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Your life is too valuabl
risk.” insisted patriot leader El
bridge Gerry. “When the action
starts, | beg you not to ‘expose your

person.
‘Bunker Hill, on the outskirts of
Boston, had already been fortified
against the opposition of Joseph
Warren, Powder was in ex
tremely short supply, as a result,
the physician argued that troops
who tried to defend Bunker Hill
would find themselves vulnerable
Arrival of a few barrels from Savan-
aah helped, but did ot give Ameri-
cans fire power equal to that of
British who were sure o attack any
fortified position
Earlier, friends had urged Dr.
Warren, a Harvard College gradu-
ate, to serve as physician-general to
the Massachusetts militia. He re:
fused the post, saying he wanted
‘more hazardous service. That led to
his appointment as a major general
of the colony’s fighting force.
By the middle of June 1775, it
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Small wonder that the streets of
Boston were crowded with Conti-
nental soldiers, Freemasons and

the ity turned out

was certain that
British regulars would attack the
poorly equipped defenders of Bun-
ker Hill. Insisting he simply had to
battle, Dr. Warren
told Mr. Gerry: “I know that I may
fall, but where is the man who does
not think it glorious and delightful
1o die for his country””
On the morning of June 17, Dr.
rved
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body was
reinterred in King's chapel, with
military and Masonic rites.
Masons of Chariestown, Mass.,
later erected a 35
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