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CHIEF ]US’I’XC]-f’s CHARGE to the Grand Jury
in Richmond county, at March Term laft,

Gentlemen of 1he Grand Fury,

OU are now convened to exercife a power
Y without the intervention of which, the penat
Jaws of the ftate cannot have an etficient opeiation
in this couuty. It is your duty t» prefent, as far
as comes to your knowledge, offenders againft the
Jaws of every denomination ; a negzlect in this par-
ticular makes void the law. Iis terror, and there-
fore its beft ufe, is no more: It is the fentiment
of an ingenious writer, « That crimes are more
effectually prefented by the certainty, than by the
feverity of punithment.”

Virtue in the citizens is the foundation on which
a repuhlican government muft reft; deftroy that
foundation, and the fair fabric of freedom muft
fall. It is therefore your indifpenfable duty, to
difcourage every fpecies of vice, Gaming teuds
more to corrupt the morals of a people, than any
other in the black catalogue ; it renders men felf-
ifh, dithoneft, and dithonorable; a gamefter, a
€riend to no man, is a bitter enemy to himfelf.

Tipling houfes, and unlicenfed taverns, are not
only a public nuifance, but atually deprive the
ftate. of a confiderable revenuej to prevent fuch
evil praftices, and to encreafe the public funds,
35 matter worthy your ferious attenticn.

The neceflity of a fpecdy and punétual payment
of taxes into the public treafury encreafes daily.
“Your vicinity to the feat of government, has ren-
ersd information fo eafy, that any further com-
ent on this head would be ufeiefs. The tax law
£ this year will be laid before you, and I have no
oubt, but itwill meet every facility neceffary on
our part.

Odr conflitution frosn experrence has been found
efe@ive, in confequence of which, an alteration
,as been unanimouily recommended by the Legif-
ature ; your-approbation of fo falutgry a meafure
ill tend greatly to promote it.

The profperous and improved ftate of your coun-
y academy muft.afford the moft pleafing fenfations
o every friend of feiencen morality or. govern=
ent ; but as that infhituticn is only calculated to
repare and fit the academian for the umverfity,
¢ onght 1o exert every power to carry fo illu=
rious a defign into full efle&.

H. OSBORNE.
Richmond, March 27, 1787.

he PRESENT o1 L Is I'S of the Graud jurors

for the County of Richmond.

¥E the Grand Jury for the county of Rich=
mond on our oaths prefent :

ing the laws in general better than they have been
fince the revolution, and efpecially in not ufing
reater exeriions to fupprefs tipling houfes, gam-
bling, profane fwearing, and drunkennefs, and
are forry to obfgrve that many of them fall into
thofe vices, which their duty compels them to
punith in others.

Second. That no legal mode is at prefent adopt-
ed to effe@ually compel the citizens of this fate to
fend afhifance to repair the public roads, which is
a great injury to the community.

* Thira. That the unhuman pra&ice yf duclling,
fo much in tathion at prefent, is not pregfed.
which we conceive is highly repugnant to the Laws
of God, and every civilized country; may tend to
deprive this ftate of many of her valuable citizens,
cramps that fociability that ought to fubfift in
friendly fociety, and gives a fantion to indivi-
duals to difpofe of their lives which God and our
country only have a right to claim.

Feurth. That no equitable mode is at prefent
adopted by the Legiflature for the recovery of
ftrays, the old Toll Act we conceive to be of little
more advantage to the owner than abfolute rob-
bery, and the taker-up is not benefited thereby.

Fifth. 'That the great lenity of the prefent
Law againft horfe and cattle thieves induced bad
men to commit offences of that kind, to the great
injury of the good citizens: We therefore recom-
mend to the next Legiflature, that all perfons con-
vi@ed of ftealing horfes or cattle, fuffer death for
the firft offence, unlefs recommended to mercy.

Sixth. That John Ihgerfoll fuffers gambling in
bis houfe, and retails fpirituous liquors above the

rates allowed by law.

Sewenth. That William Thompfon and Benja-
min Townfend retails fpirituous liquors above the
rates allowed by law.

Ewghti. ‘That Abia Clay retails ipirituous li-
quors above the rates allowed by law, and koeps a
ball-barttery. ;. 5

Nimh.  We recommesd that the alterations in
the conftitution propofed by the Honorable the
Legiflature be carried into effedt by the people.

Tenih. We recommend to the Honorable the
Legiflature, that all the paper money that may
come into the public treafury over and above the
fum necefiary to pay the expences of the late ex-
pedition againft tire Creck Indians, and to anfwer
the immediate exigencics of government, be de-
ftroyed. %

Eleventh. We expreiz our difapprobation of
the rigid mode adopted by the late Legiflature, in
calling John Appling, Efg. to account for his con~
du@t as Quarter-Matter-General of this ftate, and
are forry 10 obferve that ths Prefentments of the

_ Farpt, The Juttices ofshe Peace for got fuppert=

lat Grand Jury of this county arainft that honor=
able body, for fitung on the Sabbath on public bu=
finefs, had not the defired cffect.

Tavrifth. We recommend the following per=
fons as Receivers ot Taxabie Property for the pre=
fent year, viz.

For Capt. Harrif:’s company, Zephaniah Beal, Eiq,
Capt. Pearre’s, John 7 obb, Efg.
Capt. Pool’s, Wm. Fr eman, Efq.
Capt. Savage’s, James Stallings, Efg.
Capt. Ellis’s, Charles Crawford, Efq.

«Capt. Lampkin’s, ohn Shackleford, Efq.
Capt. Allifon’s, Henry Allifon, Efq.
Capt. Cartledge’s, Edm. Cartledge, Efge
Capt. Ayres’s, James Hamilton, £lq-
Capt. Shields’s, Ignatius Few, Efg.
Capt. Beckam s, Benjamin Few, Efq.
Capt. Allen’s, Gideon Allen, Efg.
Capt. Bonner’s, Rhefa Howard  Efqe
Capt. Lawfon's, John Lawfon, Efg.

Ard lafily, We return our thanks to his Honor
the Chief Jultice for his excellent charge to us at
the opening of the prefent term, and requeft that
his charge together with our prefentments and re=
commendations be publifhed in the State Gazette.

(Signed) -
Wm. FREEMAN, Fereman.
TAMES SIMS,
THOMAS PACE,
ARCHIBALD BEAL,
DAVID MAXWELL,
THOMAS GREER, jun.
NATHANIEL COCKE,
SOLOMON ELLIS,
CHESLEY BOSTWICK,
HENRY TURKNUT,
THUMA> HENSON,
DAVID WALKER,
WILLIAM WININGHADM,
WILLIAM JONES, °*
WILLIAM MADDOX,
SAMUE' WILLSON,

" RANDAL RAMSEY, jun,
ANTHONY HAYNES,
STEPHEN DAY,

JAMES STALLINGS.

(Copy) DANIEL ELAM, A. C.C,
March 30, 1787-
x> A

Ordered, That the Grand Jury’s Recommenda«
tions of perfons to receive the returns of raxable
property in the refpective diftricts be, and the fame
is hereby confirmed.

That the Attoruey Gengral tura fuch of the pre«
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