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PREFACE.

HE Preface to the last Volume of . the Society’s
Journal pointed to the great influence which the
wider scope of the Society’s Excursions had upon our
work. The Excursions in 1896, though less novel in
their conception, still impart some prominent features
to the present Volume.

The Society’s visits, and the local interest stirred
by them, have produced several important Papers in
this Volume. The early Christian island settlements
of High Island, and Mac Dara’s Island, in the Atlantic,
have been the subjects of very acceptable Papers by
Mr. Macalister and Mr. Bigger. Dr. Stokes contributed
an interesting account of St. Hugh of Rahue, and his
times. The Society’s visit to Inistioge and Dunbrody
has called forth accounts of those abbeys from Mr.
Langrishe and Rev. J. F. M. ffrench. The Excursions
also elicited incidental notices of other church remains—
Kill, Killiney, and Dalkey, by Mr. Wakeman ; Durrow,
Rahan, &c., by Dr. Stokes. In connexion with church
remains, we should also point to the study of Howth
Church, by Mr. Cochrane, with which the Volume com-
mences.

In connexion, too, with our Excursions, are notices
of several mediseval lay buildings, as the Castles of
Enniskillen, Portora, Castle Archdall, &ec., in the

az2



vl PREFACE,

account of the Summer Excursion, and those of Dalkey,
Bullock, and Leixlip, in the Autumn Excursion.

We had last year to notice a revived interest in
Ogham study. This has been fully maintained in the
present Volume. Rev. E. F. Hewson notices several
hitherto unpublished inscriptions. Rev. E. Barry com-
pletes his scholarly study of the county Kilkenny
Oghams. Mr. Macalister also furnishes notes on some
inscriptions, as well as a useful summary of progress
in this field during the year (p. 392).

Prehistoric  Archeeology is represented by the
continuation of Mr. Coffey's work on the origin of
Ornament. By Mr. Westropp’s account of Stone Forts
in Clare, and his illustrations of the similarity of these
forts with others throughout Europe (pp. 142, 254).
Dr. William Frazer has furnished a list of ‘ Holed”
Stones in Ireland. The Society’s visits to Deerpark,
near Sligo, to Carrowmore, and Knocknarea, is the
occasion for illustrations of the antiquities at those
places.

Numerous shorter communications report finds of
ancient objects. Among the more important of these
are Mr. Allingham’s account of what are believed to be
Otter-traps ; a Bone Ilake, with geometrical design,
from Slieve-na-Caillighe (Mr. Rotheram); the site of a
Flint-maker’s Work-place, under peat (Mr. Patterson);
and a Spear-head of unusual type (Mr. Rotheram).

Among Historical subjects are Miss Hickson’s notices
of the Fitz Maurices, Lords of Kerry; Rev. W. T.
Latimer’s identification of the site of the Battle of
Benburb ; the Wardens of Galway, by Mr. R. J. Kelly;
Warren of Corduff, a distinguished Irish officer in the
French service, by Rev. Thomas Warren ; and notices
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of clerical life in the 16th century, from the Journal of
Peter Lewys, by Mr. Mills.

Interesting communications on Topographical points
are supplied by Miss Hickson, on the river Lee of
Tralee; and by Mr. Goddard Orpen, on the name of
Blackstairs Mountain.

A valuable Paper on the ‘¢ Shamrock in Literature,”
dealing exhaustively with that somewhat vexed ques-
tion, is given by Mr. Colgan.

Mr. T. P. Le Fanu has written an elaborate Paper
on Dean Swift’s Library.

* The remains of the old stained glass of Kilkenny
are skilfully dealt with by Mr. Buckley.

The accounts of the Excursions occupy no incon-
siderable part of the Volume. They should supply
increased interest, and an additional stimulus to all,
to travel in our own land, and to study and preserve
the remains and memories of its past.
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THE JOURNAL

THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES

OF IRELAND,

FOR THE YEAR 1896.

PAPERS AND PROCEEDINGS—PART I. FIRST QUARTER, 1896.

Papers.

NOTES ON THE ECCLESIASTICAL ANTIQUITIES IN THE
PARISH OF HOWTH, COUNTY OF DUBLIN.

By ROBERT COCHRANE, F.S.A., M.R.I.A., FeLrow.

IV.—Tee Crurca oF St. MARY, COMMONLY CALLED THE ‘‘ ABBEY”
or Howrm.

IN a former Paper' it was shown, by a detailed examination of the

structure, that the modest and comparatively modern ruin, called
St. Fintan’s Church, represents all that re-
mains of a very early and long forgotten,
though important, ecclesiastical foundation,
the history of whose founder is still imper-
fectly known ; and while ¢ St. Fintan’s”
had been reconstructed with the stones of
the original churches found on the site, the
church of Inis Mac Nessan (erroneously
called St. Nessan),? on the contrary, had
been almost entirely rebuilt, and with new
material; and so closely had the primitive
plan been adhered to, that the new work
had become generally accepted as the original

church, and is described as such by several
authors. South Porch, as in A.p. 1840.

The writers who conferred the title of ¢ Saint”’ on Nessan of Ireland’s
Eye, without canonical authority, seem to have had similar ideas with
those who first described the church of St. Mary at Howth as an
‘‘abbey.” There are no grounds-for either designation.

1 Vol. iii., 5th Series, 1893, p. 386. 2 Vol. iii., 5th Series, 1893, p. 396.
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2 ROYAL SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES OF IRELAND.

The ruins now under consideration, as at present standing in Howth,
afford no evidence of the existence at any time of the wusual and
necessary conventual buildings which, attached to and grouped around
a church, caused the mediseval ecclesiastical edifice, when presided
over by an abbot, to be called an abbey.!

The term abbey is properly used only to denote a foundation presided
over by an abbot, but in Ireland many of the monastic houses, of Orders,
such as the Franciscans and Dominicans, are styled abbeys, where the
term priory or convent for such houses would be more appropriate. The
term abbey has sometimes been used to indicate the community occupy-
ing the edifice.

1t does not appear that the chureh at Howth had attached to it any of
the regular clergy. If it had been so occupied, the circumstance would
be recorded in the annals of the particular Order to which it belonged,
but the name is omitted from the lists of religious houses established in
this country. The names of most of the sccular clergy are on record
sinee its dedication in A.p. 1235.

Thus both struetural and historical evidences combine to prove that the
name ‘‘abbey’ as applied to this ruin is a misnomer, while that of a
collegiate chureh would be more applicable. The common name, the
¢« College of Howth,” indicates a tradition of this distinctive character,
Its plan would seem to indicate a typical collegiate church, served by a
Collegium of three or more priests, such as was the foundation of St.
Nicholas, Galway, or St. Mary’s, Youghal.

I shall now briefly describe the ruins as they exist. The church
comprises nave, aisle, and chancel; but, as the original nave became an
aisle, and an aisle added in A.p. 1235 became a portion of a larger nave
about A.p. 1400, it will be more convenient, and less confusing, to describe
it as a two-aisled church. The south aisle measures 95 feet in length
internally, ineluding the eastern portion, which was used as a chantry
or private chapel; the width of this aisle is 18 feet 6 inches at the
western end, and 17 feet 10 inches at the east end. The northern aisle
measures 85 feet 3 inches in length, and is 16 feet in breadth at the west
end, and 17 feet 2 inches at the eastern end.?

1 The old Celtic establishments were very different ; they consisted of a chapel or
oratory of limited dimensions, around which were grouped the cells of the clergy,
each one occupying a separate cell or house, sometimes of stone, as at Skellig Michael,
but generally made of wattles encased with mud walls. The church, as a rule, was of
stone.

2 There are many two-aisled churches in county Dublin, all of early foundation.
In addition to St. Audoen’s, the former parish church of Lusk, as well as the old
church of St. Michael in High-street, Dublin, were double-aisled. Duleek Church was
of the same type, as were several others. This arrangement is very common in parish
churches in the west of England: at Lancast Church, near Launceston, the plan of an
elongated chancel is identical, except that the north aisle has been lengthened to extend
beyond the south aisle. At Warbstow parish church, the south aisle has been elongated,
and the arrangement corresponds exactly with wbat we have at Howth.
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The two aisles are divided from each other by an arcade of six
arches, carried on piers 2 feet 8 inches in width; the total width of the
church measured across both aisles is 37 feet 2 inches at the western end,
and 37 feet 8 inches at the eastern end.

It will be observed that in the south aisle the eastern end becomes
narrowed to the extent of 8 inches, while in north aisle this is reversed,
and the east end is widened by 14 inches; this seems to have been an
attempt to recover the parallel form which had been lost in extending
the south aisle.

In the arcade dividing the two aisles the three western arches are lower

in height than the remaining three, though all six spring from

S the same level. The rise of the first three arches above the
A springing is only 5 feet 4 inches, and for the three eastern arches
,!."-5 the rise is 7 feet 11 inches; the four arches to the west spring
' from square piers, and the two arches at the east end are sup-
§§ ported by octagonal piers ; the pier between the fourth and fifth
{fé arches is squared to the fourth arch, and shaped on the face

b under the fifth arch to correspond with the octagon piers. This
g'{* peculiarity will be best understood by an inspection of the
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South Elevation, showing the portion of South Side-wall, still standing, and the
upper portion of Nave Arcade, which is higher than the South Wall.

ground plan, p. 8, and an elevation of the arcade shown on the drawing
above. The three western arches show the extent of the first addition to
the early church; they are flatter than the remaining three, denoting the
carlier period at which they were erected—the transition from round-
headed to pointed arches. The eastern arcade of three arches denotes
the second period of the pointed style, and indicates the date and
extent of a later addition. The thirteenth-century addition, though
shown on the ground plan as extending only to the third arch, very
probably comprises a portion or perhaps the whole of the fourth
arch, and this portion was taken down and the later fourth arch in-
serted.

The exact position and extent of the portion of the church devoted to
the chancel is not now indicated clearly, and there is no chancel arch.
There are still two piscine, and an indication of the position of & third.
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The eastern one, in south aisle, is 18 inches higher than that nearer
the western end ; and as they were adjoining separate altars, and the
floor on which the eastern altar was placed was 18 inches higher than
the western, the latter was presumably the level of the floor of
nave.

The chancel was of course divided from the body of the church
by a screen; and though no trace of it now remains, its position can
be fixed as being at the rere of the altar which stood at the western
piscina.

Screens were generally closed the whole height, but sometimes they
were solid for a few feet from the bottom, and open at the top; in this
case the screen was probably closed for the width of the south aisle.
The second altar was placed westward of this screen, and a third at the
east end of the north aisle.
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Piscinz.

Access to the building was provided for by three doors, in addition
to the original entrance, one in the southern porch which was used by
the clergy, and two in the north aisle, one of which was in the west
end, and the other in the north side wall.

The church was lighted by fifteen windows in all, of which two are
the east windows (one in the chantry, and one in the chancel at east
end of north aisle). There are two west windows, one under the
belfry in the south aisle, and one over the west doorway in the north
aisle; six side windows filled the south wall, and five were in the north
wall.

The original entrance was under the bell tower in the west gable,
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Elevation and Plan of East Window of South Chancel.
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the opening in which, measuring 8 feet in width by 5 feet 11 inches in
depth, formed an open porch, a not uncommon feature in very early
parish churches. In the absence of an outer door, a movable wooden
barrier to keep out cattle was usually provided. The bench table, or low
stone seat, in this porch, is still observable, and this feature will be seen
repeated in the later southern porch. The ancient open porch was
8 feet in width; the bench tables at each side would contract it to a
width of 6 feet ; open porches of this width were not uncommon in small
early churches, and were of use for processional purposes.

The south chancel or chantry contains a three-light window in the
east gable, in which the centre light is predominant, and the heads are
formed of arch tracery with trefoiled ogee heads for each light, of a
simple yet pleasing design of late fourteenth-century period (see drawing
on opposite page). The stones forming the centre mullions of this window
are of limestone from the sill up to level of springing of arch. The tracery
of the upper portion is of granite, greatly weathered; the sill also is of
granite, save for a couple of recently inserted stones, which are sand-
stone. Three stones in the arch are insertions, but it is evident the
original window was formed of granite, and that the limestone mullions
were inserted when the flat arches in the north chancel were intro-
duced in the sixteenth century.

In the east window of north aisle, and the west window of south
alsle, the mullions have shallow hollows, and the flat-headed form of
arch, with rounded corners, for the window heads, denotes the debased
perpendicular style, and fixes the date of this portion of the work as late
as the sixteenth century. These features would indicate a somewhat
earlier date in England. The straight arch, with rounded angles, is not
frequently met with in ccclesiastical edifices, though common enough in
domestic architecture.

The windows in the north side have Portland or Somerset stone
dressings, same as on the south side, and as in the west window of the
north aisle over the doorway.

On the north side the two windows nearer to the east end are lower
than the central window, which is narrower than the others as well as
higher. The proximity of the approach to the rood loft would account
for the central window being narrower and on a higher level than the
other windows.

The windows of the south wall, of which only the sills and parts
of the jambs and mullions now remain, were of the same period, and
fortunately there is still in the ruin, but not sz sit, one window of that
period, that is the two-light Early English window now placed over
the western doorway in the north aisle.

The east window, before referred to, in the south chancel has three
lights, the centre one rising higher than the two side lights; all three
have trefoil cusping at the top, immediately below which is inserted in
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each light similar trefoils under ogee-arched heads, the wholejforming
a vigorous example of tracery work.
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Plan and Elevation of East Window (16th century) in North Aisle.

The east window of the chancel in the north aisle is of the same
character as the window under the belfry ; together they represent the
latest work done in the church. Both are clearly of the same date as the
“college” adjoining. A drawing of this window, showing the Bur-
gundian form of arch, is given above.
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The marks of the different roofs which covered this building are still
observable in the gables. First, there was the high roof over the south
aisle ; second, the north aisle when built was covered with a separate roof
parallel to the original one, with a gutter or valley between ; third, the
two separate roofs were taken off, and both aisles were included in one
span ; and fourth, a new roof with a higher pitch was put on, and the
gables were raised sufficiently high to suit the altered pitch, the additional
masonry being still observable, as well as the lines of the different roofs.

In the western wall we have the original Saxon! work of a.p.
1042. The width of the early church is very clearly defined; we have
the gable measuring externally 23 feet 6 inches, and internally 18
feet 6 inches; and there is not much difficulty in determining what
the length was; the remaining walls have been removed, but we
can judge of what the original was by an examination of the additions,
which were governed, in a great measure, by the then existing work.

In this connexion there are two features worthy of attention, that
is, the square piers under the first four arches forming the west end,
and the octagonal piers under the two remaining arches. The first three
arches are flatter, and more nearly approach the semiecircular form,
showing their earlier period, which I fix at a.p. 1235, the date of
Archbishop Luke’s dedication. There is here the clearest indication
that the original church extended in length as far as the square piers,
and the limit should be some place between the third and fourth pier,
or at the fourth pier, as I have indicated. Thus the original church
measured about 52 fect in length, including the chancel, which was
about 10 feet square.

! The work is Saxon in character, though founded during Danish rule in Dublin.
It corresponds with undoubted Anglo-Saxon work; and there are no specimens of
distinctly Danish architecture in England or Scandinavia of this period. Since
the views expressed on page 10 were in type, Mr. Romilly Allen has kindly favoured
me with his opinion on the question of Saxon ». Danish architecture. He says:
‘When the Dancs came over to England they adopted the methods of building in
stone which they found in use amongst the Saxons. The churches in Northumbria,
like Escombe, are undoubtedly Saxon, and therefore it seems to me that, as the Danish
influence came to Ireland by way of Northumbria, it is most reasonable to suppose
that any church built by a Danish prince in Ireland would be in the same style as the
churches of Northumbria—that is to say, Saxon.”

The theory of influence on Hiberno-Danish builders direct from Norway—as seen
in some common features of Christ Church in Dublin and Trondhjem Cathedral—even
if assumed, would not affect the position in 1042. In Fergusson’s ‘‘History of
Architecture,” edited by R. Phené Spiers, F.8.A., 1893 Edition, at page 3186, vol. i1, in
describing Trondhjem Cathedral, it says that it is said that St. Olaff was buried (circa
1032) where the high altar of the cathedral is now situated, and between the years
1036 and 1047 Magnus the Good raised a wooden: chapel (no doubt a round one) over
the grave. The transept of the church was commenced in 1160 ; and during the next
sixty or seventy years the whole eastern part was rebuilt, the tomb house or shrine
being joined on to the apse. The nave was not commenced until 1248. Fergusson says
the east end externally presents a bold style of architecture resembling the early
English, and is an exact counterpart of Becket’s Crown at Canterbury (1175-1184).
Upsala Cathedral was designed by a Frenchman a.p. 1287. The Church of St. Nicholas
at Orebro is chiefly interesting on account of its strong resemblance to English work.”
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Tae OriciNaL CHURCH, FOUNDED A.D. 1042.

The foregoing outline describes the ruin as it stands since it was
abandoned as a place of public worship, probably some time between
1640 and 1650.

The date of the foundation is generally accepted as a.p. 1235, in
which year the prebendal church of Inis Mac Nessan was removed to the
mainland, and a new church is said to have been erected here. This,
howerver, is not quite correct. A church existed here prior to that
date, but it was enlarged and dedicated to the B.V.M. in the year
1235.

The original church is said to have been founded at Howth by the
Danish prince, Sigtrygg or Sitrie, in the year 1042, twenty-four years
before the Norman Conquest of England, and twenty-eight years after
the date of the famous battle of Clontarf (only a few miles distant),
where the Danes were defeated, but not, as is often stated, driven from
Ircland. The extent of their occupation was thenceforward limited
in area to Dublin and the great seaports, and those who remained in
the country conformed more gencrally to the profession of the Christian
religion than they had during the previous century.

I hope to show that in the remains at Howth we have still a portion
of the structure founded in the time of the Danish prince, and also to
make it clear that the church established in his time was more a Saxon
building than either Danish or Celtic in design or construction. The
Danes, though much given to intermarrying with the Irish, disliked the
natives too much, espeeially the ecclesiastics, to adopt the methods of
the Celtic Church; and the Norsemen had as yet no Christian churches
of stone in their own country, where Canute, who ruled over the lands
now known as Norway, Sweden, and Denmark, had but rccently re-
established Christianity from his English kingdom.

The intercourse between the Saxons in England and the Danes in
Ireland at the time was frequent and continued. Anlaff Cuaran, Danish
king of Dublin, became a Christian in o.p. 943 in England. His father
Sitric had been baptized, but died a heathen. Anlaff, in a.p. 944,
brought over from Northumbria a number of Anglo-Saxon monks, as
described in Haliday’s ¢“ Scandinavian Kingdom of Dublin,” and with
them they brought their own methods of Church building. Their
numbers were recruited by successive arrivals from time to time, and
their ecclesiastical practices prevailed as long as the Danish occupation
lasted. Coming as they did from a particular part of England, an
f.examination of the Saxon churches they left behind them in Northumbria
1s at once suggested. Haliday remarks that, for upwards of a century,
Dublin was more a Northumbrian colony than a separate kingship.

Not until about the middle of the present century was any serious
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attention directed to the study of Saxon architecture in England. The
late Thomas Rickman, in an essay written in A.p. 1813, and afterwards
expanded and republished in 1817,! says it may be possible that in
obscure churches some real Saxon work may exist, but none hitherto had
been found to be of so great an age.

In the edition of 1881, a valuable chapter on Saxon architecture,
which had been introduced in the edition of 1848, was suppressed in the
belief that there was no warrant for the dates; this was afterwards
acknowledged by the editor to be a mistake, as convincing evidence was
produced by archaeologists as to the authenticity of the dates assigned to
the examples of Saxon work. There are now about 130 well-known
specimens of that period, and several fairly complete Saxon churches
have been, within the last ten years, fully described and illustrated.
Of these the church at Escombe, in the county of Durham, is perhaps
the best known It has been illustrated in the ‘¢ Reliquary,” vol. viii,
pp. 66-67, in an interesting series of articles on Zhe Pre-conquest
Churches of Northumbria; and in The Illustrated Archeologist for March,
1894, edited by Mr. J. Romilly Allen, a detailed description and
seven illustrations are given of this church. The writer of the Paper
says: “We find therefore that the chief characteristic of the earlier
Saxon churches was their great height in proportion to their width,
and that the very early examples were long and narrow as well as
high, and as the length decreased so did the height in proportion to it.
The reason of this is given by the known history of the churches. St.
Wilfrid, Benedict Biscop, and others who belonged to the Roman School,
were the first to build stone churches in England, and they derived their
designs from the Roman basilicas ; hence they made long and lofty naves.”
The date of Escombe church is fixed, with every degree of probability, as
the end of the eighth century.

The interest attaching to these Saxon churches is that they are the
link between the period of the Roman occupation and the Norman Con-
quest, and in their construction they show Roman influence grafted on
native methods. A country which had Augustine with his monks re-
presenting the civilisation of Christian Rome in the south, and thirty-
four years previously Columba and his church-building followers, from
Ireland, penetrating from the north, would eventually develop and
exhibit these features in the construction of their churches; and in
the little church of Escombe in common with many others (prototypes of
Sitric’s Church at Howth), in addition to the Roman features already
suggested, the details of the doors and windows are purely Celtic.
The window in south wall of the nave is round-headed; the head
is formed out of a single stone for the inner face; this stone is 7 ft.

! ¢ An Attempt to Discriminate the Styles of English Architecture,” by Thomas
Rickman. London: Longmans & Co. (No date, but internal evidence shows the
date of this, the first edition, to be A.n. 1817.)
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West Elevation, showing Ancient Porch of Sitric’s Church, and 13th-century addition and

Doorway. (The Window over latter is not in its original position.)




’

ON THE ECCLESIASTICAL ANTIQUITIES OF HOWTH. 13

in length, and a similarly shaped stone forms the outer face, but of
lesser length. The jambs of this and two small square-headed win-
dows in the north wall are inclined, and are identical in construction
with what is found in the early oratories in Ireland. And at the
same time the Roman influence in the work of Escombe is beyond doubt,
as some of the stones used in building have Roman lettering and tooling,
but are built in reversed positions.

The Saxon churches had a porch or tower at the western end. The
arrangement at Howth provided for an open porch 8 ft. in width, with
massive walls and high arch over, the
proportions of which are almost identi-
cal with the Escombe chancel arch.!
As regards the great height of the side
walls compared to the width, the
Escombe walls are 24 ft. high, width
of nave 14 ft. 6 inches. At Monk-
wearmouth Saxon church the relative
proportion is as 31 ft. to 19 ft., and at
St. Lawrence, near Bradford-on-Avon,
the proportion is 25 ft. to 13 ft.

At Howth the measurements give
a present height of 20 ft. 6 in. for a
width of 18 ft. 6 in.; the walls no
doubt were originally considerably
higher.

Taking the proportion of length
to width at Escombe we have 43 ft.
to 14 ft. 6 in., and at Monkwearmouth
the proportion is about 66 ft.to 19 ft.
The proportion at Howth was as 52 ft.
to 18 ft. 6 in.

The contrast between these proportions and those of the churches
of the early Celtic type is very marked ; the side walls of the latter are
very low, and the proportion of length to width is about 15 to 10 or 12.

In the view of the west end of Howth church on p. 12, the propor-
tions of the arch, 8 feet wide and 18 feet 6 inches high, are shown, and
the character of the ancient masonry is suggested rather than brought
out. For the sake of comparison, a view of the chancel arch of Escombe
church is also given, which is 5 ft. 8 in. wide and 15 ft. high.

The masonry of the west end of Howth church is very much
weathered ; and the quoins, which were originally squared, are now
rounded and worn, and only by careful examination can the character
-of the masonry be clearly distinguished.

Chancel Arch in Escombe Church.

1The Saxon church of Merrington, Durham, had a chancel arch of simil -
tions to that at Escombe, and the western arch at Howth. ke
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Tre Trmreesta-Cexrury Deprcation 1o B.V.M. BY ArcusisEor Lukr,

A.p. 1235.

The church erected in Howth A.p. 1042, and the church on Ireland’s:
Eye maintained their independent existence until a.p. 1235 ; the latter-
was a distinet Celtic establishment, and continued as such long after-
Nitrie’s church was built at Howth. In 1179 Ireland’s Eye is mentioned
in the Bull of Pope Alexander III., and it is confirmed to Archbishop
0’Toole, including its chapel at Kilbarrack, for the endowment of the-
See of Dublin, as stated by Ussher. In 1186 Hernesius was the cleric
in charge, and up to that time the tithes of Raheny belonged to it,
but in that year Raheny was given up by Hernesius in exchange for
Kilbarrack, by an arrangement with the Abbey of St. Mary’s, Dublin,
which came into the possession of the Cistercian Order in 1189. In
1190 when Archbishop Comyn built St. Patrick’s Collegiate Church,
Howth became one of the thirteen prebends assigned to it, and the
island of Ireland’s Eye was confirmed to him by Prince John.

In a.p. 1235 an amalgamation having been decided on, a new
dedication was established at Howth, and the Church of Inis Mac
Nessan probably closed, its position being exceedingly inconvenient for
a parish church, intended to serve a portion of the mainland. Sitric’s
church, though much larger than Mac Nessan’s, was not large enough for
the purpose, and it was extended by making an arcade of three arches in
the north wall of Sitric’s church, and the formation of a north aisle
which practically doubled the size of the old church. At this time the
southern porch was added. The church is said to have been ‘ endowed »’
by the then Lord of Howth with twenty-five acres of land, and the
granting of certain rights to the vicar which are quaintly set out in
the deed, a translation of which is here given. I am indebted to Dr.
La Touche for this document, which he copied and translated from
the original deed in Lord Howth’s possession.! It is extremely
interesting, not only as showing the so-called endowment of the new
dedication, but also in the side lights it throws on the social conditions.
of the times. The undcrtaking of the Lord of Howth, under a penalty
of forty shillings, not to lay violent hands on his prelates or any clerk,
except in self-defence, is an indication that the attitude of the Baron
to the clergy was not always cordial.

! The original deed, admirably preserved, is now exhibited in the Science and Art
Museum, Dublin. A Latin text of it, copied from Alan’s Register, and so containing
a few inaccuracies, is printed in the ¢ Register of All Hallows, Dublin,” pp. 127-8.
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TrANSLATION oF DEED.

Almaricius of Howth to the Vicar of the Church of Howth.
(Cirea 1231-1240.)

“To all faithful people of Christ to whom this present deed shall
come, Almoricius of Howethe greeting in the Lord. Know all that
I have given granted and by this present deed have confirmed, for
my soul and the souls of my ancestors, to the Vicar of the Church of
Howethe, twenty-five acres of land ! of my demesne ; to hold and to have in
pure and perpetual alms; that is to say, those which lie near the stream
flowing into the sea between the church and the old Castle towards
the east, and reach from the centre of the water in length unto the
boundaries made between that land and my land towards the west, and
from the way coming from Manaloge unto the said stream of water
towards the south side, unto the sea, in width ; with all its appurtenances,
from the time when Walter de Suell was Vicar of Howethe. And in
compensation for this land the said Walter de Suell assigned to me fifteen
acres of land near my gate towards the town of Cornewaleys. Moreover
this exchange of land was made for the good of the church, with the
assent and good will of our Reverend Father the Lord Luke Archbishop
of Dublin, of Master Gentilius, parson of Howethe at that time, and of
Walter de Suell, Vicar, and was confirmed by the lord of Dublin. More-
over I and my heirs will warrant the said twenty-five acres of land to
the said Walter de Suell and his successors against all men. I have also

1T have been able to ascertain the precise position of the lands demised in this
deed. The stream referred to as forming the western boundary, is the well-known
¢ Bloody Stream,’” so called as being the scene of the battle in which Sir Almeric
Tristram, the founder of the Howth family, gained a victory over the Danes and
others on St. Lawrence’s Day, a.n. 1177. This stream discharges into the sea at
Evora Bridge, on the Dublin-road, and the plot extended from the waterfall at that
bridge, in an easterly direction, to the western gable of the present St. Lawrence
Hotel ; its eastern limit still forms the boundary between the modern townlands of
‘“Howth Demesne’ and ¢ Howth.”” The field now forms part of the demesne
directly facing, and in full view of, the entrance door of Howth Castle. The sea-
shore formed the northern boundary, but the ¢‘way coming from Manalogue,’’
described as the boundary on the south side, has long since disappeared, and there
is no trace of it or record of the name.

Fortunately the southern boundary can be otherwise determined, as the eastern and
western boundaries, before described, converge in the southerly direction to within a
few yards of each other, and so denote the southern limit. I have made a calculation
of the area of land included as above, and measuring from the Ordnance Survey Maps,
it amounts to 28 statute acres. This plot is still in one field, save the portions taken
up by the road along the sea, and the yards of the houses having a frontage thereto,
the remainder is known by the older inhabitants as the ‘“ twenty-acre field.”” Twenty
acres is the extent mentioned in many of the notices of the grant to the church, but
the original deed states twenty-five acres. The Bloody Stream was altered in its
course in A.p. 1812, when it was moved 120 yards to the west. It formerly flowed
along the site of the church erected in 1812, but was directed away from it to protect
the foundation of the new structure.
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granted that all his men and tenants shall be quit and free from all
servitude, exaction, custom and demand appertaining to me and my
heirs. And that they may have free ingress and egress through my land
and sea, and that they may have turf for their fire and pasture for their
animals, and other necessaries for themselves, as other men of the country
have, and that they may buy and sell and carry on their traffic through
the whole of my land quietly and peaceably and without any impediment.
Further, I will that the men of my land may be hired workmen in the
service of the Vicar for his own use, when he shall need them, when they
are not retained in my own service. Besides, I have granted to the said
W. de Suell for the increase of his said Vicarage (being moved thercto by
piety) one fishing boat, free and quit for ever from all custom, exaction
and demand appertaining to me and my heirs, wherever it shall land on
my land. And that all the fishermen of my land who shall enter the
same boat to fish on the sea, whether they are under engagement to him
or not, whilst they are in his service, when they shall return to land, shall
be free of all exaction and demand pertaining to me or my heirs; nor
shall I or any of my people, in my name, exact anything from them by
extortion or unjustly. But if I shall desire to have any purchase of fish
from the same, I may receive it of their own free will, and at a price at
which another may be able to make the purchase, and I shall satisfy them
of the value in the port without any difficulty or delay. Besides, I have
bound myself, as well by the acknowledgment of an oath as by my present
deed, and under a penalty of 40/-, having sworn for me and my
heirs, that never in my life will I rise up against my prelates contrary to
justice, nor in the future lay violent hands on them or any of them or
on any clerk unless in defending myself, nor will I vex them or their
men unjustly or treat them badly; and if that, I being unwilling or
not knowing it, anything of his or any of his men be made forfeit by my
men, forthwith I shall cause that to be amended according to ecclesiastical
form. And if it should happen that I in process of time in any wise
should bring anything against or abate by any ecclesiastical law this
present deed, within two months after that this shall have been proved,
the penalty of 40/- shall fall on me, to be committed by the hands of
my Prelate without any contradiction to the use of the sick men of
St. John without the new gate of Dublin, nor shall the payment of the
penalty be further delayed. ‘

“And in witness of this thing I have strengthened this present
writing by the addition of my seal. These being witnesses, Lord L(uke)
Archbishop of Dublin, Sir G(eoffrey) de Turvile, Archdeacon of Dublin,
Master T(homas) de Craville, Chancellor of Dublin, W. de Frewill, then

official of the Lord Archdeacon of Dublin, Sir Alan, then Dean of
Swords.”
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The 15 acres of land given to Lord Howth in exchange for the 25
acres were, no doubt, a possession of the church crected in the time of
Sitric; and their proximity to Lord Howth’s entrance gate would render
the 15 acres of as much value to him as the 25 acres on the margin of
his demesne. Sometime in the seventeenth century (eiree 1630) the
Lords of Howth resumed possession of these lands, but not without a
protest from the prebendary of that period; ecclesiastical affairs were
not, at that time, in a healthy condition either in Howth or many
‘adjoining parishes, a circumstance which may have seemed a sufficient
justification to the representative of the original grantor for taking
back the lands, but the 15 acres were not restored.

The church, as enlarged in a.p. 1235, remained without any altera-
tion until the end of the fourteenth, or early in the fifteenth, century.
During that period it was in charge of the following prebendaries, of
whom only two are mentioned in Mason’s list of the Prebendaries of
Howth, viz., John de Sancto Amaro and William de Beverly :—

Master GeNTILIUS, ‘¢ Parson.”

it dav B 2, {WALTER pE SveLy, ¢ Vicar.”

| (Gl o 13th}JOHN DE Sancro Amaro, ¢ Rector.” !

century,
,» A.D. 1330, Apax pE Hervynerow, ¢ Prebendary.” ?
;s A.D. 1380, ‘W pEBeverLy, “‘a Canon of Westminster.” 3
yy A.D. 1468, JorN Prant.
yy A.D. 1470, Wirnian Trecorrer, ¢ Rector.”” *

! In the ¢ Crede Mihi,”” in a record, made about A.p. 1275, of the state of the parishes
in the Diocese of Dublin, there is an entry relating to the ‘“ Church of Howthe with
Chapel of Mone (Kilbarrack), Master John de Sancto Amaro, Rector, ‘Ex callog’’’;
and in the ‘¢ Ecclesiastical Taxation of Ireland,”” A.p. 1302—6, the annual value of the
prebend of Howth is given at £13 6s. 84. (Calendar of State Papers, Ireland,
A.p. 1302-7, p. 237 : Prebend of Howth, £13 6s. 84. yearly value; £1 6s. 8d.
tenth). Richard, Lord of Howth, had a Jease of this rectory at the suppression of the
cathedral.” (See p. 64, ‘“ History of St. Patrick’s Cathedral,”” by W. Monck-Mason).

2In the Patent Rolls of Edward III., there is the following entry:—¢ A.p. 1339,
February 12th. Grant to Adam de Hervyngton of the Prebend of Howth, in the
church of St. Patrick, Dublin, in the king’s gift by reason of the late voidance of the
See of Dublin. Mandate in pursuance to the Archbishop.’”

3In the Calendar of Patent Rolls, 3rd Richard 1I., Part iii. p., 481, 7th April,
A.D. 1380, there is a record of a license for the king’s clerk, William de Beverle,
Canon of Dublin Cathedral, and Prebendary of Houthe in the same, as he is one of
the Residentiary Canons in the king’s free chapel of St. Stephen, within his palace
of Westminster, to absent himself from Ireland, notwithstanding the ordinance in the
last Parliament at Westminster, on condition that he contribute to its defence.

4 Exchequer Fines. Term 8. Mich., 10 Edw. IV., m. 33 [A.p. 1470] :—¢ Will.
Tregorrei, rector of the church of St. Mary the Virgin, of Howth, came here before
the barons of this Exchequer, 12th day of October, in this term, and made fine with
the lord the king, for contempt, in that he, on the fourth day of June last past, at
Dublin, said to Christopher Russhell, of Dublin, tailor, Hen. Lang, of same, and
others, jurors, who were sworn between the same rector and John Laralton in a plea
of debt, such words, maliciously : ¢ Ye beth all false forsworne harlotis.” Fine, 40s.””
{The original entry is in Latin, but the abusive words of his reverence are entered in
English, just as uttered. The Rector only meant that the jury ¢ were all false and
forsworn scoundrels.”” This exploit has preserved his name from oblivion).

JOUR. R.8.A.L, VOL. VL., PT, I., 5TH SER. C
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Tae CuvrcH FROM A.D. 1380 o 1470.

The absence of any architectural detailsin carved work or mouldings
is a distinct disadvantage in fixing dates. Sitric’s church was entirely
devoid of ornament. The arch of the western entrance had not even an
impost at the springing, and owing to its length it partook more of the
nature of a vault than an arch over a wall-opening. In the thirteenth-
century additions, the chiselled stone used was Somerset or other oolitic
stones, of which only a few sills and mullions remain, with part
of the head of the arch. There is, fortunately, in the chancel a very
good fourteenth-century window, before referred to. It has an equi-
lateral-headed arch, and exhibits other distinctive forms very much in
vogue during the time of Edward III., who died in a.p. 1377. There
is no record that I know of to indicate any changes in the structure
at this time; but as I have, in the course of this Paper, relied on the
evidenco presented by the building, rather than on historic documents,
the absence of written records on this point is not so material : the
stones tell their own story; the history of the past is not all contained
in printed books or manuscripts.

The reign of Edward III. was marked by considerable architectural
activity—one of his bishops, William of Wykeham, was celebrated as
an architect—and the pointed style is considered to have arrived at its
classic age about this time. In Ireland it was a turbulent and stormy
period. An Act was passed displacing all holders of office, substituting
persons of English birth, and the Viceroy, Lionel, Duke of Clarence,
banished all but these from his court in Dublin. Some time before this
(4.p. 1330) Adam de Hervyngton had been presented to Howth by the
king ; and, later on, in A.p. 1380, William Beverly, who was a Canon of
Westminster, succeeded him. It was doubtless in the period of the
occupation of the latter that the last addition to the church was com-
menced. This consisted of a longitudinal extension to the east; the
addition of A.p. 1235 having been a lateral extension of the Anglo-Saxon
Church to the north.

An enlarged chancel, measuring about 40 ft. in length and 17 ft. 10in. °
in width, was formed, which was constructed after the manner of a
private chapel, or chantry. Chantries in parish churches were fre-
quently founded at existing altars, but in this instance it was
attached to the new high altar, and eventually the whole of the south
chancel became a private chapel. The screen separating it from the
body of the church ran across the north aisle also, and access to the
rood loft was obtained by steps in the north wall, opposite where the
buttress is shown.! The space east of this, in the north aisle, formed a

! In an investigation of the kind, even what would seem to be trivial considerations
should not be disregarded. Did the buttress denote a weakness of the wall at this
point, and why should it be weak here? The rood beam rested on its top, and its
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chancel for the body of the church, and under the east window stood a
public altar, which had a statue of the B.V.M., as we learn from a
reference (cirea 1485) to ¢ Our blessed Lady that bliste (?) in the North
Church of Houth.”* There were in all three altars in this church, the
positions of each of which I have already described.

The question naturally arises : Who founded this enlarged chancel or
chantry which formed the principal eastern extension at this period ?
The very fine altar-tomb in this portion of the church, known as the
St. Lawrence tomb, supplies the answer. At this period altar or table-
tombs, with recumbent effigies, were very common.

Nicholas, Baron of Howth, is mentioned as having been a Com-
missioner of the Peace in 1381 ; he died in 1404, and was succeeded by
Christopher, who died in 1430. Though some writers are of opinion that
the tomb referred to is to the memory of Christopher, the 20th Baron,
who died in A.p. 1589, the monument exhibits all the evidence of the
early fifteenth-century period, and must be taken as referring to
Christopher, the 13th Baron. A detailed description of this tomb will
be given later on. The western panel of the structure is removable,
and gives access to the crypt below, which extends as far as the
chancel, and is the burying place of the Barons of Howth.

The curious arch of rubble masonry, which runs across the tracery
head of the east window of this chapel, is one of the evidences we
have that a croft or upper chamber in continuation of the rood loft
extended over this portion of the chancel.

The super-imposed woodwork of the floor formed a ceiling over the
chancel and a canopy over the tomb, and if it was used as a private
chapel, the choir were dispossessed. The croft over was a sort of music
gallery, and it was usual to have a small organ and a few desks for the
singers; the handrail over the beam in front contained basins and
stands for tapers; and in front of the beam the great cross or rood was
attached, before which a light was kept burning, and if the church
could afford it, this lamp was not extinguished day or night.

As to the rest of the church, the absence, at the present time, of
chiselled stone from the piers and arches gives a mean appearance to the
ruin. This effect wasnot presented when the church was complete. The
stone used for the east window is granite, one of the hardest stones and
most difficult to dress; this circumscribed its ornamental use, but the
deficiency was fully atoned for by the use of woodwork internally in the
chureh, especially for the decoration of the chancel.

thickness was curtailed and weakened by the steps forming the approach to the rood

loft. Later on it yielded, and had to be supported externally by a buttress. The

junction of the new wall with the old occurred about this place, and this may have

been a third factor of instability. This buttress, however, may have been the base of

the stairs turret, but the character of the masonry, here and at other places, has been so

changed by pinning, pointing, and spawling, that its comparative age is difficult to fix.
1 See vol. iii., 5th Series, p. 396, of this Journal, 1893.

C2
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A parish church of this size at this time would have pews, especially
in the eastern portion, but at the west end and near the doors a clear
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Plan and Elevation of Inner Door, South Porch.

space was left. It was usual for men to occupy one side of the church
and women the other, a practice still adhered to at the present day in
the churches of some denominations in rural districts, and revived in
many English churches in this century.
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Completing our survey of the church as finally enlarged, we find the
south porch had a stoup or basin for holy water, and another in the side
wall directly inside the church door; there was yet another in proximity
to the north door, which seems to have served for the western entrance as
well. There is no trace of the font; its position would have been some
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Plan and Elevation of Outer Door, South Porch.!

place west of the first pillar. There might have been a pulpit at this
period, and probably a litany desk and confessional, but the absence of
the two latter would not be unusual; the necessity for these distinctive
features had not at the time been fully recognised.

! The stones forming the arch of this doorway, as shown above, have been referred to
by a writer as ¢ an example which, combining all the simplicity of the inclined stones,
originates at once the principles of the pointed arch,’” adding that ‘¢this example is
probably later than the period in which the pointed arch was prevalent in England,
but it does not make it any the less an original example or less fit for illustration.”
(¢ Practical Geology and Ancient Architecture of Ireland,”” by George Wilkinson,
1845.) This is the only reference in the work to Howth Church. The example
referred to is of thirteenth-century date, and the stones forming the arch are worked
in as dressings, being of a different and more expensive description than the stone
of the surrounding walling. The pointed arch had been used in vaulting as early
as the tenth century, and it was in common use in the twelfth century.
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ON OGAMS, INCLUDING THREE RECENTLY DISCOVERED IN
THE COUNTY KILKENNY, AND ONE IN THE COUNTY
WATERFORD.

By tae REV. E. F. HEWSON, B.A., Ho~n. LocaL SecreTarY, Souvrn KILEENNY.

Pmmu-s the most pressing question in the matter of Ogams is this :—

Do they, or, do they not, contain Latin words ? Mr. Brash’s well-
known and learned work still holds the field as a recognised authority ;
and he appears unable to see in any ogam any Latin or Greek word,
any Christian idea or symbol, anything that is not purely pagan and
Celtic. If a cross appears inscribed on the same stone, as it doesin
several instances, it is the addition of a later age.

On the other hand, Bishop Graves of Limerick affirms, and gives as
yet unshaken evidence, that Latin words occur in the ogams here and
there; and, more decisive still, the names of persons mentioned in our
ecclesiastical records, ‘‘not merely as Christians, but as holding eminent
places in the history of the Irish Church.” If these two points be
established, there will remain no ground for dispute about the erosses.
They will readily be admitted as contemporaneous with the epitaphs.

The admission of the use of the ogam character in Christian times
would account for one thing that must have surprised every person who
has read as many as half-a-dozen ogams. It is the frequeney with which
the deceased person commemorated on the stone, is described as a swine-
herd, or the son of a swine-herd—that is, in all probability if not cer-
tainly, a slave. To readers of Sir Walter Scott, the description recalls
the figure of Gurth, the Saxon thrall, in Ivanhoe. Wearing an iron
collar as the badge of his servitude, deprived of legal rights, broken in
spirit, or else made treacherous and vindictive by the contempt in whieh
he was held, by the hard fare, the hard words, and the hard blows; one
could scarcely expect that any large proportion of these monuments would
be erected to such as he. Once, however, admit that these swine-herds
may have been Christians ; and, if so, then possibly even fathers and
pioneers of Christianity in a country still largely pagan ; and this puts a
new face on the matter. The Christian congregations formed by St.
Paul contained numbers of slaves ; and it was one main part of his teach-
ing that a common Christianity breaks down the barrier between “ bond
and free.” The name of Onesimus, one of these slave disciples of St.
Paul, has come down to us with the record that he was to the apostle as
“ason” and a “brother beloved.” To come nearer to the point in

question: St. Patrick the apostle of Ireland was a swine-herd and a
slave,
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A good many years ago Sir Samuel Ferguson made a suggestion which
points in the same direction. He had observed indications that the early
Christians in Gaul were called ‘‘ Swine,” either by their heathen neigh-
bours in dislike and contempt, or else by themselves in pious humility,
as though they thought themselves unworthy to be called sheep of the
flock of Christ. Much may not be built upon this; but if it applies to
the Irish ogams, then the swine-herd of the ogam would be not merely a
Christian but a clergyman.

The matter remains in obscurity, but whatever may be the explana-
tion I have said enough to show the importance of the question whether
the ogam character was used in Christian times, or, which comes to the
same thing, whether the inseriptions contain Latin. If they do, as the
Bishop contends, contain not only Latin, but the names of Christians
eminent in our ecclesiastical annals, then the fact has a most important
bearing on the correct reading and interpretation of ogams. It makes a
great difference indeed if a man mistakes the Irish he is reading for
Latin, or, vice versa, the Latin for Irish ; and therefore before we go much
further in the reading of these inscriptions it ought to be decided whether
the Latin, and the Christian ideas generally which accompany it are ad-
missible : whether in short the Bishop of Limerick has proved his point.
Once admit that, and a fresh impetus would be given to the discovery
and correct reading of more ogams, and new light thrown upon our
early ecclesiastical history.

Several years ago three articles by the Bishop appeared in Herma-
thena, a very learned publication indeed, devoted to the discussion of
various very abstruse subjects.! The greater part of Hermathena I found
utterly beyond the comprehension of my rustic intelligence; and these
articles on ogams, although level enough to the most ordinary under-
standing, are, for a different reason, beyond the reach of the general
public. This reason is that the circulation of Hermathena, in which they
appear, is limited to a small number of copies, printed at the University
Press, and circulated privately ; although the articles may be read at the
public libraries. Their scarcity and difficulty of access, together with the
value of what they contain, is my excuse for making some extracts.

Leaving out of account Welsh and Scotch Ogams, from a study of
which however he claims like results, Bishop Graves confines himself to
Irish ogams, and he instances about nine cases in which he makes little
doubt of the presence of Latin. Not improbably the number might be
found much greater if the inscriptions were less injured and correctly
transeribed. He thinks the letter ‘‘¥”’ is made to stand for FiLvs;
the letters ““ a.~.mM.” for anma; and ““FEcT ” or ‘“ FECI” after the name
of a man, for ¢ ¥EcIT,” as it might after the name of the stone-cutter of
a modern epitaph.

1 Vol. ii., p. 443 ; vol. iii., p. 208 ; and vol. vi., p. 241.
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I can best, perhaps, convey an idea of the divergence of opinion
between Mr. Brash and his school on the one side, and the Bishop on
the other, by the following instance :—Upon a stone at Kinnaird East,
county Kerry, the Bishop and Mr. Brash both read ¢¢ manrant.” There
is no difference between them as to the letters. But the Bishop under-
stands by that the genitive case of the familiar Latin name Marianus
borne by several well-known Irishmen. Marianus Scotus, for instance,
Abbot of Ratisbon in the eleventh century, Marianus Gormanus, or
Gorman, abbot of Louth, in the twelfth. Mr. Brash, taking the word for
Irish, translates it ‘the field plain or land of Rian,” O’'Ryan’s country,
while the Bishop argues further, on philological grounds, that it could not
be that. It happens that there is inscribed on the stone a cross within a
square. This the Bishop takes for the Christian symbol. Mr. Brash
takes it for a map of the said O’Ryan’s country.

In like manner what they both read ¢ sagerrrarr,” the Bishop takes
for the genitive (badly spelled) of sacrTarIvUs, either a Latin proper name
or the Latin for an archer. Mr. Brash, on the other hand, in agreement
with his theory, sces only Irish, and translates accordingly. While the
Bishop contends that his own Latin is good Latin; Mr. Brash’s Irish is
bad Irish.

I have myself scen and transcribed with all the care I could, having
the various readings before me, one of thesc stones of which the Bishop
claims that it contains Latin. I think the reading is ‘ AFINES AGRA-
coNea.”” I do not know whether any one will contend that this is Irish.
To very many it will scem badly spelled Latin. In the matter of spelling
we are not to expect in these ogams classical aceuracy. In the Glossary
of King Cormac and in the Brehon Laws, as Bishop Graves has pointed
out, the Latin spelling is quite as rude, at least, as in what he takes to
be Latin in these ogams. The stone I speak of is one of several bya well
near Stradbally in the county Watcrford, known as the Ballyvooney
ogams. They arc about half-a-mile from the ruins of the monastery, or
ecclesiastical establishment of some sort, at Ballyvooney. The inscription
‘“ AFINES AGRACOLINEA” may mark this one (the Bishop suggests) as the
boundary stone of the land of a man with the Latin name Agricola.
It is not easy to get over the idea that it contains Latin.

The last instance which I shall extract is this ¢ cARE pATTAIR UDI”
which the Bishop takes as bad spelling for  care pater audi ”—Dear
Father hear.

It once the presence of Latin be admitted, the way is made easier
for the admission of the Bishop’s sccond claim, to have identified the
persons commemorated on the stones with historical Christian personages.
My object is to send my readers to the articles in Hermathena themselves,
and I shall give but one instance. On a stone at Ballysteenig, near
pmgle, Co. Kerry, occurs the name * Moinenn,” whom the Bishop
identifies with the uncle of the great Saint Brendan of Clonfert. He
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was attached by St. Brendan, as Bishop, to the Monastery of Clonfert, and
is named as Bishop of Clonfert in the Felire and in the Martyrologies,
being commemorated on March 1st. He died A.p. 572. In the list of
bishops given in the Book of Leinster there is but one Moinenn.

These ideas ought to give a new impetus to the study of Ogams.
That a large number remain to be discovered I have not the slightest
doubt. They lie buried in raths and tumuli, built into the walls of old
churches and castles, buried in the clay of ancient graveyards. Kilkenny
is too far inland to be expected to contain many ; and for 600 years, since
the Anglo-Norman Conquest, the stone-mason has been very busy here,
as is evidenced by our noble ruins. The stone-mason, more than the
farmer, is the natural enemy of the ogam. In utter disregard of the
inscribed letters, his eye gladdens at the proportions of the stone; and
his hammer falls in the squaring and the fitting. Even, however, in
Kilkenny I have to record the recent discovery of three ogams.

No. 1 is at Legan Castle, a ruin about a mile and a half from
Thomastown, beside the old disused coach road between Thomastown
and Kilkenny, and close outside Lord Carrick’s demesne, Mount Juliet.
It was one of perhaps a score of castles in Kilkenny, Tipperary, and
other counties, which belonged to the once powerful family of Grace,
descended from Raymond le Gros, one of the most distinguished early
Anglo-Norman conquerors, and brother-in-law to Strongbow. A volu-
minous account of the family, with numerous illustrations, will be found
in ¢ Memoirs of the Family of Grace,”” by Sheffield Grace, London, 1823.
They were barons of Courtstown and lords of the cantred of Grace’s
Conntry in Kilkenny. A junior branch were owners of this castle at
Legan, of another at Ballylinch, the ruins of which remain within the
demesne of Mount Juliet, and of Carney Castle, near Nenagh, in Tippe-
rary. Sketches of these three castles may be found in ‘¢ Notitia
Historica,” by Nicholas Harris Nicolas of the Inner Temple, a publica-
tion which I found bound up with the Grace Memoirs. It preserves
also Latin epitaphs to four members of the family, which once stood
in Jerpoint Abbey, but of which there remains now but one fragment
built into the west gable, and consisting of some metrical lines.

At one corner of Legan Castle there was till lately a very large
quoin stone, the lower end sunk in the ground, its upper part about five
feet above the ground. Of this stone I was told on the spot the following
tradition :— When the castle was about to be built and its site was being
chosen the stone stood in the way, fixed upright in the ground—a legan
or pillar stone. An assistant said to the architect, ¢ Itis a fine legan’’;
and the other said, ¢ Let it stand, and we shall name the castle after it.”
The castle was accordingly so built, that without the removal of the
stone it served as a quoin. The dialogue between the architect and his
assistant has been preserved in the Irish language, the only Irish words
I have heard in the county during a residence of many years; and the
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castle appears to have been invariably called—as named by the architect
after the stone—Legan Castle.

About sixtecn years ago a storm blew down part of the castle; and
about 1887 Holohan, the farmer in whose yard it stands, in clearing
away the fallen material, exposed to view an ogam inseription on the
legan, which had been concealed in the masonry. It remained unnoticed
until 1891, when Mr. John Moore, of Columbkille,' reported the matter
to me, and I made a rough sketch, a transcript, and a mould, which
I immediately sent to the Bishop of Limerick.

The stone now lies in the farm-yard by the castle. It measures
about 6 feet 5 inches in length. Its base 22 inches by 17, and its top
17 inches square. The inseription is rudely cut upon a rugged surface.
It begins 25 inches from the base and runs up the left-hand angle and
over the top, where, however, it is much injured. Near the top is a
plain Latin cross, but there is considerable appearance of its being of
later date than the ogam.

Nos. 2 and 3 are at Lamogue. This is a place little known, about
half-way between Ballyhale Station on the Waterford and Central Ireland
Railway and Carrick-on-Suir: six or seven miles from either. It lies
a little south of the direct road between the villages of Kilmoganny
and Windgap, a mile and a half or two miles from either. Itis a mere
rural townland, with a grave-yard. All that remains of the church is a
small featureless piece of one wall, and, by encroachments of the
adjoining field, this bit of wall of the chureh has become part of the wall
of the grave-yard as well. So the farmer told me—bones, he said,
having been frequently turned up in the field. Near the centre of the
grave-yard one cannot fail to notice a large sandstone boulder set up on
end to mark a modern grave, with an ogam inseription in a bold hand.
The stone measures about 4 feet 9 inches in height, and 2 feet 3 inches
in breadth at the base, tapering to about 15 inches at the top. Its
thickness is about 12 inches. The inscription begins on the left-hand
angle, 27 inches from the base, and runs upward to the top, where it is
broken sharply off at the third score of the eighth letter, leaving it
doubtful whether the letter is complete. The inscription continues
downward along the right-hand angle, a good deal being lost in the

1 )J r. John Moore descrves here a short notice. A working farmer, he has never,
I believe, been a member of any archxological society, but he is, nevertheless, a most
enthusiastic antiquarian, and is the discoverer of the Claragh as well as of the Legan
ogum. His interest began with the foundation of this Society, and for many years,
till disabled by age, he devoted one month in the year to antiquarian research.
Leaving home he traversed the country on foot, examining every old church, and rath,
and castle—every stone that might possibly be a cromlech or an ogam, or have any
antiquarian interest whatever. Ie extended his walks into neighbouring counties,
and is said to know every big stone on the Blackstairs and Mount Leinster ranges as
far as the borders of Wicklow. He regularly supplied the late Rev. James Graves
with information, and his services to archaology in that way cannot now be estimated.
He is an intellectual man, with unusual charm of manner, and lives in the past.
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middle by the injury to the top of the stone. What remains is
distinet.
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No 3 is another sandstone boulder lying flat on the ground some five
or six yards from No. 2. It measures 4 feet 5 inches in extreme length,
16 or 17 inches in width, and 7 inches in thickness. The inscription
begins on the left-hand angle, about 19 inches from the base, runs over
the top and down the right-hand angle, ending nearly opposite where it
began. At the top of the left angle is the eighth letter 44+, and
very close to its fifth score, almost rumming into it is a consonantal
score not so deep as the others on the stome, but still distinet. It lies
so close to the letter before it as to suggest the idea that it was
intended to correct a mistake by cutting out the fifth vowel score and
so to change the preceding letter from 1 into B, I read—

It is noticeable that along the top angle of the stone there are three
gaps, each large enough to contain about five scores. I could see no
trace of scores in these gaps, but if any were originally there, they
were probably above the stem lines where the surface is uneven, rather
than below it where the surface is smooth and level.

These two stones and their markings have been for half a century
well known to the rustics living near. Comerford, an intelligent farmer,
told me that he and his neighbours had known them from childhood, but
he had always taken the inscription for scratches made by the plough.

In 1891 the Lamogue ogams came under the notice of Mr. Cummins,
master of the National School at Desert, then of Mr. Shelley of Callan,
who sent me two sketches. Lamogue is nineteen miles by car from
Gowran, where I live; but in September of that year I made moulds
which I sent to the Bishop of Limerick.

It may save some antiquarian the loss of some hours of valuable time if
I mention an ogam which was reported to me as being in the grave-yard
of the chapel at Windgap. I found a very long inscription beautifully
cut, after the manner of a printed ogam, in very small ogam consonants,
without any vowels, upon the face of a modern tombstone. It makes no
sense whatever; and a man was brought to me who said it was cut fifty
years ago by his father. The father had apparently copied, without
understanding them, the occult characters he had seen at Lamogue, and
probably, too, in print.

No. 4 is in the townland of Garraun, about three miles from
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Kilmacthomas, in the county of Waterford, on the road to Dungarvan.
It is on the property of the Duchess of St. Alban’s, and the farm was lately
occupied by Mr. Picrce Casey; in the autumn of 1890 when I was there,
by the Land Corporation. I am explicit in these details on account of
the difficulty and loss of time I have experienced in finding well-known
ogams. On a rising ground, about 400 yards from the farm house, is a
killeen, within which is the foundation of a very small church, said by
the country people to be ““the second oldest church in Rome,”” by which
I suppose is meant the Roman jurisdiction or obedience. Close outside
the killecn is a tall pillar stone over seven feet high, usually kept white-
washed out of reverence, and said to mark the grave of a Bishop.
Conspicuous from either the road or the railway, both of which are close
by, it is the best guide to the spot. It bears an ogam inscription very -
much worn by weuther and the rubbing of cattle, and long known to
antiquarians; for which reason I shall not further mention it. My
business is with a big boulder lying on its side, about five yards distant.
This boulder measures 8 feet 2 inches in length, varies from 33 to 12
inches in width, and is of a nearly uniform depth of 13 or 14 inches.
It was sunk in the ground by its own weight, but Miss Fairholme, of
Comeragh, had it turned over in my presence by a number of navvies ;
and then there appcared a faint ogam inscription. It appeared uninjured,
except by the uniform wear of the weather during the time it had stood
upright, and seems to have consisted originally of a single word. The
men dug where the stone had lain to the depth of about eighteen
inches, and found burnt and blackened earth and pieces of charcoal of
the size of a marble. I sent a mould to the Bishop of Limerick, and
give the following transeript :—

frme e

E L A G I
or

frssrs ff e

E L A NG E

I have given alternative readings because I am not sure whether the
eleventh score is part of the following vowel or of the preceding conso-
nant ; but I rather think the former. A deep mark at the end is, I
think, a natural indentation,
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THE BATTLE OF BENBURB.
By e Rev. W. T. LATIMER, B.A., Hox. LocAL SECrRETARY FOR East TYRONE.

IT seems exceedingly strange that almost every historian who has

written of Owen Roe O’Neill’s great victory, is astray, with regard
to the position of the battle-field. Collier has placed Benburb in county
Armagh. Wright evidently knew that this village was in Tyrone, but he
has erred in stating that Monro marched as far as Glasslough, which he
strangely imagines to be near Benburb, on the Armagh side of the river.
But, dismissing narrators such as Wright, who tries to teach geography
without consulting an atlas, we have a large number of painstaking and
accurate historians who place the battlefield on the west bank of the Oona,
beside where that river falls into the Blackwater. And even if we
go further back, and consult the narratives of those who themselves took
part in the engagement, we find much confusion and inconsistency. It is
therefore only by carefully comparing one account with another, and by
repeated examinations of the ground itself, that it is possible to deter-
mine the position of the battle-field with anything like absolute certainty.
Living in the immediate neighbourhood, I have made this question a
particular study, and I now give the results to the Royal Society of
Antiquaries.

In the Summer of 1646, Owen Roe O’Neill,! with about 5000 foot and
1500 horse, made a descent upon Ulster. General Robert Monro, with
an army fully as numerous, took the field to oppose him, and, on the 4th
of June, marched to Hamilton’s Bawn, in the county of Armagh.
Colonel George Monro, nephew of the General, at the head of a strong
detachment, was coming from Coleraine to join the main body; while
O’Neill, stationed at Benburb, lay between these two divisions of the
British army. General Monro, fearing lest his kinsman might be over-
whelmed by superior forces on his march, determined to offer battle to
the Irish, and, on the morning of the 5th of June, 1646, advanced from
Hamilton’s Bawn to the neighbourhood of Benburb.? From a ridge of
rugged hills that rise above Maydown, on the Armagh side of the river,
he was enabled to view the enemy’s position. O’Neill held both the
bridge and the ford, and the ford was defended by the old castle, which

1 Historians are about equally divided as to whether Owen Roe O’Neill was the
grandson or great grandson of Matthew, Baron of Dungannon. Many think the balance
of probability is in favour of the latter assumption, since Art McBaron and his wife
were 50 very old in 1609, when Owen Roe was very young, that they could hardly be
Lis parents. But, on the other hand, O’Mellon, who ought to know, calls him Owen
MecArt, the son of Fedoragh (Matthew).

2 Monro’s Dispatch. 0’Neill’s Journal.
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stood majestically on the summit of a cliff, 100 feet high, overhanging'its
base, which was washed by the waters of the rapid river. Monro, seeing
that it would be hazardous to attempt crossing, under such difficulties,
marched towards Caledon, toiling for six long Irish miles over pathless
bramble-covered hills, and through the intervening bogs, bringing his
cannons and baggage, with immense difficulty, and rendering his troops
so fatigued,! by this toilsome journey, that, afterwards, they were really
unable to encounter their enemies. Near Caledon, Monro succeeded in
crossing the Blackwater, without opposition. Leaving his baggage there
with about 1500 men, he marched back, along the Tyrone bank of
the river, over hills and through fearful quagmires, towards O’Neill’s
position. Meanwhile, the Irish leader had left Benburb, and advanced
leisurely to meet the advancing Scots. About a mile from the castle,” on

ONE MILE

Battle of Benburb. Plan showing position of opposing forces, as represented
by different writers.

NOQ3TVD O1

the slope of a scroggy hill,® named Drumflugh,* he took up his position
(see No. 6 on plan), and determined, in this place of advantage,
to await his enemy, whom he beheld still toiling along on the Armagh
side of the river.® Here O’Neill drew up his men, with the Black-
water on his left, and certainly not on his right, as stated by Carte,
and all the historians that have followed him, for, in this case, his rere
would have been towards the attacking army. Probably Carte may have
misunderstood Monro’s somewhat ambiguous statement that the Black-
water was on ‘‘the right,” meaning his own right, and thus fell into

! ¢ British Officer.”” Declaration of Scottish Army in Ireland.

% ¢« British Officer.”” Rinuccini.

3 Aphorismical Discovery.

¢ O’Mellon’s MS. 0O’Mellon was a friar in the Brantry Religious House, situated -
less thg.u four miles from Drumflugh. Consequently he was well acquainted with the
ground.

5 0’Neill’s Journal.
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an error that has been often copied. Meanwhile, O’Neill sent a
detachment, under O’Ferrell to render Monro’s advance as difficult as
possible. This detachment was soon supported by reinforcements so large
that the party amounted in all to nearly 2000 men.

Monro had marched about three miles from Caledon, when he was
confronted by these Irish troops. But he succeeded, by means of his
cannons, in driving them back fully a mile and a half,' to Drumflugh,
where the main body was stationed. The Scottish General now took up
his position on a gently rising eminence (No. 5), opposite the rugged
ridge of Drumflugh, having the Blackwater on his right,? and a ¢ marrish
bog” on his left, with a ‘“bottom ' between the opposing armies.
Monro opened a very ineffectual fire with his cannons,* and the enemy
replied. Thus the conflict continued for some hours, without much loss
on either side. Late in the evening, after the sun had ceased to shine
brightly in the eyes of the Irish, they made a general charge, with both
horse and foot. Monro ordered a squadron of cavalry to meet his
assailants,® before they could reach his foot. But these horsemen were
generally Irish, under British officers. Failing to repulse the enemy,
they became disorderly, and retreated through the foot, making room for
the enemy’s horse to follow and attack the Scottish infantry, whose pike-
men were armed with weapons much shorter than those possessed by the
Irish. The Scots, moreover, were fatigued, while their enemies were
fresh. TFor a short time, the conflict was maintained with determination,
but the vigour and enthusiasm of the Irish overcame the opposition
of their encmies, who were soon compelled to retreat. At this critical
moment, a party that had been sent by O’Neill to prevent Colonel George
Monro from joining the General, returned from the neighbourhood of
Dungannon, having failed to prevent the Colonel from making a safe
retreat. The arrival of this detachment enabled O’Neill to effectually
turn the left wing of the Scots, who had been already driven backwards,
and by this movement, not only deprived of the protection afforded by
the bog on their left, but brought right into the front of the party
returning from Dungannon.

The greater part of the British were now driven down the gently
sloping hill, from Derrycreevey to where the Battleford Bridge now spans
the Blackwater. Thistle Hill, steep and impassable, was before them, the
Irish behind, and on their right, as they fled; while, to the left, was the
river, dark and deep, even in Summer. Into this river the fugitives,
horse and foot, were driven, in one surging mass. The waters rose high
above those struggling in the stream for life. Yet the Scots pressed
madly onwards, rushing in upon the dead and dying. At last, it was
possible to cross the river by walking on the bodies of the dead, and thus

1 Relation of the Fight. 2 Monro’s Dispatch. 3 ¢ British Officer.”
4 ¢¢ British Officer.”’ 5 Monro’s Dispatch.



. 32 ROYAL SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES OF IRELAND.

a portion of the defeated army succeeded in escaping. The wounded,
who lay helpless on the battlefield, were slain by the enemy.! The dead
were afterwards stripped, so that there was a ““multitude of corps starke
naked like a great hearde of small cattle afar off.”’?

Some fugitives from the defeated army seem to have succeeded in
passing between Thistle Hill and the detachment who had turned their
left. Making for Caledon, many of them, it is said, were drowned in
Knocknacloy Lough.> This is exceedingly probable, as a marsh between
the Blackwater and the Lough would impede their flight, while the
cavalry, returning from Dungannon, would prevent their retreat in the
direction of Brantry, north of the lough. Caught as in a net, most of
these fugitives must have perished.

Different estimates have been formed of the British loss. Monro puts
it down at 500, the ¢ British Officer’’ at about 1900, and the Nuncio at
over 3000; probably the truth lay somewhere near the second of these
estimates. Monro himself escaped with difficulty, leaving behind his
hat and wig. Lord Montgomery of Ardes was taken prisoner. Sir
James Montgomery’s regiment alone retreated in order. O’Neill
followed the Scots in their flight for some distance, but the darkness of
night soon put an end to his pursuit. The Irish admitted a loss of only
70 killed and 200 wounded. They captured 1500 horses and two
months’ provisions for the Scottish army.

O’Neill then marched to Tanderagee, which he was about to attack,
when he was requested by the Nuncio to proceed south, in order to
counteract the influence of the party who had made peace with King
Charles. The Irish General obeyed, and marching to Kilkenny, threw
away all the fruits of his victory.

There are three different theories with regard to the pos1t10n of the
contending armies in this engagement :—

(1) The opinion of historians generally that Monro (No. 1 on
plan) and O’Neill (No. 2) were both on the west bank of the Oona.
Against this supposition is Monro’s assertion that the Blackwater (and
not the Oona) was on his right, and also O’Mellon’s statement that many
of the retreating Scots were drowned in Knocknacloy Lough, which
would have been impossible, according to this theory, as that lough is
almost directly behind where the wvictorious army is supposed to have
been stationed. Besides, in this position, the setting sun would not
have shone in the faces of the Irish, and Monro could not possibly have
seen their cavalry, when returning from Dungannon, as stated by
O’Neill,

(2) The theory, advocated by Davis in the appendix to his poems,
that Monro (No. 3), stationed on the west bank of the Oona, engaged
O’Neill (No. 4), stationed on Thistle Hill, which rises abruptly from the

1 0’Mellon’s MS. ? Aphorismical Discovery. 3 0’Mellon’s MS.
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opposite or eastern hank. Against this supposition is the ¢ British
Officer’s” statement that there was a ““ bottom ” between the two armies,
and also Monro’s assertion that he had a bog on his left. If the theory
of Davis were correct, then there would have been a river between the
armies, and a sand hill on Monro’s left.

Against both of these theories is the fact, that Knocknacloy Hill, on
the west bank of the Oona, is 23 miles from Benburb, while the ¢ British
Officer” states that O’Neill took up his position one mile from that village.
This statement is corroborated by Rinuccini, who mentions two camps,
¢t g mile’s distance from each other, at a place called Benburb,” and still
more positively by O’Mellon, who states that the armies met at Drum-
flugh, which is almost exactly a mile from the village in question,
Besides, no balls, bones, or other relics of a battle have been found west
of the Oona, and there is no tradition of an engagement having been
ever fought in that locality.

(8) There now remains the theory advocated in this paper, which
places O’Neill on Drumflugh Hill (fig. 6), and Monro on the opposite
acclivity (fig. 5). In favour of this opinion are the traditions of the
people, the positive statements of O’Mellon and the ¢ British Officer,”” and
the corroborative account of Rinuccini. Between the Battleford Bridge
and Drumflugh immense numbers of gun balls and some human
skeletons have been turned up; and the place where Monro’s defeated
army crossed the river is still known as the ¢ Battle Ford.” Besides, I
do not think that any other engagement was fought on this ground.
Certainly the conflict of 1597 was north-east of Drumflugh, between
Tobermason and Portmore (Blackwatertown).

Taking all these circumstances into consideration, I have no doubt
but Monro was driven backwards from the rising ground west of Drum-
flugh. At Derrycreevey, his left flank was turned, and the great body
of his troops driven into the Blackwater, where now stands the Battle-
ford Bridge.

[I have to return my best thanks to Mr. R. Young, 1. »., c.E., for
his assistance, and to Dr. Sommerville and Mr. J. Salmon, for some
valuable extracts bearing on the question.]

JOUR. R.8.A.I., VOL, VI., PT. I., 5TH SFR. D
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ORIGINS OF PREHISTORIC ORNAMENT IN IRELAND.

By GEORGE COFFEY, A.1.B., M.R.I.A., FerLow.
(Continued from page 211, Vol. V., 1895.)

VIIL.

IF we except certain legends of invasions or colonizations preserved

in the ancient manuseripts of Ireland, it is not possible to bring
forward evidence from literary sources of intercourse between Scandi-
navia and Great Britain and Ireland in remote ages. We must rely,
therefore, on archmological evidence. Fortunately the latter issufficient.
It is necessary that this should be made clear before we resume the story
of the patterns. Professor Montelius has collected a considerable body
of evidence on the connexion between Scandinavia and the west of
Europe in pre-historic times.! Objects of recognised western types
found in Denmark and Sweden, but rare in those countries, must, he
considers, be regarded as of foreign origin, and as evidence of early
relations with the West. Evidence of this class remounts to the close
of the Stone Age.

For the Stone Age he refers to certain forms of conical buttons, arm
guards, and sepulchral vessels known as ‘“drinking cups’; also
chambered barrows with holed entrance stones. Some or all of these
types are found in England, Scotland, and Ireland, and on the Continent
they can be traced from the north-west as far south as the Spanish
peninsula, ,

It is worthy of note that the drinking-cup type, numerous examples
of which have been found in England and Scotland, is, if not absent,
excessively rare in Ireland. As far as I can learn no certain example
is recorded.? In Ireland it is replaced by the low bowl-shaped vessels
so frequently associated with unburnt interments—a type not repre-
sented in England or Scotland.

The drinking cup may reach back to the close of the Stone Age in
Britain, as its association with unburnt interments would seem to

! “Verbindungen zwischen Skandinavien und dem westlichen Europa vor Christi
Geburt.”’—drchiv fiir Anthropologie, vol. xix.
. *Anum of the ‘“drinking cup’” type is figured from Grey Abbey, county Down,
in the Dublin Penny Journal, 1832, p. 108. But from the thickness of the lip, and
ornament on inside of lip, I suspect that the drawing is not correct, and that the
original was not a drinking-cup. The two other urns in the same cut are apparently
the urns from Grey Abbey, illustrated in the Ulster Journal, vol. ix., pl. 1., one of
which is very incorrectly drawn in the Dublin Penny Journal.
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indicate, but that mode of burial continued in use side by side with
cremation, and many of the drinking cups belong to the Bronze
period.!

The geographical distribution of this type of vessel in Britain is
interesting. They are found most frequently in the south of England,
chiefly in Wiltshire, and become rare as we proceed northward. In
Yorkshire they are heavier and coarser, and in Scotland the majority
are still heavier and coarser, and show modification of type pointing to
debasement. They have been rarely found north of the Moray Frith.
As already stated, they are not found in Ireland. They are, however,
numerous in the Channel Islands; and, as they are rare in Scandinavia,
their numerical distribution in Britain points across the Channel rather
than to the north.?

In the Bronze Age the evidence points more definitely to Britain and
Ireland. Montelius figures examples of celts from Scandinavian finds
which will be readily recognised as British and Irish types. He refers
also to certain round bronze shields, ornamented with bands and bosses,
several examples of which have been found in England, Scotland, and
Ireland, and which he regards as British and Irish types. Further, two
gold lunette-shaped ornaments found in Finen show, he considers,
marked Irish influence. Concerning them he writes :—¢ Gold ornaments
like these have not been discovered elsewhere in Scandinavia, while a
ereat number of similar ornaments have been found in the British
Islands, especially in Ireland, whose wealth of gold in the Bronze Age
is amazing.””®

In fact, much of the prehistoric gold found in Scandinavia, Montelius
believes to be of Irish origin. On the general question the following
extract will be of interest to Irish readers :(—

¢ As certain of the gold objects found in Denmark have been intro-
duced demonstrably from the British Islands, probably from Ireland, the
thought is obvious—Is not a great part of the other gold objects found
in Southern Scandinavia also of Irish origin, and of the Bronze Age
there? That most of these objects were made here in Scandinavia is at
any rate clear, because they represent types found here alone, and it is
even possible that in that age a small number of them were made of
native gold, But the many finds preserved to the present day are
evidence that the use of gold here, even in the Bronze Age, was so
general that the native output could scarcely have sufficed for the entire
demand. Thus there is a basis for the theory that a great part of this
gold was imported, here to be worked or reworked, and we may suppose

1 Thurnam’s ‘¢ British Barrows.”’—AdrcAzologia, vol. xliii., p. 389.

2 Jbid., pp. 389-91.

3 Montelius, loc. cit., p. 9. A plain gold lunette, in the Copenhagen Museum, is
stated by Wilde togreatly resemble No. 12 in the Academy’s collection, ‘¢ both in size
and absence of ornament.’’—¢¢ Catalogue,”’” p. 13.

D2
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with a certain justification that the country whence at least a part of
the imported gold has come is Ireland. For this island during the
Bronze Age was one of the lands of Europe richest in gold.””!

Montelius then proceeds to comsider in this light the results of
analyses of Scandinavian gold antiquities. They yield—gold, 81 to 87
per cent. ; silver, 12 to 19 per cent., with a trace of platinum. It has
been inferred from the presence of platinum that the gold was possibly
brought from the Ural Mountains. But apart from the improbability of
that being the source, on account of the distanece of the Ural range and
the absence of evidence of intercourse with that district, the assumption
is negatived by the fact that the gold of the Ural Mountains does not
contain platinum.? Comparing the analyses of the gold from Scandi-
navian finds with those of Irish finds, they are found to be in substantial
agreement. The figures for the latter are—gold, 76 to 89 per cent.;
silver, 11 to 24 per cent. Asregards the presence of a trace of platinum
in the Scandinavian analyses, Montelius draws attention to the fact
that small quantities of platinum are found in all ¢“ gold-sand,” including
Irish.®

Evidence of an inverse flow of trade southward from Scandinavia
depends mainly on the amber finds in the Bronze Age graves of Central
and South-eastern Europe. Amber is abundant in the Stone Age finds
of Scandinavia, but is notably absent in those of the Bronze Age. This
is explained by a great increase in the exportation of amber in the latter
period. The surprising wealth of the Danish and Swedish lands in
metals ean only be accounted for by commerce. Denmark contains
neither copper, tin, nor gold, and the copper mines of Sweden and
Norway were unknown till far into the Middle Ages.t The resources of
Scandinavia in amber—a substance so highly prized in antiquity—were,
however, comparable to the possession of gold mines by other countries.
Worsaae suggests that, in addition to the barter of furs and cattle, the
development of agriculture in the lands bordering on the Baltie, and the
prosperity thus produced, had also a share in facilitating the acquisition
of foreign metals.® It may be added that a traffic in slaves should not
be overlooked. We know that it furnished one of the higher units of
value in the primitive currency systems of Europe.

! Montelius, loc. cit., p. 10.

% This statement is surprising, the Urals being one of the chief localities for
platinum. Possibly it has not been sufficiently looked for in the gold. }

3 The analyses of seven specimens from ancient gold objects found in Ireland
yielded—gold, 71-54, 79-48, 81-10, 85-62, 86-72, 88-64, 88-72; silver (corresponding
figures), 2367, 18-01, 12:18,12-79, 12-14, 11-05, 1002 : Mallet, Transactions, R.I.A.,
vol. xxii., p. 815. The standards of these specimens are below that of analysed speci-
mens of native Irish gold (which yield from 6 to 8 per cent. of silver); the alloys
appear, therefore, to be artificial, and the result of the comparison is, I think, nega-
tive. The positive evidence rests on the type relations, and is undoubtedly strong.

¢ Worsaae—“ Industrial Arts of Denmark,’”’ p. 44. Montelius—¢ Les Temps
Préhistoriques en Sudde,’”” p. 69.

® ¢ Industrial Arts of Denmark,”” p. 46.



ORIGINS OF PREHISTORIC ORNAMENT IN IRELAND. 37

The southern trade is thus amply accounted for on both sides.

Evidence for an amber trade with Britain and Ireland is not so clear.
The fact that amber has been found in not inconsiderable quantities on
the east coast of Britain introduces a disturbing element.! We have, as
Sir John Evans says, no means of judging how far the amber ornaments
of the Bronze Age found in Britain are of native manufacture.?

In Ireland amber beads have been frequently found, chiefly in bogs,
but occasionally in crannoges and tumuli. The museum of the Royal
Irish Academy is particularly rich in amber beads, a large number of
which have been acquired since the publication of Wilde’s Catalogue.®
Unfortunately in very few cases are any particulars known as to the
circum stances of their finding. The great majority of the beads are of
globular form, somewhat flattencd on the perforated sides, and range
from a fraction of an inch to nearly three inches in diameter. Some are
more or less ‘“ bugle *’ shaped; and several partake of an annular form,
with a se condary perforation from side to side along the diameter of the
bead, and at right angles to the principal perforation. Unworked pieces
of amber, pierced as beads, are also found in Ireland. They are not
unlike some of the crude amber beads found in Scandinavian Stone Age
graves, but are similar likewise to unworked amber beads found in
Anglo- Saxon graves in England.* It is impossible, in the absence of
more precise data, to say to what period amber beads may go back in
Ircland; but in a large number of instances the advanced state of the
decomposition of the surface of the amber points to an early period.
Amber beads found in a Bronze Age hoard near Forfar, Scotland, are
described by Dr. Anderson in words which closely describe the form and
condition of many of the beads in the Academy’s collection, including a
fine set of thirty-five graduated beads, from three-eighths of an inch to
two inches in diameter. Me writes :—* Besides these ornaments of
bronze and gold there was a necklace of thirty-two beads, of which
twenty-eight were of amber and five of jet or albertite. The amber
beads are chiefly of globular shape, more or less compressed, and with
flattened sides. The perforations are large in comparison to the diameter
of the bead. Through long burial in the soil, the surface is emcrusted
with an opaque clayey deposit, and the amber has darkened comsider-
ably, the interior of the broken beads showing a rich dark-red colour,
very rarvely seen, unless under similar circumstances.” He adds—
¢ Amber beads are frequently found in Brituin in association with Bronze

10n the coasts of Aberdeenshire, Yorkshire, and Norfolk. Amber (both yellow and
red) is washed out of the cliff at Cromer, Norfolk, where Sir Thomas Browne tclls us
(1668) ‘“pieces of a pound weight’’ were sometimes met with. Pieces exceeding
Lalf that weight are now rare. Thurnam’s ¢ British Barrows,”” p. 508.

2 « Bronze Implements,”’ p. 486.

3Wilde gives the number then in the collection as 480 ; the number is at present
nearly 1200.

4 Akerman, ‘‘ Remains of Pagan Saxondom,” p. 41.
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Age interments. . . . In form they are chiefly globular and mostly of
red amber, covered with a straw-coloured encrustation produced by
partial decomposition. They are less numerous in the barrows of the
north of England, and not at all common in Scotland. A necklace of
badly-made beads, found with two thin circular disks of gold with
embossed ornamentation, in a barrow at Huntiscarth, Orkney, is the
principal, if not the only authentic, instance of their occurrence in
Scotland.” .

As alrcady said, amber beads have been found in erannoges.? Qur cran-
noge finds are, however, so mixed as to periods, that no certain inference
can be drawn as to the antiquity of such beads. Amber beads are known
to have been found in tumuli in a few instances. One bead was found in
the Dowth tumulus.® But, as T have shown clsewhere,* the secondary
use of this tumulus at a late period renders it uncertain how far the
finds can be ascribed to the period of its ercction. Seven amber beads
were found by Conwell in Cairn H., Lougherew.® These beads, from
associated objects with Late Celtic patterns, can be ascribed to the Iron
Period.

The most important case of the association of amber with objects
belonging to an early period in Ireland appears to be a necklace of amber
beads, in the Academy’s collection, found with gold beads at Crutten-
clough, near Castlecomer, county Kilkenny. The beads are fourtcen in
number, of the usual globular form, and range from ZIths of an inch to
nearly 2 inches in diameter. The surfaces of the beads are opaque from
decomposition, but the decomposition has not proceeded nearly so far as
in the case of many other examples in the Academy’s collection. A
memorandum attached to the beads identifies them as the amber beads
found with the conieal gold beads, Nos. 35 and 41 to 47, page 37, of the
Catalogue.

No record exists, as far as I have been able to trace, of sea-carried
amber having been washed up on the Irish coast.® Amber occurs in
small lumps in the cavities of the lignite at Craignashoke, Ballinascreen,
county Londonderry, of “a rich yellow colour and highly transparent ;
and Portlock states, on the authority of Sir C. Giesecke, that it also
occurs in the coal of Rathlin, county Tyrone.” The occurrence of amber
in these localities appears to be little known, and the quantity found
seems to have been small.

The amber of prehistoric times, which from the size and the number
of the beads which show advanced decomposition, I am inclined to think

! Proe. 8.4.8., vol. xxvi., p. 186.

?See Munro’s * Lake Dwellings of Europe.”” 3 “ Catalogue ” R.L.A., p. 167.

$ Trans. R.IA. xxx., p. 55. 5 ¢ QOllamh Fodhla,”” p. 52.

¢ O’Flaherty states that ambergris is frequently found on the coasts of Galway
and Mayo, but that is quite a different substance.—‘‘ H-Iar Connaught,” Irish
Archaological Society, 1856, p. 94.

? Portlock’s *¢ Geology of Londonderry,”’ p. 227.
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was fairly abundant in Ireland, must, on this supposition, have been
brought from either Britain or the Baltic.

In historical times there is no reason to doubt that amber, in which
Ireland is relatively so rich, was derived from the Baltic; and it is
probable from the general evidence of contact with Scandinavia that
amber found its way into Ireland from the same source in the Bronze
Age.

Outside the question of an amber trade, Scandinavian influence
appears to be shown in the bronze-hafted daggers occasionally found in
Ireland. The form of the haft presents affinities to recognised northern
types.! A large spiral armlet in the Petrie Collection, Museum of the
Royal Irish Academy, may also be instanced. It was found at Ballitore,
county Kildare, but is almost certainly of foreign origin. The type is
common in Scandinavia and Germany.

Taking the evidence as a whole from both sides, we can, I think, say
that, whilst as to amber we shall have to wait for more definite facts
regarding Irish finds, before we shall be justified in regarding the amber
beads so frequently found in our country as evidence of Scandinavian
trade, the return commodity for gold exported, there is sufficient evidence
to support the conclusion that Scandinavia and Ircland were not isolated
from each other in the Bronze Age.

‘We may now resume the more direct line of our argument. It has
already been insisted that west of the Aigean-Baltic line true spirals are
practically non-existent in the Bronze Age. That this is an accepted fact
in arch®ology may be gathered from the statement quoted from Mr. A. J.
Evans, sec. viL., p. 205 (Journal, 1895), namely, that the spiral is non-
existent in Bronze Age remains in Northern Italy, Gaul, and Britain.
But as this fact is the turning point of the argument, it may be well to
emphasise it by the following passage from Montelius’  Les Temps Pré-
historiques en Suéde.” Concerning spiral ornaments, he says®:—*¢ On le
constate également en Hongrie, en Autriche, en Bohéme, dans le nord-
est de I’Allemagne, le Danemark, la Suéde et la Norvege, alors que le
reste de I’Europe n’en présente pas d’exemples 4 la méme époque. Il est
donc clair que cette décoration nous est venue par la route de I’Elbe, qui
mettait le sud-est de I'Europe en communication avec le nord.”

These statements are substantially accurate; but Mr. Evans and
Professor Montelius have overlooked an early class of spirals incised on
rock surfaces and rude stone monuments in Britain and Ireland, and, in
one instance, in Brittany. However, as we shall see later, these exceptions
strengthen rather than impair the force of the general statement.

Why did not the spiral find its way along the north coast to the
mouth of the Rhine and through Gaul to Britain ? We cannot preciscly

1« Catalogue *’ R.I.A., fig. 334.” There is a second example in the collection with
similar haft.
2 Page 62.
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say. But the key to the solution of this question appears to me to lie in
the following suggestions. In the narrow seas and islands of the western
Baltic a high degree of civilization was developed in the early Bronze
Period—a civilization which, though lower in order, is comparable with
that of the Agean in the same period. This is shown not only by
remarkable skill in the working of metals, but also by the advanced
state of the arts of dress exhibited in the early Scandinavian grave finds.
The AHgean and the Baltic may in fact be regarded as poles of influence
for western Europe in that period of the Bronze Age which for chrono-
logical purposes is called the Mycene Period.

Western Germany, Gaul, and Britain were at that time in a lower
state of civilization than Scandinavia, and it would appear that the cir-
cumstances which operated to check the spread of Agean-Baltic influence
westward through middle Europe also operated to check the spread of
Scandinavian influence along the north-western coast.

We have seen that, at a later period, sea-going enterprise from the
south-west of Gaul and Spain was apparently thrown westward to
Ireland ; and it would appear, from the distribution of spiral ornament,
that in the earlier part of the Bronze Age Scandinavian enterprise on the
North Sea was thrown likewise to the west by Scotland to Ireland,
rather than southward to the coasts of Gaul and Britain. Two causes
possibly contributed to this result.

During the Roman occupation of Britain the Channel was infested by
Saxon pirates from the coast lands between the Elbe and the Rhine.
The chief object of these raiders was man-hunting. They were noted
alike for their savage cruelty and their seamanship. In the fourth
century they descended on Britain.! In more remote times the con-
ditions were probably not wholly dissimilar. The fleets of the Veneti
were formidable in Cewsar’s time, And we may infer from the numerous
representations of ships on the stones of the Brittany tumuli that, in
still more remote times, the west and north-western coasts of Gaul were
occupied by seafaring peoples. The similarity of many of the bronze
types of the north of France and of the south of Britain shows that inti-
nate relations existed between the opposite coasts of the Channel, and it
is possible that the sea-way south of the Elbe was more or less closed to
Scandinavian enterprise in the Bronze Age.

Another cause tending to the same result would lic in the fact that
the main trade of Scandinavia was with the south-east of Europe.
‘Thence were imported bronze and gold. Trade with the lands of North-
Western Germany and North Gaul could not have offered equal induce-
ments, nor would amber, which is found as far south as the Zuider-Zee,
have commanded a high price there. The relations of Scandinavia with
these lands was probably hostile and of the nature of slave-raiding. The

! See Green’s ¢“ Making of England *’—Introduction.
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discovery of a gold source in Ireland would, however, supply an induce-
ment for a more westerly line of enterprise, for which the open sca
between Norway and Scotland offered every facility. The numerous
representations of ships of the Viking type, with high prows and sterns
and projecting keels, on rocks, bronze knives, &ec., which appear about
the close of what, speaking broadly, may be called the Early Bronze Age
in Scandinavia, show that the art of building ships had been fully
mastered in the north at an early period. The navigation of the open
sea presented, therefore, no insuperable difficulty to the inhabitants of
the Baltic lands. The length of the voyage was not beyond their powers.
The Shetlands are only some twenty-four hours’ sail from Norway;
thence to Ireland is a coasting voyage.

In the ninth century the fixed geographical relations of the northern
lands imposed an analogous division on the lines of advance of the Viking
raids. One line, starting from South Jutland, passed south along the
coast of Gaul; the other, from the Cattegat and coast of Norway,
followed a westward course by the Shetlands and Orkneys to the coasts
of Ireland. It was from Ireland that the earlier attacks on southern
Britain were made.?

Following the spiral westwards to Britain, we note on the way
examples of single spirals incised on stones in two localities in Orkney.
In Scotland examples of double or of single spirals, associated with
concentric circle, cup and ring, and cup markings, are found on rock
surfaces and sepulchral stones in Argyleshire, Ayrshire, and Peeblesshire.
In England they are found in Cumberland, Lancashire, and Northumber-
land. An isolated example occurs in Merionethshire, Wales. I shall
return to these examples of spiral and concentric circle markings,
when detailed references will be given, observing for the present that
spiral markings of this class appear, with the exception of the examples
in Orkney and Wales, to be confined to the triangle of counties com-
prised by Argyleshire, Lancashire, and Northumberland.

The most remarkable instances of early spiral ornament from Scotland
are found on some examples of a peculiar class of stone balls, which, with
the exception of one specimen found in Ireland,? are exclusively confined
to that country. The purpose of these balls has not been finally decided.
A bronze ball of somewhat similar form, bearing a spiral with Late Celtic
zoomorphic ending, has led Dr. Anderson to assign them as a class to
the Iron Period. Whether or not these balls be in some instances as
late as the Christian Period, he regards the zoomorphic ornament of the
bronze example and the spirals of other specimens as ‘‘ sufficiently
distinetive to claim for them a place in the same system of design which
produced the peculiar patterns of the Pagan Period, and developed from

! Green’s ‘“ Conquest of England,”” Chap. ii. .
2 A plain example found at Ballymena, Arckeological Journal, vol. xi., p. 68.
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them the more elaborate system of decoration so widely applied in the
early Christian art of Scotland.”

A stone ball found at Towie, Aberdeenshire, is the most richly
decorated example known. It is elaborately incised with double and single
spirals, concentrie curves and zig-zags. Others are decorated with single
spirals. The general character of these spirals appears to me to be
distinctly Bronze Age, not Late Celtic. Through what length of time
these balls were in use we cannot say; the bronze example with
zoomorphic ornament may represent a survival and not the limit of their
antiquity.

In any case, whether they be late or early, unless it be contended that
the spiral is original in Scotland, it is, I think, clear that the spirals on
these balls represent the early spiral system of the Bronze Age, which
we have traced from the
Agean to the Baltic. The
divergent spiral, and zo-
omorphic forms of Late
Celtic ornament which
stretch back across Europe
to the Danube region,
represent a distinet and
later wave of influence,
which spread westward
with the Iron Culture.
The generally received
view that the divergent
spirals or Trumpet pattern
. &a of the Late Celtic Period
‘ ’ was developed locally in
Ireland and Scotland from
the double and single
spirals, which have been
regarded as more elementary forms, is not, therefore, justified; though
to the union of the earlier and later spiral systems may be traced the
spiral patterns of carly Christian times.

Lozenge patterns, though not common, are well represented in
Britain, especially on sepulchral pottery from Derbyshire * (fig. 53,
Nos. 4 and 5). They may be put back to probably the beginning of
the Bronze Age. Lozenges occur in the ornament of several of the
flat plates of jet necklaces found in England and Scotland (Nos. 1
and 2). It should be mentioned that Opposed Triangles frequently
present the appearance of a lozenge pattern; but in such cases the lines

Fig. 53.
Details from Jet Necklaces and Sepulchral Vessels.

}+‘Scotland in Pagan Times: Iron Age,” p. 171.
? Food-vessel, Hitter Hill (Cran. Brit. xix.). Drinking-cups—Sliper Lowe (Arch.
Journ. i., 248) : Monsale Dale (Cran. Brit., xx.).
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enclosing the lozenges are not, as a rule, carried through the angles of
the triangles, so that the lozenge is apparent rather than real, and can be
distinguished from the preceding examples. In some instances of this
class incorporation or transference of the lozenge motive has probably
taken place. Lattice patterns, of which the last pattern is frequently
the unit, are common on the sepulehral pottery of both countries.

The chequer of lozenges occurs on the thin bronze blades with tangs,
found with cinerary urns in Scotland.

A celt from Westmoreland, of the winged and flanged type, in the
British Museum, is decorated with a similar pattern. A celt of the same
type, from Northumberland (Evans, fig. 51), bears a chequer of squares,
probably of textile origin. It is notable that no examples of this kind
of ornament appear to have been found in the south of England.

Panel patterns of x forms, designated by Thurnam ¢ Saltire”
patterns, are fairly frequent. They appear in many instances to be a
modification of the triangle pattern. Two triangles placed point to point

Fig. 54.—New Grange—Stone at Entrance.

readily assume a saltire form. The manner in which two of the opposite
spaces of the x are frequently filled in with hatching or punctations shows
the triangle basis of the pattern. Four filled in triangles are opposed on a
jet necklace plate from Morayshire, Scotland, leaving a saltire spacc
between the triangles.! With this example may be compared the similar
treatment of the pattern on a Drinking Cup from Green Low, Derbyshire.?
On a Drinking Cup from East Kennct, Wiltshire, the lines enclosing the
triangles are carried across the central space, thus forming a lozenge in
the centre and giving emphasis to the saltire form ? (fig. 53, Nos. 3, 6,
and 7).

As stated earlier, evidence for the history of lozenge, chequer and x
patterns is not very clear. These forms may be original in Britain. But

! Proc. 8.4.8., vol. iii., p. 47. 2 Crania Britannica, Xxi.
3 Thurnam’s ¢ British Barrows,’” p. 392.
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I am inclined to regard the hatched triangle and lozenge as representing

Fig. 55.—New Grange.

Bronze Age influence.
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Fig. 56.—New Grange.

Drinking Cups in whieh the ogee curve of the

vessel is well marked, which appears
to be the earlier and Continental
type, are not characterised by lozenge
or saltire patterns, but by a decoration
of parallel bands. And triangle and
lozenge forms are not found on the
bowl-shaped vessels found with un-
burnt interments in Ireland.

Triangle, lozenge, and saltire pat-
terns are, however, so widely dis-
tributed in Western Europe that until
their history and local periods have
been more fully worked out on the
Continent, it is hazardous to draw
conclusions as to their possible points
of entry into Britain. The lozenge
occurs frequently on the incised pot-
tery of the Agean; it is found also
on Mycen® objects. It occurs also
with a quartering of four sub-lozenges
on one of the clay stamps from Hungary
which are assigned to a very early
period.! At the close of the Stone

! Hampel’s ¢ Trouvailles de 1'Age de Bronze en Hongrie.””—Cong. Préhist.,

Bula Iest, vol. ii., pl. Ixx., fig. 21.
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Age it is found on pottery and on an ecarly form of bronze axe in
Scandinavia.

These latter examples are referred to Zgean influence by Montelius,
but the connexion has not been proved for this motive. A diaper of
lozenges occurs on a bronze sword hilt
from Denmark.! On the other hand, the
manner in which the saltire panels are
struck between groups of upright lines on
the British pottery, especially the Drinking
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Fig. 57.—New Grange. Fig. 58.—New Grange.

Cups of the South of England, may carry a reference to the central
districts of Europe.

Passing now from Britain, we find in Ireland, the terminus of our
journey, a remarkable display of spiral ornament. It is only necessary
to place before the reader the accompanying examples from the great
tumulus at New Grange, Co. Meath. They show at once the extensive
use of spirals in these incised patterns and the Bronze Age character of
the ornament (figs. 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, and 59). In figure 57 the asso-
ciation of triangle and lozenge forms is interesting : it may be compared
with figs. 50 and 51 (Journal, 1895, p. 209), where the tendency of these
forms to replace each other was noted.

In my memoir on the Tumuli at New Grange, Dowth, and Knowth.?
I adopted the view hitherto accepted by Irish and Scotch archeaologists,
that the simple spirals of these
monuments were the precur-
sors of the spiral system of the
Late Celtic period, known with
us as the trumpet or divergent
spiral pattern. The single Fig. 59.—New Grange.
spiral was considered to be a
more elementary form than the double or returning spiral. The spiral
patterns of New Grange were therefore regarded as representing the

1 Madsen, pl. vii., fig. 29.
? Trans. R.I.A4., vol. xxx. The cuts, figs. 57, 58, and 59 have been kindly lent
by the R.I. A.
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development of spiral ornament in Ireland immediately preceding the
Late Celtic patterns.

Arguing thus, and taking account of what seemed to be the developed
architectural features of the New Grange strueture,’ that monument was
placed at the end of the series of tumuli in Ireland, and approximately
dated in the period of transition between the Bronze and Iron Ages.
The tumulus of Dowth, where the incised markings are ruder, and the
spirals confined to the simple form of the single spiral, was regarded as
probably earlier, though the evidence was disturbed by the presence of
what appeared to be later forms, for instance, the cross in eircle.?

It will be scen, from the argument of this paper, that the preceding
view of the succession and development of spiral forms in Ireland can
no longer be maintained. New Grange must be transferred from the
close to the beginning of the series. The returning and interlocked
spirals on its stones instead of indicating development from the isolated
single spirals of Dowth, represent, on the eontrary, the higher forms of
spiral ornament as introduced into Ireland, and the single spirals and
concentric eircles of Dowth, debasement. We have noted all along the
path of the spiral across Europe this tendency of the higher forms of
interlocked spirals to degenerate to single spirals and concentric eircles.
As has been pointed out earlier, there is in fact no evidence that primi-
tive ornament has ever been developed in a eonsciously logical way from
the simple to the complex. It will be readily understood that where a
pattern is introduced from an advanced civilization to one more primi-
tive, the earlier copies will be closer to the original than the later.
Unless the influence be so constant as to amount to a transference of
culture, the vitality of the introduced patterns will be speedily exhausted,
and their forms in less skilled hands, debased and spread as feeble copies,
and copies of eopies.

Viewed from this standpoint, the more important differences in the
inscribed figures whieh distinguish the tumulus of New Grange from
that of Dowth, and both from those at Loughcrew, at the western end
of the same county, fall naturally into place, and, as we shall see,
furnish a most interesting chain of evidence of Scandinavian influence.

! When describing fig. 59, I instanced the approximation to a moulding, shown in
the lines cut on the upper face of this stone. In some drawings of the stone they have,
in fact, been represented as a moulding. They are, however, simply three grooves cut
on the horizontal face of the stone, and, on reconsideration, may, I think, be classed
with the treatment of saltire patterns on urns. The saltire pattern on this stone
should be compared with that on the necklace, fig. 53, No. 8. ‘I'he small chevrons in
the lozenges, above and below the spirals in fig. 65, are not shown in the drawing of
this stone in the Trans. R. I. A.; they are not very distinct in the photograph from
which the drawing was made, but are 5o on the stone. Fig. 56 shows a marking above
the spirals not included in the photograph in the Transactions.

% The retaining wall round the base of the tumulus at New Grange, which I regarded
as possibly part of the original structure, I have since learned is a modern feature.
The Rev. E. Hogan, s.3., informs me that the Rev. Mr. Tiernan, son of a former
tenant of New Grange, recollects the erection of the wall in his father’s time.

P .-
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‘We must, T think, regard the incised line as the pattern in the New
Grange examples. A contrasted effect is obtained in many instances by
picking out portions of the stone, the remaining parts being left in relief,
and relief is possibly intended in some cases. But if we follow out the
spirals on the entrance stone, we shall see that the free ends come out
as the incised lines, and that the pattern is better explained on
that supposition.

Numerous examples of returning and single spirals are found at
New Grange. The joining of two double spirals S-wise was understood,
but the difficulties presented by the bringing in of a third spiral, so as
to interlock spirally with the first two, were not overcome. Where
three returning spirals are connected in one figure, we find that two of
them are truly joined, the lines passing without break from one centre
to the other. The third spiral, however, does not enter either of the
others. On the contrary, the free ends of the third spiral are carried
round the other two in concentric curves,
and return on themselves. Thus the free
ends of the third enclose the other spirals
but do not connect spirally with them.
This imperfect method of solving the
problem appears to have led to the system
of carrying concentric lines round asso-
ciated figures, which we see employed
effectively on the entrance stone at New
Grange. It may be suggested that it was
evolved in the effort to imitate the all-
over effect of interlocking spirals as
found in the Scandinavian and Mycenaan Fig. 60.—New Grange.
examples.

The ornament at New Grange is consistently Bronze Age. We have
double and single spirals, the chevron or zigzag, and triangle, lozenge, and
saltire patterns. Moreover, the manner in which the lozenge is in some
instances subdivided into contrasting triangles, either as a halving or
quartering of the lozenge is characteristic of Bronze Age treatment.
This consistency of the ornament emphasises the absence of concentric
circles at New Grange.

On the roofing stone of the east recess occurs a figure of a lozenge
surrounded by eight single circles, the whole enclosed by concentrie
curves, fig. 60. The greater part of a second similar figure is concealed
by the overlap of the stone on its support at the back of the recess. On
other parts of the stone are examples of three circles enclosed by a
similar scolloped border of concentric curves. A figure of concentric
ovals, with curiously divided centre, may also be mentioned. The fore-
going examples approach concentric circles, and are related to them, but
are distinguishable from the free groups of concentric circles which
represent the debasement of isolated single spirals.
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It is worthy of note that the circles around the lozenge in the above
figure are eight in number. This is almost always the number of the
spirals or concentric circlgs disposed as an ornament round the central
boss on the pommels of Scandinavian bronze swords, fig. 61. Following
Montelius it will be observed that the oval form of the cxpanded
pommels of the early types becomes modified to a lozenge in later types,
and the central boss takes a corresponding lozenge form. The spirals are
at the same time degraded to concentric circles, and in some instances
even a further stage is reached, the concentric ecircles being replaced
simply by holes.

We see in this series the origin of the pattern at New Grange.
We have there the lozenge surrounded by eight circles. The scolloped
border of curves which encloses the figure may be set down to the
general use of enclosing curves which characterises the treatment of

Fig. 61.—(Montelius, Cong. Préhist. Stockholm, 11. 886.)

the carvings at New Grange. It may seem, perhaps, that too much
weight is laid on the resemblance between the pattern at New Grange
and the pommel ornaments of the Scandinavian swords; a simple figure
such as this, it will be said, might originate anywhere. The answer is
that it did not originate anywhere. As far as I am aware, outside
Scandinavia, not a single example of this particular pattern can be
instanced in the Bronze Age ornament of the Continent. And its signi-
ficance at New Grange is that it is not there an exceptional or disturbing
element, but in place with other Scandinavian representatives. It is not
to be understood that the pattern at New Grange has been necessarily
copied from a sword pommel, but that in the arrangement of the spirals
and lozenge on the pommels we have evidence of the currency in Scandi-
navia of the pattern found at New Grange.

The explanation I have given of this pattern is of especial interest as
accounting for the association of the lozenge with the spiral which forms
a marked feature in so many of the carvings at New Grange.
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Another pattern at New Grange, which likewise appears exceptional,
can be explained in a similar manner. It has been suggested to me that

Fig. 62.—New Grange. (From a Paper-squeeze.)

the triangular or wedge-shaped cuttings of the boundary-stone on the
west side of the tumulus, fig. 62, are intended for
celts (stone or bronze axe-heads), as in the case of
the markings on the cist cover at Kilmartin, near
Crinan, Scotland, and the sculptured stones at
Gavrinis in Brittany. That is possible, but I hesi-

Fig. 63.—Madsen. Fig. 64.—Madsen,

tate to accept this explanation without further evidence. A more
fruitful explanation is suggested by the series of ornaments from the
lower parts of Scandinavian sword-hilts, fig. 63. The triangular sinkings

1 This stone appears to have fallen over on its face, and it is not possible to see the
markings except by lying full length beneath it in the space excavated for the purpose.
The present illustration is drawn from a paper-squeeze taken by Mr. R. L. Praeger
and myself last year. It shows three cups at the left side, and two lozenges at the
right, not given in the drawing in the Transactions, R.I.A. With the exception of
these, and a few trifling details, the latter is correct.

JOUR. R.8.A.L, VOL. VI., PT. L., 5TH SER. E
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between the rivet heads in these examples are derived from the triangular
or V-shaped spaces left alternately above and below the line of a
continuous spiral, where it passes from one spiral turn to the next.
The first example in fig. 61 shows the origin of the form. In numerous
examples where the spiral pattern assumes the form of a somewhat
broad ribbon, these triangular sinkings are strongly marked. In the
transference of the motive to the rivet spaces, the circular rivet-heads
replace as centres the spirals or
concentric circles of the original
pattern.. Triangular sinkings
become now an accepted mode
of treating the rivet spaces, and
the motive is given currency as a
sword-hilt ornament. Figure 64
shows the adoption of the motive
as an independent ornament.
The rivet area on these
sword-hilts is usually enclosed
by a strongly marked ornamen-
tal band. In some instances
two rivet-heads are enclosed by
a comma-shaped band, No. 3;
and in one example we sce the
central rivets enclosed by an
oval line within the larger bor-
der, No. 4. The treatment of
enclosing bands or borders may
be further illustrated by the
pommel ornaments, fig. 61, If
we turn now to the cartouche-
like figures on the New Grange
stone, we see that the spaces
between the cup marks are
treated in the same manner as
the rivet spaces on the sword-
hilts.
The double enclosing border
Fig. 65.—Dowth. further suggests a transference
of the border treatment, current
on the sword-hilts, but taking a symmetrical oval form when no longer
governed by the outline of the hilt. I do not mean to suggest that
the cup marks on this stone represent rivet-heads, or that the cartouche
figures have been copied from sword-hilts, but merely to point to the
currency in Scandinavian ornament of the same treatment that we find
on this stone at New Grange. This treatment is of course a common-place
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in developed forms of ornament; it occurs in the wall-painting at Tiryns,
but as in the case of the lozenge and circle figure already discussed, the
significance of the preceding relation lies in the fact that outside Scandi-
navia and Ireland this form of ornament is not found in Western
Europe, and its presence at New Grange is now seen to be in har-
mony with the evidence of Scandinavian influence deduced from the
spiral.

The triangular cuttings between the cups, and, by an extension of
the treatment, in the angles of the pattern, are accounted for. Whether
the wedge-shaped cuttings at the centres of the half-circular or crescentic
curves is an extension of the same motive is not quite certain. The
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Fig. 66.—Dowth. Fig. 67.—Dowth.

resemblance of the form to an axe-head cannot have escaped the carvers
of this stone, and the widespread adoption of the axe symbol in primitive
cultures gives probability to the axe theory; but on the other hand there
is a triangular cutting enclosed by curves at the base of the entrance
stone, fig. 54, which does not appear to have any special significance.
The motive of groups of concentric curves springing from each other
recalls the scale patterns of early ZBgean pottery, but I have not been
successful in tracing this pattern to Scandinavia.

The ship figure in the west recess at New Grange, which I have
already, when previously writing on this tumulus, compared with

E2
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Scandinavian examples, is now further seen to be in place in the general
reference to Scandinavia.! Concerning the so-called fern or palm-
branch, incised on the same stone as the ship, I have nothing to add.
Tt is really chevron or herring-bone. But whether it has any special
significance at New Grange is not apparent.

At Dowth no example of the double spiral is to be found. The work
is ruder, and the examples of single spiral are isolated, that is, no attempt
at grouping occurs. But concentric circles are well represented. Further,
there is not a single example of the triangle or lozenge form. The zigzag
has lost its chevron character, and partakes somewhat of the form of a
debased meander, fig. 65. Consistently with this debasement of the
earlier ornaments, new forms, the crossin circle and wheel figure, appear,
figs. 66 and 67. These latter forms pertain in Scandinavia to the close of
the early, and to the later, Period of Bronze.

The series of incised stones at Loughcrew is the most extensive in
Ireland. Some of the forms may be considered as intermediate between
New Grange and Dowth, others afford additional points of reference to

Scandinavian examples. The en-

tire series has recently been
published by Dr. W. Frazer,
M.R.I.A., in the ‘‘Proceedings of
4
2 L

the Society of Antiquaries of

Scotland,” from drawings made

by Du Noyer in 1865, when the

7 ) cairns were explored by Con-

well? The drawings number
seventy-six, and include over

‘ & eighty inscribed surfaces. The

Fig. 68.—Details, Loughcrew. references given are to the figures .

in Dr. Frazer’s Paper, five of

which have been kindly lent by the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland to
illustrate the present Paper. In the entire series of markings there are
only three examples of the double spiral. One of these consists of but a
half turn (Cairn 1, view of chamber). The other two occur on one stone
(Cairn 1, stone ¢), and, though small, are well cut examples. Thus out of
some eighty incised stones, but two are marked with the double spiral;
one of these examples is almost negligible, and the other two are not large

1 M. Adrien de Mortillet has adopted my argument to explain similar figures on
dolmens in Brittany, but thinks that the portion of the figure at New Grange, which
I conjectured to be a sail, represents a species of guerite such as appears on the
triremes of the bas-reliefs of Trajan's column, Revue Mensuelle de U Ecole d’ Anthro-
pologie de Paris, p. 285. 1894.

? Proc. 8.4.8., vol. xxvi. Since these drawings were made the stones have
suffered greatly from weathering, and it is no longer possible to trace many of the
devices on them. I hope shortly to publish, through the Royal Irish Academy,
photographs of some of the better preserved stones for comparison with the drawings.
With few exceptions the latter appear to be very accurate.



ORIGINS OF PREHISTORIC ORNAMENT IN IRELAND. 53

norimportant. Single spirals are numerous, and, in the case of the sill
stone at the entrance to the northern sub-chamber of Cairn m (stone a),
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Fig. 69.—Loughcrew, Cairn 1.

three single spirals are disposed in a manner which recalls the entrance
stone at New Grange. It should be noted that the centres of these

Fig. 70.—L6ughcrew, Cairn s.

spirals comsist of a cup and circle. Note also spirals with concentric
circle centres (Cairn r, stones f and 7), the transitional form between the

¢ Lo A
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spiral and concentric circles. In this connexion an example of concen-
tric circles joined tangentially (Cairn 1, stome f), is important (see
figs. 68 and 69, pp. 52, 53).

Free concentric circles, with and without cup centres, are numerous.
The chevron is well represented, but only
one example of triangle ornament occurs

@ @ m (Cairn 1, view of chamber). Several ex-
‘ 7 n amples of the lozenge may be observed,
¥ and examples of halved and quartered
Fig. 71.—Details, Loughcrew.  lozenges may be noted in Cairn 1. A cross,
within a circle, surrounded by a single
spiral turn, occurs on stone d, Cairn s (fig. 70). It should be stated that
the markings at Loughcrew are scored or punched on the surface skin of
the stones. No example, in which parts of the pattern are contrasted by
picking of the surface, as at New Grange, is met with, so that the
quartered lozenge has the appearance of a cross in a lozenge, but it is no
doubt the same form as fig. 58 at New Grange.

Fig. 72.—Lougherew, Cairn r.

In addition to the preceding familiar types we meet a number of new
forms at Loughcrew. Concentric half circles occur on several of the
stones, for instance Cairn 1, stone d, Cairn s, stone ¢, Cairn 1, chair stone,
Cairn v, stones d, 7, and f (fig. 71). The half circle motive has not been
imposed by want of room, it is often cut in the free field of a stone, and
is clearly intended for a distinct device. As in the case of Agean
examples (fig. 30), the concentric half-circle motive appears in several
nstances to bo sim plified to a single hoop form (fig. 72). The latter
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form, it may be noted, is found on several British urns (see ¢ Greenwell’s
British Barrows,” figs. 84 and 130).

To a few of the devices at Lougherew I have not found a definite clue,
some are possibly boats, but little is gained by conjectural explanations.
Two of the markings on oo, Cairn T, can, however, 1 think, be related to
a Scandinavian bird motive. Mr. Goodyear has directed attention to
certain conventionalisations of the solar goose on archaic Greek pottery,
resulting in an 8 or pothook form (G. L., PL Ivi.). This derivative may
be represented in Scandinavia, but an independent bird series can be
made out for Scandinavia, leading to an analogous form, supposed, by
Worsaae, to be a sun-snake.

The following series, Nos. 1 to 10, are taken, with the exception of
No. 10, from bronze knives of the later Bronze Period of Scandinavia.
The references are given below.! On the next page three of these knives

)

S

Fig. 73.

are illustrated.? No. 1 is a natural representation of a bird. In No. 2

! it has been modified to an S-form, but the square ending of the tail is

marked. In No. 8 this modified bird is perched on the projecting keel's,

of ome of? the long ships so frequently represented in this period of the
Bronze Age [of Scandinavia. The high prow is finished as the head
and neck of a horse, a common form with these ships. The convention-
alised bird form is often confused with the horse. In No. 6 we see the
prow terminating in a bird form, and the mane of the horse is transferred
to what would be the breast of the bird. What appear to be the
survivals of the bird’s legs are attached at the other side. When isolated,

1Nos. 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, ““Worsaae’s Industrial Arts of Denmark,” figs. 129,

| 128,127,132,126,125. Nos. 3 and 10; *‘ Manadsblad,”” 1891, p. 177; 1880, p. 107
' (bronze ring). No. 8, ‘“Cong. Préhist. Stockholm,’’ 1., p. 521.

' permission of the

2 Reproduced 8150 fig. 77) from Worsaae’s  Industrial Arts of Denmark,” by
ommittee of Council on Education. i
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this bird form, modified beyond recognition, frequently takes two or more
attached strokes, the survival of the legs or mane, or both.
In No. 7 we see the legs surviving as two strokes, and in
this case one of them has taken a mane to it. No. 8is
introduced to show a conventional representation of a
horse, and No. 9, the manner in which the two con-
ventional strokes for legs may be attached to even a
snake. No. 101is a much simplified representation of a
bird, in the same method as the horse.

It is interesting to notice that whilst the original
form may be modified beyond recognition, yet particular
features persist even in remote stages. Thus, in this
S-shaped modification of the motive, the pointed form of
one end and square termination of the other is retained
with remarkable persistency. It is most characteristic of
these curious forms, hitherto supposed to be sun-snakes.
On the sword-blade, fig. 77, we see six of these objects
in which the contrast of the curved and pointed end
with the square base of the other end is well shown.
In the majority of instances the bird motive and the
horse motive are inextricably mingled. The S-curve of
the ship’s prow is probably the ruling factor. It is
difficult to say, therefore, whether the straight end is to
be considered as the head or the tail, or whether it is to
be regarded as a bird derivative or a horse derivative.
A further explanation is suggested by the examples fig. 77, namely,

Fig. 78.—Loughcrew, Cairn T.

(From a Photograph).
that these square ends represent the straight lines of the body of the ship

AR S
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from which the prow springs, and that these examples are to be regarded
as ship-symbols.

Look now at stone oo, fig. 78. The reader cannot fail to be struck by
the resemblance one of the devices on this stone bears to the preceding
Scandinavian examples. We see the same S-lines springing from a
strongly marked straight line struck acrossthe base of the figure. A little
to the right of this isan S-shaped mark, with two short strokes proceeding
from it, which recalls the Scandinavian outline form.! If these were

Fig. 79.—Loughcrew, Cairn s.

isolated examples I should hesitate to attach importance to them in the
present argument. But they are consistent with the general reference to
Scandinavia, of the forms already discussed; and, moreover, fall into place
in the particular reference of the Loughcrew markings to the later
Seandinavian Bronze Age.

In this latter period the wheel form came into prominence.

! This figure does mot appear in the reproduction of Du Noyer’s drawing in
Dr. Frazer’s Paper. It is shown, however, in the cut given by Conwell in * Ollamh
Fodhla.”” On referring to the original drawing in Dr. Frazer's possession, I find that
the figure is penciled-in, but Du Noyer appears to have been doubtful about the exact

position of the marking, and left the drawing unfinished, no doubt for further inspec-
tion of the stone.
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It may be instanced on bronze vessels (Worsaae’s Industrial Arts of
Denmark, figs. 139, 140, and 142), also on rock surfaces (Holmberg,
Skandinaviens Hillristningar, Pls. 85-36, and 42-43). The cross in
circle, surrounded by a spiral turn, Holmberg Pl. 42-43, fig. 158,
may likewise be compared with a similar figure on stone d, Cairn s
(fig. 70), and with similar figures at Dowth. Furthermore, it is in

Fig. 80.—Loughcrew, Cairn s.

this later period of Bronze in Scandinavia that we find a tendency to
add rays to concentric circles, and to employ ray-like manes or motives
in the treatment of ships, possibly with solar significance. This raycd
treatment of concentric circles and other devices is a prominent feature
in the Loughcrew markings. With the rayed concentric circles, and rayed
circle within a circle, on the Scandinavian knives, figs. 74 and 75, may be
compared similar forms on stones ¢ and 4, Cairn 1, stones @ and e,
Cairn s (figs. 79 and 80), and stone [/, Cairn 1. The use of rays, in a
somewhat more general manner, is seen on ¢, Cairn 1, and 4, Cairn .
Several examples of what appear to be rosettes are found at
Lougherew, chiefly in Cairn T. These are possibly local modifications of
wheel and ray types. But it may be noted that rosette-like forms occur
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on some objects of the later Bronze Period in Scandinavia (Madsen, PL.
29, fig. 14 ; Holmberg, Pl. 42-43). The curious oval figures, divided
by a central line and numerous cross bars on o, Cairn T, are met with
also at Dowth. I have not so far found any clue to this figure.

Whilst I have not found it possible to trace the history of the
Loughcrew types in all cases, enough has been said to show the
predominance of Scandinavian influence. The consistency of the series
is remarkable and important as evidence. Thus, returning spirals and
triangles (forms of ornament which represent the severe tradition of the
earlier period of the Scandinavian Bronze Age) are sparingly represented,
but debased forms, single spirals and concentric circles, are numerous.
Consistently with the disappearance of the earlier forms, later types are
abundant at Lougherew. Thus, we find there concentric half-circles,
wheel, and cross-in-circle, and rayed circle forms. Types which,
without pressing the debased bird motive, appear at the close of the
earlier period in Scandinavia, and become numerous as the older spiral
motive gives way to the more varied forms of the later period.

Summarising the results of the preceding investigation, we can draw
the following conclusions respecting the chronology of the New Grange,
Dowth, and Lougherew tumuli. New Grange must be regarded as the
carliest. Its ornamental relations are with the carly Bronze Period of
Scandinavia. But it is probably to be placed towards the close of that
period. The x pattern on the stome over the entrance, also the ship
form with circle above it, and the scolloped figure with lozenge centre on
the roofing stone of the east recess, suggest this.

Dowth and the Loughcrew tumuli are probably much of the same
period. They represent the influence of the later Scandinavian Bronze
Age. I am inclined to think, however, that no great gap in time
separates them from New Grange. The partial picking of some of the
stones at Dowth, a class of treatment which forms so marked a feature
at New Grange, and the use of large stone basins at New Grange, Dowth,
and Loughcrew implies a certain continuity of tradition, and links the
monuments of these three localities in series.

A difficulty will perhaps have occurred to the reader, namely, that
the examples of spiral ornament brought forward from Scandinavia are
from bronze antiquities, whereas the Irish examples are in stone. No
example of the spiral of the period with which we are dealing has
been found on a metal object in Ireland. This difficulty is, I think,
more apparent thanreal. The gold fibule, called by Wilde mammillary
fibulee, are almost always plain. Vallancey has figured two examples,
one of which is engraved with triangle, and the other with lozenge
ornaments, and one example with cross hatch ornament has been
figured by Pococke.! Save for a few fillets, in some instances, all the

! ¢ Collectanea,”” vol. vi., p. 240. Dubourdiew’s ** Statistical Survey of Antrim,”
p. 685. “Archset’)logia,” vz)ll.)ii., p- 40. : e s i
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examples in the Academy’s collection are plain. The general plainness of
these objects, and the sparing use of ornament in the examples above
referred to, renders the rich decoration of an example in the possession
of Trinity College, Dublin, quite surprising. It is figured by Wilde in
the catalogue of the Academy’s collection, p. 60. In this example the
surfaces of the cups are completely covered with concentric circle
ornament, the inside rims of the cups are decorated with hatched
triangles, and the neckings of what may be called the handle with
chevron and herringbone pattern ; along the back of the handle is an
ornament of lozenges, not shown in the illustration. We may judge
from this exceptional example how imperfect the record may be in other
cases.

With the exception of simple punched ornaments of chevron and
herringbone patterns on flat and flanged celts, ornament is comparatively
rare on objects of metal from the Bronze Age in Ireland. On a few
dagger blades and spear heads engraved ornament is found. These latter
examples are confined to the straight line patterns of triangles, lozenges,
and saltires.

The patterns on these examples furnish a general relation for the
patterns at New Grange to the Bronze Period in Ireland, as distinguished
from the particular reference of the spiral patterns. Similar patterns
are engraved on several of our gold lunettes. But even in this class of
objects, where the softness of the metal offers a facility for engraving,
and its richness may be said to invite ornament, the majority are sparingly
decorated, and several are quite plain.

Skill in metal working fell far short in Ireland, in the Bronze Age, of
the excellence reached in Scandinavia. But whilst the engraving of a
spiral on metal requires considerable technical skill, it is quite easy to
incise it on stone. The spirals on the stones at New Grange and else-
where in Ireland are not cut as with a graver, side-driven as a plough:
they are punched by a number of blows struck perpendicularly on the
surface of the stone. Any hard-pointed instrument, a pointed stone,
will do to punch a line in the fairly soft surfaces of the stones usually
selected. Standing in front of, or over the surface of the stone to be
incised, it will be found that the arm is quite free in its movements, and
by repeated blows with a pointed instrument a more or less continuous
line of punched marks can be easily made to follow a required form.
When thus sunk, the tool may be run in the line to clear it.

Therefore, while we cannot, with the Trinity College fibula before us,
exclude the possibility that spiral patterns in metal may yet be found in
Ireland, it may be said that the general character of the engraved orna-
ments on gold and bronze, hitherto found, seems to show that a degree of
skill in the engraving of metals had not been reached, at which we should
expect spiral patterns; but a different technique in the incising of stone
imposed no corresponding limitations on patterns in that material,
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The rock inscribings of Scandinavia appear to be mostly of the nature
of pictographs, recording incidents of expeditions of one kind or
another, and can hardly be ascribed to skilled craftsmen. But even
amongst these we find an example of three connected spirals (Holmberg,
PL. 8), and cross and circle and wheel symbols are numerous. A
characteristic example of concentric circles from Halland, Sweden,
is figured by Simpson in ‘‘ Archaic Sculpturings” (pl. xxxi.). Again,
the remarkable carvings of the well known Kivik stones show that
forms, which, as far as numerical examples are concerned, may be said
to belong to metal, were occasionally transferred to stome. Moreover,
we must always bear in mind that the wood carving of the period has
perished. No doubt it would be possible to close many gaps in the
record if this were not so.
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Fig. 81.—Gavrinis. Fig. 82.—Gavrinis.

Mention has been made incidentally of the incised stones of the
Tumulus of Gavrinis, Morbihan, in Brittany. The general resemblance of
these to the Irish examples has been frequently noticed, and relations
have been conjectured. If now the pattern motives of the Irish stones
are brought from Scandinavia, it may be asked what place is to be
assigned to the Brittany examples in the general scheme of the subject.
This is a difficult question, and I do not pretend to be able to answer it.

Out of twenty-three incised stones in the passage and chambers of
the Tumulus of Gavrinis, only two stones are inscribed with spirals.
One, No. 12 (Dictionnaire Archéologique de la Gaule, Pls.), has on it two
rude examples of the double spiral; the other, No. 5, bears a single
spiral. These appear to be the only examples of spirals known from
Brittany (figs. 81 and 82).
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The wedge-like figures which occur on several of the stones of
Gavrinis, believed to be representations of celts, have been frequently
figured. In addition to these, chevron, zigzags, and indeterminate mark-
ings occur. But the dominant motive is the concentric half-circle. In
many instances the groups of concentric half-circles spring from each other,
forming a sort of scale pattern. In a few cases they are placed base to
base, giving an effect of concentric ovals (figs. 83 and 84).

The following questions arise in regard to the markings on the
Gavrinis stones. Are they to be ascribed to (1) A drift of early influence
from the Mediterranean? (2) A drift of influence from the Baltic,
escaping through the Channel? (8) Influence from Ireland, or (4) an
independent origin with a life history of their own ?

)
=)

I:ﬁ

tiqover

N

)
)‘4;1
N ‘
W

\

IO

N
)
IS
D
D
)]

¢,
>
2P
59
IO
e

¢

T

N
B

Fig. 83.—Gavrinis. Fig. 84.—Gavrinis.

On the question of a possible Irish origin, it will be remembered that
Nantes was a port of departure for Ireland in historical times.

A strong general resemblance exists between the Gavrinis markings
and those at New Grange, and also some of those at Loughcrew.
Especially is this so in case of the boundary stone at New Grange, fig. 62.
The splaying of the concentric curves in groups from one another, and
the wedge-shaped cuttings of latter stone suggest at sight a reference to
Gavrinis.

It should be noted that not only is the spiral rare at Gavrinis (only
three examples) but that the type isdebased. Apart, therefore, from the
abundance of evidence for the Scandinavian source of the Irish incised
markings, we are precluded from looking on Gavrinis in the light of a
stepping stone the other way, namely, to Ireland, though possibly the
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concentric half-circle motive, so strongly represented at that station, may
indicate some interchange of influence.

The tumulus of Gavrinis is ascribed to the Neolithic period. I do
not know that there is any definite evidence on this point. M. Adrien
de Mortillet, referring generally to the incised figures on the megalithic
monuments of France, states that they appertain to the Neolithic period,
probably the end of that period, perhaps, he adds, despite the absence of
metal, to the commencement of the Age of Bronze.! In addition to the

(XIX/\/\/V\/\/\/\
AVAVAYAVAVAVAYA

Fig. 85.—Gavrinis.

spiral and general fecling of the patterns at Gavrinis, two patterns,
discovered by M. de Closmadeue, strongly suggest Bronze Age influence
(figs. 85 and 86).2 One of these is compared to a band of eight lozenges.
The lines do not cross, and it really consists of two rows of triangle
ornament, point to point. This example recalls the row of lozenges
on the stone at the right-hand side of the east recess at New Grange.
The other consists of a chevron pattern, and strongly resembles the
chevron pattern on the stone at the back of the east recess at New

AN

Fig. 86.—Gavrinis.

I have thought it right to present these considerations, but I do not
desire to press any of the preceding points. The evidence is, as yet, too
slender to build a bridge with. Some thirty-six megalithic monuments
are at present known in France with incised or sculptured stones. Of
these, no less than twenty-seven are in Brittany (twenty in Morbihan).s
In the number and the richness of the carvings, Gavrinis has no com-
petitors. And, with the exception of the neighbouring dolmen La
Table-des-Marchands, the concentric half-eircle figures, which form so
marked a feature at Gavrinis, appear to be confined to that monument.
In general, the figures on other monuments are of a different class,

14 Revue Mensuelle de 1'Ecole d’ Anthropologie de Paris,’’ 1894, p. 276.
Z ¢« Revue Archéologique,’’ N.S., vol. iv., p. 326.
3 Mortillet, loc. cit.
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consisting of representations of a female divinity, partly in relief, axes
with handles, ships, etc. Until the problems of these monuments have
been more fully worked out by French archaeologists it is premature to
attempt to draw conclusions.

IX.

Having now brought the main line of our argument to a conclusion in
Ireland, we may consider the question of the approximate dates which
can be assigned to the Boyne and Loughcrew tumuli. New Grange has
been referred to the period of the close of the early Bronze Age of
Scandinavia. The early Bronze Age of Scandinavia, characterised by
spiral ornaments, is dated by Montelius at about 1500 to 1000 B.c.!
These dates are based on the Mycens dates. The main reference of
the northern spirals appears to me to look rather towards the middle
period of Mycenze, and I hesitate to accept so early a date as 1500 ».c.
Allowing, therefore, a margin of a couple of centuries at the close of the
period, we can, I think, say that New Grange may be put down as
certainly as old as 500 B.c., and may with probability be put back to
800 B.c.

The Lougherew tumuli have been referred to the period of the later
Age of Bronze in Scandinavia, the close of which is estimated by Montelius
to have occurred about 500 B.c. The cemetery at Loughcrew was in use
probably during a considerable length of time. Some thirty cairns may
still be counted. But it does not appear that any of these cairns were
erected in the Late Celtic times. We can thus put an approximate
limit to the lower end of the period within which they are to be placed.
In cairn m, an immense quantity (including fragments, upwards of 5000
pieces) of curiously worked bones, resembling in form the blade of a
paper-knife, were found ; also the fragments of 13 bone combs. Seven
of the combs and 91 of the flat pieces of bone were engraved with Late
Celtic patterns. The evidence of this find, which seems to conflict with
that of incised stones, is explained by the number of the exceptional
features of this cairn, which point to secondary interments, or a secondary
use of the cairn, at a period subsequent to its erection. No trace of Late
Celtic ornament occurs on any of the stones of Cairn m. In respect to
the incised markings, its stones present no features of divergence from
those of the other cairns of the cemetery. With the exception of two
plain examples found in the neighbouring Cairn 1, and one since found
in Cairn » 2, no similar picces of worked bone or combs were found in
any of the other cairns. Above the walling slabs, at the backs of the
northern and southern chambers of Cairn m, are several courses of dry

1 ¢ Les Temps Préhistoriques en Sugde.’’

JOUR. R.8.A.L, VOL. VI, PT. I., 5TH SER. F
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walling. This feature arrested the attention of Conwell when he dug
out the cairn in 1865. He writes :—*‘ Some curious attempts at dry
masonry will be found at the northern and southern extremities of the
chambers.” This form of eonstruetion is not found in any of the other
cairns. It appears to indicate a partial reconstruetion of the cairn. In
econformity with the exceptional features of the eonstruction, and Late
Celtic patterns of the principal find, is the further fact that in this cairn
alone were found objects of amber, glass, and iron.!

In the absence of evidence that the erection of eairns in the Lough-
crew cemetery continued into the Late Celtic period, and taking into
aceount the disturbance of Cairn m, it is, I think, reasonable to assume
the existenee of a gap between the erection of the eairns and the latter
period. The influence of the Late Celtic patterns was probably felt in
Ireland as early as the second century B.c. On the other hand, although
Lougherew must be regarded as later than New Grange, there is continuity
of tradition throughout the series of the tumuli of New Grange, Dowth,
and Lougherew. From these considerations we may place the cemetery
of Lougherew approximately between 300 and 800 s.c.

In the preceding attempt to fix the periods of these monuments I
have leant towards minimum dates. An assumption of a closer sequence
to the Scandinavian dates might be pressed in favour of a more remote
antiquity.

Mention has been made of legends of invasions (or emigrations to
Ireland, as they are usually called) preserved in our aneient manuscripts.
These are generally consigned to the region of Mythology. It is not my
intention to venture on that doubtful ground ; but eertain parallels
between the legends and the archeeological evidence seem worthy to be
noted for further inquiry.

From the coming of Parthalon to the coming of the Milesians,
inelusive, five invasions or emigrations are eounted: the emigration to
Ireland of (1) Parthalon; (2) Nemid; (3) the Firbolgs; (4) the Tuatha
Dé Danann ; (5) the Milesians.

Parthalon and Nemid had suceessively to encounter a mysterious race
called Fomorians, who are represented as rovers on the seas between
Ireland and Scandinavia, but also sometimes referred to Africa. Subse-
quently they appear in alliance with the Firbolgs against the Tuatha Dé
Danann, by whom they were finally defeated in the great battle, or
battles, of Mag Tured or Moytura.

! The finds in the other cairns have not been numerous. They include fragments of
urns, bone pins, flint flakes, flint arrow-heads (2), stone balls, stone pendants and
beads, and a diminutive stone celt about one inch in length. With the exception of
a bronze pin found among the loose stones in Cairn T, no object of metal is recorded
(Conwell, “ Ollamh Fodhla”: Rotherham, Journal, R.S.A.1., 5th ser., vol. v., p. 305).
The state of the cairns when dug out by Conwell showed that they had been already
rifled. The comparative richness of the finds in Cairn m suggests the question : did this
rifling take place prior to the secondary occupation of that cairn?
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There is no reason to doubt that these legends are based on the Celtie
mythology of gods and heroes, as the investigations of D’Arbois de Jubain-
ville, and Rhys have shown.! According to these writers the Fomorians
are gods of death, of darkness; the Tuatha Dé Danann, gods of life, of light,.
Subjected to a process of Christian euhemerism, in or before the tenth
century, these legends were fitted to Biblical chronology, and set forth as
historical narratives. The country of the dead (the Hades of the Celts),
a land across the ocean, was then given concrete form and figures, as
Greece or Spain, in the tenth-twelfth century redactions.

But whilst we may accept this, I would suggest that the euhemerism,
to have been plausible, must have conformed to the race traditions of the
peoples in Ireland concerning the countries from whence they had come.
It is difficult to believe that peoples who had reached the social stage of
development before migration (as we may believe was the case with the
early migrants to Ireland) would ever wholly forget, however they
might distort, the story of their origin. It would seem to me more
difficult to account for the absence of such traditions, than their presence.
And if they be not incorporated in these legends of colonizations, where
are they ?

From this point of view the legends of the Tuatha Dé Danann have
an especial interest for us. Two somewhat different accounts are given
of this people, but both agree in bringing them to Ireland from the North.
According to one account, after the overthrow of the people of Nemid by
the Fomorians, one branch of the survivors emigrated from Ireland to
the north of Europe, where they became proficient in Druidic arts, and
subsequently returned to Ireland as the Tuatha Dé Danann. According
to another and more detailed account, preferred by Keating, they were
first located in Greece. Expelled from Greece they settled in Lochlinn
(Scandinavia), where they obtained possession of four cities—Falias,
Gorias, Finias, and Murias. After they had remained a long time in
these cities, they passed over to the mnorth of Scotland, where they
continued seven years, then crossed to Ireland, landing in the north of
the country.?

It is true that in a poem quoted by Keating from the “ Book of
Invasions,” the Tuatha Dé Danann are represented as reaching the
north by sea, but one cannot help thinking that in the stations men-
tioned in the legend— Greece, Scandinavia, Scotland, Ireland—we have
an echo of the ancient culture route from the Aigean to the Baltic,
and thence to Ireland, which we have traced in the preceding pages.®

1 D’Arbois de Jubainville, ¢ Le Cycle Mythologique Irlandais,”” 1884. Rhys,
¢¢ Celtic Heathendom *>— Hibbert Lectures, 1886.

2 Keating; and see O’Curry, ‘‘Manners and Customs of the Ancient Irish,”
vol. ii., p. 110; also De Jubainville and Ehys.

3 The geography in the legends is very vague. Thus, Nemid is represented as
sailing from the Caspian Sea to the North Sea. This error may be traced to the
notion which prevailed amongst the Greek geographers from the time of Alexander,

F2
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In support of the incorporation of historical traditions in these
legends, may be instanced the fact that the introduction into Ireland of
a new form of weapon is ascribed to the Tuatha Dé Danann.

In the story of the first battle of Mag Tured we are told that on the
arrival of the Tuatha Dé Danann, the Firbolgs sent forth a champion
Sreng to ascertain the intentions of the strangers, the latter likewise
sent forward a warrior Breas to parley. The two champions, we are
told, wondered each at the peculiar weapons of the other. Those of
Breas are described as ¢ thin, sharp spears,”” while Sreng’s are ¢ great,
pointless, heavy, thick, sharp-edged arms.” On separating they ex-
changed weapons, that the hosts on each side might thus form an opinion
of the other from the specimens of their arms.! Independently of this
tale, the tradition that pointed spears were first introduced into Ireland
by the Tuatha Dé Danann was a common belief of our ancient writers.
For instance, in a poem in the ‘“ Book of Leinster,” a manuscript of the
twelfth century, occurs a passage rendered by the Rev. Dr. MacCarthy,
thus?:—

¢¢ Until grew Rinnal, there was not a point
Upon a weapon at all in Eriu,

Upon spears rough, without perfect finish,
But the whole run of them was unpointed wood.

Brought the diligent Tuath-de-Donnand
[Pointed] spears with them in their hands :
‘With these was slain Eochaid,

By the seed of Nemid the severe-judging.”’

This tradition of the introduction of spears into Ireland by the
Tuatha Dé Danann does not bear the aspect of myth. It would look as
if we had here an historical tradition embedded or inserted in the
legend.

The remarkable parallel which is disclosed, between the culture line
of the archeeological evidence and the legend of the wanderings of the
Tuatha Dé Danann, is carried a step further by the fact that the monu-
ments in which we traced Scandinavian influence are asecribed by Irish
tradition to that people. Thus, as it were from the other end, the
historical traditions, which, for the purpose of the argument, I have
assumed to have been incorporated in the mythical account of the
Tuatha Dé Danann, are confirmed by the particular traditions of the
monuments. It is hardly necessary to remind the reader of the associa-
tion of the Dagda and Aengus with the Brugh of the Boyne (New

supposed to be founded on observation (Patrocles), that the Caspian Sea was an inlet
of the Northern Ocean, like the Red Sea on the south. This error was adopted by
Strabo and Pliny, and lasted down to the time of Ptolemy.

1 O’Curry, vol. ii., p. 235.

213‘7‘ Todd Lecture Series,”” R.L.A., vol. iii., p. 153. See also 0’Curry, vol. ii.,
p. 237.
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Grange), of Bodan, shepherd of Elemar, with Dowth, and Bui with
Knowth.

The Senchus na Relic, or history of the pre-Christian cemeteries
of Ireland, in the Leabhar na h-Uidhri, a compilation of the eleventh
century, is very precise on this point. It tells us that ¢‘the nobles
of the Tuatha Dé Danann were used to bury at Brugh,” and that this
cemetery was not adopted by the race of Heremon, the Milesian Kings of
Tara, till the time of Crimhthann, ‘¢ who was the first king of them who
was interred at Brugh.” The reason why Crimhthann adopted Brugh
is stated to be ¢ because his wife Nar was of the Tuatha Dea, and it was
she solicited him that he should adopt Brugh as a burial-place for him-
self and his descendants, and this was the cause that they did not
bury at Cruachan.”

In my memoir on the Boyne Tumuli, from which the above extracts
are taken, arguing on the assumption of the comparatively late date of
these monuments, I was led to suggest an explanation of the association
of the divinities and heroes of the Tuatha Dé Danann with the cemetery,
by the supposition that the mythical ancestors of the kings and heroes
interred at Brugh had subsequently over-shadowed in tradition the
actual persons interred there. This I felt at the time was but a con-
jecture thrown out to avoid a difficulty. Mr. Alfred Nutt, reviewing
the memoir in Folk-Lore (September, 1893), saw the weakness of the
point, and suggested that future archaological investigation might ¢ tell
us if there are in the Brugh district traces of older burial than that
of the first century Irish kings, or of an overlapping or mixture of races
such as would seem to be implied by the historical tradition.”

‘We now see that tradition had been a safer guide than conjecture,
and that a fuller investigation of the archewological evidence confirms the
justice of Mr. Nutt’s criticism.

The identification of the Loughcrew tumuli with the ancient ceme-
tery of Tailtin is not considered certain. If it were, the association of
that cemetery with the Tuatha Dé Danann might be instanced. In any
case, the presence of Scandinavian influence there is an additional point
in the argument for the identification of the cemetery.

It is not within the purpose of the present Paper to pursue this obscure
portion of the subject further. Enough has been said to fix attention
on the striking nature of the parallel between the historical tradition (if
the term may be allowed) and the archeological evidence, and on the
general question to suggest that the last word cannot be said on the
legends until they have been subjected to archmological criticism, as
well as literary criticism, for which, however, sufficient materials are
not yet available.
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THE WARDENS OF GALWAY.
By RICHARD J. KELLY, B.L., Ho~N. SECRETARY, GALWAY.

THAT peculiar ecclesiastical institution of a quasi-episcopal character,

known as the Wardenship of Galway, which existed for 347 years, owed
its creation to an act of the Archbishop of Tuam, Donatus O’Murray.
Of his own authority, and for no adequate rcason that we can clearly
understand, he erected and constituted the parish of St. Nicholas in Galway,
then attached to his see since 1324, on the disruption of the old see of
Enachdune (now known as Annaghdown)!, into the collegiate church of
St. Nicholas of “‘exempt jurisdiction.”” This was solemnly done under his
seal by letters dated the 28th of February, 1484. To it, subsequently,
he attached the parish of St. James at Balenclear (or Clare Galway).
From that origin sprang up an authority which in later times disputed
power with, and called into question, the jurisdiction of his successors in
the see of Tuam, and which by gradual accretions of territory came
ultimately to cxtend over a district almost conterminous with the
boundaries of what beeame afterwards the diocese of Galway. This act
of the archbishop received in the year following, upon the sixth of the
Ides of February, 1485, its effectuating sanction and vitalising validity
from Pope Innocent VIII. From thislatter year, therefore, the institution
of the wardenship of Galway properly dates. Under the Papal rescript,
which embodied the archiepiscopal decrec, the mayor, bailiffs, and couneil
of the town of Galway were empowered annually to elect one warden and
eight vicars.

In the Papal Bull it is stated that Galway was originally part of
the diocese of Annaghdown, but that it was then perpetually united
to Tuam. It quaintly informs us that ‘“the parishioners of the said
church of St. Nicholas were modest and civil people, and that they
lived in the said town surrounded with walls, not following the customs of
the mountainous and wild people of those parts, and that by reason of the
incursions and forays of the said mountainous and wild people to the
vicarage of St. Nicholas (before commonly governed by vicars), they
were s0 much disturbed that they could not assist at divine service,
nor reccive the Holy Sacraments according to the English decency,
rite, and custom, which the aforesaid inhabitants and their ancestors
always used; that they were much disquicted therein, and sometimes

!In Harris's edition of ‘“Ware’’ is an interesting account of the fusion of
Annaghdown diocese in the archdiocese of Tuam.
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robbed of their goods and killed by those unlearned men, and also that
they were obliged to sustain many other damages and inconveniences both
in person and substance from them, and feared to suffer more for the future
if not speedily succoured, &c.” The ecreation and eonstitution of the
collegiate church is then mentioned. It was to consist of one warden,
‘¢ guardianus sive eustos,”’ and eight priests, ‘‘octo presbyteros sive
vicarios.”” For their support ¢“ were to be applied the fruits, rents, and
incomes of the said vicarage, and the half quarter which the said incum-
bents of the said church of St. Nicholas had been for a long time
accustomed to have from the monastery of Knoekmoy of the Cistercian
Order and diocese of Tuam.” There were also appropriated ¢ the
capitular mensal of the said ehurch, other goods, rents, lands, tithes,
rights, and serviees, then expressed by the said archbishop, and by some
of the said parishioners bestowed ; providentially considering that the said
premises were scarcely sufficient to support decently four of the said
priests, it was his will that whatever any of the said parishioners might
chance to bestow for the future should belong in full right to the said
church of St. Nicholas.”” The incorporation and annexation of the parish
church of St. James at Balenclear (Clare Galway), by consent of its vicar,
is then noticed and ratified. The new collegiate church was to be
governed and ruled for the future, not by one vicar, but by the warden
and eight vicars, who were to be ¢ virtuous, learned, and well-bred men
(morigerosos, virtuosos, et doctos homines’”), who should rightly observe
the English rite or custom. The college was to have and enjoy the
rights, liberties, and immunities of a privileged college. The priests
were to be presented by the mayor, bailiffs, and aldermen of the town to
the warden, and by him should be eonfirmed in their appointment as
vicars having the care of souls. The warden held office for but one year
(singulis annis removibilis), was to be elected by the mayor and couneil,
and so presented was to have the power and eare of souls over all the
vicars and the parishioners.

The Bull of Innocent VIII. (entitled ‘‘ Bulla sive Diploma Innocentii
VIIL guardianatum galviensem constituens seu potius jam constitutum
stabiliens’’), 1484, confirms the ‘“aforesaid erection, donation, application,
union, annexation, and incorporation of our venerable brother, Donatus
O’Murray, canon regular of St. Augustine, Archbishop of Tuam,” and
erects the said ehurch of St. Nicholas into a collegiate ehurch, and
thereto appoints ‘‘one wardenship for one warden, and eight perpetual
vicarages, for so many priests, who, as head and members of the said
college, shall constitute a chapter, having privilege of a common seal,
a chest or burse, a table, and other collegiate ornaments.”” The
revenue of Clare Galway, not exceeding six marks, was to be annexed,
though the said vicarage of St. James be for so long a time
vacant as that the collation thereof should lawfully devolve to the
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apostolical see according to the statutes of the Lateran Council, and
though it be specially reserved to the dispesal of the see. The mayors
and bailiffs of the town were granted the right of patronage, and of pre-
senting the eight priests, and ¢ on their presentation they were to be
instituted by the said warden, perpetual priests or vicars of the said
college.” And ‘“if any attempt contrary to these,” says the Bull, *shall
happen to be made, knowingly or ignorantly, by any person or by any
authority whatsoever, we from this time forth decree it to be void, and of
no foree notwithstanding any other former will, or any other apostolical
constitutions or ordinations to the contrary.” The Bull thus ends:—
¢ Jet it not be lawful for any person to break, or by a rash boldness
oppose these our letters of confirmation, approbation, conjunction, appli-
cation, union, annexation, incorporation, ordination, constitution,
concession, decree, and will, and if any one shall presume to attempt
it, let him know that he incurs the indignation of Almighty God, and
of His Blessed apostles Peter and Paul.”

It does not appear that there was any equivalent or consideration
received by the Archbishop of Tuam for surrendering his authority over
the revenues from these parishes, nor any sufficient reason for his
despoiling the diocese thereof.

Thus united and enjoying a kind of peculiar prerogative of election,
the college grew in extent and power at the expense of the parent see.
Generous donations from pious citizens added to the interior beauty as
well as to the income of the church. In 1486, William Joyce (himself a
Galway man), as Archbishop of Tuam confirmed all his predecessor’s
former grants to the college, and in 1487 united to it the outlying
parishes of Furanmore, Oranmore, and Meary. In 1488 the same self-
sacrificing prelate joined to St. Nicholas the viearage of the parish church
of St. Mary of Rathuan (Rahoon) being then vacant by the death of
Donat y Donail, the vicar thereof. On the 8th June, 1489, Theobald
de Burgo, ‘‘chief of his nation,” by virtue of apostolical letters of the
Holy See, granted all his right of patronage to these rectories to the
collegiate church in free and perpetual alms for ever, provided prayers
were said for him. These unions of the parishes were often questioned
and contested : complaint was made of the annexation of Skryne, which
was annexed in 1491, and of Moycullen, so that by a Bull, dated June
4th, 1492, the Pope had specifically and expressly to confirm these
changes. Although Richard de Burgo, clerk of Annaghdown, obtained
letters from Rome for the creation of a new prebend and rectory for
Furanmore and Meary, the Archbishop of Tuam, of his own authority,
by letters dated at Galway, the 12th November, 1492, prevented that
new arrangement from being carried out, thus in the most practical
manner protecting the interests of the collegiate church from re-adjust-
ment and re-arrangement.

One beneficial effect of the foundation of the college was to stimulate
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and encourage practically the charity of the wealthy Catholic traders and
commercial gentry of the town. From this out they commenced gener-
ously to endow the church. Thus, in 1486, Dominick Lynch, as mayor,
partly built the college house and left it good legacies.

In 1493 James Lynch Fitz Stephen was mayor, concerning whose
alleged stern and unbending virtue and sense of justice, deaf to paternal
promptings, a story is told which is now believed to be apocryphal. One
thing undoubted about him, however, is that he was a liberal benefactor
to the church, and gave it beautiful stained glass windows. Omne Peter
Lynch some years after erected the side chapel to St. Catherine, and by
his will ¢¢left his principal stone tenement in Galway, and ten acres of
arable land in Athenry, for ever, for the perpetual sustenance of one good
and proper priest who should daily celebrate mass for the souls of himself,
Ellen Blake his wife, their ancestors, friends, and all the faithful
departed.”

Thus from this period grew the endowments of the church, side
by side with its territorial expansion and extension. The college
however, all through its career, seemed destined not to remain long in the
free unquestioned enjoyment of its property. It had continual disputes,con-
troversies, and contests, now with the surrounding parish clergy resenting
its encroachments, now with the Archbishop of Tuam asserting his
authority. Pope Alexander VI. was appealed to, to determine a claim of
one Maurice O’Flaherty who as rector claimed Moycullen, and also in the
case of Roderick O’Kennawayn and Owen O’Flaherty, who as such rectors
questioned the right and jurisdiction of the collegiate church in respect to
Kilcommon and Kilrowan parishes; while Richard de Burgo and others
asserted rectorial rights over Oranmore and Meary. To settle these
disputes, a rescript was issued from Rome in 1497 to the Bishop of
Clonfert and David de Burgho, a canon of Clonfert, to hear and determine
the case. They held their Court at Ballinapatrick in their own diocese,
and pronounced judgment against the plaintiff priests, and in favour of
the college claim. In 1501 another Papal rescript had to issue, thistime to
the Archbishop of Tuam, to admonish and reprove ¢ all sons of iniquity ”’
who in any way should invade or usurp the rights and privileges of the
college, and authorising excommunication in case of disobedience. A
commission was, later on, in 1502, issued to Florence O’Canavan to decide
some issue raised on this vexed point of jurisdiction by Richard de Burgo,
Canon of Annaghdown, and judgment went against him. In 1526 Meyler
and Thomas MacShoyn appealed to Rome against the union of their
vicarages to the college. The Archbishop of Tuam decreed that the
clergy who had succeeded in their claims to Rome in respect to the
livings of Kinlaghan and Scrower, as against the college, were not
thereto entitled, the warden and vicars in defence alleging fraud in
the petition to the Pope. Subsequently, when the rectory of Roscam
was united to Galway, the incumbent, Edmund de Burgo, protested,
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and on the petition of the warden, John O’Dermody, Cardinal Wolsey
as Papal legate issued a commission to the Dean of Kilfenora to
investigate and determine the claim, and he duly confirmed the title of
the college. Greater religious troubles outside swallowed up these
relatively petty parochial differences, and Rome was henceforth to be
untroubled about such matters.

The warden and vicars had their civic and urban as well as rural
and ecelesiastical disputes, and there was a serious conflict of authority
with the corporation and college, and the Archbishop of Tuam was
appealed to as judge of the merits of the controversy. In 1497 he
called a meeting of both parties in the Town Hall (a building Galway
then could boast of possessing, though without ome to-day). All
sides were heard, and a full investigation held, when an arrangement
was come to on this basis, and in these words recorded :—¢In the
honour of Almighty God and furtherance of His Divine Service,
the mayor and council being assembled, together with Sir Henry
Brannigan, warden, and the rest of the college of this town, it was con-
sented and agreed—1. That the warden and vicars shall daily say or
sing in the choir the ‘tyes’ or hours, as tercio, sexto, and nono; (2)
That they shall live together continually ; (3) That no prelate or vicar
be found out of their chambers or college house at night time without
lawful business; (4) That four boys should be assisting and helping
to sing daily in the choir, especially at Mary mass, at the expense of the
vicars and college; (5) That the mayor and council shall henceforth
control, correct, and punish the wardens and vicars, without any complaint
to be made by them orany of them to the bishop or archbishop, save only to
the mayor and council; (6) That the mayor and council shall have the
election of the warden yearly, and all priests and clerks or anyone else to
serve in the church or college”” (Corp. Book 4). To Hardiman I am in-
debted for this quaint entry, and much more valuable information which
he gleaned from the original records, and published in his ¢ History of
Galway.”

Twice, while the Catholic Archbishop of Tuam held a qualified epis-
copal sway over the wardenship of Galway, the college was confirmed in
its privileges and rights; once by William J oyce, and again by Christopher
Bodkin; both curiously enough natives of the town, and therefore, perhaps,
more partial than others to the place of their nativity. Whether it
is so or mnot, it is curious that it should have been found necessary so
frequently to confirm the original grants; and this interposition leads to
the supposition that some serious question of the authority occasionally
occurred, while it also strengthens the belief that a kind of overlordship or
superiorship remained over the institution, and continued to be exercised
by the See of Tuam. There is no documentary proof of such right,
nor does the Bull of Pope Innocent VIII. reciting the grant of Donatus
O’Murray make any reference to Tuam’s overlordship.

J PR a—
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The wardens seem occasionally to have been guilty of alienating by
ong leases, and for nominal rents, the lands acquired by them for pious
purposes, for we find that in 1546 the Town Council ordered that the
warden and vicars should not set any lands, tithes, or other revenues of
the college for more than one year. In 1514 John Bermingham when
warden leased to one John Fernando a tenement and garden at Fisher’s-
lane for 13s. 44. a year, ‘‘and two capons with their feathers.” The
abuse of alienation continued, for there is on record subsequently a
letting to one Thomas Porte of a house and lands at 6s. 84., and two
capons. It was found necessary in 1607 to re-enact the law against
ecclesiastical alienation, and to provide that the transgressor be expelled
from the college house as an unworthy member, and fined £20 if found
guilty of such practices.

With the Reformation came a change in the institution. From
that period it was shorn of its pomp and power. For the {remaining
years of the existence of the institution there was a divided authority,
with the usual results that follow division. Henry VIIL’s reign was
in Galway, as everywhere else in his dominions, signalised by sup-
pression and confiscation of religious establishments. Three of the
institutions in Galway came under his baneful ban, and the Collegiate
Church of St. Nicholas feared danger to its establishment. The Cor-
poration of Galway, however, as patrons of the church, were preparing
to yield to the king’s newly-assumed authority, when death removed
him, and delayed their action until the next reign. They petitioned
Edward VI.s Lord Deputy St. Leger, praying confirmation of their
original charter from the Archbishop of Tuam and the Pope, and which
never received any previous State sanction, nor needed it. They asked
that the church might continue to be governed, as from its institution,
by the mayor and his co-burgesses—with exemption from diocesan
and any other Ordinary jurisdiction, that the vicars and warden be
elected as before, and punished, removed, and corrccted by the mayor,
bailiff, and co-burgesses, an extension of the doctrine of Erastianism
that must have delighted the hearts of the Secularists of that
day. They by this submission sought to free themselves from any
ecclesiastical control, and were content instead to submit their
liberties to corporate control. They also claim the union of the
rectory of the Collegiate Church of Abbeyknockmoy, with its appur-
tenant benefices, and the quarta episcopalis pars, or episcopal fourth,
which was the right and revenue of the Archbishop. They feel it neces-
sary to ask the State confirmation for the rectories of Rahoon, Moycullen,
Oranmore, Roscam, Clare, Kilecomen, Meary, and Skryne, which, we may
take it, was the extent of their territory and jurisdiction at that time, when
it certainly had attained its fullest strength. They also requested that the
historic Collegiate Church of St. Nicholas, under which title and patron-
age they acquired and enjoyed their privileges, be changed and known
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henceforth as the King’s College of Galway. These requests were in
the main granted.

By authority of the Parliament of Westminster of the 27th of
April, 1551, after two years’ delay, the King, as requested, changed
the name of the church into ¢ The Royal College of Galway.”
He authorised and ordained that Patrick Blake, merchant, one of the
priests there, be warden, and that Patrick Kirwan, Thomas French,
Darby O’Hession, John Talman, Darby O’Rowan, John Dermot, John
O’Brangan, and Edmund O’Flaherty, be vicars choral; that as hereto-
fore, the college consist of one warden and eight vicars, who were to be a
body corporate, with right of perpetual succession, a common seal, and
power of making bye-laws. This edict practically secularised the establish-
ment, as the power over it of the mayor and corporation sought for was
confirmed. The cemeteries of the three disused monasteries in Galway
were granted to the college, and it enjoyed the revenues from all future
interments therein. This charter, with slight modifications of no essential
character, continued to be that under which the Protestant institution as
such was governed.

Although in constitution and organisation made Protestant, still,
during Mary’s reign and for some time during the early part of
Elizabeth’s, the college continued to be governed by Catholic priests.
Then, however, Sir Patrick Blake being warden, he was called upon
to come and appear before Queen Elizabeth’s commissioners and report
himself, which he duly and submissively did. The last substantial
lay improvement to the fabric of the church attempted was completed
at this time—the construction of what is known as Lynch’s Aisle by a
pious citizen of that name. The college was now surrendered to the
Established Church, but, it would appear, considerably shorn of its pos-
sessions, and from its new Protestant congregation it never acquired any
of those gifts, aids, grants, and bequests it was accustomed to receive in
the old Catholic days. Nay, more, bit by bit, its vicarial possessions
were alienated from its enjoyment and control.

There is on record, in 1561, a demise by Sir Clement Skerrett
(warden) to James Lynch, of a parcel of ground called Gortkeoyne for
twenty-one years, at fourpence, a curious proof of alienation. The Queen
by letters patent of 20th September, 1578, in consideration that the
warden and vicars and their successors ‘‘should continue together and
entertain a godly and lcarned preacher amongst them from time to time
at their own charges,” granted them the late dissolved monasteries of
Annaghdown, and Ballintubber, in Mayo, with all their appurtenances. In
1585, Sir Henry Burke, then warden, was arrested by the order of the
Archbishop of Tuam, and detained in prison for a sum of fifteen marks
due for small benefices. Petitioning Sir Nicholas Malby for his release,
he said ‘‘the benefices were waste and in a desert country, otherwise
they should be obliged to sell such livings as they had for their sus-
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tenance, and also for the support of many poor children whom they kept
in the college.”—Orig. MS.

There remained apparently from this period down a dual succession
of Catholic and Protestant wardens independent and separate. The
State control of the latter was vigorously exercised. In 1639 Strafford
interfered, as was his habit, and compelled the corporation (under the
form of recommendation) to elect John Harding, Vice-Provost of Trinity
College as their warden, which they did, further undertaking annually
to elect him during his life, ‘“he demeaning himself well.”” The
Catholic wardens were elected under the old system as prescribed by the
Bull of Innocent, while the charter of Edward regulated the Protestant
mode. This system of dual colleges was in a sense unique.

In secret the Catholics assembled every year regularly, chose their
mayor, bailiffs, and burgesses, as if an existing corporation, and they in
return, as the electorate, chose the warden and vicars. The Archbishop of
Tuam claimed and exercised a right of veto. In 1620 John Fallon, being
mayor, wrote a strong declaration of independence to Tuam, adding
‘“that the people of the town are so steadfast in the matter, that for all
the clergy in Ireland they would not lose one atom of their privileges.”
A confirmation of the old powers was obtained from Pope Urban VIII.
in 1637, but notwithstanding its silence on the subject, the Archbishop
claimed the evidently inherent right of an ordinary visitation and the
payment of a synodicum. The warden, on his side, insisted that the
collegiate church was ‘“ecclesia insignis collegiata et exempta ab
ordinaria jurisdictione.”” The Archbishop denied its freedom from
episcopal control, and traversed the claim that the warden possessed
“‘jurisdictio episcopalis vel quasi cpiscopalis.” In 1648 the Catholics
repossessed themselves for a brief period of their old church of St. Nicholas,
and for the first time for many years, and for the last time, mass was
solemnly said there, and a sermon preached by John Keegan, of the
Society of Jesus.

The disciplinary disputes with Tuam, however, seemed chroniec.
Clare parish being vacant, the Archbishop refused to recognise one
Walter Lynch presented by the warden, unless the college should
agree to the following conditions, which being submitted to may
be taken as defining their separate rights and his jurisdiction :—
(1) That the Archbishop should approve of him; (2) That he should
be obedient to the provincial and diocesan synods and statutes; (3)
That he should give no contradiction to the Archbishop’s visitation,
correction, procuration, &c.; and (4) That he should give an undertaking
under his hands to be obedient to his lordship’s sentence touching the
controversy between them. The Bishops of Elphin and Clonfert, the Vicar-
Apostelic of Kilmacduagh, Sir Lucas Dillon, one of the Supreme Council,
and Richard Martin, Mayor of Galway, were appointed arbitrators, and
a settlement was arrived at on this basis.
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Cromwell’s soldiery ineurably destroyed the monuments and interior
ornamentation of the chureh, and they left their indelible, destructive
mark there, as elsewhere.

In 1663 one Dr. James Vaughan was appointed Protestant warden for
life, and this by letters patent, an innovation on the annual practice; and
the corporation granted three parts in eight of the tithes to the college for
repairing the church and college house, &c., paying £40 a-year to one of
the body for preaching every Sunday in the church. Dr. Vesey, Pro-
testant Archbishop of Tuam, after Dr. Vaughan’s death, got letters
patent from Charles II., in 1684, reciting that the wardenship was
vacant and in the King’s gift and disposal pleno jure (an innovation and
untruth, for it was never in the gift of the Crown), and uniting it per-
petually to Tuam, giving the viears and their sucecessors the several
parishes, and allowing them the gquarta pars episcopalis.  Dr. Vesey
retained the wardenship for thirty-four years.

James II. re-granted the short-lived Catholic Corporation its old
power of openly electing the warden and viears as they used to do
secretly, and Henry Brown was publicly chosen warden accordingly,
while Henry Joyce, Michael Lynch, James Fallon, John Rodin, Gerome
Martin, Nicholas Nolan, and Thomas Lynch were chosen vicars. Dr.
Vesey, the Protestant prelate, however, held the church against them,
and refused to submit to or acknowledge the new arrangement. In
1689 they petitioned the King for leave to take possession of their own
church as, said they, ¢“its college house was absolutely in ruin, and its
church fast going to decay.” The so-called arbitrary king referred
the petition to the going judges of assize to determine according to law.
Some delay occurring, another petition went forth stating that for two
years previously service was not held in the church. Lord Clanricarde
thereupon gave up the ehurch to the vicars and warden, but Ginckle
coming there in 1691, it was restored to the Protestant elergy, in whose
hands it has since remained undisturbed.

Dr. Vesey before mentioned got the Irish Parliament to give him
power to remove the historic Sec from Tuam to Galway, thus destroying
the continuity his co-religionists claimed for it from the days of Jarlath.
The State agreed to this change, as later on it did to the abolition of
the Tuam archbishopric after Dr. Trench’s death, but strange to add,
the Gualway Corporation resisted the removal, and the scheme was aban-
doned, never to be revived.

In 1734 the Rev. Samuel Simcocks was elected warden, and the
annual income of the post was then estimated at £500. In 1820 the
Very Rev. James Daly was the last Protestant warden, and there were
two resident vicars elected annually, under charter, receiving £75 a-year,
and ranking as king’s chaplains. The warden’s perquisites were the
tithes and emoluments of the parish of St. Nicholas, and threc-fourths
of the tithes of the other parishes of Ballinacourt, Clare Galway,
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Kilcommon, Moycullen, Oranmore, Rahoon, and Shrule, with 11 acres
at Roscam, 17 acres at Royallen, 40 acres at Cappanareagh, 5 acres at
Ross, 10 acres at Kilcummin, and the college house—all supposed to
produce about £254 annually, and, all told, making the income of the
warden, at the beginning of the century, as equivalent to £1000 a-year.

At the Reform Act, the peculiar privileges of the corporation,
long fallen into disuse, were abolished, and the Protestant wardenship
became a rectory under the archdiocese of Tuam.

With the Catholic wardens and vicars a different arrangement was
pursued. Persectftion and proseription rendered it difficult and risky
to openly carry on the elections annually after the old custom, yet the
succession was kept up unbroken up to 1831, when the last warden died.
‘We may incidentally mention a few. In 1691 John Bodkin was Catholic
warden, and after him came Edmund Lyneh, in whose time in consequence
of the insecurity of their property, the possessions, plate, and valuables
of the college were sent over to France and converted into money, the
interest thereof being regularly sent over to Galway for the support of the
clergy. The college income and sacred vessels were confiscated by the
French Government at the time of the Revolution, and no compensation
was ever made to the despoiled owners. The Catholie Corporation, although
only the shadow of a name, continued annually to meet and elect its
warden and vicars as of old, and this in fear and trembling, until 1725,
when a kind of chapel was allowed to be fitted up in Middle-street and
divine service openly carried on there until 1731, when Walter Taylor,
being mayor, was ordered by the Irish House of Lords to apprehend and
commit all Popish priests in town and country. Patrick Birmingham
was warden in those days, chosen by the tribes, as distinguished from the
natives who were not of these fourteen select names. He had disputes
with the Catholic Archbishop of Tuam concerning his jurisdiction, and
ultimately they were composed by a compromise allowing the Archbishop
a triennial visitation ¢n capite et membris, and a right of appeal to him
from the decision of the warden. In return he granted the right of
election of warden to the lay patrons as before, but fixed the election
as triennial not annual. In 1733 Pope Clement XII. confirmed that
arrangement.

Some of the successors of Warden Birmingham were, as he was,
crudite and celebrated men. We find among them Hyacinth Bodkin,
who died in 1749 ; Marcus Kirwan; Anthony Blake, of Dunmacreena,
afterwards Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of Ireland. Then came
Francis Kirwan, and John Joyee who continued until 1783, when he was
succeeded by Valentine Kirwan, who founded a school for the education
of poor children. Dying in 1791, John Joyce succeeded him, and in hig
time the old dispute between the tribal and non-tribal families waxed
so warm, that an appeal was made to Rome to settle the differences, which
was decided in favour of the old fourteen families in 1792, and the old
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custom of election by them continued. An attempt was made by the
Archbishop of Tuam to abolish the Collegiate Church, which was evidently
becoming an anomaly and unworkable, but for the moment it failed.
In 1805 Valentine Bodkin was warden, and no vicars being elected, he
obtained a dispensation from Rome to render eligible three Regulars of the
Dominican Order named John Fallon, Charles and Edmund French.
The latter succceded as warden, and much religious commotion was the
consequence ; but Rome confirmed on appeal his election, and an excel-
lent and worthy man he proved himself. He erected the Collegiate
Church of St. Nicholas in 1816, and established the ®Presentation Con-
vent. IHis powers and jurisdiction were really those of a quasi bishop in
many respects. He possessed visitorial privileges over every institution
in the district, and could send two students to Maynooth. He was
entitled to a chair and vote at a synod; could wear mitre, crosier, and
pontificals, but could not ordain, confirm, or conmsecrate the holy oils.

In the nature of things it was to be expected this curious power
would cease, and so on the death of Dr. French, the last Catholic warden,
in 1831, Galway was elevated to a Sce, and Dr. Brown was consecrated
in Tuam its first bishop by Dr. Oliver Kelly, Archbishop of Tuam, Dr.
O’Donnell was his successor; then Dr. M‘Evilly, now Archbishop of Tuam;
and after him Dr. Carr, now Archbishop of Melbourne; while after him
came the present equally worthy prelate, Dr. M‘Cormack. Thus after a
continuous uninterrupted existence for 347 years, from 1484 to 1831,
ended the Wardenship of Galway.
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FWiscellanea,

A Curious Description of Ireland and its Inhabitants (from an
ancient Spanish manuscript in the National Library of Naples).—In a
Spanish manuscript of the sixteenth century, belonging to the National
Library in Naples, and which appears to be copied from an older one, I
have found the following strange description of Ireland and its people.
The text runs so :—

. “Esta tierfa (el Reyno de Ybernia) es isla maritima, y dizen
estar fuera de las siete climas y la gente della es de muy larga vida, que
algunos dellos viven dozientos afios, y & quellos que nacen alli y se crian,
nunca pueden morir mientre que alli restan, y quando son muy flacos de
vejez sacan los de la Isla y luego mueren y en esta Isla no ay pan
empero son muy abundantes de ganados. Son gente simple y muy her-
mosos y a los jubileos de S. Jago vienen muchos dellos y el Rey trae por
armas un escudo amarillo con un leon negro rdmpante.”

TRANSLATION.

¢ This country (the Kingdom of Ireland) is a maritime island, and it
is said that it is out of the seven climates, and the people there have a
very long life, some of them live up to two hundred years, and those
who are born and live there can never die while they stay there, so that
when they are very feeble for old age they put them out of the island,
and they immediately die; and in this island there is no bread, but there
is much cattle. The people are simple and very handsome, and many of
them come to the feasts of St. James; and their king’s arms are a
golden shield with a black lion rampant.”—L. S. Sarazag.

The Killeen Cormaic Stones.—In answer to Mr. FitzGerald, I
write to say that I have a cast of the ill-fated ogham, Killeen Cormaic
II.; an item in the collection of paper-casts formed by my dear and
honoured friend the late Sir Samuel Ferguson, and, in accordance with
his desire, presented to me by Lady Ferguson. This I have recently
re-examined, and find that it corroborates the published reading—
MAQIDDECCEDA MAQT MARIN—throughout. As soon as my scanty leisure
will allow me, I hope to photograph this cast; the photograph, when I
am satisfied with it, will be at the disposal of the Society for publication,
if desired, as it is important that the inscription should be put on record
in a better form than a mere ms. copy.

But cannot something be done to rescue the stone itself? The state
of the other monuments in the cemetery shows that it is visited by
mischievous persons as well as by antiquaries, so that it is hopeless to
expect to reconstruct it ¢n sifw. And may I point out one very serious
danger to which it is exposed? If the omnivorous curiosity hunters
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hear that an ogham stone is lying in a deserted cemetery, broken into a
number of portable pieces, they may leave off purchasing forged arrow-
heads at the Giant’s Causeway for a while and infest the Killeen; and
we shall have the inscription disseminated over the European and
American continents. Cannot the fragments be brought together to
some museum or other? Both historically and philologically this text
is an extremely precious one. Historically, because this Macdecced
seems in some way to be a link between his brethren in Munster and
those in England and Wales: philologically, because of the doubled »
in the principal name. ‘When we have discovered whether the duplica-
tion of consonants in ogham inscriptions means anything or nothing,!
this (and the Dunloe MAQIDDUMILEAS) will be of special interest.

Perhaps Mr. FitzGerald would kindly let us have light on another
point. In his description of the stone, now lying alongside the bilingual,
Father Shearman describes the bust cut upon it as ¢ barely traceable
(I quote from memory, but that is certainly his meaning). Now (a) the
bust is cut fresh and sharp, and yields an excellent rubbing, as I have
found ; and (d) there are several divergencies between Shearman’s cut of
the figure, and the figure itself as it at present exists. Is Shearman in
error, or has someone been meddling with the stone in the meanwhile ?

As to the bilingual, the more I think over it the more I am disposed
to regard ‘“ IVVENE DRVV-IDES ’—¢ Tuvene son of Druadh,” as the most
satisfactory solution of the puzzle. I take Druwides as = to the Manx
maqr proaTA and the Pictish MEQeDDRROIANN; & proper name in each
case. 1 don’t know if anyone has ever suggested this reading before,
and I am not aware of any parallel instance of -ides patronymic on
British soil : but identical constructions are found in oghams, where we
have -agni or -igni patronymic: as at Kilbonane, Castletimon, White-
field I., and possibly Lewannick II. (where (?) uLcaaNT ULC-a6NT = ¢ of
Ulcén son of Ulchu ") ; 1vvexE, of course, answers to the vvaxos of the
ogham, and in form is echoed by the ocrexk of the Trefgarne inscrip-
tion. If this identification be maintained, 7 of course must be v at
Killeen Cormaic; but I cannot enter into the T question at present.

1 have read with the greatest interest the Rev. E. Barry’s anxiously
expected Paper on the Kilkenny oghams, and am delighted to find him
giving his authority to the conclusion arrived at independently by Lord
Southesk and myself, that ), when consonantal, is guttural, not labial.
To his list of xor oghams may be tentatively added that at Donard ; but
the reading of this cannot be satisfactorily determined till the lichen is
cleaned off the stone: as far as I could make it out it runs 1a(e)r~1 (x)or

HA(QI)M(gb oo o ? [or mucos?] ... .)

1 T am rather inclined to think that it means nothing; else why should we have
Magi-ddecceda, -decceddas, -decedda, and -deceda coéxistent ?
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By an unfortunate printer’s slip, ‘“®.s.a.” crept in after my name on
P. 379 of Vol. v. May I close this note by disclaiming the honour, to
which I have no title ?—R. A. STEWART MACALISTER.

Antiquities in France.—The following appeared in the GQraphic of
Feb. 1 last :—* Antiquities are not treated with much respect in France,
when one of the curious Breton dolmens can be bought by any private
individual to serve as a tombstone. A resident in Meudon is now bring-
ing from Brittany the huge dolmen of Ker-Han, in the district of St.
Philibert, consisting of thirteen solid blocks of granite, and will erect the
monument over his family grave.”

The ¢ Annals of Clonmacnoise.”—The first published edition of
these interesting, and often quoted Anmnals of Ireland, has been issued
to the Fellows as one of the Society’s Extra Volume Series. Copies
may be obtained by Members at Ten Shillings, from Messrs. Hodges,
Figgis & Co., Grafton-street, Dublin. The volume is edited by the Rev.
Dr. Murphy, s.7., Vice-President of the Society.

New Grange, Co. Meath.—I lately met with, in Volume I. of the
Hibernian Magazine (1771, p. 257), a letter written to that journal by
“A. Walker, Great George’s-street, June, 1771,” referring to what the
writer called ‘“a remarkable cavern’ at New Grange, and which he says
had only been opened a few years previously. He had personally visited
the place, and gives a description of it, with apparent accuracy, and
also supplies a diagram or ground plan to enable the readers to follow
his description. According to this diagram there was then the full
complement of standing stones encireling the mound. The passage and
triple recessed chamber with the stone receptacle of each is shown
plainly, and he draws attention to the shape of the cross formed by it.
He gives the opinions and traditions he learned, and also expresses his
own views with some soundness and modesty.

The substance of the letter is as follows:—He admits the much
greater antiquity of conical mounts than the descent of the Danes into
Ireland. Those with ranges of intrenchments or ditches were probably
places of defence, and built by the Danes; but those composed chiefly
of stone were certainly sepulchres of chiefs or leading men. The mount
at New Grange (with many others which he had examined) was com-
posed chiefly of stones about the size of one’s two hands. By chance,
a few years before, an horizontal opening was found in the side of the
hill, and on clearing out rubbish a road wide enough to admit one man
at a time was discovered. The sides and roof were formed of flat stones.
He estimates the hill to be fifty yards in diameter and twenty in height.
Then he gives a diagram, lettered for reference. In each recess of

G 2
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the chamber was a hollow round stone vessel about four feet in diameter,
like saucers. A ring of prodigious stones more ponderous than those of
Stonehenge surrounded the hill. He knew of no machinery, though
actuated by 1,000 horses, that could move some of them. No tool
marked any of them, and no quarry near was capable of producing such.
He describes them as freestone, of a gritty nature, and thinks the place
was built on a plain surface and covered over. He also thinks the stone
vesscls might be altars to Woden, Thor, and Friga. He adds, that one
might think it had been piled up since Christianity had been introduced
owing to the entrance and vault being in the shape of a cross. There
were no local traditions about it, but he thinks it was the burial place of
some remarkable chief, and of greater antiquity than Christianity. He
remarks that the arch was formed by the overlapping of flat stones.
The round eltars had no marks of tool on them. He notices ornaments
upon the flat stones forming the roof, but from their rudeness he thinks
they must have been cut by flints or some hard stone.

1 have followed the writer’s words generally. He makes no mention
of anything having been found in the ¢ Mount,” save the rubbish in
the entrance or passage.—E. R. M‘C. Dix.

A Bundoran Legend.—When on a recent visit to Bundoran, we
heard a legend concerning a tombstone in the graveyard of Caldwell,
which induced us to visit the place. The story is as follows:—A
young married woman went to wash her clothes in a stream near
the house, and an animal called by the natives a dhuraghoo (that
is spelled as pronounced, but I have never seen the word written),
came out of the river and attacked her. Her husband (or brother
according to some accounts) missing her went to look for her, and
found her dead and the beast sucking her blood. The dhuraghoo
attacked the horse ; for the husband seems to have been on horseback.
The horse being frightened, ran away, but became exhausted at a village
called from this circumstance Garronard (garron, a bad horse; ard, a
high place). The dhuraghoo is said to have gone ‘‘through?’’ the horse
and to have killed it. It was then speared by the husband who at the
same time killed its young one. The dhuraghoo is said by some to have
been an animal half wolf-dog half fish, by others an enormous sea-
otter. The enclosed sketch of the tombstone was made on the spot by
Miss Jefferson. Unfortunately she had not time quite to finish it.
There was a Maltese cross below the letters. Two other tombstones are
shown in connexion with the story, one bearing an image of the horse,
and said to be that of the husband. Perhaps some antiquary may be
able to throw light on the legend and on the nature of the dhuraghoo.—
Miss L. A. WarkINaTox.
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St. Patrick’s Bells.—The following communication has been made to
the Dean and Chapter of St. Patrick’s Cathedral, in connexion with the
proposal to recast the ancient bells to form a new peal :—

RovAar SocIETY oF ANTIQUARIES OF IRELAND.
Counci Room, 7 Srt. STEPHEN’S-GREEN, DUBLIN,

11¢h March, 1896.
Very Rev. DEar Sir,

The attention of the Council of the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland has
been drawn to the announcement that a new peal of bells has been offered to St.
Patrick’s Cathedral.

The Council desires to express a hope that a course which has—lamentably for
Archzologists—obtained throughout the Kingdom at many English and Irish Churches
in past centuries, will not be followed in Dublin: namely, that the provision of a
new and finer peal should of necessity be signalised by the sacrifice of older and perhaps
historic bells in the melting-pot.

The Council does not deprecate the idea that the year 1896 should be signalised by
the gift of a heavier and finer peal to St. Patrick’s, which would be more worthy
of it than a preceding one, but this should not involve the destruction of old bells of
great interest to the Archwologist, and hallowed by many memories.

Dublin has suffered too often in the pastin the disappearance of many ancient
bells from its belfries, owing to the sordid economy of turning the mere metal into
money, to afford the loss of any bell from the ancient peal of St. Patrick’s, whether
of those dating from 1670, with their quaint inscriptions and historic value, or even
those, historic in their epoch of 1864, being a record of the notable restoration of the
Cathedral by a citizen of Dublin at that time.

The Council earnestly desires to enlist the good offices of the Dean in this matter,
and would pray him to plead with the Chapter and Cathedral Board for the preservation
of these old bells, and to retain them in their ancient home.

The Council is advised that the great Tower would be capable of hanging both a
greater and finer peal and the ancient one; and the latter not as a silent peal, but to be
heard at times by those who may attach great interest to their historic survival
and associations; and desire that they should remain as an abiding record of the

ast.
a I am, Very Rev. Sir,
Your obedient servant,

ROBERT COCHRANE,

Hon. Sec. Royal Soc. Ant., Ireland.
To Tue Very REv.

Tue DeaN or St. Patrick’s CATHEDRAL, DUBLIN.
To this letter the Dean has made the following reply :—

Tue Deaxery, St. Parrick’s,

March 13th, 1896.
DEear Siwr,

In reply to your letter of March 11th, T have much pleasure in informing you
that it is not now contemplated to destroy the present bells.

‘When we proposed to appeal to the public for the means of providing a new peal,
we thought that we should be obliged to give the old bells to the founder in part
payment of his account. The necessity for doing this has been obviated by the
generous offer of Lord Iveagh to pay the whole cost of the new peal, so as to enable
us to preserve the old bells in the Cathedral, which I hope we may be able to do.

I remain,

Yours faithfully,
HENRY JELLETT.
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Aotices of Books,

[Nore.—Those Works marked % are by Members of the Society.]

# Rambles and Studies in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Dalmatia: with an account
of the Proceedings of the Congress of Archeologists and Anthropologists
at Sarajero in 1894. By Robert Munro, .., Secretary to the
Society of Antiquaries of Scotland ; Hon. Fellow, Royal Society of
Antiquaries of Ircland, &e. (Edinburgh: William Blackie & Sons.)

To fully review this instructive and interesting work would require
the reproduction of several of its pages, and even its chapters, with
finally a recommendation for our members to obtain the volume itself
and study it carcfully ; instead of doing so our notice must be restricted
to a bricf résumé of a limited number of those leading points that appear
to bear most on Irish antiquities. Its learned author has enjoyed excep-
tional opportunities for studying the remains of earlier ages in foreign
lands, and of comparing them with those most familiar to ourselves in our
own country, hence his writings rise beyond the mere records of local
investigations, and aid to correlate the history of mankind in prehistorie
and primitive ages throughout the Continent with the accumulated
experience of our own students of antiquities in Great Britain and Ireland.

In the present work, interspersed with graphic descriptions of
the various places visited during his travels, and remarks on scenery,
men, and manners, he brings vividly before us the rude remains of the
prehistoric and mneolithic stations of Butmir, which he recognised as
constituting the debris of an early Pile settlement, similar to those he is
familiar with in Scotland and Ireland, and elsewhere on the Continent—
structures he has amply illustrated in his well-known works on this sub-
ject, respecting which he is admitted to be the highest living authority.!
In other chapters descriptions are found regarding successive phases of
civilisation during the ages of Bronze and of early Iron manufacture,
illustrated by numerous plates especially bearing on the extension of
Roman culture and colonisation. Here we must notice, as deserving of
careful perusal, the remarks concerning the Emperor Diocletian’s palace
at Spalato, a complete eity in itself, constructed after the manmer of a
Roman camp, having four sides and four gates, and including quarters for
soldiers and officials, built by the Emperor at his birth-place, and designed

! Qur own Journal contains a valuable Paper by him, descriptive of the ¢ Struc-
tural Features of Lake-Dwellings,” which appeared in vol. iv., 6th Series.



NS N

NOTICES OF BOOKS. 87

to form a peaceful retreat where he might spend his later years. Dr.
Munro gives a detailed map of this structure with several illustrations
such as the peristyle door, the north gate of the palace, and also one of
the two sphinxes brought from Egypt, and placed as decorative figures in
front of the Mausoleum. Throughout the districts that Dr. Munro visited
the Roman race left indelible marks of their presence and power, as they
also did in Britain, and when in the progress of time they accepted the
Christian faith, this change of thought brought with it abiding evidences
of the fact, for even their domestic utensils, such as the oil lamp in daily
use, became decorated with distinetive symbols, many examples of which
are figured in this book for our advantage.

Chapter No. 8 has its claims on Irish students of Celtic ornamen-
tation. The description of an excursion to Knin and the surrounding
district should be perused by all who wish for wide views of the possible
origin and modifications interlaced patterns have undergone, when in-
vestigated in their relations with other lands besides our own, where they
are found alike decorating early manuscripts and sacred stone monuments.
The following passages are selected as specially instructive :—

“ Interlaced ornamentations.””—*Of the many interesting memorials
of the past met with on this part of the Balkan Peninsula, not the least
important are those interlaced slabs from the ecarly churches of Knim.
They belong to a style of decorative art once common among Christian
communities throughout Europe and some parts of Asia and Africa. In
the course of the distribution of this style over such an extensive area its
details naturally underwent various modifications in the hands of different
artists, especially those inhabiting countries far from the centre of its
primary development, such as the Saxons, the Celts, and the Scandi-
navians. Nowhere has this divergence been more marked than within
the British Isles; so much so that at one time it was the current belief
that interlacements were a creation of the Celtic mind. But wider
observation has proved that interlaced patterns were introduced from the
East by the same channel which gave access to Christianity. At the
same time it is not denied that in the hands of the Celts these designs,
especially in combination with the pre-existing spirals and trumpet
shaped spaces, have been manipulated in such a manner as to give their
productions a remarkable individuality of character.” Then follows a
quotation from Dr. Joseph Anderson’s ¢ Scotland in Early Christian
Times,” 2 Ser., p. 113, and a detail of the numerous materials in which
these elaborate patterns were employed in stone and metal work, in
book covers, and manuscripts, chalices, reliquaries, and fonts, and in
carvings of bone and wood.

“There is now a consensus of opinion ¢that this form of ornamenta-
tion’ originated in the Byzantine school and thence spread throughout
Europe, acquiring greater intricacy and significance as it reached the
outward limits of Christendom. The Continental specimens on stone-
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work are broadly characterised by a division of the interlacing bands into
three ridges, a feature which is extremely rare in the Celtic area, the
band, in the latter case, being either plain or divided into two ridges.
There is reason to believe that this simplification of the band, though
in point of ornamecntation it may be regarded as a backward step, was
due to necessities imposed upon the artist in his efforts at greater
elaboration.”

Dr. Munro enters, with much detail, into this subject so full of
interest to students of our Celtic ornamentation, and states that in the
illumination of the Gospel of St. Mark in the ‘ Book of Deer,”” which
has an interlaced border composed of three plain bands on each side, the
artist commenced at the top by dividing the bands into three ridges, but
discontinued the operation after a plait or two had been executed. Some
good illustrative examples are figured from a font in the baptistery of
Spalato, from a seulptured cross now in the Church of St. Petronio,
Bologna, and from the end of a sarcophagus in a church at Ravenna.

To such as are unable personally to visit these distant lands, Dr.
Munro’s writings will afford the best possible substitute, and for those
who can, it will prove an indispensable guide. All must agree in his
statement, ¢ From the current opinion that archaology is a dry, un-
interesting study and incompatible with the gay and pleasurable side of
life I dissent ¢ fofo,” and will join in hoping he may yet afford us
further pleasure and instruction by writing and publishing many similar
books of travel combined with archeeologic investigations.—W. F.

The Evil Eye: an account of this Ancient and widespread Superstition.
By Frederick Thomas Elworthy, with 100 illustrations; 471 pages.
(London : John Murray, 1895.)

Tae title of this work does not fully convey an idea of the extent and
variety of the subjects of superstitious regard investigated in its pages.
It is a collection of very curious lore, compiled with great care, evidencing
a good deal of study, and it forms a comprehensive record of the various
typical practices and beliefs of all countries and times regarding the
almost universal superstition of the evil eye, or personal evil influence.

The chapter on ‘“ Sympathetic Magic *’ treats of enchantment; witch-
craft; Egyptian ushebtiu or little figures of wood or stone; deceiving the
dead ; the fattura della morte or death-maker of Southern Italy ; sympathetic
medicine; sun worship; orientation; the wuulon of Australia ; the name,
a part of the body; human beings walled up alive; and substitution in
sacrifice. Totems, portents, and tree worship are dealt with in another
chapter, and here, as in many other portions of the work, the various
superstitions are not directly connected with the belicf in the evil eye,
but are not less interesting on that account.
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As regards * Symbols and Amulets” the writer says, after referring
to symbolism as occupying as large a space now in Christian art, as in
the Pagan mythology of old :—

¢« This love of symbol and the eagerness for its artistic use are said to be rapidly
reviving, & fact which does but prove how history repeats itself; and that the primitive
notions of mankind are constantly reasserting themselves; that we are but now re-
adopting the methods which have prevailed intermittently throughout all human
time.”’

The mystic eye, and the eye used in decoration, especially by the
Etruscans, who ornamented their vases and furniture with eyes very
conspicuously depicted, which are said to have an analogy to those so
often painted in the Hellenic vases, and have probably the same symbolic
meaning ; and by the ancient Egyptians who were accustomed to adorn
their pottery with the eye as-a special feature of the design ; are instances
of the use of this emblem as a talisman against its own influence—the
fertile source, it was thought, of every evil to mankind.

The heads and horns of animals, used to decorate halls, are said to have
been originally placed there to avert evil influences, and this is traced to
the cult of the horned Isis and Diana; and the horse-shoe nailed to doors,
and used in other positions, is another form of the same emblem.

Numerous illustrations are given of the shields of warriors of the
legions of ancient Rome, following the practice of the Greeks and other
earlier nations. The suggestion is that the original custom of emblazon-
ing strange devices upon warriors’ shields was to catch the eye of the
enemy and absorb the poison of the first glance. The form and history
of these devices are traced, until at last a systematic combination becomes
developed into a guasi-science which we now call heraldry.

The subject is treated in a masterly and fascinating style, and isa
most interesting record of many different phases of human superstition.
The illustrations add greatly to the value of the work.

*An Account of the Parliament House, Dublin. With Notices of Parlia-
ments held there, 1661-1800. By John T. Gilbert, rr.p., M.B.I.A.
(Dublin : Hodges, Figgis, & Co.)

Ta1s work is a new edition of portion of Dr. Gilbert’s well-known, but now
scarce, History of the City of Dublin. Fresh and original matter has been
added, no doubt the result of the researches of the author in recent
years.  Many views and portraits have also been added from authentic
originals which add to the interest of the work. The ground covered in
the book is of exceptional interest, not only locally to citizens of Dublin,
but to all students of Irish history. It enters fully into all matters
relating to the history of Irish Parliaments in the period named, gives
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most interesting details of the old Chichester House in “ Hoggen Green,”
and the erection of the new Parliament House on its site, the original
designer being Captain Edward Lovet Pearce. The information is of a
varied character, including notices of the trials of Lord Santry, Viscount
Netterville, and the Earl of Kingston, and many interesting particulars
of the celebrated characters who figured in the last great struggle for,
and against, the Union.

Full descriptions from contemporary accounts are given of the Old
House of Commons; a beautiful chamber, before its destruction in 1792.
We would like to have had a fuller architectural description of the
building as a whole, and mention made of the work of Gandon, from
whose design the entrance to the House of Lords was built, and of
the entrance to the House of Commons, from a design by Robert Parke.

* Evolution in Art, as illustrated by the Life-Histories of Designs. By
Alfred C. Haddon. Contemporary Science Series. (London :
Walter Scott & Co.)

Ir is a pleasure to read a book such as this, written on a system. Not-
withstanding the extent of the field covered and host of references, the
facts are marshalled in clear order, and the succession of the sections
proceeds without confusion. The aim of the book is, in Professor
Haddon’s words, “ to deal with the arts of design from a biological or
natural history point of view.” The life-historics of a few artistic
ideas, as moulded by suggestion and expectancy, are traced along the
lines of four needs—Art, Information, Wealth, and Magic and Religion.
Professor Haddon introduces his subject to the reader by a detailed
examination of patterns from British New Guinea, in which field he is
himsclf an original worker. This section is, indeed, condensed from the
author’s important Memoir on the Decorative Art of British New Guinea,
lately published by the Royal Irish Academy. He then proceeds to the
general consideration of the subjeet, in which he ably summarises the
results of the leading workers in this as yet little known field of anthro-
pology. The industry here displayed cannot be too highly praised.
The book is not only a eomplete text-book, but also an exhaustive index
of the literature of the subject. It will be found of especial interest to
archmologists, particularly the sections on symbolism and the religious
and talismanic use of patterns. Itis impossible to investigate adequately
the remains of ancient peoples without taking into account their art.
And the point of view suggested by Professor Haddon’s book will, we
are confident, prove fruitful in opening up many unexpected lines of
inquiry in antiquarian subjects.
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The Book-Plate Annual and Armorial Year Book for 1896. Edited and
Illustrated by John Leighton, r.s.a. Royal 4to. Price 2s. 6d.
(London: A. & C. Black, Soho-square, W.)

Tars is the third yearly issue of this publication, which contains matter
relating to libraries, and subjects connected with books generally, and
much useful information for book buyers and lovers of old time litera-
ture; the illustrations are fifty in number.

The fifth article in the present issue treats of the book-plates of the
learned societies, and deals with those of the Royal Society, and of the
Society of Antiquaries; it is followed by a Paper on the dispersion of
the treasures collected by Horace Waulpole at Strawberry Hill, in which
an interesting account is given of the Library, with an illustration of its
printing house erected there in 1757, and a notice of the volumes issued
therefrom. In the obituary notices for 1895, reference is made to the
death of that enthusiastic collector of Zw-ZLibris, the late Rev. T. W.
Carson, Dublin, and a copy of his book plate, by John Leighton, is
given.

The Annual for 1896 is well up to the high standard of former years,
and is a handsome and interesting publication.

The Voyage of Bran. By Kuno Meyer and Alfred Nutt. Grimm
Library. (London: D. Nutt, 1895.)

TrE fourth publication in the Grimm Library Series is a volume which
will prove of absorbing interest to lovers of ancient Irish legendary
literature and to students of comparative Mythology. In Part I. of this
book Professor Kuno Meyer has edited for us an ancient legendary story,
The Voyage of Bran, in which the prose narrative is broken by long
poetic passages. The Irish text and a translation are given, and a
scholarly preface deals with the seven wmss. of the story existing. Pro-
fessor Kuno Meyer concludes from a philological analysis of these Mss.:
that they are all derived from a tenth century document, which in its
turn was a copy of a seventh century ms.; and that at that era the story
was first composed and written down. The story deals with a subject
which was a favourite one with ancient writers, giving free scope to the
exercise of the imagination and descriptive powers. The hero Bran is
summoned to the ¢ other world’’ of Irish fable, and a gorgeous descrip-
tion is given of its beauties and wonders.

Mr. Nutt's portion of the volume will be of more interest to the
general reader. He summarises all the chief Irish legends dealing with
this subject of the other world; whether it be a happy island over sea,
ruled by Mananaan Mac Lir, or the under hill country inhabited by the
invisible Sidh—the fairies of popular superstition. Amongst these tales
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the best known are the Sick Bed of Cuchulain ; the Wooing of Edain ;
Connla; Oisin’s Voyage to Timanoge ; and the Voyage of Maeldune, on
which Tennyson founded a poem. Mr. Nutt then investigates the early
Irish Christian ideas of heaven as shown in such writings as *“ Adamnan’s
Vision ”? and ¢ St. Patrick’s Purgatory.” A comparison is instituted
between these descriptions and those found in the Apocalypse, in the
Apocryphal Revelation of St. Peter, and in the visionary writings of the
carly fathers. The subject is pursued into the realm of classic literature,
where we find it dealt with by Homer, Virgil, and Lucian. An inves-
tigation of Indian and Scandinavian myths concludes this masterly
treatise.

It is interesting to note that this idea of the mysterious other-world
is not confined in Irish literature to legend merely; but occurs in
such a serious matter-of-fact historical chronicle as ‘“ The Wars of the
Gaedhil and the Gaill,” in connexion with the sudden appearance of
Dunlaing O’Hartigan by the side of Murrogh at Clontarf; and even as late
as the 17th century, in a contemporary history of the wars of Owen Roe
O'Neill, the chronicle expresses a surmise that the hero had not died, but
was translated to some happy island of the world, there to wait till
summoned by God to risc and arm for war. This passage gains a
hundred-fold interest, when we take up this treatise of Mr. Nutt’s, and
diseover that it but embodies an idea amounting to a belief, which the
Celtic imagination has clung to since the pre-Christian era, with which
the legend of Cuchullin’s sick-bed deals, and which Dr. Kuno Meyer

proves for us has existed in written story since the seventh century.—
A. L. M.

* The Actions of the Enniskillen Men (1688-9). By Captain William
M‘Carmick. Edited by W.T. Latimer, 8.o. (Dungannon: Richard-
son & Sons, 1896.)

TrE position of Enniskillen gave it a peculiar importance in the Civil
War in 1688-89. The long extent of Lough Frne, when defended at
Enniskillen and Ballyshannon, made it a very important strategical barrier.
The attitude taken by the townsmen in the face of great discouragement,
and the valour with which they maintained their position, form a story of
much interest.

The pamphlet, which Mr. Latimer has edited, is a reprint of a rare
account by an officer who took a prominent part in the events he describes.
The writer was of necessity a strong partisan. But who was not a
partisan in those days? He tells his story with simple vigour, which ean-
not fail to interest the reader. The narrative though unknown to some

historians, is quoted by Macaulay. It is a useful contribution to general
as well as local history.
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Proceevings,

Tre ANNuan GeNeral MeeriNe of the Society, for the year 1896, was
held (by permission) in the Royal Dublin Society’s House, Kildare-
street, Dublin, on Tuesday, 14th January, 1896, at 4 o’clock, p.m.;

Tromas DrEw, R.H.A., P.R.I.A.L, F.R.L.B.A., President, in the Chair.

The following were present :—

Fellows :—Lord Walter Fitz Gerald, M.R.1.A., Vice-President ; Wm. Frazer,
F.R.C.8.I., M.R.I.A., HON. F.8.A. (Scot.), Vice-President ; Seaton F. Milligan, M.R.1.A.,
Vice-President ; the Rev. Denis Murphy, s.J., LL.D., M.R.I.A., Vice-President ;
Colonel Philip D. Vigors, Vice- President ; Robert Cochrane, ¥.s.A., M.R.I.A., Hon.
General Secretary and Treasurer ; G. D. Burtchaell, M.A., M.R.I.A.; George Coffey,
B.A.L, M.R.LA. ; John Cooke, M.A.; R.S. Longworth-Dames, B.a., M.R.1.A. ; P. J,
Donnelly; the Rev. J. F. M. ffrench, M.r.1.A.; George A. P. Kelly, m.a.; G. H.
Kinahan, M.Rr.1.A.; Deputy Surgeon-General King, M.B., M.R.1.A.; James Mills,
M.R.IA.; William R. Molloy, M.r.1.A.; Count Plunkett, ».r.1.4.; W. F. Wakeman,
Hon. Fellow; Thomas J. Westropp, M.A., M.R.L.A.; Robert Lloyd Woollcombe,
LL.D., M.R.LA.; E. P. Wright, M.A., M.D., Secretary, ®.1.A.

Members :—The Rev. Arthur W, Ardagh, m.A. ; T. Arnold, M.A., F.R.U.1.; Henry
F. Baker ; the Rev. John Woods Ballard ; Deputy Surgeon-General Beaumont, m.D. ;
H. F. Berry, M.A. ; J. B. Cassin Bray ; James Brenan, R.H.A., M.R.I.A. ; Miss Brown;
the Rev. R. A. Burnett, m.A.; the Rev. W. W. Campbell, m.4A., .N. ; John Carolan,
7.».; the Rev. William Carrigan, c.c.; Anthony R. Carroll; M. Edward Conway ;
H. A. Cosgrave, m.A.; the Rev. George W. 8. Coulter, m.A.; E. R. M‘C. Dix;
M. Dorey; George Duncan; the Rev. A. L. Elliott, »m.A.; the Rev. William
Falkiner, m.A.; Major G. F. Gamble, 5.p.; Surgeon Lieut.-Colonel Greene, M.B.;
the Rev. John Healy, Lr.n. ; H. Hitchins; Miss Hughes; the Rev. Canon Keene,
m.A. ; the Rev. Thomas Lyle, m.A. ; B. Mac Sheehy, rr.n. ; the Rev. J. M‘Inerney,
?.P.; John P. M‘Knight; Miss Manders; Thomas Mason ; the Rev. H. Kingsmill
Moore, M.A.; Joseph H. Moore, m.A.; Miss Oldham; J. E. Palmer; Miss Peter;
8. A. Quan-Smith ; Miss Reynell; Miss Rowan; Mrs. J. F. Shackleton; Miss M.
J. Small; John Francis Small; V. E. Smyth; Bedell Stanford; Mrs. Stoker; the
Rev. John W. Stubbs, p.p., 8.7.7.c.D. ; William C. Stubbs, m.a.; the Rev. Thomas
Warren ; the Rev. George R. Wedgwood; W. Grove White, Lr.B. ; Robert White ;
John Wardell. :

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed.
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The following Candidates, recommended by the Council, were declared
duly elected. (The name of Miss Hickson, who had been proposed as a
Fellow, was withdrawn at her own request) :—

FerLrows.

George E. J. Greene, F.L.8., M.R.LA., J.P. (Member, 1889), Hon. Secretary for
North Wexford, Monte Vista, Ferns: proposed by Robert Cochrane, r.s.a., M.R.I.A.,
Hon. General Secretary.

Richard Linn, 229, Hereford-street, Christchurch, New Zealand : proposed by
Robert Cochrane, r.8.A., M.R.I.A., Hon. General Secretary.

Bertram C. A. Windle, m.4., M.D., D. sc. (Dubl.), Dean of the Medical Faculty,
Mason College, Birmingham : proposed by G. D. Burtchaell, m.A., #.R.1.A., Fellow.

MEMBERS.

Colonel Charles M. Alexander, 1.p., Termon, Carrickmore : proposed by Charles
Mullin.

John Barr, Tyrone Constitution, Omagh: proposed by Charles Mullin.

Mrs. Bennet, Northern Bank, Kilrea: proposed by the Rev. Canon C. Moore, M.A.

R. G. J. J. Berry, Army Service Corps, The Barracks, Dundalk : proposed by
Seaton F. Milligan, M.r.1.A., Vice- President.

Frederic Charles Bigger, Trim, Co. Meath: proposed by Robert Cochrane, r.s.A.,
M.R.1.A., Hon. General Secretary.

Chetwood H. Bowen, Bangor, Co. Down: proposed by 8. W. P. Cowan, M.A.,
M.R.I.A., Fellow.

William A. Browne, Town Clerk of Wexford, Westland, Wexford: proposed by
J. J. Perceval, Fellow.

The Very Rev. Philip Callary, e.p., v.F., Trim, Co. Meath : proposed by M. M.
Murphy, M.R.I.A., Fellow.

Miss Jane Clark, The Villas, Kilrea, Co. Londonderry: proposed by W. J.
Knowles, M.R.1.A., Fellow.

The Rev. Robert Cleary, m.a., Galbally Rectory, Tipperary: proposed by the
Rev. Denis Hanan, p.D.

The Rev. William Colquhoun, B.A., Eglinton-avenue, Belfast: proposed by the
Rev. W. T. Latimer, B.A.

William Cookman, .D., 7.p., Kiltrea House, Enniscorthy : proposed by Dr. N.
Furlong, M.R.1.A.

The Rev. John Corish, c.c., Kilmyshall, Newtownbarry : proposed by Francis
Guilbride, 3.P.

Robert T. Crawford, Estate Office, Ballinrobe: proposed by W. W. Wilson,
Fellow.

T. W. Cullen, Manager, National Bank, Dingle: proposed by P. J. Lynch,
Fellow.

The Rev. Patrick J. Diamond, 64, Orbel-street, Battersea, London, W. : proposed
by D. Carolan Rushe, 8.a., Fellow.

George Doherty, 5.r., Dromore, Co. Tyrone : proposed by Charles Mullin.

William Downes, Mm.B., &e. (r.v.r.), Kidsgrove, Staffordshire : proposed by
William Patrick O’Neill, m.Rr.1.A.

The Rev. Luke Doyle, ».r., Tagoat, Wexford: proposed by J. J. Perceval,
Fellow.

Jobn Duncan, Fontainbleau, Ballynafeagh, Belfast: proposed by Seaton F.
Milligan, M.R.1.A., Vice-President.

The Rev. John G. Hamilton, B.A., Dromore, Co. Tyrone : proposed by Charles
Mullin,
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George Holmes, c.r., R..c., Cromwell’s Fort, Wexford: proposed by J. J.
Perceval, Fellow.

The Rev. J. D. Craig Houston, ».p., Hydepark Manse, Belfast : proposed by
Robert M. Young, B.A., M.R.LA., Fellow.

William Ireland, 44, Arthur-street, Belfast : proposed by William Gray, M.R.1.A.,
Vice- President.

J. F. S. Jackson, Clifden Lodge, Strand-road, Merrion: proposed by George
Weldrick.

Gilbert Kirker, ».p., Staff-Surgeon R.N., H.M.S. ¢ Clyde,”” Aberdeen : proposed
by 8. K. Kirker, Fellow.

William Ross Lewin Lowe, Middlewych, St. Albans: proposed by T. J. Westropp,
M.A., M.R.I.A., Fellow.

F. J. Lynam, c.E., County Surveyor, Omagh : proposed by Charles Mullin.

The Rev. Arthur Neeson, c.c., Whitehouse, Belfast: proposed by Seaton F.
Milligan, M.R.I.A., Vice- President.

The Rev. J. A. Nowlan, o.8.A., St. John-street, West, Dublin: proposed by
J. Carolan, J.p. o

James O’Reilly, Dromore, Co. Tyrone: proposed by Charles Mullin.

The Rev. John O’Sullivan, ».p., Templebredin, Pallag, Co. Limerick : proposed
by William Patrick O’Neill, M.®.1..

Arthur Donn Piatt, Vice-Consul, U.S.A., 204, Great Brunswick-street, Dublin:
proposed by William Patrick O’Neill, a.R.1.A.

The Rev. William Purcell, c.c., Bansha, Co. Tipperary: proposed by William
Patrick O’Neill, M.R.1.A.

Lindley H. Roberts, Downshire N.S., Dundrum, Co. Down: proposed by the
Rev. H. Kingsmill Moore, M.R.I.A.

Bernard Herron Roice, Churchtown House, Tagoat: proposed by J. J. Perceval,
Fellow.

John Russell, c.e., Waring-street, Belfast : proposed by William Gray, m.r.1.a.

George Shackleton, Anna Liffey House, Lucan: proposed by Mrs. J. F.
Shackleton.

The Rev. N. T. Sheridan, President, St. Peter’s College, Wexford : proposed by
J. J. Perceval, Fellow.

William J. Sheridan, Solicitor, Castlebar, Co. Mayo: proposed by Joseph M.
M‘Bride.

Colonel the Hon. Frederick Shore, Rr.aA., Ballyduff, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny :
proposed by the Rev. Canon Hewson, B.a.

The Hon. Mrs. Shore, Ballyduff, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny : proposed by the
Rev. Canon Hewson, B.A.

The Rev. Thomas A. Smyth, Clogherney Manse, Beragh, Co. Tyrone: proposed
by the Rev. W. T. Latimer, B.A.

George C. Townsend, Cordangan Manor, Tipperary : proposed by the Rev. Denis
Hanan, p.D.

Robert Turner, English-street, Armagh : proposed by James Deady.

H. Somerset Ward, 6, Carlisle-terrace, Malahide : proposed by W, W. Wilson,
Fellow.

John Wardell, 4, Woodville, Sandford-road, Dublin, proposed by George J.
Hewson, M.A., Fellow.

Henry Crichton Weir, 1r.8. (Dubl.), Solicitor, Downpatrick : proposed by Samuel
Hastings.

Miss F. Westropp, 1, Raglan-road, Dublin: proposed by T. J. Westropp, M.4.,
M.R.LA., Fellow.
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On the motion of the Rev. Denis Murphy, s.J., Fice-President,
seconded by Colonel Vigors, Vice-President, the Report of the Couneil
was taken as read, and adopted, as follows:—

Tue Report oF THE Councin For 1895.

The Council have to report the continued satisfactory progress of the Society.
At the close of the year 1895 the total number of names upon the Roll is 1310, viz.
195 Fellows, and 1115 Members—being 45 more names than at the close of the year
1894.

During the year five Fellows were removed by death—Dr. Purefoy Colles, Edward
Fisher, Sir John Maclean, Sir John 8. Robinson, Bart., and Henry Villiers-Stuart.
Sir John Maclean was among the oldest surviving Members of the Society, having
been elected in 1856 ; Sir John 8. Robinson, Bart., had been a Member since 1865 ;
and Mr. Villiers-Stuart, who was elected a Member in 1884, had been a Vice-
President of the Society since 1888.

The deaths of seventeen Members have been reported. Of these the Earl of Bess-
borough was, at the time of his death, the senior ordinary Member of the Society on
the Roll, his election having taken place in 1852. Professor Babington, of Cambridge,
was elected in 1855 ; Professor Stephens, of Copenhagen, in 1862; Viscount Clifden
in 1868; and the Most Rev. Bishop Comerford in 1888. The Rev. Dr. Carter,
although for a comparatively short time a Member, was an active and efficient Hon.
Secretary for East Tyrone.

The resignations of four Fellows and twelve Members have been accepted. The
Council regret that twenty names must be struck off the Roll in consequence of being
upwards of two years in arrear.

Details of the Quarterly Meetings have been fully reported in the Journal. For
the first time Meetings were held in Galway and Wexford, and were well attended.
The sea-trip from Belfast, in connexion with the Galway Meeting, was successfully
carried out by the Local Committee. During the Excursion from Galway, the Society
was hospitably entertained by the Right Hon. The O’Conor Don, Vice- President, and
the Rev. Martin Cummins, .p. ; and by Sir T. H. Grattan Esmonde, Bart., M.P.,
at the conclusion of the Wexford Excursion. The Society also enjoyed the hospitality
of Mr. Richard Donovan, p.L., at Ferns Castle, and that of the Enniscorthy Members
at Enniscorthy. A day Excursion was made from Dublin to Loughcrew, where the
Society was entertained by Mr. J. L. Naper, p.L.

For the coming year the Meetings have beén fixed as follows:—The Annual
Geperal Meeting, as usual, in Dublin, on the 14th of January, and the Second
General Meeting in Kilkenny on the 7th of April. It being the turn of Ulster to have
a Meeting in that province in 1896, it has been decided to hold the Third General
Meeting in Omagh in June, with Excursions to Ballyshannon, Bundoran, Sligo, and
Enniskillen. The Fourth General Meeting will be held in Dublin on Tuesday, the
8th of September, with an Excursion.

A summer one-day Excursion will be made to King’s County on Monday, the 8rd
of August, taking in Tullamore, Templekeran, Durrow, Rahan, and Killeigh.

As Honorary President for 1896, the Duke of Abercorn, k.G., has been nominated
by the Council, and his name will now be submitted for election.

In place of the Vice-Presidents who retire by rotation, in accordance with the
Rules now in force, the following have been nominated :—For Leinster, the Most
Rev. Dr. Brownrigg, Bishop of Ossory; for Ulster, the Rev. James O’Laverty, ».e.,
M.R.LA. 5 for Munster, the Most Rev. Dr. Sheehan, Bishop of Waterford and
Lismore ; and for Connaught, Lieut.-Colonel Cooper, H.M.L., M.R.I.A.
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During the year the Council met eleven times, and the Members attended as
follows :—Mr. Cochrane, 11 ; Mr. Mills, 9; Mr. Cooke, 9; Mr. Franklin, 8;
Dr. King, 8 ; Mr. Westropp, 8; the Rev. Dr. Healy, 7; Dr. Joyce, 5; Mr.
Drew (President), 5; Dr. La Touche, 5; Mr. Coffey, 5: the Rev. Mr. ffrench, 5;
and Mr. Langrishe, 4.

The three senior Members who retire are—Mr. Franklin, Dr. King, and Dr.
LaTouche. Mr. Garstin has resigned his seat. For the four vacancies thus created
the following nominations have been received :—Dr. Edward Perceval Wright, ».a.,
Fellow, M.R.1.A. ; the Rev. Canon Courtenay Moore, M.A., Hon. Provincial Secretary
for Munster ; Mr. Joseph H. Moore, M.A., Hon. Secretary for South Meath ; and
Mr. George A. P. Kelly, m.a., Fellow, Hon. Secretary for Roscommon. As the number
of nominations does not exceed the number of vacancies, it will not be necessary to
proceed to a Ballot.

In accordance with notice given at the last General Meeting, an Amendment in
the Rules will be proposed, making provision for taking a Ballot of the Society when-
ever the necessity for doing so arises.

The Auditors of the Treasurer’s Accounts—Messrs. Robertson and Cooke—have
been nominated for re-election.

The financial condition of the Society continues to be satisfactory. The Capital
sum of £1000 is now invested in the names of the Trustees in 2% per cent. Consolidated
Government Stock. The Report of the Auditors will be laid before the Second General
Meeting.

Owing to the illness of the Assistant-Secretary, the publication of the ‘‘Index’’
has been unavoidably delayed. The ¢‘ Annals of Clonmacnois,”’ edited by the Rev.
Denis Murphy, s.7., LL.D., M.R.1.A., Vice-President, with Index, is now printed off as
one of the Extra Volumes published by the Society, and is in the binder’s hands, and
'will be ready for distribution to Fellows immediately.

Names removed from the Roll in 1895 :—
Deceased (24).

Fervows (5).—The Rev. G. R. Purefoy Colles, Lr.D., Fellow, 1870; Edward
Fisher, ¥.s.A. (Scot.), Member, 1889; Fellow, 1891; Sir John Maclean, r.s.A., &c.,
Member, 1856 ; Fellow, 1890; Sir John S. Robinson, Bart., c.B., Member, 1865 ;
Fellow, 1888 ; H. Villiers-Stuart, M.A., Member, 1884 ; Fellow, 1888 ; Vice- President,
1885.

MemsERs (19).—Professor Charles Cardale Babington, M.A., F.R.S., F.S.A., 1855;
Valentine Ball, LL.D., c.B., F.R.5., 1893; Thomas J. Bennett, 1889 ; The Earl of
Bessborough, m.a., 1852; the Rev. H. B. Carter, ».n., 1890 ; The Viscount Clifden,
1868 ; Daniel Kennedy Coates, 1892 ; the Most Rev. M. Comerford, D.D., M.R.L.A.,
1888 ; John Egan, 1879 ; Edward M. Gleeson, M.r.c.s., 1891; the Rev. Robert
Jeffrey, m.a., 1895; the Rev. Canon Lloyd, ».A., 1885; Charles Desmond
Mac Carthy, 1873 ; Alexander Goodman More, F.L.S., M.R.I.A., 1892; Captain
Charles George O’Callaghan, 1890; Dixon C. O’Keeffe, M.A., M.R.I.A., 1889 ; George

Shee, LL.B., 1893 ; Professor George Stephens, F.r.s., 1862; Dr. W. Dudley White,
1894.

Resigned (39).

FeLrLows (5).—George Anderson, Member, 1864 ; Fellow, 1888 ; Edward Glover,
M.A., Member, 1881 ; Fellow, 1886; Arthur Hill, B.E., M.R.I.A.,, Member, 1869 ;
Fellow, 1888 ; Sir Herbert E. Maxwell, Bart., M.p., Member, 1885; Fellow, 1888 ;
Thomas F. Rahilly, Fellow, 1892.

MEeMBERS (34).—The Rev. William Baillie, m.a., 1890 ; the Rev. J. K. Barklie,
M.A., 1891 ; Miss M. J. Bennett, 1895; Henry B. Burton, 1894; the Rev. E. A.
Cooper, B.D., 1892; the Rev. A. E. Crotty, M.A., 1895; the Very Rev. Archdeacon
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D’Arcy, 1890 ; Arthur F. Dobbs, ».B., 1890; the Very Rev. C. J. Flavin, p.p,,
1893 ; Miss Forsyth, 1894; Edward Garnett, 1885; W. H. Gater, Mus. Doc., 1894 ;
the Rev. J. A. Jennings, 8.D., 1891; P. King Joyce, m.B., 1890 ; Miss Keogh, 1893 ;
W. H. Langhorne, pn.1., r.L.c., 1890; Mrs. Lindsay, 1893; Brigade-Surgeon
Mac Farland, 1892 ; the Rev. F. W. Macran, B.A., 1892; Colonel John M‘Cance,
1892; the Rev. John M‘Shane, p.p., 1894; John J. Meldon, 1891; Walter Nolan,
1893 ; Philip O’Connell, 1889; the Rev. Michael O’Neill, c.c., 1894 ; William J.
O’Neill, c.E., 1884; John O. Overend, 1892; Robert A. Rutherford, r.r.c.p. & s.,
1892 ; Francis Shields, 1894; James Thompson, 1892; the Rev. R. O. Thompson,
1892 ; Miss Tisdall, 1891; Thomas Walpole, 1895 ; Professor Whitla, M.n., 1892.

The following (36), being upwards of two years in arrear, have been
struck off the Roll. They may become eligible for re-election on pay-
ment of the amount due at the time of being struck off : —

Ferrow (1).

Elected £s.d
1893 Weir, The Rev. George, B.A., . .. 1894,1895 .. 2 0 0
MEMBERS (36
1891 Benner, John, o o0 +G .. 1894,1895 .. 1 0 ¢
1889 Bowker, James, .. ¥ .. 1894,1895 .. 1 0 0O
1892 Breslan, The Rev. Patnck c.c., Y. .. 1894,1895 .. 1 0 O
1891 Crane, C Paston, B.a., o0 o0 .. 1894,1895 ., 1 0 0
1892 Donaghy, The Rev. J. Lyle, 00 .. 1894,1895 .. 1 0 0O
1891 Doolin, Walter G., M.a., .. oo .. 1894, 1895 1 0 0
1890 Downey, The Rev. Wm., c.c., .. .. 1894,1895 .. 1 0 0
1889 Flynn, James, .. 59 50 .. 1894,1895 .. 1 0 0
1891 Flynn, Mrs. .. . .. .. 1894, 1895 1 0 0
1890 Fogerty, William A., M.D., .. .. 1894, 1895 1 0 0
1890 Harvey, W. J., F.8.a. (scoT.) 04 .. 1894,1895 .. 1 0 0
1891 Hill, William, . L - . 1894, 1895 1 0 0
1892 Hurly, John C. D., L N A 1893-1895 110 0
1893 Lalor, Nicholas J., 50 23 .. 1894,189 .. 1 0 0
1892 Langford, R. Coplen, ag 00 .. 1893-1895 .. 110 0
1890 Lilley, Frederic, .. - . . 1894,1895 .. 1 0 O
1892 Maccassey, Luke L., B.E., 00 .. 1894,1895 .. 1 0 0
1890 Maginn, The Rev. C. A., m.a., . .. 1893-1895 .. 110 0
1893 Mallaghan, James, 00 o5 .. 1894,1895 ., 1 0 0
1891 Mallins, John, .. 50 " .. 1894,1895 .. 1 0 O
1892 Millen, Samuel S., B.a., .. 5 .. 1894,189 .. 1 0 0
1892 Mooney, The Rev. Joseph, cre .. .. 1894,1895 .. 1 0 0
1890 O’Connell, John, .. 50 .. 1894,1895 .. 1 0 0
1889 O’Grady, The Rev. J. J., c.c., > .. 1894,1895 ,. 1 0 0
1891 O’Meara, The Rev. C. P., B.A., he .. 1894,1895 .. 1 0 0
1890  O’Sullivan, John J., 00 00 .. 1894,1895 .. 1 0 0
1892 Pilkington, William H., .. 5 .. 1894,1895 .. 1 0 0
1893 Purcell, Walter J., 00 b& . 1894,1895 .. 1 0 0
1893 Reade, John, o o0 00 .. 1894,1895 ., 1 0 O
1890 Reilly, James, oo o ne .. 1894,1895 .. 1 0 0
1893 Reilly, John, 60 oG e oo 1894,1895 .. 1 0 O
1891 Revington, John, ., . P el 1894,1895 .. 1 0 ©
1889 Smyth, R. Woods, 3 00 .. 1894,1895 .. 1 0 O
1890 Sproule, Alexander H. R., .. 0 .. 1894,1896 .. 1 0 O
1891 Westropp, Lionel E., o0 wh .. 1893-1895 .. 110 O
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Mr. Burtchaell, Fellow, proposed, and the Rev. Denis Murphy, s.3.,
Vice- President, seconded, pro forma, the Motion (of which notice was
given at the last General Meeting) :—

¢ That Rule 16 be amended by adding certain words after the words ¢if elected.’”’

An Amendment was moved (on the part of the Council) by Mr.
Cochrane, Hon. General Secretary and Treasurer, and seconded by Dr.
Frazer, Vice-President, which was accepted, and the Motion, as amended,
was passed as follows :(—

¢“In case the number of persons 5o nominated shall exceed the number of vacancies,
a printed Balloting Paper, containing the names of all such Candidates, arranged in
alphabetical order, distinguishing those recommended by the Council, shall be sent by
post to every Fellow and Member whose name is on the Roll of the Society, directed
to the address entered on the Roll, at least one week before the day of election. Each
person voting shall mark with an asterisk the name of each Candidate for whom he,
or she, votes. The voter shall then return the Balloting Paper to the Secretaries on
or before the day preceding the election in an addressed envelope, which is to be
supplied, sealed, and marked ¢ Balloting Paper,” and signed outside with the name of
the voter, the Balloting Paper itself must not be signed. In case a voter signs the
Balloting Paper, or votes for more Candidates than the number specified thereon,
such vote shall be void. The Balloting Papers shall be scrutinized, on the day of
election, by at least two Scrutineers, appointed by the Council, who shall report the
result at the General Meeting held on the evening of that day. The Treasurer shall
furnish the Scrutineers with a list of the Fellows and Members whose Subscriptions
have been paid up to the day preceding the Election, and who are consequently
qualified to vote at such election. Those Candidates who obtain the greatest number
of votes shall be declared elected, subject to the provisions of Rule 17, provided that
when there appears an equality of votes for two or more Candidates, the Candidate
whose name is longest on the books of the Society shall be declared elected.”

The following were declared duly elected Honorary Officers and
Members of the Council :—

HoNorary PRESIDENT For 1896:
His Grace THE DUKE or ABERCORN, K.G., C.B.

Vice-PresipENTs (to retire by rotation) :
Leinster, . . . THE MosT REv. ABRAHAM BROWNRIGG, D.D., Bishop of
Ossory.
Ulster, . . .. Tue Rev. JaAMEs O’LAVERTY, M.R.I.A., P.P.
Munster, . .. Toe Most Rev. RicHARD A. SHEEHAN, D.D., Bishop
of Waterford and Lismore.
Connaught, . . Lievr.-CoLoNEL E. H. COOPER, M.R.LA.

MeusErs oF Councit (to retire by rotation) :

Josepn H. MoORE, M.A.

Epwarp PErcEvAL WRIGHT, M.A., M.D., Sec. R.LA., Fellow.
Tue Rev. CanoN CourTENAY MOORE, M.A.

Georee A, P. KeLLy, M.A., Fellow.

Avuprtors oF THE TREASURER’S Accounts For 1895 :

James G, RoserTsoN, Hon, Fellow.
Jonn CooxE, M.a., Fellow.
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The following Paper was read, and referred to the Council :—

¢¢ Prehistoric Stone Forts of Northern Clare *” (Part II.), by T. J. Westropp, M.A.,
M.R.L.A., Fellow, Hon. Provincial Secretary for Leinster.

The Society then adjourned till 8 o’clock p.m.

Evexixe MErTING.

The Society again met in the Library of the Royal Dublin Society’s
House at 8 o’clock p.m.;

TnomMas DREW, R.H.A., P.R.LA.L, F.R.L.B.A., President, in the Chair.

The following Paper was read, and referred to the Council :—
¢¢ Maréchal de Camp Baron de Warren of Corduff,” by the Rev. Thomas Warren.

Mr. Seaton F. Milligan, ».R.1.A., Vice-President, exhibited, by lantern
slides, a series of Photographs illustrating the Excursion of the Society
from Belfast.

A vote of Thanks to Mr. Milligan was, on the motion of Dr. Frazer,
Vice- President, seconded by the Rev. Denis Murphy, s.r., Vice-President,
passed unanimously.

The remaining Papers on the list, viz.—

¢¢The Vartry,” by the Rev. James Manning, p.p., Hon. Secretary for North
Wicklow.

¢“ The Journal of Peter Lewys, Proctor of Christ Church Cathedral, A.p. 1564, by
James Mills, M.R.1.A., Fellow.

‘“An Ancient Boat recently found in Cloonbo Lough, Co. Leitrim,”” by G. A.
P. Kelly, M.A., Fellow.

were taken as read, and referred to the Council.

The Society then adjourned,
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CRUACH MAC DARA, OFF THE COAST OF CONNAMARA:
WITH A NOTICE OF ITS CHURCH, CROSSES, AND
ANTIQUITIES.

By FRANCIS JOSEPH BIGGER, M.R.I.A.

I AM indebted to Charles Elcock, of Belfast,” for the advice given to

me on the occasion of the visit of the Belfast Naturalists’ Field
Club to Galway last July, to try, if possible, and visit Cruach Mae
Dara, a small island lying out in the western Atlantic Ocean, a few
miles south from Roundstone, in the parish of Moyrus. I acted upon
the advice, and was in nowise disappointed. My visit served a dual
purpose—it gave me an excellent holiday in the company of congenial
friends, and afforded an antiquarian treat for which I was scarcely
prepared.

At an early hour of the day, in a specially chartered, roomy, but
odoriferous twenty-five ton hooker, ¢ The Lily,” in charge of Martin
Toole, a worthy oid Iar Connacht fisherman, we hoisted sail in the
pretty little harbour of Roundstone, and made out into the open waters
of the Atlantic, with a pleasant wind upon our port, which soon bore us
past the island of Inishnee, and the barren promontory of Tawnrawer
Cartron. Our party consisted of the Rev. Canon M‘Cormick, ».Dp.,
Rector of Moyrus (than whom there is no more worthy companion and
excellent guide) ; his son Frank, a youth whose heroism has been

JOUR. R.S.A.I., VOL. VI., PT. I, 5TH SER. I
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rewarded by the Royal Humane Society’s Medal ; my eomrade, R. L.
Praeger, naturalist; two antiquarian friends, Dr. D’Evelyn., of Bally-
mena, and R. J. Welch, of Belfast, to whom I am much indebted for
the excellent photographs illustrating this Paper ; my brother Fred,
and myself. A little over two hours tacking in a fair breeze.b.rought
us through the long Atlantic rollers to our destination. Arriving off
Inis Mac Dara, we cast anchor near the shore, and rowed in our ship’s
boat to the rocks, landing close to the Saint’s Church, and the adjoining
antiquities.

The island comprises about sixty aeres, mostly bare; the rock a reddish
granite, with a coast strewn with huge blocks; there is a little grass land
towards the centre affording food for a few sheep. There are no inhabi-
tants on the island, and very few of the people of the distriet visit it unless
on the Saint’s two festivals, while strangers scarcely ever do so. The
church is situated on the edge of the east shore of the island, in a gentle
hollow sloping to the south, and close to the natural landing place, over-
looking a low reef of rock called 1llaunnamorlagh.

The island lies west of Ard Bay, with the small intervening islands of
Fraghan, Wherroon, Librace, Avery, Carrickaher More and Beg, Carrick-
agun, and Mason Island, on which are the ruins of a church and an
ancient cross; and south of Roundstone Bay, Bertraghboy Bay, Inis-
lackan, and Freaghillaun, and, what may seem a eurious coincidence,
Inisbigger, a small island, shaped like a flint arrow-head, of whose exist-
ence I was not previously aware; to the west lie Croaghnakeela, now
a deer park of 140 acres, with the ruins of St. Keelan’s church and well,
and the small islands of Illaunnacrogh More and Beg. Of all these
islands, Cruach Mae Dara bears away the palm for antiquarian remains
and general interest. '

Of the Saint himself little is known, and that little is obscure. He is
supposed to have flourished in the sixth century, and the ruins of his
oratory have certainly a very early appearance. Sinach was his proper
name ; but he is always called after his father, Dara; his proper name,
Sinach, being never used. Whether the meaning of that word (a fox)
had anything to do with its non-application or not we ean only infer;
anyhow the fact remains that this name was dropped, and the Saint was
onc of the first to have a surname, for reasons best known to those who
applied it.

In O’Donovan’s ¢ MS. Letters” (p. 116), it is stated that there is
‘“ a most extraordinary superstition still deep-rooted in the minds of all
the fishermen in Galway, Aran, and Connamara : they cannot bear to hear
the name of a fox, hare, or rabbit pronounced, and should they chance to
sce either of those animals living or dead, or hear the name of either
expressed before setting out to fish in the morning, they would not
venture out that day. This is a most unaccountablg superstition! and
still the name of their great patron is Sionmach, a fox! They never,
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however, mention that name for they know it not, but always style the
Saint by his patronym of Mae Dara.”

The Saint’s festivals are celebrated on the 16th July and 28th Septem-
ber, on which occasions many of the inhabitants of the mainland pay their
devotions to the Saint. A festival had been held two days previous to
our visit last July, on which occasion, the day being stormy, only about
100 pilgrims had visited Cruach Mac Dara. The beaten tracks around
the ¢ stations’” were traceable, whilst little piles of stones, evidently.
counters, were to be seen at the corners. The well was dry, and its basin
contained a few odd personal trifles.

Hardiman’s edition of O’Flaherty’s ¢ H-Tar Connacht’’ gives the fol-
lowing deseription :—*¢ Over against Mason Head, southward in the same
countrey, lies Cruagh Mhic Dara, a small high island and harbour for
ships. This island is an inviolable sanctuary, dedicated to Mac Dara, a
miraculous saint, whose chappell is within it, where his statue of wood
for many ages stood, till Malachias Queleus, the Archbishope of Tuam,*
caused it to be buryed under ground, for speciall weighty reasons.” [I
cannot find out exactly what these ¢ weighty reasons” were ; so can only
surmise that they indicated abuses perhaps worse than those which still
occur in other similar places.]

¢ On the shore of this island is the captives’ stone, where women, at
low water, use to gather duleasg for a friend’s sake in captivity, whereby
they believe he will soon get succour by the interception of the Saint.

“The boats that pass between Mason Head and this island have a
custome to bow down their sailes three times in reverence to the Saint.
A certain captain of the garrison of Galway, Anno 1672, passing this
way and neglecting that custome, was so tossed with sea and storme,
that he vowed he would never pass there again without paying his obey-
sance to the Saint; but he never returned home till he was cast away by
shipwrack soon after. A few years after, one Gill, a fisherman of Galway,
who would not strike saile, in contempt of the Saint, went not a mile
beyond that road, when, sitting on the pup of the boat, the mast, by a
contrary blast of wind, broke, and struck him on the pate dead, the day
being fair weather both before and after.

“The parish church of Moyrus, by the scashore, just opposite to the
island in the continent of Irrosainhagh, is dedicated to his name, where is
kept his altar stone by the name of Leac Sinach. His festival day is kept
as patron of Moyrus parish, the 16th of July.”

Hardiman, in his notes, refers to the custom of children being called
MacDara, after the Saint. The inhabitants also called their boats after

1 Malachy O’Queely, a native of Clare, appointed Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Tuam, 1631, in succession to Florence Conroy. In 1641 he raised a regiment, and
was appointed President of Connacht by the Confederate Council. When marching to
attack Sligo his army was defeated by the Parliamentarians at Ballysadare, 17th
October, 1645, and the Archbishop slain.

I2
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him, and to sail in such was considered a guarantee of safety. At present
the name is still a common onc in the immediate district, and is also
frequently met with on the Aran Islands.

The Saint's name does not appear in any of the Calendars or Martyr-
ologies at present known, that I can discover, but he has found a place in
the Rev. Canon O’Hanlon’s ¢ Lives of the Saints.”

In the Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy, 1868, p. 555, G. H.
Kinahan refers to the crosses and holed stones on Illaun MacDara, and
gives small drawings of two of the crosses. Petuie, in his ¢ Ecclesiastical
Architecture” (p. 199), makes a short refercnce to the church, and
quotes the passage I have given from O’Flaherty; he also gives a
drawing of the church, which is not quite correct in detail. So much
for the references, I will now, as concisely as possible, detail the
principal features of these remarkable ruins, as I found them.

e =
| 4,

v

Fig. 1.—Mac Dara’s Oratory. Plan.

\
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The Oratory (sce Plate) first attracts our attention, its beautiful
shape affording an excellent example of a sixth or seventh century build-
ing, not surpassed by any now remaining. Itisonc of the most typical of
the ancient ecclesiastical structures we possess, and in some respects has
no fellow. It is cyclopean; many of the stones being of immense bulk,
some measuring 53, by 32, by 28 inches; others 54 and 60 inches long,
by 32 inches thick; while others, from their irregular shapes, are difficult
to measure, but are equally massive. It has one chamber, one door, and
two windows.

In one respect it surpasses all the ecclesiastical structures of Aran,
in that a considerable portion of the original stone roof remains, which
is not so with them. This want in the Aran churches leads some
archaeologists to doubt that they ever had stone roofs at all. The



THE OrATORY OF SAINT Sivacu Mac Dara.

View from North-west. (Photograph by R. Welch.)
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measurements of Saint MacDara’s Oratory are given in the annexed plan
(see Plan, fig. 1). The building is duly orientated, and besides the east
window possesses a small square window in the centre of the south wall.
The doorway in the west gable has slightly inclined jambs, is square-
headed, and is a fine example of its class, being 62 inches high, 28 wide
at the sill, and 26 inches at the lintel (see detailed measurements, fig. 2).
The lintel on the inside immediately over the opening has a projecting
band, the breadth of the door, about 4 inches deep, but it bears no socket
holes. The north and south side walls project about a foot beyond the
east and west gables, and bear the roof directly upon them, apparently
using the gables (which have the appearance of being built independently
of the walls) as supports, they not being bonded into each other. Every
second course of the gables has, however, a stonc slightly inserted into
the side walls. The roof-stones have been laid in regular courses, seven-

J_as
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Fig. 2.—Detailed Measurements of Door.

teen being counted on one side. In each case the higher row projects
slightly over that beneath it, thus forming pleasing bead lines along the
roof. Unfortunately much of the roof has fallen in, a large part nuving
been pulled down by throwing a rope over a projecting stone, and a
number of men then hauling at it until it fell ; but it is still capable
of restoration, all the stones still lying about inside. The removal of
a large stone from the outside of the south wall, close to the window,
has caused a very dangerous bulging of that side, which may at any
time be followed by a collapse. A very stout buttress of some consider-
able age has been built against the east gable, thus preventing it from
falling, A very little outlay would put the whole structure in a sound
state, and, doubtless, preserve it for another 1200 years.

Along the east gable, as shown on the plan, is a stone enclosure,
heaped with stones, known as the Saint’s Bed.” Near the surface of this
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grave was found a fine stone celt, well shaped and polished ; also a

portion of a small ecircular slate-stone with rude ornament, the use of .

which is not known. It would be interesting to know if the Saint’s
wooden effiey was here interred by Malachias Queleus. No mortar is
visible in the walls of the church; huge and well cut granite quoins are
used, the joints being well filled with spawls, or small broken stones, as
seen in the sketch of the door and the general view of the church
(see Plate). The east window has deeply splayed jambs and head,
with a sloping sill, the head being eut eircular, with one stone inside,
and a sccond outside, also eut circular, with two stonesin between them

’5""“"%" SRy
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Fig. 3.—Last;Window—Inside View.

(sce figs. 3 and 4). Its dimensions are 55 inches high, by 26 inches
wide inside, and 27 inches high and 11 inches wide outside. Near
the outside edges, upon the insides, are cut bar sockets. The south
window is square headed, with sides splayed inward and sill downwards,
with a one stone lintel. It is 283 inches high, by 27} inches wide inside
(see fig. 5), and 19 inches high, by 10} inches outside. The different
features of this church point strongly to a seventh-century ercction; its size
and eyclopean masonry, its stone roof, narrow door, its one chamber, and
small windows, all point it out as one of the earlicst and most perfect
Christian oratories now remaining to us.

Figure 6 depicts one of the most remarkable stones I have ever seen,

iema
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and it is one of undoubted interest to every archsologist. This stone
was found in two pieces, lying face downwards, a little south of the
church, by Charles Elcock, on his visit in 1884. At the time of its
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Fig. 4—East Window—Outside View.

discovery by him, perhaps one hundred people were there collecting sca-
weed, and on his picking up the stone and showing it, they raised the
cry, in Irish and English, ¢ He’s found the Saint, he’s found the Saint

Fig. 5.—South Window—Inside View.

hisself,” whereupon everyone rushed to see the Saint’s head. They
thought it a wonderful thing that he should go to the very spot, and find
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the Saint himself, at once, never having been there before; while some
of them had been coming and going ““nigh fifty years,” and had never
seen ‘“him ?? before. I found the stone lying face downwards, just where
Charles Elcock had left it eleven years before, as if it had never been
disturbed, clearly proving that but little attention has ever been paid to
these memorials of the very Saint whose festivals they are so careful to
observe. Nor do I understand why there was so much interest manifested
by those who were on the island when it was found, when any one of
them might have found it for themselves, merely by observing its colour
and shape, as distinet from the stones around. The natives consider the
liead in the centre of the stone as being that of Saint MacDara.

This stone, and all the crosses, except one of gramite, are cut out
of blue limestone, none of which is found on the island, and so must have
been brought from the mainland. The size of this remarkable stone
is 28} inches wide at its head, and 16} inches at its base, by about
20 inches in height; it is broken into two pieces. The Rev. James
Graves, eleven years ago, in
reply to a letter from Charles
Eleock, enclosing a sketeh and
rubbing of this stone, wrote,
¢ Similar stones have been
found in or near, and in one
case n sitw in, very early
churches, but I do not know
of another instance of their
being sculptured. I know of

Fig. 6.—The “Saint's Stone.” one with mouldings round it
[probably referring to the one

at Freshford, county Kilkenny]. That peculiar shaped stome originally
surmounted one of the gables.” A similarly shaped stone is at Molaga’s
Bed, county Cork. As no socket stone now remains upon the corners of
the roof, we have no evidence proving this stone ever stood there. Such
a socket may be found amongst the stones lying about ; indeed, one socket
stone found may possibly have served such a purpose, although the
dimensions would not now suit; but it will be observed that the ‘¢finial
stone ”” has had a picce broken from its base, which might have tapered
down so as to fit this socket. Could such a stone be used as a finial af
the time of the erection of the Oratory, or is it likely that the Saint
would have his own effigy erected on his own oratory during his lifetime ?
Tradition tells us the head on this stone is that of the Saint himself.
Then again the stone is blue limestone, and the Oratory is built ofea
reddish granite. True, the ercction of the stone may have taken place at
a later date; but it could not, in my opinion, be contemporaneous with
the 'Orat;ory, the style is so different, there being no carving on any
portion of the building. But what may this remarkable stone have
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becn, if not a finial? That I cannot answer. The reverse of the stone
is plain, the base having the appearance of being broken. The details of

Fig. 7.—Cross and Altar on Inis Mac Dara. (Photograph by R. Welch.)

the carvings I need not describe, as they are faithfully delineated in the
accompanying sketch (see fig. 6).

Several stone altars arc in the vicinity of the church, all surmounted
by crosses, or fragments of crosses, the most perfect being that to
the north-east, standing out picturesquely
against the Twelve Bens and the Maam-
turk mountains, in Connamara, some 12 or
15 miles away (see fig. 7). On this altar,
as may be observedin the view, are several
spherical praying or ¢ cursing” stomes ;
none of them are carved. I would like to
know the meaning of the curious cut on
the centre of the cross? It isnot weather-
ing. At the side of this altar is the small
hollowed stone, previously referred to, that
may have served as a socket; the hole in
it measures 11 inches by 3 inches, its
outside measurement being 16 inches by
7 inches. Fig. 8.—Sculptured Cross.

To the south of the church, close to
the shore and standing on the level ground, are two crosses near to
each other facing the east, as do all the other crosses. One is plain
limestone measuring 34 inches high by 22} inches at the arms and
4 inches thick; the other is of granite, the only one of that rock,




110 ROYAL SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES OF IRELAND.

and is carved as delineated in the accompanying sketch (see fig. 8,
page 109). The peculiar feature of this cross, which is evidently
very ancient, is the introduction of the serpent on the two lower
quarters of the eross. The cross is 30 inches high, 17 inches wide at
the arms, and 4 inches thick. Another sculptured eross bears the serpent
ornament. Its height is 33 inches by 17 inches wide (see fig. 9). There
are no other whole crosses on the island, but the fragments of several
could be gathered together, for even
in the short time of my visit we
collected several portions. The
shaft of one cross is erected in a
station whilst four portions of the
head lie upon the altar, having
been previously taken from the
adjacent wall. These pieces when :
put together form a very fine eross,
only one little piece being absent,
and it doubtless is mnot far away.

Fig. 9.—Sculptured Cross. Fig. 10.—Fragments of Great Cross.

The several portions of another cross, the highest we observed, were
fqund upon the altar to the south of the church. These pieces were also
plchd fx:orr} the same wall as that previously mentioned, the arms alone
being missing, but 1 would not despair of finding them also if time
allowed the search. Its height is 78 inches by 10 inches across the
shaft ('see fig. 10). The head of another fine cross in two pieces we
found in the fence close to the church; it has been a fine Celtic cross
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haviﬁg a circle with openings and arms. Tts greatest breadth is 28} inches,
and its height 21 inches; the breadth of the head is 12 inches, and
the thickness 3 inches. The openings are 4 inches by 3 inches.

Fragments of other crosses we found, some of them beautifully carved
with rich opus hibernicum (see fig. 11). No modern graves were observed,
although the ground near the church was marked with large stones
that may point to former interments.

Some distance from the church to the north, and overhanging the
shore, are the remains of what may have been clochauns or circular stone
dwelling-houses. The walls of one stand 4 feet high on one side, and 2
feet on the other, the diameter being 19 feet. The stones are large and
well cut, and carefully built. To the east of this are the remains of
another eircular stone structure, but the building is not so apparent.
These may have been the residences of Sinach and his followers.

These are all the evidences
observed by me of what must
formerly have been an important
religious settlement. The life
on Illaun Mac Dara must have
been, for at least six months of
the year, rigorous in the ex-
treme ; a few sheep or goats
could exist on the island, and a
few herbs be grown, but the
principal food must have been
fish and seaweed, unless the in-
habitants of the mainland sys-
tematically contributed food for <
the maintenance of the religious  Fig. 11.—Fragments of Sculptured Cross.
on this barren rock.

Charles Eleock, of Belfast, visited Cruach Mac Dara eleven years ago,
and I have gone carefully through his notes and the beautiful drawings
he then made, and the accurate measurements taken, and have verified
them with my own. In all respects I found the different features
described by me to have been observed and noted by him, no changes
having taken place. To him I am much indebted for the illustrations
to this Paper, carefully made from his drawings and measurements, and
my own, and from the very excellent photographs taken by Robert
J. Welch, two of which also are here reproduced.

I have also to express my indebtedness to others who cheerfully
assisted me, and more especially to the Rev. Canon M‘Cormick, n.p.,
of Roundstone, who arranged for our passage to this most interesting
island in his semi-aquatic parish.

I shall not soon forget the coming home from Illaun Mac Dara. I
cannot describe it as a sail, there being no wind whatever. For hours
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we lay there in the long Atlantic swell, our huge sail flapping with the
roll of the ship, the island of the Saint behind us, and the great range
of the Twelve Bens along the northern horizon, decked out in the most
gorgeous colouring of a western sunset. Crimson, violet, and purple
vied with each other amongst the peaks of the Connamara Alps, whilst
all around the warm glow of a July evening impressed upon us the
thought that we had indeed been amongst the Isles of the Blest, though
not on Hy Brasil itself.

In conclusion, I would like to press upon the Members of this Society
the desirability of taking some immediate action in order to put into
safety the numecrous and interesting relics of Inis Mac Dara. A little
money, with some time and skill, would make this island a perfect gem,
showing what an early Irish religious settlement really was. I would
cheerfully assist in the work, and gladly co-operate with any who desire
to see these relies of Saint Sinach Mac Dara gilded with the rays of the
Atlantic sun in a state to recall to mind their early beauty and symmetry.
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DEAN SWIFT’S LIBRARY.
By T. P. LE FANU, B.A.

EVERYTH]NG that concerns the great Dean must be of interest to his

fellow-citizens. A few notes on his library may therefore be
acceptable. These notes are based on an autograph catalogue, dated 15th
August, 1715. This catalogue may have been given to Dr. Thomas
Sheridan by the Dean, or it may, perhaps, have come into the hands of
his godson, Mr. Thomas Sheridan, when collecting and editing his works.
From Mr. Thomas Sheridan it must have passed to his elder daughter,
whose descendants are now in possession of it. It is neatly written in
the Dean’s unmistakable hand on a few sheets of letter paper, roughly
stitched together. Blanks were left on several pages, presumably for
future acquisitions, and in these spaces there are a few hasty entries
apparently of later date than the rest.

The reference in these entries to the quarto edition of Gay's works
shows that the catalogue remained in use till 1720. But either
the later additions to the library were very few, or the catalogue was
not fully written up. It may be that its compilation was one of the
trifling amusements by which the Dean, in his own words, sought * to
divert the vexation of former thoughts” during the period of enforced
leisure following the death of Queen Anne, and that it was thrown aside
on the resumption of political, or semi-political, work in Ireland.

In addition to these later entries the catalogue contains marginal notes
as to the prices given for some of the books, and the names of the friends
on whom others were bestowed. There is also a list appended, which
looks as if it had been part of a rough draft.

Dean Swift always felt melancholy in a great library, but he was
nevertheless a great reader (one of his friends styles him Aelluo
Uibrorum), and had a good many books, some six hundred in all. By
his will he directed that all his worldly substance, not particularly
devised, should be turned into ready money to be laid out in building an
hospital for the reception of lunatics and idiots, to be called St. Patrick’s
Hospital. The only books specifically devised were his Plato, in three
folio volumes (so great a favourite with him that ¢“may the worms eat
your Plato” was the most forcible malediction his friend, Sir Andrew
Fountaine, could think of); Clarendon’s History, also in three volumes
folio, now in Marsh’s library ; and his best Bible. These were left to the
Rev. Francis Wilson, v.0., Prebendary of Kilmactalway, but the legacy
lapsed as Dr. Wilson died before Swift.

The will was made in 1740. In the years of misery which followed,
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it is said that Dr. Wilson sought to take advantage of the Dean’s impaired
intellect to get himself appointed Sub-Dean and that he also borrowed
freely from the Dean’s library. Whether this practice caused some con-
fusion, or for other reasons, the two libraries (the Dean’s and Dr. Wilson’s)
were sold together by auction and fetched £270. A Catalogue was
published for the purpose of this sale by George Faulkner, in Essex-street,
in 1745, in which the books containing remarks and observations in the
Dean’s hand were distinguished by an asterisk. A list of these works
has been reproduced by Sir Walter Scott, and bears out the idea already
suggested that the Dean’s additions to the library in his later years were
few. Indecd there is reason to believe that a good many of his favourite
books were purchased during his early days at Moor Park. Schrevelius’
¢ Texicon” may have been even an carlier acquisition, as Theophilus
Swift, in his Animadversions on the Fellows of Trinity College, mentions
this as a stock work on the undergraduate’s bookshelf. But probably
the greatest additions to the library were made during the Dean’s
residence in England in the years 1710-1713.

It may be gathered from the catalogue now under notice that the
parsimony with which Swift has been charged did not extend to his
library. He had been, till his appointment to the Deanery of St.
Patrick’s, in 1713, a man of very limited means. According to Mr.
Monck-Mason, his net income, prior to that appointment, including his
prebend of Dunlavin, which Scott greatly overvalues, never exceeded
£200 a-year, while Lord Orrery values the two livings of Laracor
and Rathbeggan at £260 per annum, from which the Crown rent and
curate’s stipend must be deducted.

Swift had, nevertheless, been able by careful living to lay by some
hundreds of pounds; and, in spite of that love of a shilling alluded to by
Dr. Johnson, had not hesitated to spend considerable sums on books,
acquiring both experience and reputation as a book buyer, so that he could
undertake to lay out £50 or £100 for his predecessor at St. Patrick’s,
Dean Sterne, whose books were subsequently added to Marsh’s library.

During his stay in London, from 1710 to 1713, though living very
carefully, he added considerably to his library. At the auction of the
library of his friend, the celebrated surgeon, Charles Bernard, he laid out
£5, and itched to spend £9 or £10 on some ‘‘fine editions of fine
authors.”  On another occasion, during the same period, he paid £4 to
Bateman, the well-known bookseller in Little Britain, purchasing among
other books a Plutarch in two volumes (Paris, 1624) at 30s. cach. He
was even prepared to offer £120 for a library, intending, howerver, to
recoup himself in part by the sale of some of the books.

The most expensive and noticeable works in the Dean’s library, those
of Gronovius and Graevius on Greek and Roman Antiquities, which cost
£40, were a present from Lord Bolingbroke and were valued accordingly,
notwithstanding the low estimate of the former writer expressed by the
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Dean in his ms. notes on Aulus Gellius, quoted by Scott. His Baronius,
in twelve folio volumes, and his Polyglot Bible in six, cost him £6
each; the Plato bequeathed to Dr. Wilson, and Pére Daniel’s History of
France also in three volumes folio, £4 10s. each; a Corpus Poetarum
Latinorum, £4 6s.; Dr. John Hudsoen’s Dionysius of Halicarnassus, £4 ;
Clarendon’s History, Purchas’ Pilgrims, Cicero (in Charles Stephens’
edition), and others, £3 each; while his copy of Lipsius, which though
identified by his autograph, recently changed hands for a few shillings,
cost him £1 1s. 64. It is clear that the luxury of good books was one
which he allowed himself. It is equally clear from the catalogue that
he was open-handed in lending and giving as well as in buying books.

He appears at one period of his life to have taken an interest in
medicine and quackery, though he passed by the ¢ Books of Physic” at
Charles Bernard’s sale as without interest for him. In addition t¢ Hippo-
crates who, in those days, as Lord Orrery points out to his son, was not
only studied as a physician, but also read as a classic, his library con-
tained works by Avicenna, Cardan, Celsus, Fernel, Galen (to whose
precepts his practice of running up and down hill for exercise has been
attributed), Nostradamus, Paracelsus, and Cornelius Agrippa, besides
works on Astrology and more modern books on Pharmacy and Anatomy.

The works of Hippocrates and Cardan in the editions published by two
other famous physicians, Girolamo Mercuriale and Charles Spon, with the
works of Avicenna and Fernel, comprising in all thirteen folios and two
smaller volumes, he gave to his friend and intended executor, Dr. Richard
Helsham, who was also his colleague on the Board of Steevens’ Hospital,
and Regius Professor of Physic in the University of Dublin; a welcome
addition, no doubt, to the Doctor’s valuable medical library. In those
days, while science still suffered from an undue respect for authority,
the ancient and mediseval writers on medieine were diligently studied
by the leading physicians, such as Dr. Mead and Dr. John Freind, who
believed a thorough acquaintance with those writers to be the surest
way to fit a man for the practice of their art; while a physieian of an
earlier day, Sir Thomas Blowne, recommends Cardan as ‘‘of singular
use unto a prudent reader.’

Nor were these gifts bestowed by the Dean out of hls abundance. e
does not appear to have possessed a second copy of any of the authors in
question.

A classical scholar like Dr. Thomas Sheridan would fully appreciate the
works of Xenophon and Xiphilinus in the folio editions of Henry Stephens.
One can imagine him bearing them off in triumph to his school in the
quaint old two-storied house in Capel-street, with garret windows peep-
ing from its high-pitched roof, where, some five-and-twenty years before,
the presses of King James’ mint had been busy striking off his notorious
brass money. The school was long famous for the scholarship (*¢pro
scholastica nave ”’ as Sheridan translates it) there imparted. Sheridan
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also received a small volume of Archbishop Ussher’s letters, published in
Dublin, which Swift had picked up for 6d. The intimate connexion of
the Doctor’s ancestor, the Rev. Denis Sheridan, with Ussher’s friend and
correspondent Bedell gave additional interest to the gift.

Opposite the entry of the first edition of Appian’s History there is an
almost illegible note in the catalogue which may be read “G. Jinny.”
The letter G, as elsewhere in thesc entries, standing for given. Jinny is
probably Dr. Henry Jenny of Armagh, whose name is thus spelled and
made to rhyme to ninny in the poem on Hamilton’s Bawn; though Swift
must also have been acquainted with Dr. Christopher Jenny, who had only
recently resigned his stall in St. Patrick’s, as Prebendary of Rathmichael,
and had been succeeded by Dr. Philip Chamberlaine, a scholar whom
Swift consulted with regard to his epitaph on the Duke of Schomberg.
Dr. Chamberlaine’s daughter Frances subsequently married Swift’s god-
son, Thomas Sheridan, and became the mother of Richard Brinsley
Sheridan.

For the Rev. Daniel Jackson, better known to his friends as little
Dan Jackson, the Dean appears to have sclected books more suitable to
his small stature than the ponderous folios given to ‘‘that great fat
joker friend Helsham,” and the two other learned doctors, not sparing
even a dainty collection of some two dozen Elzevirs. One quarto, an
odd volume of a Hamburg edition of Spinosa, is noted as given to this
friend ; the remaining half dozen books put down to him are Latin
works in octavo or duodecimo. He does not seem to have cared for
Greek. A Caesar and a Cicero were also intended for him, but the design
was abandoned and the note in the catalogue struck out.

Dan Jackson was only allowed authors of whose works there were
more copies than one in the library, a fact which seems to emphasize his
position in Swift’s circle as indicated by the tone of the poems addressed
to him. The position in this circle of the different recipients of the Dean’s
gifts may also be gathered from the way in which their names appear.
Books are noted as given to Sheridan, Jinny, or D. Jackson, but to Dr.
Helsham and Mr. Ludlow. Swift was particular as to the use of such
titles—witness his indignation at Lord Orrery’s addressing him as ¢ my
dear Swift.”

Mr. Peter Ludlow was presented with a Livy and a Tacitus, edited by
Gruter and Lipsius, respectively. These authors were favourites of the
Dean’s, their works being among those especially noted in Faulkner’s list.
Mr. Ludlow was a gentleman of wealth and position, and was grand-
nephew to Edmund Ludlow, the regicide. By his marriage with Mary,
only daughter and heiress of John Preston, ».». for Meath, as mentioned
by Dr. Stokes in a recent Paper in the Journal (vol.iii., 5th series,
P- 347), he had become the possessor of the estate of Ardsallagh, which was
the scene of the Mock Trial described by Scott on the somewhat doubtful
authority of Theophilus Swift. This last-mentioned gentleman, who was
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the son of the Dean’s cousin and biographer, Dean Swift, deserves to be
remembered (if the claim put forward in his ¢ Touchstone of Truth”
may be admitted) as the ‘“old bard of an old magazine,” who gave to
Miss Trefusis the title of the tenth Muse, and thus, perhaps, suggested
Mr. Austin Dobson’s quaint and charming lines.

The only other person named in the catalogue as honoured by a gift is
the Dean of Down, who received a copy of Goltzius’ Julius Caesar. The
friend thus referred to, Dr. Benjamin Pratt, formerly Provost of Trinity
College, was appointed to the Deanery of Down in 1716, and is noted in
the Dean’s cynical list of friends as ungrateful.

Besides the gifts thus noted in the catalogue, the Dean gave several
books, which he left behind at Kilroot, to his successor in that parish.

Friends were also allowed to borrow from the library. Sarpi’s History
of the Council of Trent, which the Dean had read and analysed during his
second period of residence at Moor Park, with another work on the same
subject, are marked ‘‘stollen or lent,” and Chillingworth’s Works are
noted as ¢“lost by Mr. Curtis,” who was, however, forgiven and subse-
quently nominated by the Dean as a Petit Canon of St. Patrick’s, an
appointment which several Members of the Chapter protested against as
ultra vires. It is satisfactory to find that Mr. Curtis is noted in the list
already referred to as a grateful friend.

The catalogue affords no information as to the number of books the
Dean received in his turn from other authors. Only one book, ¢ Tallents
of Schism,” is noted as a gift, but besides friendly interchanges with
Pope, Prior, and Gay, the Dean’s copy of Addison’s Travels still bears on
its title-page the author’s emphatic tribute to the worth and genius of
his friend ; Rowe’s and Wycherley’s Plays also were presentation copies.
Lord Bolingbroke’s gift has already been mentioned, and it appears from
a letter from Arbuthnot that the revised edition of his ‘¢ Tables of
Grecian, Roman, and Jewish Measures, Weights, and Coins”” was sent as
a present, while the twice read Aulus Gellius, bearing the inscription,
‘¢ Beneficium dando accepit qui merito dedit,” was given by Erasmus
Lewis.

Turning to the contents of the library, the first point which strikes
one is the great change which has taken place in the prevailing form of
books. The folio and quarto sizes, said to have been originally adopted
because of the largeness of type in the infancy of printing, having been
almost entirely superseded, except in the case of books of reference, by
the more handy octavos or duodecimos.

In the Dean’s library, more than a third of the books were folios, and
nearly a seventh quartos, while the smaller sizes were little more than
half the total number. Among the folios were many of his favourite
works, carefully read and annotated. It is obvious that his reading was
not done in an arm-chair; the scanty light of a pair of ¢ long sixes ”” was
not favourable to such a habit.

JOUR. R.8.A.L, VOL. VI., PT. IL., §TH SER. K
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In point of language, too, there has been a great change. Latin had
hardly ceased to be the general language of the learned. More than half
the Dean’s library consisted of books in the learned languages, while, with
the exception of French, the modern languages were only represented by
three or four Italian books, and a Spanish Dictionary and Common Prayer
Book.

The Theological portion of the library indicates more strictly pro-
fessional reading than might have been expected. Swift had made
abstracts of Cyprian and Ireneus while at Moor Park, and had studied
the History of the Council of Trent. The works of Tertullian, Aquinas,
and other early and medieval Christian writers also appear in the
catalogue, which, besides including such Continental authors as Calvin,
Melancthon, Baronius, and the Centuriators of Magdeburg, contains the
works of a large number of the English Divines of the 17th century.

The study of History was one of the Dean’s favourite pursuits. His
observations on Burnet and Clarendon are well known, and he read
Tacitus and Commines with wonderful delight. Among Greek Historians
he read Herodotus and Xenophon carefully, and his copy of the former
author, containing notes in his hand, was presented, in 1766, by Lord
Clanricarde to the library of Winchester College.

Strabo’s Geography (Paris, 1620), purchased at Bateman’s for £1 in
1711, was similarly annotated.

This practice of making marginal annotations was one to which the
Dean was much addicted, being sensible of its value. His copy of Dr.
Prideaux’s work on the Arundel Marbles is noted as corrected in the hand
of Dr. Mills, the learned Editor of the Greek Testament, who was principal
of St. Edmund’s Hall, and one of the notabilities of Oxford at the time
when Swift went up to take his Master’s degree. These corrections were
so highly valued that when a new edition of the work, presumably that
issued a few yearslater by Maittaire, was in contemplation in 1727, Lord
Oxford, the celebrated collector of the Harleian mss., wrote to ask Swift
to lend this copy.

Two curious omissions from the list of classical authors in the library
deserve notice : Aristophanes, as might have been expected, appears to
have been a favourite, as the Dean possessed two editions of his works,
but he had only one copy of Aeschylus and none of Sophocles or Euripides,
though in a letter to Lord Bolingbroke he refers to a passage in the
Phoenissae. Dr. Sheridan, who translated the Philoctetes into English
verse, and made his pupils perform the Hippolytus and other Greek
plays, an example followed by Dr. Parr at Harrow, had clearly not been
able to impart his enthusiasm to his friend. Pope, in like manner, omits
the Greek Dramatists from his Temple of Fame.

The absence of these authors from the library, whether due to personal
distaste or to the literary fashions of the day, forms a curious parallel to
the fact noted by Scott and confirmed by the catalogue now under notice

»
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that the Dean did not possess a Shakespeare. Scott is, however, incorrect
in stating that Swift never once alludes to the writings of Shakespeare.
It is strange that he should have overlooked the Dean’s application to
his own case of Wolsey’s words :

¢ An old man, broken with the storms of state,
Is come to lay his weary bones among ye’’;

and this is not, by any means, his only reference to Shakespeare.

Scott would also appear to have drawn too sweeping a conclusion as to
the Dean’s indifference to the Drama. The only English Dramatists whose
works he possessed in 1715, were Ben Jonson, Rowe, Wycherley, Steele,
and Congreve, but the last-named had sufficient attraction to rivet his
attention on one occasion from seven to twelve at night, as he tells
Stella, after a busy day. His French books included the works of
Racine, Corneille, and Moliere, and he also had a Théatre Italienne in six
volumes. In Latin the dramatists stood high in his favour. Terence is
the only author represented by five editions, while Plautus, with four
copies, one a present from Prior, is only equalled by Ceesar, Sallust, and
Seneca, one of the copies of the last-mentioned author being an edition of
his Tragedies. In addition to these, and of course Virgil and Horace,
the Dean had read Lucretius three times through in his earlier days;
the letters of Cicero and Pliny afforded him entertainment, and Boethius,
now scarce read, was a favourite with him, as with many great men
before him, and is represented by four copies; otherwise his reading
in Latin as well as in Greek appears to have lain chiefly in the direcction
of history.

The Horace, evidently a folio or octavo, shown in the later impres-
sions of the engraving in the National Portrait Gallery, is not mentioned
in the catalogue. ~The Dean’s favourite Horace was a copy of the
Cambridge quarto edition, printed by the celebrated Jacob Tonson in
1699. His only other copy, as shown by the Catalogue, was a duo-
decimo.’

The legacy of his best Bible to Dr. Wilson has already been mentioned.
Had the legatee survived, the number and variety of the Bibles and Testa-
ments in the library might have made the selection a matter of some
difficulty. The choice would probably have fallen on Walton’s Polyglot,
but a disciple of the Dean might have hoped to gather wisdom from his
interleaved Bible in three volumes ; little Dan Jackson, but for his lack
of Greek, would have wished to add to his Elzevirs the Testament of
1633, and a book-fancier might have coveted an early edition in Latin,
French, or English. Indeed some such collector did apparently appropriate

1 The first volume of Pine’s ¢ Horace’’ (8vo) was, however, presented to the Dean
in 1734, with a copy of verses by a youthful admirer named Sican.
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the Dean’s copy of Diodati’s Bible without the sanction of a bequest ; it
is marked ¢ Lost, stollen out of the Church.”

As regards the French Works in the library, Morland and Leger’s
Histories of the Vaudois, Davila’s Civil Wars of France, Maimbourg’s
History of Calvinism, a French Common Prayer Book, and a Rochelle
Testament bear witness to the Dean’s interest in the French Reformation,
which, with the consequent emigration, must have appealed to him alike
as a divine and a promoter of Irish Industries ; while, though not over
friendly to the Huguenots, he must have been officially brought into con-
tact with such leading refugees as Elie Bouhereau, p.p., Precentor of St.
Patrick’s, and first Keeper of Marsh’s Library, Pascal Ducasse, Dean of
Ferns, and Minister of the Conformed French Churches, the services of
which were held in St. Mary’s Chapel of St. Patrick’s Cathedral, and two
more brother deans, Peter Maturin and Louis Saurin, who also occasionally
officiated at the French services.

Voiture, as a master of style, had won the Dean’s admiration in his
early days, and he has expressed himself forcibly on the subject. 1t is
therefore natural that the works of this author and other recent French
writers, including his friend and champion, Costar, should be well repre-
sented, among the most valued being La Bruyére, Boileau, La Fontaine,
and Fénelon, whose Dialogues des Morts are contrasted by Orrery with
Gulliver’s experiences in Glubdubdrib. Balzac, the Dean also read, but
found him more stiff and less diverting.

A recent writer in ZThe Spectator refers to Marvell’s Rehearsal
Transposed, which is mentioned in the Tale of a Tub, as one of the
models from which Swift derived his style, and, in confirmation of
this theory, there is a copy of the work in the library, but on the
other hand, many books which are supposed to have furnished materials
to the Dean do not appear in the catalogue. The omission of Rabelais
is probably a mistake, as his works are among the annotated volumes
mentioned in Faulkner’s Catalogue, and the Dean also refers to them
in his letters. Don Quixote, which Lady Mary Wortley Montagu
coupled with the works of Rabelais as the source of the Dean’s humour,
appears in the catalogue, as does also Dedekind’s Ludus Satyricus, but
the Voyages Imaginaires of Cyrano de Bergerac, to which Lord Orrery
attributes so much, are not to be found in it, nor yet Godwin’s ¢ Man in
the Moon,”” which has been mentioned as a probable sonrce of inspiration,
nor that rare work of Coutray which Scott indicates as the model for the
Battle of the Books. The Pigmeid of Moreau and the Gigantomachie of
Scarron, alluded to by Dr. Warton, are also wanting, as well as the
Visions of Quevedo referred to by Theophilus Swift. These visions
certainly contain passages recalling the Dean’s satirical writings, and
their translator L'Estrange is represented in the library by some of his
numerous pamphlets.

The fact appears to be that long before the Dean thought of describing
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the wanderings of Gulliver through the states of Lilliput and Brobdingnag
and among the wise men of Laputa, he had acquired a wide knowledge of
the speculations of philosophers and charlatans, had studied the political
theories of Aristotle, Plato, Bodin, Grotius, Hobbes, Harrington, Lipsius,
‘Macchiavelli, More, Neville, and Puffendorf, and was well versed in the
travellers’ tales told by Bernier, de Bushecq, Nieuhoff, Dampier, Thomas
Herbert, Le Blanc, Wafer and others, or repeated in the Africa of Leo
Africanus, the Novus Orbis of Grynaeus, and the works of Olaus Magnus
and Purchas, so that he was able to rely for his materials on the general
knowledge he had already acquired and assimilated, rather than on special
reading.

A more detailed examination of the Dean’s reading by a capable hand
might throw some additional light on the history of a great mind, but
would be entirely beyond the scope of these notes.
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ON OGHAM-STONES SEEN IN KILKENNY COUNTY.

By tae REV. E. BARRY, P.P., M.R.I.A,, Ferrow.
(Continued from page 368, Pol. V., 1895.)

LaxMoGUE.

Fmrm:x miles S.S.E. of Kilkenny are two Ogham-stones in the grave-

yard of Lamogue, in the parish of Tullahought, in the barony of
Kells. In August, 1891, T heard of these from the late Rev. Denis
Murphy, s.3., at the Killarney meeting of the Antiquaries of Wales and
Ircland. In August, 1892, my attention was again directed to them by a
letter from Mr. John Cummins, Desert National School, Cuffe’s Grange,
county Kilkenny, saying : ¢ It might, perhaps, interest you to know
that I discovered an Ogham stone a couple of years ago in the old
churchyard of Lamogue, nearly midway between Carrick-on-Suir and
Cullan. A number of members of the Royal Society of Antiquaries
visited Callan last year, and I had the attention of some of them directed
to the matter by the Chairman of the Town Commissioners with a view
to their visiting the place, and inspecting the stone. The day, however,
became wet. I have been informed that another Ogham-stone has since
been found necar the one I discovered.” On the 29th Scptember, 1892,
I saw both stones. The Ogham stone, recognised as such by Mr.
Cummins, lay in the grass, and the other served as a headstone to a
modern grave. Mr. John Commerford, whose farm surrounds the grave-
yard, told me that from his childhood he had seen the marks on Mr.
Cummins’s stone, but had taken them to be ploughmarks until told by
Mr. Cummins that they form an inscription in the language and
characters of ancient Ireland. Having learned so much, Mr. Commer-
ford one day asked a passing neighbour, named Laurence Lee, to look at
the inscription, whereupon Mr. Lee remarked, ¢ if that be writing, here
is more of it,”” uncovering at the same time scores on the lower part of
stone No. 2. In April, 1893, I again saw these stones, being then
accompanied by Mr. V. E. Smyth, whose photographs of them are here
reproduced.

Both stones are of the greenish sandstone found in the neighbour-
hood, and particularly on the hill of Carrigaun (Reade), distant an
English mile from Lamogue graveyard. Neither stone has a cross.

No. 1 stone, Mr. Cumming’s, is 4 feet 4 inches long, 1 foot 4 inches
broad, and 11} inches thick, and has an inscription 5 feet 4 inches long,
beginning on the arris to the left and ending on that to the right. The
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inscription is not exactly continuous, but on the head of the stone the

end of the second word overlaps for five inches the beginning of the third
word.

ﬂﬂoomo Mloo0bllloocoo

00°° ﬂﬂnoﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ° /°°°°°

DOFPATUCI [AF'|FI TULOTANAGI

UUUOOOOO ﬂnnOoo

The first word, poratucy, is perfect, except that a fresh made groove
to the left, and a natural depression to the right, make the last notch of 1
look like an M character; and that a depression, seemingly a first q-
score, meets the edge between the second and the third v-notches. That
depression, however, cannot be Ogmic, for the third v-notch being
perfect cannot be ignored, and no change of arris is here, warranting v
and a to overlap. Besides, the quasi q-score is preceded by a similar
but shallower depression, completing, as it were, a six-score character,
which is an impossibility in the Ogham system. The second word was
[aF]rr. The last two characters are in fair condition; and for the first
two there is just room. The 1-notches on the sloping head of the stone
are cup-shaped, and overlap the following word’s first character.

The third word evidently is Turoranvaer. Only the first score of the
first T is faint, and only the first notch of the o character is imperfect.
After the 1 character, just where another vowel character might have
commenced, there is a shallow notch followed by a very decp one, but
the first is a chance abrasion, and the second is the deep end of a long
natural scar. The inscription, therefore, is DOFATUCI [AF]FI TULOTANAGI,
“ of Dubthach, grandson of Toltanach.”

poraruct. This name, or one derived from it, is found in Ogham and
in Latin characters in the ¢ Dugoed Bilingual ” Mr. Brash’s plate has
in Ogham DUFATAQIS, but as Rhys, Hubner, and Ferguson have ¢ instead
of q, and as there is space for two vowel notches after r, and as the four
scores read as s may be a notch and three scores = aF, the beginning of
AFL, ‘‘grandson,” this inscription may have been, either DoraTocr
AF[T &c.], OF DUFATOCIS = DOBATOCIUS = DOBATTACI. In Latin are pom, the
ligature [[[], for arra, a faint ¢, according to Hubner, and a horizontal
1, and, on a lower line, 1LIUS EVOLENeI, in all, if it be all, poBATTACI
[¥JiL1vs BVOLENGT.

Other Ogham names beginning with por = Middle-Irish dub, and
Modern Irish dubh, ¢Dblack,” are poraruscr, Glannawillin; DOFATAGNT,

1 A third dotted line has been accidently omitted here in the plate.
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Dunloe ; and porerr, Ballintaggart.

No. 1.—Lamogue.

In Old- and in Middle-Irish, gen. sg.

poraTUcI would be Dubthaich
or Dubthaigi, according as it
came from nom. sg. *¥poraTuca,
or *poratucia. The Book of
Leinster has nom. Dubthach,
gen. -aig, over one hundred
times, and gen. masc. Dub-
thaige, three times. The usual
Old-Irish form is nom. Dub-
thach, gen. Dubthaich, as nom.
Dubthach maccu Lugil, LA.,
fol. 4, b 2; gen. Dubthaich
maceu Lugir, fol. 4, b 1, and
fol. 20, a 1; but also nom.
Dubthoch maccu Lugil, fol. 4,
b 2. In Modern-Irish the name
is written nom. Dubhthach, gen.
Dubhthaigh, as in the family
name O’Dubhthaigh, usually

Anglicised Duffy, or O’Duffy, but Anglicised Duhig in the county
Cork in the case of native county Cork families. The Book of Leinster
mentions, @ globo, thirty Dubthachs slain at Dungeirg, 259*, and

four slain at Athliac-find, 163®.

gingly, and amongst them D.
Doel Tenga, an Ulster hero of
Conchobar Mac Nessa’s time,
79%>, &e.; Cuchulind’s grand-
father, 332*; St. DBridget’s
father, 347%, 368%; a King of
Munster, 277°, 278°; a King ot
Dal Araide, 41°; a King of
Defse Breg, 153*®; an Abbot
of Armagh, 24° 42°; a son
and a grandson of Fothad Mac
- Droida of the Ossorian pedi-
gree, 339°,

In the Book of Leinster the
only Toltanach is Toltanach,
son of Congal Mac Aeda of the
D4l Cais, 332:. As an adjec-
tive toltanach is given from
Old-Irish texts in Windisch’s
““ Woerterbuch *%; toiltionach is

the form in O'Reilly’s * Dictionary ”;

It mentions over forty Dubthachs

No. 2.—Lamogue.

and toiltheanach is heard in
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common speech in the county Cork. Toltanach, ¢ willing,”” comes
from nom. tol, gen. tuile,  will,”” cognate, perhaps, with Gr. feow,
efelw.

No. 2 stone, a pyramid mutilated at the top, is 4 feet 9 inches long,
and tapers in width from 2 feet 4 in. at the bottom to 1 foot at the top
of the inscribed face. Both its side arrises are inscribed, that to the
left (of the onlooker) for 32 inches, and that to the right for 14} inches.

ar sl eV

o [ otiiepuny

SEFERRIT| RO JTTAIS

All the scores of seFERRIT . . are perfect except the fifth 1-notch and
the third r-score, of each of which only one-half remains. In Trass only
the middle three 1-notches are defective, but their former presence is
evident from the space they occupied and the traces they have left.
The one other Ogham-inseription that ends in Trars is BIR MA@ MUCOI
rorTals, Drumloghan.

Viewed as a pure Irish name serermi[1] should be of one class
with BRANITTOS, sAGARETTOS, &c. In Old- and in Middle-Irish it should
be nom. *Siabraid, gen. *Siabrada, and be a derivative of what in
Middle-Irish is nom. siabrae, gen. siabrai, and in Modern-Irish is nom.
sg. siabhra, nom. pl. siabhraidhe, a ““ ghost,” and is Anglicised sheefra,
as a term of contempt for a diminutive child. The Book of Leinster has
gen. Siabair, 313" 352%, the name of the father of St. Diarmait, alias
Modimma ; Siabarchend, son of Sulremar, 254%, and Siabarchend, son of
Slisremar, 255°, the names of a foreign mercenary, or two, on the side
of Conchobar Mac Nessa at the sack of Dungerig. It is not, however,
nom. *Siabraid, or *Siabhraidh, gen. ¥*Siabrada, or *Siabhradha, but
nom. Sefraid, Seafraidh, and Seaffraidh, gen. Seafrada and Seaffrada, that
meets us in Irish Books and Manuscripts, wherein it is equivalent to
Geoffrey, or Jeffrey, in England, and to Sefred in Anglo-Saxon.

The “ Anglo-Saxon Chronicle”’ mentions, at a.p. 1123, Sefred,
Abbot of Glaestonbyrig. The ¢ War of the Gaedhil and the Gaill”’
mentions Sefraid mac Suinin, slain on the side of the Danes at Clontarf,
A.p. 1014, The Book of Ballymote mentions Seafraid, son of Mac
Gilla-Christ Meg-Ragnaill, 163>¢; Seafrada, son of Gilla-na-Naem Mor
O’Fergail, 163*, The Four Masters mention two Reynolds, five
O’Farrells, one O’Reilly, and two Fitzpatricks, whose Christian name
each was Seafraidh ; of all of these, the earliest was ome of the
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Fitzpatricks, who died a.n. 1269. Evidently the form Sefraid is from
the Anglo-Saxon Sefred.

The ending [ Jrrams is also found in the Drumlohan inscription,
BIR MAQI MUCOI ROTTAIS, from which inseription Lamogue No. 2 may
provisionally be restored thus: SEFERRIT[A MAQI MUCOI Ro]rrTals. Gen.
mas. ROTTAIS from nom. *rorras by internal inflection should for uni-
formity sake be preceded not only by BIe, not *BEr1, but also by Maic
Maic, not maqr arvcor ; but these two inscriptions appear to belong to the
period of transition from externally to internally inflected masculine
genitives singular of the o and a declensions, a period whose end over-
laps the beginning of the Old-Irish period. *Rottas may be a derivative
of poch, ““a wheel,” or of puav, “red,” but is not found in any form
in the Book of Leinster. An Ogham-stone at Ballynahunt has
pUGTUNNG6GU[ | Maer ropbpos. One of two at Garranmillion seems to have
MOELAGNI MAQQI ERCAGNNI MUCOI koTTAQRI. On the whole, this inscription
cannot be much later or much earlier than the sixth century of our era.

LEecan.

The Ogham-stone on Mr. James Holohan’s farm at Legan, in the
parish of Ballylinch, a mile from Thomastown, is the sixth found in the
barony of Gowran. Standing perhaps on its original site, it projected in
relief from a wall at Legan Castle, until the fall of that wall a few years
ago. Then Mr. Holohan’s son, Thomas, struck by the regularity of the
scores, and suspecting them to be an Ogham inscription, showed them to
the discoverer of the Clara inseription, Mr. John Moore, of Columbkille,
who verified the suspicion, and reported the discovery to Canon Hewson,
who promptly made it public.

The stone is a gray, gritty sandstone pillar, 6 feet 8 inches long, 1 foot
6 inches broad, and 1 foot 3 inches thick. At the upper end of the front
face of the stone is incised or scraped a plain cross, 1 foot 2 inches long,
and 8 inches broad, and much too rude and irregular to be by the same
hand as the inscription, which begins 2 feet 6 inches from the bottom at
the left, and ended at the right, not far from the top. Itis:—

9 U;-.-.-.-.><m o/) (ool ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂooooo/m
000 000 00'000-000»,/////-00 Oreens

LOBB[I] XOI MAQQI MOCCOI I REI

In roBeI 2 double interval forbids the B-grooves to be read as L; the
second o-notch is imperfect ; and an 1 or an 41 is lost, where seven or eight
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inches of the arris are lost, together with hardly as much of the left side
as could completely carry away a ». xor is perfect. amaer has only its
last two notches imperfect. In moccor the o-notches are hard to discern;
and of the 1-notches only the third is complete. In the last word a knob
or possibly a notch is lost before a perfect vowel notch, which is followed
by two imperfect notches rather than scores, with space for a third. Next
is distinctly an ®, after which all is uncertain; whether we read er of
which the first x-notch is faint, the second broken off, the third irregu-
larily shaped, and only the fourth wunobjectionable, the first 1-notch
perfect, and the rest faint and uncertain ; or read amor with an
faint and uncertain to the left, broken at the arris, and deep but rough to
the right ; or speculate on the former presence of characters after that
to the right, where a flake seems missing.

Irei is a name found at Seskinan and Kilgrovan by the present
writer, and discussed by him in Z%e Academy, March 9th, 1895. Erei
would have the same relation to Er that Irei has to Ir. Eramoi sug-
gests thoughts of Herimon and Airem; and Iramoi suggests Irramo in
meic (ilella Ippamo meic Pippiodb, LL. 324° = Meic Oilella hip-
pamoa, vel Meic ahut Pippidb, BB. 139*; but Irramo or hirramoa
most probably is equivalent to iapmua, ¢ great-grandson,” as also is
mac hui, and was meant to distinguish from a later Ailill in the Ernean
pedigree the Ailill who was great-grandson of Oengus Turbech, the
stirps of that pedigree.

For comparison with Lossaz, the ““ Book of Leinster” has what seems
to be a different name, nom. Lubha, gen. Lubhai, 381%; and what seems
to be the same name, Loppae, in the family name of St. Mochua Mac Hui
Loppae (Lopae, BB, 227¢), 3676. It also mentions Bishop Loppan, 365¢;
Loppan, seventh from Cathair Mor, 313¢; and the Hui Loppini, 318°.
LoBAcON is in Ogham at Ballyvooney, and LoBaccona at Dromore.

MAQr avUcor, of which aaeer moccor is a variant, is explained in treating
of the Gowran stone ; and xor in treating of the Ballyboodan stone.

Hoox Pornt.

At Hook Point, the south-western extremity of the county Wexford,
Mr. Hugh Nevins, in 1845, found an Ogham-stone on the sea-beach
at the foot of a cliff, whereon were the ruins of St. Bricane’s ancient
church and a remnant of its graveyard. Shortly after its discovery the
stone was exhibited by him at a meeting of the Royal Irish Academy,
and on September 20, 1854, it was presented by him to the Museum of
the Kilkenny Archaological Society, where I examined it in July, 1885,
and withmore care in April, 1893. Itis2 feet 3 incheslong, and 1 foot
1inch wide towards the bottom, and 11 inches at the top. It is a flattish
oval in section, being the lower two-thirds of a clay-slate, rolled, sea-
beach stone, with rounded ends, like the Ballintaggart, Minard, and
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Lugnacapple Ogham-stones, and like them has an inscription on the
rounded edge without raised or incised stem-line. The inscription com-
mences 16} inches from the bottom, and went around the head, and
ends 12 inches from the bottom.

g legggggr oo fopoo
OMUHIH

SEDAN[ T DER|CAMASOCI

After sEpAN 1s a vowel notch, the first, no doubt, of an 1 character. At
the opposite side, reading down, are the left extremities of a ¢ character
followed distinetly by amasoc and traces of five 1-notches, of which the
first, the second, and the fifth are the most distinet.

Seraxr is in Ogham at Seskinan, and sepan: at Ballinvoher, and
sEDAN[ 1] here. The Seduni, an Alpine tribe, are mentioned by Ceesar, ¢‘De
Bello Gallico,” L. iii. Seraxt and sEpanI become Sétnai in Middle-Irish,
just as Freoanar becomes Fiachnai, and rveoNr and rveUNI become
Lugnai. The Book of Leinster has nom. Setan, 336°; Setne, 336%;
Sétna, 3369, and in all twenty-eight times; gen. Setani, 364%; Setnai,
162, and forty-four other times; Setnae, 369*; and Setna, 347¢, and
thirteen other times; dat. Setnu, 162%; Setna, 127°; acc. Setna, 127°
and five other times. By this name 1t mentions from fifty to sixty
different men, the chief among them being Sétna, son of Art; Sétna,
son of Breisse; and Sétna Sithbace, very ancient kings of Ireland;
Sétna, father of Anmire, King of Ireland, and twelve St. Sétnas. In
the Leinster pedigrees are: S. Sithbace, 3112, &ec.; S., son of Cainnech,
812°; 8., son of Emre, 312% &ec.; S., son of Corpre, 313°; S., son of
Feidlimid, 314%, &ec.; S., son of Conondail, 315°; S. son of Oengus, 315°;
S., son of Mane, 817¢; and 8. Mor, 315¢; and in the Ossorian pedigrees,
8., son of Ailill, 339¢, &e.; and S., son of Niad Chorb, 339*.

Camasocr looks like a complete word, but is not found as such;
rather it is part of [Drr]caaasoct, which is found as Derce Mossaig, Dere
Mosaig, Derc Mossaig, Derc Maisech, and Derg Mosach. Derc Mossach
mac Cathair a quo Hui Derce Mossaig oc Ath Chliath, LL. 315>, Dere
Mosach mac Cathair a quo Hui Derc Mossaig ig Ath Cliath, BB. 125Y,
Dearc Mossach mac Cathair Mair a quo Hui Derec Mosaig occ Ath
Cl[i]ath, BB. 131*. Dere Maisech a quo Hui Derc Maisig ic Ath Cliath,
LL. 385°. Derg Mosach, LL. 394, ¢ Derc Mosach, son of Cathair Mor,
from whom [descended] the Hui Dere Mosaig at Dublin.”

Cathair Mor, of the Leinster line, was sovereign of Ireland, a.p.
120-122, Four Masters, a.p. 174-177, O'Flaherty. According to the
above extract, his son Derc Mosach’s descendants at one time possessed
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Dublin, but that their pedigree is not given in detail points to their early
extermination by the Danes, probably at the capture of Dublin, a.p. 837.
On the other hand the Hui Derc Mosaig may not have settled at Dublin
for centuries after the death of their eponymous ancestor; and in the
meantime, from one cause or other, about the middle of the third
century, Sedan, a grandson probably of Derc Mosach, may have had to
face death at HMookpoint, the farthest point in Leinster from Dublin.
Dearc may mean ‘“‘red,” or an ‘‘eye’’; Maisech, ¢ beautiful,” and
Derc Maisech, ¢ eye-beautiful.” Windisch’s Woerterbuch has derc F.
auge ; but Glasderc (Grey-eye) a quo Hui Glasdeire, LL. 313*, BB. 124®,
shows that it is not feminine ; and Dercnarggit (Eye.of-silver) Mac Bard-
dine, LL. 313¢, = Dearc nairgid mac Bradeni, BB. 126°, shows that it is
neuter.

Kiteee StoNE.

An Ogham-stone, dug up at Kilbeg, in the parish of Kilbarrymeaden,
in the barony of Decies-without-Drum, in the county of Waterford, was
given to Dr. Martin, of Portlaw, and in October, 1875, was by him pre-
sented to this Society’s Museum at Kilkenny, where it was seen by me
in July, 1885, and in April, 1893. The stone is 4 feet 7% inches long,
and, in the middle, is 14 inches wide diagonally one way, and 10 inches
the other way; and, from the middle, tapers to a point at the top, and
diminishes in bulk towards the bottom. The inscription, which is 7 feet
long, begins about 26 inches from the bottom, breaks off 2% inches from
the top, is resumed on the next arris to the right, 27 inches from the
bottom, crosses diagonally the top of the stone, and ends on a third arris,
about 26 inches from the hottom.

UOOOOWWOOOOO/O ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂooooo/mo 00000,

00000 ﬂﬂﬂ/////ooooWMo 000000000 00050000

BEFFI MAQI MUCOI TRENAQITI

The inscription, though faint in parts, is complete. A scrape at the
end is the initial B of Mr. Brash’s reading of Dr. Martin’s copy of the
inscription.

pEFFI. This name in Ogham, and in Latin letters, is in the Llan-
winio bilingual inscription, variously read thus :—

Professor Rhys :

Lat. srapr Frur sopi BevE; Og. left, awwi BobpIB; right, BEWW.
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Mr. Brash:
Lat. Brap1 AFI BocI BEVE; Og. left, AFFI BocI B ; right, BEFF . . .

Sir S. Ferguson :

Lat. siLvaNI AvI BocI BEVE ; Og. left, AFFI Bocr ; right, BEFFE.

A. Hitbner :

Lat. s1ap-acr BocI BEVE; Og. left, avrr Boct B . . . ; right, BErr . ..

To me, not having seen the original, the Latin is simply a transliter-
ation of the Ogham, and the whole was: Lat. BEVV- AVI BOCI BEVE ;
Og. BEFF[1] AFFI BOCI B[ EFAS .

Trans. ““Of Beffa, grandson of Boc, son of Befa.” Here Befa is
Beffa’s great-grandmother. A derivative of BEFFI may be Brrrr, Rock-
field.

¢ TIn the Irish language,” says Zeuss, ‘‘nothing retained primitive v
after vowels, not only at the end of words, where scarcely is it retained
in any language, but even in the middle”’? (Grammatica Celtica, 2nd ed.,
55). As, therefore, *arra, arrr have become oa or o, and 7 or £; so
*BEFFA, BEFFI have become beo, bew, or biu, and b7z or b¢,in Old-Irish, and
beo and bi in Modern-Irish ; are cognate with Latin, viv-us ; Greek, Bi-os;
Walsh, dyw ; and Breton, deo; and mean ¢ alive” or ¢ lively.”

In the Book of Leinster this word is not found alone as a proper
name, but only in its diminutives, derivatives, and compounds, in which
last it is found as Beo- at the beginning, but as -b¢ at the end : Beoani,
314%, &c.; Beuani, 373°; Beoan, 311°, &ec.; Beoain, 314%, &e.; Beoc,
371 = Beo oce, ‘“ Martyrology of Donegal’’; Beogen, 365° (the Vita
Sancti Columbae has Beognai); Beo-Aed, 3508, &e.; Beo-Caimine, 317¢;
Beo-Chraidhe, 391* ; Beo-Chride, 3142, &c. ; Beo-Slain, 3892, &e. ; Cailbe,?
¢ that is, Caclbeo,” 373, footnote; and some or all of the following :
Aidbe, Ailtbhe, Altbi, Bedbi, Ceilbi, Coilbe, Colbe, Cuilbe, Ercbe, Erobi,
Etarbai, Failbe, Fairtbe, Fothairbe, Fothirbe, Laithbi, Lughi, Railbi,
Roichbi, Sithbe, &e.

TRENAQITI is a compound, such as TRENAcaTLO in the Llanfechan
bilingual ; TRENAGUso in the Cilgerran bilingual: Og. TRENAGUSO MaQr
MAQI-TRENT ; Lat. TRENAGUSSI FILI MACU-TRENI HIC IACIT ; and NETA-TTRENA-
LuGos in the Monatagart Ogham inscription, BROINIENAS XOI NETA-TTRENA-

1 See, however, por- in poraTUCt = Dubthaich, &e.

.7 Nem Mac Hui Birn. Nem tribus nominibus vocabatur, id est, Nem, et Pfipu, et
Cailbe. Nem primum nomen ejus a parentibus. Pupu apud Scottos, id est, Papa, eo
quod Cathedram Petri petivit. ~Cailbe, id est Cael béo, eo quod homines mirabantur
eum vivere. LL. 373, footnote.
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rveos. The Llywell bilingual is said to have Og. MAQI TRENII sALICIDNT ;
Lat. MAccUTRENTT Maqr sarrerpunt; at Ballyknock is crrvcoawas aaqr
MAQI-TRENT.

Tren in Welsh, ¢rén in Old- and in Middle-Irish, and #éan or ireun
in Modern-Irish, means ¢ impetuous,” and has to be distinguished from
nom. ¢rian or {rien, gen.tremo or trena, a ‘‘third part.” Nom. Trén,
gen. Tréin, Treoin, and Triuin, is found separate and compounded in the
Book of Leinster : Trén, 316°, 322°; Tréin, 324°, 835°; Triuin, 850¢;
Trenfer, 378*; Trenfir, 101¢, 834, 338%; Trenmhor, 379*"; Trenmoir,
811%; Traigtreoin, 261*; gen. T'renai, of itself, is an older form of Tréin,
but may be intended for Trena, gen. of Trian, at 3224, 347",

As aseparate name, qrrr is found in Ogbam at Stradbally, as erT . . . . . 5
and at Drumconwell as arratr. Its feminine is found in composition at
Ballinrannig : maQr-qerTIA MAQQI cURITTI. The Book of Leinster has nom.
Cet, gen. Ceit or Chit, 31° 48 113P and twenty other places.

TorpEp MoUNTAIN.

This fragment was discovered in 1875 beside the great carn at the
summit of Topped Mountain, near Enniskillen. Mr. W. F. Wakeman
wrote about it in this Journal for October, 1875, and for October, 1882,
and in 1885 presented it to this Society’s Museum at Kilkenny, where I
examined it in 1885. It is a fragment of a light-red sandstone flag,
1 foot 6 inches long, 83 inches wide, and from 2% to 8% inches thick,
and is inseribed for its whole length. The inscription consists of one
compound name that ends imperfectly, and that may have been the first,
or the last, or the middle name of the complete inscription.

pgeeee 100G 00HL ooy

IxeTTACE]

All is perfect up to the last notch, of which only half is left. What
follows NErra- is cE now, but at first was o1 or some word beginning
with ¢& or c1. In Ogham inscriptions the other names of which NEr
forms part are, NETA-CAGNI, NETA-CARI, NETA-FROQI, NETA-SEGAMONAS, NETA-
TALAMINACCA, NETA-TTRENA-LUGOS, NETTA-SAGRU, NIOTTFRUCC, CUNA-NETAS,
CONUNETT, and NIOTTACOBRANORA (?). Middle-Irish nom. nia, gen. niad or
niath, and dat. niaid, or niath, means a ‘‘champion.” The fullest Ogham
genitive is NeTas, at Island, County Waterford. In the Book of Leinster
nom. Nia, gen. Niad, is found as a proper name separately, and in
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composition with Bec-, Cath-, Caul-, Coe-, Com-, Corp-, Corpre-, Druth-,
Enna-, Fal-, Fer-, Fir-, Flaith-, Mac-, Sar-, Tren-, Uath-, -angle, -ba,
-brain, -corb, -cuillend, -fer, -Nair, -Segamain. In the county Cork,
O’Niadh is Anglicised Neville.

BarLLysPELLAN BroocH.

To the foregoing inscriptions on stone in the county Kilkenny may be
appended the Ogham inscription on a silver brooch found in 1806 at
Ballyspellan, in the barony of Galmoy, in the county of Kilkenny :

>|H|””I /””><1HH>HH><,”, HHI>/'
X/ LA Ml
DG XA X

CNAEMSECH CELLACH MAELMAIRE MINODOR MUAD MAELUADAIG MAELMAIRE

Of these names the first is that of a female, and all are proper names
except possibly muap. Apparently the first is that of the owner of the
brooch; and the rest form her pedigree. As fifth or sixth in descent
from one named Maclmaire, that is Devotee of Mary, this lady could not
have flourished earlier than a.p. 600. Nor, as the b’s, &, and certain
a’s are unaspirated, can the inscription be of much later date than
A.p. 1300. Time and place considered, she may well have been
Cnaimsech, the mother of the ¢ Flannacan mac Cnamsige, mae Gussain ”?
of an Ossorian pedigree, LL. 3409 27. As that Flannacan was tenth in
descent from Colman Mor, a king of Ossory, or at least of East Ossory,
who dicd A.p. 575, that Flannacan’s mother should have flourished in
the ninth century. King Cellach, ninth from Colman Mor, was slain in
903.

The name Cnaimsech is feminine, being a derivative in nom. -sech,
gen. -sige. In the Book of Leinster the name Cellach appears over two
hundred times. There are seven different Cellachs in the Ossorian
pedigrees, 339-341. The name Maelmaire, Mailmaire, and Maelmuire,
appears at least ten times in the Book of Leinster; where are: Uadag,
but not Maeluadaig; Muadan and Maelmuaid, but not Muad; Mincloth,
Minclu, Minchu, Mingor, Minloscan, Odur, Odran, Odornat, Odrocan,
Odorchu, Cuodor, Maelodur, and Maelodran, but not Minodor.



ON OGHAM-STONES IN KILKENNY COUNTY. 133

SUMMARY.

It may be well for comparison sake, here, beside our own, to put
Mr, Brash’s and Sir S. Ferguson’s transliterated readings of such of the
above inscriptions as were known to those two eminent authorities on
Oghams, who, had they lived till now, would naturally have improved
their readings and explanations.

Gowran, Brash: D Q0 MUCO IERACO 8 AQ G.
Ferguson : MAQI MUCOI LASICAREIGNI.
Barry : p[AL]o MAQA MUCO[T| M[A]QI-ERACIAS MAQI LI.
Dunbell, No. 1, Brash: BRANITOS MAQI DECQEDDA,
Ferguson : BRANT13s MaQr pdcrfppa.
Barry:  BraN[1]rros MAQr DECAR[I|DD[ALoS].
Dunbell, No. 2, Brash:  sAFFIQEGI M[A]QI DDATTAC.
Ferguson : sAFFIQEGI TTUTCATTAC.
Barry:  NAFFALLO AFFI GENITTAC[CI].
Clara, Ferguson : TASEGAGNI MUCOI MAQR * ¥ %,
Barry : TASIGAGNT MAQI MUCOL MACORA,
Tullaherin, Brash : FAUAHG,
Barry : FIR[
Ballyboodan, Brash : CORBEDOI MAQI LABRIDD.
Ferguson:  CORBI POI MAQI LABRIDD[A].
Barry : CORBI XOI MaQI LABRIATT| ]
Hook Point, Brash : SEDAN SOCAMS.
Barry: SEDAN[I . . . DER |CAMASOCL
Kilbeg, Brash : BIFODON MUCOL ATAR.
Barry : BEFFI MAQI MUCOI TRENAQITI.

Topped Mountain, Brash
and Ferguson: NETTACU.
Barry: veTTACE[.

At page 529 of this Journal for 1891, the present writer pointed out
that DoFINIAS, or DOFFINIAS, the final name in four Ogham inscriptions in
the Barony of Corkaguiny, and Duibhne, the name of the eponymous
ancestress of the Corcodhuibhne race, anglicised Corkaguiny, are an
earlier and a later form of the same name, and designate the same
person, Duibhne, granddaughter of Conaire I., ob. a.p. 60, or rather of
Conaire II., ob. o.p. 220 (according to O’Flaherty’s computation). The
insceription in memory of her great-grandson cannot be earlier than

JOUR. R.B.A.I., VOL. VI., PT. II., 5TH 8ER. L
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A.p. 150, or later than a.p. 300; and creates a presumption that
genitives singular feminine, without a final s, are later than a.p. 300.

Of the twenty-three persons named in the twelve inscriptions here
directly discussed, five or more may be identified :—

1. The Dunbell xaFraLro, grandson of Gentech, in all probability,
was one of those ¢ grandsons of Gentech,” from whom wus named Tir
On Gentich, the ¢ Territory of the grandsons of Gentech,” close to, or
around, Dunbell.  As those ¢ grandsons of Gentech ”” were third cousins
of Fercorbb, in the pedigree of Lord Castletown of Upper Ossory, and as
that Fercorbb was tenth in ascent from Cuchereca, a king of Ossory, who
died cire. a.p. 710, Naffallo ( = Nuall) with Fercorbb must have died
cire. A.p. 400. Further, as the inscription at Dunbell may be assumed
to have been contemporaneous with the death and burial of Naffallo, the
name NAFFALLO, instead of ¥NaFraLLos, in that inscription is an instance
of a final s of the genitive singular of the consonantal declension having
been dropped in Gaelic as early as a.p. 400 ; and leads to a presumption
that the Ogham inscriptions wherein that final ¢ is retained are of an
older date than a.p. 400.

Tried by that test, the Llanfallteg inscription, lately deciphered by
Prof. Rhys of Oxford, Og. vorEcorIGas, Lat. MEMORIA VOTEPORIGIS PROTIC-
ToRIS, cannot commemorate Vortipore, a sixth-century king of Demetia.
Professor Mommsen, too, argues from the use of the title ‘* protector’
that the Llanfallteg inscription cannot belong to that post-Roman period
in Britain.

2. The Tullaherin inscription, beginning with F1r . . ., may have
commemorated Lord Castletown’s ancestor Fercorbb.

3. The Hui Deccair Dala, an ancient Leinster family, of dubious
origin according to the Book of Leinster, were, no doubt, the progeny of
pecar[1] pp[aros] of Dunbell inseription No. 1, and so were a branch of
the Royal family of Ossory.

4 and 5. Tt will hardly be doubted that the Hui Thoisechain, from
Druim Laidgil, were the progeny of Tastcaena of the Clara inseription,
and that the Hui Chuirre were descendants of macor, Tasigagna’s grand-
father, which Hui Chuirre, with their kinsmen the Hui Gobbain of
Tech Laidgille, were the sole surviving descendants of Gentech in Tir
On Gentich, that were known to the compiler of the Book of Leinster.

6. For comparison with [pErJcamasocr of the Hook Point inscription
there is only Derc Mossach, the name of a son of Cathair Mor, a king of
Leinster and sovereign of Ircland, who died at latest edre. a.p. 177.
Sedana, traced to [pEr]canasoca, in the Hook Point inseription, was most
probably a great-grandson of Cathair Mor, and as such should have died
cire. A.. 270,

7. That corma, buried at Bellyboodan, in what anciently was the
territory of Cliach, was King Corb Cliach out of Munster, who was slain
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by Oengus Ollam, a.c. 235 (O’Flaherty’s computation), is a remote
possibility, or rather is not impossible. Similarly it is not impossible
that NETasreamon of the O1d Island inscription cuNanerTas Ma[Q]r auc[o]r
NETASEGAMONAS, and of the Ardmore inscription LUGUDECCAS MAQI DOLATI
BIGATS GOBA . . . M[U]coI NETASEGAMONAs was the Nia Segamain, who
was king of Munster and sovereign of Ireland, a.c. 125-118 (O’Flaherty’s
computation).

Ancient Irish histories and pedigrees help to identify the persons
mentioned in Ogham inseriptions, and ancient Ogham inscriptions, thus
interpreted. confirm ancient Irish history.

It may be noted that it is not the case, as assumed at p. 365 (Journal,
1895), that from time immemorial the inscribed arris of the Ballyboodan
stone was turned down, and in contact with the ground until disturbed
by Mr. Hitchcock in 1849. A very interesting letter from R. Langrishe,
Esq., Vice-President, R.S. 4.1, to the writer of this Paper, reveals the
fact that in 1841, and for some years later, the Ballyboodan stone
¢ stood erect, the inscription being on the upper portion, and ending at
the top angle, and all exposed to view.”
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THE JOURNAL OF SIR PETER LEWYS, 1564-1565.
By JAMES MILLS, M.R.I.A., FeELLow.

PETER Lewys, whose Journal for one year is preserved in Trinity
College Library, is said to have been an English regular. About
1540 he was appointed, by the Crown, rector of Kilkeel, county Down,
and afterwards held some small bencfices in Dublin and Kildare.
Lewys was presented, in 1562, to the Precentorship of Christ Church
in succession to Christopher More, who had shortly before succeeded
Christopher Rathe, removed for refusing to take the Oath of Supremacy.
Though by profession a Churchman, he will be best known as a
builder, architect, and engineer. Though not an historical figure, he is
one of the few Irish worthies of his day of whom we possess a reliable
portrait. His full-length figure, boldly and cleverly cut in high relief,
may be scen in the Science and Art Musecum. It formerly adorned the
bridge of Athlone, which he was commissioned by Government to bnild
in 1566-1567. It has been figured in ¢ The Old Bridge of Athlone” by
Rev. J.S.Joly. Inthus acting as a surveyor of public works, and espe-
cially at Athlone, we may feel a further interest in him as a worthy
predecessor of our esteemed Hon. Secretary.
1t was not in his capacity as Precentor that Lewys kept this diary.
When the Cathedral was changed under Henry VIII. from a priory of
regular canons into an ordinary chapter, its possessions were divided into
a number of separate endowments and prebends.  One part was allotted
to the building and repairs of the Church, and the Refectory. This fund
was placed in charge of a steward or proctor, who was elected annually
about Michaclmas. Lewys was chosen Proctor in October, 1564, and
held office until the October following, and for this period the Journal
extends. The duties consisted in receiving the rents of such parts of the
Cathedral property as were appropriated to the fund with which he was
charged, and disbursing the money for the necessary expenses of the
Church. Many other Proctors’ accounts are still preserved in the
Cathedral. They contain much curious and interesting matter, but they
lack the quaintness, and in many respects the minuteness, of Lewys’
Journal.
1t is probable that during his year of office the Proctor was relieved
of his ordinary clerical duties. Certainly the work undertaken by Lewys
must have occupied hLis whole time. There is only one entry in the
Journal which seems in any way to relate to his office of Precentor, and
even this evidently appears only because money had to be expended. It

Y
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was the purchase of 64. worth of paper to make books for the choir, ¢ for
they lacked books” (p. 84).

Lewys had been preferred, we may assume, as a maintainer of the
new religion. He had been appointed to an office from which, two years
previously, a predecessor had been expelled for refusing the Oath of
Supremacy. We look for any indication of his own religious views, but
without any definite result. His prineiples were probably not very
strongly marked. During the year of office his non-juring predecessor,
Christopher Rathe, died, and Lewys was quite rcady to mect the wishes
of his sympathising friends in the way he was to be commemorated.
Thus :—*¢ Note that Mr. Richard Fyan gave me half a beef for Sir
Christopher Rathe’s soul, for the masons, the 16 day of September, and
I must ring his mind with the bells 5 peal (Sept. 17).”

Lewys seems disposed to do faithfully and well what lay before him
as duty, but he had no mind to share in the disputes, religious or poli-
tical, which disturbed his neighbours. The notes which diversify the
pages of his Journal are often interesting, but they find no place there
unless they affected his work or his spendings. A great storm is men-
tioned only because it broke a window of the church, or interrupted the
work of the slaters; a snow-fall, because men had to be employed to
clear the roofs ; a heavy rain, because it raised the Dodder, and interfered
with quarry work ; a council meeting, because it brought many strangers
to the church, and cntailed the expenditure of a few pence for candles ;
the Shrove Tuesday city games, because they induced the workmen to
take a half holiday.

Almost the only way in which we hear anything of the church
serviees is in the supply of candles for the evening services in winter.
In this way we learn that there was evening service on Sundays, on
Saints’ days and their eves. In January, 1565, the evening scrvice is
mentioned daily. Some further detail as to the church services may be
gathered from a contemporary document in the Christ Church collection
(No. 1305). It is an appointment of one of the ¢ singing-men” He is
required to serve as a vicar in the choir at matins, evensong, and all
other services. In return he is dieted at the common table, occupies a
chamber in the dormitory, and receives £9 a-year. The choirmen were
also clothed out of the common fund. At 238rd May, in the Journal, we
find a payment to ‘“Richard Donoghe, for ten yards of new coloured cloth
to make the choristers their livery gowns against Trinity Sunday, whereof
made only five gowns. There was not cloth enough to make Rede a
gown ; but to be remembered other ways in his clothing.” Certain regu-
lations, in the second part of the book in which Lewys’ Journal is contuined,
deal with the appointment and conduct of the vicars. The effect of these
was to require a residence and table in common, and a complete devotion
to the services of the church. While not requiring a vow of celibacy, the
conditions imposed seem to contemplate and require a celibate state.
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A curious custom seems to have existed of a. special treat to the
Vicars’ table on Good Friday, ‘I paid for manchet and loaf bread for the
Vicars, to them by custom, as they sayes, of old time, upon the housc
cost by the proctor for the year being.” In addition there were at the
same time three loaves for the ¢ chyldring ” or choir boys. Also at same
time two gallons of ale, and three quarts of sack wine.

One service is speeiully, though briefly, mentioned—June 26, ¢ This
day, Mr. Sarswell, was buried in Christ Church. My Lord Primate,
preached at the burial.  The day was so much past we had no communion,
nor light.””  Mr. Sarswell was Patrick Sarsfield, alderman and ex-mayor
of the city. The Lord Primate was Adam Loftus.

In connexion with the church services it is of interest to note the days
which were observed as holidays from work by the masons and others
employed. The days so kept were St. Katherine, Our Lady Day (8th
Dec.), Christmas Day to 1st January, Epiphany, St. Bride’s Day, St.
Patrick, Monday to Wednesday in Easter week, St. Peter, St. Laurence,
The Assumption, St. Bartholomew, St. Michan (25th Aug.), St. Mat-
thew, Michaelmas, Nativity of our Lady (Sept. 7).

Besides these, Shrove Tuesday, which he calls ‘ Corpernant Day,”
was a half holiday, not, however, for religious reasons, but for that the
masons ‘‘play all the afternoon, secth the riding and the balls about
the town.”

Some of the other holidays indicate a conflicting feeling on the sub-
ject between the workmen and the authorities. Thus, on 3rd May,
‘“ Hollyrode Day,” or the festival of the Finding of the Holy Cross, no
masons worked, yet Lewys hired workmen to fill carts. Corpus Christi
(June 21), the Lord Justice sent to the Mayor and ‘‘to all the parish
churches in Dublin that they should not keep Corpus Christi Day holly-
day, but that every man and woman should work as they did every other
working day in the weck upon a great penalty and displeasure of
trouble.”” Notwithstanding this wurning all the men stayed away
except the slater and his helpers, who were engaged on a eontract job.
On Lammas Day, also, the masons kept holiday, while the earters,
slaters, and labourers worked. On St. Nicholas’ Day (6th Dee.) it is
specially noted that all worked ; it being stated that it was commanded
not to be kept holiday. On St. Luke’s Day the masons would not do
their usual work at the quarry; although, unpaid, they helped the work-
men to select stones for the work. For this service they got their food.

Only at Christmas do we get any peep at what passed in church, and
this only in so far as it caused expenditure. Christmas Day fell this
year on Monday. Great was the stir on the preceding Saturday. Six
men worked at cleaning out the church and porches. They eleared cart-
loads of filth out of the courtyard, and even gravelled the path across
the churchyard from the cast gate in Fishamble-street. Their work was
prolonged after dark, for an extra 11b. of eandles had to be provided to
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light them at it. It was probably only at Christmas and Easter that the
full peal of bells was rung, for there was great preparation of them, too.
No less than 21bs. of grease was provided ‘‘to grease the bells against
Chrystyne mase hallydayes.”” It was found that the ¢ baberkyns’ of
the great and second bells were broken; and Giles the saddler had to
make new oues of double leather, and Thomas Frenchman the smith
made a new great buckle for them.! Then on Christmas Eve was
great setting out of candles; 31bs. of them were placed round, stuck
in balls of clay, apparently to the walls. These were ¢ put about the
Choir and the Church as custom is, in every side of the Choir and the
Rood loft, and the Holy Ghost’s Chapel, and the north side of the Choir,
set in balls of clay.” On Christmas Day the tallow candles in the choir
were, for this occasion only, replaced by wax candles specially made in
the house for the occasion. In addition two great candles were erected,
one at the Dean’s and the other at the Precentor’s side of the choir.
“T spend in the church in candle light for the Dean’s stall one great
light, and for my stall a great light 81bs., 2 candles; and 14 candles
about the church as by old custom have been, Matho Hamlyng’s order,
and wax light with all the choir and master of the children.” Matthew
Hamlyng mentioned appears to have been the sexton. He is described
in one of the leases as a Mary-clerk.

The candles were renewed daily until New Yecar’s Day, as the 1st of
January is called, although the legal year did not begin until the 25th of
March. The whole of this week was holiday.

The flickering dipt candles scattered round the walls were, no doubt,
considered in those days a brilliant illumination; but the effcct was
greatly marred by a storm which broke some of the choir windows *‘ that
skant a candle could keep light in the choir.”

I find one other note illustrating the service of the church. Itis
34d. expended on the 5th December for ¢ hossling ”” (housel) bread for
the Communion.

As a dignitary of the cathedral, Lewys resided in the Close, in a
separate house or ‘‘lodging” of his own. The vicars and choirmen
lived at a common table, and probably still occupied the old canons’ dor-
mitory. But dignitaries appear to have lived in separate residences, most
of which grouped round the churchyard east of the Chapter-House.

The Precentor’s chamber or lodging we can learn from the series of
Christ Church leases so admirably preserved, stood immediately east of
the common apartment called Colfabias, and so, nearly on the site of the
large gate now at the east end of the modern Christ Church Place. This
lodging, or manse as it was later called, consisted of a *‘ hall”” which was
a reception and dining-room, a kitchen, a bed-chamber, with a study or

! Only one other reference to the bells occurs, and that the repair of the wheel of
the Mary bell. This was on Easter Eve.
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closet, a garret for his serving-man, and a small—it must have been very
small—courtyard. This manse looked out on the churchyard, round
which stood three or four similar residences for the other dignitaries.
The churchyard was not yet encumbered by shops and lay residences as
it had become a century later. Access to the street might be gained by
a castellated gateway on the east, leading into Fishamble-street; or
westward through the dark passage south of the Chapter House (one side
of which may still be scen), across the cloister, and through the great
gate opposite St. Michael’s Chureh.

These are but aecidental side-lights. The proctor’s duties, consisting
first of collecting the rents allocated to general chureh purposes, and then
of their disbursement in the necessary works for its care and main-
tenance, make his Journal in the main an account book. In the
accounts of other proctors are numerous items relative to the church
ornaments and furniture, but the nceds of the church in Lewys’ time
left little to spare for anything but necessaries.

The condition of the church when he entered on office was deplorable.
Two years previously in 1562 the south side of the nave had fallen. Its
place, it is true, had been taken by the plain wall which stood until the
recent restoration, but the nave was still roofless. The south aisle of the
nave was tottering and threatening the buildings in the Close ; the tower
was in a very uusafe condition ; ¢“the wall was rent very sore, and I was
in great doubt of it.”” Nor was he alonc in doubt: less than two years
previously the lessee of an adjoining house covenanted that his clause for
repair was not to be enforced if his premises should ¢ fall down by reason
of the church walls or steeple bruising or knocking them.” The roof of
the choir, too, was very defective; and other defeets met him in many
quarters.

With the church in such a state he must have felt much difficulty
in deeiding where to begin his task. Having begun, the increasing
urgency of one or other part of the building caused several interruptions.
Most of the money in hand was spent on buildings and workmen. These
payments are both interesting and valuable as illustrating the condition
of the working men of the time. But some minor incidental entries are
sometimes of even more interest.

Thus, we meet notices of the windows of the Chapter House which
have recently come to light some feet below the surface. In Lewys day
they must have been about level with Christ Church yard which lay
immediately to the east of them. We gather this for Lewys had
twice to get these windows mended because the dogs had broken them
and were in the habit of running through (June 2 and Aug. 30). Win-
dows in such a position should have been protected by bars, and so they
had been, but the bars were stolen by thieves at night ; and it was only
sfter the glass had been twice broken that iron was bought to ereet new
bars (3 Sept.).
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Other glass needed repair, as we learn (Aug. 30), ‘“this day I made
a bargain with an English boy, a glazier, for the Chapter-House that the
dogs had broken. A great storm had broken the great gable of the
high altar, three panes, and had cast down Plunket’s arms, and Mr,
Justice Plunket chafed at it, and was very angry for it; and there
were four windows, the panes of glass were broken and loosed with the
great winds and storms this year.”

At another time we find the French smith putting up two small bars
of iron ‘ to stay two panes of glass whereat Saint Laurensis picture
is in one of them in the south side.””

The purchase of ¢ this Quyer of paper to make this book 731d.”” is
interesting. Later, ¢‘ I paid for one quire of paper to write my necessaries
and to make a little book to bear abroad with me when I pay moncy, and
to make quittances to them that I should receive money from at any time.”

The most interesting entry in this line is the following :—¢ Note, 1
paid to Henry Powell, stationer, the printer, for the binding of the old
bybylle that was broken, and must mend the backs of the quires to bind
it anew, 16s.”” This may have been the same Humphrey Powell who,
Dr. Gilbert tells us, was the first Dublin typographer of whom we have
any record, who lived near by, in St. Nicholas-street, and who in the
following year issued the first known Irish printed book.

On 28th July we find, ¢‘ This day I set up in the choir a short coffer
for the poor, by the church door a box, with a key for every of them, and
made it fast with 4 sperres of iron.”

Lewys imported some of his building requisites. Thus he paid to a
man of Clontarf 26s. 8d. *‘ to go to Beaumaris to bring a load of slates the
next wind” (June 2). Then again we find him importing eoal. ¢ July6,
This day my boat of culm came to Dublin from Milford and brought 163
barrels, and discharged at the Quay, Dublin.”

The record of Lewys’ dealings with his masons and workmen supplies
many interesting illustrations of the condition of the fabric of the church,
the way in which quarrying and building work was carried on, and the
customs, food, and wages of the men. This would furnish ample material
for another Paper, or if the project of printing the Journal as an extra
volume is carried out, the subject will receive yet fuller attention.
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PREHISTORIC STONE FORTS OF NORTHERN CLARE.

By THOMAS J. WESTROPP, M.A., M.R.I.A., FeLrow.

Part I.—INxcHIQUIN Banony.

Yremrstoric ! events in Ireland have too often been treated in an
extreme spirit of aceeptance or negation. Some speak of our pre-
Christian kings with a certainty scarcely suitable to the reigns of Brian
or Roderic; others write of Laoghaire’s predecessors as if all were as
mythie as the heroes of the Nibelungs Lay. In all probability the
centuries preceding St. Patrick handed down not a little real history? to
his scribes, whose successors passed it on, but possibly with added errors,
to the compilers of the carlier encyclopeedias of Irish literature. In the
earliest of these we meet a legend versified by Mac Liag, Brian’s bard,
who died 1016, and ascribed to Amergin mac Amalgaidh, ¢irea 550, on
which an unreasonable stress has been laid to make it support a popular
theory. On its supposed authority most of our antiquaries, begging the
question, attribute the great forts of Aran and Clare to the Huamorian
Firbolgs in the first century. Now the  lay of Carn Chonoill ”” certainly
conneets Oengus with Dun Oengus, but names no other western fort, nor
does it even state® that the fugitives entrenched themselves. Even if it
did so, a writer, as far removed from the period of his legend as we are
from the time of Alfred the Great, cannot be taken as an unimpeachable
authority, and, where the old poem, ‘‘the taking of Dun Ocngusa,” is
lost, we have practically no carlier legend than that in Roderic O'Flaherty’s
¢ HIar Connaught,” 1686, which attributes the building of two only of

the Aran forts to the Firbolgs, no fort in Clare being mentioned.
The original story so often alluded to, and so little known, is thus

translated by Dr. Whitley Stokes *:—

¢ Conall, the slender, son of Oengus, son of Umor, fell there (at Carn

. ! This Paper forms a continuation of ¢ Prehistoric Stone Forts in Central Clare’’
n our Journal, 1893, pp. 281 and 432. By the terms  prehistoric’’ and ¢ fort,”” I
only imply that the origin of the cahers is unrecorded, and their use more or less
defensive, few being forts in the modern sense,

? The commencement of St. Patrick’s mission was probably nearer to the death of
Cormac mac Airt than the present year is to the accession of George II. This leaves
abundant room, however, for a plentiful growth of myths, had we even fifth-century
manuscripts to aid us, without the added errors of seven more centuries, a period as
long as that which separates us from the reign of Richard I.

* Another manuscript, however, says, ‘They dwelt thus in fortresses.” —¢ Revue
Celtigue,’” 1894, p. 481.

¢ ¢ Dindseanchas,’” in “ Revue Celtique,” 1894, pp. 478, 480. Professor Rhys
goes so far as to consider the legend a solar myth, the Firbolgs seeking refuge from
the lierves of Tara in the isles of the Western Ocean, as darkness flies before the rising
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Conoill). Once upon a time, when the sons of Umor made a flitting over
sea out of the province of the Picts (of Scotland), they come to the plain of
Meath to Cairbre Nia-fer, the Lord of Tara, and of him they sought land,
the best in Meath, to wit, Rath Cennaig, Rath Commair, Cnogba, Brug
Mna Elemair, Taltiu, Cermna, Tlachtga, Ath Sige, Bri-dam Dile. Cairpre
required them (to perform the) base service of Tara, like everyone whom
he permitted to dwell in Banba (Ireland) and (especially) Bregia. So for
this (performance) the children of Umor gave four sureties, namely, Cet
maec Magach, Ross, son of Deda, Conall Cernach, and Cuchulainn. After-
wards Cairpre imposed on the children of Umor a rent which could not be
endured : so they decamped from him, with their possessions, westward
to Ailill and Medb, and set up beside the sea. Oengus in Dun Oengusa
in Ara; Cutra to Lough Cutra; Cimbe Fourheads' at Lough Cimbi;
Adar at Mag Adair; Mil at Muirbech Mil; Daclach on Dail and Ennach,
from whom is Ennach’s house (Tech nEnnaich); Bir at Rind Bera
Sirraim ; Mod at Insi Mod (the Clew Bay Islands); Irgus at Rind Boirne?;
Cingid at Cruach Aigli; Bairnech Barannbel at Laiglinni; Conchiurn at
Inis Medon (Middle Island Aran); Lathrach at Lathrach’s Hill
(Tulaich Lathraich); Taman at Taman’s Point (Rind Tamain); Conall
the slender at Aidne; Mesc on Lough Mask.

¢ So then the four sureties and guarantors are summoned by (the
creditor) Cairpre, Conall comes with his (comrade) Cuchulainn from
the Ulaid; Ross, son of Deda, from the Ernai; and Cet went out of
Connaught to Cairpre’s house. Cairpre demanded their honour or their
soul (life). So thenm, under Cet’s safeguard, the sureties repaired to
Cruachan, and there, on the green of the fortress, they commenced their
fasting. Cet’s wife entreated the respite of a single night (that the
children of Umor might consider what was to be done). On the morrow
Oengus comes, and said that his son, with his three brothers, would fight
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