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Battle of BLADENsByyg,

Copy of a ‘etter from Commodore p,
f Secretary of the Nawy, ah:j.’.
Fany, ar Elk-Ridge, Avg. 29, 114
SIR—This is the first monent | haye W
in my power to make a repot of the :
of the torces under thy command since 18y
bouur of seeing you on Tuesday, the 234
At the Carp ut the * Old Fields” Qg the
ternoon of that day we were iaformed (hg
enemy weve advancing upon us. Our
put into order of battle and our positions
my forces werg on the right, flanked
talions of mf?ssm and 3881!1' regts w:{::.
mained some hours. The chemy did not,
ever, miie his appearance. A hule befine
set Gen: Winder came to me and ‘recomme

with the excepiion of one 12,pounder to coyghy

the night ‘entcred. Washington by the Eugp
Branch'Bridge, Inarched my men, &e. oy
 Marive Harracks, and 100k up quarters for
wight.  About 2 o'eleck. Gefl Wirider cane
myq arters. and we made some arrangeny
! In the meping I reetived a note from Gen. Wi
der, and waired upon lum  He requested gy
take comeiand and place my artillers to dig
the pase e of the bridge on the Eastern B
: as the ct.emy was apy ma(hing the city in »
i'direcion  Fimamediately pu my guns in pogd
. on; leaving she marines and the rest of my
| @t the bariacks, 10 wait further orders, | gl
; this sisetcion when I had the honer 1o met
i with'the Pre:ident and Heads of Dip
when it vas determined 1 shoud draw of
| guns and mern, &M proceed rowards Blude
which was immediately put into exceuion (

{ @ mile of . Bladensburg : we hurried on, 1
the day was very hot, and my men muchcrpp
from severe marches we had experienced ibe
ceding days. I preccd.d the men, and whe
arrived ac the line which scparates the
from Maryland, the batile began. 1 sentan
ficer back to hasfen on my men—they came
in atrat. We took our position on the 1
ground, put the pieces in battery, pogied th
rines under Gapt Miller, and flotilla men o
were to act as infantry under their own ofica
| on my right, to Support the pieces, and wait
approach of the enemy. Daring this perid
ga inued——the enemy advancing

much disorder. At length the enemy made
appearange on th€ main r oadin fore and in fro
of my battery, amdon seeing us made a bal;
reserved otir fire ; in a few minutes the eneny
‘pin" I, when I' ordered an 18 po
| to be fired, which completely cleared the md
| shartly after, a second and thipd artempt was
.1 by the enemy tp come forward. but allw!
he attempt were desrroyed. The enemy
‘ crossed over into an open field and atempd
 Hank our right, He was ihere met by threld
" pounders, the marines under capt, Miller, and
men acting as infantrs  and again was (oulkd
up. * By this tinie not & vestige of the Amend
{ army remuined except a body of five or s
! dredpo.ted on a height < my ngit from i
; Lexpecizd wouch suppost 4-om their five siutio
T'he evemy. fr m this perivd never ap
force i front of us  He howrver pushed fo
ward his sharp.shooters, onec of whom shct
horse under me, which feil deadbe:wen wo e
my guns. ‘The enemy who hadbern ket
| check by our fire for neariy half an frour,
4 began 1o outflank vs on the nght. Our gurs
turned that way ; he pushed up the hill abet
or 350 men towards lﬂ cofps of Americans®
tioned as above described, who to my great
fification made no yesistance, giving a fire o
and retiring.

enemy. to contend wigh; our ammanition
expended, and unforrunately the {l\;vcnof
amrhunition waggons had gone off in the g
panic. . At this time I received a severe woud
my thigh. Capt. Miller was wounded, s34
! Master Warner k lled, Acting Sailing-M:
i Martin killed, and Sailing Master Ml::n
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solication wrd s a1¥er from Gen, Pluknﬁ',

that the heavy a-tillery should be withds, »

rewreat. Ve took up the line of nmarch, agy

our n.:my retreating before them apparently i
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We uwhnlunl‘an exp&u reached Millcdge. | ¢ [
e & few days ago [rom Savainnul, aldressed| HA!
cellency ihe govertor, respecting¥the | N11
fenceless sittation of that city—and it is with
ledsure we fearo, thot in cn‘qucncc of this (

e first cluss of milita - now in rewdiness for
ice, witlveceive ilimed: # ordersto march
raliat destination, and such other pdsicions
g OUF 524 CORSL; B are MoS! capable of be.
wioficd This is certainly the bost time to 1
mfur defence ; while our troops sre em-
ed in mawuring those works which are ins
spensubly necessary ‘o tie protec.ion of our .
antry, their dofenders will also, be improv- has
ﬁ equully indlispensible n-quisilek—‘; of
bordindtion and discipline, qualifféations of | quy
first ard highest. impostance to a soldier. |
Ithough our Sta.coast is at present mur:h ex- l NI
d, vet, with prudence and encrgy, in our ]
3 . e s ol me
lers— iided and supported by the patviotism
4 valor of (ar citizensy itis capable of being [ 49 ¢
deied a complete basvier against any incur-
bn of the enemy==1Vhatever is necegsary to be
ne, we ave confident will be d me promptly,
e fatal apathy which pliced our Capital in
hands of theenemy, will serve us a beacon

the preservation of Suvannah. 1
i ver
General Flournoy arrived at his seat near this {ive
on Wednesday last, from his command at gun
Orleans. We letrn the “ieneral has resign- ing
bis commission as Orngadier Geveral in the
mies of the Uni ed ‘tates.
l. —— —
tractof @ letrer tum a g ntleman in "f-':
Abbeville, 10 hia friend in.this place da= 0
ted \Cth igm. £ aay
% The Hor. Jghn C. Calh un has been W
ryilfr ten days. He is now conva:, :’I!e
ent, but so much enfeebled by* the ;.o
lence of his fover, that itwill be The pyj
pasible for him t:- travel for ten days to and
ome. He is the more anxious to be {’“‘“‘
sent in his place, since the intelli- sk
ence of the disaser and disgrace of Wa- (o,
hington, Were he not forbidden by his ' ta
ysicien he wounld at:empt a journey.in larf

| €nC
is exhausted stat-.” [ |cy u
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Johu Forsyth, Fsyr. _ lcon
Richard Henry Wilde, Esqr.  |ry:
Bolling Hull, Esqr. ma
Thomus Telfair, Esgr. pll.
William erte Ksqr. of !
Alfred Cuthbert, Esqr. .
Wilson Lumpkin, Esqr. :gc
De, Joel Abbott, ™ |its
Hiram Storrs, Ksqr. ing
William J. Minton, Esqr. gre

The follywing g nucmen are Candi- e,
ates at the ensuing clec'i 0. 10 repre- the
ent the county f Ri-hmond in the en- pre
ing session of the legislture. | ap!

: Zor he Senate, ap|
Freeman Woalkr. Esqre bal
Assembly. eve



a- | take command and place my artillers to dy
- thepazeese of the bridgeon the Eastern B
| asthe evemy was approaching the city in g
ws { direction . ¥ immcdiaxclypul my guns inpy
\¢- ; on, feaving the marines and the rest of my
! at the bariacks, 10 wait further onders, |
ge | his sitearion when I had the honorto’ mey
% | with the President and Heads of Dol
m. when it was determinea I shond draw of
s ' guns and mer, 8nd proceed rowards Blude
w- | which wagimmediately put ifito exccution (
ur | our way I was wformed the enemy was
{ @ milewf Gladensburg : ‘we hurried on, the
nt | the day was very hot, and my men much crigy
from severc marches we had experienced ihe
ceding daws. 1 preccd. d the men, and whe
arvived ar the line which scparates the Digny
1 from Maryland, the batile began. *1 sentam
je | ficer back to hasfen on my men—they came
"% |inazror. We rook - &ur position on the
ground, pat the pieces in battery, posied thes
rines under Gapt Miller, and flotilla wen
were toact as infantry under their odn offc
| on my, right, to Support the pieces, and
approach of the enemy. Durirg this pericd
engagement continued—the enemy advancings
our army retreating before them apparently i
mych disorder. - At length the enemy made
appearance on the main r oadin forceand in f
of my bavery, andon seeing us made a bat;
reserved our fire ; in a few minutes the eneny
gain ad I, when I ordered an 18 po
to be fired, which completely cleared the md
| shoutly after, a second and third attempt was
ar! by Whe enemy.10 come forward. but allwho
the attempt were desiroyed. The enemy g
" crossed over into an open field and avempul 4
 flank our right: He was there met by threli
ife Pounders, the marines snder capt. Miller, and
men acting as infantrs  and again was (oulya
up. * By this time not & vestige of the Amen
army remuined excep™a body of fve or sit
dredpo.ted ona heighe «m my ngit fm[n b
wtl Lexpecied Wi supjiert 4rom hear fine siiyaos
The coemy fr m this peri.d never appeard
force i frout of s He however ushed §
ward his sharp.shouters, one of vl shct
horse under me, which fell dead be'Vern o d
my guns. The enemy who had'been kept
| check by our fire for neary Walf an i
| began 10 outflank us on the nghe. Gur gurive
turned that way ; he pushed ap the hill abet
or 3,0 men towards the eorps of American®
tioned as above described, who to my greatsa
tification made no vesistance, giving a fire or
; and retiring.
1u this situation we had the whole army oft
enemy. to contend wigh ; cur lmmu.mmﬂ
expended, and unforrunately the diiverof
ammunition waggons had gone off in the g
panic. . At this time 1 received a severe wourd
my thigh. Capt. Miller was wonnd.ed. B
| Master Warner klled, Acting Sailing-M
i Martin killed, and Sailing Master Mastin 0
ded, but to the honor of my officers and met
fast as their P and el
& | the gugs, they were instantly replaced from
¢ | scting as infamiry. Finding the enemy now
pletely ‘n onr rear and po means of defen
gave ordersto my officers and men to 1t
Threc of my officers assisted me to get off 3¢
12 | distance, but the great loss of blood occass
de j sucha weakness that T wag compelled toliwds
1 requested my officers to leave me, whick &
| obsunazely refused, bot vpon being ordered !
i obeyed ; one only remained. Ina short ,
,obscn:'ed s British soldier and hulAlnm! :
€ | and directed him 1o seek an officer ; in a ¢ "
nutes an officer came, who, on lesrning ¥
was, brought Gen:Ross and 4dm_ Cockba®
me. These officers behaved to me with the
marked attention, vespect and poliensss, :
surgon brought and niy wound dressed in
atelv. “Afier a fews minutes conversatiot
General informed me (dfter paying me ‘d -
some compliment) that I was parcled an .
berty to proceed 10 Washington or Bladens®
as was also Mr. Hufington who bad re®
with me, offering me every assistance i his
er, giving orders for a litterto be b
8- Lwlhich T was carried 10 Bladensburg- v’éd
il | Wainwright, semained with me and beha
€ {me as it I was a brother. : E
9L Douring the stay of the enemy at P" (e
| 1 réceived the most polife artention from
E* | ficers both of the navy and army. i
€1 My wound is deep, ‘but 1 flatter trJ‘;f !
t!llf‘rmm thaball 1 not yer extmledwd‘.
ly hope a few weeks will restore me 10 1€
Et] thatsn exchange willaake lgpe:hullm?.m i
le] my sommand, orany othet that )'3“'_?“:‘!,
' 1 sident my think proper to honor me ¥+
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1 Hon Wm. Joves,
Secretary of the Navy.
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