlor Shiel) Ursuline Convent, Cork, died 1853,
aged 116 ; James Nolan, Knockardrane, county Carlow, aged 116; Mrs.
Martha Rorke of Dromore, county Kildare, aged 188.”

! Eliotson, in his Human Physiology, says: I have known a person of 90 see
well ; one of 80 have an excellent head of hair, and not grey.”

2 T am indebted to Count Plunkett, M.r.1.A., for having kindly lent me a copy of
Easton’s work.
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The death of another Kildare woman is given in the ‘‘Annual Register,”
I think for the year 1761 :—* Near Athy, in the county Kildare, died
Mrs. Norton, aged 109. At a time when old age is often a burden, she
retained such vivacity, that within a few years of her death she led off
a country dance at the wedding of one of her great-grandchildren, where
42 of her offspring were present.”

I shall conclude this Paper by mentioning two cases of longevity, as
witnessed within the last two years. The first is that of a man named
Conor Ryan, near Borrisokane, who was visited, in 1885, by my friend, Mr.
Pierce L. Nolan, who informed me that Ryan was, at that time, 106 years
of age, and in possession of his faculties; he had fought in the troubled
times of 1798. The other case is that of a poor man, living at Kells,
county Meath, dependent on the charity of friends; he also is 106 years
of age, and still able to move about; his name is Monaghan. My brother
has seen him several times in the town of Kells.—Jorx M. THUNDER.

Folk-lore—0f ¢ mad-stones’ I never heard, but there are so-called
¢ doctor-stones’’ still in existence, and used in Ireland. A famous one
was somewhere in the neighbourhood of Oughterard, county Galway. I
could never obtain a sight of it, because, being a friend of the late Dr.
Willis, who always laughed at it, I was supposed (as his friend) to be
trying to get possession of, and make away with, the stone. From the
description, however, it would seem to have been a celt of basalt, or,
perhaps, dark serpentine, as it was said to have a soapy feel. It was
considered unlucky to keep it in a house, and those who used it hid it
away till required by some one else, who, in turn, concealed it till some
one else wanted it. As well as I could learn, it was in great request
about fifteen years ago in that part of Galway already mentioned, and also
in the neighbouring portion of Mayo. My attention was first directed to
it by the late Dr. J. H. Todd, who came to a knowledge of its existence
when writing his history of the ¢ Life of St. Patrick.” I heard also of
another ¢ doctor-stone,” belonging to a family near Aughrim, county
‘Wicklow,, the eldest member of which family was said to be able to effect
cures by its means. About seven or eight years ago I went to the head
of that family, but he repudiated all knowledge of such a stone, and said
the cures were effected by head knowledge. An old lady in the neighbour-
hood, however, assured me that she had seen his father use the ‘‘ doctor-
stone.”—G. H. Kinamax.

Smooth-leaved Holly.—In the county Donegal the smooth-leaved holly
i8 very generally called the ¢ Queen of the Wood,” but why I could not
ascertain. Lately, however, when in Rosshire, I learned that St. Mael-
rubha (who was both a Scotch and an Irish saint) founded the Church of
Applecross in A.p. 673, and died there on April 21st, A.p. 722. He seems
to have made his Gairloch home in Inch Maree, Loch Maree, and was
much venerated in that neighbourhood and Gairloch, once a stronghold of
the Druids. It was in opposition to the Druidical oak that he is said to
have introduced the smooth-leaved holly, and to have dedicated it to the
Blessed Virgin.—G. H. Kivamax.
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Remains on the Memorial Slab to Str Nicnorss DEVEREUX, by the REv. J.
FrrencE oF CLONEGAL.

If Dr. Redmond and Mr. Hewson will refer to vol. i. of ¢ Mason’s
Parochial Snrvey,” published in 1814, and to the chapter on the parishes
of Adamstown and Newbawn, written by the Rev. Edward Barton, A.M.,
Archdeacon of Ferns, they will find a description of the castle of Adams-
town, and a plate engraving of the monumental slab, exactly similar to
that figured by Dr. Redmond for this journal. The castle of Adamstown
is thus described :—*¢ There is but one old castle, with the remains of a
large court; both are square, and of the same architecture as the rest of
the castles called Strongbow’s castles, with which this part of the country,
particularly towards the sea-coast, abounds.”

Mr. Hewson suggests that the plate engraving may possibly be a
representation of two different slabs. If he refers to the engraving in
‘¢ Mason,” he will find the side of the slab which bears the Devereux seal
marked ¢“front,” the other side marked ‘‘ reverse,’’ and beneath the plate
he will find a letter-press ‘‘ explanation ”’ similar to that given by Doctor
Redmond on page 470 of the Journal. I should say, from the engraving,
that there is a chamfered border all round the reverse side of the stone,
and I am disposed to agree with Mr. Hewson, that it was simply an old
monumental slab, utilised for the purpose of erecting a memorial-stone
to Sir Nicholas Devereux and his wife. Doctor Redmond will be glad
to hear that the castle of Adamstown is in very fair preservation. The
following description of that building is derived from another source :—
““ The castle consisted of a square tower, encompassed by a court, flanked
with four turrets. Over the castle gate was formerly a stone (since
removed to Carrigmannon), upon which was displayed a shield of the
family arms: viz., argent a fess gules in chief, three tortoises of the
second, and these words in raised letters: ¢Orate pro amimabus Nich
Devereux et Domin® Katerine. Poer ejus uxoris qui hoc
condiderunt, a.p. aprvi.’” Could this be an imperfect description of the
same stone? If so, it should now be sought for at Carrigmannon, and
not at Adamstown.

Lately, when visiting a friend in Moneymore (¢.e. the great shrubbery
or plantation), he drew my attention to the National school-house in the
high street of that town, as it is said that some of the stones which had
been in the old castle of Moneymore were used in building this school-
house, and the foundation of the wall round the large yard adjoining.

Moneymore is a market and post town, situated partly in the parish
of Desertlyn (O’Lynn’s hermitage), but chiefly in that of Ardtrea (Ard-
trea, Trea’s height : the virgin St. Trea flourished in the fifth century), in
the barony of Loughlinsholin, which takes its name from a small lake
near the village of Desertmartin, county Londonderry; in Irish it is
Loch-innse-Ui-Fhlainn, the lake of O’Flinn’s island.

Tt is stated by Lewis that Moneymore is one of the oldest post-towns
in the country, and that it is noticed by Pynnar (in his Survey of Ireland)
as consisting of an ancient castle, which he describes as a fine old build-
ing, and of six good houses of stone and lime, supplied with water con
veyed by pipes to the castle, and to each of the houses, from a well near
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the limestone quarry at Spring-hill. Cormick O’Hagan, a follower of
Sir Phelim 0’Nial, took the castle by stratagem in 1641, and it remained
for a long time in the possession of the insurgents, by whom it was sub-
sequently destroyed. ~Sir Phelim, some time after, rendezvoused his
troops at this place, whence he marched to plunder the house of Lissan,
then the property and residence of Sir Thomas Staples. The castle,
which was one of the most perfect in Ireland, was taken down about the
year 1760, to afford room for a small public-house. In lowering the high
street, and hills, a few years since, some of the old water-pipes were
discovered, the wood of which crumbled into dust, but the iron hoops
were in a tolerably perfect state; some more of the pipes were found in
trenching a field adjoining the spring, thus proving the accuracy of
Pynnar’s statement. About a quarter of a mile above the town is
Spring-hill, the seat of Sir W. L. Conyngham, K.C.B., a fine mansion
more than 200 years old, pleasantly situated in grounds tastefully
arranged, and commanding a view of finely varied scenery : the demesne
is enriched with some remarkably fine beech, oak, ash, and fir trees.—
Jorx Browne, Hon. Local Secretary for Co. Londonderry.

Ancient Burial, County Antrim.—During the month of December
last (1888) Mr. Patrick Magee discovered an ancient burial at Bryantang,
north of Carrickfergus, and very near the Woodburn branch of the Belfast
‘Waterworks. Mr. Magee was engaged in breaking up and removing what
seemed a huge boulder-stone that interfered with the ploughing of a lea
field. He observed the stone gave out a hollow sound when struck. On
digging down about the stone it was found that it rested on four other
stones. The large one is fully five tons weight, and formed the cover of
a chamber four feet by two feet, and a foot and a-half deep. On throw-
ing out the fine black soil which filled the chamber, a cinerary urn, of
the usual type, was discovered on the north-west corner. Unfortunately
the spade broke one side of this interesting relic, which contained a fine
white dust, presumably the ashes of a human body. Numerous small
fragments of half-burned bones were also found among the soil. The
bowl or urn is of red clay, nicely moulded, and has rings on the outside,
and a pattern made by regular angular dashes. The base is flat, moulded,
and the mouth curves outward, and is six inches wide. Mr. Magee handed
the urn and fragments of bones over to Mr. George Reilly, Superintendent
of the Woodburn Waterworks, who takes an interest in antiquarian mat-
ters. Finds of this kind should be at once deposited in some public
museum, together with a correct description of the circumstances under
which the discovery was made. Many years ago several similar flat
stones were broken up on the same hill-side, which faces the eastern sun.
Five or six raths, forts, or fairy rings, are visible from this ancient place
of sepulture.—Wirtiax Gray, M.R.L.A,
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NEW BOOKS AND NEW EDITIONS OF HISTORICAL AND ARCHZEOLOGICAL WORKS
RELATING TO IRELAND, PUBLISHED DURING THE QUARTER ENDED 31sr
MARCH, 1889.

TaE subjoined list of books has been specially compiled for this column ;
the literary items which follow are taken from various sources, English
and Irish :—

The Life and Work of St. Columba. By Rev. E. Cooke. (E. Clulow,
Derby.) Price 5s.

The Ussher Memoirs; or, Genealogical Memoirs of the Ussher Families
in Ireland. By Rev. W. B. Wright, a.a. (Sealy, Bryers, & Walker,
Dublin.) Price 2s.

Genealogical Memoirs of the Members of Parliament for Kilkenny. By
G. D. Burtchaell, m.A., M.R.Y.A. (Sealy, Bryers, & Walker, Dublin.)
Price 10s. 6d.

Thomas Drummond, Under Secretary for Ireland, 1835-40. By R.
Barry O’Brien. (Kegan Paul & Co., London.) Price 14s.

Life of Right Hon. W. E. Forster. By T. W. Reid. One Vol.
Edition. (Chapman & Hall, London.) Price 10s. 64.

History of the Irish People. By the late Rev. W. A. O’Conor. (J.
Heywood, London.) 2 vols., price 7s. (A biographical sketch of this
writer appeared in ¢ Notes and Queries,” March 2, 1889.)

Life of St. Patrick. By Dean Kinane. (Gill & Son, Dublin.) Price 2s.

History of the Irish Confederation and War in Ireland. By J. T.
Gilbert, r.s.a. The fifth volume. (The Irish Publishing Co., London.)

The Ancient Laws and Institutes of Ireland, Publication Commission
Report, 1888.

The Annual Report of the Commaittee for the Preservation of the Irish
Language.

Deaths of Irish Antiquarian Writers—Mr. William M. Hennessy,
M.R.I.A., Assistant-Deputy Keeper of the Records in Ireland, known as
an expert in the Gaelic language, died at Dublin, on the 13th January.
His principal works were:— Chronicum Scoforum, published in 1866, and
Annals of Lough C¢, issued in 1871.

On March 4th the death took place, in Dublin, of Mr. Oliver J.
Burke, B.r., Knight of St. Gregory the Great. Mr. Burke was a Galway
gentleman, and was author of a work on Ross Abbey, Galway; the
History of the Lord Chancellors of Ireland; the History of the Connaught
Bar, and the History of the Catholic Archbishops of Twam, in recognition
of which latter work he received the above-named Papal title. Hislatest
publication was on Z%e South Isles of Arran, in Galway Bay.
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Swearing-Stone at Kinneigh, Co. Cork.—The following reference to
what was evidently one of the Swearing-stones, about which Mr. G. M.
Atkinson wrote in last year’s Journal, p. 270, occurs in an extract from
Bishop Dive Downes’ Diocesan Tour, published in Dr. Maziere Brady’s
Records of Cork, Cloyne, and Ross: Dublin, 1863, vol. i, p. 190:—
¢ Munday, May 27. 1700. I went to Kineigh; the Parish Church stands
three miles distant from Ballimony to the N.N.W. . . A high round
tower stands in the S.W. corner of the churchyard . . . ’Tis supposed
this church was formerly a cathedral. .4 stone ¥s in the S.W. corner of
the Church of Kineigh, counted very sacred, which the Irish solemnly swear
upon. This church is accounted amongst the Irish very sacred . . .
There is a tradition amongst the Irish that, formerly, in the churchyard
there was a well that had great medicinal vertues, and that the concourse
of people being very chargeable to the inhabitants, they stop’t it up.”
Doubtless Mr. Day of Cork could ascertain if any trace of this stone is
now left; but the probability is that it has long since disappeared.

The old Town Book of Belfast.— No more important contribution to
Irish history for many years will be made, it is stated, than Z%e old
Town Book of Belfast, containing the records of the Corporation of Belfast
from 1613 to 1820, which Mr. R. H. Young, Secretary of the Belfast
Natural History and Philosophical Society, has undertaken to edit, for
publication, with illustrative notes, maps, and facsimiles. After lying
hidden for many years, this MS. volume was discovered by Lord Donegal
in an old chest, and was presented by him to his agent, Mr. Torrens,
whose widow now possesses it. Belfast has very few historical documents
connected exclusively with itself; much light, therefore, will be thrown
not only on local history, but on some of the more vexed points of the
historical times of 1640 to 1660, and from 1587 to 1692, by these hitherto
inaccessible MSS. Many of the Minutes contain valuable side-lights on
historical matters.

The Belfast Library.—The Belfast Library and Society for pro-
moting knowledge, commonly known as the Linen Hall Library, has
published an account of itself in connexion with its Centenary, celebrated
last year. This has been carefully compiled by the Hon. Secretary, Mr.
John Anderson, in a thin 4to volume, illustrated with portraits of lead-
ing members of the Society, and with plans and views of Belfast at
different periods.—J. C.




PROCEEDINGS AND PAPERS.

The QuarrerLy MEETING of the Association was held
in the Museum, Butler House, Kilkenny, on Wednes-
day, 3rd April, at 12 o’clock, noon.

The Chair was occupied by the Right Rev. W. PAkeENEAM
Wawrsa, D.D., Lorp Bisaor or Ossory, Vice-Presi-
dent, and subsequently by the President, Lorp JamEs
WaNDESFORD BUTLER, J.P., D.L.

The following were also present:—Rev. C. A. Vig-
noles, m.A.; Rev. E. F. Hewson, B.A.; Rev. W. S. Will-
cocks,n.A.; Rev. L. Hass®, M.R.LA. ; Rev.J.F. M. Ffrench;
Rev. W. Healy, ».p.; Rev. Wm. Carrigan, c.c.; Julian
G. Butler ; Deputy Surgeon-General King, m.r.1.A.;
Colonel P. D. Vigors; G. D. Burtchaell, Mm.A., LL.B.;
Peter Burtchaell, e.k.; M. W. Lalor; P. M. Egan, ex-
Mayor; Michael M. Murphy; Edward Walsh Kelly;
D. H. Creighton, r.r.6.s., Hon. Curator; and Robert
Cochrane, M.R.LA., C.E.,, Hon. General Secretary and
Treasurer.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and con-

firmed.
Evrecrion oF MEMBERS.

The following were elected Members :—

Robert Lloyd Woolcombe, rL.p., Barrister-at-Law,
14, Waterloo-road, Dublin: proposed by Robert
Cochrane.

The Rev. James Manning, c.c., Blanchardstown, Co.
Dublin : proposed by J. M. Thunder.

The Rev. David Mullan, Christian Union Buildings,
Lower Abbey-street, Dublin: proposed by the President.
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Francis M‘Gillicuddy Denny, Denny-street, Tralee,
Co. Kerry : proposed by Miss Hickson.

The Rev. Jeremiah Murphy, c.c., Queenstown, Co.
Cork : proposed by the Rev. Denis Murphy, s.J.

Francis A. O’Keeffe, Solicitor, Mm.p., Mayor of Lime-
rick : proposed by P. J. Lynch, c.E.

Sir George Hornidge Porter, Bart.,, m.p.. D.L.; 3,
Merrion-square, N., Dublin: proposed by W. J. Gil-
lespie.

pDouglas Hyde, rv.p., 5, Trinity College, Dublin:
proposed by G. D. Burtchaell, a.4., LL.D.

Thomas Kough, J.p., Newtown Villa, Kilkenny : pro-

posed by Peter Burtchaell, c.x.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Mr. G. D. Burtchaell then read the statement of
accounts, showing that for the period of the year during
which Mr. Robertson was Treasurer the total receipts
amounted to £106 14s. 11d., and the expenditure to
£94 11s. 71d., leaving a balance to credit in the Bank
of £12 2s. 6d. That account was audited on the 16th April
last year, and the auditors, Mr. John Blair Browne and
Mr. Peter Burtchaell, reported that.the accounts were
correct, and that the balance to the credit of <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>