SECTION V

» THE PERIOD OF I)IVISION, OR GEORGIA IN THE ASSERTION
OF STATE RIGHTS
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When Eli Whitney, a New Englander, then visiting the family of
Gen. Nathanael Greene, near Savannah, Georgia, invented the cotton
gin in 1793, he unconsciously riveted the institution of slavery upon the
South and changed the whole future coursé of American history. When,
in 1814, the Hartford convention boldly asserted the right of secession,
it spoke_only for the merchants of New England whose commerce was
endangered by our second war for independence. But the doctrine
enunciated by the Hartford convention became a disturbing factor in
American politics, destined to play the part of Banquo’s ghost.®

Great events are ofttimes cradled in obscure beginnings. To find the
headwaters of the Mississippi River we must follow its current back to a
secluded lake, in the great heart of the Rosky Mountains; and from these
two apparently unrelated facts, the invention 0f the cotton gin and the
right of a state to secede, first boldly asserted in the form of a threat by
the Hartford convention, we may date the beginnings of our great Civil
war. Ten years in advance of Mr. Lincoln’s election to the presidency,
William L. Yancey, a native Georgian, led a revolt which shook the

{

* See ‘*History of the Hartford Convertion,’ by Tuno:.u Dwight, secioiw s of
the convention, 1833. Schuyler’s ‘‘History of United States,’”.Vol. II, pp. 469-476.
Going still further baek, three states, before eutering the Union, ggpressly reserved
the right %o secede. These were, Rhode Island, New York, and No niy Carolina.
Baneroft’s ‘¢ History qf the United Btates.’”’ Author’s last revision. New-York,
D. Appleton & Co., 1884, pp. 452-462. Chapter on ** The_  ingering States.”’
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nation to its vital center and threatened a dismemberment of the Union.*
But the fires of this voleanic upheaval were huppily soon extinguished ;
and, for the purposes of -this work, it will suffice to date the period of
divisian in Georgia from the famous convention of 1857, which resulted
in the nomination of Georgia's renowned war governor: Joseph E.
Brown g ) Y

There were five candidates before this ("ll\'o'lllil)ll: John M. Lump-
kin, of Rome, an ex-congressman ; James Gardner, of Augusta, perhaps
the foremost-sditor in the state, then editing the famous Constitution-
alist; William . Stiles, of Savannah, a diplomat, whose **History of
Austria”’ had appeared in 1848; Henry G. Lamar, of Macon, an ex-
congressman ; and Hiram Warner, of Greeneville, a former oceupant of
the Supreme Bench, afterwards chief justice of the state. TFhese men
were all richly endowed and well equipped for public life. Judges
Lumpkin and Lamar had won patienal distinction in Congress ‘and had
also made fine records as Superior Court judges. William 1. Stils was
one of the most polished orators in the state, brilliant, erudite, accom-
plished.  James Gardner was a man, small in stature but powerful in
intellect and possessed of a rare quality of personal courage. Hiram
Warner was one of the state’s wisest oracles, a man whose great brain,
like his pure life, was crystal-clear. Never perhaps in Georgin have
abler men coutested for the gubernatorial honors.

But scarcely less distinguished was the personnel of the convention
itself, an extraordinary assemblage of men. There were nearly 400 dele-
gates in attendance, representing 107 counties.?® Hon. Tennent Lomax,
of Columbus, a gifted editor, then wielding a_powerful pen in state poli-
ties, was made the convention's presiding officer. To mention some of
the delegates, we find enrolled:  Linton Stephens. Osborne A. Lochrane,
John W. H. Underwood, William Phillips, (h-(')rg.-':\.‘(}onlou. Alfred
Austell. Richard . Clark, Leander N. Tramiell, P. M. Russell, William
Hope Hull, T. W. Thomas, E. W. Chastatn, William H. Dabney, Julian
Cumming, George T. Barnes,; Peyton-H. (;‘olquilt. (harles J. Williams,
E. W. Beck, T. L. Guerry, George Hillyer, B, D. Evans, Sr., E. I Pottle,
D. B. Harrell, llug_h Buchanan and F.*lI. West.  One of these, Judge
Lochrane, ul'tvrhirdx became chief justice of Georgia. Judge Linton
Stephens was also destined to oceupy a seat on the supreme bench. In
the opinion of many, his powers of mind transcended those of his half-
brother, Alexander H. Stephens. Six of these delegates, Messrs. Chas-
tain, “right, Underwood, Barnes, ‘Beck and Buchauvan, afterwards
became members of Congress,  Perhaps. at least twenty afterwards be-
came judges of the Superior Court.  Gen. William Phillips was to com-
mand o famous legion in the Civil war. Gen. Alfred Austell was to
organize the first national bank in the Southern States. So much for
the younzer delegates: most of the older ones were seasoned veterans,
rich alike in the honors and in the scars of dgmoctacy.

But to proceed. The convention assembied on’June 24, 1857, Each of
the candidates possessed an enthusiastic *following. Al were confident
of suveess: and there was littie talk of ;l dark herse. But the uncer-

* e Life and Times of Wm. L. Yaneey, " by John Wethersjoon Du Bose.

t Filos of the, Milledgeville Federal Union, June 24, 1837, et seq. Avery's *‘ His-
tory of Ceorgin, " 18501881, pp. 3138, 5

“tainties of
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itics are proverbial. . On the first ballat the -vote stood:
Lumpkin, 112;"@Gardner, 1 ; Lamar, '97; Warner, 53; and Stiles; 35.
Subsequent ballots revealed g hopeles , deadlock. Vote aften vote was
taken without suctess.~ er candidates were named, but only fto’
receive a minority support; and the . ituation remained. sabstantially
unchanged. Thereupon some of the lidates weére-dropped.. First,
the name of Stiles was withdrawh: then Warner's: and, finally, on the

_twentieth ballot, the vote stood: Lumpkin, 179; Lamar, 175; Herschel

V. Johnson, 11; Augustus R. Wright, 5: Hiram Warner, 1; John E.
Ward, 3; and Joseph E. Brown, 3. Still there was nosresult, The dead-
lock still. continued ; but unconsciously, at least to most of the delegates,
the name of the successful candidate had been sounded:

It was in this wise that a nomination was finally made: «On métion
of \Villiam.pre Hull, of Athens, a committee of three from each con-
gressional district was appointed to report a compremise candidate;
and this committee, consisting of tu’enty~fﬁxrngmlgjr§ all, was named
as follows: 1. Randolph Spalding, George A. Gordon' and. William
Nichols. 2. C. J. Williams, N. McBain and J. A. Tucker. 3. R. H.

* (lark, J. A. Ramsay and B. H. Ward. 4. Hugh Buchanan, W. T. Thur-

mond and William Phillips. 5. John W. H. Underwood, E. W. Chastain
and Wesley Shropshire. 6. S.J. Smith, J. E. Roberts aud William Hope
Hull. 7. Linton Stephens, William McKinley and Jefferson M. Lamar.
8. Isaiah T. Irwin, Alex. C. Walker and E. H. Pottle. This committyo“
immediately retired from the hall. .

Credit for its effective work must be given to Col. L. N. Trammell,
one of the great political Warwicks of his day in Georgia. On leaving
his home in the mountains to attend the convention, Colonel Trammell
was bent upon nominating his candidate, who, a mountaineer like him-
self, was then judge of the Blue Ridge Circuit—Joseph E. Brown. - See-
ing an opportunity for success in the organization of this committee,
he secured the appointment of three Brown delegates as members from
the Sixth District. In the committee room, Judge Linton Stephens, of
Sparta, proposed Judge Brown’s name, and sentiment in favor of the
North Georgia jurist was 80 pronounced that he was presented to the
convention as the commi | eompromise candidate for governor. Hon.
Isaiah T. Irwin, of Wilk ented Judge Brown's name. His nomi-
nation followed. ~

Like the Roman Cincinnatus, when summoned to the capital in an
hour full of anxiety for Rome, Georgia's future war governor was at
work in his wheat field, near Canton, engaged in binding wheat, when
the news came from Milledgeville telling him of the convention’s action.
It was like a bolt from the blue. Judge Brown was taken wholly una-
wares. But not less surprised was Mr. Toombs, when he received the
news, out in Texas. Leaving home early in June, Mr. Toombs on the
eve of departure had conferred with the democratic leaders and had, so
to speak, mapped out a program. But the political slate was broken into

fragments. On hearing the result, Mr. Toombs, in an outburst of profan- >

ity, is said to have asked the question, afterwards much quoted:
““Who in the devil is Joe Brown?'’*®
- O~ .

*“‘Life of Toombs,”’ by P. A, Stovall. Also Sketch on Atlanta Constitutiong,

. Bigned ““H. W. G.”’
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There was:good reason for this mental disquietude on the part of Mr.
Toombs. ilis re-election to the United States Senate hung in the bal#nce.
Everything depended upon democratic success. Judge Brown was ‘st
this time’a somewhat obscure figure in Georgia politics and to entrust
the banner of democracy into the hands of a candidate who was scarcely
known beyond the Blue Ridge Circuit was, in the opinion of Mr. Toombs,
a hazardous experiment. At least it put his own political head in peril;
and, hastily packing his leather satchel, he returned to Georgia by the
next train. & A

But there was little need for apprehension or alarm. The democratic
candidate was fully equal to the situation, even though his opponent

, at this time was the afterwards illustrious Benjamin H. Hill, who in
this campaign became the American or know-nothing candidate for gov-
ernor. This political organization includéd among its members in Geor-
gin at this time some unusually strong men, among them Dr. H. VgL
Miller, styled the ‘‘ Demosthenes of the Mountains'’; Judge R. P: Trippe,
Hon. Ambrose R.Wright, John Milledge, Francis S. Bartow, Judge F.
H. Cone, Judge Eugenius A. Nisbet, Washington Poe, Thomas Harde-

man, E. G. Cabaniss, James Johnson, afterwards governor; N. G. Foster, -

Andrew J. Miller, and a host of others. Most of the northern whigs had
gone into the know-nothing camp only to meet a ctushing defeat in the
‘presidential campaign of 1856, with Mr. Fillmore for a candidate, but
despite this disastrous result the party was sufficiently strong in Georgia
to put a candidate in the field for governor in 1857, Mr. Hill having
been nominated by a convention in which fifty-seven counties were rep-
resented. Judge Nisbet, a recognized leader of the party, had voted for
Buchanan in 1856, as the strongest candidate in opposition to Fremont,
but he had returned to his allegiance in state politics. The organization
was maintained in Georgia chiefly because an opposition party was
necded to hold the ground formerly occupied by the old-line whigs. The
effect produced at the North by the Dred Scott decision was to drive
the know-nothing and whig remnants almost bodily into the republican
fold ; while its effect at the South was to furpish thousands of recruits to
the ranks of democryed¥, a course already taken by two staunch whigs,
Mr. Toombs and Mr. Stephens, the former of whom, however, preceded
the latter. Tn fact, Mr. Toombs became a democrat early in the "50s.
Neither of these Georgians could embracé know-nothingism: to both of
them its prineiples were repugnant. Charles J. Jenkins had likewise
refused to embrace its tenets. But, in large numbers, the Georgia whigs
found a temporary shelter in. the know-nothing camp, where some of
them remained until 1863, But with this campaign the organization
began to disintegrate even in Georgia; and what remained of it in the
nation was eventually absorbed into the two great political parties which
stood angrily facing each other on the eve of the Civil war. But Mr.
Hill. always a minority leader, was stronger than his party even when
his party was strongest.

There were'several joint debates between the two rival candidates for
governor, in the first/of which, due to his ingxperience as a campaigner,
Mr. Brown was Worsted; but he improved with each public address,
growing steadily in favor with the masses, tq whom his homely style of
speech appealed with telling effect. Mr. Hill found him a foeman
worthy of his steel. What the mountaineer candidate lacked in bril-

Josern E. Browx
War Governor, Chief-Justice and United States Senator
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liancy of epigram he supplied by directness of speech; and kis practical,
commonsense way of putting things caught the favor of the public. Gol.
Isanc W. Avery has drawn the following vivid contrast between the twq
candidates.. Says he:®

“The discussion between Judge Brown and Mr. Hill began at New-
nan. It would be difficult to conceive two inore radically different men
in mind and methods. Mr. Hill was and is a hard foeman to tackle on
the stump.  He is both showy and strong. He had brilliant repute as a
political controversialist. Judge Brown was uﬁahow_v, conversational
and unknown. Both were bold men. [Iill was imprudent sometiies,
Brown never.  Brown was just the man to puncture imaginative rhét-
oric.  When tlu- heat occasioned by Hill's entrancing declamation had
passed off, Brown had the faculty to put the common sense of. the situa-

s tion in a clear, direct, unanswerable way. Brown was cpol, wary and
réady-witted. Tn his first speeches alore He did not pass for his real
worth. His conversational talks disappointed expectation. But he
grew wonderfully.  And discussion drew out his power. Hill made
some inaccuratesstatements. Brown used these inaccuracies with tre-
mendous effect.  Hill was magnificently mature. Brown improved with
an aceelerating rapidity every trial. It was with him a constant and
marvelous development. - Every discussion added to his ¢ontroversial
capacity. He never winced under a blow no matter how severe,,and the
harder he was hit the harder he struck back. Without humor he yet
had a grim perception of incongruity that he put so plainly that it was
like humor. The Demoeratic press crowed lustily ov£ some of Brown’s
strokes at Hill.” i

One incident of the campaign deserves to be specially mentioned,
both for its spice of humor and because of its bearing upon the final
result.  Some of the good ladies of Cherokee, Georgia, most of them
neighbors of Judge Brown, living in the neighborhood of Canton, made
for him a calico bed-quilt in honor of his nomi: ation. Much amusement
was created by this incident, which an opposition.press employed with
great gusto to make the democratic candidate appear ridiculous in the
eyes of the public. :{groduced no end of Tun, but the effect of this
- amusing episode was tovendear Judge Brown to the common people and
to make friends for him at every humble fireside. This paragraph from
the Miliedgeville Federal-Union shows how.the incident was treated by
one of the Brown newspapers. It reads as follows: {

“*All we Lave to say is—go ahead gals—give Joe Brown just as many
calico hed-quilts as you please—it will be a compliment to the Mountain
Boy, and save the state some hundreds beside. Hurrah for the girls of
Cherokee, the plough-hoy Judge and the calico bed-quilt."”’

To hasten on,"Judge Brown was elected.i He defeated by a majority
of 10,000 votes the most brilliant orator of his day in Georgia and, for
the next generation, became the foremost figure jn the state. Less than
twenty years hefore his elevation to this high office he might have been
seen plowing a rocky hillside with a bull calf. Tn 1840, then a slender lad

- —— { 3 . r
* Avery's ‘*History“of Georgin,’’ pp. 43-44.
tIbid,, p. 42,

! The vote was as follows: Brown, 57,568; Hill, 46,826, Federal Union, October
20, 1837. ' :
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of nineteen, he had gane forth into tjm'(wurhl-driving a pair of steers ; and
not since the pn-nnM:m set out for Paris to become the great
marshal of Frante did a inore n-sglnte umhvwn ever link itself te a
greater achievement.® ’ Yy

But this mountaincer was a ‘man of destipy. t’vrhupn no greater
proof of the divine agency employed ‘on hehalf/ of “Joseph~E. Brown

yuld posﬂhl_) be furnished than the spectacie of tihis excitinig contest of
857, in which even tire Olympian eloquence of Mr, Hill, was powerless
to overcome him: and concerning the marvelous oratory of this matchless
Georgian it may be grn\'clv douhted if any vaice in the courtils of this
country has ever framed such syllahles since death silenced the tongue
of Daniel Webster.  But there were other honors in store for this favorite

To some of thmarlstooratn- element this clection came as a- distinet
shock. But while Mr. Brown was of humble hirth, in the sengd that he
was born poor, he nevertheless boasted a lineage wliieli- \r\l ¢k to the
siege of Londonderry and, which connected him in ties of blood with the

hland clans of \(-olland Though he inherited no feudal estate] with
a retinus of slaves to wait upon him, and though he received but little in
the way of an educational equipment, having attended only for a short
while at his own expense the school tanght by Dr. Moses Waddell, at

. Williston, South Carolina, after which on horrowed money he took a law
course at Yale, this self-made man of the people nevertheless became the
most zealous champion of the South’s peculiar institution, elaiming that
the slaveholder and the non-slaveholder were alike its beneficiaries; and he
also became a devotied, loyal and lifelong friend to education. Moreover,
be brought to the public life of the state at this time qualities which it
greatly needed, a rugged independence of thought, a new point of view,
a sympathetic and vital relationship to the masses, and a love for democ-
racy, derived from its fountain springs. Even his sojourn in New
England as a law student did not lessen the tenacity with which he
upheld slavery and maintained the rights of a sovereign state.

The delegation chosen to represent Georgia in Congress for the next
two years was as follows: James L. Seward, Martin J. Crawford, Robert
P. Trippe, Lucius J. Gartrell, Jan g Jackson, Joshua Hill, and Alex-
ander H. Stephens.t Mr. Sewal eated Francis S Bartow: Mr.

* Attitude of the Poorer Whites to Slavery.—The personality of the democratic
candidate is important, in that it throws strong light upon the attitude of the poorer
class of white citizens in the state. * * * Horn and raised without the personal
service of slaves, he was, like many others in the same circumstances, strong in sup-
port of the institution and firm in the helief that the nonslave-holding Southerners
derived much benefit from the existence of slavery in their country. Speaking or
February 1, 1850, upon the subject of legislation contemplated by Congress, he
defended the justice of slavery, showing that its hardships had been greatly lightened
since the colonial period, when the systein was in existence throughout the colonies.
He declared that the Constitution gave Congress no right to aholish slavery in the
territories and stated that in his opinion the South had surrenidered valuable rights
when the Missouri Compromise line was established. He was in favor of calling a
state convention in order that firm ground might be taken for the protection of the
rights of the South. * * * The nomination of such a man by the demoeratie
party and his subsequent election with a lnrge majority of votes was, in its moral
effect, similar to the accession of ANdrew Jackson to the presidency, in 1828,
“‘Georgia and Swate Rights,”" by Ulrich B, Phillips, pp. 180-181.

t Biographical Congressional Directory, 1774 to 1917 p. 205,

.
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Hill defeated Linton Stephens. Four of these congressmen-elect, Messrs.
Seward, Crawford, Trippe and Stephens, had been members of the pre-
ceding Congress. Mr, Stephens was the Nestor of the delegation, having
first entered the national councils in 1843. He was also one of the fore-
most men of the nation. All were democrats except Joshua Hill, who
was ¢lected by the know-nothings. =4
On November 4, 1857, the new State Legislature convened at Mill-
edgeville and elected Hon. John E. Ward, of Chatham, president of the
Senate, and Hon. John W. H. Underwood, of Floyd, speaker of the
House.* As soon as the work of organization was completed, Judge
Brown was formally inaugurated governor. His age at this time was
thirty-six. i
Some of the legislators were as follows: Senators—L. H. Briscoe,
Peter Cory, Hugh Buchanan, Jared I. Whitaker, Joel A. Billups, Ran-
dolph Spalding, Parmedus. Reynolds, T. L. (}uerry.‘ W. W. Payne,
* WilliamaGibson, A. G. Fambro and W. A. Harris. Representatives—
Augustus H. Kenan, Thomas Hardeman, George A. Gordon, R. L.
MeWhorter, Miles W, Lewis, David W. Lewis, B. H. Bigham, George
Hillyer, John Milledge and William A. Reid.t President John E. Ward,
of the Senate, was an extraordinary man. He presided over the National
Democratie Convention of 1856, at Cincinnati, the nominee of which was
James Buchanan, the last demoerat to occupy the White House prior to
the Civil war. Receiving from Mr. Buchanan an appointment as min-
ister to China, he relinquished the presidency of the Senate and émlmrked
at once for the Orient, where he remained until the outbreak of hostilities
_ recalled him to the homeland. Subsequently he removed to New York
to practice law. Speaker Underwood was afterwards a member of Con-

gress and a distinguished jurist. He was a son of the equally renowned

Judge William H. Underwood. The Underwoods, father and son;, were
both noted wits.

This Legislature re-elected Robert Toombs to the United States Senate
for a full term of six years. '

(‘hief Justice Joseph Henry Lumpkin was chosen to succeed himself
on the Supreme Bench for an equil length of time. The state house
officers chosen, each for a term Of twe years, were: E. P. Watkins,
seeretary of state: Peterson Thweat, comptroller-general: James A.
Green, surveyor-general ; and John B. Trippe, state treasurer.t

Indicative of the foree of will which was destined to command with’

imperious sway an era of bloody violence was the bold stand which Gov-
ernor Brown took in his first inangural against the state banks. These
had entailed unnecessary hardships upon the people of the state, by sus-
pending spesie payment when there was no oceasion for doing so. This
suspension had oceurred during Governor Johnson’s administration. The
former chief executive, in his last annual message to the Legislature, had
calledd attention to this fact which, declared he, in an era of prosperity,

had wrought panie, loss of confidence and business stagnation. It re-.

mained to be seen whether ‘the incoming Legislature would legalize the
suspension or~adopt - drastic measures in dealing with these lords of

* House and S*nn.te Jopurnals, 1857,
¢ House and Senate Journals, 1857,
+ House Journal, 1837, pp. 35-38.
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finance. Governor Johnson had taken no posfﬁve.ithnd in the matter nor=
indicated any distinct line of poliey to be pursfied. This devolved upon
Governor Brown, who began his admiristration by threatening to.institute
proceedings for forfeiture of charters. . The bank$ maintaiffed a powerful
lobby while the Legislature*was in session and sought in every way to
circumyent the new chief executive. But Governgr Browh, was not to..
be intimidated: He was' resolved to keep the banks within the leashes
of the law. . :

But the members of the Legislature were noi equal to Governor
Brown in backbone and were ihuch weaker in the knes-joints. Conse-,
quently a bill suspending forfeiture proceedings for one year—until
November 15, 1858—passed both bodies. In the Senate the vote stood
57 Q‘33,' and in the House 64 to 50.t One less. well supplied with verte-
bre than Governor. Brown might have qaailed before an expression of
opposition so pronounced ; but Governof Brown’s determination to veto
the'bill was not in the least weakéned. On the contrary, it was reinvigo-
rated. He vetoed the bill, giving his reasons for this action in a ‘stro
state paper.  He characterized the banking business of the state as'a
‘‘Jegalized system of speculation, oppression and wrong:”’ This was a
scathing indictment. Had not President Ward left the chair to combat
Governor Brown’s logic in a powerful appeal to the Senate, the bill
might have met defeat. One of the arguments for its passage was that
while the banks owed the people only five millions, the people owed the
banks twenty-two millions; therefore it wds best for the people to stand
by the banks, to which they were debtors. Governor Brown’s veto was
overridden.. But the matter did not end here. The whole state became
a battleground. Mass-mectings were held in every section of Georgia to
voice the indignant protest of an outraged people and with overwhelming
unanimity public sentiment rallied to Governor Brown, whose Jacksonian
firmness became the toast of the hour.

Georgia’s new governor increased the hostility of his enemies at this
time and brought upon himself the bantering eriticism of the rabble by
certain reforms which he instituted in the executive mansion. For exam-
ple, he put an end to the bacchanalian revels or levees into which the

social receptions given from time to time by the governors of the state
had eventually fallen. It scemed to be an und tic thing to do, since
. these social fetes gave the people an opportunity to touch elbows with the

chief executive and became increasingly from year to year events to
which the whole countryside looked forward; but, in the opinion of Gov-
ernor Brown, these state occasions fostered a spirit of intemperance and
set a vicious example to the youth of the state. Consequently, in place
of the time-honored fetes, he substituted evenings at home and expelled
from his board 21l intoxicating liquors. This uprooting of established
customs gave rise to numerous yarns and stories dealing with the rural
simplieity of the Browns; but Georgia’s war governor kept the even tenor
of k's way and, far above these rumblings, in the higher and serener
altitadés of an unclouded conscience, he maintained the calm poise of

a planet. .

N

* Seuate Journal, 1857, p. 156, ’ P
t House Journal, 1857, p. 416.
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CHAPTER 11

Eigur New Covwries CREATED—BIENNIAL SessiONs DISCONTINUED—
STATE AIp STRONGLY URGED—JOoHN W, LEWIS MADE SUPERINTENDENT
oF STATE RoAD—THE SovTHERN CoMMERCIAL CoNGRESS—THE Leais-
LATIVE SESSION OF 1858—AUTHORIZES A CODIFICATION OF THE Law—
Georgia's First Cove—Its CoMpiLers, CLark, Cos AND [RWIN—
PAYMENT OF SPECIE RESUMED—GOVERNOR BrOWN'S I"wH'r Vicro-
riovs—JouN. E. Warp, Mape MiNieTER T0 CHINGA, leﬂ\h Pr

pENCY OF SENATE—T. L. Guerry Succeens Him as l’n:smsxr—;x
New CovNTiEs CREATED—THE GUBERNATORIAL CONVENTION OF 18569
—GOVERNOR BrowN ReENOMINATED wWiTHOUT OProsiTioN—CoL. WAR-
REN AKIN NoMINATED BY THE KNow-Noruinas—THe New Con-
GRESSIONAL  DELEGATION—THE NEw  LEGISLATURE—Two NEW
SUPREME COURT JUDGES—SENATOR IVERSON'S PROPHETIC SPEECH—
Jonx Brown's Raip—Tue Drep Scorr DecisioN—THE PRESIDENTIAL
CampaioN or 1860 AvrPROACHES—TwWO0 StatE DEMocrAaTiC CONVEN-

TIONS, ONE CALLED BY DEMOCRATIC MEMBERS OF LEGISLATURE, THE

Oruer By Execumive CoMMirTee—THE Dec#sEr CONVENTION

Erects DELEGATES T0 CHARLESTON AND ENporsis Howerl Coss For

PreSIDENT—THE MarcH CoONVENTION Also ELects DELEGATES, BUT

Fais 1o Exporse Mgr. Cos, WHo IN A Patrioric Lerrer Witn-

DRAWS FROM THE RACE—AN UNFORTUNATE Dl\mlow—-ﬂow A Prece-

DENT IN CALLING STATE DEMOCRATIC CONVENTIONS WAS ESTABLISMED.
<

Jight new counties were created by the Legislature at its session in
1857. These were: Dawson, Glascock, Milton, Mitchell, Pierce, Schley,
White and Wilcox.® ries to public officials were increased as follows:

- The governor's, from to $4,000; judges of the Supreme Court, from

$2,500 to $3,500; and judges of the Superior Court, from $1,800 to $2,500.
Biennial sessions having failed to give satisfaction, it was decided to
return to annual sessions, a policy which had been abandoned in 1843,
and to limit these annnal sessions to forty days each, unless lengthened
hy a two-thirds vote of the lawmakers. <The policy of state aid to public
enterprises was warmly debated at this session of the Legislature, but
was voted down. In the light of, the Reconstruction period, this was
not an unwise course to pursue; but an era of industrial development
was just dawning upon the state and legislative encouragement gave

promise of iarge returns. Governor Brown himself was not averse to

this policy. in support of which such strong men as Speaker Underwood,
David W. Lewis, Thomas Hardeman and others were enlisted. Those
who opposed state aid at this time were: Beniamin H. Bigham, Augus-

* Acts 1857, pp. 32.45,
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tus H. Kenan, George A. Gordon, Johs Milledge, and others, who thought ~

it an unwise policy for_the state td increase its liabilities along this line,
*having already pledged amillion dollars to rajlways.

On January 1,7 1858, Govbm_g_L rown ag&mmod his old friend and
benefactor, Dr, John W. Lewis, superintendént_ of the Western & Atlantic
Railroad.® This appointment marked'an era f, thie development of the
tate's property, which soon paid in!o‘hv publi¢ treasury $400,000 per
Jannum. Doctor Lewis faithfully executed his trust.

There wus held in Montgomery, Alabama, on the second Monday in
May of this year, & great Southern Commerual Congress, toswhich each
state in this section was urged to send delegates. Governor Brown
appointed the following distinguished citizehs to represent Georgia : t

Delegates from the State at Large—Wilson Lumpkin, George R.
Gilmer, William Schley, George W. Crawford, H. V. Johnson, H. War-
ner, Hines Holt, Thomas W- Thomas, C. J. Jenkins, William #1. Stiles,
James Gardner, B. H. Hill, F. H. Cone, L. Stephens, E:-A. Ni t, M. A.
Cooper, D. J. Bailey, A. H. Chappell, Joel Crawford.

. First District—A. H! Hansell, P. Cone, E. J. Blackshear, Charles
Spalding, J. H. Cooper, F. S. Bartowf J. P. Screven, G. P. Harrison,
John Anderson, A. R. Lamar.

Second District—William Dougherty, T. Lomax, J. N. Bethune, J.

A. Jones, Jr., John A. Tucker, R. H. Clarke, L. M. Felton, A. H. Col-

* quitt, W. A. Hawkins, W. M. Brown.

Third District—W. Poe, 0. A. Lochrane, W. K. De Graffenried, P.
W. Alexander, D. P, Hill, C. Peeples, A. F. Owen, George R. Hunter,
J. D. Watkins, A. {L Moore.

Fourth District—E. Y. Hill, L. H. Featherstone, A. J. Boggess, B.
H. Overby, J. W. Duncan, Robert J. Cowart, J. 0. Gartrell, W. C.
Daniel, William A. Harris, H. Buchanan.

Fifth District—John H. Lumpkin, H. V. M. Miller, S. Fouche, John
A. Jones, W. T. Wofford, Lindsay Johnson, Joseph Pickett, G. J. Fain,
C. B. Wellborn, Elisha Dyer.

Sixth District—Sumner J. Smith, Robert McMillan, Asbury Hull,
William L. Mitchell, John Billups, William A. Lewis, James P. Simmons,
Samuel Knox, W. Boyd, S. Reid. -

Seventh District—Augustus , George R. Jesup, P. Reynolds,
Miller Grieve, Sr., S. N. Boughton, R. M. Orme, Sr., David W. Lewis,
J. W. Burney, Robert R. Slappey, Junius Wingfield.

Eighth District—Isaiah T. Irwin, John Milledge, James T. Nisbet,
W. Gibson, Thomas Barrett, A. J. Lawson, A. R. Wright, E. H. Pottle,
Robert Hester, Dr. W. Willingham.

Much was expected from this convention, but little was done to stimu-
late the commercial activities of the South. Its deliberations were alto-
gether sectional in character and it served rather to inflame latentpas-
sions than to effectuate practical results. William L. Yancey, of Ala-
bama, and Robert B, Rhett, of South Carolina, both men of fiery tempers,
were among its dominating spirits.

* It was from Doctor Lewis that the future governor borrowed enough money
to defray the expenses of a law coursgeat-Yale.
t Avery's ‘* History of Georgia,’’ p. 72.
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To glaiee a moment at the state's judiciary for 1857, the Supreme
Court at <his time was constituted as follows: Chief Justice Joseph
Henry Lumpkin, and Associates Charles J. McDonald and Henry L

Benning. Judge Lumpkin had occupied his seat on this bench continu-

ously since the organization of the Supreme Court in 1845; but his two
associutes were recent accessions. The Superior Court judges at this
time were as follows:

Brunswick Cireunit, A. E. Cochran; Blue Ridge Circuit, Geo. D. Rice;
Chattahooche Circuit, E. H. Worrell; Cherckee Circuit, R. H. Trippe;
Coweta Circuit, O. A. Bull; Eastern Circuit, W. B. Fleming; Flint Cir-
cuit, E. G. Cabaniss; Macon Circuit, A. P. Powers; Middle Circuit, W.
W. Holt; Northern Circuit, James Thomas; Ocmulgee Circuit, R. V.
Hardeman; ’ataula Circuit, David J. Kiddoo; Southern Circuit, Peter
F Love; Southwestern Circuit, Alex A. Allen; Tallapoosa Clrcun Den-
iis F. Hammond ; Western Circuit, N. L. Hutehins.

The Legislature at its session of 1858 passed an act providing for &
codification of the laws of this state.* To execute the task in question,
three commissioners were to be elected by the Legislature, each of whom
was to receive $4,000 as his compensation. In the matter of adopting a
code, Georgia was a pioneer among the states. Her earliest constitution
provided for a codification of the law within five years. On December 6,
1792, an act was passed to carry this provision into eftect, but for some
reason it became a dead letter. Governor Forsyth, in 1827, sought to revive
an interest in the matter but without success. Under the aet of 1858 an
clection for commissioners was held by the Legislagare, which body
chose for this task ex-Gov. Herschel V. Johnson, Judge Iverson L.
Harris and Judge David Irwin.t The two first named declined to serve,
whereupon Judge Richard H. Clark and Hon. Thomas R. R. Cobb were
elected. Three abler lawyers could not have been found. Mr. Cobb was
“ a younger brother of Hon. Howell Cobb, then secretary of the treasury
in President Buchanan’s cabinet. He had compiled a digest of the laws
of Georgia, had pnbhshed an authoritative work dn llavery, and at this
time was a professor in the Lumpkin Law. School at Athens. -He was
afterwards to play a most dramatic part in the drama of hostilities.
Judge Irwin and Judgnx ark were both well known in public affairs.
The work of codification proeceded slowly; there were no precedents to
guide these pioneers, all of whom were busy lawyers, with professional
obligations to meet, but the task was completed in less than two years,
was adopted ir. 1860, and went-into effect in 1862. To pass on the code,
Messrs. Hines Holt, Daniel S. Printup and W. W. Payne from the Sen-
ate, and Messrs. George N. Lester, Isham S. Fannin, W. G. Deloney,
Miles W. Lewis, E. N. Broyles and Chu J. Williams from the House
were named as a joint legislative committee; and the action of this com-
mittee in uppm\mg the code was unanimous.

Governor Brown’s uncompromising fight on the bnnks was at last
victorious. During the year 1858, the payment of specie was resumed.
This was some time in advance of the date set for resumption. But qulte
a number of the hanks failed to make, on June 1st, of this year, the semi-
) o

* Acts 1838, pp. 95.96.
! House Journal, 18538, p. 348.

session created six new counties, to-wit: Clayton, Qui
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annual feturns required by law. At this time no penalty “whatever
attached to such delinr(hencies' and without mincing matters, Governor
Brown again opened fire upaN{)e banké. 'l‘hou* Georgia’s chief execa-
tive was only a countrymau, “he was-niaking lisspower, tremendously felt
in the great financial centers of the state. Bank presidents were begin-
ning to look upon him with awe and to ifgpute to \his frail but wonder-
f*ly firm, self-poised and tranquil man he powers “of a magician. To
correct the existing defeets in the law, Governor Brown proposed that a
penalty of 214 per cent per month be imposed upon the capital stock of
every bank fallmg to make returns within the statutory limit *and this
recommendation became the law. In the midst of the session of 1858,
Hon. John E. Ward, president of the Senate, received his appointment
as minister to China; and to succeed him as president, Hon. T. L, Guerry
was elected for the remainder of the session, while IHon, William H. Stiles

.succeéded him as state senator from Chatham. ~The IAgW! this

, Banks,
Johnson, Brooks and Echols.®

.Qn June l.). 1858, the state democrat‘c convention met in Milledge-
ville to newe ‘& governor for the next two yearss but so entrenchied was
Governor Brown in public favor, due to his bold stand for the rights of
the people, that opposition to his re-election was not for one moment
entertained by democrats. Without a dissenting vote he was again
renominated by his party and given the most unreserved commendation.
Gen. Henry R. Jackson, of Savannah, voiced the sentiment of the con-
vention in an impromptu speech of exquisite diction. Resolutions were
adopted reaffirming $he Cincinnati platform of 1856 and endorsing the
administration of President Buchanan.

But while the democrats were united in supporting Governor Brown,
the know-nothings were not idle and, after wavering for some time,
nominated Hon. Warren Akin, of Cass. Colonel Akin was one of the
purest and best men in the state, a local Methodist preacher, a planter,
and a man of superior gifts, with unusual powers as a public speaker.
But he belanged to a niinority party whose strength was waning with
the approach of the great Civil war. In the election which followed
Governor Brown’s popular majo! g 22,000 votes. The state house
officials elected were: E. P. Watkins,'Sécretary of state; Peterson Thweat,
comptroller-general; A. J. Boggess, surveyor-general; and John B.
Trippe, state treasurer.t

To represent the state in Congress for the next two years a strong
delegation was chosen, as follows: Poter E. Love, Martin J. Crawford,
Thomas Hardeman, L. J. Gartrell, J. W. H. Underwood, James Jackson,
Joshua Hill and John J. Jones.f Two of these, Joshua Hill and Thomas

Hardeman, were elected on an opposition ticket; but all the rest were

democrats. Mr. Jones succeeded Alexander H. Stephens, who voluntarily
retired from Congress at this time, after a continuous service of sixteen
vears. Messrs. Crawford, Jackson and Gartrell were all former mem-
bers. When Georgia seceded from the Union six of her representatives

* Acts 1838, pp. 25-40.
# House Journal, 1859, p. 47. i
¢ Bi hical Cong I Directory, 1774-1911, p. 212.
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withdrew in,a body, considering themselves aatomatically recalled by
Georgia’s action; while Hon. Joshua Hill, in a written communication
addressed to the speaker, formally resigned his seat. But more of this
lator.

The new IAgmlamrc convened on November 2, 1859. Hon. T. L.
Guerry,- of Quitman, was elected president of the Senate and Hon.
Isaiah T. Irwin, of Wilkes, speaker of the House. As usual, there were
stroug men in both branches.® Messrs. L. H. Briscoe, Peter Cone, Phile-
mon Tracy, Alexander R. Lawton; Alexander S. Atkinson, A. T. Hackett,
Daniel S. Printup, Thomas Butler King, Clement A. Evans, George T.
Bartlett and William A. Harris were enrolled as senators; while promi-
nent among the representatives were Clifford Anderson, George N. Les-
ter, T. W. Alexander, William Gibson, Robert N. Ely, David W. Lewis,
Miles \\ Leyis, Julian Hartridge, R. L. McWhorter, John L. Harris and
Charles J. Williams. Few were elected to this Legislature who fought
Gevernor Brown in his efforts to control the banks.t

(iovernor Brown, in his second inaugural, took precisely the same
stand, with respect to Federal issues, as Senator Iverson did in his Griffin
speech, during the midsummer, maintaining that the next presidential
contest might decide the fate of the Union, at which time he could see
only two parties in the field: the black republicans and the national
democrats.

Important changes were made this year in the personnel of the Su-
preme Court, Judges R. F. Lyon and Linton Stephens going upon the
beneh to suceeed Judges Charles J. McDonald and Henry L. Benifing.t
Judge Benning and Judge Lyon were first cousins, both grandsons of
Basil Lamar, of Lincoln County, Georgia, and kinsmen of the great jurist
and statesmaly Judge L. Q. C. Lamar, of Mississippi. This was also the
time for clecting a successor to Hon. Alfred Iverson, whose term of
office as United States senator was to expire in 1861; but on motion this
election was postponed for one year. Senator Iverson had ‘given great
offense to the conservativgs of the state by his Griffin speech, the strong
anti-Union sentiment of which was most hostile but at the same time
most prophetic. He predicted the mquumhon of a free doil President
in 1861, declared the northern demodracy paralyzed aud powerless, and
announced the time at hand for a Southern Confederacy. Georgia was
not vet ready to entertain such radical views.*®

But the events of this fateful year were destined to make decided
inroads upon the state’s ¢onservatism. It was at this time that John
Brown’s famous raid upon Harper’s Ferry occurred, kindling the latent
fires ¢f passion not only in Virginia, but throughout the South, and
lighting this whole section into a blaze of hogtile indignation. The
ettempt to create a slave insurrection was the act of a madman, bat its
effect was to apply a lighted match to a magazine of powder. Governor
Wise, of Virginia, took prompt action. . President Buchmax} likewise
made use of the powers of his office to suppress the outbreak.” But the

* House Journal, 1859, opening pages,

t House and Senate Journals, 1859,

i Senate Journal, 1859, p. 80.

** Milledgeville Federal Union, July 26, 1859; Avery’s ‘‘History of Georgis,’”
p. 104.
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flood-gates were opened; the portents of disaster were at hand; and it
required no prophet’s ear to deteet the fury of the oncoming storm.

In the Georgia Legislature, Mr. Hartridge, of Chatham, drafted a
set of resolutions, declaring that the late attempt at Harper’s Ferry to
incite a portion of the slaves of the South to insurrection had produced
the highest degree of indignation in the minds of the southern people®
against its perpetrators; that unqualified approbation was due Governor
Wise and President Buchanan for suppressing the insurrection ; and that -
the state)s co-operation was pledged in a sleépless vigilance to prevent a
similar-outbreak not only in Georgia but elsewhere in the South.

Such were the contending elements of discord amid which another
presidential campaign approached. But, to make the situation in Georgia
still more acute, a divisionof the state into factional camps threatened
to end in a serious ruptury at a time when unity was most essential. As
far back as 1842, it had been customary for members of the Generil
Assembly to if8ue callsefor state conventions, the purpose of which was
to choose delegates to national conventions; and, in line with this on-
broken practice, there assembled in the representative hall, at Milledge-
ville, on the evening of November 21, 1859, a large contingent of
democratic members, who called Hon. Peter Cone to the chair. At this
meeting resolutions were adopted, calling for a state convention to be
held in Milledgeville on the 8th of December. As stated in the resolu-
tion, the purpose of this convention was to elect delegates to Charleston.
But most of the members calling this convention were strong supporters
of Howell Cobb for the presidential nomination. Herein lay the bone of
contention.

On November 22d the_ Qtate Democratic Executive Committee threw
down the gage of battle bv callmg a state convention to assemble in Mill-
edgeville the second Monday in March, 1860. Four out of the five
committee members united in issuing this call, to-wit: Messrs. D. C.

Campbell, E. J. McGehee, Thomas P. Saffold and J. W. Burney.®* The ¢

committee’s fifth member, Col. W. K. DeGraffenreid, dissented from
ity action and joined the democratic members of the Legislature in call-
ing for an earlier convention friendly to Mr. Col nomination. iy

Pursuant to call, the December convention metrin Milledgeville, with
Hon, Isaiah T. Irwin in the chair.t Messrs. F. H. West and George
Hillyer were elected secretaries. Only seventy-five counties out of
132 were represented, but the attendgnce was numerically large and
great enthusiasm prevailed. Howell Cobb was endorsed for the presi-
deney on a platform asserting the equality of the states and the rights of
the South. This was the only condition on which Georgia could or would
support the nominee of the Chérleston convention: nor was she willing
for the mere sake of harmony to renounce'an accepted principle. She
proposed to stand upon her constitutional rights, as interpreted by the

Supreme Court in its Dred: Scott decision, giving the South: equal rights

in the common territories of the Union.
Delegates to the Charleston convention were chosen as follows: From

‘h.- state at large—Isaiah T. Irwin, John H.; Lumpkin, Henry L.

* Avery’s **History of Georgis,’’ p. 107,
« P Ibid, p. 108,
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Renning and Henry R. Jackson; alternates, Charles J. McDonald,
Thomas Butler King, Wm. H. Stiles and O. A. L,0chrane. Disfrict dele-
gates—James L. Seward, Julian Hartridge, Arthur-Hood, J. W. Evans,
L. B. Smith, E. Strohecker, J. J. Diamond, L. H. Feéatherstoge, G, J. ¢
Fain, W. T. Wofford, Wm. Hope Hull, 8. J. Smith, Jeﬂ'ersdﬁﬂl Lamar)"
L. H. Briscoe, David C. Barrow and L. A. Nelms.

Following an adjournment of ‘this convention, fifty-two dem(\rxmc
members of the Legislatur@published an open letter dissenting from its
action and protesting against its authority to bind .the democracy of
Georgia to the line of policy indicated. Several of the delegates-clect
declined to serve, among them ex:Governor McDonald, Judge Benumg,
Mr, Lochrane and Mr. Featherstone. Two members of the executive Com-
mittee, residing in Mllledgenlle Colonel Campbell and Doctor McGehee,
published a eard séqmg forth in'temperate language the reasons which
influenced the commitfee in calling the Mar#h convention. THon. Wm.
H. Stiles, a distriot alternate, published a letter in one of the Savannah”
papers, admitting the regularity of the committee’s dction but suggesting
a compromise. His plan was this: for the delegates chosen to resign
subject to reappointment by the new comennon and to presvnt ip this
way an unbroken fron. *

At this juncture Mr. Cobb himself published a letter in which he
disclaimed any ambition for the presideéncy, with a divided state behind
him at Charleston.® ~**This,”’ said he, *‘is no time for divisions in the
South and any personal sacrifice which I may be called. upon to make
to insure union and harmony in our ranks shall be cheerfully made. So
far as 1 am per Iy ned a d tration of serious opposition
to my nomination from the Democracy of Geotgia, in any shape or form,
or from any convention, would end all connection of my name with the
nomination at Charleston.”” This letter was characteristic of Howell
Cobb. It was not only patriotie but it breathed the spirit of self-abnega-
tion. As secretary of the treasury in Mr. Buchanan’s cabinet his ability
had won for him a well-deserved recognition ; but, in the opinion of some,
his extreme Union views were not in harmony with the prevailing senti-
ment among democrats. Mr. Cobb was an ardent unionist, but not at
the expense of the rights of the South under the Constitution; iid he was

soon to prove his allegiance to the South by resigning t in Mr.
Buchanan’s cabinet. .

On Mareh 14, 1860, the state convention called by the executive com-
mittee assembled in Milledgeville, with 203 delegates present, repre-
senting ninety counties. Hon. Alexander R. Lawton, of Savannah, was
chbsen to preside over its deliberations. The resolutions of the Decem-
ber convention endorsing Mr. Cobb for the presidency met defeat, but
the same delegates at large were chosen to represent the state at Charles-
ton. These were: Isaiah T. Irwin, J. H. Lumpkin, Henry L. Benning
and Henry R. Jackson. Of the alternates, ex-Gov. Charles J.-McDonald

- was the only one retained; the cthers chosen were: Hiram Warner,

Solomgp Cohen ant wilius A. Wingfield. Four delegates were chosen
from cach of the congressional districts as follows: {
S

? ““Memorial of‘ﬁo!ell Cobb,’’ by Samuel Boykin.
t Milledgeville Federal Union, Files March, 1860; Avery's ‘* History.of Georgia,"*
e 110111,
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First, J. L. Seward, J. Hartridge, H. M. Moore, Wm. B. Gaulden;
Second, W. Johnson, John A. Jones, Wm. M. Slaughter, Jas. M. Clark;
Third, E. L. Strohecker, L. B. Smith, O. C, Gibson, E. J. McGeehee;
Fourth, J. .J. I)iumuml l.. H. Featherstone, W. Phillips, 8. ('. Candler;
Fifth, G. J. Fain, W. T. Wofford, James Hoge, Lawson Fields; Sixth,
W, I Hull, S_.0. \nnlh H. P. Thomas, A. Franklin Hill; Séventh, L.
H. Briscoe, Jefferson Lamar J. W, Burner, James 'l'huumu( Eighth, L.
A. Nelms, DL €. Barrow, J. D, Ashton, H. R. Casey.

During the session of this convention, Hon. Julian Hartridge, of
Savannah. offered a resolution which received unanimous adoption, pro-
viding for an executive committee to be appointed by the President, with
power to call all conventions of the democratic party in Ceorgia and to
exercise gll powers rightfully belonging to such committée until another
state convention should assemble to appoint its suceessor. In this action
originated a practice which has since been followed without interruption,
except for the fact that, under existing laws, the state executive com-
mitte®ds named every two years in the regular primary eléction. The
committee appointed at this time was as follows: Porter Ingram, Alex.
S. Atkinson, Philemon Tracy, Charles Murphey, Daniel S, Printup, S. J.
Smith, L. H. Briscoe and Henry Cleveland. The breach in the party
eaused by the convention’s failure to endorse Mr. Cobb for the presidency
was much to be regretted. Tt entailed its legacy of discord upon,the
state; but true to the line of policy announced in flis former letter, Mr.
Cobb addressed a communication to Hon. Isaiah T. Irwin, president of
the December convention, withdrawing his name from t'urther‘onnidera-
tion during the canvass. Mr. Cobb’s letter was a model of its kind, lofty
in tone and noble in sentiment.®

* < Memorial of Howell Cobb,'" by Samuel Boykin.

CHAPTER III \ b

Tiig RUPTURE OF THE CHARLESTON CONVENTION—SIX STATES WITHDRAW,
Lep 8Y Wat. L. YANCEY;"A NATSVE GEORGIAN—RICHTS OF THE SOL TH
DenmEp ProteECTiON BY THE NaTioNaL DEMOCRACY—THE CONVEN-
TION ADJOURNS TO MEET IN' BALTIMORE—SECEDERS CALL A CONVEN-

o mo~x 1o Meer 1N Ricamosp—BorH FacTioNs OF THE STATE

. DeLeGATION PUBLisH LETTERS DISCUSSING THE SITLATIO\'——GEOMI\
DEMOCRATS Howp A STATE CONMENTION WHICH E\'nonsr-:s THE SE-
CEDERS AND’ Takes AN EXTREME POSITION oN "PusLic ISSuEs
Ex-GOVERNOR JOHNSON LEADS A RevorLT—THE Resuur Is A S7ATE
CONVENTION, WHOSE INSTRUCTIONS ARE MILDER—RIVAL DELEGATIONS
O Bm'mlonz—Tm: GEORGIAN SECEDERS 4DMITTED, BuT FINDING
THOSE FROM OTHER STATES Excm‘om THE DELEGATION DECLINES TO
ExTER—SoUTHERN RiGHTS CONVENTION PUTs BRECKINRIDGE AND
LANE 1N THE FiELD—THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION NOMI-
~NATES Dougras axp JouNsoN—THE CoNsTITUTIONAL UNION PARTY
NOoMINATES BELL AND EvVERETT—DivisioN FataL T0o DEMOCRATS—
Mg. Lincoux's ELecrios—Tue Porrrican HustiNgs oF 1860—THE
GEORGIA LEGISLATURE ASSEMBLES—GOVERNOR BROWN'S SPECIAL
MessAGE ON FEpERAL 'RELATIONS—ITS WAR-LIKE TONE—LEADERS
Appress THE GENEraL AssEMBLY—THoMAs R. R. CosB—RopERT
TooMBs—ALEXANDER H. STEPHENS—GEORGIA’S POPULATION AND
WEeALTH IN 15860,

On April 23, 1860, the great National Democratic Convention
assembled in Charleston, South Carolina, to adopt a platform for the
party and to nominate a premdentml ticket. But the spirit of discord
reigned supreme. The democracy of the Union had come to a parting
of the ways. It is not within the scope work to discuss minutely
the routine of the Charleston convention. 3 must, therefore, be brief.
Fifty-seven ballots were taken without a cho:ce, though Mr. Douglas con-
sistently maintained his lead. The platform was the storm-center of
discussion ; and it proved to be the reef on which democracy, in the most
crucial hour of the nation’s history, was tc make shipwreck of its high
hopes and to end, for a period of fifty years, the South's ascendancy in
American polities *

Three reports were submitted by the committee on platform. We
will take the majority report first. This was made by fifteen members,
~epresenting the extreme southern wing of the party, reenforced by two
“neiabers from California and Oregon. Planting themselves squarely

-3 * ¢Life and l'imes of Yancey,'’' by Du Bose. ‘‘Story of the Confederate States, '’
by Derry. Millersville Federal Union, Files April and May, 1860.
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upon the Dred Scott decision, these members submitted & report declar-
ing it to be the duty of Congress to protect slave property in the terri-
tories. The Cincinnati platform of 1856 had simply declared for non-
mn-rf«-renf-u with slavery in the territories on the part of Congress.
Z,':::m‘:, dlp:ix:;zt".mlvancu was registered i{y the South, in t'aking this

As for the two minority reports, one reaffirmed the Cincinnati plat-
foruf,.wilh an additional paragraph condemning interference with ' the
I"ll[{lll'\’t- Slave Law. The other minority report favored the squatter
w\'rrl'lflll(}" program of Mr. Douglas, referring the question of slavery
to the territories themselves for settlement. This report was adopteni.
Then came the fatal bolt. Under the leadership of Wm. L. Yancey, of
Alabama, six entire state delegations left the hall, in protest ug'aivnst
the convention’s refusal to protect slavery with the safe-guards provided
by the Supreme Court of the United States.. These retiring delegations
represented  Alabama, Mlississippi, Florida, Louidiana, Arkansas and
'l‘-'x$. and with them a part of the delegation from Delaware likewise
seceded, i

Inclined to be conservative, the Georgia delegation obtained leave
to retire for consultation, But the delegates were found to be hopelessly
divided.  Twenty-six members, led by Judge Henry L. Benning, with-
drew at once.  Ten remained. These were Hiram Warneg, James L.
Seward, Samuel C. Candler, Solomon Cohen, Henry Cleveland, L. A.
Nelms, J. A, Render, James Thomas, J. W. Burney, and Wm. B.
Gaulden, !

Failing to make a nomination and hoping by delay td" reunite a
sundered demoeracy, the convention adjourned to meet-in Baltimore.
The m‘:'«"lilu{ members called a convention to meet in Richmond.

Bofil factions of the state's disrupted delegation on returning home
published letters discussing the situation at length. The result was a
call issued by the executive committee for a state convention to be held
in Milledgeville on the 4th day of June. Meanwhile tﬂe} popular leaders
were asked for an expression of opinion relative to what was best under
these cireumstances.  Mr. Cobb endorsed the action of the seceding dele-
wates, but suggested a postponement ofithe Richmorid convention until
every offort had heen exhausted to upite the party at Baltimore. Judge
Warner deplored the bolt. He believed in the doctrine of non-interven-
tion by Congress and favored the Cincinnati platform of 1856, He
held that the best gnarantee of southern rights was in the defmocratic
organization of the Jederal Union. ‘Mr. Stephens stated that since the
birth of the party its policy had been non-intervention in the territories.
e fuvored a convention to send delegates to Baltimore. Ex-Governor
Jahuson took substantially the same positipn. As a strong unionist he
stood opposed to extreme measures. Judge Nisbet was not in sympathy
with the Richmond convention and condemned the seceders. He was also
against intervention.  Mr. Toombs suggested that the see,eding delegates
meet in Baltimore and endeavor to effect an adjustment, but while he
advocated a conciliatory course his language to quote an apt expression
“snapped like a pistol”” and made one think that its author ‘‘held a
sword in a gloved hand.”’ /His advice was cbnsen'aﬁve, but his lan-
guage radical. Tl was not in the least apprehensive of disunion.  *‘Our
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greater danger,’’ said he, ‘‘is that the Unigw will survive the Congtitu-
tion.”” Ex-Governor Brown_favored a_cénvention to send delegates to
Baltimore. But having been a“egnsistent believer in non-intervention he
advocated accepting the Cincin‘x'i?ﬁ\platf,u“‘n of 18$ and meeting the
northern democracy on common ground. 7. .

While this controversy was pending, the know-nothing remnant held
a state eonvention at Milledgeville, on May w 1560, wu‘_\;'ujr which Gen.
John ‘W. A. Sanford presided and at‘this time delegates were chosen to
a Constitutional Union Convention at Baltimore. Joshua HiH, R. A.
T. Ridley, Ambrose R. Wright and J. C. 3. Lee were named as delegates
at large to this convention. Resolutions were adopted plmlgin[? co-
operation with all men who believed it to be the duty of the govern-

‘ment to protect slave property-in the territories. But these were only
“.111 Aelegates in attendance representing forty-two counties. - These dele-

gates included Messrs. A® . Kenan, R. M. Orme; David W. and Miles
W. Lewis, R. P. Trippe, Clement A. Evans, and Parimedus Reynolds.

Pursuant to call, the state democratic convention assembled\iy Mil-
ledgeville on June 4, 1860, with 340 delegates enrolled. There were few
conntiei';unmprmmtwl.‘ Hon. T. L. Guerry was chosen the convention’s
president.  The chairman of the business committeer was Hon. Wm. H.
Stiles, and on this committee were Georgia's two rival favorites for the
presidential nomination: - Howell Cobb and Herschel V. Johnson.. The
view ,point of these men had radically changed. In 1850 Cobb was
for Union, Johnson for extreme state rights; in 1860 Johnson was for
Union, Cobb for extreme state rights; and while Johnson was con-
demning, Cobb was commending the seceders from the Charleston con-
vention. Prominent amohg the delegates in attendance were: Julian
Hartridge, Henry R. Jackson, Wm. I1. Stiles, Solomon Cohen, Howell
Cobb, Herschel V. Johnson, Nelson Tift, John II. Lumpkin, Benj. C.
Yancey, Thos. C. Howard, Thos. Butler King, Wm. H. Dabney, Wm. E.
Simmons, James Gardner, Julian Cumming, W. W, Montgomery, T. M.
Furlow, Willis A. Hawkins, 1. K. MeCay, James L. Seward, George
Hillyer, Carey W, Styles, L. H. Briscoe, Philemon Tracy, Herschel V.
Johnson, Samuel Hall, James 8. Hook, R. L. Warthen, B. D. Evans,
Isaiah T. Irwin and John C. Nichols.

But the convention was hopelessly di d. As usual, two reports were
submitted. The majority report endorséd the seceders and took a bold
stand for the protection of slavery in the territories. It favored a re-
appointment of the entire delegation to attend the convention at Balti-
more and, in the event the interests of slavery were not protected, to
proceed thence to Richmond. The minority report reaffirmed the Cin-
cinnati platform, with an assertion of the legal rights of slaveholders
in the territories. This report was made by four members: Herschel
V. Johnson, T. P. Saffold, H. K. McCay, and A. Colvard. There were
speeches on hoth sides; but the majority.report was adopted by a two-
thirds vote of the convention.

~ Thereupon, the minority entered its protest against repudiating the
established democratic doetrine of nonintervention by Congress; against
condemning +by implication the delegates who refused to secede at

-a<

* Federal Union Files, June, 15860. i
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Charleston ; and against sending a delegate to Richmond, as this course
virtually detached the convention from the national democratic organ-
ization. But the protesting delegates went still further. Led by ex-
Governor Johnson, they. organized thémselves at once into a national
state democratic convention over which Judge Hiram Warner was called
to preside.  Sixty-three members were enrolled from twenty-four goun-
ties.* “Delegates, under moderate instructions, were sent to the Balti-
more convention as follows: From the state at large—Herschel V.
Johnson, James Gardner, Absalom H. Chappell and Hiram, Warner.
District delegates—F'irst, J. L. S8eward and Wm. B. Gaulden; Second,
Richard Whitely and B. Y. Martin; Third, Nathan Bass and S. W.
Burney; Fourth, J. P. Hambleton and S. C. Candler; Fifth, A. R.
Wright and H. P. Farrar; Sixth, Robert McMillan and J. P. Simmons;
Seventh, T. P’. Saffold and James Thomas; Eighth, L. A. Nelms and
Alex. C, Walker.

To summarize events soméwhat hurriedly, the Richmbnd comentlon
of wo.dc.r‘met at the time set but adjourned until June 21, 1860. The
Baltimore convention assembled at the time specified, with two Georgia
delegations applying for admission. The committee on credentials was
divided, but the majority report favored admitting both delegations, with
a division of Georgia's vote; the other favored admitting the ngcedei-a.
The latter report was adopted, seating the delegation of which Judge
Henry L. Benning was chairman. From the other states, however, the
nonseceding delegations were admitted; and from Alabama and Louisi-
ana no delegations were admitted. Since this drastic action excluded
most of the Charleston seceders, Georgia’s delegation refused to*nter
the convention. At the same time a majority of the delegations from
Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, California and Oregon, withdrew
from the coriVention, while Delaware, for the present, décided to take no
part in its deliberations. Missouri was the only southern state whose
entire delegation refused to withdraw. Even Kentucky left the hall,
while most of the delegation from Massachusetts did llkew‘me. causing
Hon. Caleb Cushing, prvsldem of the convention, whose sy mpsthles were
with the seceders, to resign his seat as the convention's presiding officer.
However, 129 delegates remained. T on a platform fatoring squat-
ter sovervignty, nominated Hon. Siephen A. Douglas, of Illinois for
President and Governor Fitzpatrick, of Alabama, for vice president.

But the latter declined: and, on June 25, in Washington, D. C., the

Douglas delegates selected Hon. Herschel V. Johnson, of Georgia.

Without returning hom e, the seceders from the Baltimore convention
met with the unseat delegations and organized in Baltimore a national
state rights convention, of which Hon. Caleb Cushing, of Massachusetts,
was made president with 210 delegates, representing twenty-one states.
This convention nominated Hon. John C. Breckinridge, of Kentucky, for
President and Joseph Lane, of Oregon, for vice president. The Rich-
mond convention subsequently endorsed this ticket.

The Counstitutional Union Convention, which also met in éaltin')ore,
nominated Jphn Bell, of Tennessee, for President and Edward Everett,
of Massachusetts, for vice president._ Under this banner wifre gathered

— &
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the know- uothmg and w lng remnants, togcthvr \nlh other Iloulu-g cley
ments. Y e )

Electors of the Breckinridge aid Lane ticket were chosen at a state
convention held on Angust 8 at which tige ex-Gdv. C hurl‘s J. MeDonald
and Hon. Henry R. Jacksgn were chosen ffom the staté at large, with
Messrs. A. H. Colquitt and Wm. H, Dabuey’ as alternatesy 'l‘hc distriet
electors were as follows: Peter Cone, Wm. M. Sla\ughtvr 0. C Glhsou‘
Hugh Bu«"nan Lewis Tumlin, Henry Strickland, W. A, Loﬁon. and

Wm: M. Meclntosh. .

At the state convention, held August 15, Douglas and Johnson electors
were chosen as follows: From the state at large—Alexander H. Stephens”
and Augustus R. Wright; alternates, James Gardner and ‘T. P. Saffold.
District electors—James L. Seward, B. Y. Martin, Nathan Bass, Hiram
\\arner J. W. “lll‘l'lh J. P. Simmons, James S. Hook and Julmn Cum-
ming. .

.Bell and Everett electors were also chosen at a state cou\'o_lQ:);t._ﬁ
These were as follows: Wm. Law and Benj. I Hill, from the stat
large; and Samuel B. Spencer, M. Douglass, T. L. Doyal, W, T. Wright,
J. R. Parroti;, Hiram P. Bell, J. E. Dupm and Lafayette Lamar.

Thus, in the ‘face of & great national erisis, threatening the overthrow
of slnu-n the national democracy was rent by a fatal schism, while the
republican organization presented an unbroken phalanx in support of an
anti-slavery ticket on which Abraham Lincoln, of Illinois, and Hannibal
Hamlin, of Maine, were the respective candidates. These names were
ominous of fate. The doom of democracy was sealed.

During the momentous campaign of 1860, the political hustings in
Georgia presented a dramatic spectacle, in many respects suggestive of
the golden age of Greece. Men of gigantie intellect discussed *he pare-
mount issue of the hour hefore great bodies of people who listened spell-
bound to impassioned arguments, the like of which has seldom been
heard on this continent. There were the two noted brothers, Howell and
Thomas R. R. Cobb: the two equally noted half-brothers. Alexander H.
and Linton Stephens; Benjamin H. Hill, Robert Toombs, Herschel V.
Johnson, Eugenius A, Nisbet, Hiram Warner, Absalom H. Chappell, Dr.
H. V. M. Miller, Henry R. Jackson, Francis S. Bartow, Ambrose and
Augustus Wright, and Warren Akin. The + Colquitt was dead ; but

« his oratorical mantle had fallen upon a gifted §6n. These men constituted
" a superb galaxy of statesmen. Most of them supported the Breckinridge

and Lane ticket. Alexander H. Stephens espoused the fortunes of Mr.
Douglas, and with him stood Eugenius A. Nisbet, Hiram Warner, Am-
brose R. Wright, James L. Seward and Absalom . Chappell ; but Colonel
Chappell left the Douglas standard when he began to suspect the Little
Giant of coquetting with the black republicans. Dr. H. V. M. Miller,
in this campaign, eame over to the Breckinridge and Lane camp; so like-
wise did Francis S. Bartow. Benj. H. Hill-and Warren Akin alone
championed Bell and Everett. Before the campaign was over, Mr.
Doy > made a speech in Atlanta, but his visit failed to revive his waning
fortunes. He was fated to poll in Georgia the smallest yote of any of

- the candidates, despite the fact that his running mate was a Georgian:

I hel V. Johnson.
In the presidential campaign which foll6Wed in November, victory
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perched upon the republican banners. Breckinridge and Lane carried
Georgia, with 51,893 votes; Bell and Everett came next, with 42855
votes: Douglas and Johnson third, with only 11,500 votes.

Then came secession. There were thousands of conservative demo-
crats throughout the South who did not see in Mr. Lincoln's election to
the presidency a sufficient cadse for dissolving the Union. Mr. Lincoln,
it is true, had been elected on a platform opposed to the extension of
slavery in the territories, but he was not committed to the abolition of
slavery in the states. Nor did the republican platform fail to dl nounce
the John Brown raid upon Harper's Ferry, Virginia.

Nevertheless, Mr. Lineoln’s election carried a distinct menace to
slavery. Howell Cobb resigned his seat in Mr. Buchanan’s cabinet before
the year expired. South Carolina was aflame with protest. The state in
whose soil reposed the ashes of the Great Nullifier lost no time in calling
a convention, whose action was to start thé.process of dismemberment
and to point the way to a Southern Confederacy.

(oincidental with Mr. Lincoln’s electipn, the Georgia Legislature
convened at Milledgeville, on November 7, 1860. Speaker Isaiah T.
Irwin having died during the legislative recess, Hon. Charles J."Williams,
of Muscogee, was chosen to suceeed him for the remainder of the term.
Governor Brown sent to the Legislature a special message dealing with
Federal relations, in addition to his annual message, in which he discussed
a number of practical matters. We will dispose of the annual message
first. He was gratified to inform the Legislature that the state road had
paid into the treasury $450,000 for the preceding fiscal year. All the
institutions of the state were in a prosperous condition. Besides paying
what was then due on the public_debt, both principal and interest, Gov-
ernor Brown lad paid an additional $117,000, thus reducing the sum
total of indebtedness. The school fund had been increased $200,000,
besides which an additional $150,000 had been expended for educational
purposes.

Governor Brown's special message was & vigorous state paper. The
presidential eleetion had not occurred when this important document
was penned, but the air was electrical with tokens announcing that a
erisis was at hand. Some of the states had passed measures neatralizigg
the Fugitive Slave Law and to meet this embarrassing situation Goverror
Brown advocated a system of retaliatory legislation. In the event of
Mr. Lincoln’s election, he urged the calling of a state convention to devise
a definite plan of action. Meanwhile he believed in taking time by the
torelock. and accordingly recommended that $1,000,000 be appropriated
as a military fund, with which to prepare for an armed resistance to
northern aggression.®  Something like $170,000 had already been spent
for arms.  Far in advance of many others, Governor Brown saw the war
cloud darkening upon the horizon, and as commander-in-chief' of Geor-
gin's military and naval _forces he was determined not to be caught
unawares, The General Assembly appropriated 1,000,000 to be used by
th- zovernor for purposes of state defense, said amount to be raised by
i issue of 6 per cent bonds to run for twenty years.t

- /
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In a former message to the Legislature, Governor Brown had dis-
cussed at some length the state militia, recommending that n\gg‘ be
im?)osed on all citizens who were not members of some military orpbu\

zation, the proceeds of said tax to be applied to the erection of a foundrys

for arms. The purpose of this recommendation was to make Georgia
independent, in the event of hostilities. But the Legislature, unfor-
tunately, did not share Governor Brown's farsightedness of vision. The
military spirit had waned considerably sinte the war with Mexico. To
quote a well-known historian, ‘‘the old-fashioned public drills and mus-
ters had so long been discontinued as to be known from the tales of the
old citizens only as a farcical and valueless relic of colonial and rev olu-
tionary times.”” ® But it was time for the sword to be leaping from its
seabbard.  Hannibal was already Qt the gates. Such, if not the exact
language of Gevernor Brown's specidl message, was at least ns tenor.

' Barly in the session, by reéquest, several distinguished “Georgiars
dddPessed the Legislature on the duty of the hour. One of these was
Hon. Thomas R. R. Cobb, of Athens. He delivered an impassioned
speech, urging immediate and uncondmonul secession. Mr. Cobb had

hitherto taken no part in politics, but Mr. Y;incoln ’s election had filled |

him with anxiety for the safety of sowthern institutions. He had been
a deep student.- His work on ‘‘Slavery’’ bears the impress of a master-
mind. His part in compiling the state’s first code will likewise remain
for all time to come a monument 4o his gerfius. He was only thirty-eight
when he made this great speech ; and was barely thirty-nine when he fell
mortally wounded at Fredericksburg, Virginia. He was a recognized
leader of the Georgia bar, but what accounted most for tho.} powerful
influence which he exercised at this time was not his intellectual prestige,
but his strong moral and religious nature, coupled with the fact that his
voice was a new one in the public councils, With the zeal of a Peter
the Hermit and with the eloquence of a Patrick Henry, he plunged into
the arena of debate. His speech before the Georgia Legislature was
logic on fire. Its effect was most powerful. We quote from it this single
paragraph. Said he: t

. ““What, then, is our remedy? Shall it be the boy’s redress of recrimi-
nation, the bully’s redress of braggadocio or boasting, or the manly
freeman’s redress of independence? This is a most solemn question and
no man should rashly advise his countrymen at such a time. For myself,
for months, nay years, I have foreseen this coming cloud. I have given
it all the study of which my mind is possessed. I have called my heart
into the couucil and listened to ils beatings. Nay more, my friends, I
fear not to say, I have gone to the God I worship and begged Iim to
advise me. * On the night of the sixth of November I called my wife and
little ones together around my family altar and together we prayed to
God to stay the wrath of our oppressors and preserve the Union of -our
fathers. The rising sun of the seventh of November found me on my
knees, begging the same kind Paren !0 make that wrath to praise ITim
and the remainder ¢f W#ath to restrain. 1 believe that the hearts of men
are in His hands and when thg telegraph announced to me that the voice

-
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of the North proclaimed at.the ballot-box that I should. ¥e a slave I
heard in the same sound the voice of my God speaking throngh His provi-
dence and saying to His child: ‘Be free! Be free!’ Maryel not then
that I say my voice is for immediate, unconditional secessifn.”” "

Mr. Toombs also advoeated secession, in a magnificent speech before
the Legislature, but his views on the subject were already well kno'van
and, though he spoke x;itin great rapidity, launching his thun‘thrhnlts. in
quick succession, amid Vivid flashes of lightuing, his speech fell far below
the standard set by Mr, Cobb’s, both in its rhetorical beauty and in its
tone of deep moral earnestness, It was likewise béfore this session of the
Legislature that Mr. Stephens delivered his great speech in opposition
to secession. He did not question the constitutional right of a sfate to
secede, but hedid question the wisdom of sueh a course-as a practical
remedy for existing evils, and avith all the vigor of his splendid intellect
lie endeavored to avert the impending disaster, Léss eloquent than Mr.
Cobb, he read the future with the eye of a seer, and his speech was a
marvel of predictive wisdom, perhaps unexcelled in this respect by any
speech ever delivered before an assemblage of Georgians. Conservative
men of the class represented by Mr. Stephens knew well enough that the
people of the North were not &ll abolitionists, and that in many cities of
the North, on the day of John Brown's execution, Union meetings were
held to offset the fanatical assemblages in which this cracked-brain insur-
rectionist was canonized as a martyr.® But the tide was rising. Though
prone to be conservative, events were fast sweeping Georgia into the
vortex of secession, Hon. Howell Cobb in December resigned his seat in
Mr. Buchanan’s eabinet, but before returying home indicted a powerful
letter to the people of Georgia, informing them that the time for disunion
was at hand. This letter influenced thousands of voters.t Its effect was
profound. The staté had been prospering for years. Its population in
1860 was 1,057.286 souls, of which number nearly one-half were slaves.
The value of the state’s real and personal property exceeded $600,000,-
000, while its manufactures were climbing upward. But present issues
were not to be weighed in the seales of merchandise, nor appraised by the
standards of mammon.

* Federal Union, December 27, 1850." 3
t *“Memorial of Howell Cobb,”’ by Samuel Boykin.



5 - \ ts 1860, p, 2

CHAPTER IV

Tue LEGsLaTURE CaLls & STATE ConveEnTION, FoLLowing o Powerren
Avpress By Hox., Wit L. Hageis, or Mississirri—Variovs CounTy
MEMORIALS—RESOLUTIONS PROM GREENE AND DoUGHERTY COUNTIES
—GEORGIA 'S CONSERVATISMA—SENTIMENT EVENLY DIViDED ON SECES-
s1oN—EVENTS MOVE ON Arace—TuHe Brrying oF Fort MotLTrRIE—
Bartow's SPEECH IN ATLANTA—GoOVERNOR Brows Takes TiME BY
THE FORELOCHa—ORDERS THE SEIZURE oF Fort Priaski—CoLoNEeL
Lawton Executes Tuis OrpER—ITs CHARACTER DISCUsSED—AN
Act oF TECHNTCAL TREA*ON, SINCE GEORGIA IVas STILL IN THE UNI0N,
BT JUSTIFIED As A NECEsSARY MEASURE oF PROTECTION—THE SECES-
s1oN CONVENTION AssEMBLEs—ITs DisTiNguisiep PersonNerL—Ex-
GovErRNOR GEORGE W. Crawrorp MADE PRESIDENT—SOME OF THE
DELEGATES—THREE  [MPORTANT QUESTIONS TO BE SETTLED—ALL
AGREED ON THE ABSTRACT R1GHT OF SECESSION—JUDGE NIsBET's RES0-
LUTIONS—EX-GOvVERNOR JORNS8ON 'S SUBSTITUTE—THE GrEAT DEBATE
—Tue Part PLaYED BY A GLass oF Branpy 1N TURNING THE SCALES
—SeCEssIoN WiNs—Tie CoMMITTEE T0 REPORT AN ORDINANCE SE-
LECTED FROM BoTi SipDES—AN OrDINANCE REPORTED my JUpGE Nis.
BET—ITS ApoPTION—ALL "DELEGATES SIGN THE ORDINANCE, BUT SIX
po S0 UNpEr ForyaL Protest—GEorRGIA LeEaves THE Usion—Pop-
LAk DEMONSTRATIONS—S0oME MovED To REJOI1CING, OTIERS TO TEARS
—COMMISSIONERS APOINTED TO THE VARIOUS SOUTHERN STATES—
SOME (OBSERVATIONS ON SLAVERY.

On November 17th, following a ‘powerful address delivered by IHon.
Wm. L. Harris, of Mississippi, the Legislature of Gedegia passed an act
ealling for a state convention to assemble in Milledgeville on January
16, 1861, to consider the paramcunt question of the hour: Union or
Secession.  To insure the attendance of Georgia’s ablest sons an act was
passed ordering the adjournment of all th. state ccurts during the de-
liberations of the Secession Convention.®  Resolutions were also adopted
setting forth the aggressive acts of the non-slave-holding states.t Mr.
Harris appeared before the Legislature as Mississippi’s accredited com-
missioner, that state having already called asconvention; and in his
speech, urging co-operation on the part of Georgia, he called to mind the
bold stand taken for state rights by the dauntless Troup. Its effect
can casily he imagined ; for immediately thercafter decisive action was
taken.  The election of delegates to this convention was set for the first

. .\Inu-l;n- in Jannary. The office of adjutant-general was re-established 1
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and to fill this arduous position, Governor Brown-appointed IIenr) C
Wayne, As we have already seen, $1,000,000 had \oted for state

defense, The purchase of 1,000 Maynard rifles and carbines wagrhow.

otdered. “*At the same time Governor Brown iwas authorized™to-accept
10,000 state troops for immediate demands.®* To serve the state more
effectively, at this crisis in its affairs, Judge Linton Stephens resigned Ns
seat on the Supreme Bench, a” the Legislature elected as his successor,
Hon. Charles J. Jenkins, of Augusta.t
Quite a number of counties memorialized the Legislatyre at this ses-
sion, mosi.of them taking a vigorous stand for secession.t Some, as in
the resolutions from Greene County, submitted-by Hon. Miles W. Lewis,
urged delay on the grousid that Mr. Lincoln’s election was constitutional,
that the South was nol\{gt fully-united, that the North should be given
an opportunity for making amends, that the masses of the, people were
noz ready for disunion, and that an-undue haste in overturning the
Government would inevitably react upon the South. To the same effect,
were the Dougherty County resolutions reported by Hon, Robert N. Ely,
afterwards attorney -genenl These nrged the necessity of conperatt@
before ‘any radical steps were taken.
* Four states preceded Georgia in severing the bonds of union, viz.,
South Carolina, Mississippi, Florida and Alabama. Upon Georgia’s
action, success or failure for the southern exodus in large measure
depended. This was due in part to her geographical location and in
part to her prestige among the slave-holding states. The issues at
stake only tended to strengthen her conservative bias; and Georgia
became the battleground of the most stubborn®contest between the
rival parties. In breathless excitement the North looked on, hoping

* that Georgia's action might check the drift toward disunion:

Except to address the State Legislature soon after President Lin-
coln’s election, Mr. Toombs, who was regarded as the leader of the
secession movement in Georgia, took no active part in the state canvass,
but remained at the national capital until January 7, 1861, when he
made his celebrated farewell speech. Howell Cobb, who had retired
from the cabinet of President Buchanan, was in the field; and ere
Thomas R. R. Cobb and Judge Eugemun A. Nisbet, both rﬁm-
verts. Another eloquent apostle of secession, whose tongue was fireless
in kindling the revolutionary fires, was Francis S. Bartow, an enthusias-
tic young Hotspur from Savannah. But the opposing side was repre-
sented with equal vigor of intellect by men like Herschel V. Johnson,
the Stephens brothers, Alexander H. and Linton, and Georgia’s mstch-
less orator, BenJamm H. Hill. In view of such an array of talent, it
is not surprising if Georgia's action was embarrassed when, like a
perplexed traveler in an unfamiliar region, she stood at the pnrtmg of
the ways,

» But events were soon to furnish the determining factors. On Decem-
ber 28, 1860, came the ne..iiof the burning of Fort Moultrie in Charles-
ton Harbor. ‘It proved an effective argument. Francis S. Bartow was

* Acts 1860, pp. 50-52,

t Bex. ‘e Journal, 1860, p. 58.

s'“dﬂ.lodm Boeordl " Vol. I Gnndla,pp 56-168.
ol II—9




oFe

736 GEORGIA AND GEORGIANS

addressing an audience in Atlanta, when telegraphic tidings reached
the platform, telling of this incendiary act. The dispatch was read
amid the wildest excitement. Flourishing the paper in the passionate
gir above him, -the speaker exclaimed in*language which carried the
temperature still higher:

““Can you talk of co-operation when you hear the thunder of cannon
and the clash of sabers from South Carolina?! Is the noble old state
to be left alone? Awake, men, awake! Acquit yourselves like
Georgians!'’ * e

From all”over the vast assemblage rose the lusty shouts, and the

" volume of sound seemed to roll in prophetic thunder southward to join

the approaching volleys of Fort Sumter. Bartow was soon to fall in
the blood-red arms of Menassas. There was reserved for him a priga-
dier’s uniform and a martys's crown. But no premonition of his
approaching death could chill the voice which now rang upon the
resonant air or dafken the row on which glistened the rising star of
Dixie. The fame of the brilliant young enthusiast, who subsequently
resigned his seat in the Confederate Congress at Montgomery, to lead
his regiment to battle in Virginia, will always be fragrant with the
sentiment with which he started for the front. Objection was raised
to his taking guns which belonged to the state and were likely to be
needed in defending the state from invasion. ‘‘But,’’ said he, “I go
to illustrate Georgia!"’ and with the fadeless fame of the gallant
martyr, one of the first to fall, this sentiment will forever be associated.

Resolved that the state should profit by the lesson of Fort Moultrie,
Governor Brown no sooner received the news from Charleston than he
directed Col. Alexander R. Lawton, commanding the First Regiment
of Georgia Volunteers, to seize Fort Pulaski, at the mouth of the Savan-
nah River. The order was executed on January 3, 1861. Georgia was
still in the Union. This executive step, therefore, was technical treason;
but the bold initiative was fully jugtified by the issues at stake. Gov-
ernor Brown knew Georgia well enough to reasonably anticipate the
action of the Secession Convention; and notwithstanding Georgia’s well-
deserved reputation for conservatism, she was credited ip this affair with
the most aggressive act of defiance recorded during hw history of this
period.

On January 16, 1861, the Secession Convention assémbled in Mil-
ledgeville.® This was unquestionably the ablest body of men ever con-
vened in Georgia; and its animating spiri. recalled the scene in Ton-
dec’s Tavern, where the colonial patriots assembled in 1775 to defy
the Crown of England. The foremost men of the state were ¢hosen as
delegates. George W. Crawford, one of Georgia’s most dintingpinhed
ex-governors, wielded the gavel. Albert R. Lamar, one of the state’s
wost brilliant editors, performed the duties of secretary. The conven-
{ion’s temporary chairman was Henry L. Benning, an ex-judge of the
Supreme Court of Georgia, afterward a Confederate brigadier general.
Toombs was on hand, kingly, imperious and eloquent. With the pres-

* tige of long established leadership, he was the cJen_trnl figure of the

' *‘‘Confederate Records,’’ Vol. 1. Candler, pp. 212-617. Federal Unior, Files,
" January, 1861 3
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distinguished gathering. In his physical and intellectual prime;* he
was the perfect flower of manhood ; and keyed for the.great fight ‘which
was shortly to begin, he was in very truth the, impassioned Mirabgau.
Lined upwn the same side with him, were Thomas R. R. CGobb;-Engénius
A. Nisbet, Augustus W. Reese and Francis S. Bartow. But, on the
other side, were Alexander and Linton Stephens, Hiram Warner, Heg-
schel V. Johnson and Benjamigg H. Hill. These were the great leade;
but scarcely less distinguished” were a score of ‘othiers. Ldoking over
this sea of anxious faces, whose grave calm foretells the coming storm,
it is easy to recognize the following notables: "

Alfred H. Colquitt, Henry L. Benning, Hiram P. Bell, Richard H.
Clark, Nathaniel M. Cx:g.wford, Samuel Hall, Henry R. Jackson, D. P.
Hill, L. J. Glenn, D.<C. Campbell,” Augustus H. Kenan, William T.
Wofford, Henry D. McDaniel, Washington Poe, David J. Bailey, Wil-
liam H. Dabney, W. M. Browne, Goode Bryan, William B. Fleming,
Henry R. Harris, H. R. Casey, T. M. Furlow, Alexander Means, C. J.
Munnerlyn, Willis A. Hawkins, Augustus H. Hansell, P. W. Alexander,
S. B. Spencer, J. P. Logan, N. A. Carswell, Carey W. Styles, John L.
Harris; Thomas P. Stafford and Piirmedps Reynolds. To quote Ex-Go¥,
Allen D. Candler’s ® careful analysis of i{s personnel : ‘

““It was probably the most representative body that ever assembled
in the state. The people sent up as delegates their wisest, purest, and
most conservative men, regardless of former political alignment. There
¢ame, from their respective counties, statesmen of ripest experience and
most unquestioned patriotism; men who, in the cabinet and in both
houses of the national Congress, had stood the peers,of the greatest in the
old Republic; profound jurists who had always eschewed politics and

. devoted their lives to the study of the constitution and the laws; ministers

of religion, venerated doctors of divinity, who had grown gray in
preaching the doctrine of peace on earth and good will to men; educated
planters from the cotton plantations of Middle and South Georgia and
the rice fields of the coast country who, by reason of their :;ﬁluence, had
always had abundant leisure to study public queati.ﬂ',lb and who were,
therefore, as well informed on these questions as their representatives in
the national House and Senate; small farmers from the . and
valleys of North Georgia and the wire-grass plains of Southm
lineal descendants.of the heroes of the first war for independence, who
had never owned a slave in their lives, but lovers of liberty, independ-
ence, and equal rights, and full of the fire that animated their revolu-
tionary, ancestors wheu they threw off the British yoke; bankers, mer-
chants, doctors, representatives of every class of people; all preferred
Union under the constitution, as interpreted by the Supreme Court, but
none 8o craven as to tamely submit to the domination of a party which
had denounced the constitution, reviled the Union, and defied the high-
est judicial tribunal in the world, without some sort of a guaranteé that
their honor would be res oted and their rights protected. They entered
upon their @uties by first invoking the guidance of the God of nations
and of men in thgir eil‘:rta to so steer the ship of state as to avoid both

* Tk Journal of the Becession Convention. ‘‘Confederate Records.’’ .Eauiler.
Vol. I, {1 1L
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Seylla and Charybdis, both disunion and dishonor. Such were the men
and such the manner in which they met the fearful cxisis that confronted
them.”’ '

Governor Brown was invited to occupy a secat on, the floor of the
convention. *Thie courtesy ,was likewise extended to two other distin-
guished Georgians: Hon, Howell Cobb and Judge Charles J. Jenkins. -
Every recognized political leader was in attendance upon the conven-
tion, But political lines were all obliterated; party watchwords and
shibboleths were all fused in the motto of D’Artagnan : ‘‘all for one and
one for alk”’ :

Addresses from two state commissioners, Hon, James L. Orr, of South
(Carolina, and Hon. John G. Shorter, of Alabama, set forth, in eloquent
terms, the action taken by these commonwealths and urged Georgia to
take the same decisive step, These preliminary exhortations greatly com-
forted the secessionists. But the clear note of challenge also served to
arouse the Unionists. « ' \

To quote Governor Candler again, th&e were three questions for the L
convention to consider: First—Has the state 8 right to withdraw from
the Union? Second-—Do the prevailing conditions require resort. to so
extreme a measure! Third—I1f these questions are determined in the
affirmative, should (eorgia exefcise the right and secede at once, regard-
less of the action of any other state, or should she postpone action and
wait for the co-operation of her sister Southern States.

With reference to the first question, there was a marked upanimity
of opinion. All were agreed as to the abstract right of a state to secede.
Duripg the first half century of the Republic’s life, there had been no
denil of this right, by any party, in any section of the Union. In fact,
three states, Rhode Island, New York, amd North Carolina, had ex-
pressly reserved this right on becoming members of the Union. At
the same time, some half dozen others, while not expressly reserving
the right, had by implication recognized it on entering the Confedera-
tion. Says Governor Candler:

“‘In New England, where the right to peaceably withdraw was now
most stubbornly denied to the Southern States, Jeaders of public senti-
ment not only claimed, but often threatened, on the hustings, op¥the
floors of Congress, and through the press, when questions affecting the-
interest of their section were under discussion, to resort to what tyey
called the ‘unquestioned right of:secession;’ and when the bill to
admit Louisiana into the Union was under discussion‘in Congress, a
distinguished son of Massachusetts (Josiah Quincy), declared that if
the bill should pass ‘it was his deliberate judgment that it would be
virtually a dissolution of the Union and would free the states from their
moral obligations; and as it would be the right of all, so jt would be .
the duty of some, definitely to prepare for a separation, amicably if
they can, violently if they must.” Indeed, at that time, when the Repub-
lic was young and many of those who had taken a part in its establish-
ment were still living, we hear of but few anywhere, North or South,
who denied this right to the states.”” ®

With respect to the second question above indicated, the cqggontion

—_— . |

* («Confedérate Records,’’ Vol. J, i 12-13.
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was likewise almost a unit. - The republican party had not only elected

a President but had secured half the seats in both houses' of‘angregs. £
This party was distinetly inimical to slavery. It denied to the ople

of thie South an equality of rights in the territories. It had trampled
upon the Constitution. . It had defied the Supreme Court of the United
States. < It had sought in every way to nullify the Fugitive Slave law:

It had preached fanaticism. It had reddened with ‘blood the soil of
Kansas. It had canonized John Brown ®and from such a' party, how-’

ever sugar-coated its platform in 1860, when votes were in demand,
there was nothing to be expected by the South; and its success at the

polls meant the deféat of constitutiopal government.

But while the convention was: united on two of these questions; it
was hopelessly divided on the Jist. This concerned ~the wisdom of
immediate secession, irrespective Of other states. It was Judge Nisbet
wlio precipitated a debate upon this issue by introducing”his fameus
rdlelutions, declaring that “‘in the opihion of this convention, it is the
right and duty of Georgia to secede from the present Union and to
co-operate with such of the other states as have or shall do the same,
for the purpose of forming a’ Southern ‘Confederacy, upon the basis
of the Constitution of the United States.”’ Thesé same resolutions also
called’ for the appointment of a ecommittee to report an ordinance of
secession.®

In lieu of this proposed action, ex-Gov. Herschel V. Johnson offered
his equal.y; famous substitute. It breathed a spirit of resistance, re
hearsed the story of repeated wrongs from which the South had long
suffered, and dealt in no lukewarm language with the dangers which
menaced free institutions, but in the interest of some urlanimity of
action it_advocated a convention of all the Southern States to meet in
Atlanta, at a date to be selected. The gist of the substitute was dis
union if necessary, but union if possible.

In support of the substitute, Governor Johnson, both the Stephenses
and Benjamin II. Hill made eloquent speeches, in which it was urged
that the most positive iron-clad instruections from the ballot-box could
not militate against the wisdom of this sound course which was dis-
tinetly in the interest of southern rights. But Judge Nisbet, Mr.
Toombs and Mr. Cobh stubbornly opposed postponement. They =
declared all delays to be dangerous. It was evident that both sides were :
actuated by the strongest love for the Union and by the deepest desire
to see the wrongs from which the state was suffering fully redressed.
The constitational right of secession was not traversed; and the only
difference of opirfion concerned the propriety of exercising the right to
accomplish the end in view. Stubbornly as the substitute was opposed,
it might have carried but for the argument of Mr. Cobb, who took the
position that better terms could be made outside the Union than within.

It was the opinion of Mr. Stephens that the eloquent Athenian turned
the tide of “battle by this master®2] but mistaken argument; and the
fact serves to emphasise the strength o1 the ties which still bound Georgia
to the Union. Despite Mrjgobb's powerful argument the Secessicnists

* Journal of tk . Secession Convention. ‘‘Confederate Records,’’ Vol. I, pp. .

229-230.
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might have encountered a Waterloo had it not beer for the part played
by a glass of brandy in turning the scales. Before the noon'recess Gover-
nor Johnson had begun a magnificent speech, fairly sweeping the con-
vention off. its feet. Jt was a masterful effort. The old governor was at
his best. Every sentence fang like a thunderbolt hurled from the arm
of Jupiter. But in the midst of its delivery Governor Johnson yielded
to a motion to adjourn. During -the noon recess, to revive his strength,
a stimulant was taken, the effect of which was to make his Brain sluggish.
The interrupted speech was resumed; but the magic spell was broken.
Governor Johnson’s supérb effort ended in an anti-climax. At last a
vote was taken. Governor Johnson’s substitute was rejected and Judge
Nisbet’s resolution was adopted by a vote of 166 yeas against 130 nays.®

This virtually settled the issue. The rest was purely formal. Patri-
otic solicitude for the welfare of the state in this solemn crisis was too
deep to admit of any demonstration which was not tempered by the
gravest decorum; but the excifgment was most intense. It is not always
the strongest and deepest passion whosc%orce is vented in trumpet tones
of thunder. Sometimes the wildest waves of emotion break only against
the breast; and-such was the profound feeling which characterized most
of the delegates to the secession convention, that even the victors were
awed into silence by a triumph whose sequel no seer could foretell.

The atloption of Judge Nisbet's resolution necessitated, at this stage
of the proceedings, the appointment of an ordinance committee of seven-
teen members and the delegates named were: Eugenius A. Nishet, chair-
man; Robert Toombs, Herschel V. Johnson, Francis S. Bartow, Henry
L. Benning, W. M. Browne, G. D. Rice, R. H. Trippe, T. R. R. Caobb,
A. 1. Kenan, A. H. Stephens, D. P. Hill, B. H. Hill, E. W. Chastain,
A. I Célquitt and Augustus Reese. g ,

It will be observed that secessionists and anti-secessionists both were
put upon the committee. This was because the sovereign voice of Georgia
had spoken; and it was logically expected that both parties should unite
in shaping the ordinance which was to constitute Georgia's declaration
of independence. Judge Nisbet drafted the ordinance which was duly
reported to the convention, declaring the ordinance of 1788 to be
rescinded and the State of Georgia to be in full possession of 'g#*sov-
ereign rights. This document deserves to be reproduced in full. Its
importance as a state paper is of the highest character. Besides, the
part which it played in this historic drama will invest it with a fasci-
nating interest for all time to come. It severed the tie of allegiance and
made Georgia an independent republic. The ordinance was as follows: {

‘“ AN ORDINANCE

“To dissolve the Union between the State of Georgia and other states
united with her under-a compact of government entitled: ‘The Consti-
tution of the United States of America.’

““We, the people of the State of Georgia, in Convention assembled, do

* Journal-of the Secession Convention. ‘‘Confederate Records.’” Candler. Vol.
L. p. 236, i i T

t Journalepf the Secession Convention. ‘‘Confederate Records.’’ Candler. Vol.
I, p. 25E*
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declare and ordain, and it is hereby declared and ordained: That the
ordinance adopted by the people of the State of Georgia in Convention,
oo the second day of January, in the year of our Lord seven hun-
dred and eighty-eight, whiéreby the Constitution of the {United States

of America was asSented to, ratified and adopted; and also all acts’ and-
parts of acts of the General Assembly of this State ratifying and adopt- -

ing amendments of the said Constitution are hereby repealed, rescinded
and abrogated. “ ) i =

““We do further declare and ordain: That the Union now snbsisting
between the State of Georgia and other states, under the name of ‘The
United States of America,’ is hereby dissolved, and that the State of
Georgia is in the fuil pogsession and exercise of gll those.rights of sover-
eignty which belong and appertain to a free and sovereign state.”’

Before the question was put upon the passage of the ordinance
Mr. Hill made one more final effort to save the day for the nnti-seges-
signists by moving in lieu thereof the adoption.of Governor Johnson’s
substitute; and on the motion the voté stood yeas 133, nays 164, show-
ing slight variations in the figares but no essential change in the result.
Judge Nisbet then moved the adoption the committee’s ordinance.
All hope of keeping Georgia within’the nien heing lost, many of the
anti-secessidnists supported the ordinance and the ballot stood 208 yeas
and 89 nays, forty-four anti-secessionists having joined the secession
camp. On this last ballot Mr. Hill voted for the ordinance; but Mr.
Stephens Judge Warner and Governor Johnson still demurred.

But the ordinance was eventually signed by all the members of the
secession convention, only six of the whole number signing the document
under protest. The dissenters were: James P. Simmons) Thomas M.
McRae, F. H. Latimer, David Welchel, P. M. Bird and James Simmons.
This formal act of attesting the document was consummated in the pres-
ence of the governor, statehouse officers and judges. The great seal of
the state was attached and the eventful scene was invested with all the
solemnity which attended the signing of the immortal scroll, amid the
blazing bonfires of Philadelphia in 1776.

It has been observed that a grave sense of responsibility tempered
somewhat the demonstration of applause with which the members of thi

convention themselves greeted the passage of the ordinance of secession. i

But this restraint was not shared by the multitudes at large, to whom
the news of the convention’s action came like the spark which ignites
the powder fuseand explodes the shell. All over Georgia the news was
borne on the crests of wild flames and voiced in the brazen accents of
delirious bells.

But among the rictous multitudes there were many sad-hearted men
who, while loyal to Georgia, deplored the necessity which had forced
this radical step. They were willing to share the fortunes of Georgia
for weal or for woe,_‘l‘mt they felé _ire like weeping than rejoicing when
they locked back upon_the old union and thought of the blood which
had sprinkled the doorpgis.and the lintels. Perhaps they also glanced
ahead and caught sickening sig(,gf the crimson holocaust. But the die

was cast. Geo, ria had spoken the word which meant separation. Not .~

-
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without moistened eyelids, but resolutely and firmly she had crossed the
threshold of the old homestead and now stood listening for kindred voices
in the twilight hush of the gray Confederate dawn.

Before adjournment, the convention appointed issioners to visit
the several Southern “States which still remained within the Union, to
inform them officially of Georgia’s action, and to urge upon these states
the paramount wisdom of a similar course. These commissioners were:
Henry. L. Benning, to Virginia; Ambrose R. Wright, to Maryland;
Henry-R. Jackson, to Kentucky; Hiram P. Bell, to Tennessee; Luther
J. Glenn to Missouri; D. P, Hill, to Arkansas; D. C. (,nmpbell to Dela-
ware; Samuel Half, to North Carolina: and J. W. A. Sanford, to Texas.
On Jannary 29, the convention adjourned to meet-in Savannah during
the month of March,

»

4

It is useless to deny that the precipitating cause of the great civil
conflict in America was siftvery,® byt its ultimate or real cause lay deeper
than the issues of African servitude; it involved principles older than
the common law of England, and sprang from the rsots of an Anglo-
Saxon race. It was a war for constitutional liberty, for local self-gov-
ernment, for home-rule; in short, for everything dear to hearts and to
hearthi-stones.  The right of secession has already been discussed at
some length in these pages. It is needless to enlarge upon it again. But
with respect to slavery, let us in closing this chapter endeavor to recall
certain well-established facts.

First: The only one of the English colonies in North America whose

.charter forbade African slavery and whose existence was derived from

a powerful humanitarian”impulse was the colony of Georgia. It was on
the petition of great moral leaders Tike George Whitefield and James
Iabershaw, reinforeed by the appeals of the pious Salzburgers, that
slavery was finally permitted by the trustees. It came in response to the
necessities of competition.  Nor was it until the han on slavery was

* The Value of Slaves.—From the southern standypoint, the institution of domestie
servitde was more firmly established in 1858 thanever before. The suggestion that
slavery was not ethieally right was frowned down and denied utteraice § number
of slaves in Georgia was almost equal to the number of white persons, and theirvalue
as property was considerably greater than that of all the land in the state, with town
and city prigperty included. The market value of slaves increased rapidly in the years
just preceding sovession.  Thronghout the preceding decade or two the rule for
pricing slaves had been to multiply the price of a pound o’ cotton by 10,000—e. g.,
if cotton «old at 12 eents, an able-bodied negro would be worth $1,200. But that rule
was now abundoned. The price of slaves rose 235 per cent in three years. Well grown
negro boys were sold in Milledeeville in 1560 for $2,000 each.

The project of emancipation, even with compensation to the master, found very
littie favor. Several plans were bronght forward to ‘strengthen «the local support of
the institution, whick might have been adopted had they been thought necessary for
the purpose. One of these was that one slave should be included in the homestead
Tegally exempt from levy or sale, in order to encourage every family to have one
slave. Tut even without such legislation the poorer whites were rightly thought to be,
in thousands of eases, ns sturdy defenders of the institution as those who owned
slaves, LA few individuals favored the reopening of the slave trade; but, as a Georgia
editor very aptly <aid: ‘“The southern people have no more ldu‘;ﬂ'nviﬂng the
Flave tggde than they have of admitting their slaves to the rights and privileges of
't'ilitf"-:’;f M'—**Georgia and State Rights,’” by Ulrich B. Phillips, p. 184,
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removed that the Dorchester Puritans crossed over from South Carolina,
and began to settle in-the Midway district. These coldnists were Qrm
nally froa Dorchester, Mass. They became in time the est slave-
owners in the state, cultivating immense plantuuons in the G,co‘rgla lo
lands and operatmg slaves in vast bodies. On somte of these plantnnons
as many as 500 slaves were employed. Rice and indigo were the chief
productn of agruulture, until cetton stimulated: by Whitney's mvcntlon
came to its coronation.

With the. resultant increase of nlave-labor, Georgia, in common with
the other states of the Seuth, found herself increasingly commritted to an
institution with which she was at first not in sympathy; and at the out-
break of the Civil war much of her material wealth was invested in
slaves. This property wagdcquired by legal purchase; it was protected
by constitutional safeguards; and, under the sacred law of inheritance,
its transmission from sire to son made it a possessiofl to be prized as a
birthright and to be defended with the heaft’s blood.

Biit the South’s interest in the slave trade was restricted lnrgel) to
its domestic features. The foreign slave traffic was carried on almost
exclusively, in New England bottonis. Peter Faneuil, who built old
Fanepil Hall, in Boston, ‘‘the eradle of American liberty,”’ made almost
his entire fortune out of the traffic which denied liberty to Afriecans.
At one time, in the harbor at Newport, Rhode Island, there were 170
vessels flying the slave-trader’s flag. The South did not impress the
negpo into slavery; but she did teach him the musical language of King
Alfred; she did train him to become an industrious if not a skillful
laborer; she did give him the consolations of religion: and she did com-
mit him in gentle bondage to a heavenly master. It can easily be proven
that the South did more to evangelize and to Christianize the black man
than have all the missionaries to the Dark Continent since Livingstone
entered the Congo.

If slavery became riveted upon the South, it was due not to ethical
but to economic reasons.  The late United States Senator John J, Ingalls,
of Kansas, himself a New Englander, has contributed this luminous spark
to the literature of servitude. Said he: “‘The conscience of New Eng-
land, in regard to servitude, did not hurt her so long as her pro in
the trade continued.”” But the chill winters of New England prov%
rigorous for a people whose original habitnt was underneath an equatorial
sun,

To attribute to conscience what belongs -to climate is an amusing
soph'stry almost Pickwickian in its droll humor; and, remembering how
prompt Néw England was to assert the doctrine of secession in 1814, it
requires no great stretch of the imagination to picture the Confederate
States of New England, had the cotton-plant been indigenous to the Con-
necticut Valley or had the mercury stood only ten degrees higher on the
commons of Beston, In such an event, Uncle Tom's cabin might today be
perelied upon Bunker Hill,

Slaves :wrmgonstltutmml"prnp(-rty; but, notwithstanding this fact,
thotsands of slave: Wm in the South had already commenced a gradual
process of manumifSior “d this policy might have prevailed had not
fanatics on the one side and fire-caters on the other forced us into an jron
argument. Less than 5 per cent of those who fought our battles were
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actual slave-holders. General Grant was still an owner of slave property
when he volunteered to fight the republic’s battles; while General Lee,

on the other hand, had released every slave at Arlington before laying £ \\\
his sword upon Virginia’s altar. In the end, the, South fought not for * 5 w4 ¢
African slavery but for Anglo-Saxon freedom; not to destroy the Union ‘ z . ~ .
of the states but to safeguard the great bulwark upon which it rested: g |
the Federal Constitution. e \ v
— : » CHAPTER V
SLAVEHOLDERS AND SLAVES IN GEORGIA IN 1860 * TEE ARSENAL AT AUGUSTA—GOVERNOR BRowN VISITS THE. ARSENAL,
' : AccoupaNiep BY Cor. HENRY R. JACKSON—REQUESTS THE FEDERAL
6,713 slaveholders owned each 1 slave GARRISON 710, WiTHDRAW—CaPTAIN ELZEY'S RerusaL—TRooPs
4,355 r oo 2 slaves CALLED OUY.T0, SEIZE THE ARSENAL—CAPTAIN ELZEY SURRENDERS—
f"::’ i ¢ : :: : Alpe ' 1 : Later BecoMEs o ConreperaTE OFFIGER—THIRTY-ElGHT Boxes or
7."243 #“ W ; .“ ; a . ' MuskeTs DESTINED FOR SAVANNAH SE1zED IN NEW Yorg HARBOR—
2,215 L ot 6 « y @ . GovERNOR BROWN ‘RETALIATES BY SEIZING SHIPS IN SaviaNNan Hag-
1,839 = ‘ o T 1 BoR—THESE OwNED BY NEw York CimizENs—THE Muskgers FiNALLY
I'MZ :: : : :‘ il : RELEASED—GEORGIA 'S DELEGATION TO THE CONFEDERATE PROVISIONAL
:'1(1,; “ W ,: “‘; oider I8 Coxgress, over WaicH HowgLL Coss PresipEs—AvLex. H. STEPHENS
2::323 “ L o 15 ¢ w 20 ¢ MabE VICE PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTHERN CONFEDERACY—THE SECES-
2,910 “ o o & Ay e 30 510N CONVENTION REASSEMBLES IN SAVANNAH—THE CONSTITUTION OF
1,400 . L LN 30 ¢ ¢ 40 1861—WrrtTEN BY T. R. R. CoBB—INDEPENDENT CoMPANIES READY
i N o e Pl o FOR ENLISTMENT—CALL PorR GEORGIA TROOPS AT APm«uoou—Two
;;; “ o “ ?3 TEET u',g J Hunprep AND Frrry CompaNIES RESPOND—THE FIRST REGIMENT OF
181 “ o 100 ¢« 200 v GEORGIA VOLUNTEERS ORGANIZED—GOES FIRST TO PENSACOLA, THEN TO
23 . . . 200 ‘¢ ¢ 300 VIRGINIA—THE First INDEPENDENT BATTALION—THE FirsT GEORGIA
7 "* a2 300 ¢ 0 500 : REGULARS—EARLY FIGHTING IN VIRGINIA—THE DEATH OF FRANCIS S.
1 A 500 ¢ ¢ 1,000 y . BarToW—THE STATE LEFT WrTHOUT GUNS8—FIRST AND LAST, GEORGIA
1,002k drer CONTRIBUTES NINETY-FOUR REGIMENTS AND THIRTY-SIX BATTALIONS TO
41,084 slaveholders owned. ... ........ceeeeret 462,198 slaves THE CONFEDERACY—COMMISSIONED OFFICERS FROM GEORGIA—MILITARY
B il OPERATIONS IN VIRGINIA DURING THE FALL OF 1861—GEORGIA TROOPS
* United States Census of 1860, 3 unNpeEr GEN. HENRY R. JACKS8ON—GOVERNOR BROWN ELECTED FOE A
Trirp TERM—SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN C'HURCH Is ORGANIZED IN
't » AUGUSTA. -
Written in coiperation with Prof. Joseph T. Derry.
Meanwhile important events were happening elsewhere. On the Sand
Hills near Augusta, where is situated the beautiful Town of Summerville,
was the arsenal, consisting of a group of buildings around a commodious
. and handsome parade ground. Here were stored 20,000 muskets, a large
quantity of munitions and a battery of artillery, all guarded by a com-
pany of United States troops under command of Capt. Arnold Elzey, of
. Maryland, later a major-general in the Army of the Confederate States.
On January_??d Governor Brown, accompanied by his aide-de-camp,
. How. Henry R. Jackson, who had been colonel of ‘Georgia volunteers in
. the Me‘wn war, and Col. Wm. Phillips, visited Captain Elzey and
Vo i made a verb# request that he withdraw his command from Georgia.
b s _ Upon Elzey’s refusal, Col. Alfred Cumming, commandipg the Augusta
’ < Battalion, was ordered to put his force in readiness to support the gov-
s " 745
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ernor’s demands. The troops thus called out were the Oglethorpe Infan-
try, Clinch Rifles, Irish Volunteers, Montgomery Guards, two eompanies
of minute men (from which was scon after organized the Walker Light
Infantry ), the Washington Artillery and the Richmond Hussars. As a
reinforeement to thtse came 200 mounted men from Burke County,
Georgia, and a company of infantry from Edgefield District, South
Carolina. In obedience ta instructions from J. Holt, seeretary of war
of the Ueited Stawes, who advised that no resistance be attempted against
greatly superior forees, Captain Elzey accepted the terms offered by
Govervor Brown ahd surrendered the arsenal.

The United States troops were not treated as prisoners of war, but
retained their arms and company property, ocenpied quarters at the
arseval, had free intercourse withi the eity and surrounding eountry and
were to have unobstroeted passage through and out of the state, by
water to New York via Savannah. Gne of the terms of surrender was that
the public property” was to be receipted for by the state authorities, and
aceonnted for upon u(lj‘||st|nunt Between the State of Georgia and the
United States,  The State of Georgia thus obtained 22,000 small arms,
two howitzers, two cannon and much ammunition,

During this same month of January, 1861, thirty-eight boxes of mus-
kets, that were about to be shipped from New York to Savannah, were
seizal and held, probably under orders of the governor of New York.
After a shawp remonstravee, which was unheeded, Governor Brown
direeted Colonel Lawton to-take sufficient military foree and seize and
hold every ship in the Harbor of Savannah belonging to eitizens of New
York. This caused a release of the guns, but beeause of delay in forward-
ing them other New York vessels were seized. When news was received
that the guns were on the way, the seized vessels were released.

Georgia's delogation to the Cor federate Provisional Congress, which
met at Mentgemery, Alabama, in Fehruary, consisted of Franeis S. Bar-
tow, George W. Crawford, Angustus [ Kenan, Alexander 1. Stephens,
Robert Toombs, Howell Cobb, Thomas R. R. Cobb, Benjamin Harvey Hill
ard Augnstus R, Wright, Hon. Howell Cobh was eleeted president of the
coneress.  His brother, Thes, R R Cobb, drafted the new republic’s
original Constitution. 1 ¥

When the provisioral geverrmint of the Confederate® States was
orwanized with Jefersen Davis of Mississippi as president and Alexan-
der T Stephers of Georgia as viee president, Robert Toombs of Georgia
was appointed seeretary of state,

The Geergia convention Tesumed its session at Savannah, March 7,
1561, ratitied the Confederate Constitution on March 16th, adopted- a
new State Constitution, antherized the issuance of treasury notes and
bends for reyenue for publie defense, tendered a tract ten miles square
for the Confederate seat of government and transferred to that govern-
ment the control-of military operations, as well as forts and arms. The
State Constitution of 1861, drafted by Thomas R. R. Cobb, differed in no
essential particulars from the Constitution of 1798. As an introductory
feature, however, it contafned a ‘‘Declaration of Fundamental Princi-
ples.*’

5 ) & AL o
Georgia had ready for_ény duty for which titey might be needed
yumetous independent co 1panies representing every arm of the service,
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some battalions and the First Volunteer Regiment of Georgia, organized
prior to the war and commanded by Col. A. R. Laww\n. This otﬁoér,
under instruetions from Governor,Brown, on the mominMJanuary 3,
1861, before the gecession of Georgia, had with d'etachmentz\(rom theé
Oglethorpe Light Infantry of Savannah, the Savannah Guards dnd fhc
Chatham Artillery seized Fort Pulaski, and a few days after secéssion
was accomplished occurred the taking of the. Augusta arsenal t?y th.e \
Augusta Independent Battalion aifl other troops, as already told-in this
chapter.

In March the government of the Confederate States called upon
Georgia for-troops for Pensacola, Florida. The governor accordingly
issued & call for volunteers, The enthusiastic response was the tender of
their services by 250 co jes. From these 250 companies ten were

Al.mmni H. STEPHENS
Vice-President of the Confederate States, Member of
Congress and Governor o

formed into a regiment at Macon and organized as the First Regiment
of Georgia Volunteers, with James N. Ramsey as colonel. These were
sent to Pensacola and about six weeks later to Virginia, where in the
Lacrel Hjll campaign tliey were the first Georgia troops to experience
actual war.

The First Independent Battalion of Georgia, under Maj. Peter H.
Larey, consisting of four companies, was also sent to Pensacola,
to which was added a company under Capt. G. W. Lee from Atlanta,
being the first troops that had gone from Georgia to Pensacola.

The ‘Georgia Secession_ “»nvention, prior to its adjournment at Mill-
edgeville o Ti¥et in March at Savannah, had authorized the equipment
of twop regiments, 49 be either all infantry or infantry and artillery as
the governor should declle. Before the organization of these two regi-
ments e¢cald be completed active hostilities began. Therefore the com-
panies al.;ady formed were consolidated into one command uuder Col.

.,
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Charles. J. Williams and turned over to the Confederate Government as
the First Georgia Regulars. y . .

Thus we see there were three First Georgia regiments. But since the
First Kegiment of Georgia Volunteers under Col. James N. Ramsey were
the first of the tlirée to experience real war, the men of that regiment
always felt that they had the clearest right to the name. They were
camped on the outskirts of Richmond, when Big Bethel, the first field
engagement of the war, was fought and won by North Carolina and Vir-
ginia troops. President Davis made a speech to them the day before
their departure ffom Richmond for Staunton, whence after a few days’
rest they began their march across the Shenandoah, Allegheny and Cheat
Mountains to join the little army under Brig.-Gen. Robert S. Garnett at
Laurel Hill. Here they skirmished successfully for several days with
McClellan’s advence troops and, when the flank of Garnett’s position at
Laurel Hill had been tarned by tie fall of the post at Rich Mountain,
shared with Garnett’s troops the severe hardships of a retreat conducted
with great skill by their gallant Teader until his death at Carrick’s Ford,
where the Federal pursuit was halted. Reaching at last Monterey, where
they were met by reinforcements under Brig.-Gen. Henry R. Jackson, of
Georgia, and went into camp, they heard with delight the news of the
first great pitched battle of the war at Manassas, the thunder of whose
artillery had been heard by them at intervals on that ever memorable
21st of July, 1861, the reverberations from that distant field rolling
through valleys between hills and mountains far away to the northwest
and exciting wonder and many conjectures, until late that night a courier
rode into Monterey with the report of overwhelming victory.

To the Virginians apd Georgians of the lamented Garnett’s little army
how thrilling was the story of the Q&nd of the ‘‘Stonewall Brigade,”” of
Bee, the gallant Carolinian, who shortly before his death had uttered the
words which gave to Jackson and his men the name which they were to
make immortal ; of Francis 8. Barton, whose Seventh and Eighth Georgia
shared equal glories with ‘“Stonewall’’ Jackson’s men and Jones’ Fourth
Alabama. The last words of Barton, ‘‘They have killed me, but never
give up the fight,”’ were like a bugle call to valorous deeds that found
an echo in the hearts of southern patriots ready to do or d'\edn the cause
of home and native land. d ' ¥ e

At the time of the first battle of Manassas, Georgia had organized
17.000 men had armed and equipped them herself at an expense of
$300,000, When in September, 1861, Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston, com-
manding the Department of the West, called upon the governors for
arms, Governor Brown was compelled to reply with great regret: ‘“There
are no arms belonging to the state at my disposal. All have been
¢xhausted in arming the volunteers of the state riow in the Confederate
serviee in Virginia, at Pensacola and on our own coast, in all some twenty-
three regiments: Georgia has now to look to the shot-guns and rifles in
the hands of her people for coast defense, and to-guns which her gun-
smiths are slowly manufacturing.”

Allowing for re-enlistments and reorganization of commands, Georgia
from firsy to last gave to the cause of the Confederate States ninety-four
regiments and thirty-six battalions, embracing every amn of the service.

There were commissioned from Georgia the following general officers:
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Major-Generals—Howell Cobb, Lafayette McLaws, David Emanuel
Twiggs, Wm, H. T. Walker, Ambrose Ransord Wright and Pierce M. B.
Young. Brigadier-Generals—E. Porter Alexander, e T. Ander-
son, Robert H. Ahderson, Francis S. Barton, Henry L. Benning, Wm.
R. Boggs, Wm. M. Browne, Goode Bryan, Thomas Reed Rootés™ Cobb,
Alfred H. Colquitt, Philip Cook, Charles C.' Crews, Alfred Cumming,
George Pierce Doles, Dudléy M. Du Bose, Clement A. Evans, Wm. N
Gardner; Lucius J. Gartrell, Vitor J, B. Girardy, George P.-Harrison,
Alfred Iverson, Henry Rootes Jackson, John K. Jackson, A. R. Lawton;
Hugh W. Mercer, Paul J. Semmes, James P. Simms, Wm. Duncan Smith,
Moxley Sowel, Marcellus A. Stavall, Bryan M. Thomas, Edward Lloyd
Thomas, Robert Toombs, Claudius C. Wiison and Wm. T. Wofford. Of
these Brig.-Gen. Clemgnt A. Evans commanded a division for the last
five months of the war and it is said that commissions as major-general
had beeq made out for him and for Brig.-Gen. Menry L. Benning just
before the collapse of the Confederacy.” -

* Georgia furnished three licutenant-generals, Wm. J. Hardee, John B.
Gordon and Joseph Wheeler, the latter of whom became a citizen of Ala-
bama gnd congressman from that state. General Gordon commanded a
corps for the last five or six months of tiie war and was informed that his
commission as lieutenant-general had been issued just before the fall of
Richmond and Petersburg. Lieut.-Gen. James Longstreet who made his
home in Gainesville, Georgia after the war, was, like Gordon and Evans,
» private member of Atlanta Camp No. 159, U. C. V., and.all that was
mortal of him sleeps in Georgia soil. n

The naval officer of highest rank from Georgia was Commodore
Josiah Tattnall. '

Of civil officers of the Confederacy and members of the military staft
of President Davis; the following were from Georgia: Vicé President
Alexander H. Stephens; First Secretary of State Robert Toombs; Assist-
ant Secretary of the Treasury Philip Clayton; John Archibald Campbell,
assistant secretary of war; Alexander Robert Lawton, quartermaster-
general of the Confederate States; Isaac Munroe St. John, commissary-
general; Wm. M. Browne, an Englishman by birth, but a citizen of
Georgia, assistant secretary of state; and James D. Bullock, naval agent
to England. ﬁﬁ

The military operations in Virginia during the fall of 1861 ‘most
important. The First and Twelfth regiments of Georgia Volunteers
served in the division of Brig.-Gen. Henry R. Jackson of the army com-
manded by Gen. Robert E. Lee in the Cheat Mountain campaign, in
which there were hard marches, skirmishes and heavy picketing, but no
battle. They also served under Henry R. Jackson in the battle of
Greenbriar River, October 3, 1861, repulsing the attack of General Rey-
nolds, and until the end of the fall scouted and skirmished from the
foot of the Alleghanies to the summit of Cheat Mountain. Early in
December.the First Gees s, now in Loring’s division, left the mountains
and, nlarching through the lovely Valley of the Shenandoah, joined the
ariny. under ** $#newgll”’ Jackson, camped just outside of the patriotic
little City of Winchxﬂu

Ti  Twelfth Regiment of Georgia Volunteers rémained with*Edward
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Johnsoa, now a brigadier-general, and on the 13th of December, 1861,
acted an heroic part in the brilliant little victory at Camp Alleghany.

In the fall of 1861 there was a gubernatorial election. Gov. Joseph
E. Brown had already been twice elected to this high office, and never

in the history of the state had anyone held the governorship for three

consecutive terms. But some of the most influential men in Georgia
urged Governor Brown to run again.

Hon. Eugenius A. Nisbet was nominated by the opposition. But the
vote stood 46,493 for Brown, 32,802 for Nisbet, a majority cof 13,691 for
Governor Brown.

On December 12, 1861, in the old Flm Presbyterian Church of
Augmta——une of the most famous of the state’s ecclesiastical landmarks—
the first general assembly 4 the Southern Presbyterian Church met, and
here what is known as the ‘‘Presbyterian Church in the United Slmes"
was organized.™ Rev. Jogn R. Wilson, D. D, the father of our present

‘great chief-executive, President Woodrow Wilson, was then pastor of

the Augusta church. He was also the gerferal assembly’s first stated
clerk. Dr. Benjamin M. Palmer of New Orleans preached the opening
sermon and was the general assembly’s first moderator.

»
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CHAPTER VI

Georoia’s Coist DEFENsES FoUND 10 BE INADEQUATE—GEN. GEORGE P.
- HarrisoN ORGANIZES A BRIGADE OF STATE TrOOPS—LACK OF ARMS—
Gen. F. W. Capers aNp Gex. Wu. H. T. WaLKER ALso ORGANIZE
Bmmni:s—'l'uz CoxMMmIssARY DEepARTMENT—THOMAS BuTLEr Kina
SeENT T0 EUROPE—GEORGIX SPENDS ;1000000 170 EqQuir Forr
PurLaski—CoMMODORE  JOSIAH TATTNALL OrGaNIZES A MosquiTo
FLeer—THE Famous Steamsuip FINGAL, AFTER EVADING THE
BLOCKADE, ENTERS SavANNAH HArBOR WITH MiLITARY SUPPLIES,
IncLuping 10,000 ExgeLp RipLes—Capr. JaMes D. Burrocn, Its

¢+ CoMMANDER—GEN. Ht\mnv R, JacksoN Pur 1N ComMMAND ok StiTE

TrooPs—REGIMENTS ORGANIZE IN (GEORGIA DURING THE FirsT YEAR
oF THE WAR—ALL ENLISTMENTS FOrR TweLvE MonTtis, Bur Many
Re-ENLisT AT THE EXPIRATION OF THIS TERM—THE SECOND GEORGIA
BarraLioN oF INPANTRY—HoOw It Was OrGaAN1ZED—CAPT. PEYTON
H. Corquirr 1x CHARGE OF FORTIFICATIONS AT SEWELL’S PoINT,
ViRGINIA—THE CONFEDERATE CONGRESS AUTHORIZES ENLISTMENTS
rOR THE WAR—ORGANIZATION TO ENLisy UNpER THE NEW TERMS—
Coss’s LecioN—PrmLirs’ LeEcioN—LisT oF REMAINING GEORGIA
Comuanps, witH Tuer Various FieLps or OPERATION.

Written in codperation with Prof. Joseph T. Derry.

Early in September, 1861, Governor Brown having visited the
Georgia coast and having found the defenses inadequate, appointed
George P. Harrison brigadier-general of state troops and ordered that he
organize a brigade and arm it as far as possible with army rifles, and
supply the balance with country rifles and shot-guns. E&igﬂdc was
rapidly formed of volunteers eager for the service and on in good
condition F. W. Capers, likewise commissioned soon, had another bri-
gade in readiness, while a third brigade was speedily put in readiness
by Brig-Gen. W. H. T. Walker, lately of the United States Regular
Army.

During this period Ira R. Foster acted as state quartermaster gen-
eral and Col. J. I. Whitaker as state commissary general. Hon. Thomas
Butler King had been to Europe as commissioner to arrange for direct
trade. Georgia had spent $1,000,000 in equipping Fort Pulaski and
other fortifications 'in arming and maintaining troops and in other ex-
pensgs of the wat, ificluding steamers for coast defense.

Conimodore Josiah Tattnall, a native of Georgia, wlo in the United
States NdVy Tiadgwon distinetion in China and Japan and was now in the
(onfederate service-having been appointed commodore in March, 1861,

<.ad been diligently at work all summer and with such guns as could
Vol. II—10 .
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be procured and mounted on a river stcamer and a few tugs, organized

what was styled a mosquito fleet, and from Port Royal southward aided .

vessels coming from England with war supplies. The gallant commo-
dore was of great help to Brig.-Gen. A. R. Lawton and his second in
tommand Brig.-Gen. Hugh Mercer, whose forces consisted of some 5,500
well equipped and drilled- Confederate troops including 500 cavairy and
three batteries of artillery, and who also had in easy call 3,000 state
‘troops ‘‘armed in a fashion'’ but eager to render any service required.

After the capture by the Federal fleet of Forts Walker and Beaure-
gard and the occupation of Hilton Head by the enemy, Tattnall brought

« off his little fleet with safety and drove off Lient. James H. Wilson, later

a great Federal cavalry leader, when he with forces from the Union
fleet and army was trying to remove some piles that had been driven
down in the channels which open into the river on the north and south
of Fort Pulaski, in order to compel Federal gunboats attempting to
approach Savannal to pass under the fire of Fort Pulaski’s guns.

In "November, 1861, the famous steamship Fingal, that had been
bought on the Clyde in September, 1861, by Capt. James D, Bullock of
Georgia, naval agent of the Confederate stafes, and which had sailed
from Greenock, Scotland, early in October under the British flag and with
a British captain, under the direction of Captain Bullock and Pilot
Meakin, having evaded the blockaders, entered the port of Savannah.
She brought 10,000 Enfield rifles, 1,000,000 ball cartridges, 2,000,000
percussion caps, 3,000 cavalry sabers, 1,000 short rifles and cutlass
bayonets, 1,000 rounds of ammunition to the rifle, 500 revolvers and
ammunition, two large rifled cannon, two smaller rifled guns, 400 bar-
rels of cannon powder, besides medical stores and material for clothing.
Of this rich cargo 1,000 Enfie}d ritles had been shipped directly to Gov-
ernor Brown and 9,000 for the Confederate government. Gen. Robert E.
Lee. who at this time commanded all the coast defenses of South Caro-
lina and Georgia, ordered one-half of these to be distributed among the
troops of South Carolina and Georgia on condition that the troops re-
ceiving them would enlist for three years or for the war.

Gen. Henry R. Jackson, who- as brigadier-general, commanded
Georgia troops in the West Virginia campaign of CJ 4t Mountain and
along the Greenbriar River during the summer and fall of 1861, having
been appointed by Governor Brown major-general of state forces, as-
sumed command December 28, 1861, with headquarters at Savannah.

Before entering upon the events of 1862 it is well to name the com-

mands enlisted in Georgia from the first to the closing months of the
war letween the states,

List or Georaia TrooP§

The First Regiment of Georgla Volunteers, twelve-month troops,
served ai Pensacola, Florida, and in Virginia. When the term of en-
listment expired, four companies re-enlisted as the Twelfth Georgia
. Battalion of Artillery.

Fhe First Volunteer Regiment of Georgia. orgu;zbd before the war,

sserved on the Georgia coast until 1864, then in the Army of Tennessee

auntil llu close of the war.

N
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The First Georgia Regulars served in \'lrgmla

The Second Regiment of Georgia Volunteers, enlqted June ] 1861
served through the war in the Army of Northern Virginia.

The Third Regiment of Georgia Volunteers enlisted May"8, }_§_6(: and
served on the North Carolina coast a short thme, then in the Army of
Northern Virginia. Its first colonel, Ambrose R. Wright, became ma,]gr-
general.

The Second Regiment of‘beorgia Volunteers, although classed as
second, did not complete its organization until June 1, 1861. It served
in the Army of Northern Virginia and its first colonel, Paul J. Semmes,
became Urigadier-general and was mortally wounded at Gettysburg.

The organization of the Fourth Regiment of Georgia Volunteers was °

ecompleted April 26, 1&81 It served in the Army of Northern Virginia
and had the distinction. of giving twe brigadier-generals to the Con-
federate Army, viz: its first colonel, George I'. Doler,“and its first
adjutant and later colonel, Philip Cook.

" The organization of the Fifth Regiment of Georgia Voluntcen was
completed May 11, 1861. It served at Pensacola through 1861, then in
the Army of Tenneaee, then ofthe Georgm coast and after, the fall of
Savannah in the Army of Tennessee again. Its first colonel, John K.
Jackson, became a brigadier-general.

The Second, Third, Fourth and Fifth regiments were twelve-month
troops like the First. At the expiration of this term they re-enlisted
for the war. Four companies of the First did the same, while the other
companies of this command enlisted in various organizations. Thus by
June 1, 1861, five twelve-month infantry regimen,.u had been formed in
addition to the First Volunteer Regiment of Georgia and the First Reg-
ulars. In addition to these were the First and Second Georgia infantry
battalions, the Washington Artillery of Augusta, the Chatham battery
of Savannah, the Hardaway battery of Columbus and a large number
of companies as yet unassigned. The governor was beset with requests
for arms, equipments and orders to march to Virginia by volunteers,
who pressed in faster than they could be used.

The Second Georgia battalion of infantry had been organized un-
der the following circumstances: Governor Letcher of Virginia had
on April 19, 1861, telegraphed to Governor Brown Mingmor
three companies to go immediately to Norfolk, Virginia. ernor
Brown immediately telegraphed to Macon, Columbus, and Griffin, for
companies that were waiting orders, and gave but half an hour for
leliberation. The response was quick and in less than twenty-four hours
four dompanies, viz., the Floyd Rifles, Macon Volunteers (both of

- Macon), the City Light Guards of Columbus and the Griffin Guards

were on their way to Virginia. Capt. Thomas Hardeman of the Floyd
Rifles of Macon was elected -battalion commander, with rank of major.
After reaching Norfolk Capt. Peyton H. Colquitt of the City Light
Guards of Columbus, v_'fh his own company and detachments of Vir-
ginia, organizations, was s pUL in charge of a fortification at Sewell’s Point.

"Here on May- 1861, the United States steamer Monticello accom-

panied by a tugimade a vigorous but fruitless attack. Because of
the lack of a Confederate flag the Georgia flag of Colquitt’s company
was p nted on the ramparts during the engagement. During the hot-
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test fire two members of the Light Guards went to the outside of the
works and removed the sand, which obstructed one of the port holes of
the battery.

It was.in May, 1861, that the Confederate Congregs first authorized
enlistments for the full fefm of the war. Francis S. Barton, captain
of the Oglethorpe Light Infantry of Savannah, at once obtained by
tetegram the consent of his company and offered their services with his
own for the war. Going to Virginia they became a part of the famous
Eighth Regiment of Georgm Volunteers.

The earliest regiments enlisted for the war from Georgla were: the
Sixth, Col, (later Brig-Gen.} Alfred H. Colquitt; the Seventh, Col. L. J.
Gartrell; Eighth, Col. Francis S. Barton, who was mortally wounded at
First Manassas while leading a brigade; Ninth, Col. E. R. Goulding;
Tenth, Col. LaFayette McLaws, who to major-general; Eleventh,
Col. George T. Anderson, who becam q;mher-gemral Twelfth, Col.
Edward Johnson, who rose to major-general; Thirteenth, Col. Walker
Ector, who upon his death was succeed® by Marcellus Douglas.

The Sixth Regiment served in Virginia, in North Carolina, in Florida,
again in Virginia and finally in North Carolina. ;

The Seventh, Eigth, Ninth and Eleventh regiments served through-
out the war in the sArmy of Northern Virginia except when with Long-
strect at ¢thickamauga and in East Tennessee.

The Tenth Regiment served throughout the war in the Army of
Northern Virginia.

The. Twelfth Regiment served in West Virginia in 1861, and after-
ward in the Army of Northern Virginia to the end of the war.

The Thirteenth Regiment gerved in 1861 in West Virginia; in De-
cember, 1861, was sent to Gen. R. E. Lee a4 Charleston; in the spring of
1862 served with distinetion on the Georgia coast on Whitemarsh Island,
was then sent back to Virginia and served in the Army of Northern Vir-
ginia to the end of the war.

One of the other organizations of this early period was the Georgia
Legion, called Cobb’s Legion from its first commander, and composed
of sevenn companies of infantry, four of cavalry and one of artillery.
Its first commander, Col. Thomas R. R. Cobb became brigadicr-gpiieral
and was mortally wounded at the battle of Fredericksburg. Its lieus
tenant-colonel, P. M. B. Young rose to be major general. The last colonel,
G. I. Wright, was acting brigadier-general at the close of the war.
This legion served mostly in the Army of Northern Virginia, was with
Longstreet at Chattanooga and in East Tennessee. Ten companies, as
the Ninth Georgia Cavalry served under Hampton in the final campaign
in the Carolinas,

A similar legion organized and commanded by Col. Wm. Phillips,
known as the Phillips’ Georgia legion, served first under Floyd in West
Virginia, next for a few months on the Georgia coast, then in the Army
of Northern Virginia, then with Longstreet in East Tennessee. Its

. cavalry companies served with Wade Hampton in Virginia through 1864

and were with him in 1865 in the campaign of the Carolinas.
Wi completejthe list of Georgia’s commands and where they served

.as fullv\\ Sty
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Fourteenth Regiment of Georgia Infantry—In West Virginia, then
in the Army of Northern Virginia.

* Fifteenth Regiment of Georgia Infnntr;—\\'xth Army of\hor'huru
"uglma and with Longstreet in East Tennessee and again in V. 1Pguua
. 'Sixteenth Regiment of Georgia Infantry—Virginia, East Tenresste, .
Virginia. Its colonel, Howell Cobb, became major- -general and Lieut.- .
Col. Gbode Bryan became brigadier- general

Seventeentn Regiment of Georgia-Jnfantry—Virginia, East Ten-
nessee and Vi lrgmm Its colonel, H. L. Benning, became brigadier-gen-
eral.

Eighteenth Regiment of " Georgia Infantry—Virginia throughout
the war. Its first colonel, Wm. T. Woiford, became brigadier-general.

Nineteenth Régiment of Géorgia Infantry—In Virginia, North
Carolina, Virginia and North Carolina agdin.

Twentieth Regiment of Georgia Infantry—In Virginia, East Ten-
‘nessee and 'Virginia. Its first colonel, Wm. Duncan Smith, became
P*lgadler-general and died at Charlestan, South Carolina, in 1862,

Twenty-First Regiment of Georgia Infantry—In Virginia.

Twenty-Second Regiment of Georgia Infantry—In Virginia. 4

Twenty-Third Regiment ‘of Georgi?i" Infantry—In Virginia, in
Florida, again in Virginia and in North Caralina.

Twenty-Fourth Regiment of Georgia Infantry—In Virginia.

Twenty-Fifth Regiment of Georgia Infantry—In Georgia, South
Caroling . Mississippi, at Chickamauga, Georgia, in Georgia, Tennessee
and Northi Carolina.  Its colonel, Claudius C. Wilson, became brigadier
general after Chickamauga and died the same month.

Twenty-Sixth Regiment of Georgia Infantry—On Ggorgia Coast,
then in Virginia.

Twenty-Seventh Regiment of Georgia Infantry—In Virginia, North
Carolina, Florida, Virginia and last in North Carolina.

Twenty-Eighth Regiment of Georgia Infantry—In Virginia, North
Carolina, Florida, Virginia and last in North Carolina.

Twenty-Ninth Regiment of Georgia Infantry—In Department of
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, Mississippi, Tennessee, Georgia,

- North Carolina.
Thirtieth Regiment of Georgia Infantry-—In Department of South

Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, Mississippi, Tennessce, Georgia, North' !
Carolina.

Thirty-First Regiment of Georgia Infantry—In all the campmgns of
Army of Northern Virginia after first Manassas. Its major, C. A.
Evans, became, brigadier-gencral and was acting major-general at
Appomattox.

Thirty-Second Regiment of Georgia Infantry—In Department of
Georgia, South Carolina, and Florida, was at Olustee, Battery Wagner
and in North Carolina. Its colonel, Geo. P. Harrison, was acting brig-
adier-general at the surrender.

The Thirty-Third Regiment ¢ Zeorgia Infantry never completed its
organization and u‘al‘\merged in other commands.

Thirty-Fourth Regmw of Georgia Infantry-—In East Tennessee,
Kentucky, Mississippi, Georglﬂ Tennessee, and campaign of the Caro-
linas.

o~
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Thirty-Fifth Regiment of Georgia Infantry—-In all campaigus of
Army of Northern Virginia. Its first colonel, Edward L. Thomas, became
hrigadier-general. ' :

Thirty-Sixth Regiment of Georgia Infantry (formed in part from the
First Georgia Independent Battalion)—At Pensacola, Tennessee, Mis-
sissippi, Georgia aid North Carolina. Its first colonel, J. B. Villapigne.
became a brigadier-general. -

First Confederate Regiment of Georgia Infantry (partly from First
Georgia Independent Battalion and other commands)—In Tennessee,
Georgia and the Carolinas,

Thirty-Seventh Regiment of Georgia Infantry (formed in part from
two splendid battalions, the Third and the Ninth)—In Tennessce, Georgia
and the Carolinas.

Thirty-Eighth Regiment of Georgia Infantry (formed from Augustus
R. Wright's Georgia Legion and detachments from other commands)—
In the Army of Northern Virginia from 1862 to :Appomallox

Thirty-Ninth Regiment of Georgia Infal&r}——[n Tennessee, Ken-
tucky, Mississippi, Georgia and the Carolinas.

lnrtleth Regiment of Georgia Infantry—In Tennessee, Mississippi,
Georgia and the Carolinas.

Forty-First Regiment of Georgia Infantry—In Tenness®e, Missis-
sippi, Kentucky. Mississippi, Tennessee, Georgia and the Carolinas.

Forty-Second Regiment of Georgia Infantry—In Tennessee, Missis-
sippi, Kentucky, Mississippi, Tennessee, Georgia and the Carolinas.

Forty-Third Regiment of Georgia Infantry—In Tennessee, Missis-
sippi, Kentucky, Mississippi, Tennessee, Georgia and the Carolinas.

Forty Fpurth Regiment of Georgla Infantry—In Army of Northern
Virginia.

Forty-Fifth Regiment of Georgia Infantry—in Army of Northern
Virginia.

Forty-Sixth Regiment of Georgia Infantry—Georgia, South Carolina,
Mississippi, Tennessee, Georgia and the Carolinas. Its colonel, Peyton
H. Colquitt, was killed at Chickamauga, leading a brigade.

Forty-Seventh Regiment of Georgia Infantry (made up from the
Eleventh Georgia Battalion)—In Georgia, Tennessee, ‘Georgia and the
Carolinas.

Forty-Eighth Regiment of Georgia Infantrv—ln Army of Northern
Virginia.

Forty-Ninth Regiment of Georgia Infantry—In Army of Northem
Virglnia.

Fifticth Regiment of Georgm Infantry—In Army of Northern Vir-

ginia.
Fifty-First Regiment of Georgia {nfantry—In Army of Northern
Virginia.

Fifty-Second Regiment of Georgla Infantry—East Tennessee, Ken
tucky, Mississippi, Tennessee, Georgia and the Carolinas.

Fifty-Third Regiment of Georgia Infantry—In Virginia, East Ten-
ness®é and Virginia.

Fifty-Fourth Regiment of Georgia Infantn-—(.eorgm South Caro-
lina, in Army of Tennedsee from Dalton to the end of the campaign gf
the Catolinas, %

L]
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Fifty-Fifth Regiment of Georgia Infantry—East Tennessee, Ken-
tucky and detached service.
Fifty-Sixth Regiment of Georgia Infantr}—Eaxt Tennessee, an-
tucky, (Georgia and the Carolinas., ™
Fifty-Seventh Regiment of Georgla Infantry-—Enst Tennessee; Ken
tucky, Georgia and the Carolinas, -

Fifty-Eighth Regiment of Georgia Infantry—Record not available.

Fifty-Ninth Regiment of Georgia Infantry—Sounth Carolina, Georgia,
Virginia, Tennessee and "Virginia. .

Sixtieth Regiment of Georgia Infantry—In Virginia until the end,

Sixty-First Regiment of Georgia Infantry—In Virginia unti! the
end.

Sixty-Second Regxment of Georgia Infantry-—lu North Carolina and
Virginia.

Sixty-Third Regiment of (:eorgm “Infantry —In South Carolina,
Georgia, Atlanta campaign and campaign of the Carolinas. .

Sixtg#Fourth Reglment of Georgia* Infantry—In Florida ‘and Vir-
ginia.

Sixty-Fifth Regiment of Georgm Infantry—ln East Tennessee, »
Georgia and the Carolipas.

Sixty-Sixth Regiment of Georgm Infnntr)-—ln Geurgia, Tennessee
and the Carolinas. .

First Battalion of Georgia Sharpshooters—On Georgia coast, in Ten-
nessee, in Georgia and Tennessee campaigns, and in the Carolinas.

Second Batidlion of Georgia Sharpshooters—In Tennessee, Georgia
and the Carolinas.

Third Battalion of Georgm Sharpshooters—In Virginia, Tennessce
and Virginia.

Fourth Battalion of Georgia Infantry—At Hilton Head, South Caro

_lina, then merged in the Sixtieth Infantry and served in Virginia.

Fourth Battalion of Georgia Infantry—In Tennessee, Georgia and
the Carolinas.

Fifth Battalion of Georgia Infantry merged in other commands.

Seventh Battalion of Georgia Infantry (consolidated with the Sixty-
First)—It served in Virginia.

Eighth Battalion of Georgia Infantry—In South Carolmn Georgia,
Mississippi, Tennessee, Georgia and the Carolinas.

Ninth Battalion of Georgia Infantry—In Tennessee and Kentucky,
and after battle of Murfreesboro was united with the Thlrd Battalion
to form the Thirty-seventh Georgia Infantry, which see.

Tenth Battalion of Georgia Infantry—In Georgia, Virginia, North
Carolina and Virginia.”

Eleventh Battalion of Georgia Infantry—On Georgia coast, then
merged with the Forty-seventh Georgia, which see.

Twelfth Battalion of Georgia Infantry (organized as artillery)—In
Tennessee, Georgia and Virginia.

Thirteenth Battalion of Georgia Infantry—On Georgia coast; united
with Oglethorpe Artillery-faom the Tweirdi Artillery Battalion and six
other companies to form the Sixty-third Georgia, which see.

Seventeenth Battalion of G&I‘anantry—(}hauged to the Ninth,
which see. -
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Eighteenth Battalion of Georgia Infantry—Made up of the Savannah
Volunteer Guards Battalion, one of -the crack commands of the state
before the war. It served in 1862 on the Georgia coast. In July, 1863, a
detachment from this command, with detachments from the Sixty-third
Regiment and Twelfth Battalion of Artillery, formed part of the gar-
rison of Battery Wagner in Charleston Harbor.

Smith’s Georgia Legion (Col. Sumner J. Smith) just afier the Ken-,
tucky campaign gave its infantry companies to form a great part of t.he
Sixty-fifth Georgia Infantry Regiment, while the cavalry companies were
the main component of Col. John R. Hart's Sixth Georgia Cavalry.

The Thomas Georgia Legion served in East Tennessee and Southwest
Virginia.

Wright's Georgia Legion and the Twenty-fifth Battalion of Infantry
were united to form the Thirty-eighth Regiment of Infantry, which see.

GEONGIA ARTILLERY COMMANDS

Ninth Battalion (t Gate City Guards of Ramsey’s First Georgia
Infantry were part of this battalion) —Tennessce, Kentucky and Vir-
ginia.

Eleventh (Cutts’)—In Virginia, Maryland and Pennsylvania.

+ Twelfth—Tennessee, Georgia, South Carolina and Virginia.

Fourteenth—Tennessee, Mississippi, Georgia.

Eighteenth—In Virginia.

Twenty-Second, Siege Artillery—On Georgia coast and in the Caro-
linas.

Twenty-Eighth—Georgia, Florida and Virginia.

Cherokee Light Artillery—In Tennessee, Mississippi, Georgia.

White's Artillery. g

Terrell Light Artillery—In Georgia, Florida and the Carolinas.

Columbns Light Artillery—In Tennessee and Mississippi.

Campbell Siege Artillery—Served in Georgia and Florida.

Chestatee Artillery—Charleston and Virginia.

Martin's Light Artillery (later Evan Howell’s Battery)—Served in
Mississippi, Tennessee and Georgia. -

Jackson Artillery—Served in Tennessee and Géorgia.

Daniel’s Light Artillery—Served in Georgia. -

Thompson Artillery—Served in Georgia.

Pritchard’s Artillery—Served in Army of Tennessee,

Maxwell Artillery—Served in Georgia.

Macon Light Artillery—Served in Virginia and Vorth Carolina.

Serogin's Light Artillery—Served in Army of Tennessee.

Oglethorpe Siege Artillery—D>Merged in Twenty-second Georgm Bat-
talion, which see.

Pulaski Artillery—Served in Virginia.

Maeon Artillery—Served in Virginia.

Clinch Artillery—On Georgia coast.

Mercer Artillery—On Georgia coast.

Troup Artillery—In Army of Northern Virginia.

; Echols’ Light Artillery—Served on Georgia coast.

Barnwell's Light Artillery—Served on’ Geofgia coast.
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Barton Artillery—Merged in ’l‘wef:ty-aecond Georgia Battalion, which
see.
Massenburg Battery—Served in Tennease"e\md Alnbama
Capt. John Milledge’s Battery—Served in Virginia. p
Chatham Artillery—Charleston, Florida and the Carolifiis. .
Girardez’s Battery—Flerida and Mississippi.
\

. GEorGIA CAVALRY

* First Regiment—Served in Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia and the
Carolinas.

‘Second Regiment—Served in Tennessee, Georgia and the Carolinas.

Third Regiment—Served in Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia and the
Carolinas. €

Fourth Regiment (Col. Isaae W. Avery)—Served in Tennessee, Geor-
gia and the Carolinas,

Fourth Regiment (Col. Duncan L. Clmch)——Served in Georgm Flor-
ida and the Carolinas.

Fxf}h Regiment (Col. Robt. H. Anderson)—Served in Georgla Miss-
\issippi, Tennessee and the*Carolinas:

Sixth Regiment=Served in Kentucky, Tcnnessee, Georgia and the
Carolinas.

Seventh Regiment (formed from Twenty-first and Twenty-fourth bat-
talions)—Served in Georgia and Virginia.

Eighth Regiment (formed from seven companies of the Sixty-second
Georgia Infantry and three companies of the Twentieth Georgia Bat-
talion) —Served in North Carolina, Virginig and Georgia.

Ninth Regiment (the cavalry of Cobb’s Legion)—Served in Virginia.

Tenth Regiment (formed from seven Georgia companies of the
Seventh Confederate Regiment and three companies of Millen’s Twen-
tieth Battalion of Cavalry)—Served on the Georgia coast, in Virginia
and in the campaign of the Carolinas.

Eleventh Regiment (formed from the Thirtieth Battalion of Cavalry
and four new compmum)—Scr\ed in Virginia and last in the campaign
of the Carolinas.

Ninth Battalion of Georgia Cavalry—Served in Tenn d with J.
I. Morgan. The Tenth Battalion of Georgia Cavalry 188 incompltte
roster. . ;

The Fifteenth Battalion of Georgia Cavalry became merged in the
Sixty-second Georgia Regiment, thereafter known as the Eighth Georgia
.Cavalry.

The Sixteenth Battalion, sometimes called the First Partisan Rangers,
served in East Tennessee and Virginia, part of it being with General
Early in the Valley of Virginia in 1864.

The Twentieth Battalion (Partisan Rangers)-served on the Georgia
coast and then in Virginia. Three companies became part of the Eighth
Georgia Cavalry, - ""-mment three others helped to form the Tenth Cav-
1rdl‘}'-anmcnt and one which had been added to the battalion was placed
in the Ji avis Legion, Mississippi troops

The Twentydfirst Battalion, after serving on the South Carolina coast,

united with the Twenty fourth Battalion ta form the Sgwenth Georgia
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Cavalry Regiment, and served in Virginia. The Twenty-third Battalion
was raised to a regiment, known as Avery’s Fourth Georgia Cavalry.

The Twenty-ninth Battalion served on the'Georgia coast.\

The Thirtieth Battalion of Georgia Cavalry, with the addition of four
other companies, formed the Eleventh Regiment.of Georgia Cavalry.

Other commands were Stephens’ Battalion, Lieut-Col. Linton
Stephens; T. M. Nelson’s company, distinguished at Richmond, Ky., after
Nelson's death commanded by Gill Ragland and later Stephen D. Lee's
escort ; Culbertson’s Battalion of State Guards; Major John T. Stephens’
Battalion; Ninth Battalion of Georgia Light Guards; ‘the Provost Bat-
talion of Georgia Volunteers,

STATE GUARDS AND RESERVES

First Battalion, First Regiment,,Augusta Fire Brigade, Atlanta Fire
Battalion, Georgia State Guards, the Second, Third, Fourth and Fifth
regiments of Georgia Reserves.

Most of the officers and men 1n all the reserve regiments and hat-
talions were exempt from the regular Confederate sexvice, many having
been dischargeéd on account of wounds or failing health. Many others
were employes in government workshops; some were state and county
officers, while many were either too young or too old for the regular
service. There were also many independent companies.

-
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CHAPTER VII

THE YEAR 1862 OPENS—GEN. H?} WricHT, COMMANDING AN EXPEDI-
TioN OF 2,400 FeperaL INFaANTRY;, ENTERS WasSAU Sopxp, NEar
SavaNNAz; CoNvOYED BY Six GuUNBOATS—COMMODORE TATTNALL'S
Mosqurro FrLeer, uNoer Heavy Fire, SuccessruLLy ReEAcHES Forr
PuLasgl WiTH SuPPLIES-FOR Four MoNTHS—FORT DONELSON FALLS
IN THE WEST—GENERAL LEE CALLED TO RICHMOND AS MILITARY AD-
VISER T0-PRESIDENT DAvIS—GENERAL PEMBERTON APPOINTED TO CoM-
MAND THE DEPARTMENT OF SOUTH CAROLINA, GEORGIA AND F'LORIDA—
FeperaLs DEMAND THE SURRENDER OF ForT Puraski—COLONEL
OLumsTEAD’S BRAVE REPLY—THE FORT AT Last Succumps, ITs GAr-
RISON OVERPOWERED—GENERAL-HUNTER REBUKED For His Oroer
FReEING ALy SLAveEs—THE First Neoso ReeiMent 1N Tas UNirep
STaTES SERVICE ORGANIZED AT THIS TIME—SKIRMISH AT WHITEMARSH
ISLAND—THE CELEBRATED ANDREWS Raip—*‘THE GENERAL’—‘‘THE
Texas’’—Capr. W. A. FuLueg—How THE Ramers WERE CAPTURED
\ND EXECUTED—OPERATIONS IN THE WEST—JACKSON’S BRILLIANT
SHENANDOAH CAMPAIGN IN VIRGINIA—THE KENTUCKY AND MARYLAND
CaMPAIGNS—THE PROGRESS OF THE WAR—THE LEGISLATURE OF 1861-
1862—SoME oF THE MEMBERS—W AR MEASURES ENAcTED—THE CoN-
FEDERATE CONGRESS—GEORGIANS IN Born Houses—GOVERNOR BROWN

* Takes Issue WiTH PRESIDENT DAvis oN CONSCRIPTION.

Written in coliperation with Prof. Joseph T. Derry.

The year 1862 opened with considerable activity along the coast of
South Carolina and Georgia. On January 26th an expedition of 2,400
Federal infantry under Gen. Horatio G. Wright, in transports convoyed
by six gunboats, anchored in Wassau Sound and next day made a re¢on-
naissance of Wilmington Narrows up to the obstructions of sunke;
and . pilings, while a similar reconnaissance reached the obstructions at
Wall’s Cut. Upon the 28th Commodore Tattnall with his little fleet
undertook to throw four months’ supplies of provisions and ammunition
into Fort Pulaski, and succeeded notwithstanding the heavy fire of the
Federal gunboats. As Tattnall and his little ‘‘mosquito fleet,”” return-
ing from their daring errand, approached the docks at Savannah, they
were wildly cheered by the vast crowds there assembled.

The terms of many state troops expired about this time and great
diffieulty was experienced in getting them to re-enlist. But there was no
trouble abou;‘ietting regic .i*s to enlist for Confederate service, for
when Georgia was asked to furnish twelve new regiments, eighteen were
promptly forthcomilig .

On Febiuary 18, 1861, came news of the fall of Fort Donelson and
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the capture of its garrison. President Davis now called Gen. Robert E.

Lee to Richmond as his military adviser and sent Maj.-Gen. John C. -

Pemberton, an officer of the old armiy having a fine reputation as an
engineer, to command the Department o( South Carolina, Georgia and
Florida.
The Federal forces, which since the last of January had been erecting
batteries along the north side of Tybee, were ready by April 10th to
_ attack the Confederate garrison of Fort Pulaski, 400 men under Col.
Charles H. Olmstead, The Federals numbered 3,000 men under Maj.-
Gen. David Hunter. To the demand for a suriénder Colonel Olmstead
replied: I am here to defend the fort, not to surrender it.”’ After a
furious bombardment the fort was obliged to yield. Under the terms of
capitulation the sick and wounded of the garrison were to be sent to the
Confederate lines, But General Hunter refused to ratify this provision
and the whole garrison was sgnt to the forts in New York Harbor. Gen-

~4

eral Hunter on May 9th proclaimed all slaves in South Carolina, Georgia

and Florida hencforth fagever free. President Lincoln annulled this
order and rebuked General Hunter. The first negro regiment in United
States service was at this time organized by Hunter.

It soon became evident that the fall of Fort Pulaski did not involve
the capture of Savannah. The Confederate forces on the Georgia coast
were amply able to resist any force of Federals thea in that quarter.

On April 16th a reconnaissance of Whitemarsh Island by seven com-
panies of the Eighth Michigan Regiment under Col. W. M. Fenton led
to a brisk skirmish. Fenton's force, 300 strong, was resisted by 100 men
of the Thirteenth Georgia Regiment under Captains Crawford and
McCally, who held the superior force of the enemy at bay until reinforced
by Col. Marcellus Douglas, when they drove back the Federals with a
loss to the Georgians of four killed and fifteen wounded. Colonel Fen-
ton reported his loss at ten killed and thirty-five wounded. The Thir-
teenth Georgia was soon afterwards ordered to Virginia to help form
the splendid Army of Northern Virginid, which by the midsummer of
1862 had been made the wonderful military power that was to fill the
world with the splendor of its exploits.

In the spring of 1862 occurred the celebrated A drews raid, whose
purpose was to break up railroad communication souvhh of Chattanooga,
so that Buell might the more readily capture that important point.
James J. Andrews and nineteen men according to appointment met in
Marictia and, buying tickets to various points, boarded the northward
hound train drawn by an engine called *‘TLe General.”” When the train
stopped for breakfast at Big Shanty, now called Kenesaw, _Andrews
and his men uncoupled three empty box cars with the engine, which
they manned with two experienced engineers. By them this fraction of
the train was started off in rapid motion befare the sentinels near by
suspected the movement.

But Wm. A. Fuller, conductor of the train, and Anthony Murphy,
foreman of the Atlanta machine shops, comprehending what had hap-
pened. ran on foot until they found a handear. With this they pushed

- onuntil they found an engine called ‘‘The Texas,’’ vhen they made such
rapifl progress and pressed Andrews and his men so hard that they

¢ \nhundonml *“The General’’ and took to the woods.
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In a few days they were all eaptured and
men, who had gome into the expedmon with full wledge of 'its char-
acter, were extcuted as spies. Some of the otheru ' escap, fd and
others were exchanged. i

The Federal officer was probably correct in his views \\ho said that
Andl‘ews and his bridge burners ‘‘took desperate chances to accom‘hsh
objects of no substantial advgntage.”

In all’the campaigns east of the Mississippi River in 186"’ the soldiers
of Georgia appeared to great advantage. At Shiloh ‘the Washington
Light Artillery of Augusta under Capt. Isadore P. Girardey; and
attached to the brigade of John K. Jackson, did splendid service and
suffered heavy loss, while the Mountain Dragoons of Capt. I. W. Avery
proved worthy of tlfqr comradés of the infantry and artillery.

, Although the battle’of Shiloh, which began with such Qlonous promise

rews and sevgn “of his

.main object, yet coupled ‘with subsequent movements of the western

.

Confederate armies, it gave a decisive check to the triumphant' march
into the heart of the South which Grant had plmmed and begun
immfediately after his great vi -torv at Fort Donelson. The bare estape
from overwhelming disaster at Shiloh brought Grant into such temporary
disfavor at Washington that men of less ability were put ahead of him.
While vacillation characterized Federal movements in the West, Gen.
Braxton Bragg with Kirby Smith condueted a campaign, in which by

* rapid movements and brilliant strokes the Confederates recovered Cum-

berland Gap and all East Tennessee, with the greater part of Middle
Tennessee, and bore their victorious standards $hrough Kentucky to the
banks of the Ohio.

The brilliant campaign of Jackson in the Shenandoah Valley, his
skillful march to form a junction with Robert E. Lee at Richmond, fol-
lowed by-the raising of the siege of the Confederate capital in the Seven
Days’ battles, the northward march of the Army of Northern Virginia
after the defeat of Banks at Cedar Run (or Slaughter Mountain) and
Pope at Second Manassas (Bull Run), with the crussing of the Potomac
and the march into Maryland, broke up the whole Federal ph_an of cam-
paign in the East even more effectually than the Kentucky ez had
done in the West. &

The Kentucky campaign closed with the drawn battle of Perr) ville.
In Maryland Stonewall Jackson captured a Federal garrison and rich
supplies at Harper’s Ferry, while D. H. Hill, McLaws and Longstreet
held, in check a much larger force under McClellan, who did not succeed
in forcing the passes of South Mountain until it was too late to prevent
Jackson’s great success. The battle of Sharpsburg, or Antietam, where
Lee and Jackson repulsed more than double their numbers led by MeClel-
lan, was nevertheless a drawn battle, because the brave Southrans found

. itimpossible to make a farther northward advance.

The Union army.. .z resumed the aggressive, but in such a halting
andntn?&'fqus manner that it was brought to a halt for several months
hy the decisigs Confederate vietory at Fredericksburg in Virginia, the
drawn battle of reeshoro (Stone River) in Tennessee and the disas-
tro's repulse of Sherman’s attack by a much smaller Confederate force
unéir Stephen D. Lee at Chickasaw Bayou, near Vicksburg, Mississippi.

".

and elosed with such disappointment of exalted hopes, had failed of its -

—~TN
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In all these marches and battles the officers and men of the Georgia
commands by their heroic deeds shed undying luster upon the proud
escutcheons of the Empire State of the South.

“In July of 1862 the armed cruiser Nashille ran the blockade into

Savannah with a cargo of arms. This vessel was the first armed cruiser

of the Confederate States. -

In November, 1862, ‘Col. Thomas Wentworth Higginson, with his
regiment of South Carolina negroes, committed unny depredations on
the Georgia coast. .

To take a rgtroapecnve glance :

« In the fall of 1861 an election was held for members of Congress
under the permanent government of the Confederate States which was
to take the place of the Provisionsl Government, put into operation at
Montgomery in February, 1861. |,

The following were elected to the House of Representatives from

eorgia:

First District, Juhan Hartrhge Second District, C. J. Munnerlyn;
Third District, Hines Holt; Fourth District, A. H. Kenan; Fifth Dis-
trict, David'W. Lewis; Sixth District, W. W. Clarke; Seveuth Distriet,
R. P. Trippe; Eighth District, L. J. Gartrell; Ninth District, Hardy
Strickland} Tenth District, Augustus R. Wright.

The Legislature elected Benjamin H. Hill and John W. Lewis to
represent Georgia in the Confederate Senate.

In the fall of 1863 the Legislature elected to the Confederate Senate
Benjamin H. Hill and Robert Toombs. The latter resigned and Gover-
nor Brown appointed John W. Lewis to serve until the Legislature
should meet. That body elected Herschel V. Johnson in place of Mr.
Toombs.

In the fall elections the t‘ollowmg gentlemen were elected to the Con-
federate House of Representatives:

First District, Julian Hartridge; Second District, Wm. E. Smith;
Third District, Mark H. Blanford; Fourth District, Clifford Anderson;
Fifth District, John T. Shewmake; Sixth District, J. H. Echols; Seventh
District, James M. Smith; Eighth District, George N. Lester Ninth
District, Hiram P. Bell; Tenth District, Warren Akin. T

Several of Georgia's members of Congress served in the Corifederate
army. Hon. James M. Smith rose to the rank of colonel. - Lucius J.
Gartrell became brigadier-general and was wounded in battle. Hon. W.
E. Smith lost a leg and M. H. Blanford an arr’, Col. George N. Lester
lost an arm. Hon. Hiram P. Bell served as colonel of the Forty-Third
Georgia and was wounded at the battle of Chickasaw Bayou in- Mis-
sissippi,

On November 6, 1861, the newly elected State Legislature convenéd

. at the capital and chose Hon. John Billups of the Twenty-seventh Dis-

triet president of the Senate and Hon. Warren Akin, of Cass, Speaker
of the House of Representatives. It was at this session of the Legisla-
ture that the division of the state into forty-four senatorial districts
first went into effect. Messrs. George A. Gordon, David A. Vason,
Timothy! M. Furlow, J. T. Shewmake, Wm. Gibson, Miles W. Lewis, L.
M.JTill, Wier Boyd, A. J. Hansell and Hiram P. Bell were among the
ileading senators; while prominent in the House were: Messrs. J. H. R.
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Washington, T. M. Norwood, L. N. Trammell, George N. Lester, Milten
A. Candler, J. A. Render, R. J. Bacon, E. G. Cabaniss)Thomas G: Law-
son, Peter E. Love, Benning B. Moore, B. H. Bigham, James S. H

George T.-Barnes and Wm. Schley. During this ‘session - ~thé-nan f
Cass Connty was changed to Bartow, in honor of the gallant Frnncm

. S. Bartow, \ Q? fell at Manassas. It was also in protest against the sec\
tional attitude of Gen. Lewis Cﬁs,_ of Michigan, for whom the county

had ongmnlly been named.

The message of Governor Brown to the Legislature in November,
1862, thus described "some of the military- work of thé year: Of
&:000000 lppropnated $2,081,004 had been expended 8,000 state
troops had been employed and supported for six montbs; the state’s
quota of Confederate wn\tax, $2,500,000, had been paid; a state armory
hnd n established in the'penitentiary which was turning out 125 guns

th.

To the above report may be added that the Confederate Government
had since the summer of 1861 built immense powder worh an the canal
at Augusta which had proved as useful in supplying ammunition for
the armies of the Confederacy as the Tredeger works at Richmond had*
been in providing all kinds of arms. But & vast proportion of arms and
other military supplies of the Confederates were the rich spoils of their
nuierous vietories.

Governor Brown had earnestly opposed the conscription acts of the
(énfederate Government and had submitted to the Legislature the ques-
tion of their constitutionality. That body referred the matter to the
State Supreme Court which fully sustained those acty.

Some important war measures of the Georgia Legislature of 1862
were: Acts restricting the cultivation of cotton to three acres a hand,
for the purpose of diversifying agricultural industry and making the
people self-supporting ; appropriating $500,000 to supply the people with
salt; $100,000 for cotton cards; more than $500,000 for obstruction of
rivers; $400,000 for the relief and hospital association; $1,500,000 for
clothing for Georgia soldiers; $2,500,000 for the support of widoWws and
families of dead or disabled soldiers; $1,000,000 for a military fund and
£300,000 to assist in removing indigent non-combatants from  part
of the state threatened with invasion. ‘?

_The governor was also authorized to raise two regiments for home de-
fense and to impress slaves for the defense of Savannah. It is well to
add here that Georgia factories were supplying the people of that and
otier states with cotton fabrics, turning out uniforms for Confederate
soldiers and making good dress goods for citizens. Georgia had been
quite an extensive manufacturing state for many years before the war
and did not lack for skilled spinners and weavers.




_CHAPTER VIII

OPENING OF THE YEAR 1863—ApMiRaL DUPoNT SENDS THE MONTAUK
AGAINST Fort MCALLISTER, ON GENESIS PoINT—ONLY AN EArTH-
wORK FEEBLY GARRISONED—REPELS Twe SEPARATE ATTACKS. THE
MonTaUK DesTROYS THE RATTLESNAKE—IS IN TrrN TORPEDOED—AD-
MIRAL DuroNT MAKES A Last DESPERATE ATTEMPT—ABANDONS
GEeorGIA WATERS—FORREST A NEAR ROME, GEORGIA, CAPTURES A Bopy
or Troors UNDER COLONEL STREIGHT—ILL-FATED ATTACK UPON
FEpERAL MONITORS MADE 8Y THE ATLANTA IN WaRSAW S0UND—VICKS-
BURG AND GETTYSBURG—GEORGIA FEELS THE SHOCK OF AN INVADING
Host—Tne DEFENSE 0P CHATTAN00GA—GEORGIA COMMANDS IN THE
ArMY OF GENERAL BraGG—ROsSECRANS CONCENTRATES His Forces
Near DzE AND GorvoN’s MiLL 1N GEORGIA—THE BATTLE oF CHICKA-
MAUGA—LONGSTREET COMES TO THE SUPPORT OF BRAGG—DRIVES THE
Feperirs Back 10 CHATTANOOGA WITH GREAT SLAUGHTER—HoOD
Wounpep—GEORGE H. THOMAS, OF THE FEDERAL ARMY, MAKES A
GALLANT RECORD—CHICKAMAUGA, THE GREATEST BarTLE Fougnt oN
(iEORGIA SOIL—MIss10NARYs RIDGE—HARDEE'S GALLANT SUPPORT OP
BrAGG—CLEBURNE AT TAYLOR'S RipGEpSAvES WacoN Trains—THE
CONFEDERATE ARMY GOES INTO WINTER QUARTERS AT DavLToN—Gov-
ekNorR BrowN OrGaNizes A Force or HoMe Guarps, 18,000 StroNG

Mar.-Gex. Howern Coss 1N CoMMAND—GEORGIA 'S Loss oF LiFE THE
HeAviesT oF ANY STaTE AT THE CLOSE oF 1863—GovERNOR BrOwN
Ergctep For A Fourtn TerM.

Written in coiperation with Prof. Josephs T. Derry. A

At the heginning of 1863 the United States authorities began to col-
lect in southern waters a fleet of nine iron-clads with intent to capture
Fort Sumter and Charleston Harbor. Admiral Dupont; commander of
the fleet sent one of these, the Montauk, against Fori. MecAllister, an
earthwork on Gendsis Point, which guarded the approach to Savannah
by the Ogeechee River. Its main armament was one thirty-two-pound
rifled gur and one eight-inch columbiad and the little fort was manned
by a small garrison under Maj. John B. Gallie, supported by other troops
under Col. Robert A. Anderson. The Montauk under John L. Worden,
who had fought the Virginia in Hampton Roads, assisted by four wooden

_gunhoats attached Fort McAllister on January 27, 1863, and after a

few hours bombardment withdrew defeated.
But Worden resolved to try it again and with the same vessels made
a more determined attack February 1, suffering another defeat, c'hﬁough
the ConfedePstes paid for their victory by the death of the brave Major
Gallie. * . 7
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The armed cruiser Nashville (now called the Rattlesnake), which in
the previous July had run the blockade into Savannah with & cargo of
amps, while trying to get to sea again, ran aground not far above the
obstxuctions in the Ogeechee, February 27, 1863. «On thé next moris

ing Worden steamed ‘down with his vessel under the guns of Fort Me-

Allister and from a distance of 1,200 yards poured in so heavy a fire
as to blow up the Rattlesnake. But on the other hand the Montauk had
been 8o much injured by the explosion of #torpedo in the channel, that
she was compelled to run upon a bank out of range of the guns of the
fort to repair damages, while her pumps with difficulty kept-her aflaat.
* The most formidable attack upon Fort McAllister was made on
March 3d by three new monitors, the Passaic, Patapsco and Nahant
assisted by mortar boats. These_,bbats for seven hours hurled 11 and
15-inch shell and shot at the fort and all night the mortar boats kept up
the din with 5o result except the slight wounding of two n#n and the
temporary dismounting of the 8-inch' columbiad and the 32-pound
rilgio gun. The dawn of March 4th showed every damage repaired and
the guns remounted and ready for action. ; B
Admiral I)upopt, who was preparing for'a grand naval attack upon

Charleston, concluded to waste no more ammunition upon Fort Me-

Allister. : :
On the night of April 26, 1863, Col. A. D. Streight at the head of
1,500 Federal troopers set out from Tuscumbia, Alabama, for the pur-

pose of dt,.*’roying railroads and machine shops, of which there were .

some very important ones in North Alabama and Georgia. But N. B.
Forrest, the brilliant Confederate general of cavalry, with a force of
about one-third the strength of the enemy, by rapid pursuit,’persistent
attacks and a skilful game of bluff caused the surrender of Streight and
his whole tommand, May 3rd, not far from Rome, Georgia. Forrest sent
his eaptives as prisoners of war to Richmond, Virginia.

But the Georgians during these same early days of May were win-
ning renown on the right, center and left of the Army of Northern

- Virginia, which under Lee and Jackson gained at Chancellorsville one

of the most marvelous victories recorded in the history of thpsé¢ heroic
days, and two months later Georgia’s soldiers at Gettysburg wrote their
aames high upon the roll of fame.

Coming nearer home we find the record of a raiding expedition,

which, setting out from St. Simon’s Island on June 8th for the purpose
of destroying the Confederate salt works near Brunswick, met with de-
feat. But other raiders from the Union fleet on June 11th burned the
town of Darien. *

It will be remembered that in November, 1861, the ship Fingal had
run the blockade and landed at Savannah a valuable cargo of arms and
ammunition for the Confederates. This ghip had been converted into an
ironelad and named the Atlanta in honor of Georgia’s then young and
rapidly growing center of commerce and manufactures. This new Con-
federate ironclad with.g gallant erét ‘wuder the command of Lieut. Wm.
A. Webb entered ‘Warsaw_Sound, June 17, 1863, for the purpose of
attacking two of the best méftitorg of the Feders! fleet, the Weehawken
and Nahant, But the Atlanta %&J’!Ot suited for shallow water and
running fast agra nd within 600 yards of the Weehawken, with heavy
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loss of her crew was compelled to surrender. This was a s2d disappoint-
ment to the Confederates, who had hoped much from the Atlanta‘in the
way of effective service against the blockading fleet. But the strength
of their defence of Charleston and Savanuah was not shaken.

As the fall of 1863 came in; Georgia for the first time, ‘during the
mighty struggle of the sixties felt the shock of a great invading host.
Her troops had won distinetion upon the battlefields of Virginia, Ken-

+ tucky, Tennessee and Mississippi, and thousands of her valiant soldiers,

through every grade from genera] officers to privates, had freely poured
out their patriotic blood for the/southern cause. :

The fall of Vicksburg and-the yielding up of vital points in middle
and eastérn Tennessee were now imperiling the heart of the Confederacy.
The giving up of Chattanooga made it evident that something must be .
promptly done to save the cause of the Confederate states in the West.
Lee and his splendid army after the drawn batt¥% of Gettysburg had re-
turned to Virginia, where:they felt strong enough to keep their foes at
bay and at the same time send Longstreet with, part of his corps to aid
Gen. Braxton Bragg and the Army of Tennessee.

In the Confederate army assembled in August, 1863, under’ Gen.
Braxton Bragg for the defence of Chattanooga were the following
Georgia commands: In John K. Jackson’s Brigade of Cheatham’s Di-
vision the Secomd Battalion of the First Confederate Regiment, Maj.-
James Clark Gordon; Fifth Regiment Col. Charles P. Daniel, and the
Second Battalion of Sharpshooters, Maj. Richard H. Whitely; in Bates’
Brigade of Stewart’s Division the Thirty-Seventh Regiment and Fourth
Battalion of Sharpshooters; in the Brigade of Marcellus A. Stovall of
John C. Preckinridge’s Division the Forty-Seventh Georgia Regiment,
Capt. W. S. Phillips; in W. H. T. Walker’s Di ision, S. R. Gist's Bri-
gade half Georgian and C. C. Wilson's Brigade almost entirely of
Georgians; in the Brigade of Gen. John H. Kelley of Brig.-Gen. Wm.
Preston’s Division the Sixty-Fifth Georgia, Col. R. H. Moore; in Maj.-
Gen. Joseph Wheeler's Cavalry Corps in Colonel C. C. Crew’s Brigade
the Second Georgia Regiment, Lieut.Col. F. M. Ison, the Third, Col. R.
Thompson and the Fourth, Col. I. W. Avery; in Brig.-Gen. Forrest’s

Cavalry Corps the First Georgia, Col. J. J. Morrison and the Sitth!y.

Georgia, Col. John R. Hart in H. B. Davidson's Brigade of Pegram’s *
Division; Company G of Second Cavalry, Capt. Thomas M. Merrit,

escort for General Cheatham; Scogin’s Georgia Battery of Melancthon

Smith’s Battalion ; Capt. Evan P. Howell’s Battery, attached ta Walker’s

Division; Dawsen's Battery, Lieut. K. W. Anderson and Company E

of the Ninth Artillery Battalion, Lieut. W. 8. Everett, attached to

Stewart’s (Division; the Batteries of Captains Tyler M. Peeple and

Andrew M. Welihin of Leyden’s Ninth Battalion ; the Batteries of Cap-

tains W, M. Haris and T. L. Massenburg in the reserve artillery under

Maj. F. H. Robertson. .

When on September 7, 1863, Rosecrans sent MeCook and Thomas to
such_positions south of Chattanooga as would flank that Confederate
stronghold, Bragg abandoned the town and retired southward. . After
several days of mm-ching and countermarching, during which he had at_
‘one time come so near entrapping a large part of the Union army that
Rosecrans took alatm and began to fall back and Bragg to pursue, the

h
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Confederates were reinforced by part of Longstreet’s corps from the
Army of Northern Virginia. Bragg began then to press Roseerdns

who wasiconcentrating his forces near Lee and.Gordon’s mills, ‘twcl\'c\‘ “~

miles south, of Chattanooga. Of Longstreet’s corps Anderson’'s, Wof-
ford’s and Bryan's Georgia ‘brigades did not arrive in time to take part
in the battle. But in the Georgia brigade of Gen. Henry L. Benning,
which shared the fight' of both days, were the following Georgia regi-
ments: the Second, Lieut:-Col. Wm. S. Shepm; the Fifteenth,  Col.
Dudley M. Du Bose; the Seventeenth, Lieut.-Col, Charles W. Matthews:
the Twentieth, Col. J. D. Waddell.

On September 19th Bragg attacked General Thomas, who commanded
the left of Rosecrans’ army. The day closed without much real advan-
tage to either side. During the night of the 19th each commander pre-
pared for the deécisive struggle, which all believed thé morrow would
bring. §
Geu\-i-g Bragg placed Lieut.-Gen. Leenidas Polk in command of his
right wing, consisting of the corps of D. H. Hill and Wm. H. T. Walker,
the division of Cheatham and the cavalry of Forrest. ‘To Lieut.-Gen.
James Longstreet he gave the left wing; embracing\the corps of Buckner
and Hood, the division of Hindman and the cavalry of Wheeler. Each
wing had its full complement of artillery. ¥

General George H. Thomas, commanding the left of Rosecrans’ army,
so arranged his force as to cover the Rossville (or Chattanooga) and Dry
Valley roads. Hi line of battle began 400 yards east of the Chattanooga
road on a crest which was occupied from left to right by four divisions.
Baird’s of Thomas’ Corps, R. W. Johnson's of McCook's Corps, Palmer’s
of Crittenden’s and Joseph J. Reynolds’ Division of Thomas’ Corps. 'On
the right of Reynolds stood the divisions of Brannan and Negley. Across *
the Chattanooga road toward Missionary Ridge came the divisions of
Sheridan and Jeff C. Davis under McCook as corps eommander, while

=

- Crittenden stood in reserve with the divisions of Wood and Van Cleve.

Bragg’s plan of battle was successive attacks from right to left. On
the morning of the 20th of September, 1863, the divisions of Breckinridge .
and Cleburne of D. H. Hill’s Corps made a fierce assault upon Thomas,
while to their help came the divisions of Gist and Liddell in the corps of

Gen. Wm, H. T. Walker, while the advance of Cheatham’s Division -

added greatly to the strong pressure of the Confederates.

So hard was Thomas pushed that he called for help, and Rosecrans
in response to his appeal hurried troops from the Union right, who, as
they hastened to the left, exposed to the watehful eye of Longstreet a gap
in the Federal line, throfigh which that wary lcader pushed the eight
brigades of Bushrod Johnson, McNair, Gregg, Kershaw, Law, Humph-
rey, Benning and Robertson. Led on by the intrepid Hood, their strong
force swept from the field Sheridan’s entire division, two brigades of
Davis’ division and one of Van Cleve’s, Hood falling desperately wounded
as the shouts of victbry rang in his ears. Tongstreet, seeing at once the
necessity of disregarding theorder of tif: “‘Gay, wheeled to the right
instead of the left; overrinning-and capturing battery after battery,
wagon trains, thousands of prison ndghe headquarters of Rosecrans,
who, borne foreibly away .with his routed right, hastened to Chattanooga
—which had been for m¢ » than ten days in his possession—seeking in

..,

e R




770 GEORGIA AND GEORGIANS

its fortifications refuge for his routed wing as well as for the troops
under Thomas, who, helped by Gordon Granger, fought desperately to
hold his ground until night should enable him to withdraw the left wing
of the defeated army without further disaster. - As the shades of even-
ing were gathering thick around, the Federals ubder the continued attack
of the Confederates’ left under Longstreet and their right under Polk
were forced to give way, Gen, Wm. Preston’s division gaining the heights
and firing the last shots of the battle by moonlight. As the Federals fell
back -a tremendous shout from the charging Confederates thrilled their
entire host with the story of victory. s

The defeated Union army retreated to Chattanooga, where Rosecrans
Np(:nl the day and night of the 21st hurrying his trains and artillery out
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of town, but, finding that he was'not pressed, remained Sittre with his
army. 1 .

Bragg spent the 21st in burying the dead and gathering the trophies
of the field, among which were fifty-one cannon and 15,000 small arms.
During the next two days he came slowly into" position on Missionary
Ridge and Lookout Mountain, which he connected by a line of earthworks
across Chattanooga Valley, and sent into Lookout Valley a force which
commanded the twenty-six mile wagon road to Bridgeport, thus com-
pelling the Union army to draw its supplies by an almost impassable
mountain road of sixty miles. Thus Bragg hoped to force the defeated
army to a surrender. The Federals were reduced to the verge of starva-
tion when the two corps of Howard ‘and Slocum from their Army of the
Potomac under' Hooker, and Sherman’s army from Mississippi came to
their relief, and through dispositions made by Gen. U. S. Grant opened
the way for obtaining supplies as well as for attacking the army under

Bragg. :
i l)‘;"hile Grant was concentrating everything for raising the siege of

¥
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Chattanooga, the Confederate Government sent 15,000 from Bragg under
the command of Longstreet to drive Burnside out oY\F{ast Tenneskee.
Thus it happened that alittle ovér two months after the great Cm)t;?-
erate victory of Chickamauga, Bragg was defeated at Missionaty. Ridde,
November 25th, and Longstreet was repulsed at Knoxville, Novem-
ber 29th.

The silver lining to the cloud that overhung the South and South-
west was the brilliant little batt® of Ringgold, where Cleburne gave
check to the pursuing victors and for the time turned them back,

Chickamauga was the greatest battle fought on Georgid soil. Mis-
sionary Ridige and the battle of Knoxville were fought entirely in Ten-
nessee, while Ringgold made illustrious Northwest Georgia.

In the assault on Forf Loudon at Knoxville, November 29th, four
Georgia brigades were conspicuous: Bryan's and Wofford’s of MeLaws’
Division, and Anderson’s and Benning's of Hood’s Division; Benning
being in support of the other three, upon whom fell three-fourths of th
loss in that day's battle, ’

At Missionary Ridge, November, 25, 1863, Lieut.-Gen. Win, J. Hardee
commandeéd the right wing of Bragg’s army and John C. Breckinridge
the Jeft. 1f George Thomasswho held the left of Rosecrans’ army at

.

Chickamauga, deservedly obtained by his bold stand the title ‘‘Rock of

Chickamauga,”” Hardee, who just as stoutly held Bragg’s right at Mis-
sionary Ridge, deserves equally the wreath of fame. Gen. Alfred Cum-
miug’s Brigade of Stevenson’s Division won high praise from ‘General
Cleburne commanding Hardee’s right in the repulse of Sherman at the
Tunnel and the Georgians in Bate's Brigade of Breckinridge’s Division
were also distinguished in repelling attacks upon their front. According
to the reports of both Stevenson and Cleburne, the Georgians of Cum-
ming's Brigade joined with the Tennesseeans, Arkansans and Texans of
Cleburne’s division in driving back Sherman’s troops, capturing prison-
ers and two of the eight stand of colors, taken in this victorious charge.
The disastrous result elsewhere on the ridge made it necessary for
Hardee to withdraw his wing that night. Cleburne’s Division covered
the retreat. :

At Ringgold in Catoosa County, (ieorgia, Cleburne received o
to hold the main gap in Taylor’s Ridge and check the pursuing $
until the trains and rear of Bragg’s army were well advanced. Here
Cleburne advantageously posted his division, embracing troops of Ala-
bama, Texas, Arkansas, Mississippi and Tennessee and Goldthwaite’s
bat'ery of Napoleon gurs. Hooker with the three divisions of Oster-
haus, Geary and Cruft at 8 A. M. of November 27th formed line and
nroved to the attack, which was so effectually repulsed by Cleburne’s one
division, that the pursuit was checked and Hooker by Grant’s orders
returned to Chattanooga. By this brilliant battle, for which Cleburne
and his. men received tke thanks of the Confederate Congress, the
artillefy and wagon traing of Bragg's army were saved and the Con-
federate arniysavent into winter quarters around Dalton. This position
they fortified with.wroug outpost at Tunnel Hill. In this new position
they remained dufing ti§ winter of 15063-64 and until the opening of
the Atlarta campaign, May*5, 1864. ' o
Obeyi z a requisition of the Confederate Government, Governor
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Brown had on June 22, 1863, called for the organization of a force of
8,000 men over forty.five years of age or otherwise not subject fo military
duty to serve for six months from August 1st for home defense, 50 that
President Davis might be able to mass the armies of the Confederacy at
strategic points, while these ¢xtra duty men attending to their avoea-
tions at home should keep themselves ready to take up arms at a mo-
ment's warning and drive back any marauding bands. To this call
18,000 men responded. Howell Cobb, promoted to major-general, was
‘placed in command with headquarters at Atlanta and subject to his
orders were Brig.-Gens. Alfred Iverson, Jr., with headquarters at Rome
and Henry R. Jackson at Savannah. Maj.-Gen. Gustavus W. Smith,
who on account of ill-health had resigned from the Confederate army,
entered the service of Georgia with special charge of fortifications.

According to a statement publisked by authority of the Government
at Richmond at the close of the year 1863, Georgia had up to that time

“lost a greater number of her soldiers tl&an any other state of the Con-
federacy. The list, as published, stands thus: G®rgia, 9,504 ; Alabama,
8,987 North Carolina, 8,361; Texas, 6377; Virginia, 5,943; Mississippi,
6,367 ; South (Carolina, 4,511 ; Louisiana, 3,039 ; Tennessee, 2,849 ; Arkan-
sas, 1,948 ; Florida, 1,119,

In Georgia's loss were included the following general officers killed

" in battle: Francis 8. Barton, acting brigadier at First Manassas; Capt.
W. F. Brown of the Twelfth Georgia, acting as brigadier-general at
Chantilly or Ox Hill (commanding Trimble’s Brigade); Col. Marcel-
fus Douglas, acting as brigadier-general (in command of Lawton's
‘Rrigade), at Sharpsburg: Brig.-Gen. T. R. R. Cobb, at Fredericksburg;
Brig.-Gen. Piul J. Semmes, at Gettysburg: Col. Peyton H. Colquitt,
acting as brigadier-general at Chickamauga. Teg the above list of
patriotic dead should be added Brig.-Gen. Wm. Duncan Smith, who died
of yellow fever at Charleston, South Carolina, in 1862, and Brig.-Gen.
Claudius €', Wilson, who died in the service after the battle of Chicka-
maugsa.

The fall of 1863 marked the end of Joseph E. Brown's third term as
governor. Ilis admirers insisted that he run again and. he consented.
Twa candidates were brought out against him: Hon. Timothy Furlow,
an carnest state rights demoerat. as was also Governor Brown, and Hon.
Joshua Hill, who, while ever true to Georgia. was supposed to be friendly
to the idea of a restoration of the Union under favorable conditions.
There were polled 64,804 votes. OFf these Brown received 36,558: Hill,

; Furlow, 10,024, Brown's majority over Hill was 18,336; over
Furlow, 26.534; over beth, 8,312, In the army vote Brown received
10,012 Hill, 3,324; and Furlow, 1.887. Brown's majority over Hill in
the army vote was 6,688 : over Furlow, 8,125; over both, 5,801. Onl): a
small proportion of the soldiers voted; for their vote does not begin to
represent the number of Georgia-soldiers then under arms.

CHAPTER IX v

BraGG's FAREWELL ADDRESS TO THE ARMY OF TENNESSEE—JOHNSTON
Pur N "CoMMaND AT DarmoN—THoMAS Finps THE CONPEDERATE
Posrriox Too StRONG TO ATTACK—THE YEAR 1864 OPENS ‘WITH
BriLuiaNT Vicrories IN Variovs Parts oF THE CONFEDERACY—
GEORGIA COMMANDS IN THE ARMY OF NORTHERN. VIRGINIA—OPERA-
TIONS IN THE Sus?usm.m VALLEY—GEORGIA COMMANDS IN THE
WESTERN ARMY—STATE GUARDS AND RESERVES—STATE TroOPS EN-
omm'm‘rux-: DEFENSE OF ATLANTA—GEORGIA MILITARY INSTITUTE
Cavers—TuE HisToric CAMPAIGN OF 1864 —JOHNSTON VERSUS SHER-
MAN—THE RELATIVE STRENGTH OF THE Two QBPOSING ARMIES—
OPERATIONS AROUND RESACA—BATTLE OF NEW HoPE CH¥RCH—POLK
Kiuep WHILE RECONNOITERING ON PINE MOUNTAIN—FIGHTING
Near Kvre's FarM—Barrie or Kenesaw MOUNTAIN—SHERMAN
FaILs 1N AN ErrorT T0 SToRM THE HEIGHTS—ONE OF THE BLOODIEST
ENGAGEMENTS 0f THE CAMPAIGN—JOHNSTON CROSSES THE CHATTA-
HOOCHEE—SUPERSEDED BY H00p—To00 SLow 1x WINNING A DECISIVE
ENGAGEMENT—FAILS T0 CHECK ‘THE ADVANCE OF SHERMAN INTO
Georaa—JonNsToN A SknuruL Tactician—His Poricy To Save
His MEN BY A MASTERFUL SERIES OF RETREATS—RESEMBLES THE
RoMan Faprvs—Hoop AN AGGREssIVE FIGHTER—BEFORE THE GATES
OF ATLANTA.

Written in cobperation with Prof. Joseph T. Derry.

At Dalton, December 2, 1863, General Bragg issued a farewell
address to the Army of Tennessee and turned over the command tem-
porarily to Lient-Gen. Wm. J. Hardee. Gen. Joseph E. Johnston was
assigned to the command of this army on the 16th of December, 1863.
The closing months of this year had been marked by disaster to the
Confederates, who had seen the fruits.of one of their greatest victories
(that of Chickamauga )\blighted by a failure promptly to follow up that
brilliant triumph,

The early month: of 1§64 revived hope in the most despondent
hearts. The first success was by the Army of Tennessee at Dalton. The
division of Cheatham, Cleburne and Walker under Lieutenant-General
Hardee had been started, February 17th, to re-enforce Lieut.-Gen. Leoni-
das Polk in Mississippi upon receipt of the information that General
Sherman was on the march to Meridian with the aim of attacking Mobile,
Alabama, in the resr. But wlhen Sherman af. o the defeat of his cavalry
under Wm. 8. Smith by Gen, N8. Forrest at Okolona (February 22d),
returned to Vicksburg, the troops uxgr Hardee were ordered back to
Dalton. ~

General Grant had hea’d of the departuré of troops to Mississippi.
and ordered Gen. George E. Thomas to move forward, capture Dalton
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and push his advance as far south as possible. Fighting began near
Dalton, February 24th, but Thomas, finding the Confederate position
very strong, after two days of tentative efforts returned to the camps
around Chattanooga. . y

Now followed a series of Confederate triumplis along the whole field
of action from Virginia to Louisiana. The troops of Georgia and
Florida under Brig.-Gen. Alfred N. Colquitt and Col. George P. Harri-
son gained a brilliant victory at Olustee, Florida, before Brig.-Gen.
Joseph Finigan, commander of the department, could reach the field,
and Forrest won vietory after victory in North Miuini;ppi and West
'l'enﬂ‘:ssee, finishing with the capture of Fort Pillow (April 12th) ; while
the defeat of the formidable expedition of Banks in Louisiana (April 8th
and 9th) followed by his retreat t6 New Orleans and similar defeats of
Steele in Arkansas (April 25th and 30th) with the recovery by the Con-
federates of much lost territory; the'successes of the Confederate iron-
clad Albemarle on the Roanoke River in North Carolina, especially in
assistance rendered Major-GeneralsHoke in the capture of Plymouth
(April 19th and 20th) added to the defeat of the raid of Kilpatrick and
Dahlgren in Virginia in March, a series of surprising exploits raised to
the highest pitch the hopes of the valiant hosts, who under Lee in
Virginia and Johnston in Georgia stood ready to dispute the advance
of the invading armies of Grant and Sherman. In each of these grand
armies Georgia was well represented.

In the Army of Northern Virginia four of the nine brigades of Long-
street’s corps. were Georgians, those of Wm. T. Wofford, Goode Bryan,
George T. Anderson and Henry L. Benning. In Ewell’s corps were

rthe Georgia brigades of George Doles of Rode’s division and of John B.
Gordon of Early's division. . In A. P. Hill’s corps were the Georgia
brigades of Ambrose A. Wright of K. H. Anderson's division, and of
Edward L. Thomas of Wilecox's division. The Georgia batteries of
(“al]awn,\' and Carlton (the latter known as the Troup Artillery) were
attached to the artillery of Longstreet’s corps, commanded by a Georgian,
Brig.-Gen. E. P. Alexander. With the Second or Ewell’s corps was
the Georgia battery of Capt. John Milledge, while with A. P. Hill’s corps
was the Georgia Artillery Battalion of Col. A. S. Cutts, knj»n as the

_Sumter Battalion. In the cavalry corps of Gen. J. E. B. Stuart Georgia

was represented by the brigade of Gen. P,-M. B. Young containing the
Sceventh Regiment, Col. W. P. White; Cobb’s Legion, Col. G. J. Wright ;
Phillips” Legion; Twentieth Battalion, Col. J. M. Millen; and after
July, one Georgia Company with the Jeff Davis (Mississippi) Legion.
Grant with two-fold odds crossed the Rapidan and, following the
line of the water courses patrolled by Federal gunboats, in a flank march
toward Richmond tried to break Lee’s lines in the Wilderness at Spottsyl-
vania Courthouse, on the North Anna and at Cold Hérbor, but was in
each of these battles repulsed, in the last one so severely that Lee felt
such confidence in his ability to battle Grant’s desperate efforts and
hounteous resources, that he sent his Second corps under Early to drive
Hunter from before Lynchburg. This task Early accomplished and
_ then nroving rapidly northeastward crossed the Potomac, won a brilliant
victory at the Monocacy in Maryland and marched to the very suburbs
'M‘.“'aa\ingtou. Returning thence to the Valley of Virginia Early sent
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his cavalry under McCausland to Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, dnd -

_ threw all Southern Pennsylvania into such a panic that Grant who had’
tried to take Petersburg with his.army and ‘)l‘ﬂﬂ'{ the €qnfederate
avcommunication‘s northward with his cavalry and had failed h\bothj

decided to stop’his vigorous aggressive against Lee, and sent Sheridan
to.the Valley with 50,000 men to put an end to Early’s.operations.
Although Early was three times defeated by Sheridan’s overwhelming \
odds, the campaign in 1864 in Viginia closed with Richmond-and
Petersburg still firmly held by the Army of Northern Virginia, all of
Lee’s northward lines of. communication still intact and moxe of the
Shenandoah Valley in Confederate possession than at the beginning of -
the campaign in the preceding May. The entire Virginia campaigu had
been one of the most marvelous in history and the Georgians in every
arm of the service and at every, point of coriflict had reflected the highest
honor on their state. The Confederate Army of NortMrn Virginia had
put out of the fight more men than their own numbers. :

Now let us turn westward and see what had during the same period .
been going on in Georgia and Tennessee. .

First we must review; the list of:Georgia troops engaged in this
important field of operation. In early May"the Georgia troops'in the
Confe(ferpte Army of Tennessee were: In Hardee’s corps and Gen. Wm,
H. T. Walker’s Division, John K. Jackson’s Georgia and Mississippi
Brigade, Gist’s Georgia and South Carolina Brigade, the Georgia
brigiides of C. H. Stevens and H. W. Mercer; in Wm. B, Bate's division

of the same corps Tyler’s brigade of Georgians and Tennesseans; in

Maj.-Gen. C. L. Stevenson’s division of Hood's corps Alfred Cumming’s

-Qeorgia brigade, and in Maj.-Gen. A. P. Stewart’s division of Hood’s

corps Stovall’s Georgia brigade. In Maj.-Gen. W. H. Martin’s division
of Maj.-Gen. Joseph Wheeler’s cavalry corps was the Georgia brigade of
Alfred Iverson.

In the artillery of Martin’s battalion was Capt. Evan P. Howell’s
Georgia battery; in Palmer’s battalion were the Georgia batteries of
Capts. R. W. Anderson and M. W. Havis; in Johnson’s battalion
Capt. Max Van D. Coput’s Georgia battery; in Robertson’s battalion
the Georgia battery of Lieut. W. B. S, Davis. B
. . The State Guards and Reserves were men who had been rﬂ
soldiers, but were honorably discharged, also of men over the m 5
age, of youths under it, also of state and county civil officers or employees
in government shops, who upon the invasion of the state were called
into the field. These troops consisted of : First Battalion, Maj. W. R.
Symons; First Regiment, Col. J. H. Fannin; Augusta Fire Brigade,
Lieut. Col. C. A. Platt; Atlanta Fire Brigade, Lieut.-Col. G. W. Lee;
Georgia State Guards, Lieut.-Col. J. R. Freeman; Second Regiment,
Col. R. F. Maddox ; Third Regiment, Col. E. J. Harris; FourthRegiment,
Col. R. S. Taylor; Fifth Regiment, Col. J. B. Cumming; also twenty-six
indepéndent companies.

During‘theiv\ge of Atlata*ihe following state troops participated :
First- Brigade, Brig.-Gen. R. W. Casswell, consisting of Col. E. H.
Pottle’s regiment ( & Second Regitnent, Col. C. D. Anderson;
Fifth Regiment, Col. S. S. ord ; First Battalion, Lieut.-Col. H. K.
MeCoy ; Ser*?nd Brigade, Brig.-Gen. P. G. Phillips, consisting of Thitd
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Regiment, Col. Q. M. Hill; Fourth Regiment, Col. R. MeMillan'; Sixth
Regiment, Col. .J. W. Burney; Artillery Battaliow, Col.'C. W. Styler;
Third Brigade, Brig.-Gen. C. D. Anderson; Fourth Brigade, Brig.-Gen.
H. 1. MecKay. The regiments composing the last hyb brigades are not
given in the official records.

Just as the cadets of the Virginia Military Institute (Lexington,
Virginia) participated with great honor in the Virginia campaign of
1864, vo likewise the Cadet “Battalion from the Georgia Military Institute
(Marietta, Georgia) served with distinetion from Dalton to the sea.

At the opening of the Géorgia campaign, May 5, 1864, the Confed-
erate Army at and near Dalton under Gen. Joseph E. Johnston num-
bered about 50,000 men, At Rosaca, when Polk's corps:from Mississippi
had joined him, Johnston's strength was something over 70,000, The
three field armies coneentrated under Sherman for the advance against
Atlanta numbered 98,235, but was soon iffereased to 112,000,

On May 7, 1864, the Federal army had advanced past Tunnell Hill
to Mill ('reek Gap. On the &tn and %h at Rocky Face, before Dalton
and at Dug Gap the Federal assaults were repulsed. )

Meanwhile MePherson marched toward Resaca to get behind John-
ston’s force and cut off his retreat southward, Reaching Snake Creek
Gap he met with such stout resistance from Grigsby's Kentucky Cavalry,
the cadetg of the Georgia Military Institute and (Cantey’s Brigade, that
he withdrew for the night to a position between Sugar Valley and the
entrance to the Gap.

Johnston had sent Hood to Resaca with the divisions of Hindman,
Cleburne and Walker, but, learning of McPherson's withdrawal, ordered
Clgburne and Walker to Tilton, midway. Being now advised of the
arrival of Polk at Resaca with Loring's_division of the Army of the
Mississippi, Johnston remained at Dalton during the 11th and 12th.
During this time Wheeler with his cavalry moved around the north end

of the ridge and defeated the Federal cavalry under Stoneman with
“heavy loss in men and wagons,

On May 14th Sherman’s flanking movements caused Johnston to
leave “Dalton and concentrate his army around Resaca. The losses
#round Dalton had been 800 Federals and 400 Confederates. 1 *

CIn the heavy fighting at Resaca May 14th and 15th Hood with
Stewart’s and Stevenson's divisions drove the Federal left from . its
ground and Hindman repulsed Hogker's advance. But MePherson drove
Polk’s skirmishers from the hill in front of his left, which commanded
the Western and Atlanta’s railroad bridge over the Oostenanla, and
held it.  John K. Jackson’s brigade failed to drive back Sweeney 's
flanking force. So Johnston decided to abandon Resaca and retire
toward Kingston. The losses at Resaca had been hetween 2,500 and 3,000
on each side. .

On May 19th in and around Cassville there was heavy skirmishing
and Johnston planned to give battle here; but for reasons, which were

_ subject of considerable dispute between him and two of his three corps

commanders, Hood and Polk, he decided to retire and crossed the Etowah
next morning.

Meanwhile a Federal division had occupied Rome, (;np'turin’f'a large

“amotint of g\mnnimr_\' and quartermaster stores.
] ¥

.
.
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On‘ the third day after crossing to the south of the Etowah River
Johnston learned that the Federal army had also crossed.that stream

i far to his left, so he.moved to meet them and took up a position between

Dallas and the railroad. “On this line for ten days there was continuous

e : Ve
+heavy skirmishing, besides three spirited battles, the ten days fighting-—

being called by both SHerman and Johnston the Battle of New Hope
Church. g " - :

The first of these engagements betwegn portions of each army occurred
on May 25th at and near New Hope Church, in the midst of a heavy
storm, vivid lightning and peals of thunder mingled with the cannon’s
"roar and the musket’s sheet of flame. Hooker hurled his divisions
upon Stewart’s single division in charge after charge, but was repulsed
with the loss of 1,406 men. Stewart's one division of Wood's corps had
lost 400 men and gained a brilliant victory. . ;

Twe later the effort of ard with two divisiong of Sheru_{an 's
&rmy to turn Johnston’s right bropght on a spirited engagement at

ickett’s Mill, in which Cleburne’s ‘single division of Hardee’s corps *

repulsed Howard, inflicting ‘on the Federals a loss of 1,500 men and
losing a little less than 400 of their owiy force.

Next day, May 28th, as McPherson bégan tq withdraw from Dallas,
his three divisions were assailed by Bate’s division of Hardee’s corps.
But it was the Confederates who failed this time. The loss on each side
in this affair was near 400 men. For a week longer there was heavy
skirmishing all along the line. Then Johnston finding that the Federal
left extended far beyond his right, changed position, June 4th, occupy-
ing a new line a little farther to the east. The ‘‘drawn battle of New
Hope Church’’ as Sherman styles it, was ended, withoutimuch advan-
tages to either side.

During the movements that followed, the constant skirmishing and
steady rains kept the opposing armies in great discomfort both night
and day. It was while reconnoitering the position of the Federals from
an exposed point on Pine Mountain, June 14th, that the.Confederate,

" Lieut.-Gen. Leonidas Polk, was killed by a cannon shot. Five days later

Johnston so arranged his army that the key point of the n¢w position
was Kennesaw Mountain. There now occurréd sixteen days of constant

fighting, as Sherman felt for some weak point in the Confede ine
of battle. ; e

At Kulp’s (or Kolb’s) Farm, on June 22d, Hooker and Sch
their two corps against the position held by Hood’s corps. So decisive
was their repulse that Hood in turn attacked the entrenched artillery
of the Federalg and was in turn repulsed, losing 1,000 men which ex-
ceeded the Federal loss by several hundred. Five days later, June 27th,
Sherman assaulted along the whole Confederate front. Logan sup-
ported by Blair and Dodge moved against the mountain and the posi-
tions to the east of it. They were repulsed with heavy loss including
seven regimental commanders. French’s Confederate division easily
held its gronnd and the skirmishy »f Walker's division, although driven
from their firss ion, halting on a hill and aided by the artillery
from French’s position gmalittle Kennesaw, repulsed the Federals hefore
they came under the fire d&\'nlk@r’s troops. Palmer’s corps with

Hooker in res rve made a furious assault upon the intrenchments of o~
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Cheatham and Cleburne to the south and west of the mountain but were
hurléd back with great slaughter.. Among Sherman’s killed wereGen-
erals &larker and McCook. . N

Sherman says of this battle: **By 11-30 the assault was in fact over
and had failed . . " and further on in his report added: **We
failed, losing 3,000 men to the Confederate loss of 630."’

This battle of June 27th at Kennesaw Mountain: was the most im-
portant of all those-fought by the Confederat@Army of Tennessee while
under the command of Gen. Joseph E. Johnston. It had been a very
bloody repulse of Sherman’s larger army,

But within the next five days Sherman tried another flank move-

ment and on the night of July 2nd Johnston abandoned the scene of his
recent victory, giving up Kennesaw Mountain and Marietta, but leav-
ing mo trophiés of any kind to the eneiny.

In all the skirmnishing and battles on this line the Federals ®ad lost
8,000 men and the Confederates 4,000,

Across THE CHATTAHOOCHEE

Johnston fell back deliberately and skilfully, delaying his pursiers
by successful rear-guard fighting until he had crosséd the Chattahoochee
and was arranging his army for an effort to save Atlanta, when on
July 17th he received orders from Richmond to turn his army over to
Lieut.-Gen. Jiin B. Hood, who had been temporarily commissioned
as general. -

General Johnston in turning over his command claimed that Gen-
eral Grant had penetrated farther into Virginia than Sherman had into
Georgia. But the facts are all against that declaration. Grant had
not penetratéd Virginia at all. He had been hurled off at every point,
where he had tried to do so. Lee still held the country over which they
had fought, and all his lines of communication were intact from Peters-
burg to the Shenandoah Valley. Grant had made no captures of manu-
factories or of towns of any kind.

Sherman had marched from Dalton to the vicinity of Atlanta, captur-
ing several towns with manufacturing establishments that were sorely
needed by the Conféderacy and was about te drive another wedge to
split the Confederacy completely asunder.

It was time to be alarmed. So the Confederate Government made a
change, believing that the situation in the central west could not get
much worse and might perhaps be improved under & new commander,
who, if less cautious #han General Johnston, was more aggressive and
having been gne of the most successful division commanders under Lee
and Jackson, was an ardent admirer of their aggressive tacties,

General Hood had lost the use of an arm at Gettyshurg and had lost
a leg at Chickamauga. Yet at the beginning of the Atlanta campaign
he was again insthe saddle and rode as well as most men with all their
limbs intact. "

Hood urged- Generél Jolinston to remain with him and fight the bat-
tle for Atlanta, promising Joh##ton that all the horor should be given
to him in case of victory, while, if defeated, Hood would assume all the
blame. Johnston wo.'d not do this, but explained to him the plan that
he had intended to use in the fight for Atlanta.

5




CHAPTER X
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Carrvre  Trornies—Restur Nor Decisive—Born Sies Crais
Victory —MCPHERSON  AND WaLker KiLep—Bartrie o Ezra
CrurcHn—Two CavaLry ExpenitioNs SENT OuT BY SHERMAN—ONE
UnpEr McCook To JONE§BORO AND ONE UNDER STONEMAN TO MACON
—PrANS T0' RELEASE 34,000 FEDPRAL PRISONERS AT ANDERSONVILLE
—WneeLer  Routs = McCook—IVERsON CAPTURES, STONEMAN—
WHEELER IN SHERMAN'S REAR—BOMBARDMENT OF ATLANTA—HO00D
WITHDRAWS—ATLANTA  FALLS—SoME  CoMPARATIVE  FIGURES—
Hoop'’s ArRMY AT PALMETTO ADDRESSED BY PRESIDENT Davis—Abp-
vanees INTo TENNEssEE—H1s CaMPAIGN A Disastrous Rour—THE
BURNING OF ATLANTA—SHERMAN Resumes His MArcH—WHEELER'S
Cavarry UsiQuitous—MILLEDGEVILLE IN ALARM—PROGRESS THROUGH
THE STATE—FORT MCALLISTER FALLS—HARDEE EvACUATES SAvAN-
~Nan AFTer HowpiNg It por EigHT Davys—Opps AcaiNst Him, THREE

" 10 ONE—SHERMAN REscHES THE SEA—THEN MovEs NORTHWARD—
Last FioutiNGg oF THE YEAR IN GeEsRGiA—WEsT PoiNt AND CoLus-
BUs Rivars ror THis HoNOR—WiLsoN’s HEADQUARTERS IN Macon—
GGEORGIA AT THE CLOSE OP THE WAR,

The army turned over to General Hood was about 50,000 strong, to
which should be added some 5,000 state troops under Maj.-Gen, Gustayvus
W, Smith. Hood had before him the difficult task of holding Atlanta
with its important workshops and of preventing Federal cay raids
against Georgia cities and fields and, what seemed still more difficdlt,
the holding back of the raiders from the capture of 'Andersonville; and
the rescue of thousands of Federal soldiers there imprisoned. What he
did accomplish should bring him praise and not ha*sh criticism. Let
it be remembered that he did not ask for the command, but was too good

a saldier to refuse the leading of a forlorn hope to save the Central West -

for the South.

The battle of Peachtree Creek, July 20th, was a failure, because the
attack which Hood sent the corps of Hardee and Stewart to make upon
Thomas' wing of Sherman’s army, while only partially intrenched,
was for some reason delayed, and this proved fatal to the whole plan.
Among the killed was Gen, C. H. Stevens of South Carolina, command
ing a Georgia brigade.

MePhersoniwith Sherman’s left wing had already seized the Augusta
raifroad gnd was preparing to continue his flanking moverment to the

‘ ’ 7&0
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Macon Road. Unless this movement were checked Atlanta would be

soon captured. It was either attack or give'up Atlanta. <I{ood ordered,’
Hardee and Wheeler to march on the pight of the 21st to the me left

.and rear of the Federal’ army, and attack as near daylight as ssible on 4

the morning of July 22d.  Cheatham was to take up the movement frofii
his right and G. W Smith with the Georgia State Troops was. to join in
the ‘attack. - General Stewart on Hood’s left.was to wateh Thomas and
prevent his going to the aid of Sclisfield and McPherson. The attack
was not made until the morning was far advanced, and though gallantly
made, was only partially successful. At -the close of the day the Con-
federate right held part of the ground previously occupied by Sher-
man’s left, which-had been bent back until it was at-right angles te its
original position. Hardee boze off as trophies eight guns and thirteen
stands of colors, while Cheatham captured five guns and five stands of
colors. . : o, - i
Both hood and Sherman, claimed to be the victors in this battle of

Atlanta, . July 22, 1864. But Sherinan’s orders show that he expected |

to occupy Atlanta that day; which he failed to do.. Hood hoped to sur-
prise and drive Sherman’s army down Peachtree Creck, and this he
failed to do.' But he had defeated Sherman’s flank movement toward
the Macon Road and saved Atlanta for a time. The loss of the Federals
in this day’s fight was near 4,000 men, among whom Gen. James B.
McPherson was killed. = Since the, Confederates repeatedly charged
strong, positions their loss in men was perhaps somewhat greater, but
was not given separately. Among their killed was Maj.-Gen. W. H. T.
Walker, of Georgia. '

Six days later, July 28th, was fought the battle of Ezra Church,
fought by Lieut-Gen. Stephen D. Lee, now in command of Hood's left
wing. The Confederate attacks were repulsed, but the Federals failed
to turn Hood’s left.

Meanwhile Sherman sent a cavalry expedition under General McCook
from the Federal right across the West Point Road to the Macon Road
below Jonesboro, and another under General Stoneman from the Fed-
eral left to meet McCook's force at Macon, whence hoth should sweep
down to Andersonville and release 34,000 Union prisoners there con-
fined. Lieut.-Gen. Joseph Wheeler, who commanded Hood’s cav: o
sent Brig.-Gen. Alfred Iverson to look after Stoneman, while he attended
to McCook. Near Newnan Wheeler routed McCook and chased him
beyond the Chattahoochee, capturing 950 men, 1,200 horses with equip-
ments and two cannons, well-nigh wiping out McCook’s command, Au-
gust 2, 1864., On the same day, Iverson, aided by Maj.-Gen. Howell
Cobb, who had defeated Stoneman at Macon the day before, captured
Stoneman and 500 of his men at Cross Keys with their horses and two
cannons, and closely pursuing the routed Federals past Eatonton and
back to their lines north of Atlanta increased greatly the number of .
captured prisoners and horses. These two victories had deprived Sher-
man of 3,000 of his 10,000 cave -

Wheeler, ‘being“now sent to the rear of Sherman’s army, burned.the
bridge aver the Eloprt red Dalton and Resaca, destroyed thirty-
five miles of railroad, then into Tennessee and uniting with Forrest
wrought hav » with Federal lines of supply in that state, -

. .-
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Sherman continued to extend his lines westwazd and southward from
Atlanta. On August 6th General Schofield’s corps of Sherman’s army
met with a severe repulse from Major-General Bate on Hool's left at
Utuy Creek.

Sherman, thinking that in the absence of W heeler his own cavalry
could do some good work, sent Kilpatrick against the Macon Road, who
was defeated by Gen. W. H. Jackson’s Confederate horsemen, and a
Federal raid along the Augusta Road was at the same time (August
22d), driven back.

Atlanta was subjed'ted to a furious bombardment from the 9th to
the 25th of August. That of the 9th was the most terrible of all. Gen-
eral Hood, in his book entitled ‘‘ Advance and Retreat,"’ says:

.“*Women and children fled into céllars. It was¥painful, yet strange,
to see how expert grew the old men, women and children in building
their little underground forts, into whith to fly for safety during the
storm of shell and shot. Q(ten mid the darkness of night were they
constrained to seek refuge in these dfageons beneath the earth. Albeit
I cannot recall one word from their lips expressive of dxmtufncuon
or willingness to surrender.”’

Sherman, despairing of taking Atlanta by direct attack, sent Slocum
with his sick and wounded back to the Chattahoochee to entrench a
camp there and hold it with one corps, while with his other five corps he
began to march on the night of August 25th to the westward. Reaching
Farburn on the West Point Road, he turned southward towards Jones-
boro, which place the head of his column reached on August 30th.
Thither Hood sent Hardee with his corps and that of Stephen D. Lee
td attack the Federals, But Hardee found them intrenched and failed
to drive them out (August 31st). Lee’s,gorps then marched back toward
Atlanta to protect Hood’s line of retreat, while Hardee, with his one
corps against heavy odds, held his ground in spite of the piercing of his
center and the capture of the larger part of Goren’s brigade and eight
cannons, actually restoring his line and holding back Sherman’s five
corps, until Hood could withdraw from Atlanta and on the morning
of September 2d concentrate his forces at. Lovejoy. Contrary to the
expectations 6f Sherman, Hood had under the most difficult cquiditions
saved his army. But he had left Atlanta to Sherman, who Had new
scored the first decisive vietory won by Union land forces in 1864.

The strength and losses of the opposing armies from the opening of
the campaign at Dalton, May 7, 1864, to the fall of Atlanta, September
92,1864, as stated in their official reports, were as follows:

Union Army—Greatest strength, 113,000 effective troops, and losses .

of 4,423 killed, 22,822 wounded and 4,442 captured or missing—31,087.
Confederate Army—Greatest strength, 71,000 ‘effective, and losses

*of 3,044 killed, 18,952 wounded and 12,983 captured or missing—34,979.

Major Dawes of Cincinnati, an officer of the Union army, estimates
the losses as about equal, 40,000 on each side.

Sherman in his congratulations to his army said that the Confederate
defense of Atlanta had been gallant and skillful.

Sherman thought that he conld now detach Georgia fron the other
states nf Qu» Confederacy, but his propositions were prouiptly‘rejected by

.
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Vice President Stephens and Governor Browxn, who both declared lhat
Georgia would stand or fall with her Southern sisters. i
. Sherman was now in*doubt as to what move to make next;*for’’
«said he, ‘“Hood mll has an army of 40,000 men, who, though- shaken,

are not yet beaten.’

Hood, instead of retreating southward, had in less than two wedm
moved westward and on September fixed his headquarters at Pal-
metto on the West Point Railroad. H resident Davis visited the army,
to which he made an encouraging upeeo.h and in conjunction mth Gen-

*eral Hood formed a plan by ‘which'it was hoped Sherman might bé made
to let go his eonquelu in Georgia. It was hoped that by marching north-
ward and destroying the single ] line of railroad over which the Federal
nrmy drew its supplies Hood'qolﬂd force Sherman to retire into Ten-

t, if he should start from Atlanta to march thgough Georgm,
Y, Hood (1 lrly

couid fall upon his resr, while other forces placed in his
Qront might by united efforts effect his overthrow. President Davis -
never intended that General -Hood should move his army beyond strik-
ing distance of Sherman.

Hood crossed the Chattahoochee on tmober 1st, marched to Dallas,
destroyedrthe railroad for fifteen mniiles above Marietta and sent General
French to capture Allatoona. This post French attacked in the early
morning of October 5th, captured part of the Federal works and drove
the Feéerdl under Corse into a little star-shaped fort, which he would
have foréed into a surrender but for the approach by Sherman with his
‘m)’

Retiring, French joined Hood, who still moved northwagd, tore up the
railroad from Resaca to Tunnel Hill and captured the Federal posts at
Tilton, Dalton and Mill Creek Gap. The first important effect of Hood’s
northward movement was that Sherman, leaving a corps to hold Atlanta,
marched with the rest of his army after Hood. The Confederate general
avoided battle with Sherman and marched to Gadsden in Alabama,
where he had abundant supplies. Thence he moved to Florence on the
Tennessee. Sherman says that ‘‘thus far Hood’ s movements had been
rapid and skilful.”’

In fact more than two months had passed since the fall of Atlanta a
Hood’s tactics had kept Sherman up to this time from making any
ther advance.

Sherman now sent by rall two corps to reinforce Thomas who had
been put in command of Tennessee with headquarters at Nashville.
Then wita threg corps he turned back to join the other corps at Atlanta.

Hood, instead of hanging on his rear according to the plan of Presi-
dent Davis, after consulting with General Beauregard, now in command
of the western department, marched for Tennessee. In that state he was
joined b¥ the splendid cavalry corps of Gen. N. B. Forrest, a body of
soldiers that had for months gained wonderful victories in North Mis-
sissippi and Tennessee.

We cannot iracé. in these pnges Hood’s movements and battles in
Tennessee, Suffice it to 4y that, after as gallant an effort as soldier ever
made to retriéeve what had ﬁen lost, he failed irretrievably. Hood

had sent Whe \er s cavalry back fo Georgia and thither algo went Gen- ..
Vol. 1113 &
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eral Beauregard, to gather a force and hold Sherman in check as best he
could, while Hood in Tennessee decided the fate of the central west.

On November 14th Sherman concentrated around Atlanta 60,000 in-
fantry and artillery in four corps, the right wing under Howard and
the left under Slocum, and 5,500 cavalry under Kilpatrick.

Under Sherman’s orders Capt. 0. M. Poe ‘‘thoronghly destroyed
Atlanta, save its me re dwelling houses and churches,”’ There was no
effort to keep the flames from spreading and about eleven-twelfths of the
city was destroyed.. Capt. Daniel Oakey, of the Stcond Massachusetts
Volunteers, says: ‘‘Sixty thousand of ns witnessed the destruction of

‘Atlanta, while our post band and that of the Thirty-third Massachusetts

played martial airs and oporntlc selections.”” The barbarism of this
whole transaction is a fitting sequel to the expulsion of the people of
Atlanta soon after its occupatign by General Sherman.,

Four months from the time that Hood took command Sherman be-
gan his devastating Tarch. ‘Rbe only force available to oppose him con-
sisted of 3,000 Georgia reserves (state troops) under Maj.-Gen. Gustavus
W. Smith and Wheeler’s cavalry. By presenting a bold front these
forces caused Howard to pass Griffin, Forsyth and Macon unmolested.

At Griswoldville contrary to General Smith’s orders the state troops
attacked an entrenched Federal division and were repulsed, losing 51
killed and 472 wounded. Yet they remained close to the Federal line
until dark, when they were withdrawn to Macon and sent by rail to
Thomasville, and from that point to Savannah.

As the Federal army approached Milledgeville, attempts were made
to remove the state property and archives. Since the penitentiary had
been used for the manufacture of arms and was liable to be destroyed,
Governor Brown released the conviets and organized them into a uni-
formed and enlisted battalion under Captain Roberts. They did good
service in removing property and in resisting the advance of the enemy.

Along the line of march Sherman’s ‘‘Bummers” entered private
houses. took everything valuable, burned what they could not carry off
and in soe instances set fire to the house itself. They tore rings from the
fingers of ladies and hung up old men to make them (el&q‘hel’e treasures
were buried.

Wheeler with his cavalry was almost ubiquitous, defeatmg- exposed
detachments, preventing foragers from going far from the main body,
defending cities and towns along the railroad lines and in some instances
saving arsenals and depots of supplies. For instance, Wheeler heard at

midnight of November 25th that Kilpatrick was moving against Au-‘

gusta. *He led his horsemen in hot pursuit, their way lighted by the
barns, cotton gins, corn eribs and houses fired by the Federals. Near
Waynesboro he overtook Kilpatrick, whom he roated so effectually that
the Federal horsemen sought the protection of the infantry, from which
they did not venture again during the campaign.

At the railroad bridge over the Oconee River part of the Georgia
Reserves and the cadets of the Georgia Military Institute held in check
Howard's advance during the 23d and part of the of November,
Anstit led the cadets at the railroad bridge on the and Maj. A. L.

. Martridge drove back a Federal detashment which had crossed the river.

On the 24th Gen. H. C. Wayne in command at this point stoutly held one
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end of the bridge until night, although the enemy, had set fire !,o the
other end.

General Beauregard had been unable to collect a forte. aufﬁue
do more than delay Sherman’s large army, which on Decémber-101
peared near Savannah. This city was defended by 18,000 Conful(-rmcs
under Lieut.-Gen. W. J. Hardee. \

All the approaches to Sa: ah by water had been hitherto sucecss-
fully defended. Fort MecAllistsr had scored vietory nflexj victory over
the Union fleet. But now the severest test of all was eommg The fort
with its heavy guns ‘and valiant hearts had been able to keep Fedcral
ironclads from going up the Ogéechee or Federal transports from land-
ing troops to march upon the city from the rear. But what could its
little garrison of 230 men avail against Major-General Hazen’s division
4.000 streng?  They could fight and, upon the tegtimony of the enemy,
this they did until every man was individually ov erpowered. Tlns oc-
curred December 13, 1864. -

Sherman was now-able to communicate with the Union fleet. He ex-
‘pected to capture Savannah an gts défending army. But Hardee fO{
eight days more held the city more than three times' his num-
bers. Then he withdrew afross the Savannah, having made one of the
most successful retreats of the war.

The Confederate fleet in the Savannah River, which hitherto added
reatly to the strength of the land batteries that defended all the ap-
proaches in that direction, consisted of the Milledgeville, the ironclad
Savannah, the Waterwitch and the small steamers, Beauregard and
General Lee, all under command of Commodore Tattnall.

The Waterwitch had been a vessel of the Federal blockading fleet
and had been captured on the night of July 3, 1864, while Johnston and
Sherman were still maneuvering and fighting hetween Marietta and the
Chattahoochee River. The capture had been accomplished by a board-
ing party under Lieuts. Thomas P. Pelot and Joseph Price. In this
brilliant affair Lieutenant Pelot was killed. The Waterwitch was added
to the Confederate navy with Lieut. W. W Carnes i command,

Before the evacuation of Savannah by Hardee, ( ‘ommodore Tsttnall
destroyed the navy yard and naval property including a la tity
of ship timber, blew up the water battery, Georgia, and sa Con-
federate ships, Waterwitch and Milledgeville. The small steamers,
Beauregard and General Lee, an unfinished torpedo boat, 150 cannons
and 32,000 bales of cotton fell into the hands of the Federals.

Captain Brent commanding the ironclad Savannah was still in the
river, when the flag of the United States was raised over Fort Jackson.

‘Captain Brent promptly opened fire, drove the troops from the guns of

the fort and, game to the last, flew the Confederate flag until the night
of the 21st. Then, running his vessel over to the Carolina shore, he
blew it up at 10 P. M. and marched with his crew to join General
Hardee’s column. Py

. Gengral"8herman reported that he had destroyed the railroads for
more than 100 miles, had carried away more than 10,000 horses and
mules, as well as a cdfatless number of slaves. He said: ‘I estimate
the datiage done to the State of Georgia and its military resousees at



786 GEORGIA AND GEORGIANS

$100,000,000, at least $20,000,000 of which has inured to our auuutugc,
and the remainder is simply waste and destruction.”’

As ihe year 1864 came to an end Georgia was in a deplorable con-
dition. The polls of the state had decreased from 52,764 to 39,863. The
state’s expeditures for the year had been $13,288 435 and bank capital
had decreased one half. It required $49.00 of Confederate money to buy
$1.00 of gold. Governor Brown claimed ‘that during the fall and
winter Georgia had a larger proportion of her white population under
arms than any other state in the Confederacy.

As the year 1865 opened there was no prospect for better things.

Sherman's army had- swept through the state leaving a wide trail of
devastation. But his army was not occupying the state and the Legisla-
ture met at the usual time and place (Milledgeville), atid passed resolu-

ns sustaining the continuance of the war. This showed that Georgia
vy still ready to succeed or perish with her southern sisters,

Even before Sherman had reached thescoast in gecember, 1864, citi-
zens of Ztlanta were moving back to Atlanta and putting up temporary
buildings in which to transact business. Confederate cavalry had re,
occupied the city and on January 23, 1865, Brig.-Gen. Wm. T. Wofford
assumed command of all Confederate troops in North Georgia with
headquarters at Atlanta, He called in and organized several thousand
men and brought order out of chaos. There was much destitution
throughout all that section of the state. To the north of the Chatta-
hoochee was a Federal force under Brigadier-General Judah. With him
Gpneral Wofford opened a correspondence and the two arranged a truce.
Wafford haf supplies of corn and Judah furnished the wagons for
distributing thé corn among the people.

After Hood’s army had retreated from Nashville into North Mis-
sissippi many thousands had been furloughed. They were now reporting
for duty again. - Partly by sail and part of the way on foot they were

crossing Georgia to engage in the campaign of the Carolinas. Gen.
" Richard Taylor was in command in Alabama and Mississippi and Gen-
eral Forrest in Alabama, and his gallant cavalry were ready to do all in
their power to hold back invasions.

When Sherman was on his northward march through South Caro-
lina in February, 1865, he sent Kilpatrick with his cavalry against
Augusta, Georgia. But the gallant Georgian, Joseph Wheeler, routed
Kilpatrick at Aiken, South Carolina, as he had at Waynesboro, Georgia,
the preceling November, and a second time saved Augusta from pitlage
and destruction.

Wiien the campaign of 1865 opened, the soldiers of Georgia, both
in Virginia and in the Carolinas, stood as ready as ever to stand by
their colors even to the death.

When Lee ordered the attack at Fort Steadman, it was Georgm s
dasiing Lieut.-Gen. John B. Gordon, who led the assault and it was he,
who at Appomattox in command of Lee’s left wing, led the last attack
made Lysthe Army of Northern Virginia, and Brig.-Gen. Clement A.
Evan® who was for several months acting major-general, com-
manded (Gordon’s old divisién ineluding the famous Stonewall brigade,
who on thesextreme lef§, not knowing that Lee and Grant had egreed
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upon terms of surrender, led a successful charge which shed a parting
glory over the Army of Northern Virginia.

In the Cenfederate army in the Carolinas under Gen. Joseph E.
Johnston, the (m:rglans of the Army of Tennessee acted a brilliant part
in the charges at Bentonville led by the distinguished Georgia soldier,

* Lieut.-Gen. W, J. Hardee.

The last noted wilitary events in Georgia were those connected with
the cavalry raid of Maj.-Geh. James H. Wilson, who With 10,000 Federal
cavalry swept across Alabama.and entered Georgia near West Point.
One of his detachments under Colonel La Grange defeated a small Con-
federate force under Gen. Robert C. Tyler (who was killed), April 16th.
On the same day at Columbus another division, of General Wilson’s force
defeated Gen. Howell Cobb, capturing 1,200 lpcn and fifty-two field guns.
They also destro\ ed all Confederate river craft and burned the cotton
mills. But neither of thése combats was the last one of the.war. Tha®
distinction belgngs to Texas in which state at Falmétto Ranch; May 13th,
the Confederates won a ‘brilliant little victory.

From Columbus Wilson's forces began to move toward Macon. Within
thirteen miles of that city they were met by Brigadier-@eneral Robertson
of Wheeler's corps under a flag of truce, bearing a letter froim General
(obb announcing- an armistice between Generals Johnston and Sher-
man. Before General Wilson could take action Colonel White of his
command had dashed into the city and received the sutrender of the
garrison with Genera., Cobb, Smith and Marshall. When informed of
the armistice, General Wilson issued the necessary orders to carry it out.
He reeeived notice (April 30th) of the final capitulation of all the Con-
federate forces east of the Chattahoochee River.

President Davis held his last cabinet meeting in ‘Washington,
Georgia, on May 4 and 5, 1865. He was captured near Irwinville,
(Georgia, on the morning of May 10, 1865.

(ieorgia was left in a sad condition. The assessed valuation of the
whole taxable property of the state had been reduced from $600,000,000
in 1860 to less than $200,000,000. Her resources of every kind had been
fearfully depleted, her territory ravaged, many of her factories and
workshops destroyed, her slaves freed and her people reduced to poverty.
But to a dauntless people no disaster is irreparable, as is proved by
Georgia's present wealth and proud position among the states of the
restored Union. '
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CHAPTER X1

PRESIDENT LINCOLN'S ASSASSINATION—A CALAMITY TO THE SoUvTH—
Jous WiLKeS Boorn—EstiMaTES oF THE MARTYRED PRESIDENT—
ANDREW JOHNSON INAUGURATED—HIs HUMBLE ORIGIN—TABOOED BY
THE TENNESSEE ARISTOCRATS—RESOLVES T0 MAKE TREASON Opilovs—
ORDERS THE ARREST OF SOUTHERN LEapers—Mg. Toomss Makes His
Escare 1o Ecuom:—.:ﬂmmu.\ AN Asyrusm ror THE Fucitive Con-
FEDERACY—THE LAST MEETING oF THE CONFEDERATE CABINET I'N THE
OLp Hesso Hovsg, At WasHINGTON, (GEORGIA—HISTORY RepPEATS
ITSELF—THE ARRIVAL OF THE SPECIE TRAIN—THE LasT ORDER OF
THE CONFEDERATE GOVERNMENT—Mas R. J. Moses—TuE Faxous
Raip oN THE CONFEDERATE TREASURE WAGONS—PRESIDENT Davis
OVERTAKEN BY FEDERAL CAvaLRY, NEAR IRWINVILLE, GEORGIA, AND

" PrAcED UNDER ARKEST—AN AUTHORITATIVE ACCOUNT OF THE AFFAIR
—PRESIDENT DAvis WHEN ARResTED Was Nor WEarING His WiFe's
:Imw-SKurr AND  SUN-BoNNET—FALsEnoops  Concerving  Hin
{EFUTED.

President Abraham Lincoln was assassinated on April 14, 1865, within
five days after Appomattox. His death at the hands of one in sympsthy
with the Confederate cause was a dire calamity to the South. It n-move;i
from the presidential chair a far greater man than Andrew Johnson.
It served, moreover, to place this section in a false light before the world

and to cast reproach upon a brave people who, with a record for heroism*

unsurpassed in the world’s history, were not slow, even amid the ashes
of defeat, to condemn an act for which there was neither palliation nor
excuse. The South was not in' need of an 's arm to defend hef,
when Robert E. Lee's stainless sword, through dnr splendid years, had
blazed the way for her victorious legions. But she did need & friend in
the White Iouse; and she undoubtedly possessed such a friend in the
teader-hearted, broad-minded, fun-loving, genial and gentle man of the
people, concerning whom our own mat:hless Grady, in & great speech be-
fore a New England audience, said, in after years: *

“My friends, Doctor Talmage has told you that the typical Amer-
ican has yet to come, Let me tell you that he has already cqme. Great
types, like rare plants, are slow to flower and fruit. But from the union
of these colonists, Puritan and Cavalier, from the straightening of their
purposes and the crossing of their blood, slow-perfecting through a cen-
tury, came he who stands as the first typical American, the first to com-
prehend within himself, all the strength and gentleness, all the majesty

" Banquet speech before the New England Society o( New York, deliverad Decem-*
ber 21, 1884,
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and grace of this Repubhe—Abmham Lincoln. He was llje sum of
Puritan and Cavalier, for in-his ardent nature were fusyd ‘the virtues
of both and in the depths of his great soul thie. faults of both were losr
He was greater than Puritan, greaterthan L&n&er in Jﬂhnt he
Awmerican, and that in his honest form gvere gathefed the-vast and 'thnll
ing forces of his ideal government, charging it with such tremendotls )
meaning and so lifting it above human suffering that marty rdzw though,
infamously aimed, carig as a fitting crown to a life,. consecrated from
the cradle to human liberty.”

John Wilkes Booth was a fanatic and. a madman, His life on the
tragic stage supplied food to a nature inherently morbid. He craved
notoriety ; and on more than one occasion he is said to have expregsed a
desire to make ‘his final éxit in a spectacular fashion. True to his
theatrical instincts, therefore; he planned a drama in which his insane
wish was to.be realized; but for the Soutk as well as for himself, it was
fated to prove a tragedy. Its-only effect was to multiply the atrocities
of a lawless era and to impart new terrors to the hideous nightmare of
reconstruction.

Unexpectedly summouned to the helm, Mr. Johnson begap his ad-
ministration with gn avowed irtention ‘‘to make treason odious.”’” This
malignant threat was aimed at the southern leaders. To quote a phrase
of the period, these had started ‘‘a rich man’s war and a poor man 's
fight.”” Though an East Tenn , it was not from the slave-holding
aristocracy that he derived hi mhrlght he sprang from an humble
element of the state’s population known as ‘‘peor whites,’’ among whom
slave-holding was almost unknown. It is not to Mr. Johnson's discredit
that he began his career in a tailor’s wobk-shop; but there was always
an air of resentment in the attitude which he assumed toward the ruling
classes, some of whom, even when he became governor of the state, were
outspoken enough to remind him that, in spite of his political prestige,
he was still an outeast from the best social life of Tennessee. Mr. Lincoln
was of an equally humble origin, but his outlook upon life was much
broader, and he was dominated less by his dislikes than by his sympathies.

Pursuant to his announted purpose, Mr. Johnson at once began to
make an example of the leaders. Governor Brown, Howell Cobb, Robert
Toombs, Benjamin H. Hill, and Alexander H. Stephens
as arch-offenders and marked for condign punishmen
was then occupying the executive chair at \hlledgevnlle General Cobb
had been secretary of the treasury under President Buchanan, had been
an ardent secessionist, and had presided over the Provisional Congress
at Montgomery, Alabama. General Toombs was for a shor! time premier
of the Confederate Cabinet, He had also been a fire-brand in the cause
of secession—its master-spirit. Mr. Hill had been the recognized spokes-
man for Mr. Davis in the Confederate Senate and, though originally
opposed to secession, had sought with unrivalled eloquence to revive the
drooping spirits of the army, and had urged our soldiers at the front to

t on. Mr/ iphens had also been a strong anti-secessionist; but,
having accepted the office of vice president of the Confederate States,
he had“#¥eomg a shinning mark for political proscription.

Each of lﬁm,le&dem, with the exception of Mr. Toombs, was duly

_ arrested and imprisoned. Mr. Stephens, notwithstanding™his frail health,

-
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was incarcerated at Fort Warren. in Boston Harbor. Governor Brown
was confined in Carroll prison, in Washington, D. (. and Mr. Hill in
Fort LaFayette, New York. But all were subsequently released ; and,
withthe single exception of Mr. Toombs, all were pardoned. Mr. Toombs
elftied apvest by taking a path which led from the rear of his home in
Washington, Georgia, to the forest stretches beyond. Mrs, Toombs de-
layed the arresting officer at the front door, while Mr. Toombs momenlaft
ily inereased the distance which lay behind him, thus finding his way
to a saddled horse. It proved to be his faithful mare, Gray Alice, On
the back of this faithful animal, he traveled all the way to New Orleans,
through' which port he finally made his escape to Europe. He was for
six months in the saddle and st times was closely pressed by his pur-
suers. Once out of the country, his safety was assured. The flight of
Mr. Toombs constitutes a dramatic episode in the history of Reconstruc-
tion but one hardly ir'.keeping with the heroic mold of the kingly
Georgian. The following particulars are condensed from an account
furnished by"Prof. U.aB. Phillips: ®

*“Toombs was left unmolested by the Federal military until May 11.
On that day, however, a fiesh detachment 0f troops entered the town and
proceeded to Toombs's home with an order from the Secretary of War
for his arrest. But Toombs fled from the house as the soldiers were ap-
proaching and lay in hiding until a young friend, Charles E. Irwin,
who had just returned from a lieutenancy in the artillery under Long-
street, got into communieation with him and arranged a rendezvous at
a farm some eighteen miles from Washington. He led thither mext
morning Toombs’s well-known war-horse, Gray Alice, and served as
companion and messenger for the fugitive during the following weeks.
The two men journeyed into northeastern Georgia, where Toombs kept
moving about to avoid capture, while Irwin went on errands to open
communication for Toombs at his home and at Savannah.

“On August 5. 1865, General J. B. Steedman, in command of the,
Federal troops in the district, telegraphed from Augusta to the Secretary
of War: ‘The wife of Robert Toombs, of Georgia, desires to know
whether Mr. Toombs can be paroled if he surrenders to the military
authorities.” Secretary Stanton replied, Avgustedl: ‘Your telegram
respecting Robert Toombs has been submitted %o the President, who
directs that if Mr. Toombs comes within reach of the U. S. forces he
be immediately arrested and sent in close custody to'Fort Warren.’ “At
Savannah, Irwin tried unsuccessfully to make arrangements for Toombs
to leave the country through that port. He then rejoined Toombs in
central Georgia and accompanied him qn_a cautious horseback journey
to the latter’s plantation in Stewart county, and thence by rail and
steamboat to Mobile and New Orleans, whence Toombs saileds November
4, for Havana. There, at last, on’ foréign soil. he was safe from
arrest, ®* ® ¢ ) :

**Toombs thought for a time of locating in Mexico; but he soon gave 7

up that plan. His wife joined him at Havana and they sojourned there
during the winter and spring.. In May, she returned home, while he
'pmm.-.l.-ul to Europe in further prospecting fora home. Mrs. Toombs

&

* ““The Life of Robert Toombs,”’ by U. B. Phillips. The Magmillan Co., 254-256,
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joined him in Paris in July and they spent the following<year and a
half in European exile. Their living ex Y were defrayed by the
sale of part of his great tract of land, in Texas. The l?d was wild
and the price was low; and Toombs was fond of saying*vhile alwéud
that he was eating an acre of dirt a day. i 3

““Neither Toombs’s spirit nor his resolution to remain in exjle ugp&r
to have flagged until jn' December, 1866, he received a cable* dispatch -
telling him of the deatl¥ of his daughter, Mrs. Dudley M. DuBose. Mrs.
Toombs at once returned, léaving her husband, like herself, bowed down.
For the first'time he felt the pangs of a geriuine exile. Grief-stricken and
lonely, he felt the weight of increasing years and his dependence upon
the remaining dear ones at heme. Within a few weeks he fourd his
exile insuppordable, and notified his wife that he was about to return.
‘The worst that ean happen to.me is a prison,’ said he, ‘and I don't see
much to choose between my present positfon and afiy decent fort.” - Re-
turning to the ‘United States in the spring of 1867 he had a satisfactory
interview with President Johnson, went home, and was never molested
by the Federal authorities.” . - g

\ 1t s0 happened that Wpon Georgia’s soil the last pathetic ¢hapter in

the life of our ‘‘storm-cradled ration’’ was written; for it was in the
Town of Washington, Wilkes County, Georgia, that the Confederacy’s
expiring breath was drawn, its last cabinet meeting held, its last order
signed. Strange, indeed, are the ironies of fate. Robert Toombs was
Georgia's impassioned Mirabeau. He stormed the sfate into secession.
Jefferson Davis was the titular head of the Southern Confederacy ; but
Toombs was its genius. In after years hF refused te take the oath of
allegiance. Like Robin Hood, he gloried in his outlawry, and, impenitent
to the last, died an ‘‘unpardoned rebel.”” It was not unmeet, therefore,
that, when tottering to its fall, the government which he had helped to
form, which he had almost called into existence, should have found its
last asylum in the Town of Washington, the home of Robert Toombs.
Thus it came about that the same man who rocked its cradle furnished
its death bed:

Mr. Davis, withdrawing from Richmond in advance ¢f its evacua-

tion, refugeed to Danville, accompanied by a small retinue of followers.
Greensboro, North Carolina, and Abbeville, South | lina, were his
next stopping places. Thence he turned his face toward Washington,

Georgia, where, in the famous old Heard House, the last meeting of
the Confederate cabinet was held. This historic land-mark has long
since disappeared. It was built in 1824 and occupied for years as a
* bank, constituting one of the tributaries of the Georgia State Bank of
Savannah. Later it became the home of Gen, B. W. Heard, a descendant
of the noted pioneer famiiy of this name who founded the Town of
Wasnington.. The old Heard House formally stood on a lot facing the
present Court House Square, but was demolished in 1904 to make way
for the present kandsome building in which the county offices are located.
. Hem, in a rooni oecupied by Dr. J. J. Robertson, then cashier of the
bank, -Davis, on May 5, 1865, met for the last tinie the members of
his offitial “hgisehold. Those present were: John C. Breckinridge,
secretary of war:John H. Reagan, postmaster-general, anq several mem-
bers of the president's military staff, including Gen.” A. R. Lawton,

-.
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was incarcerated at Fort Warren, in Boston Harbor. Governor Brown
was confined in Carroll prison, in- Washington, D. C. and Mr. Hill in
Fort LaFayette, New York. But all were subsequently released ; and,
with the single exception of Mr. Toombs, all were pardoned. Mr. Toombs
eluded arrest by taking a path which led from the rear of his home in
Washington, (icorgia, to the forest stretches beyond. Mrs. Toombs de;
layed the arresting officer at the front door, while Mr. Toombs monwntar
ily increased the distance which lay behind him, thus finding his way
to a saddled horse. It proved to be his faithful mare, Gray Alice, On
the back of this faithful animal, he traveled all the way to New Orleans,
through which port he finally made his escape to Europe. He was for
six months in the saddle and at times: was closely pressed by his pur-
suers. Once out of the cquntry, his safety was assured. The flight of
Mr. Toombs constitutes a dramatic episode in the history of Reconstrue-
tion but one hardly in“keeping with the heroic mold of the kingly
Georgian. The following particulars are ‘condensed from an account
furnished by Prof. U.®. Phillips: *

“*Toombs was left unmolested by the }‘0‘1](‘1’31 military until May 11.
On that day, however, a fresh detachment of troops entered the town and
proceeded to Toombs’s home with an order from the Secretary of War
for his arrest. But Toombs fled from the house as the soldiers were ap-
proaching and lay in hiding until a young friend, Charles E. Irwin,
who had just returned from a lieutenancy in the artillery under Long-
street, got into communication with him and arranged a rendezvous at
a farm some eighteen miles from Washington. He led thither next
morning Toombs’s well-known war-horse, Gray Alice, and served as
companion apd messenger for the fugitive during the following weeks.
The two men journeyed into northeastern Georgia, where Toombs kept
moving about to avoid capture, while Irwin went on errands to open
communication for Toombs at his home and at Savannah.

““On August 5, 1865, General J. B. Steedman, in command of the¢
Federal troops in the district, telegraphed from Augusta to the Secretary
of War: ‘The wife of Robert Toombs, of Georgia, desires to know
whether Mr. Toombs can be paroled if he surrenders to the military
authorities.” Seecretary Stanton replied, Augusg™1: ‘Your telegram
respecting Robert Toombs has been submitted {o the President, who
directs that if Mr. Toombs comes within reach of the U. S. forces he
be immediately arrested and sent in close custody to Fort Warren.” At
Savannah, Irwin tried unsuccessfully t6 make arrangements for Toomnbs
to leave the country through that port. He then rejoined Toombs in
central Georgia and accompanied him on a cautious horseback j(;umey
to the latter’s plantation in Stewart county, and thence by rail and
stenmboat to Mobile and New Orleans, whence Toombs sailed November
%, for Havana. There, at last, on forﬂgn soil, he was safe from
arrest. ® ¢ ¢ -

**Toombs thought for a time of locating in Mexico: but he soon gave
up that plan. His wife joined him at Havana and they sojourned there
during the winter and spring. In May, she returned home, while he
jproceeded to Europe in further prospecting for a home. Mrs. Toombs »

* “*The Life of Robert Toombs,’” by U. B. Phillips. The Maemillan Co., 254-256,
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joined him in Paris in July and they spent the following yéar and a
half in European exile. Their living expel were defrayed by the
sale of part of his great tract of land ,in Texas. The land was wild
and the price was low; and Toombs was:fond of saying-hile aprohd
that he was eating an acre of dirt a day.

“‘Neither Toombs’s spirit nor his resolution to remain ' in exile appedr, -
to have flagged until December, ‘1866, he received a cableMdispatch
telling him of the deatl‘)%f his danghter, Mrs. Dudley M. DuBose. Mrs.
Toombs at once returned, léaving hér husband, liké herself, bowed down.
For the ﬁrst time he felt the pangs of a gentiine exile. Grief-stricken and
lonely, he *felt the weight of increasing years and his dependence upon
the remaining dear ones at home. Within a few weeks he found his
exile insupportdble, and notified his wife that he was about to return.
‘The worst that ¢an happen to me is a prison,’ said he, ‘and I don’t see
much to choose between my present po_sit.i%n and any decent fort.”  Re-
turning to the United, States in the spring of 1867 he had a satisfactory
interview with President Johnson, went home, nnd was never molested
by the Federal authorities.’’

1t so happened that tpon Georgia’s soil the last pathetic chapter in
the life of our ‘‘storm-cradled ‘tation’’ was written; for it was in the
Town of Washington, Wilkes County, Georgia, that the Confederacy’s
expiring breath was drawn, its last cabinet meeting held, its last order
signed. Strange, indéed, are the ironies of fate. Robert Toombs was
Georgia's impassioned Mirabeau. He stormed the state into secession.
Jefferson Davis was the titular head of the Southern Confederacy; but
Toombs was its genius. In after years hg refused to take the oath of
allegiance. Like Robin Hood, he gloried in his outlawry, and, impenitent
to the last, died an ‘‘unpardoned rebel.”” It was not unmeet, therefore,
that, when tottering to its fall, the government which he had helped to
form, which he had almost called into existence, should have found its
last asylum in the Town of Washington, the home of Robert Toombs.
Thus it eame about that the same man who rocked its cradle furnished
its death bed.

Mr. Davis, withdrawing from Richmond in advance of its evacua-
tion, refugeed to Danville, accompanied by a small retinue of followers.
Greensboro, North Carolina, and Abbeville, South ina, were his
next stopping places. Thence he turned his face tow: ‘Washington,
Georgia, where, in the famous old Heard House, the last meeting of
the Confederate cabinet was held. This historic land-mark has long
, sinee disappeared. It was built in 1824 and occupied for years as a
bank constituting one of the tributaries of the Georgia State Bank of
Savannah. Later it became the home of Gen. B. W. Heard, a descendant
of the noted pioneer family of this name who founded the Town of
Washington. The old Heard House formally stood on a lot facing the
present Court House Square, but was demolished in 1904 to make way
for the present } ~ndsome building in which the county offices are located.
. Hove, in a room occupied by Dr. J. J. Robertson, then cashier of the
hnnk Mg,-Davis, on May 5,.1865, met for the last time the members of
his official Mm:hold Those present were: John (. Breckinridge,
secretary of war; John H. Reagan, postmaster-general, and several mem-
bers of the president’s military staff, including Gen. A. R. Lawton,
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quartermaster-general; Gen. I. M. St. John, commissary-general; Maj,
R. J. Moses and others. It so happened that General ’FN}yxbs was also

., in Washington when. the Confederate cabinet met, in the eld Heard

House for its_final deliberations, and though not on ‘the best of terms’
with Mr. Davis, he offered to put a horse at his disposal for the home-
ward journey. But this offer Mr, Davis politely declined. Here the
final deliberations occurred, aftc:sxinh the cabinet ceased to exist and
the Confederate Government p into history. Tt is a sémewhat
unique and singular coincidence that almost on this same spot—eighty-
five years before—the state authorities of Georgia, reiugeeing' from the
British, here found an asylum at Heard's Fort, thus making the Town
of Washington a plaze of refuge for two separate and distincet fugi-
tive governments: the Staté of Georgia and the Confederate States of
America.* .

During the stay of the Confederate officials in Washington great
excitement was produced By the arrival upon the scene of a train of
wag.oné bearing gold and silver in large quantities. It belonged to the
Confederate Government and was carefully guarded by an drmed force
of men. Actual money was a scarde commodity in the South at this
time, gnd, since little value any longer attached to Confederate notes,
this train of wagons made the countryside almost hysterical; it became
known as the ‘‘Specie Train,”’ and as such it is still recalled to this
day in the local traditions. To a8 many soldiers as could be reached,
the sum of $26.25 each was paid, on proper attestation of service; accord-
ing to the rolls; and, at the same time, $40,000 was reserved for rations,
to be issued to soldiers returning from the front. It is to the distribution
of this specie that the final orders of the Confederate Government
relate.

To the dry official records we are indebted for a choice bit of
information concerning the last order of the Confederate Government,
issued while the authorities still lingered in this Georgia town, whose
pathetic but immortal duty it was to furnish a dying couch for a Lost
Cause and to witness the death-throeg of an empire. This document
is commonplace in itself. It deals with what is seemingly an unimportant
transaction. But viewed as the culminating order of a government
which for four years had fought an unparalleled fight, which with ouly
600,000 men had faced an army in magnitude more than four times
greater, which had disbursed billions, of treasure and made an admiring
world pay homage to southern chivalry; viewed in this light the last
order of the Confederate Government is one of the most precious relics
in the world’s historic museum. - The paper containing this order tells
its own story, apart from the message which it preserves in writing. It
was manufactured under the adverse conditions incident to the Con-
federacy’s last days. Thin, yellow, coarse, porous, it reflects the pre-
vailing destitution. In size, it resembles commercial note paper, but
here the resemblance ends. T scan the contents, it directs Maj. R. J.
Moses, a Ggorghén, to pay $10,000 in gold bullion to its hearer, Maj.
R. R. Wood, whose signature attached to the receipt shows the prompt-
-

* Authori ps: Miss Eliza F. Andrews, Miss Annie M. Lane and Mrs, T. M. Green,
all of Washir  ton, Georgia.
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ness, the ﬁllelm., and the honesty with which !h\s final order was
executed.  Here follows the order:

“Maj. R.J. Moses, O, S, ‘will pay $10,000; the amount of bullion
appropriated to Q.M. Dep. by Sec. War, to Maj. R. R. Wood. By order
of Q. M. Gen. )

W, K. ALEXaNpek, Maj. and Ass. to Q. M. Gen.

“5 May, 1865, Washington."’

The reeeipt is as follows:
"\\'uhmgton May 5

* Received from Maj. R. J. Moses three boxes estimated to \nntam
.ﬂo,mm in bullion. This has not been weighed or- counted, and is to be
opened hefore two commissioned officers and a certificate of contents
made, which certificate is to be forwarded to Maj. R. J. Moses, and by
the amount certified to the undersigned is to be bound.

- % ““R. R. Woop, Maj. and Q. M.”’

It was on the old Abbeville Road, between Washington, Georgia, and
Abbeville, South Carolina, at a point occupied by the old Chenault home,
that the famous raid on the Confederate treasure wagons occurred. This
dramatic episode is too vitally interwoven with the history of the recon-
straetion period in Georgia to escape mention somewhat more in detail.
We quote the following account from one who, if not an eye-witness,
was at the time a resident of Wilkes, old enough to recall the excitement
oceasioned by the incidents which we here set forth. As told by this
authority, the narrative runs as follows: ®

‘I do not know how many generations have lived in the old Chenault
home, but representatives of the family still occupy it. In 1805, old
Dionysius Chenault, a Methodist preacher of high standing, held sway

_ over a large plantation, and, by virtue of his office was an oracle for the

surrounding neighborhood. The house, a fine old ante-bellum mansion,
crowns a gently rising slope, as one travels the old stage road between

~ Washington and Abbeville, S. C.; the same road—crossing the Savannah

River at Lisbon—over which our ancestors of the Revolution travelled
from Virginia and North Carolina into Wilkes County : t me road,
too, over which Jefferson Davis todk his flight from Richmond.to the
South: and it was here, at the old Chenault home, that Mrs. Davis was
cutertained as she preceded her husband by a few days.

“Dionysins Chenault was an old time Georgig planter. He lived in
great affluence, surrounded by his broad, fertile acres, and served by
his sleek, well-fed negroes.  He was also much given to hospitality. His
danghters were great country belles, and Chenault’s tent, at the old
Wheat camp-meeting grounds, furnished the headquarters for whateves
wits going on in a social way. In short, no bettér people lived in
Wilkes. or in the world, than the Chenaults.

“*On a day in the latter part of April, 1865, about ten o’clock in the
forenoon, a train of five. wagons moved slowly out of Washington on
the Abbeville road. They were bound for Richmond, Va., and were
ocenpied Iy five well-dressed, city-bred men, besides ﬁ\'e wngoners. one

» " « T. M. tireen, in ** Georgin's Landmarks, Memorials and Lrgendl 1 by L. T
Kmuh' Vol “ P 213216, -
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of which number was a negro. The wagons were covered with \\hlfe
anvas and looked for all the world like an emigrant train or a partv
of North Carclina~apple venders. Slowly they +oiled albug, picki
their way between ruts and gullies cut in the road by the passitig of °
great armies. At hight-fall, having come only 12 wiles, they pullod up

‘in front of the home of Dionysius Chenaunlt. They asked permission to

camp for the night and were giveg the use of a large horse-lot fenced in
on all sides, with a double gate ‘opening &t one end. The sturdy old
planter bade them welcome and offered them such refreshments as lay
in his power, for it must be remembered that, at this time, Georgia
was under the rule of a military despotism and Wilkes was trampled
barren by the passing of hoth Confederate and Federal troops through
her borders.

“Our travellers pn-pnnd for the night by drawing their wagons close

together in the center of the field and by stabling their horses in the |

empty sheds. Across the roadiand through the woods, campfires were

glimmering. Bands of straggling (‘onfederates were mstmg here and

there, and troops of well-armed I‘xuon soldiers were movmg hither and
thither. ‘By and by, the moon rdse. full and clear, and, outside the®
enclosure, a solitary horseman’was seen.. Ile was in full Federal uniform,
with Bars on his coat denoting the rank of an officer. He was well-
mounted, and the sabre of a cav alr\mnu hung by his side.  Our travellers
neted his appearance with some alarm, for he was evidently taking an
inventory of the camp. However, he disappeared as quic kly as he
came, and after several hours of watching, the wagoners, overcome by

_ fatigue, fell asleep. '

““These wagons contained gold and silver coin mul hullion, belonging
to certain Virginia banks.. It is not a part of this story to.go into
details of the affair further than concerns the Chenaults. Suffice it to
say that the treasure had been concealed in Washington for weeks.
The guardians of it had obtained from General Upton, at Augusta, an
order for its safe conduct back to Richmond and, armed with this pass-
port, they hoped to make their way quietly without arsusing suspicion,
across the gap, over to Abbeville, where they hoped to land it safely on
board freight cars bound for Richmond. P

““While they were wrapped in deep slumber, suddenly the camp was
aroused by cries. and shouts, and cursing. At the same time, a party
of horsemen dashed through the gate, up to the wagons, and upon the
sleeping travellers. Resistance was useless. The surprise was complete.
Baukers gnd drivers were captured, and the treasure train plundered.
It was said afterwards that the men waded ankle decp in gold and silver.
The raiders filled their haversacks and their fockets,  They tied hags of
gold to the pogmels of their saddles.  They went away so heavily laden
that they were compelled to throw away much of their ‘hooty by, the
wayside.  The negro driver m(k to the woeds and the rest of the party
v\'(‘l’“ released unhurt, afte, e robbers were surfeited with gold.

“Whwi a ﬂ‘pnrt of the outrngn- reached Washington next day General
E. P. Alexander rgiged a_company of men and went to the reseue. But
it was too]ate to do uu\"‘ung except to gather up the fragments.  Many
Confede ate soldiers. who were camped in the neighborhood, hgssing
the nois¢ and believing the stories cireulated by the raiders that it was

..
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Confederate treasury money, helped themselves liberally, but, when told
that it was private property, much of it belonging to widows and
orphans of Virginia soldiers, they at once turned it all over to General
Alexander.  The money was kept under guard for several days, and it
was hoped that the bankers might be able to take it back to Richmond.
But, alas, the town was soon put under Federal control and one General
Wilde made commander. He no sooner heard of the existence of the
treagure than he ‘took possession of it, and not one dollar was ever
returned to the rightful owners, )

*“Stories began to cirenlate about this time'concerning fabulous sums
of ‘money concealed on the Chenault plantation. - It was said that boxes
and bags of gold had been surk in the Savannah river. It was told
that the Chenaults had thousands of dollars, These tales were brought
by negroes, and, of course, the yankees believed them. Hundreds of
arrests were made.  These were the days of the freedman’s burean and
if a negro entertained a grudge qgainst a white man, all that he needed
to do was to make a report to the bureau. General Wilde set up his
conrt. A detail of soldiers was sent to the Chenault home for purposes
of search. Things were done which T blush to tell. One feature of the
inquisition was the stripping of helpless and innocent voung women,
who were thus exposed to the insults of the soldiers. The whole (*henanlt
family. besides many others, were brought to Washington and impris-
oned.  Mrs. Chenanlt at the time was earrying a young infant, but no
merey was shown her on account of her condition. The citizens went to
General Wilde and hesought him to allow Mrs. Chenault and the other
female prisoners to be taken to private homes and held under bond, but
the request was refused.  Old Dionysius (‘henault, his son and his hrother,
were strung up by the thumbs, in order that treasure which they never
possessed might be extracted from them. This torture of the men took
place in the hearing of wives, mothers, and sisters; and Mrs, Chenanlt,
in her unhappy condition, was foreed to witness the sufferings of both
her son-and her hushand.  With their hands tied hehind them, they were
racked by eruel treatment until their arms reached over their heads.
Ol Dionysius Chenault fainted, and they cut him dawny %0 keep him
from dying, under the ordeal. h .

**What beeame of the money? About $75,000 was recovered hy Gen-
eral Alexander.  Also $10,000 or more was found secreted among the
negroes, and the raiders are supposed to have carried off an equal
amount. The wagons started with $250,000 or $300,000. Great excite-
ment prevailed for years and reports were constantly starting up of the
discovery of hidden treesure. Even to this day negroes may sometimes
be seen plowing among hollow stumps and fallen trees, or-fishing in the
Savannah river for bags of gold. For it was told at the time that the
robbers had concealed much treasure, expecting to return for it when the
opportune moment arrived; but if they ever came they left no tracks by
which they conld afterwards be traced.’’

On quitting Washington, Georgia, President Davis bent his course
southward. Tle sought by slow stages to reach his home in Mississippi,
there to resume the life of a Southern planter. But “while encamped
withih two miles of the little Town of Irwinville, in Irwin County, Geor-
fia, on land today owned by Judge J. B. Clements, the fugitives were

WHERE PRESIDENT Davis WAs ARRESTED
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overtaken by the Fourth Regiment of Michigan Cavalry and put under
arrest. It was in the gray morning in twilight of May 10, 1865, that the
illustrious ex-chieftain of the Southern Confederacy found himself a
prisoner on Georgia soil, in the custody of an armed detachment of Fed-
eral soldiers. Any statemént to the effect that when arrested the ex-
President was clad in his wife’s calico wrapper and that among the
articles of feminine attire which he wore at this time were a hoop-skirt
and a sun-bonnet, is sheerest fiction.*®

—_—

* See arrest of Mr. Davis, in ‘‘Georgia in Realm of Anecdote.’’

*a
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CHAPTER x%
PrESIDENT JOHNSON'S RapicaL CHANGE oF FrONT—ApoPTS MR. LiN-
COLN’S PLaN oF ReconsTrRUCTION—THIS CHANGE DUE TO THE
INFLUENCE oF HIs SECRETARY OF S7TATE Winiam H. SEwarp—
PreSIDENT JOHNSON's THEORY OF THE GovErRNMENT—HiIs Poricy
Discussep 1IN DEeT. \w—Gz.Nmu, Snsmum s VIEW-POINT—GOVERNOR
Browy Isst,m A CALL FOR THE STATE LEGISLATURE 10 MEeET—
Anxious To CompLy witH CoNDITIONS REQUISITE FOR " GeoralA’s
* (MESTORATION—GENERAL WILSON Fon‘uns THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO
CONVENE—GOVERNOR BROWN’S IMPRISONMENT—W RITES TO PRESIDENT
JonnsoN—His RELEASE FROM PrisoN—GEore1A UNpErR MILITARY

CoNTROL—COUKTESIES SHOWN BY  FEDERAL OFFICERS—GOVERNOR

BrowN ResioNs 7HE Execurive HELM—JAMES JOHNSON DESIGNATED
10 AcCT A8 PRrOVISIONAL GOVERNOR—CALLS FOR A CONSTITUTIONAL
CONVENTION TO ASSEMBLE IN MILLEDGEVILLE—THE OATH OF AMNESTY
—Few Leapers FaiL 10 OsTAIN PARDONS—THE CONSTITUTIONAL
CoNVENTON OP 1865 AsSEMBLES—ITS PERSONNEL—THE THIRTEENTH
AMENDMENT RATIFIED—SLAVERY ABOLISHED—UNDER COMPULSION
GeoraiA RepupiaTes HEr WAR DEBT—STATE OFFICIALS VINDICATED
oF SERIOUS CHARGES—CHARLES J. JENKINS ELECTED (GOVERNOR—-
THE StTaTE LEGISLATURE CONVENES—GOVERNOR JENKINS IN-
AUGURATED—GEORGIA’S FirsT RECONSTRUCTION ENDS.

As we have already observed, it was Mr. Johnson’s openiy declared
purpose, on assuming the Presidency, in 1865, ‘‘to make treason odious.”’

" He proposed to accomplish this end by punishing the Southern leaders

Those who had amassed property to the amount of $20,000 and those who

the ban of Mr. Johnson’s proseriptive edict; and if any one of

had held office under the Federal Government, prior to 1861, h

deemed an exceptional offender. But while Mr. Johnson began his ad-
ministration in this vindictive spirit, he soon found himself granting
amnesty to ai. applicants. He evea adopted Mr. Lincoln’s plan of recon-
struction. It was the martyred President’s theory that no state had
withdrawnfrom the Union, althcugh most of the ichabitants in some
of the states were in organized insurrection against the Federal Gov-
ernment. As soon as certain requirements were met, these states were
automatically, restored; and recognition of statehood in such cases was
purely an executive act. Mr. Lincol: “eld that a state government might
be restored to its.night#al place in the Union if duly organized by the
loyal element even though' wh element constituted only one-tenth of
the voting population. As militédly governor of Tennessee, Mr. John-

son had orgnmzed a loyal state government in harmony with Mr. Lin-
Vol II—13 799

had held high office under the Confederate Government, all fell n@
e w
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coln’s aims. But he lacked the breadth of vision and the greatness of
soul which belonged to the martyred Lincoln. The result was failure.
To quote a Northern writer,*

‘It is hardly conceivable that any leader except Lincoln could have
conquered the difficulties of the period of reconstruction; and even he.
with all the prestige and confidence he had earned by his tact, philan-
thropy and perseveruuvu might not have been able to direct a thorough
system of reconciliation.’

President Johnson's andertaking was a task for He n_ulc-s Without
entirely winning the South, he was destined in the course of time to lose
the support of his closest political allies, to establish a breach between
himself and Congress, to escape impeachment at the-hands of-his own
party by only one vote and, finally, to end his days in the upper House
of Congress as a democratic scnator from the State of Tennessce. Never
was a President’s policy more complefely revolutionized. This change
in Mr. Johnson was wrought by a wizard who sat in his own cabinet
as secretary of state, a man who in %60 had been the logical candidate
of his party for President of the United States: Wm. H. Seward, of
New York. Mr. Seward, though a staunch republican, wis born a slave-
holder. When a young man, he had taught school for a while in Geor-
gia. [Iis esteem. for the Southern people was genuine, sincere and hon
est. e desired to see them restored without delay to full citizenship
in a Union of equal sovereignties; and once and forever he wished to
heal the wounds of war and te make the Union strong and great and
powerful. The only element of discord among the American people, in
Mr. Seward’s judgment, was slavery; and with slavery removed peace
was sure to prevail. To the highest order of statesmanship, Mr. Seward
united the kindly spirit of the great Lincoln. It was from the latter’s
official household that he came into Mr. Johnson's cabinet. Seemingly,
he brought a message, direct and powerful, from the grave of the mar-
tyred President. When Mr. Johnson's policy was at last fixed it offered
no indignities to the people of the South. His amnesty proclamation
of May 29, 1865, closely followed Mr. Lincoln's. At first, he wished to
exelude from amnesty all voluntary participants in the Confederate out-
break who possessed property estimated in value at $20,000 y¥But he
gradually relented. Even the men in the excepted classes were finally
promised that, on speeial application, clemency would be liberally ex-
tended, so far as might be consistent with the facts and with the peace
and dignity of the United States.t

From Mr. Johnson's point of view, the ('onfedpratc States, having

fuiled in an effort to secede from the Union, were, therefore, still within,

the Union; and what was ne>ded with respect to these states was not re-

. construction but simply restoration. In the end he was willing to extend

amnesty to all; and, whenever a state, in constitutional convention as-
sembled, reseinded its ordinance of secession and ratified the new Thir-
teenth Amendment to the Federal Constitution, abolishing slavery, it
was his policy, without consulting Congress, to recognize such a state as
fully restored to its rights and privileges under the Federal Government.
— § £
,** Lifg of W, H. Seward,” by F. W. Seward, p. 443. >
PO of W, H. Seward,”’ ,by F. W. Seward, pp. 443-470.
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But we shall observe the workings of this policy as we proceed. Let

us now go back. Just before his arrest, Governor Brown find called the”

* Legislature to meet in.special session on May 22, 1865. His“purpose

was to comply with whatever requirements were needed to restore Geor-
gia to full statehood. General Sherman—grim fightet though he was—
had,in dictating terms of surrender, at Greensboro, North Carolina, an:
nounced a policy whose wise and h e statesthanship promised an
early solution of existing problems, was General Sherman’s belief
that as soon as ‘arms were laid down and terms of surrender were ac-
. cepted, the autonomy of states was restored; and, acting"without delay
upon this line of policy, Governor Brown issued his proclamation for the
Legislature to meet. Had General Sherman’s policy been accepted by
the authorities in \Vashmgtan: the atrocities of reconstruction inthe
South would have been unknown and the history of this period would
have left ho blot upon an Anglo—Saxon civilization. De‘pme his defini-

#tion of war, General Sherman’ was both a humanitarian and a statesman,

in his attitude toward the issues of this period; and, compared with
Edwin M. Stanton, Mr. Johnson’s secretary of war, he was an’angel of
light. It was because of Mr.'Stanton’s 1b&umsmty that the terms of peace

proposed by General Sherman were rejected in Washington and the way
opéned for an epoch of unparalleled usurpation whose only counterpart
in history. is to be found in the Reign of Terror. What Mr. Stanton was
in the eabinet, Thaddeus Stevens was on the floor of Congress, a foe, bit-
ter, reientless and implacable in his hostility toward the South; dnd,
from the viewpoint of these political charlatans, reconstruction was a
matter which came within the sphere of Congress; it wag not the Presi-
dent’s problem. But more of this later.

General Wilson, the Federal commander at Macon, having notified
Governor Brown to surrender the state troops, there was a prompt com-
pliance with this order on the part of the governor who was thereupon
duly paroled. Nevertheless, on the following night, the executive man-
sion at Milledgeville was surrounded by Federal troops. The captain
made known his orders without much ado. These were to arrest. Governor
Brown. But the governor, producing his parole, denied the oﬂleer s right
to arrest him. The latter merely replied: g

“*T am ordered by General Wilson to take that from you, 2

Given only thirty minutes in which to make such hasty prepara-
tions as were necessary before leaving the state, Governor Brown was
soon on his way to Washington, to be immured within the walls of
Carroll prison. En route, he addressed a letter to President Johnson,
reciting the facts and protesting against the injustice of his arrest when
on parole. Within less than a week thereafter, he was accorded an
interview by President Johnson who, satisfied with his assurnncts, gave
orders for his release at once.

On returning home, Gmernor Brown found the state undu- military "

control. Géneral Wilson, in ‘%» meantime, had issued an order for-
bidding the Legislsture to meet. At the same time, he assured the people
of Georgia that all lﬂ}&xl powers would be exerted hy the President
“to relieve them from the+¥ondage of revel tyranny.”” It was not

>,

General Wilsan’s purpose, in dictating this harsh military order, to_
Al

AL o LA



802 GEORGIA AND GEORGIANS

pose as a humorist; but the order is ridiculous enough tv be genumely
amusing.

Despite the harshness which, in the nature of things, must attach
to military rule, there were many acts of kindness shown at this time
by the Federal authorities in Georgia. General Wilson himself was
most considerate, turning over to Gen. Ira R. Foster all the Confed-
erate mules, horses, wagons, ete., to be distributed among the poor, and

" designating Col. J. H. R. Washington, of Macon, to assist him in this

humane task. General Thomu, in like manner, true Virginian that he
was, promptly .ssued to the people in North Georgia, at the instance
of General Wofford, 30,000 bushels of corn, on which to subsist while
trying to make a crop. These incidents are gratefully remembered.

Finding the state completely under the contrel of Federa! bayonets
and in command of General Wilson who had forbidden the Legislature
to assemble, Governor Brown, on his return to ‘Georgia, declined to be
an official nullity or to hold, subject to a higher power, the governor-
ship. of a sovereign staté. Accordingly, on .&ne 26, 1865, he resigned
his commission and relinquished an office which he had occupied for
eight years, covering the stormiest period of the state’s history and
constituting the longest tenure of service by any chief executive in
Georgia's civic annals. *

On June 17,71865, an ex-member of Congress from Georgia, Hon.
James Johnson, was designated by the President to act as provisional
governor, pending a reorganization of the state government. Governor
Johnson, in his race for Congress in 1850, had defeated the illustrious
Charles J. _Jenkins, destined within a few months to succeed him as
governor f:_\ the spontancous vote of the people of Georgia. Repairing
to Milledgeville, Governor Johnson issued a preelamation setting forth
his appointment and calling a convention to assemble on’ the fourth
Wednesday in October, 1865. Delegates to this convention were to be
chosen’ at an election to be held on the first Wednesday in October,
and all who were willing to take the oath of amnesty were qualified
to vote in this election. Mr. Seward’s influence was already beginning
to produce its effect. ‘

Two days later, Governor Johnson made an address in Macon, i "

which he discussed at some length the political conditions, stating that
his appointment as provisional governor was for the sole purpose of
enabling the people to form a government, that it was necessary to
aboVsh slavery and to embody a recognition of this fact in the organic
law. On the stage with Governor Johnson, in the Macon City Hall,
were General Wilson and Col. Thomas Hardeman, the latter a loyal
demoerat and a true Georgian, It was hoped that Governor Johnson’s
policy avould produce the happy effect of uniting all factions in a com-
mon «ffort for the state’s speedy restoration; but Governor Johnson's
speech on this occasion confained many infelicities of expression and
it failed to produce a quieting effect upon the public mind.

si'rior to the time set for the general election, Governor Johnson, on
Angust 7. issued, a proclamation, authorizing ordinaries to administer

. the cath’of amnesty and permitting all civil officers throughout the

state ‘to rpsume gheir customary duties, provided they did ot fall
within the excepted classes. All who had fought on the Confederate

-

GEORGIA AND GEORGIANS . 803

side were required to take an oath known as the oath of amnesty, in
which they solemnly swore allegiance to the United States. But all'who
had héld any Federal office before the war and had afterwards takelr
any part'in the uprising were debarred from voting, unless puralouud o
on specml application.” Georgia's war governor received his pardon
early in September; and one after another the leaders of the state were
relieved of their disabilities, until few remained unabsolved. Some

" were disposed to sulk, like Achilles in his ten® but most of the public

men of Georgia took advantage of the proposed clemency, seeing in it
an opportunity to aid in the work of restoring Georgia to her rightful +
place among the states, 16 shape her organic law in the constitutional
convention shortly to assemble, and to mold her future greafness as a
free commonwealth, under the new opder of things. So complete was
the change of mind which President Johuson experienced under the
powerful influencé of Mr. Seward's persuasive logic that man} were
pardong who had been exempted from amhesty, in order that at this
crisis in the state’s history they might participate in the deliberations
of this momentous body—the Constitutional Convention of 1865. ’

The convention assembled in Milledgeville, ‘an Wednesday, October
25, of the year above named. Governor Johnson hims¢!f called the as-
semblage to order and Judge Iverson L. Harris, of the Supreme Bench
of Georgia, administered the oath of amnesty to the delegates. Scores
of Georgia's favorite sons were enrolled as members of this great law-
making body, seme of whom had already served the state in high official
position, while others were yet to mount the golden ladder of distine-
tion. Ex-Gov. Herschel V. Johnson, a candidate in 1860, on the Douglas
ticket, for vice-president of the United States, was honored by this con-
vention with the gavel as its presiding officer. Hon. James D. Waddell,
a sterling dem'ocrat, afterwards distinguished as the biographer of Judge -
Linton Stephens, was stationed at the secretary’s desk.

To glance hurriedly over the personnel of this august body of men,
its membership included: Augustus H. Kenan, an ex-member of the
Confederate Congress; David Irwin, a noted jurist, one of the original
codifiers of the law of Georgia; Gen. Andrew J. Hansell, president of
the Roswell Mills: Carlton B. Cole and Thaddeus G. Iolt, both eminent
judges of the Superior Court: Joshua IIill, a former member of @
gress, afterwards a United States Senator; Milton A. Candler, Mo
Rawls, N. J. Hammond, John C. Nichols, J. H. Blount, Philip Cook,
George R. Black and A. T. MaclIntyre, all of whom afterwards became
members of Corgress; John P. King, an ex-president of the Georgia
Railroad and an ex-Urdited States senator; Henry D. McDaniel, a future
governor of Georgia; Absalom H. Chappell and James L. Seward, both
ex-members of Congress; Charles J. Jenkins, an ex-judge of the Supreme
Court of Georgia and a future governor;.J. R. Parrott, afterwards
president of the famous Constitutional Convention of 1868, otherwise
known as the ‘‘Bulleek' Convention;”” John H. Christy and J. I. Whita-
ker, both noted edltom and scores of Ueitgates prominent in all walks
of life, some of whom, to mention names only, were: Thomas E. Lloyd,
W. F. Wright, George W. Ada&o‘g L. G. Harris, W. D. Anderson,
Miles W. Lewis, Wier Boyd, C. T. Goode, E. G. Cabaniss, James S.
Lamar, Thos. P. Safi !d, R. A. T. Ridley, Chas. W. DuBose, B C.
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Anderson, Solomon Cohen, James P. Simmons, Parmedas Reynolds,
Hines Holt, J. J. Floyd, J. D. Matthews, J. A. Blanee, J. L. Warren,
J. L. Wimberley, Gen. Marion Bethune, James S. Hook, W. M. Reese
and Wm, A. Harris.*

Two weeks were consumed by this convention in its delxberanons
The date of final adjournment was November 8, 1865. Judge Charles
J. Jenkins, of Richmond, was perhaps the most dominant figure in this

"assemblage of giarts and it was due largely to his prestige as a leader

in this great-law-making body that he was soon to be called to the halm
of affairs in what was fondly hoped to be a reorganized commonwealth.
To yuote Colonek Avery, he was a leader ‘‘upon whose clear judgment
and crystal honesty the members reposed with an unreserved trust.t

. Governor Johnson, in a message wholly unsympathetie, if not severely
cold and repellent, put before the convention certgin facts, Among other
things he informed the delegates that the state road had been rebuilt
by the United States Government andsturned over to the State of Geor-
gia, this transfer having’ taken effect on Sep&mber 25, 1865. Cotton
purchased by the state had in large quantities been either burned or
captured and credits abroad had been exhausted by drafts. The public
debt was %20,813,535, of which $2,667,750 was contracted prior to the
war and $18,135,775 incurred during the war. With respect to the lat-
ter debt he urged repudiation, using emphatic language in this connec-
tion, the force of which admitted of no doubtful interpretation. The
duty of the convention in dealing with the matter of slavery was also
indicated.

There was no discretion in regard to issues settled by the arbitra-
ment of tie sword; but when the proposition was sprung to repudiate
the state debt, an indignant protest was enteréd. Judge Charles J.
Jenkins, in‘an unsurpassed speech, voiced the majority sentiment. Geor-
gia's honor was at stake. Her good faith was committed to the redemp-
tion of her obligations. Common honesty demanded that she pay dol-
lar for dollar. To repudiate a just debt was to renounce the principle
of fair dealing and to belie the lessons of honesty taught at every home
fireside of the state. But this protest was unavailing. To elicit an
espression from headquarters, Governor Johnson sent this sententious !
dwpnh h to Washington :

“*We need some aid to reject the war debt A

Promptly the answer came back that repudiation was essential to the
state’s restoration. Telegrams to this effect were received from both
President Johnson and Secretary Seward. There was no alternative;
it. was cither repudiation or vassalage; and, under stern and relentless
compuision, therefore, the convention at last yielded to a mandate whose
foree it was powerless to resist. Let this record go thundering down
to future generations.

To summarize the work accomplished by this body, the ordinance
of secession passed by the convention of 1861 was repealed; slavery was
aboMShied in Georgia; the public debt incurred during the war period

* Journal of the Conutih'mon Convention of 1865, Confederate Records, Vol. X’V,
Cgndler, pp. 133442, %
t Avery's ‘“History of Georgia,’’ p. 348.

GEORGIA AND GEORGIANS - 805

" was repudiated; and a new state const\tunon, engrafting these chnuges

upon the.state’s fundamental law, was adopted. Under this new sta\e
constitdtion, Georgia was divided.into seven congressional and fort) -four™
senatorial” districts.

Before adjourning, thc convention authorized the Provisiofal gover:
nor to investigate certain matters connected with the state’s finances

from 1861 to 1865, giving special attention ‘to _the disposition of cotton

purchased by Governor Brown for the state darfng the Civil war.  These
purchases aggregated 6,432 bales, valued at $1,500,000. Messrs. Thomas
P. Saffeld, Chas. S. Jordan, Sr., and O. A. Lochrane were appuinted
by Governor Johnson as@a’committee to conduet the investigation.®

This committee remained in session for tlree months, exhausted
every. source of information, and exonerated without question every one
of the state officials from wrong-doing.. The report. closed with ‘this
statement : J 2 .

““Oulk conclusion is, after the most rigid serutiny into the public and
private affairs of these officers, from (Governor Brown down, that not one
of these rumors has been sustained by the slightest proof.”” t ’

Rumors had been industriously cireulated to-the effect. that some of
the state house officers had made fortunes out of the state during the
Civil war; but, as disclosed by this investigation, there was not one
scintilla of evidence upon which to base those slanderous and unjust
accusations.

The convenuon’s action in abolishing slavery and repudmtmg the
war debt ‘was all that was needed, according to President Johnson's
plan of reconstruction, to restore Georgia to her full rights and prmleges
within the Union. These requirements having been met, it was next in
order to choose a governor, to preside over the destinies of the state, to
convene the General Assembly, to elect state house officers and
to name senators and representatives to the Federal Congress. For the
office of governor, Judge Charles J. Jenkins was the universal choice,
and at a general election held a few days subsequent to the convention’s
adjournment, he was elected governor without opposition. The following
delegation was chosen at this time to represent Georgia in Congress:

D. Matthews, J. H. Christy, and Wm. T. Wofford. But when the

/

Solomon Cohen, Philip Cook, Hugh Buchanan, E. G. Cabaniss, J%_

came for these representatives to be seated, there was an issue hetwes
Congress and President Johnson, reiative to the latter’s plan of recon-
struction and until this issue was settled Georgia became once more a
mere province, eld in subjugation by Federal bayonets.

On December 4, 13'65 the newly elected Stste Legislature convened
at Milledgeville and organized by electing Hon. William Gibson, of the
Eighteenth Distrist, president of the Senate and Hon. Thomas Harde-
man, of Bihb, speaker of the House. The-prevailing chaos gave the
Legislature a dlfﬂcult task to accomplish. Railroads were in ruins.
Towns and cities wére in ashes. Farme were destitute of laborers. The
status of the negro populition was still undetermined. Commerce was
paralyzed, business at a standlg! and industry inert, all awaiting a

: ~

* Confederate Records Vol. IV, p. 98,
t Avery’s ‘‘ History of (-eorgia,’’ p. 350.
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Uépnrture'of the blue coats and an end to the military regime. I: was
an era of problems.. But there were strong men in both houses t¢ 'cope °

with the difficulties which at this time menaced the state. Among the
senators were : Thomas J. Simmons, afterwards chief-justice; Col. Dayid
h Butler, Dr. H. R. Casey, Judge Benning B. Moore, George S. Owens,

.-H. Kenan, and J. A. W. Johnson, The representatives included:

) George P. Harrison, a distinguished Confederate brigadier; T. B. Caba-

niss, T."G. Lawson, J. D. Stewart and George T. Barnes, all afterwards
members of Congress; John J. Jones, an ex-congressman ; Maj. Raphael
J. Moses, Philip M. Russell, R. L. McWhorter, C. W. DuBose, Samuel
C. Candler and J. O. Gartrell.

Ratification of the Thirteenth Amendment to the Federal Consti:
tution was the central topic discussed by Governor Joknson, in his
mesgage to the newly assembled Legislatare. On December 6, a joint
oﬁi}ho waited upon the governor-elect, notifying hitn officially of
hi§ election and requesting him to designate a Jate for his inauguration.
But the governor-elect was not prepared to set a date™until first ascer-
taining how matters stood, if there was likely to be any conflict of

+ authority between himself and Governor Johnson. It was also neces-

ry for his election to be validated by the Federal authorities. How-
ever, January 16, 1866, was chosen tentatively as the date of this cere-
monial. Meanwhile the hegislature ratified the Thirteenth Amendment,
abolishing slavery, and also passed a law allowing freed men to testify
in the courts. These measures indicated the spirit of concession in which
Georgia accepted President Johnson's plan of reconstruction.

Oh December 11, 1865, instructions came from Washington authoriz.
ing the inauguratibn to proceed. Conditions had been fulfilled. On
December 14, Governor-Elect Jenkins formally took thegoath of office
and entered upon his duties as governor. The hour of Georgia's restora-
tion. to sovereign statehood was seemingly at hand. There was cause
for thankgiving in every breast. The inaugural of Governor .Jenkins
was a classic, irradiated by the cheerful optimism in which the moment
abounded. It was exquisite in diction, lofty in tone, magnanimous in
spirit, and broadly patriotic in its point of view. His message was also

. & strong and vigorous state paper. We quote only this paragraph from

his |nangural address :

‘““Five years since reason abandoned and the sword assumed the
arbitrament. We open mnot that record of violéence; would that we
could stanip it with the seal of oblivion. Now the wager of battle is
over, and the award is against us as parties to the issue. Our whole
people have risen up and accepted it as the will of one man. What
valor failed to achieve. wisdom has promptly renounced, and truth
hierself has set her signet to the attestation of the deed.”” ®

On December 19, 1865, the following telegraphic dispatch from
Washington, addressed to Gov. Charles J. Jenkins, was received at
Milledgevilleg4

* Avery's ‘‘ History of Geor;{in," Pp. 352.353,

t "nuh-«hl-rn{e Records, Vol. \Y, Candler, p. 446.
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““WasHiNeToN, D. C., 19th December, 1865.
“To His Excm.l_m.cv THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA:

“Sir—By dlre.étlon of the President I have. the honor herewith to
transmit to you & copy of a comminication which has been addressed tq
his Excellency, James Johnson, late Provisional Governor, whereby he
has been relieved of the trust herctofore reposed in him, and.directed
to deliver into your possession the papers and propertjgrelating to the
trust. .

‘T have the honor to tender you the codperation of the Government
of the United States, whenever it may be found necessary, in effecting
the early restoration and the permanent prosperity of the state over
which you have been called to preside.

“I have the honor to be, with great respect your .most obedmm
servant. F i

. ‘““W., H. SEwarp.”’

But the ironical fates were only .smiling in derision. Reconstruc-
tion was not an accomplished fact. Before Georgia wagto obtain full
recognition in a Union of equal sovereignties, she was destined #o drink
to the lees of the bitter eup of humiliation; to witness an inferior race
seated in her legislative halls and in her constitutional conventions,
while the brand of outlawry was stamped upon her own brave sons; to
endure the rule of her nrmer slaves, reinforced by Federal bayonets,
to see courts disbanded, sanctuaries defiled, justice traduced, society
'(Iisor[zanized. and religion dishonored; to see carget-baggers inundating
the land like a sea of foul waters or beclouding the sky like a swarm of
hungry vultures; to sce not only ignorant negroes but vicious white
.men, some of whom had served in state penitentiaries, engaged in trifling
with her organic law. In a word, it was reserved for Georgia to experi-
ence an agony of soul such as she had never known during the-entire fm')r
years of the Civil war and to endure the anguish of the bitter cup, amid
the deep solitudes of Gethsemane’s olive glooms.

s
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CHAPTER XIII

ONGRESS ON AsSEMBLING TAkEs IssUE wiTH PRESIDENT JOHNSON—
WaRr BETWEEN THE LEGISLATIVE AND THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS
Exps IN AN EFFoRT TO IMPEACH THE PRESIDENT-—THADDEUS
STEVENS—THE  RECONSTRUCTION MEASURES OF (CONGRESS—PASSED
OvER THE PRESIDENT'S VETC—PoLiTicAL AND, CrviL RIGHTS TO BE
GIVEN THE \zcno—'l‘nz Purrose oF Tuis LeaistatioNn To RECrRUIT
THE REPUBLICAN Purnr A 10 HUMILIATE THE SOUTH—SUF¥FRAGE
¥OR THE BLACKS PREMATURE AND ILL-ApVISED—WHILE THESE [SSUES
ARE. PENDING 1IN CONGRESS, THE LEGISLATURE oF GEORGIA Re-
AsseMBLES—ELECTS STaTE House OrFrFicers aAND SurreMe CoOUrT
Jupges—HERSCHEL V. JOHNSON AND ALEXANDER H. STEPHENS
CroseN UNITED StATES SeNaTORS—BoTH, HOWEVER, ARE DENIED
SeaTs—THE BANK OF THE STATE oF GEORGIA Fams—Its ErrecT
UpoN THE STATE UNIVERSITY—THE LEGISLATURE ASSUMES AN OBLI-
GATION TO Pay INTEREST ON $100,000—GEORGIA’S PROBLEM AT THIS
TiME—How TO GOVERN THE EMANCIPATED BLACKS—MASTER AND
SERVANT IN ANTE.BELLUM DaYs—TENDER MEMORIES RECALLED—THE
FarraruL Suaves—THE OLp Brack MaMyy—THE CARPET-BAGGER—
His Nerarious WoORK—THE ScALAWAG—THE FREEDMAN’S BUREAU

—Irs HarMFUL AND Goop RESULTS CONTRASTED—THE FREEDMAN'S
Cope. *

Congress was not in session when President Johnson’s plan of re-
construction for the Southern States was first put into effect; but no
sooner were the national law-makers convened than trowhlé became im-
minent. Thaddeus Stevens was not satisfied with the easy manner in
which"the rebellious states had slipped back into the Union. Nor was
Charles Snmner, of Massachusetts, There was still another egg to be
incubated: suffrage for the negro. The excuss for resisting the Presi-
dent’s policy was that the subject-matter of reconstruction did not

come properly within the executive department; that it belonged to

Congress ; and that, ir. order to give the black man an instrument with
which to defend his newly acquired freedom, it was necéssary to accdrd
him the ballot. But the real purpose of the opposmon was to humiliate
t!u South and-at the same time to insure the continuance of the repub-
lican party in power, by reason of this accession of strength. Police
regulation adopted in various southern states, including vagravey laws,
furnished a pretext for the course; and with great vehemence it was
urged that all such measures were only veiled attemptu te re-enslave the

negro.
'b (‘Such were the political portents when Congress assembled in Decem-
er, 1865,
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It was, therefore, with lightning in his eyes and with thunder-on
kis tongue that Thaddeus Stevens arose from his seat<in Cougrxss to
defy the White House. His ally in President Johnson s\Qublmt W,

Edwin M.-Stanton, secretary of war. To state the issue in_a flut-
ghell, Congress regarded the Southern States in “the light of conquered

' provinees; they needed to be purged of treason. As-a coudition prc\

cedent to readmission into the on, it was necessary not only to abol-

ish slavery but to recognize Lhmhucal rights of the black man. But,

according to President Johnson’s way of thinking, the Southern States,
haviug failed to establish the right of secession, were stifl within the
Union. Those who had taken no part in the war and those who had been
duly pardoned for this offense constituted the new commonwealth. With
slavery abolished, the ofimance of ‘secession repealed and the war debt
rep , each state was “automatically reconstruq).ed and did not re-

quire to be nzndmltted__ In, the opinjon of President Johnson, the
negro was not ready for cmzenshlp It was also his belief that recon-
struction could be best directed by the executive department. Conse-

quently, he vetoed both the Fourgemh and the Fifteenth amendments,
which Congress proceeded to pass over his official protest. In like man-*
ner, he placed the seal of his condemnation upon various other recon-
struction measures. He also dismissed Edwin M. Stanton from the
cabinet and at the hands of his own party underwent a trial for im-

roachment, which lacked only one vote of ousting him from the presi-
dential chair.

But history has vindicated the soundness of President Johnson’s
position. Unlike Mr. Lincoln, he lacked the geniug for conciliating his
enemies; he possessed no amiability of character; but he grasped the
-real situation with the clear brain and with the keen eye of. a states-
man. On the other hand, it was a monumental blunder on the part of
the republican party to confer suffrage upon the negro, without any
previous tutelage or preparation for the duties of citizenship. Even
God’s chosen people, the Israelites, before exchanging the slavery of
Egypt for the freedom of Canaan, were required to wander for forty
years in the wilderness; and then only two of all who were born in Egypt
entered the promised land: Caleb and Joshua. i

But to return to the Legislature. Following a b taken for
the holidays, its deliberations were resumed on Janunry 16, 1866. The
state house officers elected on the eve of adjournment were as follows:
Nathan C. Barnett, Secretary of State; J. T. Burns, comptroller-gen-
eral; John Jones, treasurer, and J. W. Burke, public printer.*
~ To the Supreme Court bench, Dawson A. Walker and Iverson L.
Harris were elected early in January, 1866. Judge Walker’s opponent
was Gen. Henry L. Benning, a former occupant of the bench. The defeat
of General Benning was a great surprise to the state. * His successful
rival. was a non-combatant. On the other hand, General Benning was
a gallant Confederate of 7. whose prowess on the field had won for
him the*wmqnet of “Old Rock.” But his decision in the Columbus
Bank cases had jeused the enmity of William Pougherty, one of the
state’s ablest ]awyers."r(gglonel Dougherty took an active part in the
o~

* House Journal, 1865, p. 74.
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campaign and left no card unplayed in his relentless opposition to Gen-
eral Benning. Judge Richard H. Lyon, who met defeat at the hands
of Judge Iverson L. Harris, was a man of great force but somewhat
blunt of speech. He was a first cousin to Judge Benning. Two United
States senators were elected at this session, neither of whom were seated.
Alexander H. Stephens defeated Joshda Hill; while Herschel V. John-
son vanquished three strong competitors: Lucius J. Gartrell, Cincin-
natus Peeples, and ex-Gov. James Johnson. But without avail. Neither
of thesé successful candidates was destined to cluteh the senatdrial toga.
Gieorgia way not to be represented in the halls of Congress until she had
swallowed negro suffrage and accorded the black man full political rights.
The congressional delegation elected in the fall of 1865 was also refused
seats. Mr. Stephens addressed the Legislafure during the campaign,
urging aceeptance of the situation. His spsech appears in the journals
of both houses—an unwonted compliment.®

One of the results of the lateswar wag the utter failure of the Bank
of the State of Georgia. It was a severe blow to the university, whose
support was in the main derived from its holdings in this banl, supposed
to be as firm as Gibraltar. The state had invested $100,000 for the
university in the capital stock of this bank, and until something was done
to supply the deficit in its revenues, the doors of the institution could not
be re-opened.  Governor Jenkins, in his message to the Legislature,
declared that the state’s obligation in this matter remained unimpaired ;
and that while the principal sum could not be paid it was incumbent upon
the state to pay the annuity of $8.000, for which it was bound in honor.
Moregyer, the late convention had placed upon the General Assembly
a constitutional obligation to provide for the early resumption of its
exercises, t o

As recommended by the governor, this appropriation was made. and
its payment became a fixed annual ¢harge upon the state.

The Legislature remained in session continuously for two full months,
adjourning on March 13, 1866. It made appropriations to purchase
artificial limbs for maimed Confederate soldiers and to supply the state
road with needed equipment. It aiso passed stay and homestead lyws

which Governor Jenkins, such was his punctilious regard for principle,

saw fit to veto, since these measures, in his judgment, impaired the obli-
gations of contract; but sueh was the demand for relief, under existing
conditions, that his veto proved an ineffectual barrier. Resolutions were
also passed in compliment to President Johnson for his wise policy of
reconstruction and requesting of him a withdrawal of Federal troops.
But the most vital topie of discussion was the government of the
cwancipated blacks. As a result of the great conflict of arms, there was
thrust upon the Southern States for solution the gravest problem with
which the white race on this continent has ever been perplexed. The
emancipation of four millions of slaves, representing in value over
$2,000.000.000, presented a most diffieult economic problem. To regulate
*this vast body of laborers, untutored, simple, credulous, with no prep-
aration whatever fc;r the responsibilities of freedom, was a monumental

"* Hofise Jourtal, pp. 113-428; Senate Journal, pp. 301-406.
! SenatetJournal, 1866, p. 94.
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task. Between the whites and the blacks there had always existed a
feelipg of tenderness and the history .of the world will be searcTh«L in
vain for a more beautiful civilization than the one which existed at tie.
South under the old regime of slavery. The folk-lore tales and songs b
of plantation days bear teenfing testimony to this tender relationship
hetween master and servant; testifying, on the one hand, to the fidelity
with which an humble race performed its-ggmple rounds of daily toil,
in a bondage which, though it denied to them the boon of freedom, con-
ferred upon them much happiness; and testifying, on the other hand,
to the compassionate interest with which the slave-owner safe-guarded
the lealth and protected the welfare of his slaves, rarely failing to win
the eternal gratitude and the deathless devotion of this gentle people.
Thie steadfast loyalty with which they kept ward and watch, over defense-
less wives and children, during the emntire four years of the war, when
the heads of households were on the firing-line of battle, has never been
surplssed. Nor did one of them stop to think, while charged with this
sacred responsibility, that the absent master whose home he was guat;d~
ing from harm was away at the front, fighting to Keep him in slavery;
for, even with the chains riveted upon his anklés, he was in some respects
as free as the birds, and he was far happier in the freedom of slavery
than he has since been in the slavery of freedom. The Black Knight
of the English tournament was not more truly the champion of the
helpless thar was the Black Knight of the southern plantation. In the
quaint molds ‘of dialect, Joel Chandler Harris has embalmed both the
genial humor and the fine loyalty of the ante-bellum negro. All the
world loves **Uncle Remus.’” He has carried the glow of the cabin-fire-
side around the globe, touched and warmed and vivified all landscapes
with the genial rays of the southern sun, sweetened every home and
hearthstone with the music of his tender melodies and, even in the library
of the scholar, has made the southern cotton-patch as classic as the Roman
arena. Grady's tribute to the negro race is one of the gems of our litera-
ture. His picture of the old Black Mammy is an exquisite idyll, worthy
to hang beside the immortal creations of Raphael. Take, for example,
these paragraphs. Said he, in his last great speech, delivered in Bos-
ton, Massachusetts: ® S

*“The love we feel for that race you can neither measure nor compr
hend. As I attest it here, the spirit of my old black mammy from her
home up there looks down to bless me and, through the tumult of this
night, steals the sweet music of her eroonings, as thirty years ago she held
me in her black arms and led me smiling into sleep.

““This scene vanishes as I speak, and I catch a vision of an old south-
ern home, with its lofty pillars and its white pigeons fluttering down
through the golden air. T see women with strained and anxious faces
and children alert yet helpless. I see night come down with its dangers
and its apprehensions and in a big homely room I feel on my tired brow
the touch of loving hands, now wa,  znd wrinkled, but fairer to me
vet than the hands'of md¥tal woman and stronger yet to lead me than the
hands of mortal man; and gisthey lay a mother’s blessing there, while
at her knees—the truest altar I h ever known—TI thank God that she

* Speech at the banquet of the Merchants’ Association, delivered in December, 1850,
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is safe in her sanctuary, because her slaves, sentinel in-the silent cabin
or guard at the cabin door, put a black man’s loyalty between her and
danger,

“‘But I catch another vision, The crisis of battle: a soldier struck,
staggering, falls. I see a slave scuffling through the smoke, winding
his black arms about the fallen form, reckless of the hurtling death,
bending his trusty face to catch the words that tremble on the stricken
lips, so wrestling meanwhile with agony that he would lay down his life
in his niaster’s stead. I see him by the weary bedside, ministering with
uncomplaining patience, praying with all his humble heart that God
would lift his master up, until death comes iu mercy and in honor, to
still the soldier’s agony and seal the soldier’s life. I see him by the
open grave, mute, motionless, uncovered, sufféring for the death of him
who in life fought against his freedom. I gee him when the mound is
heaped and the great drama of his life is closed turn away, and with
downcast eyes and uncertain stepy start oyt into new and strange fields,
faltering, struggling, but moving on, until his shambling figure is lost
in the light of this better and brighter day. And from the gmave comes
a voice saying: ‘Follow him! Put your arms about him in his need,
even as he put his about me. Be his friend as he was mine.” And out
into this ney world—strange to me as to him—bewildering to both—I
follow. ~ And may God forget my people, when they forget these!"’

Nor can we forbear quoting, in this conuection, a paragraph from
one less w uhl\ kno“‘n but with an equally keen appreciation of negro
character:

“*(iod bless the forlorn and ragged remnants of a race now passing
away. God bless the old black” hand that rocked our infant cradles,
smoothed the pillow of our infant sleep and™fanned the fever from our
cheeks.  God bless the old tongue that immortalized the nursery rhymes;
the old eyes that guided our truant feet; and the old heart that laughed
at our childish freaks. God bless the dusky old brow, whose wrinkles
told of toil and sweat and sorrow. May the green turf rest lightly on
their ashes and the wild flowers deck every lonely grave where ‘He
wiveth His beloved sleep.” May their golden dreams of golden ﬁlippc-&s,
of golden streets, of golden harps and of golden crowns, have bhechme
wolden realities.”’

It was not until the carpet-bagger appeared upon the scene that the
reviproeal feeling of Kindness between the two races was disturbed and
(nis ancient relationship became embittered. The carpet /baggvr was a
preuliar exeresence,  He was a product of the northern latitudes, but in
sheer justice to our former enemies it must be said that he did not repre-
sent the better ¢lement of the northern people, nor did he come South
for' the purpose of identifying himself with this section. He did not
bring his trunk but his carpet-bag. Hence the name by which he was
known. He came.with the instinets of the vulture to prey upon the
misfortunes of a conquered people, to poison the minds of the negroes,

*{o delude a eredulous race with false promises, to plant the seeds of
discord. of enmity, aud of strife, in bosoms which had hitherto nurtured

: ] 5

* Potbr F. \rn\h in *‘Knight’s Reminiscences of Famecus Georgians,’’ Vol. I,
SBATO, .
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only the flower of friendship; and to what extent-he wrought mischief
is known only to the Evil Spirit who premdes over the infernal régions.

There were many chivalrous'and true northern men among the Federal.

officers in Georgia, who discharged the unwelcome duties g.nder which
they acted by superior orders, without sympathizing with the wrongs
which weré wantonly perpetrated in the name of law upon virtuous and
upright citizens. - . >

But nothing can be said in extenuation” of the baser characters of
reconstruction—the hordes of carpet-baggers who descended upon 'h(,
staté like birds of prey, and the corrupt native whites or scalawags who
affiliated with these emissaries from the North. If there is any difference
in the degree of turpitude attaching to these excrescent products, the
crown of infamy must be awarded. to the scalawag; for he was base
enough to betra* his own people. - Let*him be forever “Anathemn Mare-
natha!”

is Judas Iscarict of reconstruction ‘even dared at tlmes to wear

the holy vestments of religion; but, without straining through the glgss
of prophecy, it may be said that the only way. in which such-a mass of
corruption. can ever encumber the approac?lz!ll
will be to sit among the lepers who groan outside the gates. He may
have supped with Dives in the halls of power, but he can have no seat of
honor in the halls of history;—for his place will be upon the steps.
Even the lapping tongues of the faithful dogs will deny him the mental

offices of bruté compassion; and he will linger upon the cheerless stones

for eternity to punish; an unmitigated moral mendicant, redeemed by
none of the soul and cursed with all of the sores of Lazarus.

Ex-United States Senator Thomas M. Norwood, of Savannah, has
cleverly portrayed the carpet-bagger in the following most felicitons
little pen-sketch: *

““His like the world has never seen from the days of Cain, or of the
forty thieves in the fabled time of Ali Baba. Like the wind he blows,
and we hear the sound thereof, but no man knoweth whence he cometh,
or whither he goeth. National historians will be in doubt how te class
him. Ornithelogists will claim him, because in many respects he is a
bird of prey. He lives only on corruption, and takes his flight as
the carcass is picked. He is no product of the war. H he
canker of a calm world,” and-of a peace which is despotism enforced
by bayonets. Ilis valor is discretion; his industry, perpetual strife, and
his eloquence ‘the parcel of a reckoning’ of chances, as he smells out a
path which may legd from the White House to a custom house, a post
office, the internal revenue bureaus, or perchance to either wing of the
Federal capitol. His shibboleth is ‘the Republican party.” From that
party he sprung as naturally as maggots from putrefaction.
Wherever two or three, or more negroes are gathered together. he hke
a leprous spot, is seen, and his cry, like the daughter of the horse-leech,
is always mve——-mu—-me office!” _ “thont office he is nothing; with
office he is a pest and piiblic nuisance. Out of office he is a beggar; in
office he grows rich till his ejag stick out with fatness. Out of office he
is, hat in hand, the outside ornaméi of every negro’s cabin, a plantation

* Avery's ‘“History 'of Geargia,’’ p. 366.
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loafer, and the nation’s lazarene; in office he is an adept in ‘addition,
division and silence.” Out of office he is the orphan ward of the adminis-
tration and the general sign-post of penury; in office he is the complain-
ing suppliant for social equality with Southern gentlemen.’’

As a rule, ‘the carpet-bagger was identified with an ageney which
came to be the disseminating center of untold mischief throughout the
South, known as the Freedman’s Bureau. It was established by statute
under the War Department, on March 3, 1865, though its field of opera-
tions was enlarged by subsequent enactments. Local magistrates, if
endorsed by negroes, were sometimes designated as agents, but almost
without exception carpet-baggers filled these places. The purpose for
which the bureau was organized was to safeguard the interests of the
negro, whose recent emancipation from siavery’ made him & ward of the
government. He was no longer under his master’s care or protection.
He was wholly without means, ignorant, unemployed and helpless. Some-
thing of the kind, therefore, was ovxdentl)(leeded and had it not bRen

“Jor corrupt political huxtors the bureau would have been an unmixed

blessing to both races. It was the duty of agents to supervise all con-
tracts made by the whites for negro labor and to regulate the conduct
of affairs between employer and employe and though, in most cases, these
agents were men of dissolute character, they were nevertheless invested
with the most solemn judicial functions; in fact, they possessed final
jurisdiction in matters of the most vital importance, and judgments ren-
dered by them were enforced, whenever necessary, by troops from the
garrison. Offices were usually opened at the county-seats, where com-
plaints_made by the negroes were usually lodged and court proceedings
were held.®

These agents decided land titles, granted divorces, imprisoned debtors
and made compulsory labor contracts for unwilling freedmen. Says
Colonel Avery:

‘It was under these conditions that planters began the suicidal policy
which has ever since resulted in such pecuniary embarrassment of rais-
ing cotton to the exclusion of provision crops. The West became the
corn-crib and the smoke-house of the South.”’

The Freedman'’s Bureau was also given supervision over all abandu&’d
lands and from this fact which was frequently overworked by agents
arose the prevalent belief among the negroes that each head of a house-
hold was to receive forty acres of land and a mule, with which to begin

« lus new career of freedom. This belief was sedulously cultivated by the

burean.  But to make bad matters worse, bogus land-agents, in a
swindling game, started a fictitious land lottery and sold tickets to the
negroes. together with painted sticks, to be driven into the ground as
markers for boundary lines.t

The hureau was planned ostensibly to protect the negro but its opera-

tion in effect only served to humiliate the southerd whites and to fur-
nish an unlimited opportunity.for graft to men of dissolute habits. It
*onverted the negro from a well-behaved, industrious and diligent laborer

into a worthless vagabond, taught to look to the Government for sup-
. i } 5

p— « 7%

*““Wion the Ry Klux Rode,’’ by Eyre Damer, Neale Co,, 1912, p. 34.
t*“Whenthe Ru Klux Rode,’’ by Eyre Damer, Neale Co., 1912, p. 48,

"
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port, to believe that if his former master should gain polifical control it
would mean his re-enslavement, to expect from the Government ;Ki'obgrnl
share of the sponls when his*former mastér’s property should be con-
fiscated and to enjoy-the luxury of idleness as a reeompense for long
years of enforced and unrequited labor under an overseer ’s lash. Even
the most trifling black was to have his ‘‘forty acres and a mule.”” Disap-
pointed, disheartened, bereft of his illusi he was, therefore, ready to
steal and to plunder. In the hands of d:;tinng politicians he was like
potter’s clay ; and, taught to believe that his only friends were the carpet-
haggers, he became embittered against his former master. For deluding
this simple child of nttnre there is much for which these yicious inter-
meddlers must answer before the bar of God.

* As soon as the bureaus were “bpened, agents gave notice that all
contracts for the labpr of negroes must be approved by them and must
be kept in the custody of the bureau. To the wildest tales of complaining

r en, these agents gave ear. As a result, planters were often haled
into court without rhyme or reason and condemned for the offense
charged, without recourse, unless they were willing to purchase immunity

by what was equivalent to a bribe, Some of the agents were preachers.

who told the megroes that it was necéssary for them, though married
according to plantation custom, to procure licenses and to be re-married.
In this way a harvest of fees was reaped from old couples, some of
whom had sreat-grandchildren. - It often happened that when crops
were in procéss of cultivation hands would quit work and, in such an
extremity, planters were forced to apply to the bureau for coercive help
in making the negroes conform to terms of agreement. Butythis sort
of intervention came high. It usually cost the planter $10 per hand;
and from this source the agents derived large revenues. Some of them
even bought plantations to use as asylums for dissatisfied negroes who,
betaking themselves to these plantations, were held there until the usual

fee was forthcoming. Agents were ofttimes fanaties, but still more fre-.
_quently they were unscrupulous rascals, intent upon plunder.®

Something like $15,000,000 was dispensed by the Frecdman’s Barecau,
first and last. It was not an unmixed evil. Substantial help was gwen
in many directions to a dependent race of people. It also aided ap
ably in extending educational facilities. Atlanta, Fisk, and H
universities grew out of the financial acorns planted by the bureau. The
last mentioned institution was named for Gen. O. O. Howard, a Federal
officer, who, as commissioner of the bureau, became prominent in educa-
tional work among jhe negroes of the South.t

But the Freedman’s Bureau was a disseminator of mischievous ideas.
Upon the race at large its influence was undoubtedly harmful. Few
of the agents were anything but adventurers; nor did even the best
of them have the negro’s welfare seriously at heart. Conditions were
repugnant enpugh even at the start; bnt when the reconstruction meas-
ures of Congress went into effect in 1. 7. when the ballot was put into the
hands of the negro} whén_the rule of the bayonet superseded the rule
.

* ““When the Ku Klux Rode,’” Eyre Damer, Neale Co., 1912, p. 35,
t Bee Gen. 0. O, H ward’s Repoert for 1869, Executive Documents, Forty-first Con-

gress, Second Session.”
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of the people, the grand climax of infamy was nachu-d It was the
hour of Georgia's crucifixion.

What was the Legislature to do? Definite action finally shaped itself
into a resolution directing the governor to appoint, a committee charged
with the r«~nponuihility'uf drafting a Freeman's Code of Laws. This
committee was duly appointed. It consisted of Judge Ebenezer Stearns,
Wm. Hope Hull, Logan E. Bleckley and Samuecl Barnett. The task
involved great labor on the part of master minds. It hore fruit in a code
which was duly presented to the Legislature: but it proved fruitiess.
This eode was really a splendid piece of work. It was just to the whites
and liberal to the blacks, giving ample security to the personal and prop-
erty rights of the freedmen, but deeming the ballot a thing too sacred
to be hastily conferred upon an untutored race of ex-slaves. Former Gov-
ernor Brown, in response to a request signed by several members of the
Legislature, published an open letter, 'on February 14, 1866, in which
he strongly opposed a Fraegdman's Code, stating that while, in many
respects, such a code was to be commeftded., and while madness alone could
dream of political equality for the negro, he was certain_that the United
States Government would not for one moment permit its enforcement.
Governor Brown evinced his usual far-sightedness in advancing this
opinion. He réad the signs of the times aright.

cHAPTHR XIV

PRESIDENT Jouhsou PREMATURELY ANNOUNCES THE END OF RECONSTRUC-
TION—THE REAL SATURNALIA STILL TO CoME—DARK HOURS AHEAD—
To AVERT THE IMPENDING DJSASTER A NATIONAL UnioN CONVENTION
HEewp IN anmm—dim FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT—THE CIVIL
RiguTs BiLL—GEoRGIA REFUSES T0 RATIFY THE Fou /RTEENTH AMEND-
MENT—Two Sounp ReAsonNs For THis AcTioN—FORMER GOVERNOR
BrowN Goes To WasmingroN, D. C, 10 INTERVIEW LEADERS—

ReTurNs HOME AND ADVISES ACCEPTANCE OF THE Srruarion—His

0BLOQUY BEGINS—To0 TEST THE CONSTITUTIONALITY OF THE RECON-
STRUCTION MEAsuREs, (Governor JENKINS FiLes A B or INJunc-
70N, IN THE UNiTep  States SupreMz Courr—His ErrorT

* FALs-—GEORGIA AGAIN UNDER THE BAYONET—GENERAL PoPe 1N CoM-
MAND—THE REGISTRATION AcT—THOUSANDS OF NEGROES ILLEGALLY
ENROLLED A8 VOTERS—VARIANT' OPINIONS EXPRESSED BY LEADERS—
M Hiun’s Grear Davis Havn SpeecH, IN WHIcH HE DEFIES THE
MiLrrary Power—His Famous ‘‘NOTES ON THE SITUATION '—RAIL-
WAY ENTERPRISE AND REHABILITATION—PARDONS Gnemm BY PRESI-
DENT JOHNSON—THOUSANDS OF WHITES AGAIN DISFRANCHISED BY RE-
FUSING TO REGISTER—JUDGE JonN ErskINe—THE Test OaTH—
ORIGIN OF MEMORIAL DAy,

During the month of April, 1866, President Johnson announced the
restoration of peace and the end of reconstruction, according to his plan
for rehabilitating the states. But the announcement wae premature.
The worst phases of reconstruction, its severest ordeals, its greatest
trials, its most revolting tragedies, were still to be endured; and what the
state had already suffered was only a foretaste of whnt_‘:‘ 5 still to
suffer. The former condition of affairs bore to'the latter exactly the
relation which a passing cioud bears to a starless midnight. Congress
was not in accord with President Johnson’s plan of reconstruction.
Betweca the legislative and the executive departments there was precipi-
tated a fight destined to keep the state in a painful turmoil of suspense
for & long protracted season, to reopen wounds which time had com-
menced to heal, and to postpone for an indefinite period the reign of the
olive branch in American politics. Thaddeus Stevens, as chairman of
the Reconstructlon Committee of Congress, led the fight against Presi-
dent Johnson and for r arely political began to undo the work of
heahng His, ndlwe can never‘\)e nonored in the South. It was a politi-
cian’s job which he ht to execute, not a patriot’s.

To avert the impending dihster, wise men in both sections held a gath-

ering in Phi’adelphia, on August 14, 1866, known as the National Uniop,_ -

Convention. - Jeorgia sent a delegation of her best citizens to thls gath-
" 817
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ering: from the state at large—Alexander M. Stephens, Herschel V.
Johnson, Absalom H. Chappell, and Dawson A. Walker; district delegates
—\W. B. Fleming, John B. Gordon, Eli Warren, J. L. Wimberley, Hiram
Warner, E. H. Worrell, Thomas Hardeman, l_’. W. Alexander, Linton
Stephens, Ambrose R. Wright, J. H. Christy, Robert McMillan, Richard
F. Lyon and James Milner. But nothing was accomplished.

Despite the opposition of patriots, the Fourteerith Amendment to
the Federal Constitution was passed over President Johnson's veto, on
June 16, 1866, It did not confer suffrage upon the negro in express
terms. for which reason it was open to misconstruction. Besides giving
restricted citizenship to the negro, and franchising the leading white citi-
zens, provided for a reduction of the state’s representation in Congress,
wnere suffrage. was denied to any of the male inhabitants, and declared
the wagdebt of the Confederate States null and void. Upon the ratifica-
tion o¥gls'amendment, the readmission of the seceding states was made
contingent, Georgia’s reconstruction, therefore, was no lonqr an accom-
plished fact. To «omplicate matters still further and to widen'the already
yawning breach between the sections, this Congress also passed the Civil
Rights bill, giving to negroes the right of accommodation at public hotels,
in raikway trains, on steamboats, at theatres, and other places of enter-
tainment. These were extreme measurés—radical to the point of revolu-
“tion. But the republican majority in Congress was afl powerful. The
South was prostrate in the dust. Again the bayonet became supreme.

Such was the situation when the Georgia Legislature convened in
November; To ratify or not to ratify the Fourteenth Amendment—
this was the paramount question. Governor Jenkins, in his annual mes-
sage, voiced the popular indignation aroused by this oppressive demand
of Congress. The opposition to ratification was well forniilated by
Maj. R. J. Moses, in two sententious paragraphs, as follows:

*“1. " If Georgia is not a state composing a part of the Federal gov-
ernment, known as the Government of the United States, amendments to
the Constitution of thé United States are not properly before this body.

““2. Tf Georgia is a state, composing a part of the Federal govern-
ment, known as the government of the United States, then these amend-
ments are not. proposed according to the requirements of the Federal
C'onstitution, and are proposed in such a manner as to forbid the Legis-
lature from discussing the merits of the amendments without an implied
surrender of the rights of the state.”’ *

These paragraphs were embodied in a strong report, which closed
with the recommendation that the Legislature decline to ratify the pro-
posed amendment to the Federal Constitution. The Senate adopted this
report by a unanimous vote ; while in the House only two members were
recorded in oppositien.®

Exasperated by the South’s delay in ratifying the Fourteenth

Amendment, Congress, under the control of a tyrannical republican
majority. was bhent upon heaping still greater ignominies upon this
section. - It was "fow proposed to cap the climax with negro suffrage
and to place the South under .an iron ruleé of Federal bayonets. For
the purpose of ascertaining the exaét situation of affairs and to avert
—_——— - . . \

“ Millgigeville Federal-Union} Novémber 13, 1866.
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this crowning infamy if possible, ex-Governor Brown, while the recon-
struction measures were still pending, repaired to Washington for a
conference with theseaders on both sides. Judge Dawson A. Walker
accompauied him on this trip. But, _he found the situation hopeless.
The dominant party in Congress was fixed in its resolve to rehabilitate
the South according to its.own plan of reconstruction. It was suffrage
for the negro or nothing. “The utter hopelessness of the situation: was -
only top apparent. Impeachment proceedings against Pre#dent John-
son had already been instituted. Georgia’s war governor was not in
sympathy with these abortive measures, which were, in fact, abhorrent
to him, but he realized the futility of resistance. On returning home,
therefore, he advised the people to submit with patience to wrongs which
could not be righted in a day and which time alone couid redress.
Opposition was likely only to aggravate them. If the South, ‘when
armed with muskets, was powerless to resist the North, he failed to see
how the South, whes prostrate in defeat, could force ‘the North by
coercive measurés into a change of mind; and he reasoned that by
adopting a policy of acquiescence the ordeal or reconstruction might be

* mitigated in severity, if not shortened in duration. . O

But.Georgia was in no mood for accepting the situation. Ex-Gover-
nor Brown instantly became the most unpopular man in the state.
Nor was this ostracism softened when Congress, over President John-
son’s veto, enactéed the atrocious legislation of March 2nd and March
23rd, ‘the effect of which wi; to confer suffrage upon the negroes, to
disfganchise the southern whites, to destroy the re-established state
government, and to put Georgia under an atrocious military regime.®
Governor Brown became a target for personal abuse and villification.
His bold advocacy of secession was forgotten. His prompt seizure of
Fort Pulaski was no longer remembered. His record as Georgia’s war
governor was now eclipsed and obscured. For more than a decade he
became the victim of a most relentless proscription. Harsher epithets
have seldom been coined than during this period. But he chose his path
déliberately and calmly, and he stood in no fear of consequences.

Governor Jenkins also went to Washington at this crisis in the state’s
affairs, resolved to test the constitutionality of the reconstruction
measures of Congress. On Georgia’s behalf, he filed a bill of injunction |
in the Supreme Court of the United States. Proceedings were instituted
on April 10, 1867. Jeremiah S. Black, Charles O’Connor, Robert S.
Brent and Edgar Cowan appeared as counsel for the state. It was
argued with great force tha* Georgia, having failed to establish her
right to secede, was therefore still *within the Union; and that it was
in violation of the Constitution for measures of such a harsh and drastic
character to be forced upon her by a Congress from which her represen-
tatives were excluded. But the bill was dismissed and Georgia was left
without recourse. While the issue was still pending, Governbr Jenkins
faddressed an open letter to the"people of Georgia, advocating a tem-
perate but firm refusal to ncquieace‘inﬂe Congresdioue: plan of recon-
struction. .

But the republican party in Congress Wi beyg upon bringirg the

# ¢¢1ife of Toombs’’ by Phillips, p. £
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South to her knees. Early in the summer an act was passed under
which Georgia, Alabama, and Florida were organized .into the Third
Military District, with Maj.-Gen. John Pope, in command. Still later
a measure was enacted, at the instance of the Reconstruction Committee
of Congress, uul!iné for a general registration of voters. In accordance
with this act, a registration took place in each county, under a military
officer, and, despite its illegality, there were as many negroes as whites
enrolled at this time as voters. The total enrollment reached almost
200,000, of which number half were negroes.

Thousands of the best people of the state refused to register, on
account of the test oath whieh' they were first required to take. Ex-Gov.
Herschel V. Johnson, inveighed heavily against the injustice of this
measure, but urged registration. Judge Hiram Warner, Judge John
W. H. Underwood, and Judge Iverson L. Harris gave advice to the same
effect, urging a participation in state affairs’. Mr. Stephens was qui-
escent, but his attitude of silence virtually favored submission. . Robert
Toombs and Benjamin H. Hill both stoodefor bold resistance. These
were the leaders whose advice best suited the temper of the times.
General Toombs had just returned from Europe, and as usual was ready
with impetuous thunder to defy the Federal Government. Mr, Hill with
consummate eloquence urged the people fo take no part whatever in this
mockery of state control and to assume an attitude of eternal defiance
to such monstrous wrongs. He hoped by this policy of resistance to
touch the national conscience and to influence public sentiment at the
ballot-box.

Mr. Hill's immortal Davis Hall speech, delivered in Atlanta during
the midssummer of 1867 has doubtless never been surpassed. in. its
Olympian thunderbolts of denunciation. It was on this occasion that he
detied the Federal soldiers who with bristling bayonets, entered the hall
and marched down the aisle to seats directly in front of the platform.
These troops were present for the sole purpose of intimidating the
speaker. General Pope himself was in command. But Mr. Hill was
not to be deterred. This interruption only produced the effect of oil upon
angry tlames; it fired him to greater boldness. IHis friends trembled
for his safety, expecting to see a bullet end his life at any moment ; hpl-
no resistance was offered. Nor did his arrest follow.

Mr. Hill subsequently re-enforced his Davis Hall speech with a
series of letters entitled: ‘‘Notes on the Situation,’’ which, for power of
invective, will remain the admiration of all succeeding ages. To quote
Mr. Grady, these letters were discussed on the boulevards of Paris and
on the streets of London. Most of Mr. Hill’s burning shafts were aimed
at the high-handed acts of Congress, which he denounced as subversive
of constitutional government, but he also paid his respects to the military
satraps. to the carpet-baggers, and to the renegades and turn-coats
among the natives whites; nor did he fail to reserve some of his choice

rimstone for his old antagonist: Joseph E. Brown.
ol eToTe tracing further the rapid sequence of events in this direction,
we st note some important developments which can best be recorded

in_this connection. During the year 1866, Maj. Campbell Wallace
beeame superintendent of the Western and Atlantic Railroad? ‘#nd

< entered fipon Nis great task of rehabilitating the state’s splendid

. Bexgayin H. HiLu
United States Senator, Whose Thunderbolts of Eloquence in Protest
Against the Enormities of Reconstruction Recalled
the Philippics of Demosthenes
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property. At the same time, Col. W. M. Wadley was made president of
the Central of Georgia and began to inaugurate an industrial revival.
It was little short of marvelous what both of these men accomplished
under the stress of adverse conditions. Bonds to the amount of $3,630,-
000 were issued with-which to repair the state road, liquidate maturing
obligations, purchase supplies of corn and meet other pressing necessities.
Georgia’s bonded indebtedness was increaged 5,840,000 but her secur-
ities brought 90 cents on the dollar, despite th prevailing distress.
Though. treated as a conquered province and denied recognition as a
state, she had nevertheless been called upon to pay her q;xbta of a direct
tax levied by the Federal authorities,

President Johnson, on May 1, 1866, had granted pardons to 1,228
of the leading citizens of Georgia ¢nd had intimated his willingness to
extend clemency on application to all who might apply. The success of
his plan of reconstruction seemed to I% assured and the state was a unit
in supporting him; but there were breakers ahead.. The military
measures of Congress inaugurated amera of despotism, hitherto unknown
in the history of free government. The registration act disfranchised
thousands who had received amnesty from President Johnson. On
January 9, 1866, Judge John Erskine opened the United States Court
for the District of Georgia and, though a consistent republican, became
a towgr of defense in protecting the defenseless state from numberless
wrongs to which these times exposed her, in the way of litigation.
Georgia today remembers this golden-hearted Irishman with gratitude
and honor. Hugh 8. Fitch, an Indiana lawyer, held at this time the
office of district attorney, and when Judge Wm. Law applied for admis-
wion to practice law in' the District Court he opposed his application on
the ground that he was not able to take the test oath. Judge Law had
practiced in this court for nearly half a century—to show the injustice
of the proposed exclusion. Former Governor Brown represented him;
and, in a powerful argument, assailed the constitutionality of the act
creating the test oath, and was sustained in. this contention by Judge
Erskine,

On April 26, 1866, Memorial Day was observed for the first time
in the South. The custom originated at Columbus, Georgia, yhere Col.

~J. N. Ramsay was the first Memorial Day orator. The graves of all the

Confederate soldiers buried in Linwood Cemetery were at this time
decorated with flowers, and the patriotic daughter of Dixie in whose
loy=l heart the 1dea first took definite form was Mis§ Lizzie Rutherford,
afterwards Mrs. Roswell Ellis, the wife of a galiant ex-Confederate
officer. The date in question was selected for two reasons: first, it marked
the anniversary of General Johnston’s surrender, an event which
terminated the war and, second, it registered the maturity of the vernal
scason. The exercises began with an impressive program in St. Luke’s
Methodist Church, following which the multitude repaired to Linwood
Cemetery, where the graves of the silent heroes in gray were lovingly
decorated with blooms. ¢

Next to Miss Lizzie Rutherford, the honors of pioneerhood belong
to .\lrs.’(‘hnr‘es J. Williams. As secretary of the Columbys Memorial
Association it fell to the lot of this sweet-spirited and giffed lady to
frame tie first letter which appeared in the newspapers of the state on
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this subject, urging the formation of similar organizations. It was not<

alone the beautiful thought itself but the delicate wd‘mmle power 'of

. the writer’s eloquent, appeal to sacred memories that fired the popuh;g,

imagination; and Mrs. Williams has ever since shared with her fa
rival in the homage which the multiplying years hdve brought.

+ For a long period of time there waged in the publie prints a con-
troversy between enthusiastic isans respecting the true parentage
of the Memorial Day idea; but tEe issue has at length happily been
settled by an authoritative pamphlet. On April 26, 1898, the return
of the day was made an occasion for dedicating the ‘‘Lizzie Rutherford
Chapter, of thé U. D. C.,”’ at Columbus, and the orator, Hon. Henry R.
Goetchius, was introduced to the audience by Hon. Robert M. Howard.
At the same time, an official paper from the Ladies’ Memorial Associa-
tion of Columbus—the mother society—setting forth the true history of
Memorial Day, with affidavits thereto attached, was read by Mt. Frank
U. Garrard. Three survivdss of the period—Mrs. Jane E. Ware Martin,
Mrs. Wm. G. Woolfork, and Mrs. Clara M. Dexter—testified to the facts
therein recited. Briefly stated, the circumstances leading td the origin
of Memorial Day are as follows: '~ , j

Dyring the last days of the-Civil war there existed at Columbus, in
common, with many other towns and cities throughout the South; an
aid society, the purpose of which was to serve the Confederacy by such
means as lay within the power of the gentler sex. Garments were made
and yent to the boys at the front. The wounded in the hospitals were
nursed and the dead were given the rites of Christian burial. Some of
the hardest fighting incident to the last days of the war took place on
the slopes around Columbus. As a consequence, the offices of the local
aid society were frequently called into requisition. Mrs. Absalom H.
Chappell was the first president. But she was soon succeeded by Mrs.
Robert Carter, who remained at the helm of affairs until the aid society
was merged into the Ladies’ Memorial Association. When the war
closed the work of the aid society seemed to be at an end. Some time
during the month of January, 1866, Mrs. Jane Martin was visiting
Columbus. One afternoon, Miss Lizzie Rutherford, making her a visit,
asked Mrs. Martin to accompany her to the cemetery, there to join some
other ladies in looking after the graves of the soldiers d died in
the Columbus hospitals, The invitation was accepted. On returning
home, the two ladies discussed the work in which they had been engaged.

‘Miss Rutherford remarked that she had just been reading *‘ The Initials,""

a pojular novel by the Baroness Tautphoeus, and that from this book
she had derived an idea in regard to decorating the graves of the deaa
which the aid society, with no special work to engage them for the
present, other than caring for the sacred shrines, might profitably put
into effect; and she stated that for her own part she would like very
much to see the ajd society reorganized, with this definite object in view.
Happéning to meet Mrs. John A. Jones some few moments later; the
matter was disewssed with her; and still later it was mentioned to Mrs.
Robert Carter,. president of the aid society, with the result that both
ladies were most fav. yslinpressed with the suggestion. As it devolved
upon Miss Rutherford, as secretary of the aid society, to cali a meeting-
for the pur, »se of disposing of certain personal property which belonged

. »
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to the organization, it was thought best to present the matter in =
formal way at this time. Accordingly, not long thereafter, a meeting
was called for a given date, to be held at Mrs. John Tyler’s, on what is

now the corner of Fourteenth Streét and Fourth Avenue; and the ladies

responding to the call were: Mrs. Robert Cirter, Mrs. R. A. Ware,
Mrs. William G. Woolfork, Mrs. Clara M. Dexter, Mrs. J. M. McAllister
and Mrs. Charles J. Williams. On account of a message which sum-
moned her somewhat unexpectedly to the bedside of a sick relative, in
Montgomery, Alabama, Miss Rutherford was not present at the meeting;
but her resolution was duly offered by one of her friends and adopted
without a single vote in oppasition. Thereupon the Ladies’ Memorial
Association, of Columbus, was formally organized, with the following
set of officers: Mrs. Robert Carter, president; Mrs. R. A. Ware, first
vice proghlent ; Mrs. J. M. McAllister, second vice president; Mrs. M. A.
Patto: asurer; and Mrs. Charles J. Williams, secretary. ‘There was
no date'set for the formal observance of Memorial Day: but after Miss
Lizzi¢ Rutherford returned to Columbus, when she, with otfér members,
were working at the cemetery and discussing the best day for the observ-
ance, she suggested April the 26th; the anniversary of General John-
ston's surrender, and it met with subsequent adoption. Mrs. Williams,
as secretary of the Ladies’ Memorial Association, was then requested to
“raft a letter, addressed to the various patriotic societies throughout the
South, urging them to unite in making the observance of Memorial Day
a universal custom. This she did in'a manner which was soon destined
to make hqr name a household word throughout the land ; and with what
effect she gave herself to the task is attested by the fact that today there
is scarcely to be found’a hamlet, in the remotest, corner of the South,
where the day is not fittingly observed. Nor is it too much to glaim that
the action of the Grand Army of the Republic, in setting apart a day
on which to honor the memory of departed comrades, is an offspring
of the modest seedlet which, on April 26, 1866, was planted upon the
banks of the Chattahoochee River, to furnish a harvest of incense for a
. continent: and thus even the victorious North has deigned to emulate
the éxample of the vanquished South.

In addition to the names hereinbefore mentioned, the membership of
this pioneer organization included the following ladies of Columbus:
Mrys, George W. Woodruff, Mrs. Henry L. Benning, Mrs. John A. Jones,
Mrs. . R. Goetchius, Mrs. L. T. Downing, Mrs. John A. Urquhart,
Miss Anna Benning, Mrs. John Tyler, Miss Mary Tyler, Miss- Emma
Tyler, Miss Anna Tyler, Mrs. L. E. Carnes, Mrs. M. E. Hodges, Mrs.

Aine Shepherd, Miss Mary Elizabeth Rutherford, Mrs, Seaborn Jones,
\h\-. Mary Hodges, Mrs. David Hudson, Mrs. M. A. Patten, Mrs. R. B.
Murdoeh, Mrs. Laura Beecher Comer, Mrs. John D. Carter, Miss Harriet
Torvenee, Miss Matilda Torrence, Mrs. Brad Chapman, Miss Anna
Forsyth, Mrs. F. 0. Ticknor, and others.

Memarial Day was made a legal holiday in Georgia b\ an act approved
February 24, 187de

It is not strange that the observance of Memorial Day should have
originated in this seetion. The Southi is proverbially the land of flowers.
During the late Civil war it malw an area of invasion. The burning
plowshares of battle prepared the soll for an imperial harvest of heroic

- .
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legends. Besides, the history of the world teelgs with testimony to the
fact that the most enduring chaplets have ever been woven for the
vanquished.  One mteds only to cite Thermepylae and Troy to prove
(i}at literatute is partihl to a lost cause. Perhaps another reason for the
southern origin of Memorial Day is found im the fact that the heroism
of the southern soldier was inspired not alone by his resolute fidelity. to
principle but by his paramount allegiance to the gentler-ggx. He was
instinctively and racially a Cavalier. It was ever the xk of some
fair woman to buckle on his belt; and whether she printed upon his
brow a mother's or-a sweetheart’s kiss, he jauntily sallied forth to the
wars, like an armored knight. He went to the front, bearing her colors,
to revive the old romantic days of chivalry and to write with his trusty
sword or his brave musket, on many an ensanguin'i;d field, the bloody
sequel of the tournament. If heroism alone could have prevailed, he
would not have lost ‘an uuequkl fight; and around the fireside of an
after-time, he wonld®ave told in another key the story ol Appomattm

But an all-wise God held the scales of battle in.His omnipotent hand;
and while the North was elated with her laurels the South avas left to
her memories. It was in this sorrowful extermity that the Umghter of
Dixie began to think of the humblé graves on the hillgsides. She could
rear no costly monument over her champion, but she could make the
earth above him fragrant with her unbought forget-me-nots. In the
first gray mists of the early morning, these gentle Marys of our South-
land—shedding tears and o¢aring incense—sought the sepulchres in
whigh lay buried the Templar Knights of the Southern Cross. It was
love’s sweet ‘‘In Memoriam''—an elegy of the most exquisite perfume,
written in the unlettered language of flowers.

Despite the financial stress, $5,000 was appropriated by the Legis-
lature of 1866 to the Ladies’ Memorial Association, of Atlanta, and
elsewhere, with which to re-inter the bones of the dead soldiers Iying in
the trenches and to erect simple head-stones. It was also at this session

| that the iniquitous precedent of state aid to railroads was established,

a precedent which was destined to bear fruit in the monstrous frauds
of the Bullock administration. State aid to the Macon and Brunswick
Railroad was granted after an animated debate in both Houses and
trouble for the future was insured.®* Pandora’s box was opened.

* Acts 1866, pp. 127-128,
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CHAPTER XV

Hicu-HaNpep DesporisM BEGINS T0 REIGN—OFFICIALS REMOVED BY THE
MiLitary Power—Avserr H. Cox’'s BoLb SPEECH IN THE UNIVERSITY
CuarEL—HILL axp BrowN BoTH oN THE StAcE—A DraMaTic
Br1sovE—GENERAL PopPE IssuEs A CaLL FOR A NEW CONSTITUTIONAL
CONVMNTION TO ASSEMBLE IN ATLANTA-—COLONEL HULBERT IN
<(:Aﬁ.?r THE REGISTRATION—THE DEMOCRATS HOLD A CESVENTION
IN . N—REesoLuTIONS OF ProTEsT—THE CoNsTITUTIONAL CoON-
VENTION OF 1867-1868—MaNy NEGRO DELEGATES ENROLLMD—SOME OF
Its Memsirs MEN oF Hige CHARACTER—QUITE A NUMBER oF Goop
{EMOCRATS IN ATTENDANCE, WHO KFAVORED PARTICIPATING IN THE
/Warg oF REORGANIZATION—BUT THE MaJoRITY ELEMENT OF THE
WHITES UNREPRESENTED—GENERAL MEADE SUPERSEDES GENERAL

*  Pork 1N CoMmMaND—THE (oNVENTION ApoPTS A NEW StATE CoNsTI-

TUTION RATIFYING THE FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT AND FAVORING FREE
PuBLic SCHOOLS—ATLANTA DESIGNATED AS THE PERMANENT CAPITAL
—Fu~ps Neepep witi* WHICH T0 DEFrAY THE CONVENTIONAL
ExpENSES—GOVERNOR JENKINS, REFUSING TO Draw His WARRANT
Urox 1iie TREASURY, 18 DEPOSED BY GENERAL MEADE—GEN. THOs.
H. Rvcer ““DeraiLep ¥or Duty’’ as GoverNor—To Pnz;éz.\"r THE
ExecuTive SeEAL FroM Fanring INto Prorane HaNDs, GOVERNOR
Jexkins TAKES THE EMBLEM OF GEORGIA’S SOVEREIGNTY INTO EXILE
‘_E~ Route, He FiLes A Secoxp BILL oF INJUNCTION IN WASHING-
tox, D. C., Bur WirHouT SucCEss—COLONEL BARNETT BURIES THE
GRreEAT SEAL oF Georgia UnpeEr His RESIDENCE 1IN MILLEDGEVILLE—
Tue UnioN Leacue—Tae Ku Krux Kran—Georia UNDER THE
Retgy or TerroR—DEaTH oF CHIEF Justice LumpkIN—Himam
WarNeEr Nasep His SucCESsOR. ’

iTigh-handed despotism began to reign with the establishment of
military rule in Georgia. General Pope speedily developed autocratic
powers.  Mayors of cities, sheriffs, solicitors, and other public officials
were displaced by the creatures of martial law. Foster Blodgett was
appointed to act as mayor of Augusta. Capt. J. A. Blance, solicitor-
general of the Tallapoosa Cireuit, and Col. Albert R: Lamar, solicitor-
general of the Muscogee Circuit, were both removed. Men who had
failed to register, were not even allowed to serve on juries. The times
were sadly out of joint. The negro was becoming a dominant factor in
politics, Becausegef the test oath, men who had formerly ruled the
state were disfranchised. It was a dark hour for Anglo-Saxons. At
the State University, during the commencement of 1867, a brilliant
yaung member of the gr'adnnﬁ‘g class, Albert H. Cox, of LaGrange,
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esploded a bomb-shell on the public rostrum by assailing the recon-
struction authorities.. His speech was on ‘‘The Vital Principle of
Nations: Obediencé to Organic Law.’’ It thrilled and électrified his
audience and gave thé young orator a national reputation. The speech
was one of dramatic power. Ex-Gov. Joseph E. Brown was on the
platform, and, though a target for some of the shafte of rhetoric fired

by the youthful speaker, his countenance betrayed no emgtion. Hon.’

Benjamin H. Hill, who also occupied a seat on the rostruf, is said to
have greatly enjoyed the discomfiture of his antagonist. The affair
promised serious results. General Pope requested a copy of the speech.
To protect the university from any embarrassment likely to be occasioned
by his outburst of temper, Mr. Cox offered to withdraw from college.
But no drastic action was taken. The doors of th(f;ﬁniversity' were not
closed and the situation in time quieted. Judge Augustus W. Reese
incurred ihe displeasure of the! military governor but greatly endeared
himself to the peopl®by refusing to obey the newly promulgated order
which excluded non-registered persons from serving as jurors.

On September 19, 1867, General Pope ordered an election to be: held
for delegates to a state constitutional convention.' This election was set
for October 29, but was to continue for three consecutive days, a novel
innovation. Col. E. Hulbert, an ex-superintendent of the Southern
Express Company, was made superintendent of registration. He was a
man of powerful build, resonrceful, adroit, energetic, vigilant, one well
suited for the task in hand. e became a dominant figure in the politics
of #his trombled era. According to Colonel Hulbert, the registration
lists showed 188,647 voters; but the number of absentees from the polls
in this election is indicated by the fact that 106,410 votes were cast, of
which number 102,283 supported the. conventional call. Most of these
were negroes: The date set for the monster gathering was December 9,
1867, and the place selected was Atlanta.

Meanwhile, the democrats made a counter move by holding a conven-

i tion in Macon on December 5, over which the great Benjamin H. Hill

presided. Its temper was well attested by its choice of a presiding
officer: Mr. Hill was the recognized leader of the anti-reconstructionists,
a walking arsenal of impassioned rhetoric. Sixty counties were repre-
sented, but few of these were in North Georgia, where the spell of
ex-Governor Brown's influence was widely felt. To glance over the list
of delegates, there were among the number: Augustus W. Reese,
Thaddeus G. Holt, Wm. S. Holt, Thomas Hardeman, George A. Mercer,
James Cooper Nisbet, Gen. A. R. Wright, Wm. T. Thompson, C. A.
Nutting, L. N. Whipple, R. A. Alston, Herbert Fielder, Augustus R.
Wright, Wm. M. Browne, and W. F. Wright.* There was a stormy
debate over the line of policy to be pursued, whether to assume an
attitude of non-action or denounce the advocates of reconstruction as
enemies of popular government. - Mr. Hill himself favored the latter.
But'a compromise resolution was finally adopted, py sting against the
reconstruction measures, and_ex-Gow. Herschel V. Johnson, as chairman
of a committee to issuc an address to théxgpl& drafted a vigorous

* Avery’s ‘History of Georgia,’’ p. 273, -
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document, appealing for a united effort to restore constitutional govern-

ment. This completed the convention’s work.

Four days later there assembled in Atlanta to remodel the Constitu-
tion of Georgia a nondescript assemblage, in which not only carpet-
baggers and scalawags were conspicuous but the hereditary slaves of
two centuries were enrolled among the delegates. It was an odious
gathering. At least one-sixth of the membership consisted of negroes.
To witness these ex-slaves, occupying seats in a body from which some
of the best people of the state were ¢xcluded and tinkering with the
state’s organic law, was to say the least a novel spectacle, one well
calculated to fire Caucasian blood. It was an hour dark with menace
for the sceurity of Georgia when vicious and ignorant blacks were
permitted to tinker with her organic law, while disfrarichisement was

penalty visited upon her favorite sons for advocating resistance to

whiparalleled wrong. :
" “But there were not a few men of high character agong the delegates
who served ‘o leaven this heterogeneous lump. Some were good democrats
who, holding it folly to offer a futile resistance to armed power, had
registered in order to qualify themselves for service to the state in an
thour of need. Dr. H. V. M. Miller, David Irwin, A. W. Holcombe,
L. N, Trammell, 8. E. Field, and James D. Waddell were of this number.®
Nor were all of the republicans men of sinister motives, like Aaron
Alpeoria Bradley, an incendiary leader from the Savannah district. He
was an obstreperous member, tackling with venemous impartiality, first
the /democrats and then the republicans. But he was subsequently
expelied from the body when it was learned that he had served a term
in the penitentiary of some northern state *for seduction.t Such dele-
gates as the following enjoyed puhlic esteem and stood Ueservedly high:
Amos T. Akerman, Henry K. MeCay, Rufus B. Bullock, Benjamin
Conley, Thos. P. Saffold, David C. Cotting, Madison Bell, N. L. Angier,
J. L. Dunping, J. H. Flynn, J. R. Parrott, A. G. Cole, and Albert G.
Foster. Colonel Akerman was soon to become attorney-general in Presi-
dent Grant's cabinet. Judge MecCay had served on the Supreme bench
of Georgia: Rufus B. Bullock and Benjamin Conley were future gover-
nors of the state, while David G. Cotting, N. L. Angier and Madison Bell
were future state homse officers, under the regime of reconstruction.
Other influential members of the body, some of them good and true
men were: R, H. Whitely, Foster Blodgett, James Adkins, J. E. Bryant,
Thos. J. .Syeer, Henry M. Turner, G. W. Ashburn, Tunis' Campb 1l
Isaac Seely, Samuel Cove, John S. Bigby, N. P. Hotchkiss, W. L. Clift,
('. H. Hopkins, Moses H. Bentley, G. P. Burnett and C. H. Hopkins.1
Some of these became congressmen, under the reconstruction regime,

to wit: Messrs. Whitely, Gove, Speer, Clift, and Bigby. Foster Blodgett .

hecame superintendent of the state road.

The presiding officer of the convention was J. R. Parrott. Without
going into needless details, it suffices to say that, except for a short
- - o

* Journal of the Constitution Convention of 1867-1868, Confederate Records, Vol.
VI, Candler, pp. 201-204, . § )

t Avery’s ‘“History of Georgia,’’ p. 382, '

¢ Journal of the Cofistitytional Convention of 1867-1868, Confederate Records, Vol.
VI Candler, pp. 201-204, * y

L

GEORGIA AND GEORGIANS - 829

recess of twelve days taken at Christmas, the convention remained in .

session until March 11, 1868, in the end producing what became kuown
as the State Constitution in 1868, under which the people of, Georgia
lived for nearl,\.' a decade. This Constitution ratified the Fourteenth
Amendment. It contained many excéllent features and brought into
existence Georgia’s present system of popular education, but the Con-
stitution was never popular, due to the condition‘s-,( upheaval which
brought it forth and to the political agencies with which it was indis-
solubly associated. Provision was made for submitting the new con-
stitution to popular ratification at a general election to be held com-
menecing April 20, at which time'a goveruor, a general assembly, a .set
of state house officers and a delegation to Congress were to be elected.
The choice of a permanent site for a state capital was also.to be made
at this time. Atlanta, haying achieved wide note as a depot of supplies,
for the Confederate Government and as military, headquarters under
the reconstruction regime, offered an exeeutive matsion, a building for
legislative purposes and a lot on which to build a new state capitol.
Milledgeville offered to repair all damages, to the old[eapitol buildings
and to make other improvements. Atlanta’s offer was preferred. The
convention put itself err rapport with the Congressional plan of recon-
struction and nominated ‘Rufus B. Bullock for governor, permission
having been obtained from Congress to declare this high office vacant.

On December 28, 1867, while the convention was still in session,
General Pope was recalled by the Federal authorities and Gen. George
C. Meade, the hero of Gettysburg, placed in charge as commander of the
Third Military District. The credit for this change of officers must be:
given to Governor Jenkins, who was tireless in his complaints to the
Federal authorities in Washington of the high-handed acts of General
Pope; nor was this peppery official long in exhausting the patience of
his own party at the North. There was no regret over his departure
from Georgia.

But a serious crisis was near at hand. The reconstruction conven-
tion before adjournment needed funds with which to defray its expenses
and accordingly passed an ordinance directing the state treasurer to pa;
$40,000 to the convention’s disbursing agent. But Treasurer Jone:#
not in the habit of honoring demands to which the seal of Georgia®
sovereign statehood was not attached, and he declined to pay out meney
from the treasury, ‘‘except nupon the warrant of the Governor, counter-
signed by the Comptroller-General.”” This was a most aggravating hitch
in the program of the recoystructionists. It was necessary to bring
higher officials into the chain of correspondence. Accordingly, on Jan-
uary 7, 1868, General Meade, the new district commander, addressed an
order to Governor Jenkins, directing him to draw his warrant for $40,000
to meet the existing exigency, ‘‘an appropriation made by law.”” To
this demand, Governor, Jenkins replied that the convention had been
called under an act of Congress which preserili ' » tax for raising funds
with which to pay the.expenses ot this body; that the funds so raised
did not come within the parview of eithar state or Federal constitutions;
and that, in declining to obey the behest of convention, he only paid
a dutiful homage to both colstitutions. This reply, though couched in
the language of courtesy, lail the foundations for an act of tyranny

-
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almost unparalleled in the history of free government. On January 13,
General Meade promulgated an order removing Governor Jenkins from
otlice and appointing in his place Gen. Thomas H. Ruger who, according
to the extraordinary terms of his commission was ‘‘detailed for duty’’
as governor.  Such trifling with the sacred rights and liberties of a
great state was galling to the sensibilities -of a proud people; but there
sat in Georgin's executive chair at this time a Roman, cast in the molds
of the great Cato.

This ejection of Governor Jenkins from office by the iron hand of
the military power was the crowning indignity in a catalogue of outrages
to which thy State of Georgia was subjected during this period. It was
subversive of every principle of constitutional government for the duly
eleeted governor of a great state to be hurled from his seat of authority
10 this despotic manner but for his successor in office to be *‘detailed for
duty " as the chief magistrate of a sovereign people was a wanton insult.
This same order also displaced State Treasurer John Jones and desig-
nited as his successor Capt. Charles F. Rockwell. He, too, was datailed
for duty. So extraordinary is this document, known as order Number
Eight, that the document is herewith reproduced in its entirety as a
quaint and curious relic of this infamous regime.® Tt reads as follows :

‘“Headquarters Third Military District,
Dept. of Ga., Ala. and Fla.
“tioweral Order No. 8 ATLANTA, Ga,, Jan. 13, 1868.

I Charles J. Jenkins, Provisional Governor, and John Jones,
P'rovisional Treasurer of the State of Georgia, having declined to respect
the instryetions of, and failed to co-operate with the Major General com-
manding the Third Military District, are hereby removed from office.

“IL By virtue of the authority granted by the Supplementary
Reconstruction Acet of Congress, passed July 19th, 1867, the following
named oftices are detailed for duty in the District of Georgia: Brevet
Brigadier General Thomas H. Ruger, Colonel 33d Infantry, to be Gov-
ernor of the ‘Stage of Georgia; Brevet Captain Charles F. Rockwell,

e

Ordnance Corps, U. S. Army, to be Treasurer of the State of Georgia.

“IIL. The above named officers will proceed without delay ty®

Milledgeville, Georgia, and enter upon the discharge of the duties®
devolving upon them, subject to instructions from these Head-quarters.
By ordef of . GENERAL MEADE,
fOficial ;] R. C. Druwm, Assistant Adjutant General.
Girorae K. Sanperson, Capt. and Act. Asst. Adjt. Gen.”’

But Governor Jerikins was resolved that the seal of his office should

not he deseerated by the profane hands of the military nsurpers. Aecord-
mely, he took the seal of the executive department, with $400,000 in
vishoand eft for Washington, District of Columbia, where he filed a

scvonid Bill in the Supreme Court of the United States, protesting on
constitutional grounds against the seizure of the state government by
Hladiilitary power. He next went to New York, where he deposited the

SH0000 1 the state’s credit, in one of the banks, to be used later in
- mikire a'payment on fhe public debt. The executive seal accompanied”
; S i
* terfoderatg Recerds, Vol VI, Candler, p. 366,
*
¢

GEORGIA AND GEORGIANS . 831

him first to Nova Scotia and afterwards to Europe and remaingd in his
custody until Georgia's statehood was restored, at which time™it_was
duly surrendered to the properly constituted authorities. - e ¥

Sweeping changes.now occurred in rapid succession. Col. Nathan*C. "~

Barnett, Georgia’s secretary of state, was the next official whose head
was marked for the guillotine. Capt. Charles Wheaton was detailed to
succeed him in this department. But, ongetiring from office, Colonel
Barnett took with him the Great Seal State, which he secretly
buried at night under his home in Milledgeville, his wife alone sharing
with him the knowledge of its exdct whereabouts, Judge John ‘. Clarke,
of the Pataula eircuit, was removed from theé bench for adjourning court
on the ground of General Meade’s ““illegal, unconstitutional and danger-
ous orders.”’ Comptroller-Gem-rak\?u,rns was imprisoned for two days
on a warrant confusing him with a ian named Barnes. Jusfice was a
mockery in Georgia at this time; and supreme over all was the Federal
t. :
To improve the outlook for republican success, in the presidential

" campaign of 1868, the Union League was ognized; and, in-connection
instrymental in propagat- -

with the Freedman’s Bureau, this league w:
ing a harvest of willful and malicious falsehoods and in producing wide-
spread demoralization, It was organized by political adventurers—most
of them carpet-baggers—whose interest in the black man was a secondary
consideration. The first Union League made its appearance in 1867.
Others followed in rapid succession, until leagues were organized in all
the imbortnnt towns and cities. Its members were united in an oath-
bound organization of wonderful cohesiveness. Its discipline was strict
and its activities for the most part hidden and secret. Meeting places
were guarded by armed sentinels; and obedience to commands was
enjoined under extreme penalties, including even death. It ruled the
negroes with a rod of iron. We quote this pungent paragraph from the
pen of Col. Tsaae W. Avery, an eye-witness to much of what he records.

Says Colonel Avery:*

*“No picture of that day will be complete that omits that truly ‘loyal’
organism, the ‘Union League,’ founded and run in secret deliberations
in the interest of the Republican party. Its chiefs were am Mark-
ham and Henry P. Farrow. It united its members in a ¢ mpact, oath-
bound organization of wonderful cohesiveness and discipline. TIts hidden
partisan efficiency was remarkable, and it ruled consummately its unlet-
tered legionaries from Africa. Perhaps the most pernicious damage
done by this order, was the utter loathsome disrepute into which it
brought the sacred idea of loyalty to government. All dissent from the
sanctity of oppression and the virtue of tyranny was ‘disloyal;’ all
abject approval of every hideous abortion of relentless despotism was
‘loyal.” The line of loyalty was ignominious subservience to power.”

As a meang of keeping the negro loyal, he was taught to believe that,
if his formier master was successful, | the poils, it would result in his
re-enslavement, and«o alf ignorant race of people who were enjoying the
luxury of freedem for the fijghtime, such an appeal was most powerful.
At the same time, in. the event oﬂegnblican success, he was promised

* Avery’s ‘* History uf Georgia,'’ p. 382,
Vol 11—15 .

rd

" 4



- 832 GEORGIA AND GEORGIANS

large returns, including not only the fabled ** forty acres and a mule,’

but material benefits to be derived from the confiseated propert) of the
whites. Little was required to excite the imagination of the negro.
These false promises filled his mind with dreams and visions and to the
enfeebling ¢éffecte of idle habits added the vicious contaminations of
politics.  To be disloyal to the league was worse than to be disloyal to

the church.  As a result of such heresies, untold mischief was accom-
plished; anl today, after a lapse af half a century, the South is still
reaping the fruits of this yicious propaganda.®

To maintain the ascendancy of the white race, at a time when thou-
sands of its best and noblest representatives were disfranchised, when

the vivil law was suspended and when_the bayonet ruled supreme; to
keep the negro in his proper place; and to checkmate the harmful effects
wronght by those twin monsters of reqnnstrucllon the Freedman’s
Baredu and the Union League, it was neteuary to inaugurate a counter-
movement. This brought into xmtence&he famous Ku Klux, The sole
objects of this organization were to preserve law and order, to maintain
an Anglo-Saxon supremacy, and to keep the negro in subjection. It was °
demanded for society’s protection; and was well-adapted to the super-
stitious fears of the black man and to the exigencies of the times. As a
rule, the Kn Klux rode at night, in single file. The costume worn by- its
members was most sepulchral. It consisted, in the main, of a long white
gown, surmounted by a mask. The utmost secrecy characterized the move-
ments of the Ku Klux. It moved with the grimness of death, but with the
precision of clockwork, to the accomplishment of its purposes, ofttimes
appearing with mysterious suddenness and disappearing in like mammer,
as if made to vanish into thin &ir by some magicidn’s wand. Whenever
a negro committed a crime or rendered hifilself obnoxious to the whites
he was sure to receive a visit from the Klan. Sometimes his punishment
was light; sometimes extreme. Brutal outrages were not infrequently
perpetrated in the name of the Ku Klux; but, in the main, its work was
salutary. The defence of Southern womanhood made its existence imper-
ative, sanctified its ritual, hallowed its meeting-places, and glorified its
membership with some of the loftiest names in the land. From an author-
itative source, the story of its origin s thus told: t
*“The first den was organized in Pulaski, Giles County, ’l'ennmsee, in’
1566, and Pulaski continued to be the center of the order throughout its
existence as an interstate organization, Six men omni;ed the den for
diversion and amusement in a community where life was dall and monoto-
nous.  The original name was Ku Kloi—from the Greek word Ku Klos
—meaning band or circle. It was changed to Ku Klux and Klan added.
The constitution of Tennessee was imposed by a fra.ctlon of the people.
The Legislature passed an act restricting mﬂnge, which disfranchised
three-fourths of the native population of the middle and western parts
~of the state. This obsequious Legislature also passed acts ratifying the
illegal edicts of the autoeratic and tyrannical Governor Browilow—*‘The
*Parson.”” ® ® ® At an election enough men had been permitted to
register to thwart,.Brownlow’a plans. He threw out the entire yote of

o~

© " '*When th@Ku Klux Rode,’’ by Eyre Damer, Neale Co., 1912, pp. 47-50.
f **When thé Ku Klux Rode,’”’ by Eyre Damer, The Neale Co., 1912, pp. 90-93.
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twenty-eight counties. Registrars were removed, registration set aside, )

“the counties, placed under martial Jaw, and negro militid*quartered
ﬂlerem. The Legn.lature had become unanimously républlca(kin\ both g
‘branches.

‘““The people bhegan to consider means of «.ounteructmg this high-
handed tyranny. The Pulaski Ku Klux organization had atfracted much
attention, and many branches had beég organized. Leaders of the peaple

. quickly saw that it could be utilized for the purpose in view. And this

was quickly done. The order, thus perverted, quickly spread from Vir-

" ginia to Texas. The ritual was simple and easily memorized and was

&

never printed; but a copy of the prescript was obtained and used in a
trial in Tennessee and reprodiuced in United States Government publi-
cations. At a meeting in Nashville of delegates from all dens, this was
modified., That convention designated the Southern tﬂ-nmn as, ‘“The
Invisible mem- ' It was subdiwided inte ‘‘realms,”’ corresponding
to states; realms were divided into ‘‘dominions’’ (congressional dis-
tricts), dominions into ‘‘provinces’’ (counties) ; provinces into ‘‘dens.”’

Officers were designated. as follows{ ‘the Grand Wizard of the Invisi-
ble Empire, with his ten Genii Q;nd the ‘Grend Wizard’s powers were
almost Autocratic); the Grand Dragon of the Realm and his eight
Hydras; the Grand Titan of the Dominion and his six Furies; the Grand
- Cyclops of the Den and his two Night Hawks, the Grand Monk, the Grand
Seribe . the Grand Exchequer, the Grand Turk, the Grand Sentinel, the
Genii, the Hydras, the Furies, the Gobbins and the Night Hawks iere
all staff officers. It is said that the graduation and distribution of
authority were perfect, and that no more perfectly orgahized body*ever
existed in the world. The costume consisted of a mask with openings
for the nose and eyes, a tall, pointed hat, of stiff material, a gown or
robe to cover the entire person. Each member was provided with a whis-
tle, and with this, and by means of a code of signals, communicated with
his comrades. They used a cypher to fix dates, etc., and published their
notices  in the newspapers until repressive laws forbade this. Their
horses were robed and their hoofs muffled. -

‘“Meanwhile, other orders formed : the White Brotherhood the White
League, the Pale Faces, the Constitutional Unioj
Knights of the White Camelia; but all evidence shows: T
part there were short-lived, the very name of Ku Klux having caught
the fancy of the members. General Forrest is credited with having con-
solidated all of them into’the one grand order. An interview with Gen-
eral Forrest was published in the Cincinnati Commercial, in September,
1868, in which he was reported as saying that in Tennessce the klan em-
braced a membership of 40,000, and in all the states, of 550,000. He
#aid to the congressional commission that the order was dishanded by
him when it had fulfilled its purpose. No doubt he meant that the gen--
eral organization was disbanded, for certainly detached bodies existed
after the date ﬁxpd by him al it of the disbandment. Fleming says
that the genefal was_ initiated by Capt. John W. Morton, formerly his
chief of artillery, and B#ame, Grand Wizard: In his testimony, General
Forrest said that the klan _Tennessce was intended as a defensive
organization ' » offset the Union League; to ptotect ex-Confederates frorf™
extermination; to prevent the burning of gms, mills, and residences,

A
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Congress and the radical Legislatures resorted to all possible medns to
break up the klans, but they existed until after white supremacy was
restored. * * * Following the Nashville convention, the order courted
publicity in order to inspire respect for its powers, and the Ku Klux
sometimes paraded in daylight. Their appearance in public was sudden
und unheralded; and they disappeared as silently and mysteriously.
The perfection of their movements in drill revealed the training which
the members had received as cavalrymen during the war. Sometimes
the parades were at night, and then the mystery of their sudden appear-
ance and the weirdness of the spectacle were heightened.’’

I the widst of this saturnalia of reconstruction, one of Georgia's
most illustrious spirits, Chief Justice Joseph Henry Lumpkin, entered
into rest. Judge Lumpkin died at his home in Athens, oh June 4, 1867.

Wnent, profound, upright, learned, Judge Lumpkiy, was revered in

us “‘the Great Chief-Justice,”’ nor have the succeeding years robbed -

* him of this august distinction. As an orater, the begeh of Georgia has
never knovan his equal. During the days of Judge Lumpkin, the opinions
of the court were orally delivered; and for the solemn duty enjoined
upon him by this custom he possessed in an eminent degree every requi-

isite: personal magmetism, voice, gesture, an unrivaled command of lan-
guage, an impressive dignity of manner, an imagination tropical in its
luxuriance of color. For twenty-one years, beginning with the establish-
ment of this lofty tribunal, he presided over the deliberations of the
Supreme Court of Georgia. His decisions run, likera thread of silver,
?.hryugh more than thirty volumes of reports, covering a wide range of
Important cases. These volumes are fragrant with the aroma of his
geniug. Such an’unbroken file of opinions“cannot be duplicated in the
Jjudicial archives of any state in the Union; and taking“them, first and
last, ne richer caravan ever bore the spices of the Orient. To succeed him,
in this exalted seat, Governor Jenkins appointed a former occupant of the
Supreme Bench—‘‘a Roman in feature and a Roman in soul”’—Judge
Hiram Warner.
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CHAPTER XVI

Tue NEW STATE (fosa"rrrmms RatiFiep ar tHE PoLus, sur Most oF
THE WHITES FaiL o Vore—Rurus B. BuLLock DeFeats GEN; JOuN
B. GorpoN ForR GOVERNOR—ELECTED BY £ARPET-BAGGERS AND NEGROES
—THE FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT Havi i BEEN SWALLOWED, (GEORGIA
Is Resrorep 10 Favor=—Bur FuLn RECOGNITION OF ‘StatEnoof Is
DELyY NEGrO RULE A SORE TRIAL—THE StATE DEMOCRATIC CON-
VENTION OF 1868—ENDORSES SEYMOUR AND BLAIR AND CHoOsES ELECT-
ors— THE GreEar Busn Arsor MeeTiNG—HiLL, Tooxss, Coss AND
Moses DENOUNCE THE CONGRESSIONAL MEASURES oF RECONSTRUCTION,
HoPiNG To INFLUENCE PusLic SENTIMENT, AT THE No#TH—AN His-
TorIc OccasioN——HENRY W. GRapY ResTorEs GENERAL Tooms’s HaT
—TaE KmLLing oF ASHBURN—EX-GOVERNOR BROWN'S PART IN THE
TrIAL—THE LecisLATURE MEETS—THE EuicBiLity oF NEGRo MEM-
BERS AN IsSUE~ DECIDED IN THE NEGRO'S FAVOR—GOVERNOR BULLOCK
IsAuoumrm——émnolA’s SecoNp ReconsTrucTION ENDS—BUT THE
Burrock ReGime Is No TmprovEMENT UroN MiLiTArY RuLE—JosHUA
Hin axp H. V. M. Mitier ErecTep UNITED STATES SENATORS—
NErTHER SEATED UNTIL THE END OF THE SESSION—THE STATE’S CON-

_ GRESSIONAL DELEGATION SEATED AT ONCE—NELSON TirT—P. M. B.
Youne—Josern E. BrowN AprroiNnTEp CHier JUSTICE BY GOVERNOR
Brrwock—Junce H. K. McCay—Fresu Courrications—THe Ex-
PULSION OF THE BLACKS FROM THE STATE LEGISLATURE—(EORGIA
ONCE MORE ADRIFT.

state constitution was submitted to a vote of the people. At e

But to resume the narrative of events. On April 20, 1868, the new
time an election was held for governor, the republicans having noﬁfed

.Hon. Rufus B. Bullock, and the democrats, Gen. John B. Gordon. It

seems that Hon. Henry P. Farrar was at first scheduled for the repub-
lican nomination. He belonged to the conservative element of the party
and was a man of prove courage as well as of high character. This
was shown in his correspondence with Col. M. A. Nevin, of Rome, who
denounced him as a coward. Such an epithet, applied to a brave man,
under ordinary circumstances, provokes but ong answer. But Colonel
Nevin was crippled. Too chivalrous to fight a disabled antagonist,
Colonel Farrar declined. to meet him on the field of honor, but engaged
in a duel with his séconﬂ. Capt. Thomas™_“<onnor, who, after an ex-
change of shots, manfully “withdrew the charges of his principal. Colo-
nel Farrar would havé made a stroﬂ?‘eeﬁidate for governor and would
have given tone to the campaign, but he failed to secure the nomination,
due largely to the manipt ations of Foster Blodgett, Governor: Bullock's
““Fidus Achates.””
835 -
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Thousands of democrats were still disfranchised. Unwilling to tak
the test oath, necessary for registration, they absented thcm‘selgves fro g
the polls.  As a result, the constitution was ratified together with ﬂ:
abhored Fourteenth Amendment, and Rufus B. B'ullt)ck was ll te:l
governor, defeating the searred hero of Appomattox. Those su “ :tcin
him constituted a motley aggregation. Carpet baggers scalaw';‘::x ang
negroes won the day ; while Georgia's nobleh 80NS were d;nied the ballot;

- were subjected to gross indignities; and, on the very plantations ov ‘
which they had once ruled with princely sway, were'branded as re:‘;):i!
and denounced as “utlaws. - The-republican majority was 17,000 vot -
('im'c-rnur-l'}lcl:t Bullock was politically and personally a co;mnand e
figure, handsome, tall, and well-built. Though a n ti.\'e of New Y ml(g

, o e had served in the Confederate army, making a g:'od soldit:r \totrl .

‘a n'lnv"(if “.'e war, in pursuance of what he felt to befhe wisest ‘c.on:ae ,:(‘

»Bad u!unhﬁud himself with the reconstructionists. His reputation a et
arganizer was well established. He had nfanaged tiye affairs of the ex 3"::;
compuily in this state and had also been president of the \lnconpnnd
Brunswick Railroad. With the acceptance of the new state c;mntitut""'
Atlanta became the future capital of the state, iy

H..-nrgin having ratified the Fourteenth Amendment, a bill to readmit
her into the Union. was introduced in Congress during the month of
May. It passed the House by a vote of 109 to 35 and the Senate t:’o
vote ctf 31 to 5. Forty-five members of the former body declined to \?ot:
pnd vighteen of the latter. The act readmitting Georgf.a went into effect
jon JH.IM' 25th, at which time Governor-Elect Bullock, pending his inau-
guration as ggvernor, was appointed provisional governor to succeed Gen-
cral Ruger. On July 22d, he formally took the oath of office as governor
I»-.-fnrf- the General Assemibly which convened in A lanta for the first
time in the midsummer of this year.

Co-incidental with the assembling of the new State Legislature, there
was .hv:h} in Atlanta a convention of (ieorgia demoecrats, to rati'fv the
uum,nunon of Seymour and Blair as candidates for president umi vice
president on - the national democratie 'iicket, and to choose electors
Judge Sugustus W. Reese was made president of the convention. 'I“heﬂ;
\\'1.-rc-‘m~\‘|-n \'.iv(', presidents chosen from the various Congressional dis-
tricts as follows: Dr: R. D. Arnold, Gen. A. H. Colquitt, L. H. Feather-
stone, John J. Floyd, B. T. Harris, S. J. Smith, and C. D. Mc'Cutcheon
More than 1,000 delegates were in attendance, representing 108 countien.
u_ml constituting the flower of Georgia’s social, intellectual, and morai
life.  The electors chosen were as follows: from the state at iarg&John
3. Hu‘nnlnn and John T. Clarke; alternates Wm. T. Wofford and Thomas

+ M. Norwood. Distriet electors—John (. Nichols, Charles T. Goode
Raphasl J."Moses, Augustus O. Bacon, Joseph B. Cumming, Hiram P'
Ii-:ll. mu}l James D. Waddell; alternates, J. H. Hunter, Wmn. B Fleming.
\\'. (‘b. Tuggle, Dr. H. Wimberly, Gen. D. M. DuBose, and Garnett'
h.-.\lnllun. Some of these men were already distinguished ; others were
destine®to achieve high political honors. . - :

Perhaps the largest political mass-meeting ever held in Georgia—
. /

¢
3

ln».\-nlld any lillc'stion the most dramatic and electrical—was held in &

Atlanta l:l‘l July 23,1868, just after the adjournment of the State
Democratic Convehtion. Tt is doubtful if any age of the“world since

*
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Demosthenes hurled his thunderbolts at Philip has witnessed such an
exhibition of impassioned oratory as occurred at this mass-meeting held

under an‘immense bush arbor, wear the site of the present union passens.

ger dcp(;t. The ‘speakerg on this occasion were all renowned orators:
Robert Toombs, Howell Cobb, Benjamin H. Hill, Raphael®J. Moses.
Mr. Hill delivered on this occasion what was probably the greatest effort
of his life, surpassing even his Davis Hall sp?ch, though he was not at
this time in the best of health. General Cobb’s speech was also a master-
piece of invective, delivered with powerful effect. "It was his last appear-
ance-ifi public and his parting message to the people of Georgia recalled®
the accents of Elijah ascending to heaven in liis chariot of fire. General
Toombs had just returned from Europe. His majestic figure, so often
the ‘storm center of debate in the Nhjh_ of Congress, aroused on this
oceasion the gn-a‘est enthusiasm, though his speech failed to awake its
custol ‘hy thrill. ' It did not bespeak the magnificent Toombs ot the old
days, When a nation felt the spell of his accents. Most of the barbed
shafts of this heated hour were aimed at Georgia’s former war governor,
Joseph E. Brown, who this year attended as & delegate the republicah
national convention, which nominated Gen. U>S. Grant for president.
At the close of Mr. Hill’s superb speech,” General Toorubs, always mag-
nanimous, tossed His hat high in mid-air. Descending, it fell at the feet
of a beardless youngster who stooped to pick it up, little dreaming that
some day his awn eloquence, attuned to a far gentler key, would rival
the golden aceénts to which he was then listening. This youth was the
futare renowned peace-maker between the sections: Henry W. Grady,
who was then just entering upon his journalistic career. It is doubtful
if the Bush Arbor speeches will ever be surpassed in Georgia. The
conditions which called them forth were volcanic. It was a period of
violent passion and of tremendous unheaval. These speeches voiced the
indignant protest of an outraged people against the Saturnalia of Recon-
struetion; they illuminated a fateful hour with the fires of genius; they
set fair-minded people to thinking in all parts of the Union; and they
resounded with telling effect in the democratic gains registered in the
fall election. : ;

There occurred at Columbus during the period of reconstruetion an
episode which plunged the whole nation into a fever of-(-iwt, and
which evinced a fixed purpose on the part of the people of the outh to
maintain the integrity of an Anglo-Saxon civilization. It was the killing,
by unknown parties, of G: W. Ashburn, an offensive partisan, who
represented the most,extreme type of radicalism. e was a member of
the Constitutional Convention of 1865, in which body he made himself
peculiarly odious to the white people of Georgia. The feeling of revul-
sion naturally reached a elimax in Columbus, where Le lived with the
negro element of the population—an object of great loathsomeness to the
Caucasian race, The following account of the trial is condensed from an
authentic source: a5

“The killing of Ashbtlrn occurred on the night of March 31, 1868,
He is said to have been a ndtige of North Carolina, from which State
he came to Georgia some thirty yeiﬁ‘prior to his death. There is very
little known concer iing him prior to the era of military usurpation,
which, in addition tu' unloosing upon Georgia a swarm of vultures from

L
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other sections, developed the baser instincts of men who were already
residents of the State and who identified themselves for vicious pur-
poses with these ignoble birds of prey. There were undoubtedly. some
good and true men who, from conviction, advocated a policy of non-
resistance ; but they were few in number. Ashburn's m,\'ateri(;ua taking
off, therefore, at a time when passion was infl ed, when civil courts
were suppressed, when Georgia’s sovereign Statehood was outraged
in fhe most flagrant manner, and when there was no redress for the

whites exeept through the instrumentality of the Ku-Klux, was a mat-*"

ter little calenlated to produce surprise, though it created a tremendous
sensation. The military authorities took the matter in hand and caused
arrest on suspicion of the following parties: Willigm R. Bedell, Colum-
bus C. Bedell, James W. Barber, Alva C. Roper, Wiltiam D. Chipley

bert A. Ennis, Williamm L. Cash, Elisha J. Kirkscey, Thomas \'

rimes. Wade H. Stephens, R. Hudson, W. A. Duke, J. S. Wiggins,
and R. A. Wood. Besides these, there weme seve negroes implicated.
It seems.that even the blucks entertained toward Ashburn a feeling of
mingled fear and disgust.

“*For the purpose of trying these alleged offenders, a military court
was organized at McPherson's Barracks, in Atlanta. The counsel for
the prisoners included Alexardder H. Stephens, Martin J. Crawford,
James M. Smith, Luciis J. Gartrell, Henry L. Benning, James N. Ram-
sey and Raphael J. Moses. On the side of the prosecution, General
Dunn, the judge advocate, was assisted by ex-Governor Joseph E. Brown
anfl Major William M. Smythe. While in prison the defendants were
subjected to great indignities. They were eventually admitted to bail,
hoyvm‘cr, in the sum of $2,500 each, and’ not less than four hundred
citizens of (‘olumbus, representing both races, signed thié required bonds.

It was on June 29, 1868, that the court was duly constituted, but,
at’the request of* Mr. Stephens, a postponement was granted until the
day following. The trial then began with the filing by Mr. Stephens
of an answer in plea to the specific charges, in which, on behalf of the
several prisoners, he entered a plea of not guilty to the erimes set forth.
At the same time, the rightful jurisdiction of the court was traversed.
With slow progress the case proceeded until the twentieth day, when
orders were received from General Meade suspending the investigation
until further notice from headquarters. On July 25, 1868, the prison-
ers were taken to Columbus, under guard. It ‘was at this stage of the
proceedings that they were finally admitted to bail ; and, for reatons
hest known perhaps to the military authorities, the trial of the alleged
murderers was never resumed."’

Governor Brown's part in the prosecution of the Columbus pris-
oners charged. with the murder of Ashburn only served to increase the -
obloquy in which he was held at this time by Georgians, due to his
course in supporting the election of General Grant and in upholding
the policy of reconstruction. The following explanation of his course

‘in the Colwfubus affair has been given by Col. Tsaac W. Avery, his ac-

credited biographer. Says he:®
*“Weighing the evidence in the matter fairly and dispassionately,
o ¥ WY
* Avery’s *‘ History of ﬁmwit," p. 387.

’

o
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it may be shown that Governor Brown, in taking part-in this pmseu{\
tion, was governed by proper motives and rendered a service, both to the,
State and tg the prisoners. He afleges that General Meade employed
him, on the condition which*ke insisted upon making, that he—Ggvernor
Brown—should control the casé, afid that, upon the restoration of civil
law, the case sliould be surrendered by the military authorities. Iis
employment prevented the. retention of very extyme men. - The corro-
boration of Governor Brown, in this statement, has been very striking
It has been argued against its credibility that during General Meade's
life, when'the latter could eithef have verified or denied.it, no explana-

“tion was made by Governor Brown of his conduct in the matter. - Major

A. Leyden, of Atlanta, who talked withﬁ:ﬂenoral Meade several times
ahout the affair, says that he was assured by General Meade that his
fears for the prisoners would not be realized. Mr. John C. Whitney, of
Atlanta, states that Detective Whiteley, who worked up the evidence
for the ution, told him that the undérstanding when Brown
was employed was that the military. trial was to be remanded to the
State authorities, on the reorganization of the ciwil govérnment. Gen-
eral William Phillips, of Marietta, testifies that Governar Brown con-
sulted with him at ‘the time on the subject and explained to him his
attitude of mind. Major Campbell Wallace, in an interview at the
time with General Meade, confirms Governor Brown's statement. Many
years ago Govern » Brown gave his version of the affair to Hon. Alex-
ander . Stephens’and Dr. J. S. Lawton.”

With the inauguration of Governor Bullock, Georgia was at last for
the second time reconstructed. But difficulties were already brewing
which were destined once more to send her adrift upon the political
seas. One eventrin particular was of .overshadowing importance. This
was the expulsion of the blacks from the State Legislature. It is neces-
sary at this point to inquire into the personnel of the General Assembly
which convened in the summer of 1868 to make laws for the State of
Georgia. This body, otherwise known as the ‘‘Bullock Legislature,’’
assembled in Atlanta on July 4, 1868, under an order from General
Meade and organized by elocting Hon. Benjamin Conley, of the
Eighteenth District, president of the Senate and Hon. R. L. Me¢! )
of Greene, speaker of the House. The latter defeated by only oné vote

“Hon. W. P. Price, of Lumpkin, the democratic candidate. Despite the

disfranchisement of white voters, there was still a strong democratic
contingent in each legislative branch. Among the state senators were:
Milton A. Candler, W. ToWinn, C. J. Wellborn, A. D. Nunnally, E. D.
Graham, C. B. Wooten, Joel C. Fain, A. W. Holcombe and B. B. Hinton.
In the House were: I. E. Shumate—perhaps its most brilliant member
—Wm. D. Anderson, Morgan Rawls, Dunlap Scott, W. M. Tum-
lin and others. Mark A. Hardin, a democrat, was elected clerk, an office
which he afterwards held continuously for more than sixteen years;
and there was not a legislative gatherings & a political assemblage of
any importance at-the stite &’pijnl during this long interval in which
the stentorian voice of Mark Hard#é.was not heard. He became a fa-
miliar figure in state polif’n:s, almost an ntial part of its mechanism.

Early in the session an issue arose which for nearly three weeks
was debated with impassioned fervor. It concerned the eligibility of
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the negro members, of whom there were twenty-five in the House and
three in the Senate.  One of the latter was the notorious Aaron Alpeoria
Bradley from the First District. The Fourteenth Amendment did not
confer upon the negro, in express terms, the right to vote or to hold
oftice, and, under the State Constitution, he was not a citizen in the sense
that he was vested with full political rights. As a result of this pro-
tracted debate, however, the majority report. favoring eligibility, was
adopted. This quicted matters for the time being; and, on July ééd as
we have already seen, Governor Bullock was inaugurated. ’ Gméﬁl
Meade, with his staff, attended the eéremonies. The negro members were
seatedd. Most af these were ex-slaves, ignorant and illiterate: but among
the number was Henry M. Turner, afterwards a bishop of the A. M. E
Chureh. As a manipulator of the black element, J. E. Bryant was i)or:
hiaps the most influential personality on the repeiblican side of the House
Says Col. Isane W, Avery:*® g .

““He has played a highly coloredspart in all the shifting scenes of Re-
ce -mlru--!.inn. No man has ever joined to th(‘%l'“?ﬁt pen and the glibbest
tongue, in presenting the humanitarian aspeets of Reconstrustion, a
keener clutch of thé more practical instrumentalities that govern the
untutored colored intelligence. He has been both a subtle and a bold
leader of the dark element of suffrage.”’

Next came fhe election of United States senators, The balloting began
on April 28th and continued for two days. Dr. L. V. M. Miller defeated
Foster Blodgett and Hon. Joshua Hill was successful over two distin-

guished opponents, Joseph E. Brown and Alexander H. Stephens.  This

was the only political defeat ever sustained by Georgia's war governor.
Iis career hitherto had been an unimpeded march over an Appian Way
of triumph. Later he accepted from Governdf Bullock the ermine of
Georgia’s chicf justiceship, an appointment which only served to inerease
the m!ium‘in which he was held, though his acceptance was prompted by a
patriotic desire to serve the state in this hour of need. Governor Brown’s
flefeat for the senatorship caused great rejoicing among his enemies, but
in electing Joshua Hill a Roland was exchanged for an Oliver. Neithers

of the two senators elected at this time were seated unfil the closing hours..

of the Farty-first Congress, more than two years later. It was differen
with the state’s delegation in the Lower House. All of the members were
admitted and Georgia's electoral vote was duly counted this year for Sey-
mour and Blair. The state’s delegation’in Congress, seated during the
mid.summer of 1868, was as follows: Joseph W. Clift, Nelsor Tift, Wm.
P. Edwards, Samuel F. Gove, Charles H. Prince and Gen. P. M. B.
Young. Only two of these were democrats: Mr. Tift and Gen. P. M. B,
Young. Mr. Tift was a New Englander. But he had cast his fortunes
with the South at an early age and had become one of the industrial
captains of the state. The whole of wire-grass Georgia is today his mon-
ument. - General Young was a West Pointer. Entering the war as an
officer in Cobb’s famous legion, he became a division commander at the
agehf twenty-five and was famed for his dashing intrepidity on the field.
But the general was a?dicted to an oceasional use of profanity, and on

&

* Avery 'y Histogy of Georgin,’’ p. 306,
.
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the point of making a charge, on one occasion, hé is said to haye used
thissexpression: : : \-\\
““Here’s to hell or the Major-Generalship!™’ :
Tle won his stars. "Subsequent.to the war he became a consul at St:
Petersburg, and was afterwards minister to Guatamala and Honduras.
Governor Bullock overhauled the Supreme Bencli. Besides naming
Joseph E. Brown for chief justice, he nifaed Henry K. MceCay and
Hiram Warner for associate justices. Judge Warner had been chicf
justice under Governor Jenkins and was not, therefore, in full sympathy
with the reconstructionists. For this reason. while retained on the bench,
he was degraded in rank. Judge McCay afterwards became-judge of the
Federal Court for the Northern District of Georgia. He was a staunch
républican,'lmt a Confederate soldier. The-follovying Superior Court
judges were appointed at this time: J. R. Parrott, Cherokes; C. W,
Dlv‘ Western; Garnett Andrews, Nortkern; Carlton B. Cole, Macon;

_J. R. Alexander, Southern, D. B. Harrell, Pataula; James M. Clark,

Southeastern; J. W. Greene, Flint; John D. Pope, Coweta; William
Gibson, Middle; P. B. Robinson, Ocmulgéde; Noel B. Knight, Blue
Ridge; William Schiey, Eastern; and John S. Bigby, Tallapoosa.

Hon..Henr'y P. Farrar was appointed attornéy-general.

These nominations, as then required by law, were confirmed by the
Senate. $ 2

At this *ssion of the Legislature, State House officers were elected |
as follows: David G. Cotting, secretary of state; N. L. Angier, state
treasurer; Madison Bell, comptroller-general; and Samuel Bard, state
printer. To succeed ,Maj. Campbell Wallace as superintendent
of the state road, Governor Bullock appointed his faithful ally,
Col. E. Hilbert, whose success-in handling the registration lists had
shown him to be a master craftsman. Before the scssion was half over,
the infamous Aaron Alpeoria Bradley, a state senator from the First
District, to avoid expulsion as a seducer, for which erime he had been

- convicted and sentenced in a northern state, resigned. Tle was succeeded

by the polished Rufus E. Lester, who later became president of the
Senate. ok

But the negro was still a disturbing factor. Ilis pm in the
General Assembly was a constant source of irritation to thewhite mem-
bers, including not a few republicans. Moreover, the right to vote and
to hold office was making the blacks increasingly arrogant and was

_hourly widening the breach between the races. Some time after the

organization of the*ITouse, two negroes, Isaac Reynolds and James Jack-
son, instigated by certain vindictive partisans, entered a contest for
seats occupied by Messrs, W. M. Tumlin and David Goff from the
County of Randolph. General Meade, in his order convening the
Legislature, had already declared these representatives duly elected
and they had duly qualified. On the 8th of August Mr. Tumlin, irri-
tated by these proceedings, introdu¢t.<a the House a resolution declar-
ing persons of color ine igible to seats in the General Assembly under
the state constitution of Gee#ia, ,On the same day Henry M. Turner,
of Bibb, introduced-a resolution ‘(feclaring Tumlin’s seat vacant. This
precipitated a figh which lasted for more than a month, finally ending
in a most dramatic climax—the expulsion of the blacks. Nor was it on
- .
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a strict partisan vote that this drastic action was taken, for the demo- ; " 4
crats were in a minority. The vote in the House stood efghty-two to ~ ‘ -
twenty-three and in the Senate twenty-four to eleven, Several republi- 4 ' ™~ \ £
cans voted with the democrats. This action unseated the negroes. The .o ; : . .
c:ndidntm]receiviugl t:e next highest vote in the recent election were . '
then seated, and included in this new contingent was 1 ~4 ) . )
Lawson. afterwards a member of Congn-sa.ge.-\u iml.llelo;lnv':lhv(;:lgutl?c; S L himariar * b
right of the negro to hold office under the laws of this state came before s §
the Supreme: Court from the Superior Court of Chatham, and #as CoNGRrESS REFUSES To SEAT THE NEW STATE DELEGATION FROM GEORGIA, :
decided in the negro’s favor, Brown and McCay affirming, “:amer dis- ON. MarcH 4, 1869—SENATORS-ELECT ALSO DEBARRED—GOVERNOR
senting.® But the expulsion of the negroes had already taken place i Buidack’ Goks ro: Wapnvorax. 7o Usge 2 Provisioiias, ,Govesy-
when this decision was rendered. At a convention of negroes.held in MENT—GENERAL TERRY Is Pracen ix CoMmano—Two Require-
Macon, over which Henry M. Turner presided, & protest was made mNTS Mape BY ConGress As CoNDITIONS PRECEDENT To READMIS-
against the expulsion of the blacks from the Stats Legislature ; hut this . \ sioN, To-wir:: A RECONVENING OF THE STATE L'GISL”URE‘.' ki
”.action was hardly needed to arouse the ever vi&ilant Reconstruction * ' THE EXPELLED Necroes RESEATED, AND A RATIFICATION OF.THE Fr¥-
’ *" Committee of Congress. Georgia’s pnm’ahment{v a8 aliegdy decreed. TEENPH AMENDMENT, CONFERRING SUFFRAGE UPON NEGROES, IN Ex-
r i ' presS TERMS—How THE LEGISLATURE WAS REORGANIZED—DRAMATIC
* White versus Clements, 1863. : SceNes—GovERNOR BuLLock’s Hign-uaNDED Reime Causes A Di-’
visioN IN His OWN{PARTY RANKS—STaTE ThEssurer N. L. ANcER ‘

T ' Exroses His IRREGULAR DEALINGS IN THE KiMsanL Opera House
i TrANSACTION—TH1s OrERA HOUSE APTERWARDS BECOMES THE STATE

CaPIroL—FRraUDS OF THE BULLOCK ADMINISTRATION—UNAUTHORIZED

AND RECKLESS ENDORSEMENT OF RAILROAD BONDS—SCANDALS IN THE

IsSUE OF STATE BONDS—AN APPALLING SUMMARY—GEORGIA AGAIN

» RECONSTRUCTED—SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES IN CoNGREss FI-

» " i NALLY SEATED, BUT UNDER THE Bunrock REeGIME GEORGIA STILL

. : BeArs A Cross OF AFFLICTION—THREE SEPARATE RECONSTRUCTIONS

; ' —Foster BropGerr Makes THE STATE Roap A PoriTican MACHINE—

ENTALS A LEGACY OF DEBT—ONE REDEEMING FEATURE OF THE BuL-
LOCK ADMINISTRATION—IT INAUGURATES A SysTeEM oF FRrEe SchooLs
< —THE State DeEMocratic CoNVENTION OF 1870—GEN. Avrrep H.
i Corquirt Its CusamrMaN—JUnGE LINTON STErHENs WriTes ITs REs-
oLuTION—BENJ. H. HiLL AcCEPTS RECONSTRUCTION AS AN ACCOM-

. - rLisnep Facr—His Artitupe Ungustry CrITICISED—NEW MEMBERS
g or CoxcressL-Con. A. T. MacInTyRe—GEN. D. M. Du —THE
¥ SenNaToriAL  EvecTioN—Taomas M. Norwoop—GEN. R E.

Lee's DEatin—His Last Visit.To Georeia—Tue NEw STATE LEGis-
LATURE OVERWHELMINGLY DEMOCRATIC—GOVERNOR BULLOCK READS
THE HAND-WRITING ON THE WALL—QUuITS THE STATE BETWEEN Two

‘ SuNs—BeNJAsIN (oNLEY BEcoMEes (GOVERNOR Ap INTERIM—AN
EvecTioN ForR GOVERNOR ORDERED—JAMES M. Syt ELECTED BY THE
UNTRAMELLED VOTE OF THE SOVEREIGN PEOFLE—LAST ACT IN THE
Tracic DraMA oF RECONSTRUCTION.

Construing the action of the State Legislature, in expelling the
blacks, as a violation of the reconstructi, acts, Congress on assembling,
- ) March 4, 1869, refused ¢o affow the senators and representatives elected
; from Georgia to be seated. Awgge have seen, Georgia’s two senators-
; i y 2 v i elect were: Hon. Joshua Hill and DFH. V. M. Miller. The new con-
- p ' , 5 gressional delegation ¢ cted in the fall of 1868 was as follows: Wm. W. P
y - 843
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Payne, Richard H. Whitgley, Marion Bethune, Jefferson F. Long,
Stephen A. Corker, Wm. P. Price and Gen. P. M. B. Young.- Only the
three last named were democrats. Meanwhile, the Supreme Court hav-
ing decided that negroes were entitled to-hold office, Georgia wis again
in the hands of the Reconstruction ommittee of Congress. Thaddeus
Stevens was dead.  But, under the leadership of Charles Sumner, of
Massachusetts, a resolution was passed putting Georgia for a third time
under military rule.. Governor Bullock himself went to Washington to

“urge the re-establishment of a provisional government. He wished to

&

reseat the negro and to purge Georgia of demoeracy under the test oath.
Henry M. Turner also went to ‘Washington at this time, to re-enforce
Governor Bullock. ¥

For some reason the Senate resolution intréduced by Mr. Sumner
did not become effective, but, under an act passed December 29, 1869,
Congress required ‘Governor Bullock to reconvends the Georgia Legis-
lature, with the expelled negroes reseated as members. As a condition
precedent to readmission it was also necessary % ratify the Fifteenth
Amendment to the Federal Constitution. At the same time, Gen. A. H.
Terry was ordered by General Sherman to take command of affairs in
Georgia. Ulysses S. Grant was at this time in the White House.

Dark clouds once more overhung the sky. On January 10, 1870, the
Legislature was resgpnvened by proclamation of Governor Bullock, but
the two houses were not permitted to organize themselves. J. G. W.
Mills was designated to organize the Senate and A. L. Harris to organize
the House. Some turbulent scenes were enacted. But such arbitrary

‘resort to external force in organizing a legislative body of freeman was

well caleulatad to provoke an indignant outburst. Five members were
removed by the military board, on application of the test oath, while
nineteen others either refused or failed to qualify. Benjamin Conley

avas re-elected president of the Senate and R. L. McWhorter speaker of

the House. The latter defeated J. E. Bryant, a candidate put forth by
the anti-Bullock faction.

All of the negro members expelled from the Legislature in 1868 were
at this time reseated. Thereupon the Fifteenth Amendment was duly
ratified. “To quote the exact language of this amendment to the Federal
Constitution, it forbade the denial or abridgement of political rights to
any citizen ‘‘on account of race, color, or previous condition of servi-
tude.”’

Governor Bullock’s high-handed course, in reorganizing the: State
Legislature caused a division in the ranks of his own party, with the
result that two of its censervative members, J. E. Bryant and J. H.
Caldwell, appeared before the Judiciary Committee of the United States
Senate, in complaint of Governor Bullock whose arbitrary conduct was
severely eritieised.

State Treasurer N. L. Angier also exhibited Roman courage at this
time in resisting Governor Bullock’s autocratic demands. Though of
the same, political party, he was not of the same school of ethics. - Nor
did he ﬁ\sntnte to lay before the General Assembly such facts as came

¥
i

mthm his knowledge’ concgrning a certain trapsaction between Gover- | |

nor Bullock and H.
vaneed to Mr. Iu_mbav for repairing the old opera house in Atlanta,

L

_ Kimball, in which the sum of $31,000 was-ad- &~

GEORGIA AND GEORGIANS . 845

afterwards used as a state capitol. In the opinion of Mr. Angier, this
repair work was an obligation assumed by the City of Atlanta, \\hm\
she madé*her offer to the state of g permanent site for the seat of gov-
ernment. . Governor Bullock sought to Jusuf;, himself on the ground
that it was necessary to make this advance in order to provide*accom-

modations for the General Ansembly by the time fixed for its asmnblmg §

in Atlanta. Says Colenel Avery:

““The resolution for the purcnase of the thmll opera house was
passed, August 19th, 1870; and approved, October 25th, 1870, and the
resolution for the purchase of the residence of John H. James, for an
Executive mansion, was approved October 27, 1870. The first resolution
accepted the proposition of the city of Atlanta to donate $1 30,000 of
its bonds, ten acres of unoccupied land, n\nd an Execuu\e mansion, free
of cost to the State for ten years, in lien of the existing contract. The
State was to buy thé State House from Mr. Kimball, the Goverm;r to
issue sévell per cent. bonds running 20'years, reserving enough bonds
to secure the $54,500 advanced to Kimball by Bullock. The resolution
does not mention the price to be paid by the State, but accepts Mr. Kim-
ball’s proposition, which ,was for $250,000 of Staté:bo,mls:

“‘ A committee reporting upon the matter stated that thc original hull
of the building cost the Opera House company that put it up, $83,000.
Kimball paid $32,000 for it, and expended #$182,167.56 upon it. Add
the $76,871 paid for heating, light ‘and furniture, and the whole cost to
Kimball was $291,038.56, of which Bullock illegally advanced him $54,-
500. Kimball received $130,000 of Atlanta city bonds, said to be worth
then $90,000, and $250,000 claimed worth only $225,000, nmkm.} an
actual cash value of $315,000, or a clear profit to Kimball of $23,96
at the depreciated price of the bonds. Estimating the bonds at thexr
face value his profit was $88,961.44.

. ““This whole State House matter has proven to he & source of mortifi-
cation and trouble. Every step was marked by wrong. Gov. Bullock
had, without authority, advanced $31,000 to Mr. Kimball in doing what
the city of Atlanta should have done. Though rebuked by the legisla-
tive committee and the House, Gov. Bullock repeated his unauthorized
act, and advanced $23,500 more to Kimball on the same account.. en
the sale was made there was a mortgage of $60,000 to the Nd@t@b
ern Life Insurance Company from Kimball, which was not paid, though
the titles were made, and the full amount of purchase bonds paid and

received. This mortgage the City council of Atlanta had to pay, and
now holds. The Mayor of Atlanta, Wm. Ezzard, gave a certificate that
$130,000 of the city bonds were due on the Opera House, the bonds to be
paid to the holder of the certificate. This certificate was untrue, in
fact, as by an arrangement with Mr. Kimball, only $100,000 of bonds

were to be paid. He had already received $30,000 of rent bonds, of .

which he had used $10,500, and at the purchase returned the balance,
$19,500. This cemﬁcate by written agreement, was turned over to
Gov. Bullock to hold until te $60,000 mortgage was paid. The mort-
gage was not paid and the bonds were used by Mr. Kimball against the
contract, and in neglect of the State’s iderest.”’

* ‘“History of Georgia,’’” p. 445-446.
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Thus an ugly scandal was unearthed. The matter was referred (0.a
committee of the Legislature, which in time reported a proposition: for
the City of Atlanta to pay $100,000 toward the purchase price of the
old opgra house and for the state to appropriate $200,000 in interest-
bearing 7 per cent bonds fer the balance, the Kimballs to refund the
£31,000 originally received, thus making the net cost to the State of
Georgia ?nl,v #169,000. But no action was taken.: The Legislature only
passed a resolution of censure, which did not deter Governor Bullock
from making a second advance to Mr. Kimball of $23,500. If these
transactions were not corrupt, they were certainly irregular. It appears
from the committee’s report that Mr. Kimball was permitted to borrow,

first and last, as much as $255,000 in the name and upon the credit of °

the state and to retain the money in his hands. Between Gevernor Bul-
lockdind State Treasurer Angier an open warfare continued for months,
to these transactions. Some of the caustie letters of Mr. Angier
were read in Congress; nor was this episode without its effect upon the
history of a troubled era. ®
Too numerous to be separately considered in this chapter were the
‘flagrant irregularities of the Bullock administration. It was reported
by¢the committee to which reference has already been made that Gov-
ernor Bullock kept a special account with the Georgia National Bank,
the amount of which at the time was $776.834: that in this account
both private and official money was mingled ; and that Bullock and Kim-
ball both were in the habit of diving into these funds. It was found
that fér executive orders and proclamations, published in forty-two
newspapers, Governor Bullock had paid the enormous sum of $143,397.
Quite o number of instances were cited to show that proclamations of
reward were followed by proclamations of pardon, often rglating to the
same criminal whose pardon followed the payment of the sum offered
for his'arrest.  Proclamations of reward were frequently published after
the ¢riminals were captured. Nearly $50,000 was spent by Governor
Bulloek in fees paid to lawyers, though his own attorney-general was
at his beck and eall. Tt was charged that some of the members of
Governor Bulloek's own political household were engaged in pardon
hrokerage, as a result of which over 566 persons received pardons, some
“of them corivicted of the most brutal murders. A
But Governor Bullock’s worst offense, perhaps, was found in the un-
authorized endorsement which he gave to railroad bonds. Strange to say,
most of these transactions relate to the roads of which Mr. H. I. Kimball’
was president. On the bonds of the Brunswick and Albany Rail-
roud alone endorsements were given to the amount of $5,210,000 and in
vaeh instance these endorsements were given in advance of work actually
done.  The law regulating state aid required the road to be completed
before endorsements could be given; but fractional endorsements were
allowwd as the work of building progressed, twenty miles at a time. Gov-
ernor Bullock ignored this wise limitation. Furthermore, he endorsed
the. bonds of gke Bainbridge, Cuthbert and Columbus Railroad, to the
amount of $600,000, before one mile of the road was constructed. The
Cherokee Railroad and the Carteérsville and Van Wert Railroad were
- hoth one and the same, hut‘Governor Bullock helped each of them as
if they wer independent, éntgrprises; accommodating Mr. Kimball when-

*
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ever he applied for the governor’s endorsement. In the matter of is-
suing state bo%d: Governor Bullock was equally reckless. To raise
$300,000 with- which to meet the expenses of the Legislature, he issued .
currency bonds«to the amount of $2,000,000, expecting to raise the
desired sum by hypothecation. To “quote Colonel Avery:® *‘Thes¢
bonds were issued undér the Act of August 27, 1870.  An act was passed
September 15, 1870, authorizing the issue of gold quarteqy bonds to take
up the currency bonds and for other purposes. Gov. Bullock issued
three millions of these bonds, largely in excess of any need. The gold
bonds were put out, but a million 2nd a half of the currency bonds were
left uncanceled. - Henry Clews had $800,000, and Russell Sage $530,000
of the dead currency securities. Mr. Kimball used $120,000 of them
to get a_loan ‘of $50,000 from the firm of J. B{)prman Johnston & Co.,
and $50,000 for a loan of $35,000 from the Fulton Bank of Brooklyn.
Both Mr. Clews and Russell Sage, though receiving, ample gold bonds
to secure them, 1¢fused to give up their currency bonds. The committee
says that it is forced to the conclusion that a portion of this money
.was raised for the private account of Mr. Kimball. & “

*“Of the three million gold bonds, $1,750,000 were placed with Clews;
$500,000 with Russell Sage to secure a loan of $375.000; $300,060 with
the Fourth National Bank; A. L. Whiton $100,000; $250,000 to H. I.
Kimball on the Opera House, and $100,000 to J. H. James for the Execu-
tive mansion. Mr. Clews presented his account. He sold $1,650,000
of gold bonds for $1,432,230.. He had claims against the State of $1.489.-

¥284.04, of which $41,061.78 was interest, and $92,995.30 commissions,
making the handsomie interest and commission account of $134,057.08
for handling less than a million and a half dollars, Of this account,
,$609,192.78 was paid en notes and drafts of Gov. Bullock and Foster
Blodgeft ‘in violation of law, and $377,000 was paid on account of the
State Road. The sum of $10,687 was paid by Clews to newspapers.
Add to the enormous commissions the loss of $211,500 upon the face
value of these bonds, and we see the State out $350,000 through Clews.

““Gov. Jenkins had negotiated three millions of bonds at a cost of
$1,110, and with an advertising bill of only $931, selling our securities
at ninety-five cents, When Gov. Jenkins did this, gold was $2 premium, =
while when Gov. Bullock was mismanaging our finances, it was $l'=“ :
premium. It would require a volume to-detail the particulars of the
mismanagement of Gov. Bullock’s financial administration.”

To summarize: the Bullock Legislature was in session for 328 days.
It cost the state in round numbers nearly $1,000,000. On its pay rolls
there were eighty-four employes. The per diem of members was raised
to $9.00. Payment was allowed to include the recess of twelve days.
But some of the democratic members refused to draw this money. The
expelled members were paid $28938, covering the full term for which
they were elected, in addition to which members holding their seats
also drew per diem. Theré was_also an oves .jod mileage account,
aggregating for one year neafly &5‘000. State aid was granted to
thirty-one railroads,t representing in th@ﬂmﬂlnt(- a liability of over

“ Avery's ‘‘ History of Georgin,” op. 447448,
‘'t Acts 1870, pp. 278-360. -
Vol. TI- 18
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£30,000,000 pledged to railroads, the total length ‘of whose mileage was
2,500 miles. Three new judicial circuits were Created: the Albany, the
Augusta, and the Allapaha; ® four new counties were added to thc-map:
Douglas, Dodge, Rockdale, McDuffee; t a public school system was or-
ganized,} and an act passed authorizing the lease of the Western and
Atlantic Railroad.*®  This last nafed measure was introduced by Dunlap
Seott. It provided for a twenty year lease of this property at a fixed
rental of #25,000 per month or §300,000 per annum. The act was
approved October 24,1870, Under the terms of this acf the road was
leasedito a company of which Ex-Gov. Joseph E. Brown was president,
Deceniber 27, 1870.  Bond was given hy the lessees for $8,000,000.
While the Bullock Legislature organized a public school system, it used
for other purposes the sum of $327,000, belonging to the school fund,
and left the support of the public schepls to Governor Smith’s adminis-
tration.  First and last, the Bullock Legislature cost Georgia a king's
ransom.  Its very name té®this dag is a synonym and a by-word for
corruption.  Operating expenses alone taken into account, it surpassed
all records.  To quote Colonel Avery:9  ‘‘Nine years of Demoecratie
Legislation, from 1853 to 1862, cost only $866,385, or less than this simgle
Radical 'Genéral Assembly.””

But reconstruction was in its last throes. The Bullock Legislature,
overwhelmingly republican, ratified the Fifteenth Amendment, thus
bringing the state once more en rapport with the congressional statutes
and making reconstruetion an accomplished fact. When Congress met
in December, 1870, the entire delegation elected to represent Georgia
in the House was seated. There were two sets of credentials presented
to the Senate, those by Mdssrs. Hill and Miller, elected in 1868, before
the unseating of the negroes and those presented by Messrs. Farrar
and Whitely, elected afterwards. But the seats were rightfully awarded
to the former. Hill was at once seated on taking the test oath, He had
given no aid to the Confederacy and had opposed secession. Doctor
Miller was not seated until his disabilitics were formally removed by
(“ongress, in February, 1871, on the eve of final adjournment. The state’s
congressional delegation chosen in the fall of 1868 was as foll %8 Wm.
W. Payne, R. H. Whitely, Marion Bethune, Jefferson F. Long, Stephen

"A. Corker, Wm. P. Price, and Gen. P. M. B. Young. Three of these

were sterling democrats; but all were seated early in 1871. To capitu-
late, Georgia had three times been reconstructed; and in this connec-
tion we quote the excellent summary made by Gove.nor Candler. Says
he: 5§

“The first reconstruction was that of President Andrew Johnson,
made as commander-in-chief of the United States, under the power
recognized by all nations of the victor to prescribe terms to the van-
quished. Under this reconstruction the.state was required to repudiate
her war debt and ratify the Thirteenth. Amendment to the Constitution

* Acts 1870, pp. 37-38.

t Acts 1870, pp. 13-21,

$ Acts’ 1870, pp. 49-60.

** Acts 1870, p, 423, s
¢ € Aver®'s *‘History of Georgia,’’ p. 444.
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of the United States. abolishing slavery. . She promptly, for the sike, ~
of peace, did both. S ¢

“She was again reconstructed uider the General Reconstrnction Act
of Mareh, 18G7. and was required to ratify the Fourtcenth ;\uu-ihln)ﬁn_-nﬁ‘/
conferring eivil rights on the negro. She first rejected it, but it was
afterwards ratified by the Bullock Legislature.

“*She was finally reconstructed-ygder the provisions of the Reorgani-
zation Act, which required her to r:z-m the negro members of the Legis-
Jature who had been ejected, and to ratify the Fifteenth Amendment,
conferring the elective franchise on negroes. ¢

“All of the reconstfuctions were under the direction and control
of a military commander, under whose orders the Provisional Govern-
ment and the Legislature were required to act.

“The first reconstruction,*inangurated by Lincoly and adopted by
Johnsor, was necessary and proper, and was the logical sequende of the
war between the states. The otler two were wicked and unnecessary,
and were required by the radicals for two purposes, to punish and’
humiliate the Southern people and toqrecruit the ranks of the Republican
party by enfranchising the recently emancipated slaves and thus enable
the party to perpetuate itself in power indeiinitely.”

Once more Georgia was a sovereign state in the American Union.
But lier State Government was still in the hands of the radicals. To
purse her legislative halls. to inatgurate a governor of her own choice,
and fo vest the law-making power in the hands of her own représenta-
tives, chosen without fear of the bayonet—these were tasks which still
remained to be accomplished. The Bullock Legislaure had been a
travesty upon the law-making power. It had inangurated an extrava-
gant system of state aid_to railroads, as the result of which money was
borrowed and honds of the state issued, fixing upon the state liabilities
to the extent of $30.000,000. Most of this was incurred by pledging the
state's credit to railroads, either in course of construction or in con-
templation. But before some of these lines were completed a new Leg-
islature was elected which repealed state aid in all cases where rights
had not become vested. Some of the bonds éndorsed by Governor Bul-
lock, in violation of law or without authority of lawsavere outlawed by
the state, but every dollar of hona fide linhilit.\',ﬂmt or vontingent,
was recognized and paid by the State of Georgia >

Foster Blodgett was a loyal friend to Governor Bullock, but a friend
whose demands were extortionate,  He worked for his share of the spoils.
To provide a herth for him, Govergor Bullock first dismissed from
office William W. Clayton, treasurer of the state road. after which
Colonel Hulbert, the road’s efficient superintendent was sacrificed.
Blodgett knew as much about practical raiiroading as he did about
astronomy, and though the staté road had heen a paying investment
ever ginee its restoration under Maj. Campbell Wallace, often paying
into the treasury as much ag 450,000 per annum, Foster Blodgett made
it a liability to*the state, whereas hitherto it had always been an asset.
Blodgeit succeeded figlonel Hulbert in office on January 1, 1870. His
administration ended with the calendar year, but during this short
length of “ime he achieved a record without parallel in the annalg.of
railroading. He ran the road purely as a partisan machine. The receipts

M
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during Blodgett’s administration aggregated 1,464,737, but of this
only $45,000 was paid into the treasury of the state. Colonel Hulbert
had turned over to him $109,131, showing the road's fine condition at
this time. But Blodgett represented to the Legislature that half a mil-
lion dollars was needed for repairs; and he left behind him a legacy
of debt, in the round sum of $600,000 which- the state afterwards paid.*
' But there was one redeeming feature of the Bullock administration.
It inaugurated a system of free schools for which provision was made
in the State Constitution of 1868 and in this way laid the'foundation: for
Georgia’s splendid present-day ’uystom of public instruction. Gen. J.
R. Lewis, an appointee of Governor Bullock, was Georgia's first state
school commissioner. :

On-August 17, 1870, Gen. Alfred I1 Colquitt was made the recipient
of & double honor, foreshadowing his future career of brilliant achieve-
ment in Georgia politics. He was chosen to preside over a state demo-
cratic convention in Macon, and on the same_day was made president
of the State Agricultural Society, an associationt famous for its leverage
n elevating public men to office in Georgia. Some of the prominent
men in attendance upon the state demoeratic convention were: Thomas
Hardeman, Wm. S. Holt, Augustus O. Bacon, Stephen A. Corker, Wm.
M. Browne, James S. Bognton, Cincinnatus Peeples, Rufus E. Lester,
John Collier, E. ¥, Hoge, Nelson Tift, Robert N. Ely, L. N. Trammell,
George T. Barnes. James R. Randall, Ambrose R. Wright, Willis A.
Hawkins, Linton' Stephens, Wm. M. Reese, Albert R. Lamar, James L.
Seward, Peterson Thweat, Julian Hartridge, and Alexander R. Lawton.
There were 300 delegates in attendance from 109 counties. It was a
strong body of men. Judge Linton Stephens wrote its resolutions,
pledging the demoeracy of Georgia to an uncompsomising stand for con-
stitutional government.  Benjamin H. Hill had ceased to hurl his thun-
derbolts against the radicals, since reconstruction had become an ac-
complished fact; and in consequence of his silence he suffered criticism
at the hands of many who had formerly been his ardent \political
admirers. But he was destined to emerge from this cloud and to rep-
resent Georgia ere long in the world’s greatest forum: the American
Senate. | .

Here, too, another Georgian who had tasted of the bitter herbs, who
had long endured ostracism and estrangement, was destined to be his
colleagne:  Joseph E. Brown. *

Mombers of Congress were elected this year as follows A, T.
MacIntyre, R. H. Whitely, Johm S. Bighy, Thomas J. Speer, Dudley
M. DuBose, Wm. P. Frice, and P. M. B. Young. Some of these were
republicans: but most of the congressmen-elect were demoerats. Thomas
J. Speer a republican, died during the session and Erasmus W. Beck,
a dewoerat, was elected to his vacant seat. Colonel MacIntyre and
General DuBose were both new members. Colonel Maclntyre was a
Seotchwan, and was the first democrat to be elected from his district
aftemthic war.  He had served in the state constitutional convention of
1865 and had been a strong supporter of President Johnson’s plan of
Reconstruction.  General DuBose was a son-in-law of Robert Toombs,

p ‘ A
T Avery’s  Higtory of Georgia,’’ p. 449.
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He had also been a Confederate brigadier-general. There were two
other demoerats in the delegation, Gen. P. M. B. Young and Col. Wm."R,
Price; bift these had served in the preceding Congress. When the new
State Legidlature met, Hon. Thomas M. Norwood, of Savannah,: was
chosen to succeed Dr. H. V. M. Miller in the United States Senate. Col-
onel Norwood was a man of scholarly attainments, & brilliant writer, -
especially in the vein of satire, and a most cul!{ed gentleman ; but he
possessed no personal magnetism, he lacked iniffative, and as a conse-
quence held the toga for only one term. " Chief-Justice Joseph E. Brown,
in the meantime, having resigned the judicial ermine to become president

. of the company leasing the Western & Atlantic Railroad, Governor

Bullock designated as his successor Hon. Osborne A. Lochrane, one of
the state’s most gifted sons, but a stromg supporter of the policies of
reconstruction. e O 3

Robert E. Lee, the illustrious conmmander of the Army of Northern
Virginia #nd one of the greatest soldiers of the age, dccording to the
unbigsed judgment of military erities, died at his home in Lexington,

Virginia, on October 12, 1870. Two days thereafter, the Georgia Legis- *

lature, then in session, adopted the following resolution:

“‘Robert E. Lee, is dead. The brightest of virtue’s stars has fallen;
the noblest of patriotism’s exemplars is gone; the peerless hero and the
guileless Christian sleeps with Washington; the Union has lost her most
gifted pupil and soldier ; the South her.most loved son and peerless chief;
mourning darkens/the whole land, and the heart of the South is in tears;
such a death, so great a loss, and so overwhelming a sorrow, stay the
hand of labor, and suspend the contests of the day: therefore—

‘1. Resolved, That the General Assembly will attend the citizens’
meeting of the city of Atlanta, to be held on Saturday morning next, to
give expression to the feeling of sorrow, which fills the public heart.

“2  Resolved, That a committee of two from the Senate and three
from the House he appointed to confer with the cammittee of arrange-
ments of said citizens’ meeting as to the participation of this General
Assémbly in the same.

3. Resolved, That the Senate and House adjourn tomorrow, each
House to adjourn to Monday morning.

« Approved October 14, 1870.” ﬁ

Only a few months before his death, General Lee, in the g of
1870, came to Georgia for a brief visit to the grave of his father, the
renowned ‘‘Light-Horse Harry’' Lee of the Revolution.® The latter
was buried at Duageness, on Cumberland Island, having died at this
place while visiting the’ family of his deceased comrade-in-arms, Cen.
Nathanael Greene.t In a letter, written from Savannah, on April 18,
1870, Robert E. Lee thus speaks of his filial pilgrimage to Dungeness:

““We visited Cumberland island where Alice decorated my father's
grave with beautiful fresh flowers. I presume it will be the last time I
shall be able to pdy it 'my tribute of respe~t. The cemetery is unharmed

¢ *The remains of"‘Ligi:t‘IIor:c Harry’' Lee were exhumed in 1914 and taken to
Lexington, Virginia, where they now ogipy urypt in the chapel of Washington Lee
University, beside the ashes of Robert E. Lee. ™%

{ Fitzhugh Lee's ‘‘Lif¢’ of General Lee,’” Gréat Commander Series, New York,
1899, p. 410. o
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and the grave in good condition, but the house at Dungeness has been
burned and the island devastated. 1 hope I am better.”’

But it was not to bg.  He resumed his arduous Jduties only to lay
them down in a few short weeks. The end came gently but suddenly—
alwost in a tlash. It was not disease in the ordinary sense that severed
the mysterious thread of life, but angaish of soul. Six months from
the date when the gbove letter was penned the renowned warrior fell
asleep at Lexington, bequeathing to his fellow-countrymen and to the
whole -Anglo-Saxon race, the untarnished sword, the matchless example,
and the immortal name of Robert E. Lee. i

On November 1, 1871, the newly elected State Legislature assembled

‘in Atlanta. Both houses were overwhelmingly democratie. a result which

had been foreshadowed in the fall .elections; and throughout the state
there was prgfound rejoicing.  The downfall of the radical regime in
Greorgia w hand. Hon, L. N, Trammell, of the Forty-third District,
was vlected, freésident of the Senate and Hon. James M. meth of Musco-
gee. speaker of the Tlouse. The State Senate at this time was a pMpetual
liody. half of its old membership holding over, while the other half was
newly elected. Prominent among the state senators were: Rufus E.
Lester, Johp €. Nichols, L C. Hoyle, Charles C. Kibbee, Thomas J. Sim-
mons, Wm. M. Reese, Wm. S. Erwin, George Hillyer, E. Steadman,
and dames R, Brown. The leadersan the ilouse were: Morgan Rawls,
Joseph B, Cumming, Claiborne Snead, Henry Jackson, E. F. Hoge, Joel

(', Fain, J. . Guerry, John 1. Hall, J. W. Renfree, John W. Wofford,

E. D. Graham,/R. W. Phillips, Wm. D. Anderson, R. L. MeWhorter,
(:.urg. F. Pieree, Jr., W. P. Johnson, Isaac Russell, Emanuel Heidt,

o d. Allred, and W, H. Payuie,

But Governoer Bullock was not on hand to greet the Ixm makers. . He
had read the handwriting on the wall. Impeachment loomed before him.
Exposure was imminent. How to escape the evil day was a qugstion
uppermost in the executive mind. There was only one safe course tp
adept: and just one ‘week in advance of the ominous day set for the
assembling of the State Legislature, Governor Bullock played his trump
card. On October 23; 1871, Georgia's chief-magistrate fled the state
between. two suns, quietly slipping his resignation into the hands of
Benjamin Conley, president of the Senate who, pending an election, be-
came governor ‘ad interim. . At a special election held on the third Tues-
day in December, Hon. James M. Smith, of Muscogee, then speaker of the
House, was elected, receiving 39,705 votes, with only a few scattering
hallots cast in opposition.®

When the Legislature re-convened after the Christmas holidays,
Speaker Smith transmitted his resignation to the governor; and Hon.
Joseph B. Cumming, of Richmond, formerly speaker pro tem., was elected
spreaker.  Georgia had called one of her most distinguished sons to the
governorship; and thus fell the curtain upon the last act in the tragic
drama of reconstruction.

Hmuc Journal, p. 25. w



