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THE LEGEND OF NACOOCHEE

Long before the Anglo-Saxon had made his first footprints on these
western shores; long before even the Genoese visionary had dreamed of
a new world beyond the columns of Hercules, there dwelt in this lovely
valley a young maiden of weonderful and almost celestial beauty. She
was the daughter of a chieftain—a princess. In dojgg homage to her,
the people of her tribe almost forgot the Grom* who made her
and endowed her with such strange beauty. Her nafe was Nacoochee—
““The Evening Star.”” A son of the chieftain of a neighboring and
hostile tribe saw the beautiful Nacoochee and loved her. He stole her
voung heart. ‘8he loved him with an intensity of passion such as only
the noblest g know. They met beneath the holy stars and sealed
their simple vows with kisses. In the valley, where, from the inter-
locked branches overhead, hung with festoons, in which the white flow-
ers of the climate and the purple blossoms of the magnificent wild
passion flower, mpingled with the dark foliage of the muyscadine, they
found a fitting place. The song of the mocking-bird and the murmur
of the Chattahoochee’s hurrying waters were.marriage hymn and an-
them to them. They vowed eternal love. They vowed-to live and die
with each other. Intelligence of these secret meetings reached the ear
of the old chief, Nacoochee’s father, and his anger was terrible. But
love for Laceola was stronger in the heart of Nacoochee than even rev-
erence for her father’s commands. One night gee maiden was missed
from her tent. The old chieftain commanded his warriors to pursue
the fugitive. They found her with Laceola, the son of a hated race.
o 611
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In m_.insmnt. an ﬁ)w was aimed at his breast. Nacoochee sprang
before him and received the barbed shaft in her own heart. Her
lover was stupefied. He made no resistance, and his blood mingled with
hers. The lovers were buried in the same grave and a lofty mound
was raised to mark the spot. Deep grie? seized the old chief and all
his people, and the valley was ever after called Nacoochee. “The mound
which marks the trysting-place and the grave of the maiden and her
betrotlied, surmounted by a solitary pine, are still to be seen, and form
some of the most interesting features of the lan i
vale.® .

1I
Tue LEGEND oF THE HIAWASSEE
Over a century ago, a bitt::r warfare d betw}een the Catawba

and Cherokee tribes of Indians. In one Of those frequent and bold
excursions common among the wild inhabitants of the forest, the son”

of the principal Cherokee chief surprised and captured a large town -

helonging fo the Catawba tribe,

Among the captives was the daughter of the ‘first chief of the
Catawbas, named Hiawassee, or *‘the beautiful fawn.”” A young hero
of the Cherokees, whose name was Nofley, which means ‘‘the daring
horseman,’’ instantly became captivated with the majestic beauty and
graceful manners of the royal captive; and was’ overwhelmed with
delight upon finding his 18%e reciprocated by the object of his heart’s
adoration. With two attendants, he presented himself before the Ca-
tawba warrior, who happened to be absent when his town was taken
by the Cherokees. To thig stern old chief he gave a brief statement
of recent oceurrences, and then besought his daughter in marriage.
The proud Catawba, lifting high his war-club, knitting his brow, and
curling his lips with scorn, declared that as the Catawbas drank the
waters of the East, and,the Cherokees the waters of the ‘West, when
this insolent and daring lad could find where these waters united, then

> and not till then ntight the hateful Cherokee mate with the daughter

of.tlu- great Catawba. Discouraged but mot despairing, Notley turned
away from the presence of the proud and unfeeling father of the
beautiful Hiawasgee, and resolved to search for a union of the eastern
with the western waters, whi¢h was then considered an . impossibility.
Ascending the pinnacle of the great chain of the Alleghanies, more
commonly called the Blue Ridge, which is known to divide the waters
of the Atlantic from those of the great West, and traversing its devi-
ous and winding courses, he could frequently fiad springs running
cach way, and having their source within a few paces of each other;
but this was not what he desired."
) ll)a_\- uf;cr day were gpent in the arduous search, and.there appeared
no hope that his energy and perseverance woul " ren
pe ce d br rew:udeg. But

——

unknown,

Ngoward a'small lake, the stream of which was rippling at his feet;

Reproduced from White's “@hﬁcﬂ Collections of Georgia.’’ Authoreifls.. o
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on a certain day, when he was well nigh exhausted with hunger and
other_privations, hé came to a-lovely sppt on the summit of the ridge,
affording a delightful plain. Here he resolved to-repose and refresh
‘himself during' the sultry portion of the day. Seating himself upon the
gxannd, and)thiukiug of Hiawasses, he saw three young fawns moying
4 d
-whilst they wﬁre/q}pping the pure drops from the transparent poé:xr
hero ‘found hiniself uncomseiously creeping toward them. Untaught
in the wiles of danger, the little fawns gave no indication whatever of
retiring. Notley had now approached so near, that he expectedin a
moment, by one leap, to seize and capture one, at least, of the spotted
prey; when, to Iris surprisé he saw another stream running out of the
beautiful }aké down the western side of the mountain.

Springing forward with the bound of a forest deer, and scresming
with frantic joy, he exclaimed, “Hiawassee! O Hiawassee! . I have found
it!” ‘

The romantic spot is within a few miles of Clayton. Having accom-
plished his object, ‘H?Mf&ufor the residence of Hiawassee’s Tather,
accompanied by only one warrior, and fortunately for the swccess of the
enterp‘rise, he met the beautiful maiden with some confidential attend-
ants half a mile from her father's house. She informed him that her
father was indignant at his proposals, that he would not rvegard his
promises. .

“I will fly away with you to the mountains,”’ said Hiawassee, ‘‘but
my father will never consent to our marridge.”’ Notley then pointed
her to a mountain in the distance, and said if he found her there, he
should drink of the waters that flowed from the beautiful lake. A few
moments afterward, Notley met the Catawba chief near the town, and
at once informed bim of his wonderful discovery, and offered to conduct
him to the place. The Catawba chief, half choked with rage, accused
Notley of the intention to deceive him, in order to get him near the line
of territory, where the army of the Cherokees was F’ting to kill him.

‘“‘But,”” said he, ‘‘since you have spared my dai so will I spare
you, and permit you at once to depart; but I have sworn that you shall
never marry my daughter, and I cannot be fglse to my oath.’”” Notley's
face brightened, for he remembered the old warrior’s promise. ‘‘Then,”
exclaimed he, #by the Great Spirit, she is mine!’’ and the next moment
he disappearéd in the thick forest. That night brought no sleep to the
Catawba chief, for Hiawassee did not return. Pursuit was made in
vain. He saw his daughter no more. .

Notley, bounding through the mountains, soon met his beloved Hia-
wassee. Solemnizing the marriage according to the customs of the wil-
derness, they led a retired life in those regions for thre¢ years, and
upon hearing of the death of his father, Notley settled in the charming
valley of the river on the western side of the mountain, and called it
Hiawassee, after his beautiful spouse. In process of time, he was unani-
mously chosen first chief of the Cherokees, and was the instrument of
making perpetual peace between his tribe and the Catawhas.*

. >

* Reproduced from White's ‘‘Historical Collections of Georgia.’’ Author
unknown. .
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Tue LEGEND or THE CHEROKEE Rose

) A

Once upon a time, a proud young chieftain of the Sé¢minoles was
taken prisoner by his enemies the Cherokees and doomtd to death by
torture ; but he fell so seriously ill, that it became necessary to wait for

his restoration to health before™committing him to the flames.

As he was lying, prostrated by disease, in the cabin of a Cherokee
warrior, the daughter of the latter, a dark-eyed maiden, became his
nursé” She rivalled in grace the bounding fawn, and the young war-
riors of her tribe said of her that the smile of the Great Spirit was
not more beautiful. Is it any wonder, then, though death stared the
young Seminole in the face, he should be happy in her presence?! Was

it any wonder that each should love the othert

Stern hatred of the Seminoles had stifled every kindly feeling in;the
hearts of the Cherokees, and they grimly awaited the,i?: when thelr

As t of her lover
and strength to his limbs, the dark-eyed maiden eagerly urged him to
makw his escape. How could she see him die? But he would not agree

enemy must die, As the color slowly returned to the chee

to seck safety in flight unless she went with him; he could better endure
death by torture than life without her.

She yielded to his pleading. At the midnight hour, silently they
slipped into the dim forest, guided by the pale light of the silvery stars.
Yet before they had gone far, impelled by soft regret at leavi £ her
home forever, she asked her lover’s permission to return for an instant
that she might bear away some memen So, retracing her footsteps,
she broke a sprig from the glossy-leafed vine which elimbed upon her
father’s cabin, and preserving it at her breast during her flight through
the wilderness, planted it at the door of her home in the land of the
Seminoles.

Here, its milk-white blossoms, with golden centers, often recalled her
childhood days in the far-away n?qunuuns of Georgia; and from that
time this beautiful flower has always been known, throughout the South-
ern States, as the Cherokee Rose.® -4

&

v
Tur Lsosxn oF Lover’s Leap

in the early purl of the nineteenth century the region watered by
the Lower Chattahoochee was inhabited by two powerful tribes of In-
diaws.  They were bitter and relentless rivals, though both belonged to
the Confederacy of Creeks, and besides being equally matched in num-
hers, they possessed alike proud namtes. There was not a tribe ir the
nation swhich dared to vaunt itself before a Cusseta or a Coweta.
It may have been a small matter from which the jealousy of ‘these

- ¥, ""', ) >
" Mitdh@ll: “Georgia Land and People,”’ pp, 11:12,

through the tangled underwood and the matted foliage of t
woods, that the Coweta had pressed the mnidi  to his heart in thos® lone
places, and that stmnge words and passionate were even now breathed

a
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"tribes originally sprung, but the nn) thing had been cherished-till, like &
serpent, each hmseg .at the sound of the oth er’s name. #The proud chief
ofithe Cussetas was now become an old man, ind much was he venerated
by tho nlhed at his batflecry. The poldest, heart in all his tribe
quailed | ngry e)j- and the proudﬁt' id him reverence. The
old man haa lived his™ own sons; one by one had the Great Spirit

called them. from their h ng. grounds and in the flush of their man-
hood had they gone\to the Spirit Land. *Yet he was not alone. The
youngest of his children, the dark-eyed Mohins
his bosom, and all his love for the beautif tife was bestowed upon

was still. sheltered in

her—ah, and rightly, too, for the young den rivaled in grace the
bounding fawn, and the young warriors 84 her that the smile of
the Great Spirit was nof so beautiful. e yet a child she was he-
trothed to the young Eagle of the Cowets e prom. scicn of their
warrior chief. But stern hatred had stifled y fcelmgs in the learts .
wf all save these two young creaturés, and pledged word was broken
when the smoke of the cdlumet was exti ed. Mohina no longer
dared to meet the young chief openly,ayd death faced them when they
sat in,a lone, wild trysting-place 'neath i arry blazonry of mid-
night’s dark robe. $till they were undat for pure love dwelt in
their hearts, and base fear- crouched low he 0 it, and went afar from
them to hide in grosser souls. Think not the boy-god changes his arrows )
when he seeks the heart of the Red Man rather with truer aim,

and finer point, does the winged thing speed from his bow, and deeply
the subtle poison sinks into the young heart, wi ile the dark ﬂu ek glows
with love’s proper hue. The deer bounded gladly by when the lovers
met, and felt he was free, while the bright-ey maiden leaned upon the

bosom of the young Eagle. Their youthful h s hoped in the future,
though all in vain, for the time served but to render more fierce that
hostile rivalry, more rank than deadly hatred, which existed between the

tribes. kamshes were frequent among the hunters, and open hostil-
ties secemed inevitable. And now it was told by some one who had p"-iml

1]

by him to her ear. Then the hunters of the Cussetas sprang from their
couches, and made earn s to the dark glgn With savage yell and
impetuous rush they ho n fore the lovers: They fled, and love and

terror added wings to thejr flight. For a while they distanced their
pursuers. But the strength of Mohina failed her in a perilous moment,
and had not the young Eagle snatched her to his fast-beating heart, the
raging enemy had made sure their fate. Hc ed onward up the nar-,

row defile before him. It led he forgot wlnﬂlgr In a few moments he
stood on the verge of a fearful height. Wildly the maiden clung to him,
and even then, in that strange moment of hldl' liil heart throbbed proud!y

beneath his burden. The bold future alone before him; there was
no return: Already the breath of one of pnmle{ﬂ, a hated rival,
came quick upon his cheek, and the glea tomahawk shone before
him. One moment he gazed on him, and tr}nlnph flashed in g eye of
the young chief, then without a shudder ?ang into the scething

waters below. Still the young maiden clun him, nor did the death
' A~ -

X 5
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struggle part them. The mad waves dashed fearfully over them, and
their loud wail was a fitting requiem to their departing spirits,

The hoiror-stricken warriors gazed wildly into the foaming torrent,
then dashed with reckless haste down the declivity to bear the sad tid
ings to the old chief. He heard their tale in silence, but sorrows were

on his spirit, and it was broken. Henceforth his seat was unfilled by the

council fire, and its red light gleamed fitfully upon his grave.®
4

v
Tue LEGEND OF SWEETWATER BraNcH

*Three miles from the quaint old Town of St. Mary’s, on the Georgia
cpast, the public road is crossed by a stream ealled Sweetwater Branch.
It threads the landscape like a skein of liquid silver, winding in and out
through the dense foliage, and in spite of the solemn mosses which bend

ver it on cither side, the little stream dances merrily among the ancient
live-oaks and sends, its laughter rippling through the gloomy depths of
the forest. The waters of this tiny streamlet are not only érystal-clear,
but pleasant to the taste—whence the name. In the olden time, when
the red men still roamed the wilderness in this vicinity it is told that
old Withlacoochee, an aged chieftain, was one day seated beside the
road vainly trying to extract a thorn from his foot. Pretty .\hfy Jones,
a belle of the white settlement and a maiden whose bright eyes and quick
sympathies were well matched, chanced to be coming®along the road
just at this moment, and seeing the old warrior’s predicament, volun-
teoml‘hvr assistance, with the result that the ugly thorn was soon ex-
todeted.

Full of gratitude, the old Indian told the girl that if'she ever needed
help she must be sure to let him know. Shortly after this pleasant inter-
view, a United States recruiting vessel appeared iit the harbor and began
to solicit young men to enlist in the navy. She bore the somewhat jocular
name of the Smashing Nancy, but the trim uniforms of the marines and
the splendid appointments of the vessel constituted an appeal which the
young men of the town cﬂuld not resist. Among the number who felt
the magie spell and who hastened to enlist in the crew of the vessel was
Ben Johnson, a youth to whom Mary Jones was betrothed. When poor
Mary learned the sad news her heart was broken. She dreaded the un-
certainties of tl - long cruise and expected never to see her lover again.

) Half-distracted she was walking along+the same road, loudly weep-
ing and bewailing her fate, when she was espied by Withlacoochee, who
q‘."“kl"' approached her and, in kind_tones, inquired the cause of her
dls‘trn-m. Between violent sobs, the poor girl told her story. The old
c?mxf smiled, but there was no derision in the playful gleam of the war-
rior’s eye. ““You were good to Withlacoochee,’” said, the old chief, ‘‘and
now Withlacoochee will be good to you;’’ and so saying he gathered a

*John . Martin’s ‘History of Columbus,”’ with nll;ht alterations in the first
paragraph to make it confofm to the historical facts, i

oy

-
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handful of red berries and green leaves and scattered them on the water
of Sweetwater Branch. ‘‘Now see,’’ he resumed, ‘‘Withlacoochee huyy

cast a spell on theee waters, and yhvever shall drink of thém shall surely
return. Bring yﬁxl%:iheie and make him drink.”” Inspired with
broug

new hope, Mary Ben to the stregm and he drank. He went
away on the gruise, but the rought kim back; and he and faithful

Mary were happily wedded.® - " -

VI
YAHULA »

Years ago, before the Revolution, Yahula Was a prosperous stock
trader among tife Cherokees, and the tinkling of the bells, hung around
the necks of his ponies, could be heard on évery mountain“prail. Once

there was a great hunt, and all the warriors were -ontybut when it was

_over.and they weré ready to return to the settlement,-Yahula was not
“ with them. They waited and searched, but he could not be found, and

at last they went back without him, and his friends grieved for him as
for one dead.

Some time after, his people were surprised and delighted to have
him walk in among them and sit down as they were at supper in the
evening. To the questions-which were asked him, Yahula replied that
he had been lost in the mountains, and that the Nunnehi or Immortals,
had taken him to the town in which they dwelt, and here he had been
kept ever since,'with the kindest care and treatment, until the longing
to see his old friends had brought him back. Importuned to join them
at supper, he said that it was now too late—he had tasted the fairy food
and could never again eat with human kind, and for the same reason he
could not stay with his family, hut must go back to the Nunnehi. . His
wife and children and brother begged him to stay, but he said that he
could not; it was either life with the Immortals or death with his own
people, and he thereupon arose to go. They saw him as he sat talking
to them and as he stood up, but the moment he stepped from the door-
way he vanished as if he had never been. 5

After this strange occurrence, he came c often to visit his people.
They would sec him first as he entered the door, and as he sat and talked
he was quite himself in every way, but the instant he stepped across the
threshold he was gone, though a hundred eyes might be watching. Ile
came often, but at last the entreities for him te remain at home became
so urgent that the Nunnehi must have been offended, for he came no
more. On the mountain at the head of the creck, about ten miles ahove
the present Town of Dahlonega, is a small square enclosure of uncut
stone, without roof or entrance; Here it was said that he lived. so the
Cherokees called-it the Place of Yahula, and they also gave his name
to the stream. Often at night a belated traveler, coming along the trail

* Mr. J. T. Vocele, of St. Mary’s, Georgia, furnished the substance of this legend
in a letter to the author.
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by the creck; would hear the voice of Yahula, singing certain favorite
old songs which he used to sing as he drove his pack of horses across the
mountains, the sound of & voice urging them on, and the crack of a whip
and the tinkling of bells went with the song, but neither driver nor
horses could be seen, although the sounds passed close by. The songs
and the bells were heard only at night.

There was one man, a friend of Yahula’s, who sang the same songs
for a time after Yahula had disappeared, but he died qnddenly’. and then
the Cherokees were afraid to sing these songs any more until it was so
long sinee any one heard the sounds on the mountain that they thought
Yahula must have gone away, perhaps to the West, where others of the
tribe had already gone. Tt is so long ago now that even the stone house
may have been destroyed by this time, but more than one old man’s
father saw it and heard the songs and the bells a hundred years ago.
When the Cherokees went from Georgia to Indian Territor;' in 1838
some of them said, **Maybe Yahula has gone there and we shall hear
him,""Dut they have never heard him again.® " !

&

VII
TrE UsTuTLI

There was once a great serpent called the Ustutli, that made its haunt
upon Cohutta Mountain. It did not glide like other snakes but had
feet nt_oan-h end-of its body, and moved by strides or jerks, like a great
measuring worm; hence the name, which means *‘foot snake.”” The feet
were three-cornered and flat and eould hold on to the ground like suck-
ers. It had no legs, but would raise itself up on its hind feet, with its
snaky head waving high, in the air until it found a good place to-take a
fresh hold; then it would bend down and grip its front feet to the
ground while it drew-its body up from behind. It could cross rivers and
deep ravines by throwing its head across and getting a grip with its front

feet and then swinging its body over. Wherever its fodtprints were -

found there was danger. Tt used to bleat like a young fawn, and when
the hunter heard a fawn bleatyitt the woods he never looked for it, but
hurried away in the other direction. «Up the mountain or down, nothing
could escape the Ustutli’s pursuit, but along the side of the ridge it
could not go, because the great weight of its swiriging head broke its
hold on the ground when it moved sideways,

Finally it came to pass that not a hunter about Cohutta would ven-
ture near the mountain for dread of Ustutli. At last a man from one of
the northern settlements came down to visit some relatives in the neigh-
borhood. When he arrived they made a feast for him, but had only
eorn and lwm.ns. and excnsed themselves for having no meat because the
hunters were afraid to go into the mountains. He asked the reason, and
when they told him he said he would go himself tomorfow and either
e Yahoola Creck, which flows by Dahlonega, in I kin County, was ecalled
Yahulai, by the Cherokees, or ‘‘Plagee of Yahula.’' James ‘Hotmg in “'Hyﬂu of the

Cherokees,'” House Documents, Vék‘ﬁ 18, )

TR
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bring home a deer or find the Ustutli. They tried to dissuade him from
it, but as he insisted upon going they warned him that if he heard a fawn
bleat in the thicket he must run at’once,-and if the snake ran gfter him

_he must not try to rub{wn,the m{_t_xétain,'but along the side of the

ridge. ‘
In the morni.ng' he su.rt;} u{t_&_mfwent‘di*cdy toward the mouu-
tain. Working his way through the bushes at the base, he suddenly .
heard a fawn bleat in front. He guessed at oncéithat it was the Ustutli,
but ke had made up his mind to see it, so e did not. turn back, but went
s&ight forward, dnd there, sure enough, was the monster, with its great
head in the air, as high as the pine branches, looking in every direction
to discover a deer, ormaybe & man, for Breakfast. It saw him and made
for him at once, moving in jerky strides, every one the length ‘of a tree
trunk, holding its head high above toe bushes and bleating as it came.
The hunter was so badly frightened that he lost his wits entirely and
started to run directly up the mountain. The great snake came after
him, gaining half its"length or him every time it took a fresh grip with
‘its fore feet, and would have caught the hunter: bchte/‘hi%d the
top of the ridge, but that he suddenly remembered the ning and
changed his course to run along the side of the mountain. At once the
m&e began to lose ground, for every timg it raised itself up the weight
*of its body threw it out of a straight line and niade it fall a little lower
down the side of the ridge. It tried to recover itself, but now the hunter
gained and kept on until he turned the end of the ridge and left the
snake out of sight. Then he cautiously climbed to the top and looked
over and saw the Ustutli still slowly working its way toward the summit.
He went down to the base of the mountain, opened his fire pouch,

" and set fire to the grass and leaves. Soon the fire ran all around the

mountsain and begnn'w climb upward. When the great snake smelled
the smoke and saw the flames coming it forgot all about the hunter
and turned in full speed toward a high cliff near the summit. It
reached the rock and stood upon it, but the fire followed and caught
the dead pines above the base of the cliff until the heat made the Ustutli’s.
scales érack. Taking a close grip of the rock with its hind feet it raised
its body and put forth all its strength in an effort to spring across the
wall of fire that surrounded it, but the smoke choked it and its hold
loosened and it fell.:among the blazing pine trunks and lay there until
it was burned to ashes.® -

VIII

AGAN-UNITSI’S SEARCH FOR THE UKTENA

Once upon a time, the Cherokees, in battle with the Shawano In-
dians, who were famous for magie, captured a great medicine man whose
name was Agan-unitsi. On being'tied ready for the torture, he begged
for his life, and engaged, if spared, to find for them the famous wonder-

* Jan.es Mooney, in ‘‘Myths of the Cherokee,’’ House Documents, Vol. 118,

o
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worker, the Ulunsuti. Now this was an object greatly to be desired,
but the quest was fraught with the most deadly peril. The prize in
question was a blazing star set in the forehead of the great Uktena ser-
pent, and the medicine man who could possess it might do marvélous -
things, but every one knew that it was almost certain death to meet thé*

Uktena. They warned him of all this, but he only answered that he, v

was not afraid, for his medicine was strong. So they gave him his
life on condition that he find the coveted charm,\s{nd he bégan the search.
The Uktena used to lie in wait in lonely places to surprise its vie-
tims, and especially haunted the dark passes of the Great Smoky Moun-
tains. Knowing this, the magician went first to a gap in the range on
the far northern borders of the Cherokee country; and here he searched-
until he found a monster black snake, larger than any one had ever be-
fore seen, but it was not what he wanted, and he only laughed at it as
something too small to be noticed. Coming southward to the next gap
h'v found there a great moccasin snake, the largest ever seen, but when
fite people wondered he said it was nothing, In the next gap he found
an immense green snake and called the people to see ‘‘the pretty sali- &
Sawayi,”” but when they found an immense green snake coiled up in
the path they ran away in fear. Coming to Bald Mountain, he found
there a great lizard, basking in the sun; but although it was large and
terrifying to look at, it was not what he wanted, and he passed on.
Gioing still further south to Walasiyi, he found a great frog squatting
in the gap, but when the people who came to see it were frightened like
the others and ran away from the monster, he mocked at them for
being afraid of a frog and went on to the Gap of the Forked Antler
and to the enchanted lake of Atagahi. At each placeghe found mon-
strous reptiles, but he said they were nothing. He thought the Uktena
might be in hiding in deep water at the Leech place, on Hiawassee, where
other strange things had been seen before, and going there he dived far
down under the surface. He saw turtles and water shakes, and two
immense sun perches rushed at him and retreated again, but there was
nothing more. Still going southward, he continuéd to try other places,
and at Jast on Guhuti Mountain he found the Uktena asleep.
Turning without noise, he ran swiftly down the mountainside as far
s he conld go with one long breath, nearly to the bottom of the slope.
There hie stopped and pitd{ up a great cirele of pine cones, and inside
of it he dug a deep trench. Then he set fire to the cones and came
back again up the mountain. -The Uktena was still asleep, and, putting
an arrow to his bow, Agan-unitsi shot and sent the arrow- through its
heart, which wa& under the seventh spot from the serpent’s head. The
great snake arose and, with the diamond .in front flashing fire, came
straight at its enemy, but the magician, turning quickly, ran at full
speed down the mountain, cleared the cirele of fire and the trench at
one hound, and lay down on the ground inside. The Uktena tried to
follow, but the arrow was through its heart, and in another moment it
rolled over in the death struggle, spitting poison over all the mountain.
si.do. But the poison drops could not cross the cirdle of fire, but only
hissed and sputtered in the blaze, and the magician on the inside was
untouched except hy one small drop which struck upon his head as he
lay close to the ground;but he did not know it The blood, too, as
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poisonous as the froth, poured from the Uktena's wound and down
the slope in a dark stream,-but it ran into the trench and left him
unharmed. The dying monster rolléd over and over down the mouns
tain, breaking do ¢ treeg ifi its path, until it reached the bottom.
* Then Agan-unifsi calledhevery bird in all the woods to come to the feast,
and so many came that.witen thef were dohe not even the bones were

left. - X \ N
After seven days he went by night to th spot. The body and the
bones of the snake were gone, all eateh by the birds, but he saw a bright
* light shining in the darkness, and going over to it he found, resting on
a low-hanging branch, where a raven had dropped it, the diamond from -
the head of the Uktena.* He wrapped it up carefully and, took it with
him to the Cherokees, among whom he became the greatest medicine
man in the whole tribe. Where the blood of the Uktena bad filled the
trench, theré was afterwards formed a lake, the water of which was-
black, and here the women came to dye the cane splits which were used

in making baskéts.®
» : g : ”-"‘\Iﬁ ‘

e : v X
Tae ENCHANTED MOUNTAIN

Ten miles north of the Blue Ridge chain, of which }?\forms a spur,
is the Enchanted Mountain, so called from the great number of tracks
or impressions of the feet and hands of various animals to be found
in the rocks. The main chain of mountains is about fifteen miles broad,
forming the great natural barrier between the eastern and western
waters, and the average eleyation is about 4,000 reet above the Atlantic
level. The number of well-defined tracks is 136, some of them quite
natural and perfect, others rather rude imitations, and all of them,
from the effects of time, have become more or less obliterated. They
include the outlines of human feet, ranging from those of the infant,
some four inches in length, to those of the great warrior, the latter meas-
uring 1714 inches in length and 734 in breadth across the toes. And,
rather strange to say, all the human feet a ‘ectly normal except this
large one, on which there are six toes, the owner to have been
a descendant of Titan. There are twenty of these human impres:
sions, all bare save one, which presents the appearance of having been
made by moccasins. A fine-turned hand, rather delicate, may be traced
in the rocks near the foot of the great warrior. Tt was no doubt made
by his faithful squaw, who accompanied himi on all his excursions,
sharing his toils and soothing his cares. Many horse tracks are also to
be seen. One seems to have been shod. Some are quite small, yet one
measures 1215x91% inches. This, the Indians say, was the great war
horse which was ridden by the chieftain. The tracks of numerous tur-
keys, turtles, and terrapins are likewise to be seen. And there is also a
large bear’s paw, a snake, and two deer.

—_—
* James Mooney, in ‘‘Myths of the Cherokee,”’ House Documents, Vol. 118.
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The Indian traditions respecting these singular impressions are some-
what variant. One asserts that the world was once deluged by water,
and all forms of life were destroyed, with the exception of one funily'
together with various animals necessary to replenish the earth: that the'
great. canoe once rested upon this spot; and that here >the wh,ole troop
of animals was disembarked, leaving the impressions as they passed over
the rocks, which, being softened by long submersion, kindly received
and retained them. Others believe that a very sanguinary conflict

,took place here at a very remote period, between the Creeks m;l
Cherokees, and that these images or hieroglyphics were made to com-
memorate the fierce encounter. They say that it always raing wher
one visits the spot, as if sympathetic nature wept at the recollection of
the sad catastrophe, which they were intended to commemorate, = Ac-
cording to a later tradition, it is the sanctuary of the Great Spirit, who
18 50 provoked by the presumption of man in attempting to approac,h the

\ H.lrome of Divine Majesty that he commands the elements to proclaim
his power and indignation by awful thunderings and lightnings, accom-
panied by down-pours of rain, so that his subjects might be kep; in awe
&f him ana constrained to venerate his attributes,

On the* morning of the 3d of September, 1834, our party left the
Nacoochee Valley, for the purpose of verifying these traditions, which
for the last half century have created so much curious intemt’ in the
minds of speculative philosophers.

At 6 o’clock we arrived at the summit of the mountain. As we ap-
proached it, the heavens, which, for several days and nights preéeding
had worn a brightened countenance, began to scowl and threaten: we
advanced in haste to the foot of the rock and spread out our brea.k'fm
on t.he ‘“table of stone,”’ poured out a libation to appease the wrilth of
Jupiter, drank a few appropriate sentiments, and then, with chisel and
hammer, commenced the resurrection of one of the tracks, Though I
claim to poss¢ss as little superstition as any one, I could not suppress a
strung.e sensation of wonder, in fact, almost a conviction that here a
sanguinary and long-contested battle had at one time been fought, for.
around us were piled huge heaps of loose rock, seemingly it veneration
for tl.le heroic dead. The tradition being so completely fulﬁlfed, rather
fxstomnhcd me; for no sooner did we arrive on consecrated ground than
it hfga!.l to threaten rain, and the first stroke of the hammer in the
sacrilegious act of raising the track di a human being evoked a loud peal
of thunder; the clouds continued to thicken and condense, attended by
the most vivid flashes of lightning; and soon a deluge of rain was precipi-
tated upon our offending heads. I continued, however, to labor inces-
santly, u.nul I succeeded ia disintegrating " the impression of a youth’s
foot, which T carefully wrapped up and then sounded a retreat, still
however, looking back toward the sepulchres of the slain, in momentnry,
expectation of seeing a legion of exasperated ghosts issning forth to take
vengeance on the infidel who would presume to disturb the sacred relics
of the dead. As soon as we passed the confines of the mountain the rain -
(-vnsw.l. the sun ‘broke out, and all nature resumed her eheerfl;l aspect.
At mg.ht we encamped upon the summit of the Blue Ridge, and afte;
partaking of refreshments we retired to rest. '

The rock upon which these 1m1§r§uionn were found is an, imperfect
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sort of soapstone, which more than any other circumstance, induced us
to believe that it was & production of art. After excessive fatigue and
no little danger, we were now ready to return home, but before descend-
ing the long slope we paused*tp feast our efraptured eyes upon one of
the most- magnificent panoramas™to be found on the North American
continent. To the north and ::,‘%qe aftes’ range o‘lofty mountains
rise by regular graduatiens, one above another, until’ they .are lost in
the azure mists. On the east is Tray, peering above thejclonds, and giv-
ing rise to several mighty rivers, while southward, in the tﬁét_{mce, rising -
proudly’re-eminent above the surrounding battlements, is the majestic
figure of Old Yonah.* .

< X
Tre Burxt VILLAGE: A TaLE OF THE INDIAN WaRs

The: Burnt Village lies six or'eight miies west of LaGra;ge,
County of Troup, on the west bank of the Chattahoochee River, where

" the grent\Wehaqh. Creek empties its limpid swaters into the tawny

stream. Previous ‘o the year 1793, it was the great central point of the
Muscogee Nation, the crossing-place of all the trading and marauding
parties west of the Chattahoochee, where the untamed savages planned
those ndeturnal attacks upon the helpless and unprotected dwellers on the
outskirts of the white settlements, by “which consternation and dismay
were spread throughout the land. On account of the sparse population
of the country, at this time, the settlers, for mutual protection, were
forced to concentrate in forts, hastily improvised upon the borders. It
was the place where many a scalp, perchance of some bright-eyed ycath
or maiden, had been the cause of deep savage exultation, as the warrior
in triumph would exhibit the blood-stained trophies and describe to the
half-astonished women and children of the forest the dying shricks and
sereams of the slaughtered victims.

It was after one of these predatory excursions of the Creek Indians
into the settlements of the whites—and the ashes of many a building
served to mark the path of desolation—that other plans of murder and
plunder had been arranged, for the warriors of the DWM assembled
at the little town of which we are speaking, to the mumber of several
hundred ,to celebrate the Green Corn Dance, which was a custom among
them, and to take the Black Drink, an ablution deemed necessary to
reconcile the Great Spirit to the enterprise in which they were about
to engage. s

But there was an irony of fate in these grim orgies. For, even while
the conspirators were preparing themselves for the expected feast of
crime,’a few hundred men, under .the command of Colonel M. and Major
Adams, who had volunteered and resolved to strike a blow at the heart
«” the nation, arrived within a few miles of the river, and they were

* Doctor Stevenson, of Dahlonega. Reproduced, with slight variations, from an

_¢old serap-book.
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only waiting for the sun to sink, before .crouing the Chattahoochee.
Night came, and they were still halted in silence on the bank of the
river opposite the Indian town. All was hushed and still as death; not

4 sound was heard, save the savage yell and war-whoop of the Indian,
with ovcasionally a monotonous war-song, bursting forth amid the reva

elry, in which-all ages and sexes seemed to join. The moon had com-
menced to shid a dim light through the overhanging clouds, and the’
water, breaking over the rocks, had the appearance of the ghosts of
the murdered whites, entreating their brethren ipon the bank to take
signal vengeance, or else admonishing them of great daager; and many
were those who heard strange sounds in the air—deep mournings and
sereams of **Beware.”” But there was among:t them one who was unap-
palivd. The night was far spent, and the noise from the other bank had
ceased—the voice of the wearied Indian was hushed and still—all had
sunk to rest, or the little army had been discovered. It was a solemn
pause. But time was precious, and the blow must be struck, or all was
1%t : :

Some one suggested to the officers that they ‘cross the river and ascer- Y

®ain the situation of the Indians, so as to be able to lead the little band
to certain triumph.  Colonel M. declined the hazardous enterprise.
Major Adams resolied to go. e sought a companion for the perilous
passage across the stream; but he had nearly despaired of finding one
who would volunteer to share his dangers, when a rather small and
somewhat feeble man, whose name was Hill, advanced from the ranks
and proposed to accompany him on the trip. The two men set out
together; but the force of the current soon overpowered the brave Hill,
and swept him down the stream. Major Adams spragg to his relief,
and at the imminent hazard of his own life, rescued his friend from
a watery grave; with his athletic arm he buffeted the rapid current,

bore the exhausted Hiil to the bank which they had left. He then
set out alone. The ford which he had to cross was narrow and diffieult.
Moreover, it lay over rocks and shoals, sometimes knee-deep, then up to
the neck. Near the middle of the stream was an jsland, and the trunks
and limbs of old trees which had drifted upon the igland seemed, by the
dim light of the moon shining through clouds, to be'so many savages
ready to pounce upon him; but with a firm step Major Adams pro-
cecded, and soon reached $He bank in safety.

"The town was situated on the edge of the river swamp, about 300
yards from the water, and so numerous and intricate were the paths
leading in every direction from the ford into the swamp, and the dark-
ness produced by the thick underbrush was so great, that when he
reached the hill or dry land, he discovered by the fire, around which
the Indians had held their revels, shooting up occasionally a meteoric
blaze, that he was far below the. point at which he aimed. Bending his
course cautiously along the margin of*the swamp, he soon reached the
border of the town; an Indian dog seemed to be the only sentinel; and
after a few half growls and barkings, as though he had but dreamed,
sunk away into perfect quiet. In a few moments hé was in the center
of the town. Besides those in the cabins, there lay stretched upon the
ground in every direction, hundreds of warriors, with rifles and toma-
hawks in hand; the eart)}_ swas literally covered with them.
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Major Adams examined the fastenings of the cabin doors by running
his hands through the cracks and feeling the log of wood or the peg by
which they were secured. He wag- -convinced that no algrm had bees’
given, and that the Indisns dxd not suspect an enemy to be so near.
A huge savage, close to.whom he was passing, raised himself upon his
elbow, grasped his rifle, mg_‘lho‘ed aroufd, as though he heard, or
dreamed he heard, strange footsteps. MaJor Adams, perceiving him stir,
threw himself down amidst a gmul&of sno‘lmg Indians, .and the war-
rior, observing nothing unusual, condluded he'had dreamed, and again

" sunk into the arms of sleep. Our hero proceeded cautiously, examining

with a military eye every point of attack and defense, arrangcd his plans,’
and prepared to return to the anxious army on the other side of the
river. His exertion in crossing the str_eam had been great. e was
fatigued and, perceiving an Indian peny tied to a sapling, he believed
that the little animal would pursue the ford to which he was niost ac-
customed—perhsps show him one less difficult to cross.  So he resolved
to ride it over the river. He did not observe the Q{i}cﬁuﬂp g dbout
the animal’s neck; and, frightened at his approacf: it spApped the rope
of bark by which it was fastened, and scampered off through the town,

O with a lmndred dogs at its heels, whese bark, together with the tinkling

of thé bell, produced a frightful noise through the wilderness. Major
Adams sprang into the river; but missed his path, and found himself

surrounded by the briars and thick undergrowth of the river swamp. -

The Indians passed within a few paces of the place where he stood, half
suspended by the briars, in mid-air, and returning from their fruitless
search, he thought he heard them speak of strange sights and sounds,
such as were tolgd in Rome of the fall of Great Caesar. They returned,
and again slept.

Major Adams proceeded in a direct line to the river, glided into the
stream, and swam quietly and safely to the other bank. He told what
he had seen, and stated his plan of attack. The little army listened,
amazed and delighted at its gallant leader; each individual felt that the
danger to which he exposed himself was incurred for them, and, with
one voice, when orders were given to march, declared that they would
be led by no other commander than the intrepid Adams. Comprehend-
ing the situation, Colonel M. was forced ._ They were led across
by Major Adams, and it is needless to say that he led them to viciory,
without the loss of a man.

Secarcely a warrior escaped. The town was burned; but as far as
possible the women and children of the savages were saved. Posts may
vet be seen standing in the midst of the saplings which have sprung
up where the town was burned, but these are the only memorials which
are left to tell the traveler where once stood the Burnt Village of the
Muscogees.®

.

* Reproduced, with slight variations, from White’s ‘‘Historical Collections of
Georgia.”” The story originally appeared in an old newspaper.
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XI
Tue ENCHANTED ISLAND

Many moons ago there dwelt on an island in the great Okefinokee
Swamp a race of Indians, whose women were incomparably beautiful.:
Neither anfong the daughters of the brave Creeks, who occupicd the
lowlands, nor among the dark-eyed maidens of the stalwart Cherokees,
whose towns were scattered over the far mountains to the north, could
there be found a damsel to match in loveliness of person these angelic
beings, who were not formed of common clay, like other mortals, but
were born of the great orb of day, from which circumstance, as well as
because of the radiant beams of light which they seemed everywhere
0 diffuse, they were called Daughters of the Sun.

. The island on which they dwelt in the deep recesses of the swamp was
indeed a fragment of the Lost Paradise. It was embowered by the x;xost
“delightful foliage, which, throughout the whole year, remained per-
ennially green. This was because, on every‘ side, it was well protected
& by the dense everglades. There were sparkling streams of the most
transparent crystal, there were fruits the like of which grew nowlere
clse, and there wére flowers of such an exquisite hue and fragrance that
they secemed to have dropped from heaven. But words ean give no hint
or Suggestion of the beauty which belonged to this rare bower. The task
must be left to the imagination.

On one occasion some hunters, in pursuit of game, found themselves
hopelessly entangled in the deep labyrinths of the great swamp. They
wandered for hours through the bogs and marshes, figding no means of

~egress, when finally, on the verge of despair, they beheld through an
open vista the most inviting of visions—an island, whose soft fringes of
emerald, contrasting with the coarse underbrush about them, beckoned
the hunters to approach. Revived by the prospect, they pressed eagerly
furwurd. There was no longer any sense of fatigue. They were now
invigorated in every limb, whereas a moment ago they were about to
faint with exhaustion. Strange it is what a power the mind exercises
over the hody, thus to give it renewed strength in at instant, simply by
an exchange of mental pictures! o

As the Indians appaotiched the island, its wealth of attractions be-
came more and more apparent: They espied in the distance, through the
green lace-work of folinge, a lake, whose surface glistened like polished
steel in the clear sunlight, while bordering it were orange trees whose
luscions globes gave it an exquisite fringe of gold. But, having so far
penetrated with the eye into this strange fairyland, they were destined
to approach no further.. The very tortures of Tantalus now seized them,
for while they continued to move with impulsive haste in the direction
of |.lw island. it came, ‘visibly at lenst, no mearer. At last they were
again overcome by fatigue. They also began to feel the sharp pangs
of hunger, and once more the Indians were about to sink to the ground,
when there arose before them, seemingly out of £he very air itself, so
ethereal was the dream-like appearance which they presented, a group
of‘ :;-nutiful women, who proved to be none other than the Daughters
or the Sun, ] 5 '

-
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If the hunters were bewitched by the scenery of the island, they
were tramsported by the loyeliness of the fair inhabitants. But ere the
rising raptures within them could be put into articulate expression, thu
were told to adva:gz:o further(" The women were exccecfingly gracious.
They spoke in ac ) .
upon the hunters; but they w;v(ed them)of the danger in which they
stood from irate husbands, Wlio were ﬂeh!c men, and exceedingly eruel
to strangers. But the seusé of fear pm(ucgd' no di§turbance in the
presence of such radiant apparition& The hifriters were Tike men trans-
fixed. They refused to betake themselves to flight. _

Finally the women, in tears, besought them to leave at once. The
hunters were quite naturally touched by this display of emotion. They
were ignorant of the way back to the settlement, but agfeed to go, first
craving a morsel of food to sustain them along the journey home. With-
out a moment’s loss of time they were given abundant supplies, among
other things, delicious fruits, marsh eggs, and corn pones, the inost de-
ligl;tful they Mad ever eaten. The hunters were then shown a path by
which they might return in safety to the settlements. Witljgreat reluct-
ance the Indians proceeded to take it, but they mentallfTesolved to re-
turn with re-enforcements and to conquer this mysterious region, for

. they wished to make wives of thege beantiful Daughters of the Sun.

No doonér were they ready to depart than the women vanished as sud-
denly as they had come into sight; and the hunters, after erlcountering
manifold difficulties, at last arrived in the settlements: When the ad
venturous story was told about the camp-fires, there was no lack of vol-
unteers to undertake the hazardous expedition; but every effort to find
the enchanted island resulted in utter failure. It was effectually con-

cealed by some subtle power of magic in the hosom of the great swamp.*®
]

XII

.

De Soro axp THE INpiax Winow

Learning that the queen’s mother, who resided some twelve leagues
down the Savannah, was a widow, De Soto expressed a strong desire to
see her. This wish was doubtless horn of fact that she was reported
to be the owner of many precious pearls. Upon intimating his pleasure,
the queen of Cutafa-chiqui dispatched twelve of her prominent subjects

.of musie and with divine compassion they smiled

-

to entreat her mother to come and see the wonderful strangers and the -

extraordinary animals which they had brought with them. To these
messengers the widow administered a severe rebuke, declining to accom-
pany them, and returned to her daughter words condemnatory of her
conduct.

Still intent upon his object, De Soto dispatched Juan de Anasco, with
thirty companions, to secure the presence of the queen mother. They
were accompanied by a youthful warrior, whom the queen selected as a
guide. He was a near relative of the widow, and had been reared by

* * White’s ‘‘ Historical Collections,”’ with slight verbal changes.

_
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XI

Tue ENCHANTED ISLAND

Many moons ago there dweit on an island in the great Okefinokee
Swamp a race of Indians, whose women were incomparably beautiful.
Neither among the daughters of the brave Creeks, who occupicd the
lowlands, nor among the dg!-k-eycd maidens of the stalwart Cherokees,
whose towns were scattered over the far mountains to the north, could
there be found a damsel to match in loveliness of person these angelic
beings, who were not formed of common clay, like other mortals, but
were born of the great orb of day, from which circumstance, as well as
because of the radiant beams of light which they seemed everywhere
o diffue, they were called Daughters of the Sun. -y

The island on which they dwelt in the deep recesse;s of the swamp was
indeedSa fragment of the Lost Paradise. It was embowered by the most
delightful foliage, which, throughout the whole year, remained per-
ennially green. This was bhecause, on every side, it was well protected
by thi: dense everglades. There were sparkling streams of the ‘most
transparent crystal, there were fruits the like of which grew nowhere
else, and there were flowers of such an exquisite hue and fragiance that
they scemed to have dropped from heaven. But words ean give no hint
or Suggestion of the heauty which belonged to this rare bower. The task
must be left to the imagination. &

On one occasion some hunters, in pursuit of game, found themselves
hopelessly entangled in the deep labyrinths of the great swamp. They
wandered, for hours through the bogs and marshes, finding no means of
egress, when finally, on the verge of despair, they beheld thtough an
open vista the most inviting of visions—an island, whose soft fringes of
eierald, contrasting with the coarse underbrush about them, beckoned
the hunters to approach. Revived by the prospect, they pressed eagerly
.for\\';lrd. There was no longer any sense of fatigue. ’I‘l:ey were now
invigorated in every limb, whereas a moment ago they were about to
faint with exhaustion. Stranguti is what a power the mind exercises
over the body, thus to give it renewed-strength in an instant, simply by
an exchange of mental pictures!

As the Indians approached the island, its wealth of attractions -be-
came more and more abparent. They espied-in the distance, through the
green lace-work of foliage, a lake, whose surface glistened like polished
steel in the clear sunlight, while bordering it were orange trees whose
luscious globes gave it an exquisite fringe of gold. But, having so far
penetrated with the eye into this strange falrylaud, they were destined
to approach no further. The very tortures of Tantalus now seized them,
for while they continued to move with impulsive haste in the direction
of t.lu- island, it came, visibly at least, no nearer. At ldst they were
again overcome by fatigue. " They also began to feel the sharp pangs
oi hunger, and once more the Indians were about to sink to the ground,
when there arose hefore them, seemingly out of the vary air itself, so
ethereal was the dream-like dppearance which they presented, a :KNUP
ot: !:a-amfiful women, who proved to be none other than the Daughters
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If the Lunters were bewitched by the scenery of the island] they
were, transported by the lovi iﬁess of the fair inhabitants. Bu.l ere the
rising raptures within'them cou @ be put _jmo artic“late expression, }hcy
were told to advance no further.  The‘women were exceedingly gracious.
They spoke in accents of music and with divine cor‘pa_sion they. smiled
upon the hunters; but they warned them d‘ the danger in which they
stood#from irate husbands, who were fierce men, and exeeedingly cruel
to strangers. But the seuse of fear produced no disturbance in the
presence of sucli radiant apparitions. The hunters were liké men trauns-
fixed. They refused to betake themselves to flight. .

Finally the women, in tears, besought them to leave at once. The
hunters were quite naturally touched by this display of emotion. They
‘were ignorant of the way back to the séttlement, but agreed to go, first
eraving a morsel of food to sustain them along the journey home. With-
oit & moment’s loss of time they were given abundant supplies, apjong
other things, delicious fruits, marsh eggs, and corn pones; mwﬁ' de-
lightful they had ever eaten. , The hunters were then shown a path by
which they might return in safety to the settlements. With great reluct-
ance the Indians proceeded to take it, but they mentally resolved to re-
turn with re-enforcements and to conquer this mysterious region, for
they wished to make wives of these beautiful Daughters of the Sun.
No.sooner were they ready to depart than the women vanished as sud-
denly as they had come into sight; and the hunters, after erlcountering
manifold difficulties, at last arrived in the settlements. When' the ad-
venturous story was told about the camp-fircs, there was no lack of vol-
unteers to undertake tite hazardous expedition; but every effort to find
the enchanted island resulted in utter failure. It was effectually con-
cealed by some subtle power of magic in the bosom of the great swamp.*

X1
De Soro AND THE INDIAN \\'lpow

Learning that the queen’s mother, who r& some twelve leagues
down the Savannah, was a widow, De Soto expressed a strong desire to
sce her. This wish was doubtless born of the fact that she was reported
to be the owner of many precious pearls. Upon intimating his pleasure,
the queen of Cutafa-chiqui dispatched ‘welve of her prominent subjects
{o entreat her mother to come and see the wonderful strangers and the
extraordinary animals which they had brought with them. To these
messengers the widow administered a severe rebuke, declining to accom-
pany them, and returned to her daughter words condemnatory of her
conduct.

Still intent upon his object, De Soto dispatched Juan de Anasco, with
thirty companions, to secure the presence of the queen mother. They
were acccinpanied by a youthful warrior, whom the queen sclected as a

guide. He was a near relative of the widow, and had been reared by
. o~
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her from an jnl'am.l It was supposed that he, of all others, could best
bespeak for tie expedition a considerate reception. In the blt'nh of early

manhood, he possessed handsome -features. His head was decorated '

with lofty plunws. He wore a mantle of dressed deerskin. In his hand
he bore a beautiful bow, so highly varnished as to appear, as if highly
< enameled ; and at his shoulder hung a quiver full 'of arrows. Indeed, his
whole appearance is said to have made him an ambassador worth;' of
the young and beautiful princess, whom he served.
What next befell theedeputation, we relate in the language of Theo-
dvore Irving, who quotes from Garcilasso de 1a Vega:
“Juan de Anasco, with his comrades, having proceeded nearly three
leagues, stopped to make their midday meal and take their repose be-

neath*the shade of some wide-spreading trees, as the heat was oppres-

sive, The Indian guide until now had proved a cheerful and joyous

companion, entertaining them along the way with accounts of the sur-

rounding country and the adjacent provinces, On a sudden, after they
ht.l halted. he became moody and thoughtful, and, leaning his head npo;x
his hand, fell into a yeverie, uttering repeated and deep-drawn sighs
The Spaniards noted his dejection, but fearing to increase it, forbode t(;
demand the cause. '

. ““After a time he quietly took off his quiver, and, placing it before
him, drew out the arrows slowly, one by one. They were marvelous for
the skill and excellence with which they were formed. Their shafts
were reefla. Some were tipped with buck’s horn, wrought with four
corners like a diamond ; some were pointed with the bones ot fishes, curi-
ously fashioned; others with barbs of the palm and other hard v;roods
and some were three-pronged. The Spaniards could not suﬂicientlv'
fnx{mhﬂe their beauty, and they passed them from hand to.hand, exam-
ining and praising their workmanship and extolling the skill of their
owner.  The youthful Indian continued thoughtfully emptying his
quiver, until, almost at the last, he drew forth an arrow with a point
of flint, long and sharp, and shaped like a dagger; thén, «casting around
a glavee, and seeing the Spaniards engaged in admiring his darts, he
suddenly plunged the weapon in his throat and fell"dead upon the spot.

““Shocked at the circumsianee, and grieved at not having been able
to prevent it, the Spaniards called to the Indian attendants and de-
r.umulml the reason of this melancholy act in one-who had just heen so
joyous. The Indians broke into loud lamentations over the corpse; for
the vouth was ten lerly beloved by them, and they knew the grieé his

untimely death would ecause both .the queert and her mother. They
could only account for his self-destruction by supposing him ps;rplexed
xtlul afllicted by his embassy. . He knew that his errand would be distaste-
ful to the mother. and apprehended that the plan of the Spaniards was
to cirry her off.  He alone knew the place of her concealment, and it
nppu‘-;n'wl to his generous mind an unworthy return for her love and
eonfidence thus to betiay her to strangers. On the other hand, he was
aware that should he disobey the mandates of his young mistress he

\w:nl.l lose her favor and fall into disgrace. Either of these altérnatives
\\'ufnld he worse than deathé-he had thereforé chosen death, as the lesser
evil, :l‘uul as leaving to his mistress a proof of his loyalty ;nd devotion.

“Such was the conjeeture of the Indians, to which the Spaniards

* found themselves at a Ioss about
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were inclined to give faith. Grievipg over the death of the high-minded '

youth, they m y resumed . the journey. They now, however,
road. None of the Indians k(new

in what part of the countrythe widow was ¢ ncealed, the young guide

who had killed himself being alone master of thessecret. For the rest

of the day and till the following noox, they mbd>-a fruitless search, tak-

inig prisoners some natives, all of who! professed.utter ignoraice on the

ing s !
~'*i\‘xb:iect.. Juan de Anasco, being a fleshy man and somewhat cholerie,

was almost in a fever with the vexation of his spirit, the weight of his .
armor, and the heat of the day; he was obliged, however, to, give up the
quest after the widow, and to return to the camp much mortified at hav-
ing for once failed in an enterprise. .

““Three days afterwards, upon an offer of an Indian to guide him,
by water, to the point where the widow secreted herself, Anasco, with
twenty companions, departéd in two canoes for the purpose of, capturing |
her. At the end of six days he returned, vexed and-ch at.the
failure of the expedition. Thus -did the gueen’s motker avoid the
.§paniards and preserve her pearls.”’ ® .

\ J ‘

X111
TrE MAN WHO MARRIED THE THUNDERER'S SISTER

In the old tiraes people used to dance often and all night. Once
there was a dance at the old Town of Sakwiyi, at the head of the Chat-
tahoochee, and after it was well started two young women with beauti-
ful long hair came in, but no one knew who they were, or whence they
had come. They danced with first one partner and then another, and in
the morning slipped away before any one knew that they were gone; but
aiyoung warrior, who had fallen in love with one of the gisters on ac-
count of her beautiful hair, and after the manner of the Cherokees, had
asked her, through an old woman, if she would marry him and let him
live with her. To which the young woman replied that her brother at
home must first be consulted, and she | jised to return for the next
dance, seven days later, with an answer, but in the meantime, if the
young man really loved her, he must prove his constancy by a rigid fast
until then. The eager lover readily agreed and impatiently counted
the days. .

In seven nights there was another dance. The young warrior was on
hand early, and later in the evening the two sisters appeared, as sud-
denly as before. The one with whom he was infatuated told him that her
brother was willing, and after the dance she would conduct the young
man to her home, but warned him if he told any one where he went or
what he saw he would surely die.

He danced with her again, and about daylight he left with the two
sisters, just before the dance closed, so as to avoid being followed, and

* Reproduced with-minor variatigns, from the ‘‘History of Georgia,’” by Charles
C. Jones, Jr.
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they started off together. The women led the way along & trail through
the woods, which the young man had never noticed before, until they
came to a swall creek, where, without hesitating, they stepped into
_ the water. The young man paused in surprise on the bank, and thought
= to himself, “‘They are walking in the water; I do not wish to do
that.”” The women understood his thoughts, just as though he had
spoken, and turned and said to him, ‘“This is not water; this is the road
to our house.”” Ile still hesitated, but they urged him on until he
stepped into the water and found it was only soft grass that made a

fine level trail. .

They went on until the path came to a large stream, which he knew
to be Tallulah River. The women plunged boldly in, but again the war-
rior :hesitated on the bank, thinking to himself, ““That water is very
deep and will drown me! I cannot go on.” They knew his thoughts
again, gnd turned and said, ““This is not water, but the main trail that
goes past our house, which is now close by.”” He stepped in, and instead

= of wgfer, there was tall waving grass that closed above his head as he
{ followed them. ’ ‘

They went only a short ‘distance and came to a cave of rock close
under Ugunyi, the Cherokee name for Tallulah Falls. The women en-
tered, while the warrior stood at the mouth, but they said, ‘‘This is our
house; come in, our brother will soon be at home; be is confing now.”’
They heard low thunder in the distance. He went inside and stood up
clos to the entrance, Then the women tock off their long hair and hung
it up on a rock, and both their heads were as smooth as pumpkins. The
man thought, **It is not hair at all,”” and he was more frightened than
ever.,

The younger woman, the one he was about to marry, then sat down
and told'him to take a seat beside her. He looked, and it was a-large
turtle on which she sat, and it raised itself up and stretched out its
claws, as if angry at being disturbed. The youth refused to sit down,
insisting that it was a turtle, but the woman again assuged him that it
was a scat.  Then there was a louder roll of thunder, and’ the woman
said, **Now our brother is nearly home.”” While he sti]l refused to come
nearer or sit down, suddenly thare-was a great thunder clap just behind

him, and turning quickly he saw a man standing in the doorway of the
cave.

**This is my brother,”” said the woman, and he caine in and sat down .

upon the turtle, whick again rose up and stretched out its claws. The
young warrior still refused to come in. The brother then said that he was
Just about to start to a council, and invited the ‘young man to go with
him. The hunter said he was willing to go, if only he had a horse; so the
young woman was told to bring one. She went out and soon came back,
leading a great uktena snake, that curled and twisted along the whole
length of the cave. Some people say that it was a white uktena and that
the brother himself rode a red one. “Fhe hunter was terribily frightened
and said, ““That is a snake; I cannot ride that.”” The others insisted that
it, was not a snake, but their riding horse. The brother grew impatient
and said to the woman, *‘He may like it better if you bripg him a saddle
and some bracelets for his wriéfs and arms.”” So they went out again and
brought in a saddle and some arm bands, and the saddle was ugbther

'
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“

turtle, which they fastened on the uktena’s back, and the bracglets were
living slimy snakes, wbi@:they made‘ready to twist around the hunter’s
He was almost’ dead with fear, affd said, ¥ What kind of horrible
place is this? I.can never stay here to live With snakes and creeping
things.” The brother became very angry and cdlled him a coward, and
then it was as-if lightning flashed from %is eyes and struck the young
n#hn, and a terrific crash of thunder stretched him senseless.

‘When at last he came to himself again, he was standing with his feet
in thé water and both hands grasping a laurel bush that gn-ﬁ" out from
the bank, and there was no trace of the cave or the Thunder People, but
he was alone in thie forest. e made lis way-out and finally reached his
own_settlement, -but found that he had been gone so long that all the
people thought him dead, although to him it seemed only the day after.
the dance. His friends. quéstioned hint closely, and, forgetting the

* warning,"he told the story; but in seven “days he diqg,q‘r;ﬁxw can
‘come back from the underworld and tell it and live.®

XIv

y A TRAGEDY OF THE SwaMP

Over in what is known as the !‘Fork’’—in the angle which Brier
Creek makes with the Savannah ‘River—a number of curious relics
have been discove from time to time of the race who here lived and
roamed the woods before the bold Genoese navigator found a new world
in the West. On this particular spot there must have stood an impor-
tant settlement or village, for numberless have been the weapons of war
and the utensils for domestic use which have been here found. Indeed;
it was the logical site for the red man’s camp. The Savannah River,
on one side, and Brier Creek, on the other, abounded in the finest fish,
while the dense swamp which extends for miles over this region of coun-
try was full of game. It is well within ounds of fair inference
to assume that there was here an India ¢ which was even more
important than the one which overlooked iver from the high bluff
at Yamacraw, where Savannah is today situated.

Deep in the labyrinths of this swamp there may be seen, among other
things, what is said to be an old Indian well. As far back as the oldest
inhabitant’s grandsire can recollect, this hole has heen here, and here
it still remains. It was evidently dug to be used as a well—for what
other purpose could it serve in this remote part of the swamp? But late
-researches have made it quite certain that this deep hole was not dug
by the Indians. It was not the habit of the red man to dig wells, when
springs and streams were near at hand.

In the immediate neighborhood of this well there formerly stood a
large mound, some fifteen feet in length, supposed by those who oh-
served it here for years to have been the last resting place of some In-

—

* James Moomey, in ‘;!!ythl of the ﬁerokeﬂ," House Documents, Vol. 118.
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dian warrior. This lonely part of the swamp is nearly two miles directly
east of the oid-Saxon place—an unfrequented locality; but not long
ago, three young men of Sylvania, interested in antiquities, made a trip
into this quarter for purposes of investigation. They found that on top
of the mound a.pine tree had taken root and had grown to be a forest
giant, perhaps a hundred years old, its roots spreading in all directions
*over the supposed tomb. Of course, there is no way. of. telling how much
further back the mound itself dated, but the evidence furnished by the
tree guffices to fix the minimum age limit,

Though somewhat disappointed in failing to find the bones of an
Indian chief, they unearthed what was still more startling—the remaina
of a small cabin or structure of some kind, which had been burned; and
it was the ruins of this structure which formed the mound. It was evi-

dently an abode of primitive character, for what remained of the charred

pulcgt showed that they had simply been stuck in the ground; but they

Ll £ B

were probably brought together in wigwam fashion and ecovered with J

l': kind of bark. The fact that it was once a human habitation was’
con

irmed by the discovery of small pieces of timber which seemed to
have been carefully cut and by numerous fragments of domutm pottery
which were unearthed from the ruins, '

Bringing the historic imagination constructively to bear n'pon these
disclosures it became evident to the investigators that a (rggedy of some
kind had taken place here in the swamp—it may have been two cen-
turies ago. The place was destroyed by fire; but whether it was due
to accident or to murderous intent there was nothing to indicate. In
the light cast upon the problem by the bits of pottery, th#lone inhabi-
tant of this primitive abode could not have been an Indian. This rude
hut in the swamp was not the work of a red man. It evinced the skill
of a*iand accustomed to better structures than the savage home- maker
knew how to build.

Who, then, was the mysterious occupant?
4

—_— 3

Let us go back. After the piouu Salzburgérs came an::l settled at old

Ebenezer, on_the Savannah River, some thirty mites below this place, -

in-the year 1733, there wud a story told by the Indians of a Lone
Hunter—a_pale face—who lived in a swamp higher up the river and
who was seen only at intervals by the Indians, This man was a mighty
hunter, skilled in the use of the rifle; and he sometimes came to the
Indian village to < xchange game for corn. He dressed in cloths made
of the furs of animals which he had slain and-he learned to speak a few
words of the Indian tongue, so that he could communicate with the
matives. But the Indians managed to make the Salzburgers understand
that he was not of the.same race with the new comers at Ebenezer, nor
witii the pale face settlers at Savanuah. From the accounts given by
the red men it is clearly evident that he was a Spanish, soldier—a mem-
ber of the boud but erael race which played so prominent a part in the
early explorations and_conquests of the new world and whose memorials
on the continent of North America have not been obhteratcd by two
ceuturies of Anilo-Saxon domination.

It wag during this period that the Spaniards, who were then in pos-

’

iadca o Giie bl ian it 5 gt 12 i et BESSRRGRS 12 Los s 1

GEORGIA AND GEORGIANS 633

session of Florida, made frequent(mcursnons mm Georgia and South
Carolina ; and perchance the Lotie Hunter may have been a Cavalier,
who, wearied and sick;~had fallen by the wayside, where he was left to
die. Or, he may :‘:u}n;}l} vq’ﬁeserge(! is comrades for this fonely
life in the swamp. Here, in ‘this secluded spot, nat far from the Indian

village, where supplies- could be obtained wh@ needed, he lLad doubtless,
with the implements usually carriedby the paglsh soldier, fashioned

* the small timbers for his house and built his wigwam cabin.. Here, too,

with the pick, which he was in the habit of carrying on his back, wlen
on the march, he patiently dug the well that he might be consumtly sup-
plied with water.

How long he lived here is only a matter of vague speculation, but
there is every reason to believe that he perished with his home, which
some enemy must have fired—perhaps some skulking Indian from the
village who had Tooked with envicus eyes upon the Lbne Hunter’s sword,
and rifle. We can almost see him stealthily approaching theittle cabin,
stoppmg ever and anon behind some large tree to nnoiter—thus
creeping slowly onward again. From the top of the Hunter’s hut rises

\) tlnn line of smoke for he is cooking some beaten_corn, which he has
pureha.ved from the Indiaiis and on the coals he is broiling a steak, cut
from the deer which fell before his rifle on yester eve. Reaching the
door, with the noiseless tread of a panther, the savage springs upon his
unprepared vietim—then a fierce struggle ensues. But the Hunter, taken
unawares, at last succumbs. - His body is dragged away, his home is pil-
fered, and then an ember from the fire is applied to the dry bark on the
sides, and soon the cabin is a smoldering ruin. .

It may have been thus. /Thig’much is true. The Lone Hunter was
never found by the Salzbu , though they miade a search for him
where the Indians said he lived; and there was a minor Indian chief
who long boasted of a Spanish rifle and sword which he claimed to have
received from one of the invaders. The site of the old Indian village
_was near the Black plantation, some three miles distant from the Lone

Hunter’s cabin.*

XV
QUuEEN ELANCYDYNE

Sixteen years before the beginning of our’ narrative a war broke
out between the Cherokee and the Upper Creek Indians. The former
claimed the territory as far south as the Tishmaugu and the latter as
far north and east as the Tacoda Trail, which was nearly identical with
the present Athens and Clarkesville Road. Their first engagement was
at Numerado, near the confluence of Hurricane Creck and Etoha River,
above Hurricane Shoals. Amercides, apparently an Indian with a Greck
name, was leader of the Cherokees, and as gallant a brave as ever drew

* We are indebted for the above gtory to an article which appeared in a Sylvania
paper, signed ‘W, M, H.”’



634 GEORGIA AND GEORGIANS

“the bow. He rode a white horse and dashed from place to place as if
trained on the battleficld of -Eurqpe‘ h

Talitch-lechee, commander of the Creeks, anxious for a personal en-
counter, placed himself at a favorable point and awaited the expected
opportunity. It soon came and the Creek buried his tomahawk in the
gallant leader’s side. When the white horse was seen running riderless
through the forest of Numerado, the Cherokees began to retreat. . But
soon the scene changed. Elancydyne, the wife, or as she was generally
called, the queen of Amercides, committing a small child which she was
Jholding in her arms to the care of an attendant, mounted the riderless
horse and at once took command. She was greeted by a yell from the
(herokees that echoed and re-echoed up and down the river and forward
and buckward across the valley. Soon the air was thick with flying
arrows and whizzihg tomahawks.

The conflict deepened and the battle waged on. The tommander
was more cautious than her fallen lord, but rode unflinchingly in the
fuce of every d&nmer. At last, the Creeks, finding their ranks so fatally
thinned, retreated hastily. Another yell—this time the yell of victory,
reverberated-over the hills and the heroine of the day, forgetting all
things else, hastened to see if her child was safe. She found it sleeping
soundly in the arms of an attendant who, to shield the babe from harm,
had received an arrow deeply in her own shoulder. Her name was
Yetha; and thongh the wound was thought to be fatal, she lived to be
very old.

Soon a hand of young warriors gathered around the queen and, carry-
ing her over the battlefield, in grim mockery introduced her to the falleif’
Creeks as their conqueror. Elated by their decisive victory, the Chero-
kees Ponsidered the country conquered territory as far as they claimed
and began a maréii across it to take formal possession. In the meantime,

however, the Crecks had received substantial recruits, and since Taliteh-

lecher was a wily old chief of long experience the enterprise was doubt-
ful.  His enemy, still lead by what her followers considered tliejr in-
vineible new queen, moved slowly and cautiously forward until they
reached the verge of the platean which dips toward Cold Spring, where
they met Taliteh-lechee in command of a lagger force than at Nimerado.

The Crecks gowe the gage of battle and soon the engagement became
general. Though Queen Elancydyne showed that she was a skilful and
feariess leader, she was finaliy overcome by numbers, but by.a master-
piver of strategy, she made a*flank movement, and, going still forward,
camped that night at Arharra un the plain where Prospect Church now
stands and within hearing of the waters of Tishmaugu, ‘the object of
her expedition.  This singular movement on the part of an enemy who
had shown such consummate skill 8o puzzled Talitch-lechee that he hesi-
tated to offer battle. The next morning, however, an accident brought
on a general engagement, with varying success. This continued at in-
tervals until noon when the Creek chief sent Umausauga, one oi his
trusted braves, 16 conceal a number of expert bowmen in the branches
of some spreading trees that grew. in an adjacent forest. Late in the
afternoon the conflict again became eral. .

Elaneydyne, on her white horse, led the van, and ‘her exanfple 80
inspired her folldwers that they gave another deafening yell and rushed

*

. the thickest of the fray, and soo

: ‘ b from the field of carnage, disheartened
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¢ - .
forward to engage at close quarters; but the (Creeks retreated in tl‘)c
direction of the concealed bowmen. Again the Cherokee queen was in
11 from her horse, pierced by many
' " bristling arrows. The wiil of lamént wah, Ogeowah !’ rising
evokeés dnd they in turn
sullenly retreated to the north, tenderly carrying thejr “gnllcn queen
with them. If she had survived the battle it iy difficult(to say what -
would hate been the result.® v .

. *Extracts from ‘‘The Early History, of Jackson County, Georgis,’’ ate., by
J. G. N. Wilson. Edited and published by W. E. White, 1914. .

v .
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CHAPTER XXIV

Four Grear INSTITUTIONS OF LEARNING EsTABLISHED DURING THE MiID-
Tinkries—Jostan PENFIELD, IN 1829, Bnquurm%m EbucaTiONAL
Fusp 1o e Georeia Bartist CONVENTION—STARTS MERCER UNI-
VERSITY—FIRST LOCATED AT PENFIELD, THEN REMOVED TO MACON—.
JesseMERCER'S BENEPACTIONS—OGLETHORPE UNIVERSITY I8 FOUNDED
BY THE PRESBYTERIANS IN 1835 AT Mipway, N2ar MILLEDGEVILLE—
SIgEY LaNier's ALMA MATER—DR. SamueL K. TaLmace Its First
PRESIDENT—ENFEEBLED BY THE WAR, OGLETHORPE UNIVERSITY Sus-
PENDS IN 1872, Bur THEsINSTITUTION IS REVIVED IN ATLANTA IN 1912
—THE SPLENDID \\'ou.x or DR. THORNWELL JAcoBS—EMORY CO{:L.EOE
Is FouNpep By THE METHODISTS IN 1836 AT OxrPorRD—DR, IGNATIUS
A. FEw I8 First PRESIDENT-—THE FRUITPUL CAREER OF THis INSTI-
TuTION, WHICH IN 1914 BEcoMeEs Emory UNiversity—Mg. Asa G.
CANDLER'S MAGNIFICENT GIFT—WESLEYAN FEMALE  CoLLiGe Ts
CHARTERED iN 1836—THE First INsTITUTION TO CONFER A DIPLOMA
Urox & WomaNn—History or Trais Morner ScHOOL oF HIGHER
EpvcaTioN.

During the mid-thirties four great institutions of learning were estab-
lished in Georgia. The first of these was Mercer University. -Origi-
nally located at Penfield, a small village seven miles to the north’ of
Greensboro, it was founded by the great Jesse Mercer, one of the pio-
neers of the Baptist Church in Georgia, and was chartered -as Mercer
Institute, & name by which it was known until 1837. But the genesis
ot this institution is of sufficient !"ﬁemt to admit of fuller particulars.

In 1829, when the Georgia Baptist Convention met at Milledgeville,
it was announced to the body that Josiah Penfield, of Savannah, a
deacon in the church, had bequeathed to the convemtion the sum.of
¥2.500 as a fund for “eflucation, proyided an equal amount should be
raised.  The following committee was named to suggest a plan of action
in regard to the matter: Thomas Stocks, Thomas Cooper, H. 0. Wyer
and J. H. T. Kilpatrick. They made a report at once, suggesting that
the requisite sum be subseribed ; and accordingly, within fifteen minutes,
the amount of money necessary to secure the gift was pledged in bona
fide notes, given te Dr. Adiel Sherwood, clerk and treasurer of the
Georgia Baptist Convention, The loyal pioneer Baptists,s whose gen-
crosity helped to lay the foundations of Mercer, are numerated below,
together with the amounts snbseribed :

Jesse Mercer.. . ... ..., e Armstead Ric¢hardsof. ....... $ 75
Cullen Battle .............. 00 James Davis................ 50
James Shannon ... ... ... ... 100°: H20: Wyer. . ... . 0.0 150
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I L. Brooks.........iceiees $100 Jares Armstrong....... “...% 50
James Boykin.........n. .. 125 - J. H. T. Kilpatrick.......... 100
Barnabas Strickland....... \gg ghua (4, VRRTRER S R 100
William Walker............ " . Ahdrew\Bfttle.............. 50
B. M. Sanders.............. 150 . R. C Shorti.“;. . R 50
Robert C. Brown....... ieeer 50 Jon DavisT...... % w150
Peter Walton............... 25 Tho Stocks. Tr. . e e i ans 50
+ Adlel Sherwood............. 125 Jabez P. Marshall........... 100
Thomas Cooper............. 110 Edmund Shackelford........ 150
William Flournoy........... 100 J. Whitefield, Cash...... o.. 10

Due authority having been given, & ¢ommittee purchaseéd from James
Rudd, a tract of land, seven miles to the north of Greensboro contain-

ing 450 acres. Dr. Billington M. Sanders, then a young .nan just .

entering upon the wirk of the ministry, but well educated and well
équipped, was engaged to act as principal. Under him the wil8krness.

was cleared, temporary quarters were provided, and, on ‘the second
Monday in January, 1833, = manual school at Penﬁelq was formally
open¢d. Associated with Dr. Sanders, the first corps of instructors
were: Iro 0. MeDaniel, J. F. Hillyer, J. W. Aftaway, W. D. Cowdry,
A. Williams and S. P, Sanford. John Lumpkin, the father of Governor
Wilson Lumpkin, was a member of the executive committée under
whose oversight the school was established.

Penfield was the name given to the locality in honor of Josiah
Penfield, from whose estate came the original bequest; but the school
itself was named for Jesse Mercer, then the most influential Baptist
divine in Georgia. Mr. Mercer, throughout his long life, constantly
befriended the institution and at his death it became the principal bene-
fieiary under his will. At the start, it was quite an unpretentious
affair. In the course of time there developed around it an important

town; but with the building of the Georgia Railroad Penfield began to -

yield prestige to Greensboro, a town on the main line, settled by an enter-
prising community of well-to-do planters.

However, the institute prospered. The students were required to
perform a definite amount of work each dﬁj:hich they were paid
at the rate of six cents per hour. They we put through a course
of study which was somewhat exacting. Doctor Sanders remained at
the head of the school for six years. He was most successful in organ-
izing the work upon solid foundations, partly because of his experi-
mental acquaintance with agriculture «nd partly because of his excep-
tional qualifications as a disciplinarian. But he was none.too sanguine
at first in regard to the éducational outlook in Georgia. He was some-
what apprehensive of failure, due to certain adverse conditions which
he feared could not be siiccessfully ovércome. To 1llustrate his attitude,
it was found that before the school could be organized an additional

“sum of $1,500 was needed. Doctor Sanders was asked, among others,

to be one of thirty to raise this amount. He replied to the effect that
he was willing to be the thirtieth man to contribute, a statement which
either implied some doubt in regard to the ultimate outcome, or else an
anxiety on the part of Doctor Sanders to make the Baptists of Georgia
exert themselves.

.
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But the sum was raised. Moreover, this wise and good man was
placed at the head of the school. Under him, the command to halt was
never once sounded. The institution moved steadily forward, but
after six years, he relinquished the helm. Possibly for the reason that
his successors were men of books, who knew’ comparatively little of prac-
tical agriculture, there followed a laxity in the management of affairs.
Dissatisfaction arose, and in the course of time the manual school fea-
ture was abandoned.

PR -5 s

In 1537, the name of the school was changed from Mercer Institute
‘to Mereer University; a charter was obtained from the Legislature;
and a fund of $100,000 was raised among the Georgia Baptists with
which to give it a permanent and substantial endowment. The first
graduating exercises were held%in the summer of 1841, when diplomas
were awarded to three young men. Richard Maleolm Johnston, who
hecame one of the foremost educators and authors of his day; Benjamin
F. Thorpe, afterwards an eminent divine; and Dr. A. R. Wellborn, a
successful practitioner of medicine, received degrees on this occasion.
In 1840 the Theological Department was added; and Dr. Adiel Sher-
wood was put at the head of the newly organized school of the prophets.
The name of this stalwart and sturdy old pioneer is still fragrant in
the annals of Georgia.

At the outbreak of the Civil war, the senior classmen at Penfield
entered the Confederate army almost to a man, and there were fow
better soldiers. Though the college did not formally suspend until
1865, it maintained an existence which was purely nominal. Most of
the trustees were at the front. 4 Widespread demoralization prevailed.
So, after the invasion of the state by Sherman, the faculty with great
reluctance closed the doors. Professors Sanford and Willet, the two
senior members of the faculty, opened a school in the college building
and held a quasi-commencement, but the lamp of learning could not be
rescued from extinetion. It flickered dimly, amid the ruins, enough
to reveal the chaotic conditions; and then expired in darkness.

A

For seven years after the war there came a break in the academic
life of Mercer. The work of rehabilitation _was slow, due to the utter
prostration of the state, during the period of/ Reconstruction.. Finally,

when the institution again arose, it was upon the heights of .\Iacon,.

where it today stands. Prior to the war two separate efforts were made
by Griffin to secure Mercer, but withont success. The various presi-
dents of Mercer University, in the order of aervice1 have been as foldws:

Rev. Billington M. Sanders, Prin- Rev. H. H. Tucker, D.D.

c¢ipal and President. Rev. Archibald J. Battle, D.D.
Rev. Otis Smith. Rev. G. A. Nunnally, D.D.
Rev. John L. Dagg, D.D. Pinckney D. Pollock, LL.D.
Rev. Nathaniel M. Crawford, D.D. Rev.S. Y. Jnmewn}D.D.

i # ;
Some of these executiye heads have been amongst the most eminent

. theologians and educators of the South.
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Dr. Patrick H. Mell, afterwards Chancellor of the Unive};‘sily of
Georgia; Dr. Shaler G. Hillyer, Prof. William G. Woodfin, and others,
also taught for a while at Mercer. Perhaps thé-most distinguished

laymen who have occupied chairs in the ifistitution were Prof. S..P. ¢

Sanford and Prof. J. E. Willet. The foxmer headed the Uepartment™

of mathematics. The latter taught the natural sciences. " Both were “§ P

identitied with the institution for something like fifty years uud\both
were. men of broad scholalghip. The text-books on mathematics com-
piled by Professor Sanford are still extensively used.

Two and a half miles to the west of Milledgeville there flourished
before the Civil wap-an institution of learning on whose aluiini rolls the
name of Sidney Lanter ‘blazes like a star of the first magnitude, and from

{which a recent chief executive of Georgia, J¥eph M. Brown, received

his diplome—Oglethorpé University. This was one of the first of

* Georgia’s schools to receive a charter, It was located at a place called

Midway, after the famous settlement on the Georgia coast. During the
brief quarter of & century i which it flourished it made a record; the

influence of which will,be felt to tiie end of time; but at the outbreak *
“ of the Civil war Oglethorpe went to the front. Professors, students,

and alumni—all enlisted. *No institution made greater contributions
to the Confederate army in proportion to its numerical strength; and
with the Conquered Banner at Appomattox it went down to rise no
more—at least upon the hills of the Oconee.

The story of how the institution came into existence may be briefly
told. For years there existed under the fosu?i‘ing care of the Educa-
tional Board of Georgia two manual labor schools: the Midway Semi-
nary and the Gwinnett Institute; and when the dissolution of the
board necessitated a division of interest, the trustees of Midway Semi-
nary, in the spring of 1835, tendered the school to Hopewell Presby-
tery, believing that ecclesiastical supervision might yield better results.
The offer was accepted, and a committee appointed to report on the
expediency of clevating the school to college rank. As chairman of
the committee, Hon. Eugenius A. Nisbet, afterwards judge of the Su-
preme Court of Georgia, submitted a report in which strong grow
were taken in favor of an ihstitution of the proposed character to be
under the exclusive government and control of the Preshyterian Church.
The report met with unanimous adoption. Accordingly, a board of
trustees consisting of twenty-four members, was appointed by Pres-
bytery to take charge of Oglethorpe University, the name by which the
new school was to be known. The first meeting of the board was held
at MiJledgeville, on October 21, 1835, and within two months thereafter
a charter was procured .from the General Assembly of Georgia.®

. * Chartered, December 21, 1835, the original trustees of Oglethorpe University
were: Thomas Goulding, _A. Davis, 8. J. Cassels, 8. K. Talmadge, J. C. Patterson,
H. 8y Pratt, Robert Quarterman, Charles W. Howard, C. C. Jones, Joseph H. Lump-
kin, Washingt: oe, Eugenius A. Nisbet, William W. Holt, B. E. Hand, Richard
K. Mines, I, John A. Cuthbert, Tomlinson Fort, J. Billups, Charles
C. Mills, Charles P. Gorden, John H. Howard, Thomas B. King and Adam L. Alex-
andc . (Prinee’s Digest, pp. 877-879.) . e
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Under the terms of the ~harter it was made a penal offense, in the sum

of $500, for any one to sell merchandise of any character within a mile .

and a half of the university, and in addition the form of deeds granted
in the sale of lots belonging to the university required the forfeiture of
. such lots tothe institution in the event the law was violated.

On November 24, 1836, the university was organized by the election

of the following faculty: Rev. Carlisle P. Beman, D. D,, president, to g

. hold the chair of chemistry and natural philosophy; Hon. Eugenius A.
Nishet, vice-president, to teach belles lettres and natural philosophy;
Rev. Samuel K. Talmage, professor of ancient languages; Rev. Charles
Wallace Howard, chaplain, to teach moral philosophy; and Rev. Na-
thaniel Macon Crawford, professor of astronomy and mathematics. The
cornerstone of the main building was laid on March 31, 1837, at which
time an address was delivered by Hon. Joseph Henry Lumpkin, after-
wards Chief Justice of Geofigia. Dr. Talmage, in writing of the school .
at a later pcriodkthux describes the building: . ‘It is a brick structure,
painted white, two storieshigh, besides a basement. It is constructed
after the Grecian Doric order, without and within. The central part
contains the finest college chapel in the United States; its whole dimen-
sions are fifty-two feet front by eighty-nine feet deep, including a
colonnade fourteen feet deep, supported by four massive pillars, and
the vestibule of the chapel is eleven feet deep. The dimensions of the
chapel are forty-eight feet by sixty in the main story, and forty-eight
by seventy-one in the gallery, the latter extending over the vestibule.
The ceiling of the chapel is in the form of an elliptical arch, resting on
a rich cornice and containing a chaste and original centre piece. At-
tached to the bpilding are two wings, thirty feet front by thirty-four
deep. and three stories high; making the entire front of the edifice one
hundred and twelve feet in length. Each story in the wings is divided
into a professor’s office in front, and a recitation or lecture room in the
rear. There are in the basement story and wings sixteen rooms, afford-
ing ample accommodations, museum, apparatus and all other conven-
iences for college purposes.”’ On each side of the campus there was a
row of dormitories, one story in height, for the use of the student. The

other buildings were the president’s house, on the gouth side, below the °

dormitories; the academy, ‘a large two-story edifite opposite, on the
north side; and an old chapel, the interior of which was converted into
recitation rooms. -

On the first Monday in January, 1838—before the main building
was finished—th: college com d operations. The attendance by
1842 registered 125 students, of which number, fifty were in«the col-
legiate and seventy-five in the preparatory department. The college
year was divided into two sessions: the winter session from January to
May and the summer session from June to November. - Commencement
was usually on the second Wednesday of the last-named month. In
the fall of 1839, at the request of the board of trustees, Presbytery ten-
dgrred the institution to the Synod of South Carolina and Georgia, by
which body it was eagerly accepted. Preésident Beman resigned his
position in 1841, and Rev. Samuel K. Talmage, a graduate of Princeton
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and an uncle of the great Brooklyn divine, was elected to succeed him
as president. He remained in office until his death, in X865, a period
of nearly twenty-five years. Toward the closéef the war, the exercises
of Oglethorpe University were suspendéd, due to the lackdf necessgry
fiinds and to the impoverished condition of the state. “Besides, a large

percentage of the young men of Georgia were at the front. ¥From 18§7 _
to 1869 feeble efforts to resuscitate.it were made. The officéyof presi‘

dent was repeatedly dfclined. Finally, Rev. W. M. Cunningham ac-
cepted the office, but, on the eve of the college opening, he died. In 1870,
Dr. David Wills succeeded him. The school was then removed to
Atlanta, where it opened in General Sherman’s former headquarters, on
‘Washington Street, diagonally across ‘from the present State Capitol.
But the chmgifnilcd to produce the expected reinvigoration; and in
1872 the doorsof Oglethorpe University were closed. In the opinion
of many, no ‘greater misfortune ever befll the state. The apparatus
was afterward.used by the Talmage High School, at Midway, to which
school the other property holdings also reverted. Doctor Wills, the
last president of the institution, is living today, in Washington, D. C,,
.an old man, verging updn the century mark. ¢ 3
During the spring of 1912+a movement to reorganize Ogiethorpe
University was launched in Atlanta under the vigorous initiative of
Rev. Thornwell Jacobs, a most enthusiastic and wide-awake Presby-
terian. The idea was, pressed in such a way that it fired the imagina-
tion of the church, not only in Georgia, but througheut the South. In
less than six months over one hundred men of means were found who
were willing to lend financial aid to the enterprise; a temporary organi-
zation was effected; a beautiful tract of lind at Silver Lake, on Peach-
tree Road, was secured as a donation to the school, and plans devised
for laying the cornerstone of greater Oglethorpe University during the
monster Presbyterian jubilee, in May, 1913, when four General Assem-
blies were scheduled to convene in Atlanta: an auspicious time for the
Phoenix to rise once more from the ashes.

Two miles north of the Town of Covington is the little vi of
Oxford. It is reached by a trolley line which meets the Gw‘%ﬂ-
road at Covington, from which point it rapidly transports tl itor
to the broad campus grounds of the great school of learning which is
here maintained by Georgia Methodists. Called Emory College, in
honor of Bishop John Emory, it enjoyed a distinet and independent
sexistence for nearly eighty years, but in 1915 was merged into a far
greater institution: Mercer University. The circumstances connected
with the establishment of this famous school at Oxford possess an ex-
ceptional interest. Dr. George G. Smith, a patriarch of the church,
tells the story thus. Says he: ‘‘Dr. Olin, who married a Georgia
lady and whose property interests were in- Georgia, was chosen presi-
den&of Randolpi ‘Jacon College, in Virginia, and was anxious to secure

" “the support of the various Southern conferences.. He accordingly

asked th#Methodists of Georgia to endow a chair in the college with
$10,000 and to patronize the institution, giving them some spacial privi-

..leges in return. The conference consented to accept”flis offer and

.
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decided, in addition, to establish a high school in Georgia on the manual
labor plan, so popular at the time.  The latter wasJocated at Caving-
ton. It was not productive of. the best results, however, to conduct a
high school and a farm at the same time, and the.conference, undeythe
influence of Dr. Ignatius A. Few, in 1836, decided to establisli a col-
lege.*  For this purpose a charter was granted and a site for fhe pro-
posed institution was selected abont two miles from the manual schoox
One thousand four hundred ades of land were bought, a village laid
out, and, in 1837, the cornerstone of Emory College was luid.”’

Doctor Few was the first president.. Under him, the college “was
opened, in 1839, and pwo years later were held the first exercises of
graduation. Judge Augistis B. Longstreet, the. famous author of
““Georgia Scenes,”’
nent jurist, but relinquished’ the law to enter the pulpit. He was also
at’one time an editor of note. On leaviug Emory, he became the presi-
dent of the University of Mississippi. _Dr. George F. Pieree, the great
orator of Methodism, eame nextis But he was soon elected bishop.  Dg.

suececded Doctor Few. e %as formerly an emi-

Alexander Means, the distinguished professor of natural science, suc-
ceeded him. Fifty vears in advance of his day, Doctor Means pre-
dicted the motor car and the u-lwtri(_,li).'ht. He was suceeeded after a
vear by Dr. James R. Thomas, who was president when the war com-
denced. The college was suspended during the greater part of this
period and the buildings used for hospital purposes under the Confed-
erate Government. The clese of the war found the institution without
endowment and the people of the South impovérished. But Bishop
Pierce took the field, made an carnest plea on behalf of the college and

" succeeded in keepinig the fires alive until prosperity began to return.

With the aid of Bishop Pierce’s Endowment Society, supplemented by
the zeal of a devoted corps of professors, the college hegan to revive.
New buildings were erceted, new students were enrolled, and an era of
splendid growth was inaugurated. Dr. Luther M. Smith was the presi-
dent under whom the institution was firmly re-established. He was
elected to succeed Doctor Thomas, who was called to a college in
California.

Next came Dr. O. L. Smith, but he resigned to take a professorship,
and Dr. Atticus G. Haygood succeeded him. It was during the admin-
istration of this great apostle of learning that Mr. George 1. Seney, a
wealthy banker of New York, attracted by some of the broad views of
the neWw president, gave to the institution the munificent suim of
$150,000. With a part of this gift, Seney Hall was erected. The re-
mainder was applied to the permanent endowment fund. Bishop Hay-
good resigned to administer the Slater educational legacy and was
afterwards chosen bishop. Ie was succeeded by Dr. 1. S. Hopkins,
who resigned to become vresident of the Georgia School of Technology,

* Embry G)ll:ge was chartered December 10, 1836, with the following board of
trustees: Ignatius g Few, Lovick Pierce, Charles Hardy, William J. Parks, Elijah
Sinclair, Samuel K. Hodfls, Samuel J. Bryan, Alexander Speer, George F. Pierce,
Charles H. Saunders, David P, Hillhouse, William P. Graham, Iverson L. Graves,
Lucius _ Tittich, and John Park. (Prince’s ‘‘Digest,”’ pp. 879-881.) o
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an institution which was measurably the outgrowth of his own experi-
ments at Oxford. Dr. Warren A, Candler was next called to the execu-
tive chair. Under him, the sum of $100,000 was added to the perma-
nent endowrient fund. Of this amount, Mr. W. P. Patillo, of Atlanta,
subscribed $25,000. The handsome’ new library building, in honor of
the president, was christened ‘‘Candler Hall.”” On being eievated to
the episcopal bench, Dr. Candler was succeeded by Dr. C. E. Dowmar,
and he in turn by Dr. James E. Dickey, the present head of the insti-
tution. Since the incumbeney of Doctor Dickey began, the endowment
fund of the college has been greatly increased and the roll of attendance
considerably lengtliened.

There are few institutions in the country which surpass Emory in
the standards of scholarships. The discipline is strict and the moral
atmosphere pure and wholesome. The library of the college contains
something over 25000 “volumes, including a number of rare folios.
Three presidents of Emory have succeeded to the episcopal honors, Drs.
George F. Pitree, Attigus (. Haygood, and Warren A. Candler. With-
out an exception the presidents have been preachers. Bishop Candler
and Doctor Dickey are both kinsmen of tile first president, Dr, Ignatius
A. Few. Connected with the college, there is an excellent school of
law, of which Judge Capers Dickson is the dean. Besides, there is also
a department of pedagogics. The cabinet of minerals at Emory is one
of the most unique collections of this character to be found in the South.
It contains a number of rare specimens which cannot be duplicated.
The college at Oxford is the joint property of the Georgia and Florida
conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.

Dr. Ignatius A. Few, the first president of Emory College, is buried
on the heights of the Oconee River, at Athens, Georgia, but in com-
memoration of his services to Christian culture there stands upon the
campus at Oxford a substantial monument on which is chiseled the fol-
lowing inseription to the distinguished founder.

“I. A. Few, founder and first president of Emory Col-
lege. Elected December 8, 1837. Entered upon his
duties, September 10, 1838. Resigned July 17, 1839,
‘Memoria prodenda liberis nostris.” ”’ -

“In early life' an infidel, he became & Christian from
conviction and for many years of deep affliction walked
by faith in the son of God.”’ ete. -

s

To the City of Macon, Georgia, belongs the oldest school in existence
for the higher education of women. If there are institutions whose pio-
neer work date further back, an investigation: will show -that not one
of them possessed authority to confer degrees. The first college in the
world chartered for the express purpose of awarding diplomas to
women was undoubtedly historie old Wesleyan Female College at Macon.
Tt was only to a limited extent that public -attention, during the early
part of the last century, was directed to the educational needs of the
fair sex. At first the various Legislatures of the country were aversg,
to chartering even academies which were’ designed exclusively for women
and Georgia was one of the very first states to abandon this policy of

~
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discrimination. In 1827, the Legislature chartered ﬁhe first femalé
academy under state padtronage at ony Grovg now Commerce,
Georgia, in Jackson County, but it soon d to exist, The timé. was
not ripe for such an innovation. Col. Dun 9 ngpbell, of Wilkes,
was the pioneer champion in Geprgia of the new- crusade.’.™ "hen a
young man he taught a select school for girls in’ the town of ‘W'a/gh-
ington, and as early as 1825 he advocated in the State Regislature/ the
wisdom of charfé!’xg a college, but he failed of.success. In 1835, his
son-in-law, Daniel Chandler, made an address at the University of
Georgia, in which he made an eloquent pleg for the admission of the
fair sex to the same educational rights and privileges accorded to men
and he called attention to the fact that at this time.there ywas not a
college in thie world which conferred degrees upon women. The speech
of Mr. Chandler created a deep impression.

It also brought results. His views were heartily endorsed in Macon,*

and when a movement was launched to establish a female academy in

the young town, Rev. Elijah Sinclair suggested that the wide-awake

people of Macon build a female college instead. There came an imme-
diate response to his proposal. The Ocmulgee Bank agreed to sub-
seribe $25,000 to the fund, in the event the .Legislature granted the
charter, and other pledges of support were offered. The outcome was
that a charter was finally granted by the Legislature, on December 10,
1836, giving leggl existence to the Georgia Female College, the name
by which the pioneer school was first known.® In due time, the build-
ings were completed, on a scale somewhat extensive. There followed a
rush of patronage, but the great financial panic of 1837 involved some
of the largest subscribers. The builder closed his lien. The college
was put upon the market. At this stage of the proceedings, Dr. George
F. Pierce, afterwards bishop, stepped upon the scene, bought the col-
lege for Georgia Methodists, and, under the banner of the church, re-
organized it as the Wesleyan Female College. Without an endowment,
it was not an easy matter to keep the institution afloat. But friends
arose, and fortune smiled,

The first graduation exercises were held in 1840 and the
was awarded to a member of the class who afterwards ame Mrs.
Ketherine E. Benson. She was the first woman in the world to receive
a college degree. Bishop Pierce resigned in 1841. But he continued
to work for the college in the field. Dr. W. H. Ellison succeeded him.
Then came Dr. Edward H. Myers. Two other presidents next took
charge in succession, Dr. O. L. Smith and Dr. J. M. Bonnell. Finally,
the noted Dr. W. C. Bass was called to the helm, and for twenty-five
yedrs shaped the destinies of Wesleyan. It was during his administra-

* Chartered as the Georgia Female College, at Macon. The original trustces of
Wesleyan w..  James O. Andrew, Samuel K. Hodges, John W. Talley, Ignatius
A. Few, William J. Parks, Lovick Pierce, William Arnold, Alexander Speer, Thomas
Sinford, George F. Pierce, Elijah Sinclair, Henry G. Lamar, Jerry Cowles, Robert
C ,‘Qrge Jewett, Ossiun Gregory, Everard Hamilton, Henry Sol Augus-
tus B. Longstreet, Walter T. Colquitt, and James A, Nisbet. (Prince’s *‘Digest,”’
pp. 881-882,) - e

‘.

_\fﬁ



646 GEORGIA AND GEORGIANS .

tion thay Mr. George I. Seney, the noted philanthropist of New York,
befriended the institution. He first gave it $50,000, then he afterwards
increased this amount to $125,000. It may be stated in this connection
that one of the earliest benefactors of the college was a wealthy planter
of Houston County, Mr. James A. Everett. He first bought a number
of scholarshipe conditioned upon the adoption of the college by Georgia
Methodists. and then,,in 1845, he lifted a mortgage upon the institution
of $10,069. These benefactions, having been rendered at the start,
though small in amounts, were far-reaching in ultimate results. The
Seney gift was bestowed largely through the influence of Bishop Atticus
G. Haygdod, then president of Emory College at Oxford. In 1894 a
well equipped chemical laboratory was installed, chiefly through the
efforts of two members of the faculty, Prof. Charles O. Townsend and
Prof. Joseph T. Derry.” The present handsome four-story brick build-
ing was completed in 1900, and, in horor of Dr. J. W. Roberts, then
president of Weslevan, was christened Roberts Hall. Hon. Dupont
Guerry, a distipguished lawyer of Macon, was next called to the helm.
He was the first layman®o be vested with the duties of this high office,
and, though the institution prospered under Mr. Guerry, he returned
after a few years to the practice of his profession. Dr. W. N. Ains-
worth succeeded him; but resumed the pastorate in 1912. Dr. C. R.
Jenkins is the present executive head; and, under him, old Wesleyan
Female College is enjoying a degree of prosperity hitherto unknown.

-

i

"4 CHAPTER XXV

AN Ery oF Ramuway DEVELOPMENT—GEORGIA AcQuIrRes AT Tins Time
THE SoBriQUET BY Waicn Sue Is Topay Kxowx: tne EMPIRE
State oF THE Sourii—IN 1831 A Coxvextion Is HeLp aT EaTON-
roNn 10 Coysmer Works oF PusLic TMPROVEMENT—GEORGIA’S
Esguest Capraixs ofF IspusTry Benixp Tuis PloNEER MOVEMENT
—CANALS OR™ RAILROADS 9~SOME OR. THE DELEGATES WnHO AT-
TENDED—ROUTES REPCRTED, BUT No DEFINITE AcTioN TAKEN—THE
Irox Horsk as A Mormive Power oF CoMMERcE Is SooN RECOGNIZED—
Tre Georcia Raiwroap Is CHARTERED IN 1§33—I'rs INCEPTION AT
Arnens—ITs FirstBoaro or Directors—To CONNECT AUGUSTA

g wiTH - EATONTON, MADIsON, AND ATHENS—Two 'OTHER Crnarters
GRANTED 1N 1833—ONE 10 THE CENTRAL RAILROAD AND CaNarL Cox-
PANY FOR A LINE BETWEEN SaAvANNAH AND MACON—ONE TO THE
MoxroE RAILROAD FOR A LINE BETWEEN MacoxN aND ForsyrTn—
ATLANTA, THE OFFSPRING OF Ramwayvs—IHow GrorGiA’s FUTURE
CAPITAL STARTED—ORIGIN OF THE NAME ATLANTA—T10MAS BUTLER
KinG PrREpICTS A TRANSCONTINENTAL RamLway CoNNecTING THE Two
OceANs AND TrACES A RouTe oN THE Map—THis Forecast Is VERI-
FIED ALMOST TO THE LETTER.

Tt was in the year 1831 that Georgia first acquired the title by which
she is today known: the Empire State of the South. At this time the
steam locomotive was an experiment. Only one passenger train was
then in operation on this side of the Atlantic. running hetween Baltimore
and Washington. But Georgia, even at this carly day, was an exponent
of the new progress; and while still inclined to regard the Iron Horse
as a novelty, was eager to extend her industrial and commercial activi-
ties and to inangurate a system of internal improvements. Col itly,
in the fall'of 1831, we find an assemblage of Georgia’s captains of indus-
try meeting in the Town of Eatonton to discuss economic topics. Dele-
gates were present from every part of Georgia: and to the organized

« impulse created by this initial movement much of the stote’s develop-
ment in later years may be distinetly traced. The main question to be
decided was whether canals or railroads should he recommended.
Routes were reported for both, but no particular plan was recommended.
However, public opinion soon bhegan to crystallize strongly in favoy of
railroads. Steam-cars, even though of the.erudest pattern, offered de-
cided advantagi jver stage coaches as vehicles for travel; and these

‘wad ages became more and more apparent as time elapsed.

Bufbxgtn to the Eatonton convention. One of the most zealons
promoters o is project was Hon. Irby Hudson, hut he declined its
honors. Hon. Thomas Stocks, of Greene, was, on motiem-of Mr. Hud-
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son, elected president of the convention. Three secretaries were chosen,

to wit: William Turner, Sampson W. Harris, and William Wilkins.

On account of the vital bearing of" this pioneer convention upon the
future development of the state, its membership is herewith given in
full. The delegates in attendance were as follows:

Bibb—Oliver H. Prince and William B. Rogers. )

Butts—Irwin Case and James H. Starke. S

Campbell—Martin Cobb and E. B. Thompson.

Chatham—VWilliam B, Bulloch, Mordecai Myers, John C. Nicoll and
’l‘hdmas Young. i

" Columbia—Nathaniel Bailey, Edmund Bowdre, James ¥. Hamilton,
and George W, Hardwick.

Eftingham—Jéhn H. Hines and Clem Powers.

Fayette—Finley G. Stewart and Nathaniel Blanchard.

Greene—Thomas*Dawson, Thomas G. Janes, and Thomas Stacks.

Hancgck—Joel Crawford, John Graybill, James B. Ransom, and
William Terrell.

Ilnrrm—lhnr) J. Harwell.

Heard—William H. Houghton and John T. Leftwich.

Henry—Abner Davis, Francis C. Manson, and Amassa Spencer.

Jasper—William Burney, Eli Glover, Alexander McDonald and
William Williamson.

Jefferson—John H. Newton.

Jones—James Gray, Thomas Hamilton, and Thomas Moughon.

Liberty—John Dunwody and Charles West.

Meriwether—Alfred Wellborn.

Monmoe—Thomas N. Beall, George W. Gordon, and N. B. Williams.

Morgan—Stewar#Floyd, William Porter, John B. Walker, and John
Wingfield.

Muscogee—John Milton.

Newton—William D. Conyers, Charles H. Sanders, Josiah Pem

Pike—John Neal and John B. Bird.

Putnam—Henry Branham, Irby H. Hudson, L. W. Hudson, W. W
Mason, and James A. Meriwether. -

Richmond—William Cumming and Jolif “Moore.

Tallot—Samuel W. Flournoy and Charles Pate.

Taliaferro—Marcus Andrews, Absalom Janes and Simon Morris.

Twiggs—Nimrod W. Long, Stephen F. \h]ler, and Matthew Rob-
ertson.

Upson—James R, Cox and Moses Wheat.

Warren—Gray A. Chandler.

Washington—William Hurst.

Wilkinson—Thomas Gilbert. , "

~ To note the stimulating effect of this convention at Eatonton, su

plemented by the success of the Iror Horse as a motive power of cofh-
merce, there was a great demand for charters at the legislative session
of 1833 creating railroads. On December 21, 1838, a charter was
granted incorporating the Georgia Railrgad Company and giving ¥aid
corporation the power to construct either a rail or a turnpike road

£
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from the city of Augusta to pomts westward.® IU was planned to con-«
struct the main line to West Point and to run branch lisies to Madison,
Athens, and Eatonton. At the dxscrethlkof the incorporators, power
was granted to exténd these lines still furthe\\ 2
Simultaneously, two other charters were grnhted. ,tl(e indqméraling
the Central Railroad and Canal Company of Georgia, a line to rui
between Savannah and Macon; the other iucorporatini\the N )
Railroad, a line een. Macon and Forsyth.*® )
Work on the Géorgia Railroad began at once.t By 1837 a portion
of the road was finished and cars began to run carrying both freight
and passengers. Twa years later seventy-eiglit miles of track had been

"laid. In 1840 the road was completed to Madison and there was also
" a branch liné/to Athens. To quote a distinguished local historiah: §

““The @eorgia Railroad, one of the most important enterprises in
the state, had its inceptionin Athens, The first meeting was held here .
in June, 1833, with Mr, Asbury Hull as chairman, and later, durmg

the same year, he introduced in the Legislature a bill for its incorpora«— e

tion. Here for years the annual meetings of the road were held, and
all its directors welg Athens men until the line was CO.I;}Ple“?_d The 7
board of directors in 1835.wis composed as follows: James Camak,
William Williams, John ‘A. Cobb, Elizur L; Newton, Alexander B. Lin-
ton, James Shannon, W. M. Morton, and W. R. Cunningham. The road
was originally intended to run between Augusta and Athens, while a
branch line to Greensboro was contemplated. Subsequently the Greens-
boro branch became the main stem, extending to Atlanta, after which
Athens was left on the branch road.”

]

* Acts, 1833, pp. 256-268,

** Acts, 1833, pp. 246-255; pp. 238-245,

t According to the charter granted in 1833 to the Georgia Railroad Company,
books for subseription to the stock of the company were to be opened in the follow-
ing places, to wit:

In Athens, by William Williams, James Camak, Stevens Thomas and William
Dearing, for 2,500 shares.

In Eaton, by Josiah Flournoy, Henry Branhim, C. P. Gordon and Irby Hudson,
for 2,500 shares.

In Madison, L. Johnson, E. A. Nisbet, A. G. Saffold and J. B. wgor 2,000
shares. ; ;

In Greensboro, by N. Lewis, Thomas Stocks, Thomas Cunning‘ nd W C.

Dawson, for 1,500 shares.

In Sparta, by William Terrell, Joel Crawford, W. H. Sayre and Charles E. Haynes,
for 1,000 shares.

In Warrenton, by Thomas Gibson, Henry H. Lockhart, Gray A. Chandler lnd
Solomon Lockett, for 1,000 shares.

In Crawfordville, by Absalom Janes, John Mercer, Henry B. Thompson and
Archibald Gresham, for 500 shares.

In Augusta, by Thomas Cumming, Wm, H. Turpin, Wm. C. Micou and John W.
Wilde, for 1,500 shares,

In Washington, by D. P. Hillhouse, Samuel Barnett, Joseph W. Robinson and
L. 8. Brown, 2 1,000 shares.
w In Luing':on, John Moore, John Banks, Joseph H. Lumpkin and Edward Cox,
f0r.1,000 shares.

Mg, by Thomas ?'. Hamilton, Archer Avery, Watt Collins and Wensley
Hobby, for 1,000 shares. )

$“‘ Annals of Athens,’’ p. 100, s o~

. .
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William W. Gordon, of Savannah, was the” first president ef the
Central of Georgia. To this far-sighted captain of industry, Georgia .
owes a debt of gratitude which time cannot diminish,"\This line, 190

_ miles in léngth, was completed to Macon in 1843, and was at_this time

the longest line in the world built and owned by one:corporation.*

The Monroe road from Macon to Forsyth was*completed in 1838.1

Great enthusiasm wmarked the progress of railroad building in
Georgia; and whenever a train for the first time entered a new depot
the occasion “was signalized by grét speech-making.. Madison, Macon
and Forsyth all held mammoth receptions in honor of the Iron Horse.
Homes were illuminated, bonfires were kindled, holiday decorations
were displayed, and from all the countryside thousands of pecple
flocked to witness the strange spectacle and to éxperience the acute
thrill of a new sensation. ~Even in this age of scientific marvels, the
locomotive engine, as a manifestation of power, has not ceased to e an
object bf ¢ompelling interest. "

To connest these various lines of railway with the great interior
of the’ continent, Georgia herself, in a largely attended convention at
Macon, decided to construct a line running northward, through the
newly acquired country 6f the Cherukees; and, accordingly, on Decem-
ber 2], 1836, an act of the Legislature was approved by Governor
Schley, authorizing a line to be surveyed from the Tennessee River at
Chattanooga, to the southwestern bank of the Chattahioochee River,
at a point best suited for running: branches to various towns within the
sta, A survey of the proposed route was made in 1837 by Stephen
H. Long, the engineer-in-chief. Finding no point on eithier bank of
the river suited to the purpose, Mr. Long located the terminus of the
proposed line at a point seven miles to the cast of the stream. But with
respect to the possibilities of the site he was always a skeptic. Not a
dollar of his own money went to purchase a lot; nor did he advise any
of his friends to buy. However, there was a great political seer who,
tarrying at the place one day, observed the topography of the land-
scape and predicted for the young village a future of wonderful
growth. It was an instance of far-sightedness in keeping with the
character of the illustrious stateman, who was none other than John C.
Calhoun, of South Carolina. The earliest name given to the pioneer
settlement which arose in the virgin forest at this point was Terminus;
and the first settler to brave the solitude of the wilderness was Hardy
Ivy, who purchased a tract of land on which he built a shanty, in 1836,
before the town was surveyed. To the memory of this pioneer citizen
one of thesprincipal streets of the village was afterwards named. Ar

* “‘History of Georgia,’' Lawton B. Evans, p. 241,

t According to the charter granted in 1833 to the Monroe Railroad Company,
books for subscription were to be opened at the following places, to wit:

At Forsyth, by Elias Beall, Angus M. D. King, Henry H. Lumpkin, Jesse Dunn
and Cyrus Sharp, for $£100,000.

At Cullodenxille, in Monroe « 7, by John H. Persons, Arthur Ginn and James
Banks, for $%5,000,

At Stalling’s Store g Monroe County, by Wm. Stallings, John H. Greene and
Mede Lessetre, for $25,000. &

At Macon, by Hugh Craft, Alfred Clopton and Robert A. Beall, for QS0,000.,\
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other very early resident was John Thrasher, whose genial and open
manner of address earned him the sobriquet of *‘Cousin John,”” but
he was not cast in the molds of the old patriarch Job and losing pa-
tience he removed to Griffin. The only building of two stories in the
place for quite a while was the wooden structure in which the chief
engiheer’s office was located. Here in the capacity of a bookkeeper, then
unknown to fame, was a young man of slender figure but of intellectyal
cast of features, destined to become the chief justice of Georgia, and
to give his name to one of the great counties of the commonwealth:
Judge Logan E. Bleckley.

At first the growth of the settlement was slow. But with the prog-
ress of work on the, various lines which were then creeping slowly
toward the foothills, to meet a line from Chattanooga, it became evi- ,
dent to many that Some day a metropolis was destined to occupy this
importayt strategic site. By 1842, the work of building the state road
was completed to"Mariétta. At this stage it was necessary to test the
track. Accordingly an engine, drawn by sixteen mules, was brought
across the country from Madison, sixty miles distant, to Terminus,
where it was placed upon the new iron rails. Hundreds of the hill
people flocked to Atlanta to witness the novel experiment; and, with
William F. Adair at the throttle, the initial trip ‘was successfully made.
The effect was pronounced. There seemed to be an impartation of
electrical energy to the population. It was the first distinct sign of

what in after years was called ‘‘the Atlanta spirit.”’ Scores of people #

flocked to the village, stores multiplied, churches arose, and finally, in
1843, the old name was discarded for Marthasville. Hon. Wilson Lump-
kin, an ex-governor«f the state, was at this time one of the commis-
sioners appointed to supervise the building of the Western and Atlantic
Railroad. In co-operation with Charles F. M. Garnett, chief engineer,
he made a resurvey of the land, and, after fixing a site for the depot,
negotiated with the owner, Mr. Samuel Mitchell, for enough property
to afford terminal facilities. The latter deeded to the state five acres
of ground, for which he refused to accept compensation, an act of-gen-
erosity today memorialized in the street v-‘&ﬁh bears his name. Sev-
eral land lots, at the same time, were laid off, and one of these, at the
corner of Peachtree and Decatur, was purchased by George W. Collier,
who held it until his death more than fifty years later. The prominent
part taken by Governor Lumpkir, in laying off the young town, cre-
ated a sentiment in favor of naming the town for him; but he discour-
aged the movement, Nevertheless,,it was named for his youngest
daughter, Martha.

The year 1844 was signalized by the coming,of Jonathan Norcross,
a native of New England. He built the first planing mill, a crude affair
i which the motive power was furnished by a blind mule, but it marked
the beginning of the future metropolis. When a‘post office was ests
lished, the duty of handling the mail fell to George W. Collier, who
lived on the outskirts of the town. Declining to sell any of the property
which he subsequently acquired, Mr. 'Colliy'awnited developments. “He
built the Aragon Hotel to control the drift of population northward,
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and died the owner of prope;'ty worth millions., One of the origimal
Collier land lots has since been converted into the E)en’utiful residential
area known as Ansley Park. \\

e N Y

Some of the profits made in real estate by the far-gighted »i{l\’e;ﬁbrs
shrewd enough to read the leaves of the Sibyls at this eerly day"sound
like the yarns of¢Sinbad the Sailor, but they possess the literalism"of
truth. In the beginning tracts of land were purchased for old shot-
guns which were soon afterwards worth a king’s ransom. But prices
were soon advanced. The arrival of the Georgia Railroad in 1845 con-
tributed to this end. It was another energizing factor in the growth of
the town. /On board the train was Hon. J. P. King, of Augusta, a pio-
neer in‘“railway building, afterwards United States sepator from
Georgia. The conductor oun the tzain was George W. Adair, a man
destined to become identified for half a century with the material de-
velopment of tae town. It is quite an amusing episode in the life of

. Colonel Adair, who exemplified the typical virtues of the Scotch-Irish-
man, that when use of tickets was introduced on the Georgia Rail-
road, he considered it ap imputation upon his integrify and. refused
to pull the Bell cord any longer. In 1846, the line from Macon was
completed and the young town became the converging center of three
separate lines of railway, each in itself an important asset.

With metropolitan prospects looming ahead, another name was
needed to meet the demands of the growing community; and, on De-
cember 29, 1847, an act was passed by the Legislature incorporating
the ‘““City of Atlanta.”” The next) year, George W. Collier lost his
official head as postmaster, He was an avowed democrat. Conse-
quently, with the election of the Whig candidate for President, General
Taylor, he was forced to retire. Ilis successor was Jonas S. Smith,
a merchant, who held the office for two years, resigning it in 1851 to
Dr. George G. Smith, a physician, whose son of the same name, after-
wards the distinguished historian and minister, became his clerk. The
post office was then in the little angle i:ade by the intersection of what
is now Edgeworth Avenue with Decatur Street, and it paid a salary
of $600. The first charter of Atlanta was drawn by Judge John Col-
Lier. The first house of religious worship in the town stoed at the cor-
ner of Houston and Peachtree streets, in the neighborhood of what is
now the Candler Building, and was used as a day school during the
week. Rev. John S. Wilson, D.D., afterwards pastor of the First Pres-
byterian Church, preached the earliest sermon to which the villagers
listened, but the little building was not the property of any one par-
ticular denomination. The first mayor of Atlanta was Moses W,
Formwalt.®

Concerning ‘the origin of the name “Atlanta,”’ there is quite a
divergence of opinion. Some derive it from the middle name of Martha
Lumpkin,_ Others trace it to the heathen goddess who was fleet of foot.

« ™ In faet, there is quite a literature on the subject. But after carefully

» Wlﬂ‘o P. Reed, in ‘‘History of Atlanta’’; E. Y. Clarke, in *‘Illustrated His-
tory of Atlants,’’ and Thomas H. Martin, in ‘‘ Atlanta and Jtg Builders.’’
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si(ling the, evidence, gathered from various sources, the facts seem to
be these: In 1545, when the Georgia Railroad was first completed to
Atlanta, Mr. Richard Peters, one of the earliest pioneers and one of the
most substantial citizens of the town, approached Mr. J.- Edgar Thomp-
son, the chief engineer of the new road, requesting him to suggest a
substitute for the name of Marthasville. His objection to the name
was that it took too long to pronounce it; but the desire for a change
was quite general, due to one reason or another, some conte uding that
it was too suggestive of village ways. Mr. Thompson pmmnsed to give
the matter thought. In the course of time Séveral letters were ex-
changed upon the subject, but at last the problem was happily solved
by the following paragraph: .

“Eureka!™ wrote Mr Thompmn ““I have found it! Atlantic,
masenline ; \!I,mtn feminine-—a coined word, but well adapted.”’

It caught the faney of t%2 whole town. At once the citizens began .

to use it, and, long before it was conferred by eharter from the Legisla-

ture, it was appffed to thedepot.  Mr. Peters, when still in vigorous -

health, was asked in 1887, to reduce to writing his recollection of the
circumstances under which Atlanta was named, and he cited the fore-
woing particnlars,

There is no doubt that the nickname of Martha Lumpkin was
Atafanta. It is also quite likely that Mr. Thompson, who was an edu
cated man, possessed some knowledge of Greek mythology; but the
prohabilities are that the process by which he arrived at the derivation
of the word was wholly disconneeted with either of these sources. He
simply coined it from the word Atlantie. The railway enterprise of
the time was to sonncet. the uplands with the Atlantic seaboard; and,
moreover, the young town wis a terminal point of the Western and
Atlantic Railroad. So the elements which entered into the naming of
Atlanta are doubtless all here in solution. Martha Lumpkin, now Mrs.
Compton, is still living, 1916. Iler life has been wonderfully pre-
served: and, though verging upon the century mark, she is an active
old lady, \nth eyes still bright.  Long ago she expressed a desire to be
buried in Atlanta, and when the end comes she will ke laid to rest in
Oakland cemetery, where a splace has been reservef for, her in the
shudow of the Confederate monument.®

“ Situated on the foot-hills.of the Blue Ridge #t a point seven miles to the east
of the Chattahoochee River, n stream which at this point is not open to navigation,
Atlanta is an inland city in the most restricted sense of the term. But the high
#levation of the town—1,100 feet above the level of the sea—its fine natural drainage
aml its splendid climate, have supplied compensating assets. Such a thing as an
epitlemic has never been known in Atlanta, though her Rates have always been opened
to refugees from less favored latitudes. The gentle ridges on which the town is
built form a_watershed between the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico; and
there are not a few lots so located that when it rains the water falling in the front

© ¥ard is destined to reach the Gulf, while the water 7alling in the rear is carried

through a labyrinth of streams to an outlet on the Atlantic Ocean, in the harbor at
Darien.  However, the chief factors in Atlanta’s pbenomeul zrowth are the railway
“lines jwhich converge at her civie center, there forming a -ub of steel, from the

bi-focal points of which they radiate in every direction,
|

'
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To one of the wealthy sea-island cotton plwters of Georgia belongs -

the credit of having first conceived the idea“of &n immense_trunk line
to connect the two oceans. This fnr-sxghted man_was Thomas Butler

ng, a resident of St. Simon’s Island. ; He was ‘the nMcate ot
trnnsconunental railway to extend from Brunswick, C?omln to” Sén

Diego, California. The suggestion doubtless originated in his own vash -
" and lucrative operations as a planter and in his perfectly naturdl desire

to market his crops to ¥ best advantage. He realized far in advance
of his time the importance to the South of cultivating trade relations
with the Orient. So impressed was he with-the wisdom of the proposed
route that he delivered a number of speeches upon the subject both in
and out of Congress and wrote a numbér of articles for the press. -He
was a man whosge reputation was countrywide and whose influence was
felt in national affgirs. There is no doubt that he helped to mold public
opinion and to pave the way for the final Sonsummation of the stupen-
dons project. But the iron horse as a factor in commerce was still
new. The popular mind was almost dazed by the thought of such an
undertaking. ’

As early as 1849 Mr. ﬂmg sat for his portrait. It is still in exist-
ence and represents him with peficil in hand demonstratmg on a globe

the advantages of the proposed route and indicating the various points’

through which the line was to pass. He was willing for posterity to sit
in judgment upon him, and for this reason he was not loath to be iden-
tified with his favorite scheme upon the enduring canvas. Today the
continent is spanned by four magnificent highways of steel. With the
building of the new line from Birmingham to Brunswick, his dream was
literally fulfilled, save only in one particul Los Angeles, instead of
San Diego, was made the terminal point on the far Pacific slope. But
when the idea of a transcontinental railway was first advanced, Los
Angeles was only an obscure-little pueblo where Indian trails crossed
and was not dignified with a place on the map until fifty years later,
Over the grave of Mr. King, on St. Simon’s Island, the leaves have
fallen for more than half a century; but his judgment has been tri-
umphantly vindicated. It is an item of some interest to note in this

center was represented by Mr. King in Congress, first from

1843, and afterwards from 1845 to 1849; and that during a part

time two of his brothers, Andrew and Henry, were in Congress with
him' as representatives from other states. He resigned his seat in Con-
gress in 1849 to become collector of the Port of San Francisco. Mr.
Hing was a native of Massachusetts. He was at one time sent to Europe
by the United States Government in the interest of direct trade between
the two opposite shores of the North Atlantic.

connection that the district of which Brunswick is the chief comﬁ '
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CHAPTER XXVI

Georaiy To Be DisTursep No Loxcer BY Her ANcient FoEs oF THE
Forest—AT THE CLOSE OF GOVERNOR GILMER'S ADMINISTRATION, IN
1539, Two CanpipaTES ENTER THE FiELD—CHARLES J. McDoNALD,
Tie U'N1oN Party CANDIDATE—CHARLES DOUGHERTY, THE STANDARD-
Bearer oF THE STATE RicuTERs—JUDGE McDoNALD Wins—NeEw
Covsties  CRESTED—DADE AND. CHATTOOGA—FINANCIAL DEPRES-
SI0N—(EORGIA BANKS SUSPEND SPECIE PAYMENT—WIDESPREAD SUF-
FERING FoLLOWs—LEGISLATIVE REMEDIES—THE GEORGIA HISTORICAL
SocleTy  INCORPORATED—CHARTER = MEMBERS—THE PRESIDENTIAL
('ampaioy oF 1840—OxNE LoNg To BE REMEMBERED—IT MARKS THE
Rise or THE Oup Wi Party Our oF A CoariTioN oP ALL THE ELE-
"MENTS ANTAGONISTIC TO ANDREW JACKSON—MOST OF THE ADVO-
CcATES oF EXTREME STATE Ri6hnts FALL INTOo Line UNDER THIS BAN-
~vER—GEN, WiLniax Hexry HarrisoN Is NOMINATED BY THE WHIGS
—PresibeNt VAN Buren Is RENaAMED BY THE DEMoCRATS—HARD
Ciner—"*TirrecANOE AND TYLER, To0o."’—LoGg CaBiN BUTTONS AND
BapGes—AN INcIDENT OF THE CaMPAIGN—THE WHic Party Suc-
CESSFUL—GOVERNOR McDoNALD, A JacksoN1an Democrat, -Is Nor
C‘omrorTED By« THESE RETURNS, EsrecianLy Since Winnnam C.
Dawsox Is His OrroNENT IN THE FaLn op 1841—But GOVERNOR
McDoxarp Is Re-eLecTep By A HanpsoMe MaJoriTy, DESPITE THE
Recext TrivMpH oF WHIG PRINCIPLES—BREAKERS AHEAD—GOVER-
~Nor McDoxatp's Crasy WITH THE LEGISLATURE—THE Story ToLp
ny Ilis GraNpsoN, JupGe ATKINSON—DR. STepHEN ELuioTT, OF
Sovrir CaroLiNy, Becomes THE First Biswor or THE EriscoraL
Cueren 18 Georaia—His EMINENT SPIRITUAL AND INTELLECTUAL
Grrrs—Bistop JAMES O. ANDREW'S OWNERSHIP OF SLAVE PROPERTY
Rexps American MeTHopisM 1N 1844—The Story Torp By Doctor
SwiTi. : -
Grorgia was to be disturbed no longer by her ancient foes of the

forest.  Both the Creeks and the Cherokees had now vanished into the

Golden West: and at last the frontier settlements could taste the sweets

of repose, a luxury to whieh they had long been strangers. George R.

Gilmer, in the fall of 1837, was again called to the executive helm. He

‘had served the state as chief magistrate from 1829 to 1831; but it was

during his second administration as governor that the final deportation

of the Indians had oceurred. During this interval there were also two

counties created.  Dade was laid off from Walker in 1837 and named

for Maj. Franeis Langhorne Dade, of tl;e FEnited States army, whe was

killed by the Seminole Indians in Florida in December, 1835, Chat-

tooga was formed out of Walker and Floyd in 1838 and named for the
656 !
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Chattooga River. Toward the close of Governor Gilmer's tenure of
officé two candidates entered the field Charles J. “MeDonald, of Bibb,
formerly a judge of the Flint Cjrcuit, “u\the standard-bearer of the
union party, while Charles Dougherty, of Clarke,"#n emipefft lawyer,
was again supported in a vigoroilis but unsucceasful ﬁght by the extreme
advocates of state rights. L
Governor McDonald entered upon his duties as chx}( magmtrau in
1839. It was a n of great finaneial distress. Wildeat speculations

oL et vt ol bt S L Sk, o

had produced unsettled business conditions, impaired credit, entailed )

litigation, and resulted in a general Scarcity of money.. Cotton dropped
to a price lower than its cost of production, while supplies which the
farmer was in the habit of buying became correspondingly dear. Some
of the lgat people of Georgia were burdened with heavy debts; and to
add to thé:hardships of a situation alrendy grievous enough the Georgia
banks all suspended specie payments '

\\'1despm:3 suffering followed. As a means of relief, the chuht
ture of 1839 passed a law forbidding these banks to'sell exchange at a

still more drastic, requmag all banks in suspension to resume specie
payment ; and if any bank failed to comply with this demand its charter
was to be forfeited.®
On Decembér 19, 1839, an act was approved incorporating the
Georgia Historical Society, at Savannah, with the following charter
members:t  John MacPherson Berrien, James M. Wayne, M. H.
MecAllister, I. K. Tefft, William B. Stevens, George W. Hunter, Henry
K. Preston, William Thorne Williams, Charles S. Henry, John C.
Nicoll, William Law, Robert M. Charlton, Richard D. Arnold, A. A.
Smets,- John W. Anderson, William B. Bulloch, Joseph G. Binney,
William H. Bulloch, Joseph B. Burroughs, John Balfour, William P.
Bowen, T. B. Bartow, James Barnard, Morgan Brown, George B. Cum-
ming, Solomon Cohen, Joseph Cumming, D. C. Campbell, James Ham-
ilton” Couper, William A. Carruthers, William H. Cuyler, Edward
Coffee, William Crabtree, Jr., Archibald Clark, William Dunecan, Wil-
liam ‘C. Daniell, George M. Dudley, J. Delamotta, Jr., . h S. Fay,
Samuel H. Fay, William B. Fleming, James F. Grimn,xwﬂ Haber-
sham, William N. Habersham, Joseph C. Habersham, Edward J. Har-
den, S. L. W. Harris, George Jones, Joseph W. Jackson, P. M. Kollock,
George J. Kollock, Ralph King, Thomas Butler King, William Mc¢Whir,
John B. Mallgrd, John Millen, William H. Miller, C. McArdell, James
8. Morel, M. Myers, John F. O'Neil, Edward Neufville, E. A. Nisbet,
A. G. Oemler, A. Porter, Thomas Paine, John F. Posey, Willard Pres-
ton, Edward Padelford, Thomas Purse, R. W. Pooler, William Robert-
son, L, O. Reynolds, J. Bond Read, R. H. Randolph, F. M. Robertson,
George Schley, James Smith, William H. Stiles, Benjamin E. Stiles,
Joseph L “haffer, Charles Stephens, William P. White, John E. Ward,
and George Whne
Jadhe prealdeptial campaign of 1840 was one long to be remembered.

* Acts, 1840, p. 27. P
t Acts, 1839, p. 132,

e

g

.. higher rate than.2 per cent and imposing upon them other restric- -
tions. | The Legul':!ure of 1840 repealed this act, but péssed a measure
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It was at this time that the national rcpublicea party, in quest of a
name, went back to Revolutionary days and chese one' whose meaning
was full of defiance to kingly oppression—that of whig. To this organ-
Lization helonged such men as Henry Clay, Daniel Webster, Gen. Zach-
ary Taylor, Gen. Willidm Henry Harrison, John Tyler and others. It
arose out of a coalition of the various elements antagonistic to Andrew
Jackson.  The old state rights party of Georgia fell into line and from
this time on displayed a whig banner. Some of the leading men of the
state adopted its tenets, among them, Alexander H. Stephens, Robert
Toombs, John MacPherson Berrien, William C. Dawson, and others.
The adherengs of Jackson styled themselves Jackson demoerats, but
traced political descent back to Thomas Jefferson,
In fhe campaign of 1840 the whigs pominated William Henry Har-
' rison, of Ohio, for President, and John Tyler, of Virginia, for Vice
’ President.  The Jacksonian demoerats nominated Mnrtin Van Buren
> for re-clection.

This was one of the most dranftic campaigns in the history of
American politics.  General Harrison was a suceessful Indian fighter,
with tln prestige of a brilliant military career. “Tlppecanoe and Tyler,
too!"" beeame a popular slogan. It was even set to music and inspired
a host of campaign songs. General Harrison’s home on the frontier was
a log ¢abin, where, in hours of relaxation, his favorite pastime was mak-
ing hard cider.  Log cabin buttons and badges were used in this cam-
paign with tremendous effect. Ience, too, the descriptive phrase, ‘‘hard
cider,” sometimes applied. But the log eabin device was a master stroke,

It carried a powerful appeal to the average voter’s heart and home.
{* During the summer of 1840 a great Harrison convention was held at
Macon. It brought together an immenge crowd, perhaps the largest up
to this time ever assembled in Georgia. Says a writer:* “ There were
not then many miles of railroad leading into Macon and people came long

distances on horseback and in carriages and wagons. Some made log "

cabins, mounted them on wheels and drove fifty to eighty miles, living
in them while on the way.” Harrison and Tyler swept the state by
8,000 majority and were given Georgia’s eleven electoral’ votes, to cast
which the following electors were chosen: From the state at large,
George R. Gilmer and Andrew J. Miller; district electors, D. L. Climch,
William Ezzard, J. W. Campbell, C. B. Strong, Joel Crawford, E. Wim-
berly, Charles Dougherty, J. Whitehead, and Seaton Grantland.t

But General Harrison died within a month after taking the oath_of
oftice and was succeeded by Vice President John Tyler, of Virginia.

Governor MeDonald was a Jacksonian democrat. This whig vie--

tory, therefore, was not an umen from which he derived much comfort
as a candidate for re-election to the governorship, especially”since his
vnmp(‘tltor was William C. Dawson, one of the leaders of the whig party
in Georgia, then a member of Congress. *But in the fall of 1841 Gov-
=~ ernor McDonald's vigorous administration was given a superb endorse-
ment.  Ile was re-clected to office by a handsome majority, in the face
of what seemed to be a pronounced whig sentiment in the state.
— ) i : 17"
/" Higtory of Georgia,"” L. B. Evans, p. 244.
' }-anm;ln ‘s ** Biographieal Annals of the U. 8. Govt.,"’ pp. 526-528,

&

; _’ the counties of the State to retain the general tax, the same to be ap-
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But there were breakers ahead. In his message to the Legislature
_of 1841, Governor McDonald sounded an unéquivocal notes, But we will
& let a former-Supreme Court judge tell the story of tlusMSa)s
Judge Spencer R. Atkinson, a grandson of Governot McDonald, and (
‘  himself a man of distinguished attainments in Georgia’s public' lifes®
{‘Governor McDonald came into office under trying cireumstancds.
The State treasury was empty. The evil effects of the great panic of
1837 were still pressing upon the pégple, like a nightmare. The great
work of building the Western and Atlantic Railroad was languishing.
The public debt had been increased to one million dollars—an epormous
sum in those days. Worst of all, the State credit was at a low cbb,
because of the protest of an obligation of three hundred thousand dol-
lars, which had been contracted by the Central Bank under authority of
the General Assembly of (.-onrgxa Commerce and business generally
were parglyzed. 1In 1837 the Legislature had passed mn act allowing

plied by the inferior courts to countw purposes. As might have been
expected, the counties frittered away the money. The bank was nearly
destroyed by putllng upon;it a hlll‘(lelwlllch did not belong to it, and
the State was left without resource or credit.”

. “‘Governor McDonald had inherited from his Scotch ancestors a lmrd
head and a sound judgment. Never did he need his inherent qualities
more than he did in the situation which then confronted him. He first
recor ended that the State resume the entire amount of the State tax
which had been given to the counties, with but little bencfit to them
and greatly to the injury of the State. This recommendation prevailed,
and a law was enacted ordering the State tax to be turned into the
treasury. Almost immediately following this necessary action, the
Legidlature, in 1841, passed an Act reducing the taxes of the State
twenty per eent. This Act Governor McDonald promptly vetoed, with
an argument brief and pointed, and a statement which made his veto
message unanswerable. He had been re-elected in 1841 and, on Novem-
ber 8, 1842, in his annunal message urging upon the Legislature the only
effective remedy for relieving the State from. its difficulties, he used
these words: ‘The difficulty should be met at once. Iad there been
no Central Bank the expense of the government must have been met
by taxation. These expenses have been paid by the Central Bank and
have become a legitimate charge upon taxation. This must be the resort,
or the government is inevitably dishonored. The public faith must be
maintained, and to pause to discuss the question of preferences between
taxation and*dishonor would be to cast a reflection upon the character
of the people, whose servants we are.’

‘“The issue was joined. The Legislature had rejected a measure call-
ing for additional taxation to meet these just claims. The session was
near its close. It was evident that unless some drastic action was taken-
the Legislature would adjourn, leaving an obligation of one hundred
thousand dollars nnmet.  Govi.cor McDonald acted with firmness and
promptness. *He shut the doors of the treasury in the face of the mem-
bers of tiie General &mw of Georgia. - Great excitement followed.

——

*‘“Men of Mark in Georgia,’” Northen. Sketch of Governor McDonald. Ll

-
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The members of the Legislature denounced him as a tyrant worse than
Andrew Jackson, who had gone beyond the limits of reason. Even his
pulitical friends, alarmed at the storm which had been raised, urged
him to recede from his position and to rescind his ordeér to the Treas-
" urer.  He absolutely refused. As a result, the necessary bill was finally
pessed, and at the next session he was able to report an improved con-
dition of the finances and a revival of confidence in the Central Bank.
It was without doubt a most fortunate thing for (GGeorgia at this critical
period in the history of the State that a man of Governor McDonald’s
firmness, prudence, and business sagacity was at'the head of affairs.””
In 1840 a new judicial cirenit was created, called the Southwestern,
of which William Taylor was the first judge elected.

N —

Episcopacy was at a lowszbb in Georgia at the close of the Revolu-
tion, due to the surviving animosities of a protracted war with England.
Nor was it until Sixty yeawg had elapsed that the Episcopal Church in
Georgia, though identified with the colony’s infant struggles, became
sufficiently strong to form a separate and independent jurisdiction.
But in 1841 the Episcopal diocese of Georgia was organized with Dr.
Stephen Elliott, a native of South Carolina, as its first bishop. This
beloved prelate came of a family renowned for its contributions to
scientific thought. Possessing rare gifts as an organizer, he grounded
the activities of the church upon a firm basis and by his magnetic per-
sonality, eloquence and holiness of life made converts of thousands.
He retained his oversight of the diocese for twenty-five years.

One of the tall landmarks of Georgia Methodism at this time wu‘

Bishop James O] Andrew, whose ownership of slave property was a
bone of contention in the faitious General Conference of 1844 at Balti-
more. Here occurred the unfortunate schism which split the great
Methodist Church in twain, sixteen years in advance of the Civil war.
Dr. George (3. Smith, in his excellent life of Bishop Andrew, narrates
the story as follows:

‘‘Before Bishop Andrew went to the West, he had made an engage-
ment to marry Mrs, Leonora Greenwood, of G boro, Ga. The
condition of his family, and +his long absences from ‘home, made this a
necessary act; so, without undue haste, and, with great discretion, he
had selected a second companion. She was very attractive in person,
beautirul in manners, gentle in spirit, and deeply though undemon-
stratively pious. After the marriage, he conveyed to his wife, in due
form of law, all the rights in her property which the fact of marriage
nad given him as her husband. When Mrs. Andrew died, in 1854, the
law reinvested him with rights in this same property, but he prpmptly
dispossessed himself the second time, and turned it all over to her chil-
dren. Bishop Andrew did not expect trouble from this marriage, and
there were good reasons why he did not ; for he himself had been a slave-
holder for several years prior to this, in the very same way that he
was now—through his wife. ;

**Dr. Olin, who was highly esteemed at the North and even in New
England, had owned slaves and, having sold them; had the proceeds of

|

.

. the sales still in his possession. The General Conference appointed slave-
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holders, such men as Dr. Capers, to positions of distinction and trust;
and only eight years' before had strongly condemned the societies of
Abolitionism ; and many of the extreme men o w England-had actu-
ally left the Church and formed another counectiou:.\h’:ttﬁl:r e spirit
nor~the letter of the law of the Church had been b £ 0n what
ground, then, could he suppose that this ‘marriage with an elegant and

-pious lady, who happened to own a few slaves, would call forthya tem- %,

pest of such violence as tagestroy the unity of the Church?

““The fact is, he did not dream of such a result. Nor was he aware
of any excitement on the subject until he reached Baltimore in April,
when on his way to the General Conference in New York in May. Here
he learned of the intense excitement caused by the news that one of the
Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church owned slaves, and received
the' first intimation that it ‘would be a matter for investigation. He
possessed a woman's delicacy of feeling, ang to have his private affairs

discussed by the General Conference was abhorrent“to his very soul.

He resolved to resign, and so expressed himself, both in Baltimore and
in New York. - This resolution, however, he did not executé, for the
reason that the Southern delegates demurred in formal resolutions and
urged him not to do 8o, on the ground that it would inflict an infurable
wound on the whole South, and inevitably lead to division. .
“‘Resignation now became almost an impossibility ; and when it was
intimated that he had broken faith and must either resign or be de-
posed, then resignation was entirely out of the question. The issue had
to come. The mass of the Northern preachers were opposed to slavery,
but they were not abolitionists. They found themselves hard put to
defend themselves; and when it was known that a Bishop was a slave-
holder they felt that they were in a sad predicament. Accordingly,
Alfred Griffith and John Davis, two members of the Baltimore Confer-
ence, were put forward to lead the attack. They introduced a resolu-
tion declaring, among other things, that Bishop Andrew was nominated
by the slave-holding States in the Conference because he was not a slave-

“ holder; and that, having become one,® ‘Therefore be it Resolyed, That

James O. Andrew be affectionately requested to resign.’

‘‘This precipitated the issue. The discussion was Christian in spirit
and courteous in language, to which, however, there were some &
tions. ‘To ask him to resign was so painful to many who did not*;gl
slaveholder in office that Mr. Finley, of Ohio, introduced his famous sub-
stitute, declaring that it was the sense of the General Conference that
he desist from the exercise of the office of Bishop so long as the impedi-
ment remained. Mr. Finley was Bishop Andrew’s personal friend and
offered the substitute, believing it to be less offensive to the Southern
delegates than the original resolution. But it was really more offensive,
because, -since it could not consistently remove the impediment, it
amounted to permanent deposition. No man in the Conferenge was more

‘strongly attached to Bishop Andrew, perhaps, than Dr. Olin. The

night before he wa. 2 speak he visited the Bishop and told him the course
. e .
R
» Bcuw'lom an old 'ady of Augusta bequeathed to Bishop Andrew
a mulatto girl in t until she was nineteen, when, with her consent, she was to be
‘sported to Liberia. But the girl refused to go or to accept freedom..

.
‘-

.
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Le intended to take, and why he would take it. He would advocate the
substitute; for if it were not passed New England would withdraw, and
there would be division and disintegration everywhere‘h.: the ' North.
But, if it were passed, the South would depart; and there would be
union and peace throughout her borders. K

““The debate continued for several days. Among the Southern dele-

sippi, Dr. Pi¢rce and Judge Longstreet, of Georgia, and Dr. William
Capers, of South Carolina. Others took part, but these were the giants.
On the opposite side were also arrayed men of strong intellect, includ-
ing Dr. Olin. Strong efforts were made to stay the tide, but all in vain.
On the first of June the vote was taken on the substitute of Mr. Finley,
and 111 were for, while only 69 were against it. This was virtual depo-
sition.  Grieved, but not*surprised, Bishop Andrew left for his home in
Georgia.  One man frgm the North, who was a tower of strength, stood
by him shoulder to shoulder in all this'conflict. It was Joshue Séule,
the senior Kishop of the Church, Born and reared in Maine, living in
Ohio, never a sluvuuhadcr, nor a pro-slavery man, with every interest to
bind him to the section in which he lived, he yet came to the South, be-
cause he believed the South was right. :
“Before.the General Conference adjourned the question of division
Wwas virtually settled; and with great unanimity the Annual Conference
at the Sonth appointed delegates to meet in convention at Louisville
the following May. The South did not really desire division, !;ut after
the course of the General Conference it was evident that separate or-
ganization was the only way of preserving Methodism in this section—
the only way of holding the Master to the Church and of carrying the
Gospel to the slave. It was division or death. At the appointed:time
the convention met.  Bishops Andrew, Soule, and Marris were all there;
action was unanimous; and a call was issued to elect delegates to a Gen-
eral Conference to meet in Petersburg, Va., the following May. No

doctrine was changed, no policy altered, no usages, rites, or customs.
modified; and after this convention the Bishops of the Methodist Epis- |

copal Church resolved to withdraw from the South and leave the whole
territory “to the new orgamization.. Thus the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, came into existence; and tht’,_%eueml' Conférence at
Petershurg did but little more than adjust itself to the changed condi-
tion of affairs, elect an agent for its publishing interests, editors_for

“s”papers, and two additional Bishops, Robert Paine- and. William .

Capers,”” ® A :
Thus the Methoiist Episcopal Church, South, arose in 1844, placing

first on-its long honor roll of dignitaries the name of its‘'martyr-bishop,

James Dsgood Andrew, ; .

-

" ——

~ Georgia’ was well represented in the Twenty-fifth Congress (1837
1839). Her delegation at this time was composed of the following strong

men: Jesse F. Cleveland, Wm. C. Dawson, Thomas Glascock, Seaton -

Grantland, Charles E. Haynes, Hopking _Kols/ey, Jabez Jackson, Georg?’
i ew il .

) . &
* Cofidensed from Dr. George G. Smith’s *“Life of James Osgood Andrew.’’

gates who participated in the discussion were Dr. Winans, of Missis- .
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W. Owens and George W. Towns.® All of these were democrats except
William C. Dawson, who was a whig. l{f Cleveland ‘Aira'd served in the
Twenty-fourth Congress. At the closc of h ond term he left Georgia
to engage in mercantile pursuits at‘Charlest.g ,\SoutMarolian\vlnore
he died in 1841. He was a native of DeKalb Courity, Georgia'- “Messrs,
Glascock, Grantland, Haynes, Holsey, Jackson, Owens and Towrg were
also members of the preceding Congress; but each of the& repms@nt’_n‘-
tives, at the close O’hls term, in 1839, withdrew from the national coun-
cils. General Glascock was thrown from- his horse in 1841, sustaining
injuries from which he died at his home in Decatur, Georgia. His re-

. maing were taken to Augusta for final interment. ' He was an officer of

note in the state militia, a lawyer of distinguished attainments, and a son
of Gen. Thomas Clascock, of the Revolution. Seaton Grantland con-
tinued to wield a powerful influence in his district, chicfly as an editor

of one of the famous old Milledgeville papers, and in 1840 supporting \J-é

Mr. Holsey was a native of ¥Wirginia. He practiced law for a number of

the whig eandidates became a presidential elector on the whig “ticket ;
but he did not re-¢nter national politics. Mr: Haynes had first taken his -
seat as a'member of Congress in 1825, 11l health led to his retirement
in 1839; and he diefat his home in Sparta, Georgia, twq years later.

years, at Hamilton, Georgia, where he was living when elected to Con-
gress. He afterwards removed to Athens, where he engaged in journalis-
tiec work; then removed to Columbus, where he died in 1859. Jabez
Jackson came of the well-known Savannah family,of this name but was
a resident of Clarksville when elected to Congress. Ie took no further
part in public affairs, after 1839. Mr. Owens was educated in England
and read law under an eminent Lorkdon barrister, Mr. Chitty, On
retiring from Congress, he resumed the practice of law in Savannah
Mr. Towns afterwards became governor of the state, and more will be
told of him later.

Before the Twenty-sixth Congress met there were sweeping changes
(1839-1841).** William C. Dawson, of Greenshoro, a whig, was the only
one of the old members returned to the national Iouse of Representa-
tives. The others were: Juliug C.- Alford, of Lagrange, a whig; Edward
J. Black, of Jacksonboro, a whig; Walter T. Colquitt, of Columbus, a
whig; Mark A. Cooper, of Eatonton, a demoerat; Richard Haber-
sham, of Clarksville, a democrat; Thomas Butler King, of nesville,
a whig; and Lott Warren, of Palmyra, a whig.t The growing power
of the whig party in Georgia is reflected in the foregoing list of con-
gressmen, only two of whom were democrats. Judge Colquitt, though
a whig, declined to support the whig candidates in ‘he presidential
contest of 1840; and resigning his seat in Congress was succeeded by
Hon. Hines Holt, of Columbus.}

* ‘'Biog. Cong. Dir.,"" 1774-1011, p. 145.
** Jbid., p. 151.
t ““Biog. Cy ¢ Dir,’’ 1774-1911, p. 151,

"%t Speaking of Major Cooper, a writer says: ‘‘As a result of his convictions, he,

with-E. J. Black and Walter T. Colquitt, became involved in a controversy with the
ot hers from Georgia, and there was a very bitter split, as a result of
which Messrs. Rlack, Colquitt and Cooper, who had previously been elected as State
Right Whigs, were next time elected as State Right Democratf. ™ Major Cooper was

w -
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The Leguulamre ot 1840 elected John MacPherson Berrien, a whig,
to succeed . Wilson Lumpkm a democrat. Judgt Berrien had already
worn the toga’from 1825 to 1829 and had been a member of President
Jarckson's cabinet- as attorney-general of the United States.

Under the census of 1840, Georgia was allottéd only eight members,
due to a slight change in the basis of representation; but the new appor-
tionment did not become effective until 1843, To the Twenty-Seventh
Congress (1541-15843), Messrs. Alford, Dawson, Habersham, King, and
Warren were all re-clected. Thomas F. Foster, Roger L. Gamble, James
A. Meriwether and Bugenius A. Nisbet were the new members.® Messrs,
Fosté ‘r and Gamble; however, had served in Congress before, the former
from 1829 to 1535 ; the latter from 1833 to 1835. Only one of the new
members was a democrat. Messrs. Gamble, Meriwether and Nisbet
were all elected as whigs. On December 2, 1842, Richard W. Haber-
sham died and was succeeded by Glorge W. Crawford, a whig. Mr.
Habersham was a democrat. This same year three members resigned,
Messrs. Alford, Dawson and Nisbat; and to succeed them Walter T.
Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, and Edward J. Black were elected.

then nominated for governor against Hon. George W. Crawford, but was defeated and
after that took no part in political affairs except as a private citizen.''—Walter G.
Cooper, in **Men" of Mark in Georgia,”” Vol II, p. 212, W. J. Northen.

* hid., p. 157

CHAPTER XXVII.

Dr. CrawrorRD W. LONG’S DISCOVERY OF ANESTHESIA INAUGURATES A -

New Era 1N tHE HisTorY OF MEDICINE AND MARKS THE BIRTHDAY
oF Moperx SuseErY—ON MarcH 30,.1842, Doctor LONG, AT JEFFER-
soN, Extracrs A TuMOR-FrOM THE NECK OF JAMES M. VENABLE—
SvrpuUric ETHER I§ EMPLOYED TO Propuck SLEEP—THE TUMOR
EXTRACTED WITHOUT "PAIN—AFFIDAVITS ESTABLISHING DATE AND
CHARACTER OF THE Orax.\'nox—l{ow Docror #.0N¢ CHANCED TO
Make His WoNpERFUL DISCOVERY OF THE ANESTHETIC POWER OF
SvLpHURIC ETHER—RIVAL CLAIMANTS—HORACE WELLS—WiLLIAM T.
G. MorToN—CHaRLES T. JacksoN—Bur Docror LoNg EasiLy Fore-
sTALLS THEM ALL—RECOGN1ZED\ TODAY ON BoTH SIDES OF THE WATER
AND BY THE SCIENTIFIC WORLD AS THE'DISCOVERER OF ANESTHESIA—
Skercu oF DocTor LoNG’s PROFESSIONAL CAREER—DIES AT THE BED-
SIDE OF A PATIENT IN 1878—Dg. J. MarioN Sims, oF NEw YORK,
Makes A THOROUGH INQUIRY. INTO ALL THE FacTs—PUBLISHES AN
AUTHORITATIVE REVIEW—AN ADMIRER PRESENTS A LIFE-SI1ZE PORTRAIT
or Doctor LONG TO THE STATE oF GEORGIA—GEN. JonN B. GorboN
MAKES THE SPEECH OF PRESENTATION—THE DONOR IS AFTERWARDS
Buriep BesibE Doctor LoNG 1N ATHENS—A MoNUMENT IN HoNor
oF THE GREAT Discoverer I8 UNVEILED AT JEFFERSON—A TABLET TO
“ His MEMORY Is PLacep oN THE WALLS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF PENN-
SYLVANIA—ALL THE EVIDENCE CAREFULLY WEIGHED.

On March 30, 1842, in the Town of Jefferson, Georgia, Dr, Crawford
W. Long, then an unknown country doctor, barely twenty-seven years of
age, performed an operation which marked an epoch in the history of
medicine. At this time Doctor Long successfully employed sulphuric

ether in extracting a tumor from the neck of James M. Venable, The
patient, while under the influence of the anesthetic, experienced no

sensation of pain whatever, and was not aware that an operation had
been performed until consciousness was regained. It was the work of
only a few moments; but from this operation dates the discovery of an-
esthesia—#perhaps the greatest boon ever bestowed upon mankind. It put
an end to the terrors of the knife, proclaimed the rise of modern
surgery and dispelled the pightmare of centuries.

Doetor Long’s discoverv antedated Morton’s by four years—that of

Wells by twa, years and“s months. He did not commercialize his

chievement by seeking to obtain patent rights, nor did he make any

haste to announce #%vithsa flourish of t=umpets; but the whole scientific

world has at length comé to recognize the priority of the Georgian’s
665 ’ -
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claim.®* On March 30, 1912, there was unveiled at the d'niversity of
Pennsylvania a handsome bronze nmdullfou‘iu honor. df. Dr. Crawford
W. Long, on which occasion some of the most noted physicians of America
were present.  On May 21, 1910, near thie scene of his grw{t’ discqvety, in
the Town of Jefferson, a substantial monument to Doctor  Long was »
unveiled by the State Meédical Assoeiation.* In 1879, My IHenrg L
Stuart, of New York, presented to'the Legislature of Uoorgiu\ handsoine
life-size portrait of I®octor Long, which teday hangs on the wealls of the
state capitol. Gen. John B. Gordon, in an eloquent speech, formally
tendered the portrait.  On this cceasion JIr. Staart himself was present.
After the ceremonies he left for Athens to visit the grave of Doctor Long,
and while there was fatally stricken with paralysis. Being without fam-
ily ties or cosnections at the North, he was buried in accordance with his
wishes in Oconiee Cemetery, at Athens, in the same lot with the great dis-
coverer, whose services to mankind he was one of the first to recognize
and honor. The Republic of France has likewise paid tribute to Doctor
Long; apd, Georgia has voted to place his statue in the nation’s capitol
at Washington. . y

When King Edward VII awakened after his operation fer appendi-
citis, his first question was, ‘*Who discovered anesthesia?’’ to which the
answer came back, ‘‘Dr. Crawford Long, Your Majesty.”" This spon-
taneous tribute from the king’s physician may be taken as an expression
of British sentiment.

The following account of the discovery, of anesthesia has been con-
densed from a sketch written by Mr. T. W. Reed for Men of Mark in
Georgia. There is doubtless no oiie in the state more conversant with
the facts in the case than Mr. Reed, who has long been a distinguished
resident of the town in which the last twenty-six years of Doctor Long's
life were spent. It was the celchrated Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, of
Cambridge, Massachusetts, who coined the word anesthesia: but the
eredit which attaches to. the great discovery itself helongs to the modest
Georgia doctor, whese mission in life was to mingle the sleeping liquid
of Lethe's fabled fountain with the healing waters of Bethesda's pool.

To the discovery of anesthesia the human race must fommtand in-
debted. - Through the magic of this great discovery the sum of human
pain has'been vastly lessened, the horrors of war have been mitigated,
the advance of surgery has been made possible, the average duration of
human life has been lengthened, and every department of human activ-
ity has been given additional energy, through which magnificent achieve-
ments have come to bless the world. Despite all claims to the contrary,
the honor of having made this transcendent discovery belongs to Craw-
ford W. Long. ®~® * The passing years have brought forth abun-
dant evidence on this subject; and the State of Georgia, backed by the
endorsement _ © the highest authority, has set her official seal upon the
#¢hievement of her distinguished son by legislative resolution that his
statugghall be placed in Statuary Hall in the nation’s capitol as one

* See ‘‘ New Ifiternational Encyclopaedia,’’ New York, DodduMead & Co., Vol. T,
P. 492, under Anesthetic; also Vol. XIT, p. 433, under Long, Crawford W.
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claim,®* On March 30, 1912, there was unveiled at”the University of
Pennsylvania a handsome bronze medallten in honor of Dr. Crawford
W. Long, on which occasion some of the most noted phygicians of America
were present. On May 21, 1910, gear the scene of 1is great distovery, in
the Town of Jefferson, a substantial monument ‘to Doctor Lupg was
unveiled by the State Medical Association. In 1879, wlr. Henky L.
Stuart, of New Yk, presented to the Legislature of Georgia a handsome
life-size portrait of Doctor Long, which today hangs on the wells of the
state capitol. Gen. John B. Gordon, in an eloquent speech, formally
tendered the portrait.  On this occasion Mr. Stuart himself was present.
After the ceremonies he left for Athens to visit the grave of Doctor Long,
and while there was fatally stricken with paralysis. Being without fam-
ily ties or'eonnections at'the North, he was buried in accordance with his
wishes in Oconee Cemetery, at Athems, in the same lot with the great dis-
coverer, whose services to mankind he was one of the first to recognize
and honor. Thé Republic of France has likewise paid, tribute to Doctor
Long; dpd Georgia has voted to place his statue in the nation’s capitol
at Washington. | ‘

When King Edward VII awakened after his operation for appendi-
citis, his first question was, ‘* Who discovered anesthesia?’’ to which the
answer came back, ‘‘Dr. Crawford Long, Your Majesty.”” This spon-
taneous tribute from the king's physician may be taken as an expression
of British sentiment.

The following account of the discovery, of anesthesia has been con-
densed from a sketch written by Mr. T. W. Reed for Men of Mark in
Georgia. There is doubtless no one'in -the state more conversant with
the facts in the case than Mr. Reed, who has long been a distinguished
resident of the town in which the last twenty-six years of Doctor Long's
life were spent. It was the celehrated Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, of
Cambridge, Massachusetts, who coined the word anesthesia; but the
eredit which attaches to.the great discovery itself helongs to the modest
Georgia doctor, whose mission in life was to mingle the sleeping liquid
of Lethe’s fabled fountain with the heaiing waters of Bethesda’s pool.

To the discovery of anesthesia the human race must forever stand in-
debted. Through the magic of this great discovery the sum of human
pain has'been vastly lessened, the horrors of war have been mitigated,
the advance of surgery has been made possible, the average duration of
human life has been lengthened, and every departmeit of kuman aetiv-
ity has been given additional energy, through which magnificent achieve-
ments have come to bless the world. Despite all claims to the contrary,
the honor of having made this transcendent discovery belongs to Craw-
ford W. Long. ®* ® * The passing years hava brought forth abun-
dant evidence on this subject; and the State of Georgia, backed by the
endorseméiic o7 the highest authority, has set her official seal upon the
achievement of her distinguished son by legislative resolution that his
statlie shgll be placed il Statuary Hall in the nation’s capitol as one

* See ‘‘New International Encyclopnedia,’’ New York, Modd, Mend & Co., Vol. I,
P. 492, under Anesthetic; also Vol. XIT, p. 433, under Long, Crawford W.
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of Georgia's two greatest citizens, Nor is Georgia alone in asserting
the justice of his ctaim, for across the seas the French have erected a
status to his memory in the eapital city of that republic.

Crawford W. Long, son of James and Elizabeth Ware Long and
;rruml;mn of Samuel and Ellen Williamson Long, was born in Daniels«
ville, Georgia, November 1, 1815. ®* ® * After a few years of prep-
aration in the local academy he entered Franklin College, now the Uni-
versity of Georgia, and received his Master of Arts degree in 1835, at the
age of nineteen, rapking second in his class. During ‘lis college days
he “was a roommate of Alexander H. Stephens, whose statue Georgia
is to' place alongside that of the discoverer of anesthesia in the capitol
at Washington. ® © ® 1In 1839 he was graduated from the medical
department of the University of Penfisylvania. The succeeding twelve
months he spent in a hospital in New York, and on account of his suc-
cess as a surgeon he was urged by his friends to apply for the position
of a surgeon in the Unitéd States gavy. This was, however, contrary to
the wishes of his father, and he returned to his native state, locating in
Jefferson, Jackson County, Georgia, iz 1841, At that time Jefferson was
a mere village, far removed from the large cities and the railroads.

The young country doctor quickly became a general favorite on
account of his quiet, dignified bearing, his uniform courtesy, his tender
heart, and his desire at all times to be of service to his people in their
hours of trouble or suffering. In those days nitrous oxide parties were
all the rage. The inhalation of this gas resulted in great exhilaration.
Doctor Long did not hoast a very extensive laboratory. In fact, it was

.. practically impossible, with his meagre equipment, to prepare nitrous

oxide. He, therefore, uséd sulphuric ether, and the same hilarious effect
followed. Ether parties speedily beciine the fad among the young people
of Jefferson.

During January, 1842, quite a number of ether frolics were held at
Doctor Long's office, and some of the young men became thoroughly
intoxicated through use of the gas. In the rough playing which fol-
lowed severe bruises were received upon their bodies, but they seemed
to take no notice of them. Tie thought dawned upon the mind.of Doctor
Long that ether must possess the power to deaden pain. ‘One night,
during an ether frolie, cne of the young men slipped and fell, dislocating
his ankle.  Although the injury was quite severe, Doctor Long observed
that the young man was practically unconscious of suffering. His belief
in the power of ether to render one insensible to pZin now deepened into
a settled convietion, and he resolved to prove his discovery by using ether
in the first surgical case he might chance to get. ;

Two miles from Jefferson lived James M. Venable, a young man
who had frequently heen in Doctor Long’s office and who had several
times spoken to the physician about cutting two tumois from the back of
his neck. “Convineed of the anesthetie powers of sulphuric ether, Doctor
Long diselosed to Venable his plans for the operation. On March 30,
1842, sulphliric ether was administered to Venable until h¢-became com-

“pletel® anesthetized.  The small eystic tumor was then excised from the

back of his neck and the patient was amazed when he regained conscious-
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ness to find that the operation was over and the tumor removed, \’Iﬂ'l

out cauzing him the slightest pain. Iu fact, he had not‘ucu known that

the operation was’ being .performed. It is beyond quvst\ou that l is b
daté marks the discovery of anesthesia. S 3%

il 4 Jo

Dr Horace Wells, ignorant o*Doctor Long’s discovery, tried laugh-\ e -
ing gas on himself in 1844. Dr. W illiam T. G. Morton announced his
discovery in 1846.° Dr. Charles T. Jackson accidentally inhaled chlo-
rine gas in 1842 and used ether as an antidote, thus producing partial -
anesthetization, but he did not pursuc the subjegt further at that time.
Although Jefferson was a small village and Doctor Long a young physi-
cian, he operated on at i@st eight_casés, each being thoroughly suceess-
ful, before Morton claimed*to have discovered anesthesia. It is claimed .
that 'Doctor Long kept his digcovery secret, and therefore deserved no .
credit for it. The affidavits oft Dr. Ange DeLapetriere and Dr. Jeseph e \J-ﬁ
B. Carlton show that Poctor Long informed them and other physicians,
and that they used ether successfully in their surgical practlce before the
date of Poctor Marton's announcerient. ) ¢

In 1849 Morton asked Corigress to reward hirp for his discovery.
Jackson at once opposed him. The friends of Wells, who was then dead,
also protested against his claim. Long refused to enter this contest until
1854, at which time ke was urged by his friends to assert vigorously
hi§ claim to the honor. He thereupon communicated the facts in the
case to United States Senator William C. Dawson, who brought Doctor
Long’s claim to the attention of Congress, creating gonsternation among
the rival claimants. Much wrangling followed, and the merits of the
issue were never determined. The date of Jackson’s claim more nearly
approaches that of Long’s claim than does that of either of the others,
but Jackson before his death’ wrote to Senator Dawson, acknowledging
the justice of Long’s claim.

Congress having failed to settle the disputed question of priority in
the discovery of anesthesia, Doctor Long failed to receive the credit due
him until May, 1877, when Dr. J. Marion Sims, of New York, investis
gated his claims fully and presented them in an able paper published
in the Virginia Medical Monthly. To the demand for recognition made
by Doctor Sims there was a general response, which brought much cheer
to the heart of the distinguished discoverer. Eminent physicians the
world over hastened to give him full credit for the great boon conferred
upon humanity, and since then his claims to distinction as the discoverer
of anesthesia have not seriously been questioned.

* Morton called the anesthetic which he patented *‘Letheon.’’ Tt is today khown ¢
as ather, Wells committed suicide in the City of New York, where he iecame men-
tally unbnhnrigl after fruitlew  Jorts to establish his claim. Morton communicated
hig idea ta DrS. C. Warren, of Boston, who is alleged to have performed the first
public operation on reon anesthetized with ether, at the Massachusetts General
Hospital, October 16, 18464§ Jackson perfected a proces of etherization for which
the French ‘Academy offered him.a prize of 2,000 francs. Dr. James Y. Simpson, a
Scoteh pi sician of Edinburgh, who discovered chloroform anesthesia; in 18905, was
treated a varonet.
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For ten years after his discovery of the anesthetic.powers: of sul-
phuric ether, Doctor Long continued the practice of.his profession in
Jefferson.  He then-removed to Athens, in which city he became a most
distingiished, physician, and where he lived until his_death, twenty-
six years later. ®* * * “Ie was a splendid type of the. Southern
gentleman of ante-bellum days. At the, bedside of the rich and the poor
his ministrations soothed and comforted; through the blinding storm,
often in the dead of night; he went without complaining to those who
peeded him; and to the last moment- of his stay on earth his_life was
typical of the discovery with which his name will be forever associated,
a life of bléssing to those with whom he came in contact. He often
remarked that his one great wish was to die in-harness. *On June 16,
1878, he was called to the bedside of a patignt in whose case he was
deeply interested  While performing the duties incident to the case, he
suffered a stroke of apoplexy, from which Geath came in a few hours.
The brain which had given to thg world the blessings of anesthesia was

_at rest, but it left behind a gift to huma®ity the importance of which

can never be estimated.

On April 21, 1910, there was unveiled at Jefferson, near the scene
of Doctor Long's discovery, a monument of impressive dimensions.
Thousands of visitors witnessed the dramatie spectacle, including a num-
ber of specially invited guests; and some of the most eminent surgeons
and physicians of the land were present for the purpose of doing honor
to the memory of the great philanthropist. Dr. Woods Hutchison,
of Ngw York, and Hon. l’ln-nsniht A. Stovall, of Savannah, were the
orators of the occasion, but there were sevelg;l other addresses made by
distinguished speakers. It was a red-letter day in the history of Jef-
ferson. . The monument stands on one of the main thoroughfares of the
town, a perpetual reminder of the great event with which the name of
the little community is forever associated ; and inseribed upon it are the
following records:

(NorTH) )

Sulphuric Ether Anaesthesia was discovered by Dr,
" Crawford W. Long, on March 30, 1842, at Jefferson, Ga.,
and administered to James M. Venable for the removal

of a tumor. o
(EasT)

In memory of Dr. Crawford W. Long, the first dis-
coverer of anacsthesia, the great benefactor to the human
race.  Rorn, Danielsville, Madison County, Ga., Nov. 1,
1813, Died, Athens, Ga., June 16, 1878.

(SourH)

Given hy I)}. Lamartine Griffin Hardman, of Commerce,
Jackson Co., Ga., in the name of his father and mather,
. Dz. W.'B. J; Hardman and Mrs. E. S. Hardman, life-long / -
friends of Dr Crawford W. Long—Dr. W. B. J. Hardman*
being a physician in Jackson County. :
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T (Wast)

Erected by the Jackson County Medical Association:\v\
- Jefferson, Ga. Committee: W. B Hardman, M. Dy; S. J. .
Smith, M. D,; J. A. Bryan,'}l. D. City Committee: . W. - .
.Bell, J. C. Bennett, M. D, ¥. M. Bailey. Unveiled by the
Georgia Medical Assgciation, April 21, 1910.

On March 30, 1912, a handsome bronze medallion in honor of Doctor
Long was unveiled in the medi¢al department of the University of Penn-
sylvania. - The exervises occurred on the seventieth anniversary of the
great achievement which this impressive ceremonial was intended to

.commemorate, and, some of the aiost distinguished men of science in -

America were present. The following extract from ‘““Old Penn,”’ a
weekly review published by’ the University, gives an account of the
exgreises : , A : E

“Dr. Crawford Williamson Long, who first made use of ether as an
anaesthetic for surgical purposes on March 30, 1842, was memoridlized
on Saturday afternoon, March 30, 1912, when a handsome gilt bronze
medallion was unveiled in his honon: The exercises were held in the
Medical Building of the University of Pennsylvania. Addresses were
made by Dr. J. William White, of the University, and Dr. J. Chalmers
Da Costa, of Jefferson Medical College. ‘The medallion was modeled by
Dr. R. Téi;, MeKerzie of the University, and represents Dr. Long as'a’
young man administering ether for the first time to a patient about to
be operated upon. .

‘“Provost Edgar F. Smith presided and introduced the speakers,
The tablet was unveiled by Mrs. Florence L. Bartow, a daughter of Dr.
Long, affer the address of Dr. J. William White, and the ceremonies
closed with a brief reply by Hon. Samuel J. Tribble, who thanked the
University on behalf of the family and the State of Georgia, for the
honor the University had conferred upon an illustrious graduate. The
presence of three distinguished Southern lndies, Mrs. Frances Long
Taylor, Mrs. Alexander O. Harper, and Mrs. Florence L. Bartow, the
daughters of Dr. Long, addéd great interest and dignity to the occa-
sion. They came from Athens, Georgia, for the express purpose of
attending the ceremonies, and ‘during their stay in Philadelphia were
the guests of the University.”” —‘Old Penn,” Weekly Review of the
University of Pennsylvania.

.

Today there is not a physician of any recognized prominence in any
part of the civilized world who ig ot familiar with the name of Craw-
ford W. Long. The little office in which he performed his experiments
has been torn away. Until two years ago, a gnarled and knotted old
malberry tree, on the north corner of the public square, marked the
exact spot where his_first operatit. . was performed, an epoch-making
event; but this, ido, has.now disappeared. Its sacrifice was demanded
by a commereial age. Teli#t not in Gath, but the tree was given by
the town:authoritics to an old o for fire-wood. Fate intervened,
however: and it + as hought from the old negro by Mr. W. H. Smith, of

Vol I—-5
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Jefferson, who had a p'art of it made intg gavels, pen staffs, and other
articles of use, for souvenirs. “On a marble slab, in"the brick wall of a
building adjae ent to Doctor Long's little office, thé date of his wonderful
discovery has been msu-xbed This slab’was erected by Prof. 8. P. Orr,
of Athens, an intimate fmnd of the Long family, There is also a mag-
nificent. monument to. his memory on the town square. Dr. Woods
Hutchison, of New York, and Hon, Pleasant A. Stovall, of Savannah,
made the principal addrésses, as above stated, when the monument was
unveiled by the Georgia Medical Society, on April 21, 1910.

.

CHAPTER XXVIII

Uxper THE Onp REGIME—KIND TREATMENT OF SLAVES. A RULE T0 WHICH
Tuere WERe FEw EXCEPTIONS—Bisuop JaMes O. ANDREW STANDS
AS THE REPRESENTATIVE OF A LarGE Crass or Stave-HoLbers—RE-
PORE THE ABOLITION Crusape BeeaN, HOWEVER; THE BULK OF Our
PeorLe CoNsiDERED SpAvErY AN Evic—How 1o Erapicate It A
ProsLEM—EFFECT OF sh.u‘:xy ¥ UPLIFTING AFRICAN SAVAGES—
Hisrory ConTaiNs No PARALLEL T0 Tris Recorps-THE CONTROL-
LING FACTOR AND THE CHARACTERISTIC FEATURE OF SOUTHERN Live

IN ANTE-BELLUM DaYs Is THE PLANTATION—PLANTERS VERSUS |

SsaLy FARMERS—SoME OF THE PLaNTATIONS MAGNIFICENT 1IN EX-
TENT Foxum LirTLE ankrs—@ns PranxTER DoMINATES Botn
Socisr, ANp Pourmicar Live AT THE SOUTH—OPULENT STYLE oF Liv-

ING ‘MAINTAINED BY THE WEALTHY PLANTERS—NoOT A FEW FINE O1D

MansioNs REMINISCENT oF Tmis Periop StiLn to Be Founp—Lirk .

oN A Tyrican GeorGia PLANTATION—THE NEGRO QUARTERS—THE
C'» Brack MAMMY—TENDER RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MASTER. AND
SLAVE—DELIGHTFUL GLIMPSES OF SOUTHERN LIFE FURNISHED BY
LawroN B. Evans—EcoNoMIic ARPECTS OF SLAVERY Discussep—ON
THE WHOLE AN EXPENSIVE SYSTEM—BEAUTIFUL Piases oF ax In-
sTITUTION WHICH wAS DESTINED TO REXD A CONTINENT IN Tw \1\—
Uncre Toum's CABIN,

Nore: Who INVENTED THE SEWING MACHINE!

Bishop James O. Andrew, in refusing to manumit his slaves, at the
dictate of a majority faction in the General Conference of the Methodist
Episcopal Church at Baltimore, in 1844, was not governed by sinister or
sordid motives. He represented a large class of humane and thought-
ful slave-holders at the South. These, while considering slavery an evil,
saw no way in which to abandon the system without complicating an
already difficult problem. Free negroes had always been an element of
discord and a menace to society; and to liberate all at once the entire
body of negwo slaves was not only to entail upon the South a train of
disasters but incidentally to work a grievous hardship upon the negroes
themselves. This reasoning was well grounded in the philosophy of
Shakespeare, which constrains us rather to ‘‘endure the ills we have than
fly to others that we know not of.”” As we have already scen it was
by a second marriage to a lady of wealth that Bishop Andrew became
the owner of property in slav..; and because of his refusal, in a most
emphatic mafiner, to. rqhnqmnh this property, he was asked to resign his
office as Lishop. He @80, but when he 15ft the conference he carried
with him the whole of Sou ern Methodism.
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In answering-the charges brought against him by his Northern breth-
ren, Bishop Andrew made this statement. Said he:® *“Strange as it

* may seem to you, brethren, T am a slave-holder for conscience 's sake,

I have no doubt lhu; my wife would without a moment’s hesitation con-
sent to the munuunmmn of those glaves, if I thought proper to ask her to
do so. But how am [ to free them? Some are tco old to work, are
actually an expense to me, ard some are little children. Where shall I

. send them? But_ perhaps I shall be permitted to keep these helpless

ones. I believe the providence of God has placed these creatures in my
hand.”’ .

Before the &bolition crusul( began, the bulk of our people consid-
ered slavery an bvil; but how to eradicate this evil was a problem. It is
needless to inquire by whom African slaves were first brought to America
or from what ports the vessels sailed in which these unhappy savages
were transported.  Suffice it to say that for eeonomic reasons, into which
the cotton gin, a balmy climate, and a rich soil largely entered, the
institution of slavery became riveted upon u‘ South; that, in the last
aniiysis, it wrought far greater injury to the South than it did to the
negro race; that, while it retarded the growth of manufactures in this
section, committing the South almost exclusively to agriculture, under
a most pernicious one-crop system, it was in many respects a blessing
and a boon to the negro himself.

Arguments to support this statement are numerous. The negro was
brought to us a savage. When freed in 1863 by President Lincoln’s
edict of emancipation he was deemed sufficiently well advanced to be
given the ballot at once. Without further tutelage, he was clothed with
rights to pecure which .\ng]o—Suons had struggled for a thousand years.
God’s chosen people—redeemed frém slavery to the Egyplmns-—were
given no such privilege, though as slaves in Egypt they had come in
contact with the greatest civilization of antiquity. Forty years of wan-
dering in the wilderness was the road by which they entered Palestine.
But what the culture of Egypt could not do for the Israelites, the train-
ing of the South did for the negro. It so tutored him that when his
fetters were removed no special preparation, no peculiar discipline, no
further probation was required. The negro was brought to us a pagan.
Through slavery, he became a follower of the Nazarene, nor was he it
pressed like Simon into bearing the cross. He became a willing, an
humble disciple, though like Peter he often stumbled. The negro came
to us with hands unskilled. But in servitude he acquired a knowledge
of mechanics, formed habits of industry and became. if no’ a master-
craftsman, at least a useful laborer. History contains no parallel to this
record. Sinee time began no people on earth has ever emerged in so short
a time and at so light a cost from a state of barbarism into a heritage of
forturie, finding themselves all at once by a sudden change of eircum-
stances possessed of all the civilization for which men have labored and
all the freedom for which martyrs have died.

*But the controlling factor and the characteristic feature. of Southern

life, under the old regi{ne of slavery, was the plantation. To be included

. **'Lifeof Bishlp Andrew,’’ George G. Smith.
'

'
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in the planter class, it was necessary for one -to own at least twenty
slaves.. Those who owned less belonged to a class known as sumlkfurm-
ers but there were; of course, many families living in town whose own-
ership of slave property- was limited to only one negro. As a tule, slaves:
conld not he opérateéd With any degrec-of suceess, in small numnbers. This
is one reason why the institution did not thrive i in New England, where
the farms were small and usually sterile. Another reason is that the
rigorous climate of the far Nortlern latitudgs was too severe for a race
of people transplanted from the burning tropics. “Only in large num-
bers and on wide tracts of land, where there was much labor reguired,
of 4 simple character, could slaves be utilized with profit. Consequently,
we are not’surprised to-find that a great bulk of the slaves-were owned
by a comparnmelv few men.* ’l‘he&v gradually enlarged their domains
by acquiring new lands from the mnll farmer; and at the same time
hq increased their holdings in slave pmpert\ until the nom’wqunrtms
aroud them hecame in time populous villages. -

ost of the-wealthy people of Georgia before the war owned planta-
tions on which they lived in a semi-regal style; and some of these planta-
tions were in fact little empires, large enoughto require the services of
a dozen overseers and to poSsess hoth_ formgn and. domestic policies. -
Usually, the rith planter, in addition to his palatial country home, owned
an elegant mansion in town, where he resided during a part of each year,
to educate his children or to give his family social diversions. The
predominant st)le of archxtedure found- among the homes of these
wealthy. Jand-owners was classic. - Both the town house and the country
house conformed to this pattern, but usually the town house was the
more artistic. These mansions were nearly all white, square, and mas-
sive, surrounded by majestic colonnades, approached by handsom¢ walks
and driveways, bordered with evergreens, and embowered in a grove of
magnificent trees. The control of great bodies of men on vast landed
estates developed a sense of responsibility and fostered a genius for lead-
ership; and to .this superb discipline furnished by the institution of
slavery is due in large measure the South’s commanding power in the
nation for a period of more than sixty years.

“To quote a well known writer who has made an Mlmusm(- study of
this subject, especially in its sociological aspects: t **Slavery was dis-
tinetly a patriarchal institution. Except in the sea-coast swamps and a
few other malarial regions, the master lived throughout the year in the
“*big house’’ on his plantation, with the negro cabins grouped in

* SLAVEHOLDING AN® NON-SLAVEHOLDING Famiuies.—The total white population
of Georgia in 1860 was 591,550, or about 118,000 families; and of these families,
41,084 were slaveholders. At least 77,000 families, therefore, were in the non-
slaveholding class. But all the slaveholders were not farmers: 6,713 families pos-
sessed only one slave each; 4,355, two each; 3,482, three each. These owners of a
few slaves were usually residents of towns and kept their slaves as household serv-
ants.  About twhnty slaves was the number that could be most profitably ‘managed
by one overseer; and we may take the pas fon of that number as the minimum
which would place the hrmi-in the planter class. Of such slaveholders there were
in Georgia 6,363 in 1860. The n?{ng of the bulk of slaves in so few hands indi-
cates the system of agriculture tha dom‘ttd the state in ante-bellum times, namely,
the plantation.—R. P. Brooks in “Huw-y of _Georgia,”’ p. 226.

t ““Georgia and 8te ] Rights, "’ U B. Phillips, p. 154,




Spbd Bisish s 1L ¢ . - |54 el by o g ded o SRR S s

676 GEORGIA AND GEORGIANS

“quarters’’ only a few yards away. The field hands were usually under
their owner’s personal supervision, while the housé servants were di-
rected by their mistress. The slaves were governed by harsh overseers
only in very rare cases, Great numbers of slaveholders owned a very
small namber of slaves, and labored with them in the fields. ‘The cabins
of the negroes were frequently as good as those of the poor whites. The
fact that they were not always clean whs due to the habits of the occu-
pants. It was of course to the interest of the master that his slaves
should remain iu the best possible condition. The Southern gentleman
was widely known for his generosity and his inate kindness. . The chil-
dren of thé two races were brought up as playmates, the mother of the
pickaninnies frequently being the ““mammy’’ of the master’s children;
and friendships enduring through life were contracted in early youth
between the master and his hereditary servan{s. The law did not recog-
nize family relations among slaves, but public opinion condemned the
separation of hushand and wife, or parent and child. Where such sep-
aration occurred through the division of ggtates or otherwise it was not
“unusual for one of the owners to buy the members of the family which
he did not already possess. Free persons of color were nots generally
held in high repute by the people of the South. Iu Georgia they usually
numbered somewhat l:»as than 1 per cent of the colored population. = As
a class, they were considered lazy, trifling, and thievish, and were sus-
pected of corrupting the slaves, There were a few brilliant exceptions
in the state, but by no means enough to affect the general sentiment.®
Delighttul glimpses of southern life in ante-bellum days have been
given us by Mr. Lawton B. Evans, in his splendid epitome of Georgia
historg:: and we cannot do better than reproduce in this chapter a de-
seriptive paragraph from the pen of this writer. Says Mr. Evans:{
“ Eighty years ago there were no large citits in Georgia. Most of the
people lived on farms, or in small towns. The wealthier people lived
on large plantations. Their houses, usually white, were spacious and
elegant, with green window blinds, and, in the front, wide porticoes with
handsome columns. They were generally surrounded by groves of oak
and other trees and were so situated as to overlook the plantations. Not
only in Georgia, but all over the Soath, the homes of the planters were
abodes-of culture and luxury. Their sons and daughters were edu.."led

in the hest sehools of the country, and musie, painting, art, and litera- .

ture made the home life refined. The men wore ruffled shirts of the finest
linen, and coats of rich velvet. Their wives and daughters dressed in
anported silks and satins. The family of the planter lived in profusion
and comfort. They weré attéended by a number of servants, and driven
to ¢hureh or to town in the family carriage. Their hospitality was un-
bounded.  Several neighboring families would often gather at one house
aml spend a week or more in a social party; and hospitality was shown
not ouly to friends, but to strangers. Xo traveler in distress was ever
refused o meal or a night’s lodging, and the respectable traveler, poor or
vl_'i"ll. was always weleome as a guest as long as he pleased to stay.

* Austin Definy, iy Gilmer's ‘‘Georgians,”" p, 22; Wilkes Flagg, in ‘‘Federal
Union,** June 11 and July 23, 1861, . v//
"+ Wistory 8% Georgin,’* L. B. Evans, pp. 187-196,
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“‘But all the people of Georgia were not rich pl.miers. A great mary
of our best men were plain people. Their houses were simple buildings,
_situated generally near the high roads or on the banks of rﬁa@. These
“people did all their own work. Their ¢lothes were madg of clotlrmanu-
.factured by themselves. The women carded the. cotton'or wool With
hand-carders, into small rolls.  These rolls they spun o1l spinning wheels.
into. thread, .which they dyed whatever colors they desired, and they
wove the thread into ecloth on home. e Iooms.”” We have already
discussed in a former chapter, some of the .customs, sports and pastimes
of ante-bellum days. s ’

But what of slavery as an- economic system? This topic has Deen
ably diseussed by one who has made it a-philosophic study, with unusual
opportunities for exhaustive research. -Says Mr. R. P. Brooks: * ‘It
was a one crop system. Then’:w_ere some wise planters who produced
nearly everything they used, but'a majority did not; nndﬁnll during the

/ ante-bellum period Georgia was a heavy buyer of western corn, wheat,

“nd forage. Amnother unfortunate regult of the dominance of King Cot- .
ton was that the increased demand for slaves sent prices soaring. The
African slave trade was abolished in 1808, so-that the planters had to
depend upon matural increase for slaves: _Com,petition for laborers be-
came very keei. In 1800 a prime-field hand was worth $300. By 1860
the price had advanced te $1,800. At the same time the constant ten-
dency was for the price of cotton to fall. In 1800 it brought 24c; in
1830, 17¢; in 1850, 12.3¢; in 1860 1le. Hence the planter who would
keep up his aceustomed standard of life had to be always increasing his
acreage and his force of hands in order to obtain the same income. The
result was that every available dollar went into cotton Iandf and negroes,
and little was left for investment in manufacturing and other industries.
It is not to be inferred that there were no manufacturing enterprises
in the South. But'in comparison with the industries of the northern
states these establishments were insignificant in size and number. The
South did‘not.take a leading part in the great economic revolution which.
during the first half of the nineteenth century, transformed England,
France, Germany, and the Northern United States from agricultural
to manufacturing communities. } ’

“*Of the slavery system in general, it may be said that slave labor
cost the South more than free labor would have cost, had it been avail-

_able. A noted traveler, Sir Charles Lyell, was interested in Louisiana
to find that it took three negroes to cut and bind two cords of wood in
a day, whereas in New York one white man prepared three cords daily.
He was also tgld that where negro and white laborers were worked to-
gether the negro was required to do only two-thirds as much work as a
white 1aborer. Ancther reason why slave labor was so expensive was
that the negro was stubbornly opposed to new ideas. It was found im-
possible to introduce improved methods of tillage. At a time when
Northerq and Western farmers were using the drill, the horse-shoe, the
.reaper, and was threshing by machinery, the bulk of work on Southern
plantations wag dose with an mw hoe. Planters tried to use labor
n‘vix_:g machinery, but& negroes invariably broke the tools or were

* «‘History ¢ Georgia,”’ R. P. Bivoks, pp. 227-234.
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. careful to waste time so that the net result would be in favor of the old
method.

“Under slavery, it was not alWayn possible to keep the laborers lt
work, but they had nevertheless to be maintained while idle. This
point was stressed by a Northern preacher, Nehemiah Adams, who, dur-
ing a visit to the South, observed that the kindness of owners prevented
them from disposing of superfluous negroes. Another element of cost:
was in the expense attached to rearing the slave children to the age
where they could be used, and the support of superannuated slaves. The
one crop system and the absence of fertilizers were unfortunate for the
land. Rotation of erops was not practiced and little effort was made to
conserve the soil. When the areas under cultivation at any given mo-
ment became less productive, the planters pushed on westward with their
slaves, bought the holdings of small farmers, cut down the trees, used
the virgin soil. and presently abandoned the country to the merey of
the washing rains.

‘“As has already beqx said, the majority of Georgia’s families owned
no slaves. The large-scale planters were a small percentage of Georgia
farmers. Below them in the social scaleswas a class of smaller slave
owners who are said to have been unprosperous. The third element in
society was the independent, non-slave holding farmer. Among this ele-
ment of the population, constituting the great majority, there were strik-
ing variations in conditions. It is not true that all non-slavehoiders
were a destitute class. The negroes came at the bottom of the ladder.
In many respects they received more benefit from slavery than did any
other class. . Coming to America as savages, members of a race which
had never contributed anything to civilization, the enforced labor of two
hundred yeafs taught a great proportion of them habits of indusiry.
No primitive people evél’ got their upward start under such happy
auspices as did the American negroes.’’

Thus with the help of these able investigators, we have camfully

mml\ zed the institution of sllvery, in its ethical, in its sodolomcnl and ¢

in its economic aspects. Briefly summing up its results, we cannot eseape
the conclusion that if it ‘wrought an injustice to the black man, it
wrought a much greater injustice to the. white man ; that, while it
shackled the negro, it likewise forged fetters for{be Sonth that it com-
“mitted_this scction to agrieulture while its absence gave New England
‘an-opportunity-to develop her industrial interests under free labor, to
" esiablish great manufacturing plants, wd to acquire a recognized as-
cendeney in the mechanic arts—all of which this section might have
enjoyed had she not been shackled to a system which, in the end; over-
threw her political power in the nation; brought on the Civil war, with
its: tragic aftermath of reconstruction, engulfed. in colossal ‘ruin the
-anenmulations of half & century, liberated a body of slaves equal to half
of the South’s. entire population, entailed upon. her an enormous war '
debt, hoth State and Federal, deprived her of a property in human
chattels worth $2.000,000,000-and left her with homes in ashes, with cities
in ruins, witii fields laid waste, and with a population decimated by the
ravages of war, to begin once more the ntruggle of life under the ;ppal-

ling incubus of defeat. g
But while slavery took these thmgs from the South it left her mth
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limbs unshackled by an institution which was a real foe to l)ur progress;
it left her with a courage undaunted, witls a spirit ancopiuered, with a
faith unshaken, with an honor unsullied; it Teft her; too, with a record
of noble sacrifice, of patient endurancé, of |uar\dqus |u|34ﬂ|\ achjve-
ment, of splendid’ heroism, and of lafty fidelity’ to principle, waparal-

leled in the annals of time. All her fine impulses of chivalry survivgd:

all her high ideals of honor remained. Morcover, the ill*ﬂll!iml of
slavery beqneathed togher a legacy of tender memories, an inheritanee
of song, of romance, and of legend, to charm the cars of her children for
generations unborn and to enrich the pages of her history forever.
““Uncle Tom’s Cabin’’ will doubtléss never hovmm- Mlnmu in the
homes of Georgia. But the cmhutmn which out of an Afriean suvage
produced an Uiicle Tom was the civilization ‘of the Old South. Its vir-
tues are extolled at least by-implication in every lineament of strength
and in every feature of nobilify which Mas. Stowe has given to her splen-
did character: and se long as-Uncle Tom shall live in'the literatureof a
vanished era—endowed. with an immortality which he only too well de-
- serves—so long will the institution which prodyced him be lifted to the
admirition of the ages an institution fo the glories of whlcl} a writer,
' pmfem-dlv one of its greatest foes is forced by tlie exigeneies of< her
story to pav the reluctant tribute of an unwilling pen.*

* UxcLe Toum’s Camin.—Says a distinguished newspaper correspondent at the
national capital, in speaking of Mrs. Stowe's book: *‘Tt was an extravagant fiction.
Every Southern man knew it to be such. There were sonie short-haired women in
the North, who ought to have been born men, and some long-haired men, who ought
not to have been born at all, who believed the stuff, or affected to helieve it; hut it

" was not until the flag had been fired on that s, Stowe's absurd yarn got to be a
classic and a gospel. Tt was not until the flag was fired on that that ignolle old
ruffian, John Brown, got to be a martyr.”’—*‘Essays by Savoyard,’’ p. 63.

In another connection, this same writer observes: ““The John Brown raid would
have been the last nail in the coffin of the new Republican party, if the South had
only hadl the patience {o stand pat.’ As for slavery, it put dollars in Northern
pockets where it put dimes in Sonthern. It made the cotton that regulated the hal-
ance of trade and fed Northern Jooms and bought Northern goods. There was not
one single Northern State that would have furnishcd n single regiment to fight for
the freedom of all the negroes in the world. There wax not a single Northern com-
munity that did not regard an abolitionist of the Garrison stripe as li than a
nujsance. Had the South dealt with the problem as Buchanan nnd#ﬂﬂviml,
there would have been no war, and if slavery had died, it would have " a natural
death, not a violent one.’'—Thid., 6162,

WiHo INVEXTED THE SEWING MACHINE!—As an’ anthor of stories for the voung,
Dr. Franeis R. Goolding admittedly ranks with the great English dissenter: Daniel

» DeFoe. But did Doctor Goulding further increase the debt whick humanity owes

him by inventing the sewing machine? To this question, Joel Chandler Harris
returns the following answer: Says he ‘‘The first sewing machine was invented
by Rev. Frank R. Goulding, a Gedrgian, who has won fame among the children of
the iand as the author of ‘The Young Marooners.” e invented the sewing machine
for the purpose of lightening the labors of his wife: and she used-it for some years
before anotMer genins ‘inverted it, or ‘some traveler stole the idea and improved
on it.”’

« "Walter A, Clnrk ‘of Augusta, has vmlten a book in which he gives an account

of soriie the early settlements of Richmond. The old Village of Bath, whkere
Doctor digg beld a pastorats at one time, is included among this number: and

.
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1

in regard to the matter in quuuon, Mr. Clark says: *‘‘Dr. Goulding must bave | :

been -4 _moderately busy man, for in addition to bis ministerial and literary labors, 1

he devoted ; portion of his time to mechanies, In the earfy forties his hand and

brain Ived a sewiag hine, which is claimed to have been the first invention of

its kind operated on Aimerican soil. The practically universal use into which such

machines have* grown and the prineely incomes secured by "o-o and Wilson and

Singer and others, from similar inventions, have led me to investigate the reasons ’

"why be failed to proﬁt financially by his mechanical genius. - Since I began this A

story the following varurct accounts have been received:
*“Firsty the inventor's trip to Washington, D. C., in the interest of his patent,
wis delayed by flooded streams, and a rival claiming the same mechanioal priuciple,

~in nm way, reached the patent office in advance of him.

“Second, on. the aforesaid trip, the stage was overturned, and, in the confusion
incident thereto, the model was stolen and never recovered.
“*Third, the model drapped from the buggy mlo a deep -krum as he crossed it
and was never found.
** Fonrth, ke failed to locate the eye or opening of the needle nud near ita point,
and, for this reason, the machine was never a success. X
‘T have been told also that Howg, during = visit to Augusta, was aﬂnwed by his
friend to inspect the working of the model; ®at he saw the defects, applied the
remedy, appropriated the motive mechanism, lnd secured a patent, which bountifully
filled his coffers. 8
“The needle theory named above was gi\en to me by my old friend, Mr. John
1. Jones, whose memory, although he has passed his four-score years, is as reteotive
as & tar bucket. It is“nlso confirmed by my friend, Mrs. C. A. Rowland; and since
they were bish personal friends of Mr. Goulding, from the lips of whom they received
the story, it is evidently the correct version of his failure to utilize his invention.
After leaving Bath in ‘1833, Dr. Goulding lived for a time at Darien, Ga., but spent
his last years at Roswell, Ga., where he died in 1881.”" To the foregoing statement,
Mr. Clark afterwards added this paragraph: ‘‘Since writing the above I have »
learned throngh a lady friend that Mrs. Mary Helmer, of Macon, Ga., daughter of
Dr. ioulding, has in her possessign. beautiful samples of the handiwork of this’
machine, showing conclusively that there was no defect in constraction, and it must
have been at last his kind consideration for the interest of the gentler sex that

“held his genius in abeyance.’”

Miss Rutherford, of Athens, an educator of wide note, whose writings upon his- € 3
torical topies show thorough research, gives us the following piece of information: ]
“In 1842, while in Eatonton, Ga., Dr. Goulding conceived the idea of the sewing
machine, and to this Georgian is due the first practical sewing machine ever known.
Dufing 15845, the year before Howe's ‘patent was jssued, or Tturmopn?g.hld
obtained. his, Goulling's sewing machine was in use. He said in his journal:’,‘ Hav-
ing ﬂnhnnml myself about this machine, I laid. it aside that T might attend to other
and weightier duties.’ Thus it happened that no patent was applied for.”” Dr.-
James Stacy, the historian of the Mijway settlement, from which . parental source
Doctor Goulding sprang, is another witneéss to the, latter’s ‘invenfion. He’ says that
while_visiting at Bath in the summer of 1848 he saw the rer of an old machine
in Doctor Goulding's home; and:in the opi of this com the great mthor
is undoubtedly entitled to the honor which the world ‘has accorded to Elias Howe.

" ;‘ . : ‘ » “

*
CHAPTER XXIX

Tue Wig Party BECOMES A POWER IN GEGRGIA—SENATOR BERRIEN ITs
RECOGNIZED LEADER—ON JANUARY 19, 1843, A StaTE CONVENTION
Is HELD AT luu.mcsuu.r.fcmnaa W, Crawrorp Is NOMINATED
poR GOVERNOR—OPPOSED BY MARK A. CooPER, THE DEMOCRATIC CAN-
~ pATE—BUT Mg, - CRAWFORD. WINS—THE LEGISLATURE oF 1843
% Divibes THE STATE INTO FORTY- SEVEN SENATORIAL DIsTRICTS—REA-
soNs ror THis Rapican CHA\GE——THE SENATE Too LaRGE A Bopy—
ITs CONSERVATISM lur.uxm—}b;nasnsum ax' Tae House Is» ALso
Repucep—T¢ DETERMINE A COUNTY ‘k.Ru-mx-:wmox\ ALt FRree
WHITES, ARE COUNTED AND THREE-FIFTHS OF THE SLAVES—WALTER
T. Com.qurrr Svcceeps ALFRED CUTHBERT A8 UNITED STATES SENATOR
—Tue PReSIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN OF 1844—THEe ApyissioN oF TEXas
A BURNING IsSUE—MR. CrLaY, NOMINATED BY THE WHIGS ON A PLaT-
FORM ANTAGONISTIC TO TEXAS, LOSES A STRONG SUPPORT IN THE
SovTi—PoLk Is ELECTED—GOVERNOR CrRAWFORD Is GIVEN A SECOND
TerM—THE SturreMg Court oF GEeorGIA Is CREATED IN 1845—
Josern Hexry Lusmpris—EuGeNivs A, Nisper—HiraM WARNER—
Tue Grear Triv MVIRATE—WHY SUCH A (.ourr was Nor CREATED
EarLier—HIsToRY OF  THE MovemenT - Looking  Towarp  ITs

CREATION.

At tlm penod of the state’s hnstorv the old whig party was its most
powerful political organization. On January 19, 1843, at Milledgeville,

. this party held its first state convention. United: States Senator John

MacPherson Berrien, the recognized leader of the whig party in Geor-
gia, was elected chairman. This body elected-ten delegates to attend a na-
tional convention of the whig.party in Baltimore in 1844, with instrue-
tions to support Henry Clay for President. At the same time, George

“W. Crawford, then a méember of Congress, was nominalml for governor on

a whig ticket.

To oppose M¥. Craw ford the democrats nominated Mark A. Cooper,
but in the fall election Mr. Crawford won. The Leg!slature of 1843 pro-
duced one of the most radical changes in the history of the state govern-

-ment.. Since 1789 each county in Georgia had constituted a separate

senatorial district and was entitled to one state senator; but as the result -~
of this syster of representation the Senate had become a second House.
To'restore the cgnsr'atmm of this ligher body, it was necessary to re-
duce its membership. © uently an amendment to the state constitu-
tion, havmg passed two gn‘ms ® dividing the state into forty-seven

s Dmemher 27, '842, and December 5, 1843, see House and Senate Journals for i
these years. v 4
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senatorial districts, was finally ratified, aud became a part of the fun-
damental law of Georgia.

Each of these aewly created districts, with Lbe exception of the first, .

was to be composed of two contiguous counties; but the County of Chat-
ham. onsuceonnt of its population and importance, was to constitute a
separate distriet within itself.  In 1853, this constitutional amendment
was repealed: hut from 1845 to 1853, it remained in operation dl‘rmg
which titne the state was divided into forty-seven senatorial districts.

¢ Under an act approved December 27, 1843, membership in the House
was likewise reduced,” Each county was to have at least one represen-
tative and no zounty was to be allowed more than two; and there were
thirty-seven counties, each of which, under the provisions of this act,
were entitled to two representatives.® (All of the other counties were
allotted one member each. =

In fixing a county’s status, all frec’white persons were counted and
three-fifths of the slaves. Yembers of the General Assembly were to be
elected biennially on the first Mond®y in October. Future sessions of
the Legislature were also to be held biennially on the first Monday in
November for each alternate year beginning on the first Monday in
November, 1845.

Alfred Cuthbhert's term as United States senator having expired on
Marehi 3, 1843, Judge Walter T. Colquitt, of Columbus, was elecu»d to
sneceed him in this high forum.

Financial conditions began to improve somewhat during Governor
Crawford’s administration and taxes were raised sufficient to pay some
of the state’s outstanding indebtedness.

" (Georgia’s electoral support was given in 1844 to James K, Polk, of
Tennessee, for President.  Under norma) conditions, Georgia was a Whig
state, hut she favored the annexation of Texas to the United States; and,

* on a platform favoring annexation, Mr. Polk had been nominated by the

demoerats. Texas,” having achieved her independence of Mexico, she
desired to hee ome a state in the American Union, since most of her pioneer
suttlers were from the states. Accordingly she applied for admission in
1537, soon after Lier independence was achieved.

Rut_action was delayed: There wis great opposition. en@'ﬁally at

- the North, to the admission of Texas. All of the territory of this proposed

state lay sonth of Missouri, and its admission therefore ‘meant the addi-
tion of a vast smpire to the domain of slavery in_the United. States..
Finally, howeyer, in the campaign of 1844, the annéxation of Texas be-
care 4 dominant issue, the democrats espousing while the whigs opposed
the ereation of ‘a new state out.of this imperial area to the Southwest.
Had Mr. Clay, the candidate of the whlgs not been nominated on a
platform antagonistie to'the annexation of Mexico, he would undoubtedly
have received Georgia’s support and might possibly Have won the elec-
tion. _As it was, Mr. Polk carried Georgia by a deﬂslve majority and
bevanie the next -President.

Georgia east only ten electoral votes in 1844, due to the reduchon of
which we have already spoken. Her electors at this time were: from
«the state at farge. Charles J. McDonald-and Alfred Iverson; district

' e &
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clecwru, B. Graves, II. V. Johnsou, R. M. Lharlton, Charles Murphey, .
‘Wm. F. Sanford, George W. Towns, Wm. B. Wofford and Eli H. Baxtep:

On March 1, 1845, three days before Mr, Polk’s inauguvation, Texas

' was admitted by a résolution of Congruss Troops' were at ‘oncc dis- -7

patched to theé:Rio Grande to protect the exposed, frontier; and’ ﬂm-t.
followed a bloody sequel since known as the Mexican war.

" Meanwhile, Governor Crawford, in the. fall of 1845, was re-elected
Georgia’s chief executive, defeatin, e democratic eandidate, Matthew
H. MecAllister, of Savannah. Mr. McAllister was one of the recognized
leaders of the Georgia ber, but keenly feeling the disappointment of his
defeat, he soon afterwards left Georgia for the Pacific coast, where he
eventually became a judge of the Federal Court in the State of Cali-
fornia.

Forty-seven years had ehpwd since the adoption of Georgia’s State
Conautuuon of 1798, but the state still lacked a courtyof last resort for
the correction of errors in its administration of justice, The Supenor

- Court judges had met at stated tifnes for the purpose of discussing con-

troverted law points, especially those of a constitutional nature; but this
method of review was nll-n'hpted to t@ state’s growth in population and
to its rapidly increasing number of judicatories. Litigation was con-
stantly on the increase ; issues calling for the most careful consideration
were constantly multiplying; variations between judges existed, despite
all efforts to prevent them, sometimes on questions of the most vital im-
portince; and to insure respect for law it was essential that judicial

_decisions should not be at variance. Perhaps one reason why Georgia

had moved slowly in creating a Supreme Court was due to the hostility
which this name inspires in the popular mind, as the result of unpleasant
dealings with the Supreme Court of the United States, beginning with
the-celebrated case of Chisholm versus Georgia.

But the need of a Supreme Court had become imperative. Governor
Charles J. McDonald in 1841, strongly recommended its creation, call-
ing attention to the fact that the constitution had been amended for this
purpose but that nothing had been done to put the amendment into effect.
Said he: ® ““The attention of the General Assembly has bicen frequently
called to the amended Constitution, authorizing the establishment of a
Supreme Court for the correction of errors. I again recommend it to

your- consideration.. When it is considered that the principal object of =

government is the attainment of justice, it is a matter of surprise that
we should:rest quietly under the imperfection of our system of juris-
prudence, in which there is neither, security nor certainty. The deci-
sions of the circuit judge are final and irreversible except at his will
His power, in cases involving the life, property and liberty of the citizen,
is absolute and appalling; and but that we have been so long accustomed

“to its exercise by a single individual, it would not be tolerated for a day.

It has been said, by those opposed to this reform in our judiciary, that
if one, judge errs, three may err. This is true: but it is also true that
three are not so likely. to erri one, especially when those three are sur-
rounded by‘ci?l'lms_mncu better adapted to full, calm, and thorough
investigation. * ©_#& 'l“}e great utility of such a tribunal strongly

~

*H.J, 161, p. 18. - -
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recommends its adoption. It will produce uniformity of judicial deter-
minations; by the settlement of legal principles, it will diminish litiga-
tion; and from the published reports of its decisions, an opportunity

will be afforded every man to understand the authoritative interpretation

of the laws.”’ :

Further back still, John Forsyth in 1828 portrayed in the most em-
phatic language, some of the inherent defects of the system.. Said he:'®
“Under the present arrangement of eight Superior Court Judges, each
confined to the cireuit for which he was elected, supreme in his authority,
not bofind by the decisions of his predecesofs or contemporaries and not
alway's by his own, there can be neither uniformity nor certainty in the
laws. The confusion producing contradictory decisions every day in-
creases ; property is held and recovered in one part of the state and lost
in another under the same circumstances; rights are asserted and main-
tained in one circuit af%d denied in another, in analogous cases.”” -But
finally, on December 10, 1845, an act was approved putting the constitu-
tional amendinent int@&effect and creating the Supreme Court of Georgia.t
Its membership was to consist of three judges one elected for six, one for
four, and one for two years, all subsequént terms to be six years each.
The Legislature of 1845 elected to preside over this tribunal: Joseph
Henry Lumpkin, of Athens; Eugenius A. Nisbet, of Macon; and Hiram
Warner, of Greenville, Nor, in the sphere of things judicial, has Georgia
ever been served by three abler or purer public servants. So distinetly
marked was the individuality of each that not one of the three could be
put above the rest, while at the same time there were separate and pecu-
liar aspects in which each was superior to the others.

Judge Lumpkin was the orator of the bench. In the magical modula-
tions of his voice, the magnetic charm of his person and the vivid powers
of his imagination, Judge Lumpkin has ever been surpassed in Georgia.
At the present time there is little seope for the exercise of such gifts
upon the bench; but during-the migratory days of the court when it

moved from cireuit to circuit and people crowded the court-room to hear

the decisions orally rendered there was abundant opportunity for judi-
cial eloquence. _Judge Lumpkin was on the berich longer than any of his
associdtes. and was for this reason the chief {mtor in developing the
Supreme Court of Georgia. 1 .

Next to Judge Lumpkin in tenure of. service upon the bemeh was

Judge Warner. He resigned in 1853, after having served continuonsly

for eight years; but on the death of Jdge Lumpkin in 1867 he returned

to the bench as chief justice. Two yedrs later he was reduced to asso-
ciate ranks by Governor-Bulloch under the reconstruction regimée; but in
1872 he aga‘n became -chief justice, retaining his commission until his
voluntary retirement in 1880, He was characterized in his decisions
Jess by. rhetorical and imaginative gracés-than by original force and
vigor of infellect.. He was tenacious of his convictions and absolutely
fearless in his rulings.  His knowledge of the law was not confined to
precedents, but was securely grounded upon fundamental principles.. He
was perhaps too.reserved in manner to enthuse the masses; but he pos-

I S

* Acts, 1828,
t Acts, 1845, Cobb, 448,
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sessend the unbounded respect ot‘ ull classes of people in Georgu who
esteemed him as the very embodiment of ‘Roman justice itself.
Judge Nishet remained on the supréme bench only eight years, retir-

~ing soon ufter Judge Warner in 1838, and never resumied the ermine.
.But during this comparatively brief pericd he rendered important deci-

sions which made his name familiar throughout the world-wide litera-

__ ture of the profession. Unless exception is made of Judge Bleckley, who
_resigned the chief justiceship late in the "90s, Judge Nisbet is the most

frequently quoted of all the oracles of the. Supreme Court of Georgia;
and with Judge Bleckley he has been accorded ddmission into that pro-
fessional Valhalla, entitled *“ Great Decisions by Great Judges.”’

" But Judge Nisbet has been quoted at times by eminent judicial au-
thorities in other states without receiving due credit for services ren-
dered.  To be specifie; it will be found that Judge Fowler, in the forty-
first volume of New Hampshi®: Reports, has reproduced almost verbatim
an important decision of Judge Nisbet found in the eleventh volume of
Georgia Reports, giving himonly foot-note credit as an authority cited.
There is a difference as old as the Ten Commandments between citing
authority and paraphrasing language, and Judge Fowler has winked at
the Decalogue to the extent of falling into the latter grievous error.
The deadly paraliel columns would probably never have been drawn had
not the case become celebrated and the credit for having adjudicated the
principle been inadvertently assigned to Judge Fowler.

Judge Nisbet's strength lay not only in his thorough legal scholarship
but in his discriminating powers of analysis and especially in his crystal
transparency of statement. Without wasting time in elaboration he was
spontaneously familiar with ‘all the classics and fluently expressed him-
self in terms of the most liberal culture.

Judge Lumpkin cared nothing for political honors, and allowed no
offers, however tempting, to shake his resolute determination to remain
upon the bench. It is rather singular that gifts which in the legislative
halls or on the hustings would have lifted him at once into the leAder-
ship or which before the jury would have earned him one of the largest
professional incomes in the state, should nevertheless have been devoted
to the laborious routine of the bencli. But it filled the measure of Judge

.umpkm s ambition to wear the judicial erminé of Supreme Court,
and since it gave him an opportunity to mold the Judlcm'y system of the

state he could not have linked his name with a service better calculated

to endear his memory to the people of Georgia.

But Judge Nisbet and Judge Warner wire both fond of ‘political life
and both ecenpied seats in the halls of Congress before the war. They
were also both active upon the stage of political events in Georgia imme-
diately prior to the outbreak of the struggle, but they approached the
great issie of seeession from diametrically oppesite standpoints. Judge
Nishet not only advocated secession, but was himself the author of the
ordinance which swept Georgia from the Union in 1861. Judge Warner
not only opposed secession, but even after the fight was over and the
cowmittee had heen appointed to draft the formal syllables of dissolu-

- tion, he still refused to join the majority ranks, He believed in the con-

stitiitional right of the state to secede, but he dofibted the expediency

“of the proposed step, believing that the problems could all be adjusted

¥
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within the bmou and that the act of separation meant war. He was
opposed to disruption: At the Charleston conveation he had tefuned to
join the southern revolt led by Wm. L. \aneey, eving that the only
hope of success lay in the consolidation of ' forces under the Jﬂuner o“
the nitional democracy. Judge Nisbet félt that since the “fundamental®
law of, the land had been repudmted by the anti-slavery. #ggressors the
cause-of constitutional’ libérty was imperiled and the time- had ccrhe for

the state to resume her soﬁl!elgn rights.

Twenty years before, Judge Nisbet and Judge Warner had differed
even more widely, the formeér having been a whig and, the latter a demo-
crat.-- At the present time they were both democrats, separating only
upon the great issue of sccession: As'soon’ as Georgia had spoken Judge
Warner, with pa‘,not:c ‘submission, accepted’ the.-result and gave to -
Georgia his undnndql allegiance; but he performed this act of patriotic
surrender without in the least modxfymg his®conviction that the course
which the state had uhen was unwise, Without stopping to measure
consequences, J' udge ! Nisbet felt that grievances had become so multiplied
that Georgia was left no choice in honor and in self-respect except to
withdraw from the compacts

Both men could boast of ancestries whose principles had been put*
to the most rlgld test. Judge Warner had come from Puritan New Eng-
land, where his forefathers, between the Indians on one hand and the
icicles on the other, had mastered the difficult lessons of life in the bitter-
est school of hardships. Judge Nisbet had always lived in Georgia, but
he had sprung from sturdy old Scotch Presbyterian Covenanters, one of
whom, Capt. John Nisbet, had been executed on the streets of Edinburgh
because he refused to surrender the supreme ‘tribunal of his conscience
even to the royal edict of his king.

Both brought to .bear in serving Georgia, under circumstances of
peculiar stress, the same rugged _pnnclples which had come down to them
from ancestral molds; and tried though they were in the very fires and
found to be pure gold, they both missed the gubernatorial chair which
they had honorably coveted and which they would have richly adorned.
‘What seem to be the ingratitudes of politics are sometimes difficult to
explain; but neither Judge Nisbet nor Judge Warner were politicians in .
the fiddle-dancing sense of the term. They were rugged old juﬁho‘
understood better how to construe laws and hold principles 1o
make votes, and, besides, in fearlessly wielding the ax with honest strokes
from the shoulder, they gave far more heed to the mark than to the chips.

One of the most striking of what may be called the judicial charac-
tetistics of Judge Lumpkin was his pronounced aversion to the mere
technicalities of court procedure. Wherever vital principles were
involved he refused to play the iconoclast; but no amount of antiquity
could make him venerate forms and ceremonies which possessed no essen-
tial value ; and toward the task of simplifying the routine of the court he
hent all the reforming zeal of Martin Luther. ‘‘Where lies the justice of
the cagg?’’ was theé"yuistion uppermost in the mind of Judge Lumpkin,
and he almost savagely tore aside the husks to lay bare the hidden grain
of truth. <% &
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sessend the unbounded respect ot‘ ull classes of people in Georgu who
esteemed him as the very embodiment of ‘Roman justice itself.
Judge Nishet remained on the supréme bench only eight years, retir-

~ing soon ufter Judge Warner in 1838, and never resumied the ermine.
.But during this comparatively brief pericd he rendered important deci-

sions which made his name familiar throughout the world-wide litera-

__ ture of the profession. Unless exception is made of Judge Bleckley, who
_resigned the chief justiceship late in the "90s, Judge Nisbet is the most

frequently quoted of all the oracles of the. Supreme Court of Georgia;
and with Judge Bleckley he has been accorded ddmission into that pro-
fessional Valhalla, entitled *“ Great Decisions by Great Judges.”’

" But Judge Nisbet has been quoted at times by eminent judicial au-
thorities in other states without receiving due credit for services ren-
dered.  To be specifie; it will be found that Judge Fowler, in the forty-
first volume of New Hampshi®: Reports, has reproduced almost verbatim
an important decision of Judge Nisbet found in the eleventh volume of
Georgia Reports, giving himonly foot-note credit as an authority cited.
There is a difference as old as the Ten Commandments between citing
authority and paraphrasing language, and Judge Fowler has winked at
the Decalogue to the extent of falling into the latter grievous error.
The deadly paraliel columns would probably never have been drawn had
not the case become celebrated and the credit for having adjudicated the
principle been inadvertently assigned to Judge Fowler.

Judge Nisbet's strength lay not only in his thorough legal scholarship
but in his discriminating powers of analysis and especially in his crystal
transparency of statement. Without wasting time in elaboration he was
spontaneously familiar with ‘all the classics and fluently expressed him-
self in terms of the most liberal culture.

Judge Lumpkin cared nothing for political honors, and allowed no
offers, however tempting, to shake his resolute determination to remain
upon the bench. It is rather singular that gifts which in the legislative
halls or on the hustings would have lifted him at once into the leAder-
ship or which before the jury would have earned him one of the largest
professional incomes in the state, should nevertheless have been devoted
to the laborious routine of the bencli. But it filled the measure of Judge

.umpkm s ambition to wear the judicial erminé of Supreme Court,
and since it gave him an opportunity to mold the Judlcm'y system of the

state he could not have linked his name with a service better calculated

to endear his memory to the people of Georgia.

But Judge Nisbet and Judge Warner wire both fond of ‘political life
and both ecenpied seats in the halls of Congress before the war. They
were also both active upon the stage of political events in Georgia imme-
diately prior to the outbreak of the struggle, but they approached the
great issie of seeession from diametrically oppesite standpoints. Judge
Nishet not only advocated secession, but was himself the author of the
ordinance which swept Georgia from the Union in 1861. Judge Warner
not only opposed secession, but even after the fight was over and the
cowmittee had heen appointed to draft the formal syllables of dissolu-

- tion, he still refused to join the majority ranks, He believed in the con-

stitiitional right of the state to secede, but he dofibted the expediency

“of the proposed step, believing that the problems could all be adjusted
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hope of success lay in the consolidation of ' forces under the Jﬂuner o“
the nitional democracy. Judge Nisbet félt that since the “fundamental®
law of, the land had been repudmted by the anti-slavery. #ggressors the
cause-of constitutional’ libérty was imperiled and the time- had ccrhe for

the state to resume her soﬁl!elgn rights.

Twenty years before, Judge Nisbet and Judge Warner had differed
even more widely, the formeér having been a whig and, the latter a demo-
crat.-- At the present time they were both democrats, separating only
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Both men could boast of ancestries whose principles had been put*
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icicles on the other, had mastered the difficult lessons of life in the bitter-
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whom, Capt. John Nisbet, had been executed on the streets of Edinburgh
because he refused to surrender the supreme ‘tribunal of his conscience
even to the royal edict of his king.
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peculiar stress, the same rugged _pnnclples which had come down to them
from ancestral molds; and tried though they were in the very fires and
found to be pure gold, they both missed the gubernatorial chair which
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‘What seem to be the ingratitudes of politics are sometimes difficult to
explain; but neither Judge Nisbet nor Judge Warner were politicians in .
the fiddle-dancing sense of the term. They were rugged old juﬁho‘
understood better how to construe laws and hold principles 1o
make votes, and, besides, in fearlessly wielding the ax with honest strokes
from the shoulder, they gave far more heed to the mark than to the chips.

One of the most striking of what may be called the judicial charac-
tetistics of Judge Lumpkin was his pronounced aversion to the mere
technicalities of court procedure. Wherever vital principles were
involved he refused to play the iconoclast; but no amount of antiquity
could make him venerate forms and ceremonies which possessed no essen-
tial value ; and toward the task of simplifying the routine of the court he
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CHAPTER XXX

Wi wirn Mexico Over THE ANNEXATION OF TEXas—THe FEDERAL
GoversMENT CaLLs UroN GEORGIA FOR A REGIMENT—IN RESPONSE
70-Tins CaLr, Tex CoMpaNIES ARE ORGANIZED AT CoLuMBus, UNDER
IH:nky R, JacksoN A8 COLONEL—GEORGIANS IN THE REGULAR ARMY
or e Usitep States—Gen, W. H. T. Warker—Gen. W. S.
WALKER—COL. Jaymes McINTOSH-—OTHERS IN THE VOLUNTEER SERV-
1cE ACHIEVE DIsTINCTION—3EN. Davip E. Twices—CoL. Rosert M.
l-,( 1HoLs—CoMMODORE  JOSIAH T/a'r}\u, Commanps THE Famous

“MosqUito FLEEr”'—TuE WILMOT PROVISO PRECIPITATES A GREAT
DEBATE 1IN THE NATIONAL HOUSE 0F REPRESENTATIVES-—MEMBERS OF
(‘oxGress During Tais PEriop—Wavter T. CoLQuitr RESIGNS THE
Toca—IHEerscnfL V. Jonnson Sveceeps Hiv Untin Winuiam C.
Dawsox Is Erectep—Georee W. Towns, A DEMOCRAT, DEFEATS
Gex. Dunean L. Cuinen, A WHig, For GOVERNOR—THE PRESIDEN-
1AL CAMPAIGN oF 1848—GEORGIA SuPPORTS THE WHIG CANDIDATE,
Gex. Zacnary TayLor— ‘Rouen anp Reapy” Is Evecrep—Ex-
(GoverNOorR CRAWFORD - BECOMES SECRETARY OF War—JoserH E.
Brows Makes His Apvest 1N Georeia Pourtics—HoweLn Cose
BECOMES SPEAKER OF THE NATIONAL “HMOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES—
Presipes OVER A SToRMY SessioN—THE REsULTS OF THE MEXICAN
W AR—Tie DiScOVERY OF GOLD IN THE SIERRAS—CALIFORNIA SEEKS
ADMISSION AS A FREE STATE—AN ERA oF VIOLENT PaAssioN—THE
CoMpPROMISE OF 1850—MR. CLAY'S LiAST GREAT ACHIEVEMENT—THE
(iEorGIA RESOLUTIONS—SECESsION Fires EXTINGUISHED—GOVERNOR
Towns Re-ELECTED—Two Nzw CouNTIES: CREATED—CLINCH AND
GorpoN—TaE RoMaN Catrovic CHURCH OF GEORGIA Ommmp;‘lm‘o
* A SEPARATE JURISDICTION—STATISTICS OF GEORGIA IN 1850. ®

In May, 1846, tie United States'War Department called upon Georgia
for a regiment of infantry to serve in Mexico. Nor vas the state long
in responding to this call. Ten companies were selected and these,
meeting in Juné at Columbus, formed a regiment the numerical strength
of which aggregated 898 officers and men. The field offiters chosen at
this time were: Henry R, Jackson, celonel; Thomas Y. Redd, lieuten-
ant-colonel ; Charles J. Williams, major, and John Forsyth, adjutant.

*The Georgia Regiment of Volunteers was composed of the following
companics:  The Columbus Guards, 87 members; the Georgia Light
‘infantry, 91 members, and the Crawford Guards, 83 members, all from

- Columbus: the Richmond Blues, of Augusta, 93 members; the Jasper

Gteens, of SavAnnah, 86 members; the Macon Guards, of W 92
* members; he Sumter County. Volunteers, of Americus, 89 members;
the Fannin Avengers, from Pike County, 93 members; the Kenesaw
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Rangers, from Cobb County, 92 members; and the Canton Volunteers,
from Cherokee, 90 members. b

LN
“  This regimént left at_once for Mexico. IKut it was destiu:&- 0 see

Imle fighting.. Twelve months—the entire period of enllsunent—pnsned

*without bringing “them inta hostile encounter with the*foe; and exwpt'

to furnish. details of soldiers.for guarding mouney trains and provision

wagons; it took no part in the campaign. To men who were full of

the ardor of conflict, suclr inaction wé8 galling; but' to make matters.
infinitely worse an wunhealthy camp site, amid tropical surroundings,
superinduced fever, from which many of these volunteers died. -+
However, there were other companies to enlist. Besides, there were
many recruits from Georgia to join the regular army of the United
States. Some of the Georgiaps who distinguished themselves in the
Mexican war were: Gen. David E. Twiggs, Gen. W. H. T. Walker,

- Gen. Willidm S.” Walker, Col. James McIntosh, Col. Rob(’rt M. Echols,
dieut.' James Longstreet, Licut: William M. Gardiner, and others. Col. |

James McIntosh, a hero of the War of 1812, fell at the head of his regi-

. ment, when in sight of the walls of, the City of Mexico. He bélonged

to the regular army and at Palo Alto had'been severely wounded. Colonel
Echols was threwn from his horse at the Natural Bridge, in Mexico, sus-
taining injuries from which he died; but he had already been breveted
a brigadier-general. Lieut. James Longstreet, destined to be known in
the history of the great Civil war as ‘Lee’s Old War Horse,”’ earned
his spu.¢, in the Mexican campaign and was wounded at Chapultepéc.

“Commodore Josiah Tattnall, of the American navy, also won distine-
tion in command of his famous **Mosquito Fleet.”’

Two brilliant victories achieved in the fall of 1847 hrol:ght the Mex-

ican war to a close. Gen. Zachary Taylor’s defeat of Santa Anna gave
him possession of the northern provinces, after which the City of Mex-

ico capitulated ‘to General Scott. On February 2, 1848, a treaty of '

peace was signed under which the Unifed States acquired a vast area
of territory, acquiring California, Utah, New Mexico, Nevada and

Texas, Mexlco in return, was to receive $15, 000000 from the United

States.

It was while the Mexican war was in progress that the famous Wil-
mot Proviso was introduced in Congress by its author, precipitating a
debate whose thunders rocked the continent and threatened to rend the

Union in twain, On Angust 8, 1846, pending the consideration in Con-

gress of a bill placing $2,000,000 at the disposal of President Polk to
negotiate a pegee with Mexico, David Wilmot, a representative from
Penmy!vania, offered the following amendment: ‘‘Provided, that
neither slavery nor involuntary servitude shall ever exist in any part
of the ferritory acquired from Mexico, except for crime, whereof the
party shall be duly convicted.”” This was the famous Wilmot Proviso
whose dissussion fired the country from ocean to ocean. It was adoptei
iu the Flouse by a.xgte of 94 to"iJ;-und was under debate in the Senate
when the hour brevmm]y fixed for adjournment of the session arrived.
At the next session, M¥: ilgpot again intriduced it; and again the
House remained firm in favor of-the amendment, passing it once more

by a deeided m jority; but'no action was taken by the Senate. Eventu- -
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ally, however, an adjustment was reached under the ecompromise
measures of 1850.

Georgia sent to the Twenty-eighth Congress (184.5-184») the fol-
lowing delegation: Edward J. Black, Absalom H. Chappell, Howell
Cobb, Hugh A. Haralson, William H. Stiles, John H. Lumpkin, John
Millen, and Mark A. Cooper. Only two of these were out and out whigs,
Messrs, Black and Chappell. The latter was a brother-in-law of Gen.
Mirabeau B. Lamar. John Millen died before taking his seat and to
succeed him Gen, Duncan L. Clinch, a whig, was elecu»d Mark A.
Cooper resigned to ‘become the democratic candidate for governor in
1845 and was succéeded by Alexander H. Stephens, a whig. When Mr.
Stephens entered Congress, the delegation was evenly divided between
the two parties. Mr. Stiles, at the close of his term, was appointed
charge d'affaires to Austria by President Polk, holding this important
diplomatic office from 1845 to 1849.

Four members of the old delegation were re-elected to the Twenty-
ninth Congress (1845-185‘1): Howell Cobb, Hugh A. Haralson, John

Lumpkin and Alexander H. Stephens. The other members were:

Seaborn Jones, .a demoerat:; Thomas Butler King, a whig; Washington
Poc, a demoerat, and Robert Toombs, a whig. Mr. Poe declined a seat
in Congress, and to succeed him, George W. Towns, a democrat, was
cleetad.  There were only three whigs in the Georgia delegation at this
time, to wit, Messrs. King, Steph and Toomb

Most of these were re-elected to the Thirtieth Congress (1847-1849).
There were only two new members in the state’s delegation chosen at
this time, viz, Alfred Iverson, a democrat, and John W. Jones, a whig.

"Dr. Jones was a physiciap and a resident of Griffin. Mr. Iverson after-

wards succeeded to the toga. ’l‘hergs. were four whigs on the Georgia
delegation in this Congress.

Hon. Walter. T. Colquitt, having resigned the toga in 1848, Hon.
Herschel V. Johnson was appointed to sueceed him as United States
senator for the unexpired term; but in the fall of 1847 Hon. William
(". Dawson had already been elected by the Legislature to serve for a
full term of six years, to begin March 4, 1849.

George 'W. Towns, formerly a member of Congress, rpesived the
democratic nomination for Congress in 1847 and defeated his.whig
antagonist, Gen. Duncan L. Clinch.  General Clinch had spent most
of his life since attmnmg manhood in the regular army of the United
States. ITe had fought in the War of 1812 and i the war against the
Sominoles, gaining a decisive victory over the great chief, Osceola, in
the Battle of Withlacoochee, in 1835, at which time he was in full com-
mand of the American fcrces. But finally provoked by the. inefficient
taciics of the War Department, he relinquished the military service
with the rank of brigadier-general and retired to his plantation near
St. Mary's. In 1844, General Clinch was elected to Congress to fill a
vacaney caused-by the death of John M\llen

It was a-spirited contest waged in 1847 between the whigs and the
democrats for the office of governor. But General Clinch was a soldier,
not apolitjcian. On the other hand, his successful competitor was a
trmuoq public speaker, a shrewd organizer of men, ‘and @ man of rare

'gms \Zo\mlmloss it was hv a slender majority- that Mr. Towns car-
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ried the state and became Georgia’s next governor. The vote stood: _
 Towns, 43,220; Clinch, 41,931.* ' i\ K
. The Legislaturgs was largely concerned with matters of ‘Bn{mcc and
' thero ‘were few mehsures of general interest enacted into law. “Ruring s/

the next year, as we have already noted in this chapter, the \Iex‘im
war was brought to a succeasful conclusion.

General Zachary Taylor becamu, the idelized. popular hero *0ld
ﬁxgh and Ready,”’ the sobriquet mwhlch he was known to his men,
received universal adoption. In the campaign of 1848, General Paylor
was made the standard bearer of the national whig party for president.
He received Georgia's support and won the presidency over General
Lewis Cass and ex-President Martin Van Buren.- Georgia’s electors
in 1848 were as follows: From the state at large, William Terrell and
Seaton Grantland; district électors, H. W. Sharp, Warren Akin, Wil-
liam H.|Crawford, Asbury Hull, A. W. Reddmg, Y. ®. King, William
Moséléy and George Stapleton.®® ‘

But*General Taylor was already well advanced in years when he

entered the White House; and too feeble to'sustain for a protracted
season the wexght of great official retgomnbxhtles he died in 1850 and
was sut.ceeded by Vice-President, Millard’ Filimore.

. On “organizing his cabinet, General Taylor appointed Gcorgc Ww.
Crawford, of Georgia, secretary of war, an office which he continued
to hold under President Fillmore. Mr. Crawford had just relinquished
the (yvernorship of his native state when called to this hlgh official
responsibility at the national seat of government.

Joseph E. Brown first made his appearance on the stage of Georgia
politics in the fall of 1849 as a member of the State Setate. He repre-
sented what was then the Forty-first District, under the old division.
Slight of figure, in manner somewhat reserved, he took no declaratory
or boisterous part in the debates, spoke seldom, was always calm, un-
emotional, and to the point. Except for an accent peculiar to the
mountaineer, there was little about the new senator to attract a super-
ficial observer. But Judge Andrew J. Miller, one of his colleagues, was
not slow to-discover in him one of the coming .men of Georgia; nor did
he hesitate to put himself on record with this prediction: ‘‘Joe Brown

will yet stamp the impress of his genius upon the future history of the
state.”” 1 Alfred I1. Colquitt was at this same session an assistant sec-

retary of the Senate. Here were two Georgians for whom the highest
honors of the state were reserved, including both the governorship and
the topa.t

Al

* H-J, 1847, p. 29.

** “‘Lanman’s Biographical Annals of the United States Gorernment," p. 529-530.

i “‘History of Georgia; 1850-1881,"' I. W. Avery, p. 21

t One of the notable battles in this Legislature was over a measure that became

in thore days known as the hobby of Andrew J. Miller, ealled his *‘ Woman's bill.’”
The object-was to secure to married women their own property independent of the
hushand. ~ Miller was sent to thed | Jslature time and again, and at every session
he introduced i:iulﬂu»}mc, only to be repeatedly defeated. It finally became the
luw, dnd its success was to the persistent agitation of the persevering Miller.
lwph E. Brown had the old- “fighioned notions of the marital relation and fought

all of these mew-fangled ideas. Miller’s Woman's Bill was defeated by a vote of .

lwmty one yei to twenty-thiee nays in the Senate, Brown voting no. A bill to lidit

. .
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To the national Congress in 1848 Georgia elected a ticket on which

there were several whigs, but a careful analysis of the eleetion returns

vill show that the state was slowly drifting from the old whig moor-
ings.. Her representatives chosen to the Thirty-first Congress (1849-
1851,° werr:  Howell Cobb, Thomas C. Hackett, Hugh A. Haralson,
Thomas Butler King, Allen F. Owen, Alexander H. Stephens, Robert
Toombs, and Marshal J. Wellborn. Four of these were whigs—DMessrs.
King,  Owens, Toombs and Stephens, But Mr. King resigned his seat
in 1849 to become collector of the Port of San Francisep, and was suc-
ceeded by Joseph W. Jackson, of Savannah, a democrat. - This reduced
the whig strength in the Georgia delegation to only three members.

As we have already seen, Mr. King was the first man of any promi-
nence in the United States to conceiwe the idea of a transcontinental
line, connecting the two occans. He was a wealthy sea-island cotton
planter and a man of extensive commereial operations. Mr. Hackett
is scarcely remembered @t the present day, due largely to his early
death. He ‘served only one te in Congress, dying at Marietta,
Georgia, on October 8, 1851, Mr. Owen likewise served only one term
in Congress, but afterwards became consul-general at Havana. He
was a resident of Talbotton, Georgia. Judge Wellborn withdrew from
publie life at the close of his term and in 1864 became a Baptist min-
ister. e lived for a number of years in Columbus.

Howell Cobb, a democrat, was elected speaker of the House, when
(origress assembled in December. His whig colleagues did not support
him, but connived at the result by supporting a member who was not

a candidate’ for the speakership.. Realizing that slavery was endan-

gered, there had been an effort made at coalition between the Southern
wings of both parties, and for dayssghere had been a deadlock. Turbu-
lent scenes were enacted; but finally, over a most violent protest from
Mr. Toombs, a proposition prevailed to chose a speaker by a mere plu-
rality vote; and when the decisive ballot was taken Mr. Cobb won. It
was a stormy session over which Mr. Cobb presided, but his skill as a
parliamentarian and his evident desire to be just in his rulings made him
an ideal presiding officer and he gave great satisfaction to both sides.

To understand the prevailing unrest which characteringd”the public
mind at this time and which reached an acute expression in the delib-
ations of Congress, we must note the results of the Mexican war.
Growing out of this conflict, as we have already observed, the United
States acquired a vast area of country, extending’ the national domain to
the Pacific Ocean. The discovery of the yellow metal in 1848 gave a tre-
mendous impulse to the drift of population westward and started a multi-
tude of feverish fortune hunters toward the Golden Gate. So rapidly
was the new territory settled that, in 1849, its inhabitants applied fot
admission into the Union. But there was a clause in the Constitution

the Yability of husbands for debts of wives incurred before marriage, did pass the

Senate, however, and Brown vindicated his coasistency by voting against it. During
the consideration of the Woman’s Bill Judge Richard H. Clark offered an amend-
ment” ~ul-mitting the Woman’s Bill to a popular vote at the governor’s election in
1831, Seniator Woods proposed an dment allowing .f alés betw sixt,

and Wty years to vote.  The amendments were both rejected by only a small majority.

—TiAl., p. 21
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prohibiting slavery.” Consequently the South made strenuous objection.

Since half of the territory lay south of-36 degrees, minutes, it \ya§
proposed-to apply to it the principle of the Missouri €ompromiSe of
1820, under which Slavery: was excluded only from the region of terrj
tory north 0f this line. Moreover, a fugitive slaye law was’ de\maéde%t
as a means of safeguarding rights guaranteed by the. Constitution.
There were ‘& number of bills before Congress, and amid the conflicting !
issues which arose at this time, N’_Uniou was greatly imperiled.. Some
of the Southern leaders made speeches the effect of which was to inflame
the minds of people at home. b S

Acting upon advice from Washington, the Georgia Legislature called
a convention to meet in Milledgeville on December.10; 1850. The people
were stirred to a high piteh/of excitement. Mass meetings had been held
during the summer at wl}k]g-snch spellbinders as Rhett, of South Caro-
lina, Yancey, of Alabama, and ex-Governor Charles J. McDonald,’ of
Georgia, and other advoocates of extreme- state rights, had spoken with
powerful effect. Meanwhile, however, Mr. Clay had come forward with
his famous Omnibus Bill.  Its provisions were these: to admit California

without slavery; to permit New Mexico and Utah to settle the question ,

for themselves; to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia; and to
re-enact a law compelling the return of escaped slaves. This was the
last of Mr. Clay’s great achievements as a compromiser, and was known
as the Compromise of 1850. It introduced for the first time what was
attérwards known as the principle of ‘‘Squatter Sovereignty,’’ a prin-
ciple which left to the settlers themselves the right to settle the slavery
question in the territories. Both sides accepted this‘compromine as the
crystalized wisdom of ghe hour. :

. Georgia's entire delegation supported the compromise, whigs and
democrats uniting. But the secessional fires kindled in Georgia by the
impassioned oratory of this turbulent hour, both in and out of Congress,
were still crackling; and to extinguish the blaze before its incendiary
flames could endanger the Union, Messrs. Toombs, Stephens and Cobb
hastened home and plunged into the campaign which was then in prog-
ress for the election of delegates to the Milledgeville Convention. There

was a widespread misconception in Georgia as to the exact status %

which the Compromise of 1850 left matters, but these trusted leaders™
cleared the atmospliere. Hostility was disarmed; and to the convéntion
which assembled at Milledgeville, on December 10, 1850, a majority of
the delegates chosen were Union men. It fell to Hon. Charles J. Jenkins,
of Richmbnd, as chairman of a committee appointed for this purpose,

. to draft the convention’s report; and this report became -justly famous

as the Georgia Platform of 1850. Setting forth Georgia’s strong attach-
ment to the Union, it deplored the slavery agitation, asserted the right
of \he_ state to settle this question for themselves, avowed a willinghess
%0 accept the compromise_neasures of Mr. Clay, but declared it to be
Georgia’seduty and determination to resist any measure of Congress to
disturh the peace gugo invade the riglits of the slaveholding states. This
report was adopted. M quicted the situation. Georgia’s action pro-

-~ duced a ranquilizing effect upon other states, and historians are agreed

..
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that this happy solution of a grave problem deferred the great Civil

war for at least ten years.}

In 1849, Governor Towns was renominated and re-elected - by lhe
demoerats. His competitor, at this time, was Judge E..Y. Hill, a whig.
Again it was by a small majority that the democratic candidate won.

Judge Hill was a man of high charaéter and of wide influence through-

out the state, and he polled 43,322 votes in the popular election against
46,514 cast for Governor Towns. The power of the whig party in Georgia
was beginning slowly to wane, due to a suspected lukewarmness on the

part of /its Northern members toward slavery. As W party, the whigs -

lisd not favored the annexation of Texas, which meant an additional
slave state; nor had they favored the Mexican war.

Two new counties were created by the Legislature of 1850: Clinch
and Gordon. The former of thesé was laid off from Wayne aud was
called Clinch in honor of Gen. Duncan L. Clineh, a former member
of Congress and a successful lndmn fighter. Gordon was detached from
Floyd and Cass and was name(uor Hon. W. W. Gordon, the first presi-
dent of the Central of Georgia and one of the state’s industrial captains.®

On November 10, 1850, the Roman Catholic Church in Georgia was

organized into a separate jurisdiction called the See of Savannah. Right

Rev. Francis X. Garland became its first bishop. This distinguished
ecclesiastic was beloved by all, regardless of creed. He died of yellow
fever, a malady which he contracted during the famous epidemic of
1854 in Savannah, while caring for the sick.

Givorgia's population, according to the Federal census of 1850, was lit-
tle short of a round million. To give the exact figures, it disclosed a total
of 906,185 inhabitants, of which number 384,613 were slaves. The
state’s annual yield of cotton at this time was 500,000 bales; of wheat,
1,000,000 bushels; of oats, 4,000[000 bushels; and of corn, 30,000,000
bushels. The value of its crops was $47,000,000. Exports reached
$9,000,000. Imports totaled only $700,000. As compared with 1840,
these statistics indicated a rapid growth in material wealth.| -

s llutory of Georgia,”” R. P. Btoolul. o -H,

’ ‘ Wi, W. Gorpox: MONUMENT TO THE -BAILWAY PloNEEx—One of the most
beautiful monuments in the City of Savannah is the handsome stryéture’ of marble,
in Courthouse Square, commemorating the useful life of the great pieneer of railway
development in Georgia. William Washington Gordon. He died at the early age of
forty six.  The Gordon monument in Savannah is unique. Resting upen a solid
pedestal of peunite, it consists of four handsome columns of Scoteh marble. These
enel at the base an urn of artistic workmanship and support at the top a globe
ol great weight.  The symbolism. is beautifully in keeping with the carcer of useful-
uess which it thus commemorates. On the east side of the monument is portrayed
u trestle ‘over which a locomotive ig drawing a train of ears. On the south side,
an inseription reads. thus;

**William Washington (‘1rdan Bom 'Jnnulry 17, 1796. Died
March 20, 1542, The Pioneer of Works of Internal Improvement in
“his native State and the first President of the Central Railroad and
Banking Company .of Georgia, to wlnch he gave his tnme, his talents
and finally his life.”’

On the west side is inseribed the following:

**Erected ‘A. D, 1882 by the Central Railroad and Banking Com-
phiny ‘of Georgia in Honor of a Brave Man, a Faithful and Devoted
Officer, andl to meerve his \ame in the Grateful Remefibrances of

i his Fellow Citizens.'

g A llu(ory of Georgia,"* L. B. Evans, p. 259.

»

CHAPTER XXXI

Tae CoMproMIse OF 1850 AN IsSUE IN THE NEX® STams ELECTION—
Howerr, CoBB, WiTii THE PBESTIGE OF THE SPEAKERsHIP, QUITS CON-
GRESS T0 OFFER HIMSELF FOR GOVERNOR AS THE CANDIDATE OF THE
NEW (,om'rrrulo\u. UNION. PARTY 0F GEORGIA—EX-GOVERNOR
McDoxanp, ‘A Forymer Union” MaxN, Is THE CANDIDATE OF THE Ex-
TREME STATE SOVEREIGNTY Eu-:uz\'r, BUuT MEETS DEFEAT AT THE
PorrLs—Act Divibixg THE State INTo FORTY-SEVEN Districts RE-
*PEALED—C'OUNTY REPRESENTATION IN THE SENATE Is’ Rrvm:o—'l‘wo
New Junicisi Circurts—BLUE RIDGE AND \L\cux-—’l‘nnu. NEW
CouNTIES—POLK, [ SPALDING Qmm WmTerlELD—THE PRESIDENTIAR
. Camparey oF 1852—Tng Georcls Wings VoTe ror DaN1el WEensTER,
" AFTER THE GREAT NEW ENGLANDER'S DEATH—FRANKLIN PiERCE IS
ELecTED—THE POWER oF THE WG ParTy Is BrokEN—JUDGE BER-
RIEN ResioNs THE ToGa—RoBERT M. CHARLTON Stcceeps iy UNTin
Rosert Toomps Is ELECTED—SEVERAL NEw  CoUNTIES~TAYLOR,
Carooss, Dovenerry, Furron, Harr, Dickens, Pavrnoing, WorT,
CaLnory, CHATTAHOOCHEE, CHARLTON, CLAY, CLAYTON, COFFEE. AND
Fax~xiN—HerscHEL V. JounsoN DEFEATs CHaRLES J. JENKINS FOR
GoVERNOR IN 1856—EBENEZER STARNES AND HENRY L. BENNING SUC-
CEED WARNER AND NISBET ON THE SUPREME BENCH—MEMBERS OF
CoxNGress DuriNG THis PERIOD—ALFRED IVERSON Succrens WILLIAM
C. Dawsox as UNITED STATES SENATOR—TiE KANSASSNEBRASKA
BILL—SQUATTER SOVEREIGNTY—RUMBLINGS 0F THE COMING STORM—
Tue PresiENTIAL  CAMPAIGN - OF  1836—JaMEs  Brenanan  Is
ELecTEp—Brr tne NEwLy OR6AN1IZED Rervpuican Parry THREAT-
ENS TO BECOME AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN AMERICAN l'ol.rrn:s—-'l'ﬁ.

KNow-NOTHINGS—BRUNSWICK AND TALLAPOOSA CTRCUITS CREAT
‘NEw CouNTres—BERRIEN, CorQuiTt, HararsoN, TERRELL, Tow
AND WEBSTER—DFATH oF GEOrGE M. TrOUP,

But the compromise measures of 1850 became an issue in the next
state election. . Despite the adoption of the Georgia platform, whose -

.quieting effect we have just noted, the opponents of.the compromise

organized a party in the interest of extreme state rights, and, on a vigor-
ous platform, nominated for.governor, Hon. Charles J, McDonald, a
former chief executive and a former Union man. To prevent a répeti-
tibn-of the trouble just averted, it was necessary for the Unionists to
band themcﬂves togethe¥ iir a new party organization and to put forth
& candidate. Accordingly, the constitutional union party was organized.
- Speaker Cobl-J nian democtat, with the prestige of a national
reputation, relinquished his seat in Congress to become the standard-
bearer _ 7 this new party, created to rescue Georgia from the impending
695
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evils of disunion. Mr. Cobb was the strongest man in Georgia to make
this race. His personal popularity, his great intellectual power, and.his
high official position, all combined .to make him at this time Georgia's
favorite son. In the campaign wliich followed, Toombs and Stephens
both warmly uuppum:-(l Mr. Cobb, though formerly his opponents. Under
the banner of Union, all whigs and democrats who wished to allay fur-
ther strife united in this campaign, with the result that Mr. Cobb swept
the state and won the governorship by a majority of 18,000 votes.
Sinee 1843 the state had been divided into forty.seven senatorial
districts. But for some reason this grouping of counties had not given
satisfaction; and in 1851 a constitutional amendment, having passed
at the session of 1850, received final adoption, restoring the old system
*

.' ﬁowr.u. CosB

of country representation in the State Senate.. This new 12 ;vf remained
in effect until 1861, when the present division of the state ini forty-four
senatorial districts became operative; but from 1853 to 1861 each county
in the state olected n’s senator, as it had previously done from 1789
to 1845,

At this session of the General Assembly two new judicial circuits
were ereated—the Blue Ridge Cireuit, of which David Irwin became the

first judge; and the Macoa Circuit, to preside over which the first judge'

¢lected by the Legislature was Abner P. Powers.
Three counties were also at this time added to the map of Georgia.

“ Polk was laid off from Paulding and named for President James K: Polk,

of Tennessce ; Spalding was organized out of Pike and Henry and named
for Hon. Thomas Spalding, of St. Simon’s Island, a wealthy planter
and & former niember of Congress; while Whitefield was formed out

_of Murrayiand named for the great pulpit orator of the. Church of

l'u;.'la(nl who founded the famous Bethesda Orphan House, near Sa-

" vaiinah, Rev. George Whitefield.
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In the national campaign of 1852, both the whigs aud the denios
crats planted themselves squarely on the compromise 1 ures. of 1850.
The former nominated Gen. Winfield Scott, a hero of the Mexican cam-’
paign. The latter put forward Franklin Pierce, 'of New Hampsh;m’
The Georgia Whigs could not consistently support General Scott. Not
only were his laurels won in Mexico somewhat wilted by a court- murtldl
but his posltlon on the Fugmve Slave Law was not sufficiently orthodox,
Consequently, in a state conventidh. the Georgia whigs decided to sup-
port Daniel Webster, of Massachusetts, for President, and Charles J.
Jenkins, of Georgia, for Vice-President. Webster died before the elec-
tion, but thousands of ballots were cast on which his name appeared.®
This was done, of course, as an expression of principle and to preserve
a party organization. Still’ another whig contingent, on a platform of
extreme state rights, nominated George M, Troup, of Georgia, and John
A. Quitman, of Mississippi, on a presidential ticket. *

There was also division among the democrats. Some of the unjon-
ists nominated an mdependent uLket with Pierce’s name, however, at
its head. The vote cast in Georgia was as follows: For Plerce, on the
regular democratic ticket, 33,843 votes; for Pierce, on the union ticket,
5,773; for bcott 15,779 ; for Webster, 5,289; for Troup, 119.1

Thc following presidential electors were chosen in 1852 to cast the
state’s ten electoral votes for Pierce and King (William R. King, of
Alabama), to wit: From the state at large, Wilson Lumpkin and
H¢ schel V. Johnson; district electors, Thomas M. Foreman,-R. II.
Clark, H. G. Lamar, Hugh A. Haralson, I. E. Brown, William L.
Mitchell, R. W, Flournoy and William Schley.}

This election completely overthrew the power of the whig party in
Georgia. Its hostility to slavery alienated most of its former adherents,
leaving few men of influence and power in the state to uphold the whig
banner.

But the party’s decline was foreshadowed in the congressional elec-
tions of 1850. The following strong delegation was chosen at this time
to represent Georgia in the Thirty-second Congress  (1851-1853) :
Joseph W. Jackson, James Johnson, David J. Bailey, Charles Murphy,

Elijah W. Chastain, Junius Ihll)er Alexander H. Stephens, and Rob-x

ert Toombs. Messrs..Toombs and Stephens were the only two mem!
of the delcgauon who had been in active affiliation with the old w!
party, nor did they continue long to remain in this political fold. Mr.

* Mr. Webster's popularity in Georgia was due largely to his celebrated 7th of
March (1838) speech,” in which he rebuked the New England abolitionists. Says a
distinguished Washington correspondent: ‘‘Boston’s reply was the closing of the
doors of Faneuil Hall to her most illustrious citizen. One of the successors of
Webster, in the present Senate (Mr. Lodge), would walk backward and cover kim
with a quilt, while the _other” (Mr. Hoar) hias written a splendid chapter, in the
pcrunl of which we mry speculate that Webster on March 7 postponed secession’
ten ybars, during which the Noz*h waxed strong enough to uucceaafully grapple with
it when it could.no longer be piuitaed. Mr. Hoar thinks that as Webster’s vision
was.stronge®t and elearest he saw what men like (Thad) Stevens could not ree and
acted best for the courfly, At least, Mr. Hoar makes a suggestion of that import.”’

—*‘Essays by Savoyard,’’ # 59-60.
t “/Georria and State Rights,”*U. B. Phillips, p. 168, .

$“Lang n's Biographical Annals of the United States Governuient,’’ pp. 530-532.
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Toombs was the first to transfer his allegiance to democracy ; while Mr.
Stephens, though prompt to renounce the whigs, was slow to join the
democrats. To quote an expression used by Mr. Stephens at this time,
afterwards a famous campaign slogan, ‘‘he was nmply toting his owp
skillet.””

United States Senator John M. Berrien, desiring to relinquish the
toga, on account of physical infirmities, resigned his seat in 1852, and
to suceeed him Judge Robert M. Charlton, of Savammah, was appointed
under a temporary commission, the Legislature of 1851 having already
elected Robert Toombs to this effice for a full term of six years; to begin
March 4, 3853,

Several new counties were created in the next two years. On Janu-

ary 15, 1852, an act was approved Lreulmg the new County of Taylor,
out of lands taken from three other counties, to wit: Talbot, Macon,
and Marion. The new county was named, for President Zachary Tay-
lor. In 1853, the Legislature created seven additional new counties
as follows: (atoosa, Donghert¥, Fultong Hart, Pickens, Paulding, and
Worth; while in 1854 seven more were created, as follows: Calhouh,
Chattahoochee, Charlton, Clay, Clayton, Coffee, and Fannin.®

Atlanta, the county-seat of Fulton, became, fifteen years later, the
new capital of the state.

As Goxernor Cobb’s term of office drew to a close, two candidates
for governor entered the field: Herschel V. Johnson and Charles J.
Jenkins. Strictly party lines were not drawn in this election. It was
more of a fight between candidates, both of whom were firm believers

“in the sovereignty of the state. Mr. Jenkins was a whig, and while as

a nitional otganization the whlg party in Georgia was dead, its former
members rallied to the support of Mr. Jenkms whose personal popu-
larity also hrought to him a large element ot demou-am strength. The
contest was probably the closest on record in Georgia,. considering the
nuniber of votes cast, Mr. Johnson receiving 47,638 agaihst 47,128 cast
for Mr. Jenkins.!|

Two vacancies occurred this year on tlu- Supreme Bc neh.  Hon.'

Hiram Warner resigned to enter the race for Congress and Hon. Eu-
genins A. Nisbet, at the expiration of his term, was not a cumh«ln‘a,jor
re-eJection.  To fill Judge Warner's unexpired term of two years, Jon.
Ebenezer Starnes was elected by the Legislature.on November 15, 1853,
At the same time, Hon, Henry L. Benmng was elected for a full term
of six yvears to suceeed Judge Nisbet:

From 1853 to 1855, the following state ddegﬂ.vs represented
Georgin in Congress: James L. Seward, Alfred H. Colquitt, David J.
Riiley. William B, W. Dent, Elijah W. Chastain, Junius Hillyer, David
A. Reese, aid Alexander H. Stephens.” Dr. Reese was the only member
of the delegation elected at this time as a whig. Mr. Stephens was re-
turned as an independent.. Al the other members were democrats.

Only two of these weré re-elected to the Thirty-fourth Congress

- 1853-1857 1 Messrs. Seward and Stephens. - The newly c¢leeted mem-

€ For any fnmn r,|.mu ulnrn in regard lo these counties see section on "(¢orxll
\lr ellunies,” . v
s »'\\p 8, ' i
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bers were: Martin J. Crawford, Robert P. Trippe, Hiram Warner,
John H. Lumpkin, Howell Cobb, and Nathaniel G. l"-‘o:ztnﬁrb All of
“these were demhocrats except Mr. Foster, who was elecud on Qnen-
can, or know-nothing ticket. Judge Hiram Warner, in . his successful
“race for Congress this year, defeated the afterwards llustrious Beu)a-
min H. Hill, who was put forward by the know-nothings. Some account
of the origin of this party will be found further on in this work.

To succeed Hon, William C. I&w‘ whose term as United States
senator was to expire on March 4, 1855, the Legislature, in the Yall
.of 1853, elected Hon Alfred Iverson, of Columbus, a senthern.rights
democrat. >

Georgia’s dclegnuon to the Thirty-fifth Congress "(1857-1859) was
as follows: James L. Seward, Martin J. Crawford, K. P. Trippe, L. J.
Gartrell, Augustus R. Wright‘ﬂ,p'mes Jackson, Joshua Hill, and Alex-
ander H. Stephéns, All of these were state rnght. democrhts except. Mr.
JHill, who was a strong unionist.t

Brief was the respite from internal dissentions secured by the com-

promise measures of 1850. Calhoun had passed away in 1850; Webster
and Clay in 1852, The great issue of ihvery was again opeued with
voleanic results when Stepher A. Douglaa, of Ulinois, in the United
State Sennte introduced a bill to organize Kansas and Nebraska as
territories. This was in 1854. Meanwhile the Fugitive Slave Law had
been virtually nullified in many of the Northern and Western states,
thus wiigning the breech. . The Kansas-Nebraska Bill proposed to re-
peal the Missouri Compromise of 1820, excluding slavery from the
territories north of a certain parallel, 36 degrees, 30 minutes, and to
allow the people therein to settle the question for themselves. This
became known as ‘‘Popular’’ or ‘‘Squatter Sovereignty.”” The prin-
ciple was an altogether new one, unknown prior to the Compromise of
1850, when Utah and New Mexico were admitted on these terms. Mr.
Douglas secured the adoption of his measure, the effect of which was
to remové entirely out of the sphere of congressional legislation the
question of establishing slavery in the territories. From this time on
the question was to be settled by the people themselves. In other words,
the principal of squatter sovereignty was substituted for the principle

of congressional restriction. This measure was passed in the Senate by ;
a vote of 37 to 14 and in the House by a vote of 113 to 100. The South ;

was a unit_for the bill, democrats and whigs voting together. It was
also supported by Northern democrata Opposition came solely from
Northere whigs.

Great satisfaction was felt in Georgia over what scemed to bhe a
generous concession to the South made by the democrats at the North,
for the sake of the Union; and loud were the expressions of approval
heard on every hand, commending the statesmanship of Mr. Douglas,
the Little Giant. At first the whigs were inclined to be non-committal,
but evenfually joined in the demonstration. contending that the demo-
crats had simply -stelen whig thuider.

* “*Biog. Dir. of Con., 1?74-19:3" p. 199,
t ¢‘Biog. Cong. Dir., 1774-1911,"" p-~205.

t Federal Uni, |, February 21 and 28, 1854, ’ =

..
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But what appeared on the surface of things to be a great vietory
for slavery was only the precursor of a tragic drama enacted on the
plains of Kansas, the effect of which was to write the doom of slavery
in human blowl. Westward the caravans began to move. In a mad
rush, settlers from hoth the free states and the slave states started for
Kansas, there io engage in a feudal fight which was destined to leave
its crimson record upon every dpor-post and to find its sequel in one
of the colossal contlicts of history.

It. was the ery of bleeding Kansas to which the m-s\l\ organized
republican party responded in 1856 when John C. Fremont, of Mis-
souri, was_ nominated on a free soil platform. ‘Thousands of Northern
whigs joined the New England abolitionists in supporting the free soil
candidate; and while the new party poiled a4 minority vote it mustered
sufficient strength to excite the gravest f(-nn as to what another four
vears might ‘accomplish.

Jumes Buchanan, of Penpsylvania, for President, and John C.
Breekinridge, of Kentucky, for Viee-Pesident, was the ticket nomi-
nated by the national democratic party in the famous Cincinnati con-
vention of 1856. The principle of non-interference on the part of Con-
gress was at this time reaffirmed.

During the campaign of 1856 another new party banner was foisted.
Most of the northern whigs had gone into the anti-slavery camp; but
there was quite a large contingent drawn into the American or know-
nothing party, a political organization unfriendly both to foreign immi-
grants and to Catholics and designed with the object professedly of
securing a dominance of the native element. Its slogan was ““ Ameriea
forfAmericans.”” As early as 1854 the know-nothing party had become
an important factor in Georgia polities.., Most of its adherents were
old-line whigs. But Mr. Stephens, as we have seen, refused to join the
new party, preferring to take an independent course; and it was at this
time that he made the famous remark, when asked where he stood:
“I'm just toting my own skillet.”” Mr. Toombs on most of the public
issues of the day voted with the democrats. The leader of the know-
nothings in Georgia was Senator Berrien. But, dying in 1854, his
mantle fell upon the broad shoulders of a young intellectual giaytvdes-
tined to become one of the commanding figures of an approachirg era
of division: Benjamin H. Hill.

Georgia’s support was given in, the campaign of 1856 to Buchanan
and Breckinridge, and her ten electoral votes were cast by the follow-
ing delegation: W. H. Stiles and J. N. Ramsay, from the state at
large: and district electors, Iverson L. Harris, L. J. Gartrell, Thomas
M. Foreman, John W. Lewis, Samuel Hall James P. Simmons, J. P,
Saffold, and T. W. Thomas.®,

Governor Johnson was renominnted for governor by the democracy
of Georgia in 1853, but there were two other candidates for this office
nominated by opposition parties. Judge Garnett Andrews, one of the
ablest lawyers of the state, for years a judge of the Northern Cireuit,

was put forward by the know-nothings; while Hon, B. H. Overby, a
Methodist preacher and a strong prohibitionist, once a fire-eating whig,

o
* “ Lgitmag 's Biographical Annals of the United States Government,’’ pp. 532-533.

Waere Governor Trour Diep 1N 1856, \\"mm: VIsITING ills Ovb‘.nsp:x-:u

Tue Mircuenr, House:
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was nominated by the temperance forces. Governor Johnson, however, -
was elected, receiving 53,478 votes against 43,228 casf’ for Judge An-

drews, and 6,284 cast for Colonel Overby:~.The last-nimed gentleman

is todgy revered as one of the great pioneer le&dex:s in crpsade of rpform

which has since swepf over the state and is destined-in the nedr*future

to sweep the nation.® ‘ &

Two new judicial circuits were created by the State islature ;in
1854: the Brunswiel and the Tallapoosa. To preside over the courts
of the Brunswick Circuit, Hon. A. E. Cochran was the first judge
elected, while the first presiding officer of the Tallapoosa Circuit was
Hon. Denis F, Hammond.

In 1855, the Legislature created.six new counties, to wit: Berrien,
Colquitt, Haralson, Terrell, Towns and Webster. All of these, except
the county ‘last mentioned, were named for distinguished Georgians
who had recently passed away: John.MacPhergon Berrien, Walter T.

Colquitt, Hugh A. Haralson, William Terrell, and George W. Towns.
Webster was named for the illustrious orator of New 'England, though
the original name proposed for the county was Kinchafoonee, for a
creek constituting oneof its water courses.t N
On May 3, 1856, ex-Governor George M. Troup, while Vvisiting one
. of his plantatioris in what was then Montgomery County, now Wheeler,
died in an overseer’s cabin (on the Mitchell place). For more than
twenty years, Governor Troup had lived in modest retirement on his
favorite piantation, called by him, Valdosta, in Laurens County, some
i few miles to the south of the present city of Dublin. Governor Troup
- ¢ owned something like ten plantations in this section of Georgia, most
of them on the banks of the Oconee Riyer; and for the times he was a
man of princely means, though he cared nothing for ostentatious dis-
play. He was buried on the Rosemont plantation, in Montgomery
County, beside a beloved brother, whom he survived. His grave in the
midst of a dense thicket is approached by a path leading through a
field of corn. It is marked by a substantial monument occupying the
center of a walled enclosure; but this shrine of patriotism, sacred to all
Georgians, is seldom visited because of its ramoteness from any traveled
highway. It is reached by a drive of seven miles from Soperton, a town
on the Macon and Dublin Road, between Dublin and Widalia. Gov-
ernor Troup was a man of eccentric habits, but fi ‘upright, and
uncompromising in his allegiance to principle. Altogether, he was one
of the most unique, one of the most courageous, and one of the most
patriotic of all the public men of Georgia; and his own rugged char-
, Aacter is the only quarry which can furnish the memorial granite worthy
to bear the name of Georgia’s stout apostle of state rights: George M.

Prace or GoverNor (GBorGE M. TROUP, NEAR SOPERTON

=
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=

Troup.
* H-J, 1855.
{ Bupplementary data relative to these counties may be obtainéd from the section
p 5 5 entitled ‘‘Georgia Miscellanies.’’
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