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AN
THE COBBS. /

)

Reproduced from "Reminiscences of Famous Georgiasns”, by
Lucian Lamar Knight, LL.D., Vol., I., pp. 194-201, with
certain revisions,

:;; Since the old colonial days the Cobb family of
Georzim~has been consgpicuously and bhrilliantly identified
with the public life of the nation; and statesmen, soldiers,
orators, and suthors have sprung in almost every generation
from the nursery lsp of this distinguished household of

the Ympire State of the South It is the traditional be—‘
lief of the UGeorgis Cobbs that the pioneer immigrant who

www.georgiapioneers.com
Lrought the family escutcheon to the western world, during

"

the early days of American colonization, came from Weles.

But the antecedants of\the family, so far as actually inves-
tignted, raise some doubt upon this poiﬁt Much of the doc-
umentary evidgnce on file traces the prinitive country-seets

of the family hack to Bedford, Kent, and Jorfolk counties in
Tngland, and creates the quite natural sunposition that the
trodi tion nmay have arisen from the vérious matrimonial allipqqr
ces whch the Cobbs mades with the ‘Lewises, & family whose
Welch derivation is direct and immediante, and, therefore, not
open tn question.

However, an independent body of tradition has been

handed down from time immemorial which insistently nsserts

that the family is of Welch extraction and phat under "the

buckle of the Dritish boot", Cobbs have fought snd feasted,
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marrbed and riultiplied, since the days of Llewellyn. This
prevalent notion is cohfimed by the fact that some of the
given nemes which have long bheen PTamily favorites with the
cobbs in America, antedating any nuptiels between Llhe Cobbs
and the Bewises, are still to be found zmong the Welsh moun-
tains, borne by living representatives of thé sncient house,
and lettered uwon crumbling head-stones in the country church-

vards.

Q%?) The primitive colonial records of Virginia show that
Cobbs &ere ﬁassengers on board the earliest boats whose prows
were turned toward the new west after the initial settlement
at Jamestown; and this disclosure happily tallies with thevad-
veaturous snirit which has long heen recognized &3 one of the
www.georgiapioneers.com
patrimonial assets of the Georgia Cobbs. In those days of
wide acres and large revenues, the family name was pluralized
into Cobbs, but, with'therslopong inclinetions.of the funnel,
produced by times less spacious, the final sibilaent was event-
uelly dropped as an unnecessary extravagence, which was well
meted to baronisl domains but was wholly unwarranted by town
lots. Joseph Cobbs began to fell the timber and to kindle
the fires of his cabin home in the wilderness, on the banks of
the James River, as esrly as 161l3---six years after the firsat
permanent Inglish settlement was planted in North America---
nor was he slow in calling the district Cobbham, an ebhodal
name which wés nrobably brought over from Tngland and which
hes since been found wherever the Cobbs have dwelt. During
a sojourn in England in 1906 1 found that in the county of Kent
the Cobh name was sﬁill memorialized in one of the most nic-

turesque of the old Tudor strugtures, known as Cobbham Hall.
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The surrounding park contains seven square miles of beputiful
Lnglish woods, Not far away is Gad's H111, the femous country
scat of the greatl English novelist, Charles Dickens; &nd the
neighborhood is also savory with the recollecfions of Jack Fal-
staff, who performed some of his most celetrated exploits in
the immediste environs.

Ambrose and MNicholas Cobbs, who were probsbly broth-

G
"\— -
ers of Joseph, crae ovVer soon thereafter, Thetexact deta
is unknown, but it nust have been prior to 1636, Ambrose lo-

cated on thé slones of the Appomattor near Petersburg. Dur-
ing the next century, when the Blue Ridge bhorder-lsnd, which
the Knights of the Golden Horse-shoe, under Spotswooed, heve
nade so famous in Ticknor's poém, wes at last swept by the
www.georgiapioneers.com '
gkirts of civilization, most of the Cobbs left the tide~water
region, following in the wake of Ambroase, to find homes bn
the rich Virginia uplands, from which were sfterwards carved
Hoochland, Cumberland, and Albermarle counties.

Glancing over the Virginia records, during the e:rly
colonial days, we find that the Cabbs shared liberslly in the
frequent partitions which were made of the Virgin soll send
obtained numerous grants of lend from the crown. There wes
no better blood in the colony of Virginia than than fine old

strain, whether Welch or English, which the Bobhs brought to

Aaerica; and they soon heceme allied through marrisge with

er origin in the 01d

other aristocratic families of U

Domgnion, among them nnt only es, but the Lecs and

branchesol the Lee

the Randolphs. One of il earliesy

femily in Virginia, 1srie Trom thg Cobb connection, end

thone whail are known asiilihe Cobb Hall lLees.
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Kccording toithetveshrds, it was not until sfter
.
the Hevolution that the Cobb name was brought to Georgia
by two members of the family, Thomaé and John. These were

not:brothers;as tradition has so often esserted, but uncle

and flephew. Thomas seems to have come in advance of John,
who tarried for quite a while in North Carolinea. Other benr-

ers of the name doubtless folldwed. but most of the éeorgia.
Cobbs, including all who have risen to distinction, have
sprung from these two pioneer settlers. ‘
G;%) Thomas Coths, who seltled in what was then Riéhmond,
afterQ:rds Columbis County, Ga-, some féw miles north of Au-
gusta, not only became the head of a digtinguished line o%
descendants bUt\M&ﬁﬁ&ﬁ&a&oM§ﬁf&ﬁ$Ch&1 age which puts him in
a class éntirely to himself smong the early ploneers of Geor-
sia. He died in his 112th. year. This almost puts him
in a class with #ethusaleh, &among the antediluvians. It
will tax the credulisy of some, no doubt, to accept this
statement. But it can essily he proven by documents,
which bear the accredited seal, that he wes born in Virginia
in 1724 and died in Yeorgim in 1835. Hig will is on file
in the ordinsry's office, at Appliné, in Columbia Co., Ga.,
end a copy of it is in the writer's posaeséion.

Born eight years before Genrge Washington, he wes
enrolled among the grandfathers of Georgia, when he cane into
this state at the close of the Hevolution, but he secems ta
have witnessed service in the struggle for independence as well
a5 in the colonial wars; and gurviving not less than ten presi-
dential inesugurations, he was still nrble to discucs politics

when glavery wes beginning to threaten the Union,
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Dr, George G. Sﬁith, one of the leading antiquarians
of Georgias, is authority for an interesting incident which is
snid to have occurred during the hone stretches of this long
pilgrinage. The old man,iwhochad been a widower for many
vears, wés now approaching the hundred-yeax mark, hut he never-
theless fell desperately in lovex with a certain widow, whomn
he made up his mind to woo. He could still ride horse-back,
so the story goes; and having his best mare saddled, he rode
several niles acrosé the couniry, and drew up at the house of
Chester Bostwick, ih Augusta. A servant came out to help
him alight. But the old man brushed him aside with an im-
patient air.(&f)"Tut, tu?“ seid he, "I don't need any help.

. GAr
I've come p-courtin'”’.

Www.georgiapioneers.com

‘1t is not surnrising, therefore, that the irreverant
pwains of the country~side, even while holding him in effect-
jonate regard, should have dubbed him as "Grand-daddy Cobh "
This‘is likewise the nane by which he is best known to the num-
erous descendants of nis own loins, and in fact to the whole
Cobb connection. But the title which he honorsbly achieved
xehikeyex in hattle and which an old commissioh shows that
he received in a nilitary wey was thet of "Colonel". Besides
owning en extensive dormain, which increased from year to yénr‘
he became one of the most influentiel men of his day, WS &
conspicuous figure in Virginia, before he cane to Georgin,
ond was active in colonial, revolutionary, end commonweal th
af fairs. In some of the old Virginia records, he is desig-
nated as "Thbmasiof-Gebthkand".

Thomas Cobb, his son, was also 2 patriot of the Rev~

PP

olution and bore arms in Virginiast andthrough him, He beceme
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the ancestor of an illustrious Confederate generasl and com-

mander of the Trans-Mississippi Hepartment: General Edmund Kir-
Y

by Gmith. The younger Thomas Cobb had a number of children,

one of whom was Nancy Cobb, named it is thought for the fem-

‘ous ¥ancy Hart, who lived only a few miles distent in this =x
gsme sectinon of Georgia, snd who perfommed her faraous exploit
in capturing a bunch of Tories, about the time when Nancy Cobb
made her adventAt any rate, Nancy was her name, and
ghe married a Mr. Smith, beconing in after vears, thréugh this
merriage, thr grandmothery of Henersl Smith (1824-1893).
This distinguished soldier becane afterta®s the war an educator
. of some note, cmulating in this respect the exanmple of General
N
Lee, Both were trained to arms, in the #ilitary Academy, at
West Point, hut WeW-georoBpioiEeRsdate the sword they began to
lead the youth of the South in the gentler ways of pesce and
to end a life of grest usefulness, so to speak, in the school-
room. Gencral Smith was for a number of years President of
the University of Yashville, after which he became a profes-
sor in the University of the South, at Sewanee, Tenn.

John Cobb, a brother of Thomas, Jr. was likewise
among the band of patriots. He ceme to Georgia with his Rx
father, the old patriarch, and though sometimes confused with
his cousin, John, who stands at the head of the Alhens line
of Cobhs, his identity is never theless well estoblished,

#e was constantly associasted with his father, end wos probab-
1y the youngest son. fte sometimes signed himself John
Cobb, Jr., though his father s name was Thomas;‘but this was for

the reasson anoWe given. Bxcept for a few old docurents to

which his neme is attached, all trace of him is lost, but he
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vas the-:father of a& Hon, Thomas Willis Cobb, who represented

éeorgia in the United States Senate, esnd was one of the great-
est of our ante-hellum statesmen, spending his last days on
the superior court hench. He is the only member of the

Cobb family in Ueorgia who has worn the senatorisl toga, though
severel heve occunied seabts in the other branch of Congress.
Cobbh county in this State was nanecd for Senetor Cobb. He
was also the guardien of Robert Toombs and was probably more
influential than any other man in directing the inclinations
of the future Mirabeau toward the law. Et was in the office
of the great William II. Crawford, at Lexington, Ga., that his
ovn training for the har was received, but he afterwards set-
tled at Greensboro, where he spent the renainder of his days

WWW.georgjapk
snd where he lies bé%i&?

om : .
Mseph Beckhen Cobb, his son,

elso achieved some note, and except for his untimely dezth
might have attained to the highest pnolitical honors. Remov~
ing to Mississippi in esrly manhood, he was rapidly advancing

‘to the front when his brilliant career was premeturely cut

short. He wielded the pen of n ready writer, snd wrote
several books, among them, "Mississinpi Scenes", "Heisure
Hours", and "The Creole”. The last named was a novel; tthe

other two cnnsisted of short stories and sketches.
Grendps Cobhs had an only deughter, Sarah, who mar-
ried John Benning, of Colunbia County, Ga.; and from this un-

ion snrang seversl children. Pleassant M. Eenning became

the father of General Henry L. Benning, who was dubbed by i

gallant men under him with the soubriquet of "0l1d Rock", a
nzme which bhecame feniliar to the whole Southern esmay, and

which adhered to him until his death. General Benning
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was also s great lawyer, and elevated to the supreme bench of
N

georgia, he made one of the ablest judges which the State
has ever known, though his cereerconttherbench was entirely
too brief. Louisa, one of the daughters of deneral Benning,
morried Samuel Spencer, afterwards presidentiof the Southern
Ryilway svstem and one of the South's industrial captainé.
Another daughter merried Reese Crawford, ¥sq., & bright young
lawyer, the son of Judge Martin J. Crawford, of the Supreme
Court of Uenrgia. Susan Benning, daughter of John Beﬁning
and Sarah Cobb, married &homas Moore, m pioneer in the manu-
facture of cotton, anifrom this union sprang Judge Benning
R, Moore, of the Superior Court bench. Blizabeth ﬁenﬁﬁng
married a Thompﬁwmge&@$pbﬁa&§0&ﬁis line came the great pesce-
ragk exr bétween the sections, famous elike both gs editor and
58 orator, Henry Woodfin Grady. Henry Grady's mother was &
gartrell, and her mother was & Thompso. Sarah Cobb Ben-
ning merried Colonel Beter Lamar, of Linceln County, Ga. ,
forming the first marriege union on record betwen the Lamars
znd the Cobhs. He was the father of éapt. Eafuyette - “G,q,.
Lamar, who surrendered his life in 1861 at Warrenton, Va.
He was also the writer's great grandfather.

The wife of the old patriarch Thomas Cobb was nzmed
Sarah, and she was elther a Moore or a Dandridge, and thxough
her this branch of the Cobp family includes erong its Virgin-
ia connections, the Opotawoods, the Henrys, and the Washing-
tons.

Surviving all his children and most of his grand-

children, Grandpa Cohhs wus nevertheless surrounded by an

off-spring great in nurber, end wes probably at the time
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of his death the patriarch of the largest tribe in Beorgia.
Under the terms of hisg will, which was srobated in 1835, most
of his property went to Sarah Lamer, whose husband, Colonel
Peter Lamar wes named executor. The rest was divided between
grandchiidren amd greast grandchildren. Col. Cobbs celled
the nlace of his residence Cobbham, a designation which this
locality still retains. On the separation of McDuffie
County from Columbia, Cobﬁham became one of the land-marks of
Hchuffie, The famous old Cobb home is near the county -
line, 8 feﬁ miles to the northégast of Thomson, where the

noted Thomas B. Watson lives, now a United States Benator.

&) - ‘ |
X

<;;> John PoWWWSewNMﬂmmmearmntn have been a nephew of
the 0O

otriarch ahowe mentioned, settled in middle Yeorhia,
in what was then Washington County, but his home was after-
wards in Jeffersan, He mlso lived in various other places.
#efore coming to Heorgia, he married Mildred, dsughter of How-
ell Lewis, of Granville, I.C. John does not scem to have
bLeen as fortunate as Thomas in his fihencial investments,
and lost heavily, it is said, through speculative ventures.
But he was undoubtedly favordd both in mind and person.
This is evident not only from the brilliant matrimonial 211li-
ance which he madé, buflélso-from the chafncter of his immed-
iate offspring. He beceme the fnﬁher of two distinguished

sons, Howell Lewis Cobb _and John Addison Cobb, who appear

8001 g g e e

to have bheen bhoxn in North Carolina. Surviving his wife,
N . . N t .
he narried again, and died finelly at his uncle s home, 1in

Columbhia County, Ga. He seems to have died comparstively
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voung.
\

Howell Lewis Cobb, or Howell GCobb, the elder, as he

is best known, was born &i uranv1119 BAAdFX N.C., 1n 1770

and died on his plantation in’ Houston County, Ga., in 1830.

He represented Beorgia in Congress, ~nd resigned his sest to
become a Cantain in the VYar of 181:... n Addison Cobb
wus also born &t Granville, H.C. He w‘ msn of grest
force of character, who took a desp interest in public af-
feirs, but cared nothing for political honors. He becéme

one of the largest nlanters of the State, and wielded o powers.
1ul infiuence, chiefly in nroneting the welfare of others.

He rmarcied Sarah Rootes, dauphter of Thomecs R. Rootes, of
Fredericksburg, Ve., and from this union came two of the most

illustrious sons of Yeorgisy Howell and Thomas R.R. Tobb,

brothers not only in blood but in intellect.

Howell Cobb became Spesker of the nationsl House of
Hepresentatives, Governor ofWOWSRSIHAPIGWEIREPy of the I“reas-
ury in President Tuchanan's Cabinet, President of the Provis-
ional Congress of the Confederate States, and a Confederate
Major General. He married Mary Ann Lamar, daughter of Col-
onel Zacheriwsh Lemar, of ¥illedgeville, and from this union

prang the following children: JUdge Howell. Cobb, judge of

the City Court of Athens; Major leﬂg”lonb secretary of
the Poard of Trusices of the University of Ueorygia, a la-.wyer
of Athens; Capt. John A, Cobh, of Americus, Ga., ordinary of

Sumter County; Judge Andrew J. Cobb, who hes served the State

on bothg the Supreme and the Suwerior Court benches, and who
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has played the part of Geamaliel-\to hundreds of young law stud-
ents in the Lumpkin L.ew School at Atﬁens;lqgggnégp. who mar-
ried Judge AlexandeY S, Erwin, of the Superi‘or Court Ybench;
end %gggg, who married Hoj., Tinsley W. Rucker, afterwerds &
menber of Congrens. .

Thores R.R.Cobh was not less distinguished than his
gifted hrother Howell. Before he was thirty five he was
the author of "Cobb on Slavery'", one of the masterpieces of
the legsal profesaioﬁ, setting forth both the history and-the
1aw of servitude; and he‘was slso admittedly at the heed of -
the Heorgia bar.’ On the election of President Lincoln,

in 1860, he entered politics for the first tinme, and hecame 8an

uncomnronising advocate secension, arousihg the vhole State
arkom H. Stephens called him another

with his eloquei

Peter the fiernit, and declared that on the floor of the great

Sccension convention he made the most effective argument. He
wes also largely instrumental in shaping the Confederate
Constitution. Organizing Cobbh's Legion at the outbresk

of the war, he comnanded it a8 Colonel until made @ Prigsdier

Gcneral. fle was killed by & shell at Fredericksburg, Va., in
1062, rlmest in sight of his mother's birth-place. General

Ccoblh married Mariaen, doughter of Chief Justice Joseph Henry
Lunmpkin, and was the father of three brilliant deughters,

1irs. Henry Jdackson, Mrs. A.L.Hull, and Mri;“EQKEM§Tith' The

1ast named waes the youngest. ler distinguished husbend after-
wards hecame Beoretary of the Interior, GovernorT of -Beorgin,

and United Strten Senator.
Besides lowell and Thonas R.R. Cobb, the other-

children of John Addison Cobb wereiuéjor John B. Con)Laurn)

RN
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wife of Prof. Willisms Rutherford, for years professor of

mathematics at the University of Georgis; Mildred, wife of

Col. Luther J. Glenn, s successful lawyer, of Atlanta, Ga. ;
en famur  Houkina

Mary, who married first sn:EBrwin® afterwardg Dr. J.M.Johns-

gon, of Atlante, Ga.; Marthe, whfe of Major John C. Whitner,

of Atlanta, Ga. Two of the daughters of Prof, Rutherford
V)
QM%: Lecame noted educators, Mrs. M.A.Lipscomb and Miss Mildred
e )
ﬁ,&ﬁypmpd Rutherford, both in connection with the famous Lucy Cobb In-
ts '

stitute at Athens, as principals of this splendid schools
The 1ntter hes been the Historian General of the U.D.C.,

has written a nunher of books, and is widely known s & woman

)
oA .

of letters. Hon., John T. Glenn, & son of Col. Luther J.

Gienn, by his wife, Mildred Cobb, wes a distinguished lavyer,
Www’.georgiapioneers.com

and, at one time, mayor of Atlants.

Hildred Lewis Cobb, a sister of John Addison Cobb,
merried Willism H. Jackson, a son of the flamous 0ld Governor
James Jackson, who, by means of a sun glass, called down
fire from heaven, in fromt.of the court house, at Louisville,
Ga., to consume the pfﬁicial documents which bore record of
the Yazoo frasud, and to extinguish all trace of it forever.
From this union sprang Martha, who married Col. John T. Grant,
one of the ﬁealthiest men in the State, and the father of
Capt. Wn, D. Grant, who gtill further incressed the family
fortune and builﬁ- e magnificent office building in Atlanta
which bears his X;E}QQE)Capt. Grant left two children: John
¥, Grant, a successful finencier and man of affeirs, end
Sarah Frances, who became sf the wife of Hon. John M., Slaton,
efterwards Governof of Genrgia. There wes slso born to

Wm. H. Jackson, by his wife, Mildred Lewis, a son, Hon. James
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vho becamé a member of Congress, and afterwards Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court of Georgin. 1t was the fsther of
Judge Jeckson, who deeded to the fsmous old Jackson ogk, in
the city of Athens, the lend which lies immediately around
it, thus.makiﬁg the iree a property owner, and perhaps the
only tree on the globe which enjoys this somewhat unique, if
smusing, distinction. The deed making this convevance to
the trec is still on record in the_court house st Athens,

and has often heen seen by visitors. \

e s i i I

John Cobtbhs, who marriéd Mildred Lewis, hed & brojther

Samuel, who married Maxy Lewia, as appears from the will
www.georgiapioneers.com

which he executed in in 1758; and also =z prother Bdmund Cobbs,
wﬁo married Sarah Lewisg. Semuel wes the sncestor of John
feriwether Hedlkister, who weaa one of the joint suthors of
a work desling with the Lewis femily in Jmerica {(The lewis
and Kindred Families, by J.M.McAllister and Lura B. Tendy,
E.W,Stephens Publishing Co., Columbia, Ho., 1906). Edﬁund
was the grandfather of the distinguished Bishop Nicholas Han-

mer Cobbs, who became the first Bishop of the Diocese of

Alabama, dying in 186]_ Bishop Cobbs retsined the neme in

its plural form. ,

S0 als§ did Chanzellor Cobbs, of Alsbams, though
the latter belonged to an altogether different tranch of
the femily from Bishop Cobbh s, The Bishop, like most of
the Georgia Cobhs, was descended, from John of Goochland,
father of the Johﬁ who married !Mildred Lewis, end brother of

the old patriarch, Thomas of Goochland- He was a descend-.
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