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The Villanow store was called “The Brick” in the last century because a rural general store rarely was. ¢ ot of red brick

' 150-year-old store bullt to last
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¥ No relic: The thriving

Walker County
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country store still in WEQ
operation.
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Lunchtime visitor:
and cheese sandwich to Gerald Harper, who

country store every day

Store: Country tradition |
stands out like a fortress

> tormnued from Bl

mént. The walls are 18 inches
thick. Wooden shutters on the
windows still close tightly and

securely. “The store is very
1-built, like a fortress — de-
ible,” said state Historian

Kenneth Thomas. “Who knows
frdm what?”

- fMrs. Edwards likes t0 point
out the heavy steel rods that en-
cix".lve the building just below the

_fioor ceiling. They are, she
earthquake rods, intended
‘maintain structural integ-
in a major temblor “There
i in 1812 all
down the East Coast,” she

g
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Ebeth Edwards (right) hands a turkey

comes in the

for his midday meal.

high cabinet of nuts and bolts, a
big metal carousel of nails and a
good selection of PVC plumbing
fixtures. In a corner under a
shelf full of ammunition are sew-
ing needles, pins and some pink
thread.

Fresh honey — a feature of ||
the store in all remaining records ||
— is temporarily out of stock.
«The blizzard was awfully hard
on the bees,” Mrs. Edwards said.

You can buy disposable dia-
pers here, although the needs of |
the far end of the life span are no 1
longer sold. In 1899 the store ad-
vertised that it could “supply you
with a coffin or casket when in
need of one.”

Reddish pine floors gleam

The coffins were stored up-
stairs, an area which the Ed-
wardses have into a
space that would leave any

drooling
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