SECTION III

THE EARLY COMMONWEALTH PERIOD, OR THE BEGINNING
OF A GREAT STATE
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GeORGIA THE FourtH STATE To RATIFY THE FEDERALT®ONSTITUTION —
-~ Her REMOTENESS FROM THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT ALONE DENiEs HER

THE FirsT HoNORS—NEARLY A MoNTH ELAPSES Beronre 1 Cory or

THE NEW CoMpacT oF UNION Is RECEIVED BY THE STATE AUTHORITIES

—GEORGIA 'S AcTiON UNANIMOUS—TUREE STATES, NEW York, Ruopk

IsLaxp Axp Nortin CaroniNa, at Figst ReEJEcT ToHe INsTRUMENT

Beeavse It INVOLVED A SURRENDER oF To0o Mucih SOVEREIGN POwER

—Wny" GEorGIA FAVORED A STRONG CENTRAL GOVERNMENT— T

Grean, ConsTiTUTIONAL CONVENTION OF 1787—Wasimingrox Jrs

PRESIDENT-——AN  ASSEMBLAGE OF MASTER-MINDS—GEORGIA'S  DELE-

GATEG—THREE GREAT COMPROMISES OF THE CONSTITUTION —GEORGLY,

LookiNG To THE FUTURE, Favors AN UNEQUAL REPRESENTATION IN

ThHE Lower Housg, Basep vrox Porvration—ITer Vore Divinen as

TO REPRESENTATION IN THE SENATE—THE EXISTING PARITY OF 71E

STateES DUe 1o AnranaM Banpwin's Vore ox THE CONNECTICUT

CoMpPrOMISE—AN ExcIiming MOMENT—SLAVES To B CovsTeEp ox

A Basis oF THREE-FIFTHS IN FIXING A RATIO 0F REPRESENTATION

GEORGIA MAKES AN UNSUCCESSFUL EFFORT To SECURE A Frnn Corsr

OF SLAVES—THE STATE Is GIvEN THREE REPRESENTATIVES IN THE

Lower Hovse—GEORGIA DEMANDS A4 CONTINUANCE OF THE FOREIGN

SLAVE TRADE—Is SUPPORTED BY SoUTH CAROLINA IN Tinis DEMAND-—

Forces NEw ENGLAND To SurportT A TWENTY-YEAR EXTENSION OF

THE TRAFFIC—THE YEAR 1808 FIXED A THE TiME WHEN #nE . Im-

PORTATION OF SLAVES MusT CEASE—DELEGATIONS FROM ALL THE

StaTeS S16N THE CoNnsTITUTION, RHODE ISLAND Avoxe Exceeren—

GEORGIA'S RATIFICATION ANNOUNCED BY A SALUTE OF THIRTEEN

GuNs—THE AUGUSTA CONVENTION—ITS MEMBERSHI-—EFFECT OF

GEORGIL'S ACTION UPON THE OTHER STATES.

* .

On January 2, 1788, Georgia é'-nnau.v ratified the Federal Constitu-
tion, declaring by this act her willingness to enter the proposed fed-
eration since known as the United States of America~ But the consent
of all the states was nof obtained for two full years. Nor was it until
March 4, 1789, that Cougress met to launch the new Ship of State upon
the political seas. Georgia was the fourth state fo ratify the Federal
Constitution. Her remoteness from the seat of government alone denied
her the first place. Nearly a month elapsed defore a copy of the new
compact of union was received by the state authoritics. Otherwise her
promptness would have made her the first state to ratify the wreat doen-
ment. The states preceding Georgia in the order of ratiffeation were
Delaware, Pennsylvania and New Jersey—all grouped around the seat
of government. Tler own ratification was unanimous. But in most of
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the states sentiment was divided, including \'ir{giniu. where the great
Patrick Henry was one of its opponents.

There were mnmerous reasons for this opposition to thie instrument,
In the fiest place the Constitution had been framed to meet divergent
interests. It was a compromise, or rather a series of compromises, be-
tween conflicting thisories and prineiples.  All of the delegates them-
selves were not agreed.  In faet, some of them had refused to sign the
compet.  Consequently anything like unanimity among the states was

. not to be expected.  Strenuous efforts were required to bring most of
them into line; and three of the states—New York, Rhode Island, snd
North Carolina—actually l'lplllhlﬂ( «d the compact, on the ground that
it involved a surrender of t0o much sovereign power to the general Gov-
ernment.  But they were finally indueed to ratify the instrument on
the promise of certain concessions. This pledge was afterwards re-
deemed ip a series of amendments submitted to the people by the First
Congress.

Rhdhe Island was so opposed to the idea of a u-mral government

that she sent no delegates to the convention. New York was finally
brought ‘into line through the powerful influence of Alexander Hamil-
ton. North Carolina was the seat of a Scotch-Irish population, stubborn,
loyal, tenacious of conviftion. She had framed a Declaration of Inde-
pendence, in 1775, hurling America’s first challenge at the English
throne ; and she did not like the idea of relinquishing any of her rights.
New York, seeing an opportunity te capture the seat of gavernment,
was the first of these states to relent.  North Carolina entered the Union
in 1789, Rhode Island in 1790, both after the Government had been
launched.
* While the campaign for ratification was at its height in (w York,
three of the country's ablest statesmen, Hamilton, Jay and Madison,
wrote a_series of articles for publication, afterwards collected in a single
volume, called ** The Federalist,”” perhaps the greatest work on the se wnce
of government ever written in America.

The principle of State Sovereignty was clearly ruogmu-d and firmly
held by all the states, but some were more willing than athers to yield a
part of this sovercignty for the sake of its resultant benefits in securing
greater protection.  The Articles of Confederation, under which the
states had loosely banded themsslves together since 1481 amounted to
little more than a rope of sand. *Indeed, these articles were merely called
““a league of friendship.”” The cohesive element was entirely lacking.
There was no principlv of organic union existing hetween the states, no
centripital force binding them together around a common center. To
quote the words of Washington, the states composing the old federation
were ** llnrn‘vn lndc-poudcnl sovereignties eterhally counteracting one
another.”

If the fruits of Yorktown were to be gathered—if the victories of the
Revolution were to be utilized in the establishment of a great nation
conseerated to the prineiple of human liberty—it was necessary for the
states, in a.spirit of concession, to come together and tp discuss plans
looking toward & more stable government. The problems of inter-state
and of inter-national commerce, the possibilities of a foreign war, the
necessity for providing adefuate postal facilities, for establishing a
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monetary system and for fixing a uniform standard of weights and
measures, the demand for a centra! government in dealing with the In-
dian tribes and in fixing the boundary Jiies between states--these were
some of the reasons whichguade it mlfwmll\o “to form.a more perfect
Union.” Until the Federal Gonstitution, becanie jopevative in 1759 the
Continental Congress ‘was the sole erning goHwer.  There was no
bicameral Legislature, with its Ilouse and Senate, v President, no
Chief Justice, no courts of law. It is little,w ondm‘r‘ﬂml a spirit-of heav-
inegs liad commeénced to brood upon the 1 Sy

corgia’s conservatisin made her fricndly from the very start to a
closer tie of union. It was because she felt the need of a s(r'oug arm to
protect her that she was loath to lower the flag of England «during
the colonial period ; and, for a like reason, she looked with favor at this
time upon a strong central government, throdigh which fo secure hee
exposed borders.  The Spaniards to the south and the Indians to the
north and west were a constant menace. She possessed a.vast territory
but only a scant population. Moreover, as a result of the Revolgtion,
ske was left in a greatly enfecbled condition. - w/\{j

When a communication was received, therefore, inviting hét to send
del«gah-s to a convention to be held at Philadelphia, on May 14, 1787,
she did not need to be coaxed. Two montls in advance of the time set
~for the muu.xg—-destmed to become historie—her Legislative Assembly
at Augusta passed an ordinance, on February 10, 1787, naming six dele-
gates to attend this convention, to wit: William Few, Abraham Baldwin,
William Pierce, George Walton, William Houstoun, and Nathaniel Pen-
dleton. Under the terms of this ofdinance, it was necessary for at least
two of these delegates to attend before the state could be oﬂu-mll)
represented.

The great Lonwuuon in Philadelphia, from the molds of which
emerged a constitution, declared by Gladstone to be the wisest instrument
ever struck from the brain of man, was called as the result of a con-
ference held at Annapolis, Maryland, in 1786. This gathering at An-
napolis was called at the instance of Virginia, to discuss certain inter-state
questions of a commercial character; bat, under the leadership of Alex-
ander Hamilton, it was induced to extend its view over the general
field of American political conditions.® It seemed to be an opportune
time for stressing the federal idea in its broadest application.
quently a resolution was adopted recommending the appoint
delegates from each of the states to attend a convention in Philai
This resolution was addressed to the Continental Congress and to the
various state legislatures. As set forth in this resolution the convention
was called *“*to devise such provisions as shall appear necessary to render
the Constitution of the Federal government adequate™to the exigencies
of the Union.”” This plan was approved by the Continental Congress,
from which body an authoritative call was soon formally issued.

* Originally the time set for the convention‘to open was Monday, May
14, 1787, in historic old Independence Hall, the birthplace of the im-
‘mort.al Declaration. But stage coaches were proverbially slow and
uncertain. Bad weather always impeded travel over country roads. At

* *‘Georgia and State Rights,’’ U. B. Phillips, p. 16.
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any rate, it was not until nine days later that a quorum of states could
be counted for the transaction of business. Accordingly, on May 25,
1757, the regular sittings of the convention began, to continue for a
period of four ionths,  Washington was elected its president. There
were fifty-tive members enrolled, and of these fifty-one took part in the
debates, ineluding Washington himself.  These men were America’s fore-
most intellects, among them Franklin, Jefferson, Hamilton, Madison, Jay
and Adams.  Some of the delegates, however, were ebstructionists, not

“inosympathy with the convention’s work.  This is evidenced by the fact
that when the tinal draft of the Constitution was completed it was signed
by only thirty-nine members. But so finished was the product wrought
by these pioneers of government that in the years which have sinee
clapsed only fifteen amendments thereto have been adopted, not one of
whicl is at varianee with its original genius and spirit.

Willifin Few was the only delegate present from Georgia when the
conventéon opened. As we have already seen. two delegates were ny ceded
1o grive the state ofticial representation.  Georgia, therefore, was without
a votguntil Mro Pieree arrived one week later.  Mr. Houstoun reached
Philidélplia on June Tth and Mr. Baldwin on June 11th: but if vither
Mr. Walton or Mr, Pendleton attended the convention no disclosure of
this fact is made by the records.®  We have bein taught to reverence our
ancestors. But this is a bad showing, especially when we consider the
vast importance of this body s work, in its bearing upon the whole future
history of our nation.  Such remissness at the present time would not
b condoned. Perhaps there were obstacles in the way of which we are
icnorant. At any rate, let us be lenient.

Despite the existing inequality between the states as re@irds hoth
popnlition amd area, the voting power of all the states was made equal.
In other words, each state was entitled to one vote, a principle of repre-
sentatiold borrowed from the Continental Congress.  Georgia at a subse-
quent period was to take a bold stand for State Sovereiguty and even as
early as 1823, whew Troup was governor, she was to defy suceessfully
the power of the United States. But in the Constitutional Convention
of 1757 she used her vote constantly in advocating a'strong centril
wovernment.* Mr. Baldwin and Mr. Pierce both made speeches, ad-
dressing the ¢onvention to this effeet on the same day® Neither was an
extremist,  Each realized the &_ungvm of centralization if pressed too
far. but waintained the paramount “wisdom of such a system if pro-
vided with proper safeguards and restraints.  We gre not surprised to
tind that Mr. Baldwin was the most influential member of the delega-
tion. e was the fir t man in Georgia to grasp the state’s great eduoca-
tional needs and to realize the part which an educated electorate was
to play in the Imilding of a great commonweaith,  Accordingly, in
1784 he had drafted a charter for the Uniyersity of Georgia. the oldest
state university” in Awmerica.

From an old newspaper of the period, we learn that in the main
there were three propoesitions for the convention to mn}aulcr (1) to
combine the original thivteen states into three distinet republies, leagued

“*Delates on the Constitution,'* Jonathan Elliott.
t o Georgin amd State nghl-,;ffr(‘. B. Phillips.
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together for cominon defense; (2) to abolish the various state legislatures
and to form a National Government' with-legislative power lodged in a
(ongms, Assembly or liament; and (3) to retain the various state

legislatures and to enlal:;r\ﬂ\e\po“ers of the central Government, giv-
ing Congress the right:to revise laws mnfe by thetate and so adjusting
state and Federal relations as to avoid friction:®" Substantially, it was
the last of these propositions which the conventiok adopted,

Before there eould be any agreement \among the dele arites, fhree
gre} compromises were essential.”

1.- First, the Connecticut Compromise. This was a compromise be-
tween the large and the'small states. Tt was adopted as a substigute for
Virginia's plan of government. The Virginia delegates favored a Di-
cameral Legislature, consisting of a Lower House to be clected by the
people and an Upper House to be elected by the Lower House. To this
proposal most of the smullvr states objected, since it gave them no
weight of influence in “ither branch. Thereupon_the Connecticut £ om-
promise was offered.  In substance, ,this compromise provides roa
Lower House to be elected by the people, and for an Upper™Hlouse in
which all of the states should’be equally represented. The larger states
madé-a successful fight for representationsin the Lower House based
-upon population, and it was largely to appease the smaller states that
representation in the Upper House was made equal. )

Strange to say, Georgia, though the most sparsely scttled of all the
states, favored for the popular branch of Congress, a system of repre-
sentation based entirely upon population. Throughout the entire debate
on this question she sided with the stronger states, as if in fact she were
one of them, and seemingly at variance with her own interests.t - This
meant at least a temporary surrender of her equal voice in the Federal
councils. It implied a willingness on her part, for the present at least,
to accept disparagement at the hands of other states. But Georgia was
looking to the future. She possessed a territory vast in extent, destined
in time to become an empire within itself. The adoption of this prin-
ciple might involve some loss of prestige for a few years but in the end
it would make Georgia the dominant member of an imperial sisterhood.
This was a far-sighted policy. If Georgia had not in after years re-
linquished a part of her territory to form the states of Alabama and
Mississippi, she would today be entitled to twenty-nine mp!%‘t(‘s
in Congress, which would put her in the lead of Texas hy ‘thirteen
members. Luther Martin, in a letter addressed to the speaker of the
Maryland House of Delegates, thus explained Georgia's action in the
Constitutional Convention of 1787. Said he:

““It may be thought surprising, sir, that Georgia, a State now small
and comparatively trifling in the Union, should advocate this system
of unequal representation, giving up her present equality in the Federal
Government and sinking herself almost to total insignificance in the
scale: but, sir, it must be considered that Georgia has the most extensive
territory in the Union, heing as large as the whole island of Great

* Georgin State Gazette or Independent Register, July 21, 1787, published at
Augusta, Georgia.

t“*Georgin and State Rights,'' U. B. Philli;l!, . 18
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Britain and thirty times as large as Connecticut.  This system being
designed to preserve to the states their whole territory unbroken and to
prevent the erection of new states within the territory of any of them,
l;:u;r;:m looked forward to when, her population bheing inereased in some
mweastire proportional to her territory, she should rise in the seale and
give law to the other states, and hence we found the delegation of Geor-
gra warmly .nho«.mw' the proposition of giving th- states” unequal

. Fepresed ntation.”

Georgia's delegation was far-sighted, but its inability to foresee a
division of the state’s imperial domain in consequence of the Yazoo
fraud litigation may have kept it from weakening upon this proposition,

Most of the members of the Constitutional Convention were agreed
as’ to the necessity for creating a Senate 10 act as a conservative check
upon” the, Lower House and to preserve a sort of legislative balance,
But the method of electing senators elicited some debate.  Mr. Pierce,
who spfse onJune Gth, thought that while members of the Lower Mouse
should by elected by the people, members of the Senate should be elected
by th&legislature—the former body to represent the states individually,
the latter colleetively.  Mr. Baldwin, who spoke on June 29th, favored
making the Senate represéntative of property interests. e, too, favored
clecting senators hy the states.

There was an exeiting seene in the convention when the question
was put as to whether each state should have an equal vote in the
Senate. Says o well-known student of this period: * *Rhode Island
having refused to take part in the convention, and New l[ulupwhin- hav-
ing no delegates present when the vote on the compromise pas taken,
there were only eleven States represented.  The vote of the States was
taken in this way : the delegates from each State took a vote among them-
selves togdetermine the State’s attitude, cach State having one. vote. The.
roll of States was then called, beginning with the oldest. Ten States had
voted and the vote stood a tie when Georgia’s turn came. It was a most
eritical moment.  Georgia's vote was expected to be agdinst the Connee-
tient Compromise. as Georgia had consistently voted with the States
desiring a strong national government.  But one of the two ih-orm'u dele-
gates then present, Abraham Baldwin, was convineal that failure to
aceept the Compromise tinght l)_m-un the disruption of the convention.
He therefore refused to follow William Few in voting against the
Compromise and in this way divided the vote of Georgia.’

Mr. Baldwin's attitwde towards the Connecticut Compromise nm\ be
explained, in o measare at least, by the fact that he was a native of the
Nutweg commonwealth,  Fiske, the great historihin, has paid this tribute
to Mr. Baldwin: t It was Abraham Baldwin, a native of Conueeticut,
and lately a tator in Yale College, a recemt emigrant to Georgia, who
thus divided the vote of that State and prevented a decision which would
in all probability have broken up the convention. IHis state was the
last to vote and the house was hushed in anxious expectafion, when this
brave and wise young man yielded his private conviction to what he

* ' History of Georgia,"' R. I, JArooks, pp 132133, v
# ¢+ Critical Period of Ameriedh History,"” John Fiske, p. 251.
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saw to be the paramount necessity ‘or km-pmg the convention togethar.

All honor to his memory!”’ £ -
Thus, in the. creation ur Fedepal .\'.-uau-. we owe to Mr. Baldwin

the principle which nr(-m-rws\ly- parity of the s leﬂ He had fought |

for unequal representation in théLowed Touse ghd had intimated his
infention to support this principle for the Senate: but to prevent a
threatened rupture of the convention, he cl{;}gml Ika Antention, divided
the xote of Georgia, and caused the motion¥or an uhequal representa-
tion i1 the Senate to be lost. ;

2. The Compromise, as to a hasis of representation, between the free
and the slave states. One mentber for cach 30,000 inhabitants was the
ratic upon which the convention finally agreed. But the free states were
not willing for slaves to be counted, in reckonihg a state’s population.
On the other hand, the slave states insisted upon an inclusion of slaves.

» Says Mr. Brooks:® “A similar question had arisen during the war.

-~

Money for the army. had heen raised by requisition on the States ingpro-
portion to their population. At that,time the North luu}\)uém-nl
that the slaves were persons, and that the South’s pro rata money
shonlldlw reckoned on the whole population, white and black. The South,
on lhn\-olhvr hand, had claimed that slaves &e¢re property only and not
persons. It 15 clear that self-interest colored the views of hotli sections
at both times. The dispute had been settled by counting a slave as three-
fifths of a person in estimating the population for purposes of taxa-
tion'; and now, in 1787, this former compromise was adopted, hoth as
to representation and direct taxation; so that until the Civil War, in
estimating the number of representatives from the South in Congress.
the negroes helped to syell-the Southern representation.”

Under this apportionment, Georgia was given three members, South
Carolina, with a much larger population at this time, was allotied five
members, Neither state was satisfied with the manner in which slaves
were to be counted. Each fought to inerease its strength in the Lower
House: but without success. Georgia was not entitled even' to three mem-
bers on a striet application of this rule, but she was allowed this num-
ber since her rapid growth in population would justify it hefore the
Constitution could be put into effect.  An effort was made to equalize
power hetween the North and South; hut the North_ was giw-u
advantage in the number of seats. i

3. The Compromise, between State and Fede ml systems as to ;mv
ernmental control over commeree, especially in relation to an abolition
of the foreign slave trade.  As we have already noted, slaves were not
allowed in Georgia under the rule of her trustees: but when the colony
in 1752 was relinquished to the Crown it became a slave-holding colany
and her support thereafter was given to an institution which she had
formerly condemned.  In common with South Carolina, she possessed
at this time important interests in slave property and expected to in-
crease her employment of slave lahor as her industries expandid .md her
nopulation multiplied. To quote the same authority ahove cited : Al
the States except South Carolina and Georgia desired to prnhllul the

* ““History of Georgia,"’ R. P. Brooks, p. 135,
t *‘History of Georgia,’’ R. P. Brooks, Pl 36.
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importation of any wmore negroes from Africa. The New England
States were very anxious to give Congress the control over commerce.
The South, opposed to making an unreserved surrende il this matter,
advocated requiring a two-thirds vote of both houses beforé any measure
affecting commerce should Become law,  They feare t the New
Fugland States would get a monopoly of the ecarry rade; would
impose ruinous freight rates for transporting rice and to Europe ¢
and wonld enact tariff legislation hostile to the interests of purely
agricultural States,  Here was good material for a n-olél mise.  New
Hampshire, Massachusetts and Connecticut voted to prolong the slave
Arade for twenty years; and lh-m:gia and South Carelina supported
congressional control over commeree.” :
To bring matters to a foeus; it was contended by G
that, if the imiportation of sluves were not allowed, 6
doubtedly refuse to ratify the Constitution. South olina made a
similar contentida. In arguing the case for Georgia, ‘Ba\lllwin was
candid enough to admit, however, that if left to herself Georgia would
probably put #&stop to the trade. Says Mr. Phillips:® *‘From this
propheey which was fulfilled in a decade and from ot de-lights on
the subject, we doubt if the prohibitory clanse would, have lead to the
rejection of the Constitution by Georgia.”” But the North was forced
to vield rather than put the instrument in jeopardy ¢jection; and
incidentally of a serious loss to its commerce. Accordingly a compro-
mise was reached designating the year 1808 as the time all importa-
tion of slaves to cease. If any were imported in the meg
$10 per capita was to be imposed. But Georgia did not
to prohibit the forcign slave traffic.  She inserted a clause
in her state constitution of 1798, ten years before the ti
On September 17, 1787, the convention ended its deli
session of four months, The great instrument destine
fundamental law of a new nation was then engrossed 8
varions state delegations. Rhode Island alone took no
the compact of Union. Only two of Georgia's delegate
signed the instrument: Abraham Baldwin and William
Georgia had gained substantially every point for wh
tended.  Straightway the new Constitutigiwas transmi
nental Congress which, in a resolution adbptedsSeptem
its transmission to the various state legislatures, with
letter, said Constitution to be ratified by the people of
vention assembled. ‘ g; £
It happened that, on the arrival of this communication in Georgia,
our law-makers were in sessior. at Augusta. Following
the Goorgia Gazette, on October 13th, a convention was ealled by formal
resolution to meet in Augusta. This convention was-t6 be He

a’s delegates
ia would un-

ait until 1808
to this effect
was up.

tions, after a
weeome the
igned by the
art in shaping
ippear to have
‘ew, though
she had con-
to the Conti-
8th, directed
companying
state in con-

eld on Decem-
ber 27th, and was to decide the fate of the new Constitution, so far at least
as Georgia's ratifieation or rejection was concerned. P rsuant to call,
this convention met at the time and place specified. Hon. John Wereat,
an illustrious patriot, at one time governor of the sta
president. To the office of secretary. Isaac Briges, Esq;, w
§ e
£ - " 4

* *‘Georgin and State Rights,”" U, B. Plﬁllips. p- 20.

ime, a tax of-

e

GEORGIA AND GEORGIANS 353

_of the delegates were not present when the convention assembled, but
those who attended first and last and who signed the instrument formally
attesting its ratification were:  Jaunieg Powell, Jobn Eliott and James
Maxwell, frem .Liberty; Henry ()shol‘n‘(\\-]nnws Scagrove- and Jacoh
Weed, from Camden; Edward Telfair, Dy Todd ,Jlltl var:} Walton,
from Burke; George Handley, €harles llillvry\ml JohuNMilton, feom
Glynn: Robert Christmas, a Mr. Danie! -and - a* M, .‘K;‘l-,l_h-mn_
from Greenes George Mathews, Florencee Sullivan and aMIr. King.from
Wilkes: and Jikkin Davis, Nathan Brown aud Caleh - Howell, from

Yo

Effingham. There appear to have been no delegates present from cither

Franklin or Washington counties. ~John Wereat signed the ratitication
as president and also as delegate from Richmond.  Isaae Briges was also
from this county; but the name of any other delegate from Richmond is
not to be-found in the records.

Jouriralism as exeniplificd by the Georgia Gazette at this time was
peither an exact seience nor a fine &ct.  Its lack of enterprise in dealing
with one of lh“' great history-making events of the state is vx;ﬁxpu-rnﬂmh
We look in vain for any synopsis of these debates upon which hinged the
destiny of a commonwealth. - But the editor is considerate cnough to

N

keep us in no sukpense as to his own mental state in @nnouncing the

result. Sayg he:*  “W& have the pleasure to announce to the publie
that on Wednesday last the convention unanimously ratified the Federal
Counstitution.””  This bulletin sounds more like the marriage announce-
ment of a runaway couple than it does like the proclamation of a great
fact destined to reverberate in Georgia’s historydown to the last syllable
of recorded time. But this same alert newspaper informs us that Jjust
as the last name was signed to the ratification a party of Colonel Arm-
strong’s regiment quartered in Augusta proclaimed the Joyful tidings
opposite the court house by a salute of thirteen guns.

There were only two other states whose action in ratifying the Fed-
cral Constitution was unanimous. These were Delaware and New Jor-
sey.  (eorgia’s importance as a state at this time, due to her remoteness
from the seat of government and to her scant population, was almost
insignificant, but her prompt action in ratifying the Federal Constitu-
tion, without a vote cast in.oposition and without an amendment offered
to the instrument, was an eye-opener to the nation and it produced a
thrill of excitement even in far-away New England.t For a state on the
extreme southern frontier to take such action was well caleulated to put
to blush those states in closer touch with Philadelphia. When Georgia
startled the Atlantic seaboard by the announcement of her decision. nine
states were poised in an attitude of uncertainty, some in fact openly
hostile to the proposed compact of Union; and, in nu small «lvm.-r-,'\rz;s
Georgia's influence felt at this eritical moment in shaping the future of
the nascent republic.

* Georgia Gazette, January 5, 1788, 4 .
! ““History of Georgia,’’ W. B. Stevens, I, p. 387,
Vol I—22
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ORGANIZING THE NEW  FEDERAL GOVERNMENT—WHEN THE ELECTORS
Meer, Georce WasmeNGTON, oF VIRGINIY, RECEIVES Every Bavvor
Cast FoR PrestpENT—Magci 4, 1789, e DaTe SET poR CONGRESS
To ASSEMBLE, BUT THE LAWMAKERS SLOW IN ARRIVING—NEW YORK
Tk TEMPORARY SEAT 0F GOVERNMENT—-WASHINGTON S [NAUGURA-

TN Takes PLack ox APRIL 30, 1789—THREE STATES RELUCTANT TO ¢

Exter Tug Ustion—Ruope Ispaxp anp Nerrii CaroniNy ENTer
ArTErR - WASIUNGTON 'S INATGURATION —CEORGIA 'S FIRsT Y UNiTEn
STATES SENATORS : WILLIAM FEW AxD Jasmes GUNN—Turee Rerge
SENTATIVES ALLOWED, BT ONE IS Lost Unper TE CENsSUs oF 1790
Joseen Hasessioaym  BecoMes  PosTMASTER-GENERAL—INDIAN - AF-
parrs ConstrreTe at Tois Time THE NaTionN s Most Seriovs Pros-
LEM——CoL, BENJaMx Hawkins, oF NoRTH CAROLINA, RECINQUISHES
A SEAT IN THE UNITED STATES SENATE, To BECOME INDIAN - AGENT
wiTit HEADQUARTERS IN GEORGIA=—IT1S FIRST IMPORTANT SERVICE IN
NeGoTIATING THE TREATY oF COLERMNE—GEORGIA'S NEW  STATE
CONSTITUTION AporTED May 4, 1789—S0ME oF THE MORE [MPORTANT
CuanGes—Tue Oup Execvrive Corsci, ABOLISHED-THE STATE
SENATE OF GreorGin Is CreaTep—How tie Two Hovses WERE To BE
CONSTITUTED—QUALIFICATIONs  oF  MeEspegsinr—IHow  THE  Gov-
fxor Was 7o BE ELECTED—No CLERGYMEN ADMITTED TO MEMBER-
s iy Errner Hovsg—Toe Covxty Usir PRINCIFLE—GEORGE
HaxpLey Goverxor FroM 1788 1o 1789-—ThEN GrRorce Warton Is
Ereetep—Houps Orpice UsTin Te NEW CoNSTITUTION  BECOMES
EFFECTIVE — Ebwarp  TELFAR  INACGURATED — GEORGIA'S  FiksT
THANKSGIVING Dav—DR, NATHAN BrowNsoN, FIRST PRESIDENT OF
THE STATE SENATE—(CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS—GEORGIA 'S - EARLY
REPRESENTATIVES IN ('n.{um;-'s—(h:.\'}:k.u, WAYNE AND MaJor JACK-
soN, Two REVOLUTIONARY PATriOTs, IN A Birter CosTEsT—Tue
FORMER UNSEATED—AFTERWARDS LEAVES GEORGIA—IN 1793 Magor
Jackson Sveceeps Winniay FeEw IN THE FEpEraL SENATE—THE
Fews A Note: FasiLy 1y GEoreia—Two New CoUrsTies, FORMED 1N
1790, CortrMBiy AND ELBERT.

Preparations for launching the new government were all made by
the Continental Congress. This body, into whose hands the supreme
control of the nation had been entrusted since 1774, was fated te expire
when the Federal Congress should meet on March 4, 1789, to inaugurate
a President and to zssume the law-making authority’conferred upon it
by the Federal Constitution. In the meantime, the first Wednesday in
January was fixed as the time for choosing electors. These were to meet
on the first Wednesday it February and the new Cdhgress was to assem-
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ble on the first Wednesday in March to organize the goyernment of the
United States. When the electors’ met, each placed on a ballot two
names, whereupon George Washingten, of Virginia, having received
every vote cast, was declared~the unanimous choice of the electoral college
for President; and John Adaws, of .\Lﬁsm-hu&_-l‘s, having reccived the'
next highest vote, was named its choice for \'ico-‘}’}'}sidvux. The date fixed
for the assembling of the new Congress was Wedtgsday, March .4. 1789,
and the place of meeting the city of New Work, But ;1"!u- members were
slo®in arriving upon the scene.  Fully’ a month elapsed before a quorum
could be counted for the transaction of husiness, and it was not until
April 30, 1789, that Washington tock the oath of office as President.
We have already observed that three states bitterly fought the Hew Cou-
stitution. These were New York, Rhode Island ‘and North Carolina.
It was largely to-concilinte the first-named state that New York was
chiosen as the temporary seat of government.  Rhode Island did not enter
the Union until late i the year 1789 and North Carolina not until 1790,

To vonciliate the dissatisfied states ten amendments to_the cobmstitu-
tion were proposed by the First (,‘o'ngrvss'. all of whieh ih_flue time
became part of the fundamental law. .

Grorgia’s first United States senators were William Few and James
Gunn. Hel first representatives in the Federal Congress were Abralam
Baldwin, James Jackson and George Mathews.®

On August 7, 1790, in New York, a treaty was negotiated ‘with the
Creek Indians, at the instance of President Washington, under which,
for a monetary consideration, the” Indians agreed to validate the treaty
of Shoulderbone and to relinquish all right and title to the ceded lands
vast of the Oconee. But we have already discussed this watter in a
former chapter. '

Georgia’s electoral support in 1793 was given to Washington, for
whose re-election to the presidency there was a spontancous demand from
all sections. But for Viee-President she supported George Clinton, of
New York, in preference to Mr. Adams.  Georgia's presidential clectors
in 1793 were: Benjamin Taliaferro and William Gibbons from the
state at large, and John King and Seaborn Jones from the two congres-
siona! distriet.t

As we shall see later, Georgia, under the census of 1790, lost one
of her representatives in Congress. A

On February 25, 1795, during Washington's second admitisi;
Joseph Habersham, of Georgia, was commissioned postmaster-general to
succeeed Thomas Pickering of Pennsylvania. $  Colonel Habersham helil
this office until John Adams became President. He was a resident of
Savannah, distinguished for his early “levotion to the canse of liherty
and especially for his prominence in two daring exploits, the raid on the
powder magazine at Yamacraw and the arrest of Governor Wright.

. At this erisis in our history, one of the greatest problems of the
nation concerned its Indian affairs. To conciliate the savage tribes was
a matter of the uimost-importance, requiring ability of a high order,

“knowledge of Indian character, experience in treaty negotiations. amd

* ‘*Biographical Cong. Directory, 1774-1011,”" p, 30.
t *“Lanman’s Biographical Annals of the United States Government,"' pp. 5
i **Biog. Cong. Directory, 1774-1011,"" Pl
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a firm but not an ungentle hand.  These qualities were possessed in an
cminent degres by Col. Benjamin Hawkins, late a senator from North
Carolina.  This distihguished man of affairs had long.enjoyed the inti-
wate Tricndship and regard of Washington and had frequently served
on buportant commissions.  Accepting an appointment from Washing-
ton i~ agent for all the Indian tribes south of the Ohio River, Colonel
Hawkins, though a man of wealth, relinquished the comforts of civi-
Vized lite, renounced a political eareer of great proufise and cume to
Georgin, where for more than twenty years, with his headquarters at
the old agency on the Flint River, he dwelt among the Creck Indians,
a devoted, litelong and gendtous friend of ihese children of the forest.

The first important serviee rendered by Colonel Hawkins as fndian
agent was in negotiating the Treaty of Coleraine, in 1796, a transaction
to whish we have already alluded at some length,

Bt Jet us retrace our steps.  Before electing senators and represent-
atives i Congress, it was first necessary for Georgia to adjust her'
state constitution to changed conditions, to make it Fouform, in other
words, wg the Constitution of the United States.  As carly as Junuary 30,
1755, Georgia hid prepared the way for this contingeney.  In a resolu-
tion, bearing the above dafe, the General Assembly had authorized the
governor to call a convention as soon as nine states had ratified. the
Federal Constitution. At the same time, three delegates were chosen
from cach county to constitute this convention, subjeet to the governot’s
call,  Aecordingly, when news was reeeived in Georgia that New Hamp-
shire —the ninth state to ratify—had put the seal of her approval upon
the new compaet of union, Governor Handley, who was then occupying
the exeentive chair, summoned these delegates previcusly nam® by the
Lesislature, to meet in Augusta on November 4, 1788, The Legislature
was called to meet at the same time for the purposs of choosing presi-
dential cleetors.  This convention remained in session twenty days,
formulating a state constitution, which was duly signed by all the dele-
gates.  On-motion, 300 copies were printed for distribution over the
state.  This constitution, however, was not to become ‘perative until
revised by another body ealled under a resolution of the General Assem-
bly to meet in Augusta on Javunary 4, 1759, Pursuant to call, this
second body met and proposed vpgious alterations ahd amendments, all
of which*were then submitted tosthe Legislature.  Thercupon a procla-
mation of these changes was ordered. At the same time, the governor
was anthorized to call a third convention, for the purpose of taking final
action in regard to thig proposed new form of government. Thus every
step taken by Georgia m this erisis of affairs was characterized by great
deliberation and thoroughness. Tt was only another expression of her
conservatism as a state.  On May 4, 1739, at Augusta, this convention
met and, after remaining in session three days, adopted the constitu-
tion, without change, as teported by the second convention. It then
waited upon the governor into whose hands the new instrument was
placed, to be promulgated by him to the people of Georgia.,

Much briefer than the state constitution of 1777, this new doeu-
ment was superior in every way to its predecessor, adopted amid the
convulsions of a war with England and without the g’llil“nﬂ light of
established precedents. Tt may likewise be said that of all the constitu-
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tions of the state it, still holds the record for brevity.  Unlike the con-
stitution of 1777, it contained no bill of rights, doubtless for the reason
that slavery suggested an igeonsistency, if it“did not present an obstacle,
to such a declaration of f:ﬁihpwmul prl'nriplcs. There was no bill of
riglns‘pn‘lixml to the Federal M§(it\lli()m|;, of 1787, due to serupulous
objections on the part of delegatés who.tlifught it wBuld not be in keep-
ing with the fact that slavery was still permitted to exist. But the
state constitution of 1789, in lieu of a bill of righ‘x./ﬂi‘l not il to
(-mplia,izc certain .\\'L‘"-cb“ﬂhlis‘l('ll rights, suth as religious Irecdom,
freedom of the press, trial by jury and habeas corpus.* :

Some of the changes wrought by the state constitution o~ 1784 were
as follows: it abolished the exccutive council; it established a bicaweral
Legislature by ereating a State Senate, with powers similar to those
still exercised by this body; it retained the House of Assembly, to he

_called the House of Representatives, but heightened its qualifieations for

membership. “There wasto be one senator chosen for every three years
from each county in-the state; but representatives were to he «-Iua-n
annually from each county as follows: + Two from (.'t'l‘lndﬂ{f VO m
Giynn, four from Liberty, five from Chathdm, two from Effingham, four
from Burke, four from Richmond, five from ¢Wilkes, two from” Wash-
ington, fwo fram Greene, and two from FranKin. .

“ Representatives were to be elected annually on the first Monday in
October; senators on the first Monday in October of each third year.
The Legislature was to meet annually on the first Monday in November,

While a residence of only two years was requisite to entitle one to a
seat in the House, he must also have been a citizen of the United States
for seven years; and to qualify one for a seat in the Senate a residence
of three years in the staty was required, with citizenship in the United
States of nine years. Says a recognized authority:t ““This is the
carlicst instance where any such discrimination was made 1n a state con-
stitution, and is indicative of the national spirit which existed among the
people of Georga at this time.”’ .

Senators were required to be twenty-eight years of age and to own
property valued at £200; representatives were required to be twenty-one
vears of age and to own preperty valued at £150.

Under the state constitution of 1789, the governor was to he cleeted
for a term of two years. The House of Representatives was to nomi
nate by hallot three candidates and out of these the Senate \\'nxrw;
one. All other elections were to be made in like manner. ’

No clergyman of any denomination eould be a member of the General
Assembly, under the constitution of 1789.

There was to be a Superior Court held in each county twice in cach
vear. The General Assembly was to provide some mode for correcting
errors. The office of chief justice was abolished.

Militia officers and sceretaries to the governor were all to be
appointed. ’ 5

From an old issue of the Georgia Gazette, dated May 9, 1789, we get

o ositem: ““On Monday last (May 4) a third convention met in the

¢ *“Watkin's Digest of the Lands of Georgia,’’ pp. 25-31.
t **Georgia and State Rights,”’ U. B. Phillips 22
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Town IHall to consider the alterations proposed by the convention of
January last to the Constitution formed by the convention of 1785;
and on Wednesday thiey finally adopted and ratified the new form of
government to comience in October next. The new form being
an assimilation to the Federal Constitution, its notification and deposit
wias announced to the town by a discharge of eleven cannon, in honor
of the federated States: when his Honor, with the President and mew-
hers of the Convention and the President and membems of the Couneil
repaired to the Government House and drank a glass of wine to its pros-
perity.” Rhode Island and North Carolina were not yet in the Union,
whirh accounts for the abovesreference to only eleven federated states.

Suys o well-known student of constitutional law:* “One of the
most important features of this constitution was its organization of the
legislative department so as to apply the county unit principle to the
enactinent 8f legislation.  Under the former Constitution, the executive
council veted by counties, but they did not act at all in the matter of
legislation exeept in an advisory eapacity.  Under the aew Constitution,
fhe composition of the House of Representatives was, to a certain extent,
hased upon population, and in that body each county might have a
diverse voiee through the wotes of its several members, but before pro-
posed legislation could be enacted into law, it had to pass the-Senate in
which vach county had a single and equal voice without respect to
population.”

Governor George Handley oceupied the exceutive chair from Janu-
ary 11788, to January 1, 1789, and witnessed the evolutionary process
out of which grew the new state constitution.  On January 1, 1789, he
was stueeveded by former Governor George Walton, a signer of #he Dee-
laration of Independence, who had held this office during the Revolu-
tionary period. e was now called to the helm for a second time.  The
new state™onstitution went into effeet in October, at which time Gov-
ernor Walton was suceeeded by Edward Telfair, Georgia's first gov-
ernor to be eleeted after her entrance into the Federal Union. e
defeated former Governor John Houstoun, with whom fie tied on the
tirst hallot, winning on the second. Governor Telfair was a wealthy
Seotehman. with large interests in both Burke and Chatham. He held
office until 1793, when former Governor George Mathews, a Federalist,
living in the up-country, an uneficated man, but possessed of a strong
native intelleet, won the governorship.

But to return.  On November 26, 1789, shortly after Governor Tel-
fair's induction into effice, Georgia's first Thanksgiving day was ob-
served. At this time “he state was called upon to join the Nation in
offering thanks to a kind Providence for past favors and mercies.  One
of the first acts of the new Legislature was to invite Dr. Palmer, of the
Richmond  Academy, to preach a special _thanksgiving sermon at
St. Paul's. Upon this service the members decorously attended and
on the day following they voted Dr. Palmer a resolution of thanks for
his exeellent discourse, .

The first president of the State Senate of Georgia wasll)r. Nathan
Brownson, of Liberty County, a former governor.

* < MeElreath on the Constitution of Georgia,”" p. 88.
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The first speaker of the House of Representatives, under the new
constitution of 1789, avas Hon. Seaborn Jones, of Richmond. This body
as the House of Assembly had existed since ‘1/1'51. "

On December 8, 1790, the Legislature divided .the state into tifree
congressional districts, having been alloted three representatives in Con-
gress by the Federal cm;stimti&rng 175}; The oauntius composing
these districts were as follows:® - Chatham, Glynn, “Effingham, Camden
and Liberty, comprising the lower or eastern district s iur/k'c. Richmond
and Washington, the, middle district ; and \\'il*s, Frnukb'n and Greene,
the upjgr or western distriet. James.Jackson was chosei™to represent
the lower distriet; Abraham Baldwin, the middle district ; and George
Mathews, the upper distriet. These were Georgia's representatives in
the First Federal Congress. If Georgia was represented during «the
early part of the session, her representatives must have been chosen on
s general ticket, without regard to districts.

To the Second Congress, which convened on March 4, 1791, Anthony
Wayne was elected from she lower district; Abraham Baldwin from the
middle district: and Francis Willis from the upper-district.t  Frangs
Willis suceceded General Mathews, who hot long thereafter-Wis_cptel
to the governorship. In the lower distriet, Gen. Anthony Waync—the
illustriogs, “*Mad Anthony’’ of the Revolution—appeared on the face
of the returns 4o have defeated Maj. James Jacksan, the incumbent.
Accordingly, he received a certificate of election. But Major Jackson
filed a contest revealing the fraud by which his opponent had been
clected, whereupon the seat was declared vacant. But a motion to scat
Major Jackson resulted in a tie, which was decided against him by the
adverse vote of the speaker. On returning to Georgia, Major Juckson
caused articles of impeachment to be brought before the Legislature
against IHenry Oshorne, judge of the Superior Court, for falsifying and
forging the election returns of Camden County ; and such was the weight
of evidence adduced to sustain the charges that Judge Osborne was
removed from office.* General Wayne, it seems, had unwittingly
become the tool of Major Jackson's enemies. There is no evidenee to
show that he was a party to any corrupt transaction; and a contest was
filed by Major Jackson more for the purpose of thwarting his foes than
with any desire to unseat a gallant comrade-in-arms, especially since
General Wayne, in 1782, had deputized him to receive the surrender of
Savannah, which was then in the hands of the British. When A
election was ordered, Hon. John Milledge, a friend to both purtiﬁia-
chosen to represent the lower district in Congress. i

Soon after this political episode, an Indian outbreak on the north-
west frontier of the nation led to General Wayne’s appointment by
President Washington as commander-in-chief of the armies dispatched
against these belligerent tribes of the forest. Resuming once more an
active military life, General Wayne did not return again to Georgia;
but, dying on the shores of Lake Erie, some four years later, he was
taken for burial to his native town of Chester, in the State of Pennsyl-
vania. Georgia continued to venerate his memory, and some time later

e History of Georgia,’’ W, B. Stevens, IT, p. 394,
t ““Biog. Cong. Directory, 1774-1911,”’ p. 33,
{ **McElrea:h on the Constitution,’” p. 96.
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ereated a new county to hear his name; but the town of Wayneshoro, a
thriving community, the county-seat of Burke, had already testified to
Georgia's admiration for this gallant soldier: the renowned hero of
West Point. ] ,

But while,under the Federal Constitution of 1787, Georgia had been
allotted three representatives in Congress, it appeared from the Fed-
eral consus of 1790 that the state’s population did not entitle her to three
mewhers in this body, and much to Georgia's mortification, therefore,
her representation in Congress was reduced from fhitee to two members,
at which figure it remained stationary for the next decade. When
the Federal eensus of 1800 was taken it was found that Georgia's popu-
lation had doubled and* %aee ordingly in the Eighth Congress she was
allotted four representatives,®

But, in the Third Congress (1793-1797), there were only two repre.
sentatives from Georgia:  Abraham Baldwin and Thomas P. Carnes.

Thére was no change in United States senators until March 4, 1793,
at which time Major Jackson succeeded William Few. Senator Gunn

contitied to oceupy his old seat.t  Colonel Few had been an officer in °

congrand of partisan troops during the Revolution. Two other brothers,
Benjamin and Ignatius, had also been officers: while a third brother,
lnmnq had been captured and executed without trial, near thsbun,
N. €., by Governor Tryon, in 1771. e was a leader of the- famous
Re mllllll)l"ﬂ, 3.000 of whom were engaged in a battle fought, May 16,
1771, on Alamance Creek, with the king's troops. Capt: James Few
has been styled the first martyr of American liberty, since the insurree
tion which culminated in blood on Alamance Creck marked-the hegm
ning of the American Revolution, @

But returning to Col. Benjamin Few. He seems to have been bit-
terly fought by the Yazoo cabel of a later period hecause of an unsue-
cessful bid offered by him, in association with other men of wealth, for
some Of the Yazoo lands. Defeated for the United States Senate, he
removed to New York, where he beeame president of the City Bank, a
member of the State Legislature, and alderman of the City of New York.
He died on June 16, 1827, at Fishkill-on-the-ITudson, where his ashes
lie buried. Cos

Two new counties were created by the General Assembly at its ses-
sion in 1790; Columbia un‘lf-Flln-rt Columbia was detached from
Richmond, with Appling as s county-seat. It contained the historie
old town of- Wrightshoro, famous for its Quaker colony, a town today
marked by its tottering ruins and crumbling momuments ; but once an
abode of eulture, guntleness and thrift.  Here lived Col. William Cand-
ler, with his kinsmen, the Fews: also the Carrs, the Whites, and other
fumilies whose names appear on the muster-rolls of the Rewolution.
Near the present line of MeDuffie lived Capt. Thomas Cobb, patriot and
centennarian, who reached the phenomenat age of 111 years, and became
the progenitor of a numérous offspring.  Capt. Cobb was not an ancestor
of the Cobbs of Athens. But he was the grandfather of ITon. Thomas
W. Cobh, a United States senator, for whom Cobb Consity was named;

***Biog. Cong. Directory, 1774-1911,"" p. 29, also p. 53.
t **Riog. Cong. Directory, 17741911, p. 36.
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and aniong his descendants was the late Henry W. Grady.  The Cobbs
of Athens are descended from John Cobb, who is supposed to have heen
cvither a' brother or a nephew of Capt. Thomas Cobb.  In anogher por
of this county, on Kiokee Creck, was first planted the standard of the
Baptist church in (-corgla, : the celebrated Daniel Marshall.  IHere, too,
lived the Crawfords; and he;c ~on \u‘l’m 10, 1300 was born the wreat
orator of South Carolina, George McDuffie. "TMhe new munl\ because
of its distingnished part in the Revelution, \\ns\-nun-(l Cohyibia; and
its county-seat -was named Appling for ' well- kno)\n fmml\ in this
lm‘hn from which in after years sprang Col. l)mm~l \pphn;_'. of the
War of 1812.

Elbert County was lcwclwd from Wilkes and mmn-d for Ge n‘ Samnel
Eibert, of the Revolution. Elberton was designated as its county-sent,
The rich lands in this neighborhood were early scttled by wealthy Vi
ginia planters. This county contained the famous Broad River dis
triet. In the angle of land which the Broad River forms by its conflu.
ence with the Savanifih, may still be found the ruins of an old cglonial
stronghold, Fort James, built to dﬁcnd an old %lﬁq-uM]).nl-
mouth. William Bertram, the famous, naturalist, who was"e gaged at
this time in studying Georgia’s flora, visited the old fort in 1776, as the
guekt of its commanding officer. He descnjbes it as a four-square stock-
ade, with salient bastions at edach angle, surmotanted by a blockhouse,
and guarded by a number of swivel guns. These were planted one story
higher than the curtains. The latter were pierced with loop-holes,
breast high, and defended by small arms. The stockade of Fort James
was an acre in extent. It enclesed a substantial house for the com-
mandant, quarters for the various officers, and barracks for the garrison.
The entire foree consisted of fifty rangers, each of them well mounted
and armed with the following weapons: a rifle, two dragoon pistols, a
hanger, & powder-horn, a shot-pouch, and a tomahawk. Theee miles
above Petersburg, this same noted traveler discovered an Indian
mound.®

In the neighborhood of Fort James was an old tobacco town known -
as Pefersburg. It was once quite an important market for the up-
country and was also a seat of culture, the home of Dr. W. W. Bihh,
afterwards one of Georgia’s United States senators and still later the
first territorial governor of Alabama. Iere, too, lived the Hillyers,
the Caseys, the Walkers, the Watkinses, the Popes, the
Coulters, and other prominent families. This county contained
family seat called Heardmont, the home of Gen. Stephen Heard, who
founded the town of Washington. Tt also contained the home of a still
more famous resident : Naney Hart of the Revolution.

Elbert became in after years the scat of a famous rural community
known as Ruckersville, founded hy Joseph Rucker. a pioneer hanker,
merchant, planter and man of affairs; and in this neighhorhood was
horn the gifted Georgia novelist, Mrs. Corra White Harris, and the late
distinguished jurist and gentleman, Associate Justice Joseph Rucker
Lamar, of the Supreme Court of the United States.

* ““Travels,”’ pp. 321-322.



‘CHAPTER 111

-

Diring GoVERNOR TELFAIR'S ADMINISTRATION, PRESIDENT WasHiNGToN
Visits GEorRGIA—TRADITIONS oF His SoJoUrN STILL FRAGRANT IN
Many Hoses—LEAvEs Pupagerrnia ox Makcn 21, 1791, For A
SovTneERy Torkr, ACCOMPANIED BY MaJor JACKSON—REACHES GEOR-
Giy ox May 12— Disry or THE PRESIDENT's VisiT, PRESERVED IN [Tis
Ows Haxp-WrITING-—NINE Days o Guest or Tig State—lHow He
Was GREETED AT SavasNai—FETES AND  BALLS—LEAVES  FOR
Avarsta—EN ROUTE, He Stors AT WAYNESBORO—RECEPTION AT
THE SEAT 0F GOVERNMENT—G1vigs A NUMBER OF PRIZES 10 THE Bovs
ar THE Ricnymoxn AcapeMy—ONE or THEsE Was AWARDED TO
.\rm's’n.\'\.?. CLAYTON, APTERWARDS A NOTED CONGRESSMAN AND
JURIST,

During Governor Telfair’s administration an event ocenrred  the
delightful memories of which have lingered, for more than a century,
like incense in a vase of roses: the visit of President Washington.
Revered as the victorious commander-in-chief of the American armies
in the great struggle for independence and as the first chief magistrate
of & nation destined to take its place among world powers, the illustrigns
statesman and soldier was received with marked demonstrations of
respect.  Savannah and  Augusta—the principal towns at which he
stopped—are sl fragrant with the recollections of his sojourn.  Tradi-
tions cherished in many of the homes of our state tell of the hrilliant
rounds of social gaiety, of the rare old laces worn, of the rarc old wines
uncorked, of the splendid figure made by the Georgia Continentals on
dress parade, of the festive scenes and gala events, associated with this
visit from the nation’s first citizen. Nor let us forget to mention the
dazzling ballrooms where -

) 1 ¥ ““hright
The lamps shone o'er fair women ‘and brave men."”’

Washington himself was a starched aristocrat; and to meet him all

the tiaras of the commonwealth sparkled at these elegant receptions.”

all the ancient pedigrees were there, some of them reaching back to Eng-
lish manor-halls and French chateaus. Remembering how prone we
are, in dealing with a'remote pést. to exaggerate the tinsel on our family
crests and to impute an imaginary value to our, ancestral heirlooms,
some of the stories which have percolated down the years are, of course,
subject to a liberal discount; but with all due allowance for the magni-
fying spéll of time and distance, Washington’s visit was an e\'cn} singu-
lar in its uniqueness. It holds to this day a place apart, an isolated
niche all its own, in the historic background; and for all time to come its
influence will doubtless be felt upon pur civie annals.
. m’
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President Washington left Philadelphia for his tour of the Southern
States at 11 o'clock in the forenoon of March 21, 1791, Besides his
coacih, drawn by four horses, an equipage which he not inaptly styled

his chariot, the outfit for this jonl:y included’a light two-horse wagon

which carried the baggage, four saddle horses, an extra horse, led hy
the bridle, provided for the President’s_convgrfience ingthe event he
wished to ride horseback. > Ile was acconipanied by’ Major Jackson,
lately a representative from Georgia in the First Cc)llg.'r"_&ﬂ},,\\'lnu h“fl
cither remained at the seat of government or clm%hud made a special
trip from S&vannah to Philadelphia for the purpose of accompanying the
President to- Georgia. There were also five servants in attendance,
to wit, a valet de chambre, a postilion, a coachman and two Tootmen:
Washingtor's private fortune enabled him to travel in a wanner almost
regal in its ostentatious display. Moreover, he-was not trained in the
sehool of demoeracy which produced the great man of the people,
Thotnnas Jefferson, _ His vast landed estates, inereased by the handsome
property acquired through his®marriage.o the rich Widow Custis! made
hini easily: the wealthiest man of his day in America, the foremost pluto-
crat as well as the first citizen of the land: and though called ly
spontaneons voice of the people to govern a nation of pioneers he was
m every sense’of the word a born patrician. ‘ . .

Soow after leaviig Philadelphia the presidential party encountered
rough roads. Travel was necessarily slow and little progress was made:
but no serious mishap occurred to mar the pleasure of the trip. Ln
route to Georgia, the President visited Wilmington, North Carolina, and
Charleston, South Carolina. Wednesday night, May 11,1791, he spent
with Judge Heyward, on the east side of the Savannah River. - From
this point the narrative will be continued in the President’s own lan-
guage, copied verbatim from tile diary of his trip, the original of whieh
is preserved in the Library of Congress, at Washington, District of
Columbia. Here is the detailed record of his visit, entered with the
greatest care in the President’s own hand-writing. It will be observed
that he did not fail to note how the ladies were dressed. y

“Thursday 12th. -By 5 o’clock we set out from Judge Heyward's
and road to Purisburgh, 22 miles to breakfast. At that place T was met
by Messrs. Jones, Coln, Habersham, Mr. John Houstoun, Genl. .\lulnlm_ n

and Mr. Clay, a comee. from the city of Savanna to conduct me thitherss2

Roats also were ordered there by them for my accommodation; among-
which a handsome 8 oared barge rowed by 8 American Captns. at-
tended.—In my way down the River, I called upon Mrs. Green, the
Widow of the deceased Genl. Green (at a place called Mulbergry (irove).
I asked her how she did—At this place (2 miles from Purishurgh my
horses and carriages were landed, and had 12 miles further by land to
Savanna—~The wind & tide being against us, it was 6 o’clock before
we reached the city where we were received under every demonstration
that ~ould be given of joy & respect.—We were seven hours in making
the ‘passage, which is often performed in 4, tho the computed distanee
is 25 miles—Illums. at night. I was condueted by the Mayor & Wardens
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to very good lodgings which had been provided for the occasion and
partook of a public dinner given by the Citizens at the Coffee Room.
Friday 13th. Pined with the members of the Cincinnati at a public
dinner given at the gaee place—and in the evening went to a dancing
ussembly at which there was about 100 well dressed & handsome ladies,
cSaturday 14th. ;’\' little after 6 o’clock, in company with Genl.
- ~ " Melntosh, Genl. Wayne, the Mayor and many others (principal Gentle-
men of the city) | visited the ity and the attack & defence of it in

the year 1779, under the combined forces of France and the Unifed )

States, commanded by the Count de Estaing & Genl. Lincoln—To form
an opinion of the attack at this distance of time, and the change which
Lias taken place in the appearance of the ground by the cutting away
of the woods, &e, is hardly to be done with justice to the subject; espe-
cially as there is remaining scareely any of the defences—Dined today
with a number of Citizens (not less than 200) in an elegant Bower
erected for the occasion on the bank of the River below the Town—
In the evening there was a'tolerable good display of firg-works. ?
o 'Sunday 15, After morning serviee and receiving a number of visits
from the®most respectable ladies of the place (as was the case yester-
day) I set out for Augusta, Escorted heyd the limits of the city by most
of the Gentlemen in it, and dining at Mulberry tirove the gest of \lrs
Green—Ilodged at one Spencer’s—distant 15 miles,

. **Suvanna stands on what may be called high ground for this Coun-
try—It is extremely sandy, weh makes the walking very disagrecable;
& the houses uncomfortable in warm and windy weather, as they are
filled with dust whenever these happen—The town on 3 sides is sur-
rounded with cultivated Rice fields which have a rich and luyuriant
appearance.  On the 4th or backslide it is a fine sand—The barbour
»is said to he very good & often filled with square rigged vessels, but
there is a dar below over which not more than 12 water can be brot
exeept at sprg tides—The tide does not flow above 12 or 14 miles*above
the City though the River is swelled by it more than double that dis-
tance—Rice and Tobacco (the last of weh is greatly increasing) are the
prineipal exports—Lumber & Indigo are also exported but the latter is
on the decline, and it is supposed by Hemp & Cotton—Ship timber, viz.
live Oak & Cedar is (and may be more so) valuable in the exptn.

**Monday 16th. Breakfasted & !Rum'lls—l.) miles from Spancer’s—
dined at Garnet's 19 miles further & laidged at Pierces 8 miles more;
in all—42 miles today.

“Tuesday 17th. Breakfasted at Spinners 17 miles—dined at Lame
berts 13—and lodged at*Waynesborough, (weh was coming 6 miles out
of our way) 14, in all 43 miles—Wayneshorough is a small place but
the Seat of Burkes County—=6 or 8 dwelling houses is all it contains;—
«n attempt is making (without much apparent effect) to establish an
academy at it, as is-the case also in all the Counlics.

“*Wednesday 18th. Breakfasted at Tulcher’s, 15 miles from Waynes-
borough: and within 4 miles of Augusta; met the Governor (Telfair),
Judge Walton, the Attorney Genl, and most of the principal Gentlenen
of the place: by whom 1 was escorted into the Town & recd under a
discharge of Artillery—the distance I came today was about 32 miles—

i ,,'/} v o
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Dined with a large Company at the Governors, & drank tea there. with
many well dressed ladies. "

“The road from:Savanna to Augusta is for the most part thn"h
Pine barrens; but more uneven, than 1 haddbeen: aceustomed to sinee
leaving Peétersburg, in Virginia, os"p\cmll\ after riding about 30 miles
from the City of that name; and heren& thefe indeed® picee of Oak
land is passed on this Road but of small (-'m-nl & h" 1o means of the

first qlmlm l - —
“Thurgday 19th.  Received & mls\\erwl an ml«\---ss fromt Uu- Citizens
of Augustdi—dined with a lirge Company at their Court To—und went

to an assembly in the evening atthe Academy; at w hich time there Were

between 60 & 70 well dressed ladies.

“Friday 20th. Viewed the Ruins or rather small Remns of the W orks
which had been erected by the British during the War and taken. by
1 Americans—Also the falls which are-about 2 miles above the Town;:
andsthe Town itself.—-These falls (as they are-called) are nothing more
than rapids—They are Lmss‘glhle in their present state by hoats with
skillful hands but may at very small expense be improved by reugving
a few rocks only to straighten the passage—Above them there a
good hoat pavigation for many milts; by which the produee may be &
i same méakure i is transported—At (In; place, is e. the falls, the good
lands#begin; & enerease in quality to”the westward & no. ward. All
below them exeept the interval lands on the Rivers and Riee Swamps
whieh extend from them, the whole country is a Pine barren—The town
of Augusta is well laid out with wide & spacious streets—It stands on .
a large arca of a perfeet plane but is not yet thickly built tho surpris-
ingly so for llw time; for, in 1783 there were not more than half a
dozen houses; now there are not less than—containing about—souls of'.
which—are blacks. It bids fair to be a large Town heing at the head
of the present navigation & a fine country back of it for support, which
is settling very fast by Tobaceo planters—The culture of which article
is inereasing very fast and bids fair to be the principal export from
the State; and from this part of it, it certainly will be so.

““Augusta. though it covers more ground than Savanna, does not
contain as many Inhabitants, the latter having by the late ccnsus he-
tween 15 and 1500 whites and about 800 blacks.

““Dined at a private dinner with Govr. Telfair today; and gave
dispatehes for the Spanish Govr of East Florida, respecting the (
nance given by that Governt to the fugitive Slaves of the lm’ —
weh dispatches were to be forwarded to Mr. Seagrove, Collector at \l
Marys, who was requested to be the bearer of them, and instructed to
make arrangements for the prevention of these evils, and if possible for
the restoration of the property--especially of those slaves wrh -had gone
off since the orders of the Spanish Court to discountenance this practice
of reeg. them.

‘“Saturday 21. Left Augusta .about 6 o'clock and takg leave of
the Governor & principal Gentlemen of the place at the Bridge over
Sgeanna River where they hdd assembled for the purpose I procecded
in" Company with Colns Hampton and Taylor & Mr. Lithgow, a com-
mittee from Columbia (who had come to meet & conduct me to that <
wilace) & a Mr. Jameson from the Village of Granby on my Rout—Dined

— .
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at a house about 20 miles from Augusta and lodged at one Oden about
20 miles further.””

To the foregoing extracts from Washington's diary, it need only be
added that. according to traditional accounts, he was greeted upon his
arrival in Savannah by a vast gathering of people assembled from all
parts of Georgia, but chietly from the settlements along the coadt. On
the journey from Savannah to Augusta, an escort of horse accompanied
Bim - and 1o meet the distinguished visitor, on_the outskirts of the latter
town—then the eapital of the state—tovernor Telfuir headed a com-
mittee of citizens. which included a signer of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, Judge Walton, besides a number of prominent state ofticiuls,
While at Aungusta. he visited the famous Richmond Aeademy, wher
b was entertained by the students in a vontest of declamation,  Sev-
cral prizgs were awarded by Washington as a result of - this visit
He was so delighted with the exhibition that, obtgining the nates
of the young orators, he sent them each a handsomely bound hook on
his I'u'1li%| to Philadelphin.  One of these trophies, a copy of Nallust,
inserihed with the President’s autograph, was presented 1o Angustin
Smith Clayton, afterwards a judge of the Superior court and a member
of Congress.  Washington's visit to Georgia lasted only a week: bt
after @ lapse of more than a century we still find it a wellsspring of
perennial interest, one of those rare forget-me-nots of subtle arofia which
tradition delights to preserve, a blooming immortelle of Georgin's his
torie past.
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CHAPTER 1V \ ¢ W, .
Lo.\'u}m;rr's EXPERIMENTS WITH THE STEAMBOAT—TWENTY YEARS IN

ADVANCE OF Furrox HE \WAS SUCCESSFULLY APPLYING NTEAM. To
NAVIGATION ON THE SavANNait RIVER—DPATENT GRANTED TO Biricas
Axp LONGSTREET 18 1787—AN Iarorrant Historican DocvMENT

STILL PRESERVED IN THE ARCHIVES OF GEORGIA—THE ONLY PPaTENT
EvER [SSUED BY THE STATE FOR AN INVENTION—GRANTED BEFORE THE
ADOPTION ,OF THE FEDERAL CONSTITUTION—DESCRIPTION OF Loxa-
STREET'S STH.\MB@L\'I’—"I)\\' PROPELLED—STRUGGLES - AND  MISFOR-
‘rUNES—LONGSTREET 'S GRAVE IN OLp, ST. Pavn's Cavrernyarnp O
LOOKING THE SCENE OF 15 EXPERIMENTS ON TIHE Savansarive.

’ 2
: "

At least twenty vears before Robert Fulton hecame known to the
seientific worlil as the inventor of the steamboat,” William Longstreet
was making erude experiments with a steam propeller on the Savannah
River, near Augusta. It was fully as early as the year 1787 when he
first conceived the idea of applying steam as a motive power 1o naviga-
tion : and, after tinkering all day, he-would sometimes lie awake all night
thinking of the wonderful engine which he felt sure would in time revo-
lutionize the commeree of the globe. The inspired prophets of the olden
time could not read the future more distinetly than did William Long-
street. He could see the ocean greyhounds plowing through the high
seas. e could almost hear the sereech of the steam whistle.

On February 1, 1788, an act was passed by the Gegeral Assembly
at Augusta conferring upon two inventors, Isaac Briggy and Willinm
Longstreet, exclusive patent rights for a term of fourtecn years, to a
steam engine, constructed by them for the purposes of navigation. There
are certain things, in regard to this legislative act, which ave it a
peculiar interest to students of American history. In the first s it
constitutes the only patent ever issued hy the State of Georgin. At this
time, the Articles of Confederation were still in vogue, but within a few -
months a new central government was organized, under the Federal
Constitution of 1787, after which the right to issue pmtents hecame
special prerogative of the United States.

We must furthermore observe that the date of this patent is anterior,
by nearly two full decades, to the successful experiments made by Robert
Fulton on the Hudson River, in 1807. Tt was also the first patent for a
steamboat ever granted. “Just what part Isaanc Briggs took in the con-
wcruction of this pioneer steamboat is unknown; but tradition eredits
William Longstreet with a series of experiments on the Savannah River,
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extending over a period of twenty years, The proposition at first ex-
cited only ridicule. As an indication of this popular attitude, the musty
old voluwiue i which” the patent is recorded in the seeretary of state’s
ottice contains this"entry, on the first page of the ludex: " Briggs and
Longstevet : Steam Nothing, 245" On the page thus indicated in Book
ST Bl of Saleand Deeds of Gift, this earliest patent for a steam-
Boat s recorded as follows B

- -

i

AN ACCOUNT OF THE CONSTRUCTION AND PRINCIFLES OF BRIGGS™ AND
Losu~trier’s Steas ENGINE, por THE Exentsive Use or Wiien
v PEviier Was GRANTED To Tk INVENTORS, For FOURTEEN YEARS,
BV AN CACT oF THE LEGisLAaTuRe Passep a1 AveUsTa, THE First Day
oF Fregtoary, 1758,

2 This engine consists of a Boiler, two Cylinders and a Condenser, con-
. . . . .
structed e the following manner, viz, : .
- THE BOILER

“Consiats of two wetallie vossels, globular, or nearly so, placed one
within the other, so as to leave a small interstice between, in which
interstice the botling water is contained.  The inner vessel contains the
fucl, the thame of which passes through a spiral flue winding mund the
outside of the outer vessel from the bottom to the top.  The steam is con-
veyed by a pipe from the boiler into an interstice between

THE TWO CYLINDERS,

“Which are placed, horizontally, one within the other, from whenee
it is admiged alternately into each end of the inner eylinder, in which
it impels a piston to vibrate both ways with equal force. It is also
admitted alternately to pass from cach end of the inner eylinder (all
the communications, to and from which, are opened and shut by a single
cock ) by means of pipes into i

TIHE CONDENSER, -

“Whieh is a metallic vessel hxv\'ing_a large surface in contact with
cold water.  The condensed steam or warm water is drawn out of it hy
a pamp. .

* 1. Brices,
““War, LONGSTREET.
““Recorded 30th Jan. 1789."" .

When the renowned inventor, James Watt, in 1774, perfected a
patent which embodied the essential features of the modern steam engine,
an effort to apply its principles to navigation followed at once. Simuil-
tancously, in various places, men with.a genius for mechm,ics began to
make experiments. James Rumsey, on the Ohio, in 1784, and John
Fiteh, on the Delaware, in 1785, both succeeded in obtaining definite
and brilliant results. However, it may be gravely doubted if either of
these pioneer inventors forestalled William Lorgstreet. The Georgian

’
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was probably engaged in experimenting with his steamboat on the Sa-
vannah River, for some time before receiving his patent from the state,
in 1788; and he continued.for years thepeafter to improve his invention,
in the hope of making it ~t’u{meminlly suceessful. There were still
others who, at this early date, were actiyg’in this s‘xuc line of endeavor. *
But, while they demonstrated the feusibility of -$team navigation, they
came short of the coveted goal. Dame Fortune elpded -them at every
turn; and it was reserved finally for Rnbert%‘ullon, a New YorkeT, with
his I#tle boat, the Clermont, on the waters of the Hudson River, in 1807,
to overtake the fleet wings of the fickle goddess. .

Says a well-known historian, in speaking of the first crudeexperi-
ments of the Georgia inventor:® ‘‘Longstreet’s boat, like other® great
inventions, was made sport of ; indeed, it must have beeni a queer-looking

* craft. His idea was to have the boat propelled by a series of poles, so
~_arranged on a shaft that as the shaft turned on its axis the poles would

strike the bottom of th® river and push the boat along. This was cer-
tatuly very clumsy; but a boat of this kind was made and put osythe
Savannah River in 1806, and moved by steam power. Robert ju ton’s
boat, the Clermont, made its trial trip on the Hudson River in August,
1807.{:He made use of paddle-wheels to strike the water instead of poles
to strike the*river bottom. Paddlé-wheels were & great improvement,
and Robert Fulton is called the inventor of the steam-hoat. To him
belongs the idea of paddle-wheels, while to William Longstreet belongs
the honor of having first made a boat run by steam power."’

But let us go back. It is by no.means uncertain that William Long-
street failed to inherit the money-making instinets of his-Duteh ances-
tors, but devotion to his ideal kept him poor. To obviate unnecessary
expense he constructed his boilers of heavy oak timbers girt about hy
strong iron bands, and managed to do most of the work himself. e
was not successful at first, but year after year he toiled away at his task
with an undiminished enthusiasm,

The world eventually pays its debts, but ofttimes the first installment
is paid in ridicule. Ever since the time of Noah the man who has huilt
in advance of his generation has been obliged to encounter the sharp
note of derision. Longstreet’s repeated failures with the steamboat
made him a target for the shallow wits of the neighborhood. The idea
of making iron swim on the water in an age not given to miracles, af least
of the Biblical sort, was treated as the vagary of an escaped lur 3 and
his neighbors stood by and harassed him pretty much as the amused
antediluvians did the old patriarch when he was building the ark. But
nevertheless in both cases the eraft floated. He was told that it contra-
dicted every law of reason to suppose that iren could ke made to move
about at will upon the water without oar or sail. In the local prints
appeared frequent squibs dedicated to the persistent-inventor; and one
of them, which has floated down to the present time, showing how the
near-sighted skepties tidiculed the experiment, is cast in doggerel verse
with frequent variations of the question:

““Can you row the hoat ashore,
Billy hoy, Billy boy?”’

“. *‘‘History of Georgia,'” Lawton B. Evans, p, 167.

Vol 124 _
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Such an assault was enough to undermine the patience of Job, even
had the assailants confined themselves to prose; but, good-naturedly
reminding his critics that his time to laugh would soon come, he con-
tinued to prosecute his labors with grim earnestness.  However if energy

“refused to lag, money sometimes gave out. Now and then he would have
to turn his hand to other lines of work in order to replenish his funds.
At one time he applied to Governor Telfair for state aid. and the letter.
dated September 26, 1790, is still preserved in the “eXechitive archives.
But _the chief magistrate shared the prevailing infidelity and returned
an answer in the negative,

More than fifteen years now elapsed, but at last the time came when
Longstreet could face his erities with an exultant smile of satisfaction.
The triumph was belated, but none the less complete. Taking on hoard
such of his friends as could be prevailed npon to make the venture, he
pointed his odd-looking little vessel toward the deep water, and the
exp--rirfn-m now worked like a charm.  First he moved with the current,
and then, reversing the lever, he moved against the earrent, but in either
case \Mth cqual ease; and, after traveling several miles with his delighted
passengers, he hrought the craft safely to shore. The movement of the
boat evoked the lustiest shouts from the spectators who now crowded
about the dock to vote the returning hero a Roman triumph. -Those
who. fearing the boilers might explode, had gone out in skiffs to gather
up the remnants, now came back soundly converted to thestrue faith.
William Longstreet had won.

But the heralds were most too slow in proclaiming the news to
(Christendom. For, while the Georgia inventor was meeting with every
kind of discouragement as he toiled away upon his rude engine in
Augusta, another mechanical genius was in Paris experimenting with his
submagine diver. It was Robert Fulton. - He had been invited over to
the French capital by the United States minister, Robert Livingston, and
instead of being hampered by slender means or contemptuous slurs, he
was warmly encouraged by the far-sighted Napoleop, who was then
first consul of France. Fulton possessed what Longstreet lacked:

influential friends at court, and unlimited resources. The favoring .

gales wafted him on to early saccess, and he was soon engaged in devis-
ing the famous steamboat witly %hich his nameé has ever since heen uni-
versally associated. Nevertheltss the credit of the first real demonstra-
tion helongs to William Longstreet. for it was as early as 1806 that he
successfully applied steam to navigation. But the: fleet-footed Mercury
was on the side of Hobert Fulton. '

Too intent upon perfecting the invention to give any thought to the
patent office in Washington, William Longstréet slept over his rights,
but some of his friends in the year following were about to set out for
the seat of government on his behalf, when the news came from New
York that the trial trip of the Clermont on the waters of the Hudson
had been successfully accomplished. Thus William Longstreet’ was
thwarted of his well-earned reward; but, derided and pelittled though
he was, he barely missed being celebrated in song and story as the author
of the colossal achievement which changed the whole method of ocean
travel and which fairly illuminated the giant, portals of the most won-

derful of all the centuries.”” A

" ““W‘;‘"‘t;__'wws " i ‘ -
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Other misfortunes crowded upon the hapless inventor. e shortly
afterwards sét up two large gins in Augusta which were”propelled by
steam. They worked admirably and p;oﬁ'nised handsome returnS, but
not long after completion they were destroyed vy fire. “Subsequently
he erected at St. Mary’s two sté mil]sﬁ,(hut they pvere both destroyed
in the War of 1812, By this tiine the-e erprise.of William Longstreet
was completely discouraged. Heartbroken over lijs repeated misfor-
tunes and disappointments, he was in some r%pecls Ii Z/”“' great” Ftalian
navigtor who failed to link his name to the vast hemiSphere which he
had been the first to discover and who passed away in almost unknown
obscurity at Valladolid, among the hills of Spain. The imrewarded
inventor died in 1814, and though prevented, like Tantalus, from utch-
ing the fruit which.waved in the air just over him, full-orbed and

. golden, he must, nevertheless, be recognized as the ill-starred forerunner

of Robert Fulton in the evolution of the modern steamboat.

To conclude this despltory skemtch, it only needs to he said that Wil
liam Longstreet came of an old Duteh family whose-household escutcfon
was planted in New Amsterdam by an’emigrant from the'_!&\\cjrrﬁry,
one Dirk Stoffels Langestraat, who became the progenitor of an illus-
trious{effspring. William Longstreet was an uncle of the celebrated

* humorist, Judge ‘Augustus B. Longstreet, who wrote “Georgia Seenes."”

fle was also the grandfather of a noted Confederate officer, Gen. James
Longstreet, famous as ‘‘Lee’s old War Horse.”” Tn the churchyard of
historic old St. Paul’s, at Augusta, facing a walk to the left of the ancient
edifice, stands an old tombstone. It marks the last resting place of
William Longstreet. His grave is on an eminence overlooking the scene
of his famous experiments; and lettered upon the crumbling headstone,
yellow with age, one with difficulty may decipher the following pathetie
inseription :

Sacred to the memory o{? WiLuiam LoNgsTrREET, who
departed this life, September 1, 1814, aged 54 years, 10
months and 26 days. ‘‘All the days of the afflicted are
evil ; but he that is of a merry heart hath a continual feast.™




CHAPTER V

Tug Corroxn Gin—How Tie CeRRENTs oF AMERICAN HisTORY, PoLiTi-
AL AND Ecoxosmic, Weke Destinep 1o Be ArFectep BY THis
InvesTion—ITs Errect Urox Tue SovtH—Prior 10 Tmis Tive,
Cortox Ay Unirortant Facror iy tone INvvsteian LaFe op

o THE  WORLD—ONLY 399 DBanes Exrvortep rroM  THE UNITED
STATES 1N 1791—SEx-IsLaxp Corrox—Urraxp Corrox—Eur Wint-
NEY, A NEw ENGLANDER, IN 1793, A GUEST oF GESERAL GREENE'S
Wipow a1 Mirpergy  Grove, NeEak  SAvANNAH—CIRCUMSTANCES
Writen LEp Wirrsey 1o INVENT THE COoTTON GIN—AN AUTHENTIC
AccoUNT—WHITNEY 'S SUBSEQUENT CAREER— EsTABLISHES A COTTON
Giy 1y WiLkes Cornty, Six MiLes proy WasiiNeToN—KEEPS THE
Process oF GINNING A SECRET, BT A Max Discuisgd IN FEMALE
ATTIRE ENTERS THE GINNERY AND MAKES [MPORTANT DISCOVERIES—
Rivats Craniants—Law Svirs Over Patext RiGnTs—WHITNEY
Rears Litree Prorir Ovt o AN INvEsTION Whicnr Was DESTINED
1o Frrsisn Arearen vor TIane op Tie Hesax Race asp 1o RULE
THE [NDUSTRIAL ACTIVITIES OF THE GLOBE, .

Notes:  Woere AN [MpPorTANT BatTLeE Was Foveur,

“*Tehold, in endless sheets, unroll
The snow of ‘southern summer."”

Thus sang the poet Timrod.  Half of the human race is today clothed
with fabrics spun from the South's royal staple) cotton, a product far
richer in its intrinsic value than the golden fleece for which Jason went
in scarch.  Today cotton_rules an empire hroader in extent than the one
over which hovered thefmperial eagles of Rome. But, without a modest
device for separating the linf from the seed, invented by Eli Whitney,
in 1793, cotton might still be an Ishmaelite of the fields, an utterly worth-
less weed, with no part to play in the world’s affairs, with 1o value as a
commaodity it the world's market.

Before the cotton gin was invented gight bags of cotton shipped to
England in 1784 were seized on” the ground that so much cotton eould
not be produced in the United States.® To quote the same anthority

. . . b . v .
[from which we derive this statement, sea-island cotton was first raised

on the coast of (ieorgia in 1786, the sced for this purpose having been

obtained from the Bahama Islands. Two years later, Alexander Bissell,

of St. Simon’s, hegan to export sea-island cottoif to England. The use

of cotton, in the manufacture of cloth, on a somewhat crude scale, is

credited by traditional accounts to a remote origin, but until compara-
, 7 » ¥ 4

* ‘‘History of Georgia,'" L. B. Evans, p. 139,
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tively recent times there were so many difficulties in the way of utilizing
the plant with profit that its effect was hardly felt upon the industrial
arts. It was first necessary to separate the lint from the geed, then tow
spin the fiber into ad, and thef to weave the thread into cloth. Says
* an economic writer: * ' All of these operations a hundred and fifty
years ago were performed by hauqf but. in ‘m eighteenth century Eng-
lish inventors*made machines to do the spifining and weaving, with the
result that one man could turn out as much ‘doth as had a hundred with
the okd hand methods.  These inventipns natu‘iﬁ_ll_v ereated a great de-
# mand for cotton, but the faét that a skillful worker could remove the
seed from less than a dozen pounds of cotton in a day stood in the way
of further developments Several devices were invented to overcome
this difficulty, but it was reserved for a young man named*Eli Whitney
to perfect the simple and efficient machine ‘which is now used. This
invention revolutionized the economic history of Georgia and the other
Southern States.”’ v )
To scpa;-n_te The lint from the seed, in the case of sea-island cotton,
was comparatively an easy matter, due to its'long staple; bt the eulti-
vation of sea-island cotton was restricted to the sca-co It_could not
_be grown on the uplands, where a short-staple variety of cotton was
‘.produced, For some time there had been -in existence a machine for
cleaning the long-staple cotton, but the sliort-staple or upland cotton
had to be separated entirely by hand. This process was slow and tedious.
It required a negro’s entire time for a whole day to separate one pound

*  of upland cotton. Where a large crop was planted, therefore, it bhecame

a serious proposition to get it ready for the market, requiring more
hands to separate it under the shed than to gather it in the field. Asa
result, there was little profit to be realized from the cotton crop, down
to the b«ginning'of the last century; and even as late as 1791 only 399
bales of cotton were exported from all the United States.t The old
spinning wheel played a fundamentally useful part in developing the
cotton industry, but without some device for separating the lint from the
seed, cotton could never have come to its coronation. It could never
have been called king. To Eli Whitney’s invention, thercfore, cotton
owes its seat of honor among the sceptered royalties.

One of the original cotton gins invented by Eli Whitney was for
years in the possession of Judge Garnett Andrews, of Washington,
Georgia. The old relic was a gift to the owner froi i Gov. Matthew
Talbot, on whose extensive plantation, near Washington, not far from the
present site of Smyrna Church, the first gin house in Upper Georgia, if
not in the entire state, was erected. The old building still survives, in
a fair state of preservation, though as late as 1903 it was used as a
negro house. Miss Eliza F. Andrews, his dauwghter, retains the most
vivid recollections of the old gin. During her girlhood days it occupicd
a place in the attic of the family homestead in Washington and many
an hour was spent by her in the company of this quaint heirloom, when:
rainy weather kept the children’ indoors. The gin was eventually lost
at an agricultural fair in Augusta, Georgia. The story told by Miss.

* “‘History of Georgia,’’ R. I'. Brooks, p. 211.
1 *‘History of Georgia,’’ L. B. Evans, p. 139,
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Andrews is strictly authentie. It is the only account in existence which
purports to give the inside facts of Whitney's great invention. Judge
Andrews and Mr. Phineas M. Nightingale, a grandson of Gen. Nathanael
Greene, lived for years op-adjoining plantations and it was from the
latter that Miss Audrews received the account at first hand.

Eli Whitney, it will be remembered, at the time of inventing the
colton gin, was a guest in the widow (ireene's household. The story

as recalled from memory by Miss Andrews was reduced to writing years”

later. It was also verified by a letter dated January 20, 1892, from Mrs.
P>, M. Nightingale, then an old lady in her eighty-second year but with
her mental faculties unimpaired.  The maiden name of Mrs. Nightingale
waus Mary King. She was a member of the noted family of New York
state and a charming old gentlewoman. Miss Andrews, the author of
the following account, is a lady of rare gifts, widely known in the
realm  of letters. , Her father, Judge Garnett Andrews, was one
of Georgia’s most distinguished jurists. The author wrote her
first arcount of the invention for the Scientific American, sometime in
the eyrly "T0s, after which she published in the ‘Augusta Chronicle, on
September 20, %905, an article on'the part played by Mrs. Miller in
Whitney 's great invention. It is no exaggeration to say that the cotton
gin deservedly ranks among the foremost achievements of modern times.
It riveted the institution of slavery upon the South and became the ulti-
mate cause of the war between the states. Today more than half of
the world’s population depends upon fabries, the manufacture of which
has been stimulated and developed by the cotton gin. Says Miss
Andrews:

“Eli Whitney, at the time of inventing the cotton gin, was a guest,
at Mulberry Grove, near- Savannah, Georgia, the home of Gen. Na-
thanacl Greene, of Revolutionary fame. After the death of the general,
his widow married Phineas Miller, tutor to Gen. Greene'’s children, and
a friend and college mate of Whitney’s. The ingenuity of the Yankee
visitor, as exhibited in various amateur devices and tinkerings about
the premises, inspired the. family with such confidence in his skill that,
on one occasion, when Mrs. Miller's watch was out of order, she gave it
to Mr. Whitney for repair, no professional watchmaker being within
reach. Not long thereafter, a gentleman called at the house to exhibit
a fine sample of cotton wool, and incider4a¥ly remarked while displaying
the sample: ‘There is a fortune in store for some one who will invent
a machine for separating the lint from the seed.” Mrs. Miller, who was
present, turned to Whitney and said: ‘You are the very man, Mr.
Whitney, for since you succeeded so well with my watch I am sure you
have ingenuity enough to make such a machine.’ 0

““ After this conversation, Mr. Whitney confined himself closely to
his room for several -weeks. At the end of this time he invited the fam-
ily to inspect his model for a cotton gin. It was corstructed with wire
teeth on a revolving cylinder. However, there was no contrivance for
throwing off the lint after it was separated from the seed and it wrapped
around the eylinder, thereby greatly obstruecting the operation. /Mrs.
Miller, seeing the difficulty, seized a common clothes brush, applied it
to the teeth, and caught the lint. Whitney, with delight, exclaimed:
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‘Madam, you have solved the problem.. With tnis suggestion, my ma-
chine is complete.” '

The following letter from Mrs. Nightingale, widow of Phineas M.
Nightingale, of Dunigeness, corroborates in every particular the account
given by Miss Andrews. It reads as follows:

. “Brunswick, Ga., January 20, 1892,
“Dear Miss Andrews:

#*I am very sorry not to have been able to send an.egrlicr response to
your letter about Mr, Whitney and the cotton gin. I do not remember
much about the particulars of his visit to Savannah, but I am sure of a
few things.  Mr. Miller was the tutor of Mrs. Greene’s children and Mr.
Whitney was his friend, and it was during his residence in Mrs. Greene's
house, near Savannah, that he undertook, at her suggestion, to invent a
machine that would séparate the sea-island cotton seed from the iint,
more rapidly and cffectively than by hand, which was a very slow
process.  Mrs. Greene and Mr. Miller were the first persons to whom he
displayed his model. It Jacked one thing—a contriwance to throw off
the lint when separated from the seed. Mrs. Greene saw the want at
onee ahl, snatching up @ clothes brush, she applied it to the teeth and
caught the lint.  Mr. Whitney was delighted. ‘Madam,’ said he, ‘with
your suggestion, my machine is complete,”  Mrs, Greene married Mr.
Miller and they built the Dungeness house, i. e., the original mansion
finished in 1803. General Greene had selected the site and made ar-
rangements for building before his death. With my kindest regards,
I am, Very truly yours,

“Mary K. NIGHTINGALE. "'
—_— ®

““The important part thus played by a woman in_the history of the
cotton gin is unknown, I believe, except as a family tradition, even in her
own State. My father was also informed by a gentleman once conneeted
with Whitney in business, that thé latter obtained his first idea of the
invention, from a machine used to prepare rags for making paper, which
he saw on a wreeked vessel, Unfortunately for Mr. Whitney, the predie-
tion with regard to the fortune in store for the future inventor of the
cotton gin was not realized, for he was engaged in constant lawsuits
against infringements of his natemt rights, and lived and died poor. As
a Georgian, I regret to say that his adopted State has never bestowed any
substantial token of appreciation upon the inventor of a machine hy
which she has so largely profited. Tennessee, Alabama, and South Caro-
lina, manifested their’ gppreciation of his merits by substantial donations,
while Gieorgia—-with sorrow I write it—has been worse than silent, for
her juries refused him verdicts to which the judges declared him en-
titled, against the violators of his patent.

**So uncertain was the enforcement of the patent laws in those days
that Whitney resorted to ‘the same expedient for the protection of his
rights that, in medieval times, used to invite charges of sorcery and
witcheraft; T mean the expedient of secrecy. {

‘“About the year 1794 or 1795, Whitney established a ginnery at
Smyrna about six miles from Washington, in Wilkes County, Georgia.
This was one of the first, if not the very first cotton gin ever worked in
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the State. Together with his partner, a man named.Durhee, he erected
at this place a large cotton store house, which in 1870 served as a barn
for Mrs. Tom Burdett. The gin house had.narrow grated windoys so
that visitors might stand eutside and wafch the cotton tlying from the
gin, without obserying th:w;’i:ns of the machines, which was con-
cealed behind a lower 'sereen. { the Msion oiga militia muster in
the neighborhood, the rustic batallioni-was permitted to file through the
house, while Whitney s gin was in operation, and seejthe flakes of cotton
thirown off by the brushes, but no one was aﬂowed 10 miine fu¥ther.

‘“Women were permitted by Whitney to enter his gin house and
examine the machine, if they liked, as they were not supposcd to be
capable of betraying the secret to builders—an opinion for which mod-
ern females of the strong-minded school, will no _doubt bear fim a
grudge—and not altogether without reason whep we consider the ma-
Iterial assistance he received from a woman in perfecting his invention.
This fact of the free admission of women was used to advantage by
‘Edward Lyon, a smootl#faced youth residing at a distance, to gain ad-
mission to Whitney's establishment, disguised in™female attive. ¢fle

communicated the secret to his brother John, who immédiately /8et to_

work and produced his improvement on Whitney’s invention, in the
shape of the ‘modern saw gin. The saws were made for him: by Billy
McFerrin, an Irish blacksmith in Wilkes County, who died some twenty-
five or thirty years ago. This was the first gin ever made. The saws
were constructed in semicircles and fastened around the eylinder in
pairs, so as to form complete circles when finished.

““As early as 1797, a gin factory was.estahlishcd in Georgia by a
man named MecCloud, and Whitney's lawsuits against him-were all un-
successful. An old gentleman who purchased a gin from McCloud told
my father years later thit even then it worked as well as new. It was
propelled by water, and ginned 2,500 pounds of seed entton per day.
Previous to this, the gin in ordinary use was an arrangement of two
wooden rollers, revelving in oppesite directions, which preceded Mr.
Whitney's invention. It was worked by hand, and ginned only from
75 to 100 pounds per day, and a man had to be constantly employed in
turning rollers, the friction burnt out so fast. This machine is still
used in ginning the best qualities of sea-island cotton, the advantage
being that it does not cut the staple as the saw gins do.

““The honor of having invented the first cotton gin is someﬁdis-
puted with Eli Whitney in favor of Mr. Bull, a gentleman from Balti-
“more, who settled in Columbia County, Georgia, and introduced the
saw gin there in 1795, He first used perpendicular saws, but afterwards
changed them for circular ones in imitation no deubt of Whitney and
Lyon. Mr. Bull was an enterprising and ingenious man, and the first
to introduce iron packing screws into this State.* Costing from $1.500

* Saye Miss Andrews in a letter to the author: *‘The only iron packing serew
of this kind T remember ever to have seen was still in ure a few years ago on a
lantation of Mr. Gabriel Toombs. I am inclined to think it was, if not one of
those introduced hy Colonel Bull, at least made upon his model, hut for this T cannot
vouch. I am trying to trace its origin, but without much headway, I fear. It Is
considerably ‘inaller than the tall old wooden serews that were so common in my

. Jyouth.”’
A~
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to #1800 these were so expensive that they were soon abandoned for
the common wooden screw, now in general use on plantations. His
invention of the perpendicular saw gin was—there seems to be no dount
—independent ‘of Whitaey’s, though posterior toit, the latter having
come into operation in 1793. Thus, though Eli Whitney failed to
realize the profits.of his invention, it seems clear that he must be left in
undisputed possession of at least the barren honors.”’

(‘otton in 1800 brought 24 cents per pound. . ’[hg-rv was a great
fever among the upland farmers for experimenting with the new plant.
It was found that most of the land in the rich (Georgia midiands was
admirably adapted to the«ultivation of the short-staple cotton. All who
could afford to do so began to purchase additional slaves and to acquire
new lands.  Thus an increased impetus was given to the state’s develop-
ment.  Prior to the advent of the cotton gin, slavery had come to be
burderSome but the enlarged area of planting operations now endowed
it with fresh vitality and made its continuancisessential.  Whitney's
invention wrought a \\'m,d«-rfull_v stimulating effegt upon the intlustrial
y.'ro‘lh of the South, especially in the cotton-producing states. It caused
new towns and cities to leap into life, as if by magic. galvanized those
already in existence, ealled for more negro labor in the fields, started
New England to building factories, and erlarged the princely holdings
of the southern planter. making his fertile acres baronial in extent: but
it committed the South to the ruinous poliey of cultivating a_single
erop: it put an end to diversification ; and eventually it riveted upon the
South an institution destined within a half century to precipitate a
revolution and to rend a continent—the institution of slavery.
PR P

Wieke AN IMPORTANT Batmie Was FouHt.—On October 17, 1793, the last
engagement between the Cherokees and the whites in Upper Georgia ovcurred near
the fatks where the Oostanaula and the Etowak rivers meet at Rome. Human bones
bave been found in large numbers on this old battle-field. The fight here was occa-
sioned by an attack of the Cherokee Indians upon Knoxville. General Sevier pursued
the savages across the Tennessee line in Georgia, destroying numerous towns aod
villages along the way and finally engaging them in desperfte battle near the site
of the present city of Rome. So panic-stricken became the Indikns, under the galling
fire of the American guns, that they are said to have dug holes in”the river bank, in
which to secrete themselves. But they could not elude the wily Tennesseean; and
these places of refuge hecame lt‘ﬂe more than catacombs, in which_ the fugitive
Indian found only a grave for kis bopes. General Sevier was supported in this
expedition by Col. John Lowry, who was wounded in the arm while watering his horses
at the ford of the Coosawattee. Hugh L. White, gﬂtrwan!n a senator from Tennessee
and a candidate for President of the United States, was in this engagement.—L. L. K.
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Gesp BLigan Cuarke’s TRANS-OCONEE Rskrnl,:c-—.\‘ae Erisove or Gov-
b!kxnn MaTHEwS' ADMINISTRATION—WEARY OF INCESSANT TROUBLES
ALONG THE ExXPoSED BORDER, GENERAL CLARKE AporTs A NOVEL
Covrse—Takes THe Law' izto His. Own Haxps—Iis QpigiNan
Pray, However, Was To RECOVER LOUISIANA FOR FRANCE AND TO
Seize FLoribDA—Wox By ThHE FrExcn Esussary, Gexer, He Ac-
cepts A CoyMMISSION IN THE FRENCH ArMY—GENERAL CLARKE 3
Morrau ENEMY OF SPAIN—WASHINGTON'S SUSPICIONS AROUSED-—

REzSOURCES INADEQUATE, THE SCHEME PROVES ABORTIVE—DBUT JIND-
inG Iissere a1 THE HEAD OF AN ARMED FORCE GENERAL LHARKE
ExTers THE TERRITORY OF THE INDIANS—SEEKs T0 Forat-ax Inpe-

PENDENT NaTion—PusLic CENSURE CONDEMNS GENERAL “CLARKE—
JUpee WALTON 's CHARGE TO THE GRAND JURY OF WiLkes—THeE Wik
¥ & ARE SET
Fortit 1y A PROCLAMATION TSSUED BY GOVERNOR MATHEWS—(ENERAL
Twices Is SENT To ARREST GENERAL CLARKE—BOTH PATRIOTS OF
“riE REVOLUTION—GENERAL CLARKE VOLUNTARILY SURRENDERS—DBUT
No Lean Action Is Takes—Tnoven His Rervration Was Be-
prMsMED BY THis Erisope or His Last Days, Tuere Was Dovwr-
Less No INTENT 19 CoMMIT AN Act oF TrREASON—COLONEL (11ap-
PELL'S OPINION—DBURIAL PLACE 0F GENERAL CLARKE RECENTLY
DISCOVERED.

During the year 1794, when Governor Mathews occupied the exeeu-
tive chair, there oceurred in this state an episode to which the historians
have seemingly attached little importance; but it possesses a tlavor of
intense human interest, if not a bearing of any great value upon the
future course of events. We call it an episode because it ended in fail-
ure: but had it succeeded there is no telling to what extent i
have influenced the current of history. Gen. Elijah Clarke,
olution, who at this time was well advanced in years but s
the martial spirit, conceived the idea of organizing an independent
government on the west side of the Oconee River, in what was then the
domain of the Creek Indians.

General Clarke was undoubtedly a patriot. In the drama of inde-
pendence, he had played a most heroic part, having been chiefly instru-
mental in the overthrow of Toryism in upper Georgia; and if his fame
ds a fighter was eclipsed in some measure by this exploit of his later life
it was because the precise nature of his enterprise was not fully under-
stood by his critics. He contemplated nothing akin to treason. The
collapse of his splendid scheme exposed him to consequences such as
failure invariably entails; bat in sheer justice to the stern old warrior
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it must be said that when the proper time came he fully expected to
annex his republic to the State of Georgia,

General Clarke was weary of incessant troubles along the exposed
frontier. To put an efféctnal quictus upon the Indians and to solve by
the sword a problem which was dark with ménace to the peace of thou-

sands, hecame his fixed resolve; and, while it was born of a sudden

impulse, it gripped him with the power of a divine inspiration. Trained
in the use of weapons, he preferred, like a true frontiersman, to argue
a disputed point by resort to arms rather than by appeal to reason. Be-
sides, during the unsettled period which followed the Revolution, force
was still a greater power than law.

But the entry of General Clarke upon the territory of the Indians
formed no part of his original intentions. He sought in the beginning
an altogether different object.  When the French emissary, Genet, came
to this country,”in 1794, to arouse popular hostility toward Spain, he
found General, Clarke a sympathetie listener.  Moreover the latter, whose
hatred of the gpnninrds amounted to an obsession, was easily prevailed
upsn to accept @ commission from Franee in a campaign, the declared
purpuse of :&flvh was to scize Florida and to recover Louisiana.  As it
happened, the resources granted him for this purpose were wholly in-
adequate, and the seheme itself proved abortive; but, finding himself at
the head of an organized foree, on the borders of Georgia, he cast his
eyes toward the fertile lands beyond the Oconee River; and, into the
meshes thus invitingly spread by the tempter, General Clarke fell.

There was no thought of treason to Georgia involved in this scheme
of conquest. But he acted in an arbitrary manner, without consulting
the state authorities, and in bold defiance of treaty agreements. ol
Absalom 11. €Chappell, an accurate historian, has given us a tull account
of*the whole affair; and, while he docs not uphold the general’s course,
he acquits hintfof any wrongful intent. The following review of one of
the most dramatic episodes in the history of our state is summarized from
Colonel Chappell’s graphic account.  After giving us a sketeh of Alex-
ander MeGillivray, the wily half-breed chief, who commanded ¢he Creeks
at this time, he then turns to General Clarke. Says he: i

“On the eivilized side [i. ¢., of the Oconee War], thére was also a
prominent representative character \\'Ln‘om we should not everlook: a
nobly meritorious yet unhappily, beddre the end of his career, a some-
what erring soldier and pntriot-—“cneml' Elijah Clarke. The very
military reputation whick he had brought out of the Revolution made
him the man to whom all the upper new settlements looked as the most
competent of leaders and ‘he most fearless of fighters. There never
failed to come trooping to him, at his bugle call, from field and forest,
bands 6f armed men, at the head of whom hi would repel incursions
and pursue and punish the flying foe even in the‘dishmt recesses of his
wild woods. To be forward amd valiant in defending the settlements
from the Indian tomahawk was, in those days, a sure road to lasting
gratitude and admiration. )

“‘But destiny, which had hitherto been his friend, began at Yength to
be his enemy and to impel General Clarke into improper and ill-starred
but not ill-meant courses. His first error was in lending himself to the
schemes of the mischief-making Mch minister, Genet; his next in
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setting on foot the Oconte Rebellion, as it was called—missteps, both
of which were owing rather to accidental circumstances at the particu-
lar time than to any intentional ongdoing omh’fs part: 2
““Genet was worthy to repms‘zﬁt‘ ich a erew as the Jacobins under
Robespierre; and he became drunk :%Th\thc witl uusvh@)h'd spirit of
liberty. Nowhere did he mect with more eéircouragemeht=than in South
Carolina, due to the Huguenot element in. tlie sonth of thy State. The

strong fecling of French consanguinity added forlg to the “fhiversally =

prevalent séhtiment of gratitude to France as our ally in the Revolu-
tion. General Clarke's strong and .bold nature sympathized  with
France. Genet wanted to seize-Florida and to recover Louisiana front

the Spaniards. He therefore presented the matter to General Clarke.*®

The ‘latter was not a diplomat, but a frontiersman,, who was more
famgifiar with woods than with eourts, and who saw nothing whatever
in the way of international complications. Te disliked Spain as much
as he loved Georgia. She was the ancient enemy of his State. ITe Souglit
to render a patriotic service—for which reason he aceépted the com-
ugissionf' A it

“Commis.:iions for subordinate officers were likewise placed in his
hands. He ‘was given money and means also, byt in too limited: an
amount. for so greal an enterprise. His authority was cverywhere rec-
ognized by French emissaries, and from the Ohio to the St. Mary's,
his orders were obeyed in the making of preparations. Men thronged
to him from South Carolina and Georgia, fired by the splendor of the
project and the renown of the leader. .The points of rendezvous were
principally along the Oconee. Nor did the Indians manilst any los-
tility toward the adventurers, for they were ancient friends of the
French, with whom they were llied in the French and Tndian Wars.

“But the enterprise never reached the stage where General Clarke
was to stand forth, truncheon in hand, the avowed leader. Washington's
administration was too strong and vigilant for Genet. Our obligations
of nentrality toward Spain were fully maintained. The recall of Genet
was demanded. Of course, the consequences were disastrous to General
Clarke. He was left standing, blank, resourceless, aimless, on the Indian
side of the wilderness:”’

It was in these untoward circumstances that General Clarke, with.

his men, in May, 1794, began to bestow thought upon the Indian tﬁ:.
_tory, where already they saw themsclves quartered in arms.  Nor :

they think long before they took the overstrong resolution of seizing
upon the eountry and of setting up for themselves an independent gov-
ernment. No scruples or impediments deterred them. To a man, they
regarded the country as lost to Georgia by the perpetual guarantee made
to the Tndians by the Treaty of New York. A written constitution was
adopted. General Clarke was chosen civil and military chief. A commit-
tee of Safety was organized, with law-making functions. But whether
a name was ever hestowed on the infant state or whether it expired with-
out\_“-\mism, no record or tradition remains to tell. Nor is there any

* Stevens and White both state that he was commissioned a major general in the

“Rgnch army, with « pay of $10,000, but neither of them cites the documentary evi-

dence<an which this statement is based.
- A~ v
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copy of the constitution now to be found. But in the first volume of
the ** American State Papers on Indian Affairs’’ there is preserved a
letter from General” Clarke to the Committee of Safety. dated Fort
Defiance, September 5, 1794, which places beyond doubt the adoption of
the constitution and the other facts of organization.®

The new trans-Oconce Republie was too splendid a scheme for the
p--t'fy( ‘numbers and resources of General Clarke's command. Stevens.
in his history of Georgia, has mixed matters. He represents the Oconee
war as eventuating in the French projeet, with which General Clarke
beeame identified.  On the cemtrary, it was the failure df the French
project which led to the Oconee war.

In justification of General Clarke’s course may be pleaded the ani-
mosity which had long prevailed between the State of Georgia and the
Creek Indighs. The latter had been the allies of the British. In the
Treaty of sAugusta, in 1783, they had ceded the Oconee lands, but had
refused to let Georgia enjoy them. They kept no faith; and, during

athe nextgyear, not only raised the warhoop again, but rushed into an
allianee with Spain.  Later they were parties to another treaty, by
which they ceded the Tallassee country, in the lower part of the state,
only to repudiate it afterwards. Both at Augusta and at Galphinton,
General Clarke had been one of the commissioners for Georgia.  He
was actuated less by the prevailing land-greed than by sagacious states-
manship, and he looked to a permanent preservation of peace with the
Indians. Still another treaty had been signed at Shoulder Bone, in
1876.  Yet the war had not ceased.

L ¥

Such was the status of affairs when the new Government of the
United States was launched in 1789 and Washington called to the helm.
It was barely a year thereafter that the Treaty of New York was con-
summated, abrogating the other treaties and buying peace at the price
of a retrocession of Tallassee, in addition to a pcrpetunf guarantee to
the Indians, on the part of the United States, regardless ‘of,Georgia's
paramount rights. Yet the Indian did not keep even this treaty, becanse
it did not concede to them everything else which they clhaimed.

General Clarke was speedily overwhelmed by public censure and
total discomfiture. National and state governments acted in concert
against him and finally put him down. Governor Mathews, with his
revolutionary laurels antainted at this time by the Yazoo fraud, thun-
dered at the obnoxious general, prompted by Washington. who preferred
wisely to remain behind the scenes and to be'neutral where the author-
ities of the states were adequate to deal with the local situations. Judge
Walton also condemned him in charges to grand iuries, though in lan-
guage of marked consideration and respect. These, however. were not
sufficient. The next step was more decisive. The citizen soldiery were
called out:.and, to General Clarke’s surprise, they promptly obeyed
orders. As the storm thickened around him, there were none to come
to his succor. Even his hosts of friends stood aloof. They could not

} 5
* ¢« American State Papers, Tndiin Affairs,”’ Vol. T, pp. 5007501, Library of
Congress, Washington, District of Columbia.
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uphold him in violating the Treaty of New York, which the_state was
bound to respect. &

It redounds to General C’h(lfc's honor,/however, that he no sooner
became aware of the great errorin which he was entangled than he
abandoned it, ere he had shed a dropof blgbd. He wever expected to
raise his hand against aby foe save the hostile Indians and, Spaniards.
This explains his ready and absolute submissionkwhcn.' kn being assured

that neither his men rior himself would be molested, he strack colors and-

disbanded his followers and returned, chagrined, to his home in Wilkes,
o tite approach of Generals Twiggs and Irwin, under the gu\'m-npr's
order, with a body of the stite troops.

In further defense of General Clarke it may be said that, with {lie
Ovconee River as a p«-rmdnent guaranteed boundary between the State of
Gl‘orgin and the Indians, it was clear to him that the state could never
attain to much prosperity or importance, but must continue feeble and
poor. Enlargement toward the west- was what she needed to make hey
powerful.  So he seized the opportunity which confronted him in 17¢
of making himself master of the trans-Oconee territory by lm-nnMw
French resources and preparations, to which he had fallen heir.

On Jﬁl\,'\' 28, 1794, at the suggestion of General Knox, secretary of
war® Governor Mathews issued this proclamation :

““Whereas. 1 have received official information that Elijah Clarke,
Esq., late a Major-General of the militia of this State, has gone over
the Océnee River, with intent to establish a separate and independent
government on lands allotted to the Indians for hunting grounds within
the houndaries and jurisdictional rights of the State of Georgia afore-
said, and has induced numbers of good citizens of the said State to Jjoin
him in the said unlawful enterprise; and whereas, such acts and pro-
ceedings are not only a violation of the laws of this State, but tend to
subvert the good order and governmon( thereof, T have therefore thought
fit to issue this proclamation, warning and forbidding the citizens of the
said State from engaging in such unlawful proceedings, hereby strietly
enjoining all persons whatsoever who have been deluded to engage
therein immediately to desist therefrom, as they will answer the contrary
to their peril; and 1 do hereby strictly command and require all judges,
justices, sheriffs, and other officers, and all other good citizens of this

State to be diligent in aiding and assisting to apprehend the said Bligah

Clarke and his adherents, in order that they may be severally b it
to justice.””

No sooner did Governor Mathews issue this proclamation against
General Clarke than the latter reappeared in Wilkes and surrendered
himself to the authorities; but after examining the laws amd the treaties.
both State and Federal, it was ordered by the court that Elijah ("larke
be and is hereby discharged. The vote of the jury was unanimous. The
effect*was to embolden Clarke. Being pronounced guiltless of any of-
fense, he recrossed the Oconee to his posts.

_ Thereupon the President authorized the governor to embody the
militia and to call into service the Federal troops, if necessary, in order
to disperse the settlers. Lieutenant-Colonel Gaither, of the United States
«l army, was on hand to co-operate. Before Governor Mathews, in accord-
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ance with instruetions, resorted to force, he once more tried the effect
of negotiations and sent Generals Twiggs and Irwin to Fort Advance.

Says General Twiggs,cin his® official report: *'I proceeded to the
unauthoriged settlement on the southwest side of the Oconee and, on
the |-r.-,~u~l§uinn of Georgia’s claim, read the letter from the War De-
partment, together with Judge Walton's charge to the Grand Jury of
Wilkes and the law opinion of the attorney and Solicitor General. After
a full explanation of the papers above recited, I entered into a riendly
conference with him, pointing out the danger of the situation, but with-
out effect. Lastly, I ordered them gp move within the temporary lines
between us and the Creek Indians; but after an interview with his men
he answered that he preferred to maintain his ground. Troops, both
State and Federal, were therefore concentrated at Fort Fidius, on the
Oconvce, and such & disposition made of them that General Clarke, upon
promise of Gengral Irwin of immunity if he should vacate the post,
marched out of the place and the State troops took possession of the
works, ~ On September 28, they were set on fire, together with Fort
Defiance, and Several other garrisoned places were completely demol-
ished.”’ .

On October 12, 1794, the governor informed the Secretary of War
that the posts were burnt and destroyed, and the whole affair happily
terminated without loss of blood.

Says the authority from whom we quote: ‘‘General Clarke was most
unfortunate in these transactions of his last years. But because he full
into error, we cannot submit that his merits should be unduly shaded
or shut out from view and his character transmitted to the future,
aspersed with epithets of disparagement. He died, ranking to the last,
among Georgia’s most cherished heroes and benefactors. e was ent-
phatieally the Ajax Telamon of the State in her days of greatest trial.
In weighing such a man—such a doer and sufferer for his canintry—
indietments which might have erushed meaner persons are but as dust
in the balance against the rich ponderous ore of his services, and we
hasten t» shed a tear on whatever may tend to soil his memoxy and to
pronounce it washed out forever. - Gee ‘:'?il has been blessed with many
signal favors. DBut never has it fallen to her lot to have a son, native
or adopted, whom she could more proudly boast and justly honor, or
who has imprinted himself, more deeply on her heart, than Elijah
Clarke.”

Te the foregoing account of this affair, condensed from an article
by Colonel Chappell, sve need only to.add that ong of the counties of
Georgia bears the name of this ‘illustrious soldier of the Revolution.
Athens, its county site, hecame the seat of the University of Georgia.
On Broad Street, in the elassic city, a handsome monument commemo-
rates thes achievements of the elder Clarke.® But the grave of
the general is still unmarked. . Until recent years it was in fact
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unknown. Some of the members of the Clarke family lie buried in
Wilkes County, near the battleticld of Kettle Creck. General Clarke
was a resident of this county and a commanding officer in this battle,
But a number of counties were suh%q\wmh formed from Wilkes; in
any one of which he might havesbeen buried: It ;{a mattér Jo" record,
however, that he owned an cxtcnsne plxmmhou_ what, i§¥today the
County of Lincoln; and, during “the year 1912 a well-known genealogist,®
while engaged in making. researches, discovered the ol suldm‘s Wwill in
the ordimary’s«gffice at Lincolnton. So putting thes? two things to-
gether—the fm?i\ng of his will and the fact of his residence—there is |
little room for doubt that somewhere on what is today known as the
Glivér plantation the mortal ashes of General Clarke lie entombed. It
is true that White, in his ** Collections of Georgia™’ states that the widow
Clarke, some twenty-eight years later, was buried beside her hushand at
W oodlmrn and while there is no such place in Lincoln known at pres-
ent by this name, the same is equally true of Wilkes; and the probabil-
ity is that it was merely the name which Genéral Clarke after the fashion
of the period, gave to his Lincoln county plantation. At any rafe, there,
is every reason to believe that in this locality rest the ashes of General
Clarke, the most- gllustnous of all the soldiers of Gcorgm in the Revo-
lution,

.

* Miss Helen M. Prescott, Genealogist, Joseph Habersham Chapter, Daughters
of the American Revolution, Atlanta, Georgia.

[

-

Vo

S
VoL $1s




CHAPTER VII

!

GeorGIA 1IN RaTiFying THE FEDERAL CoNsTITUTION Was Nor UNMINDFUL
or Her Resivary RiGHTS—CLASHES WITH THE GENERAL GOVERN-

- MENT—THE Cast or CrisnoLy VERsus GEORGIA Is FILED IN THE
UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT—EDMUND RaNpoLpn, oF VIRGINIA,
MAKES A STRONG ARGUMENT. AGAINST GEORGIA AND IS SUSTAINED BY
A MAJORITY OF THE BexcH, JunGe IREDELL DISSENTING—J UDGMENT
Is ENTERED AGAINST GEORGIA BUT Rr:nu\s UNENFORCED—)EAN-
WHILE THE FLEVENTH AMENDMENT To THE FEDERAL CONSTITUTION
Is RaTiFiED, PUTTING AN END T0 ALL LITIGATION AGAINST A SOVER-
EIGN STATE-4GEORGIA'S VICTORY ONE OF PROFOUND AND FaR-REACH-
NG EFFECT—BUT ANOTHER SENSATION I8 SPRUNG—THE Yazoo
Fravp—History oF A Most DRamatic EPisopE—ALL Facrs CaRe-
FrLLY WEIGHED IN JUSTICE To Boru Sipes—CoL. N. J. Hasyoxp's
OrINION—PROBABLY AN EXAGGERATED AFFAIR-——ONLY A REAL ESTATE
TRANSACTION, TO WHICH SOME OF THE BEST MEN IN THE STATE WERE
PARTIES—GOVERNOR MATHEWS APPROVES THE YAz00 PURCHASE—
How Mg Came 1o SioN THE Bin—How THE VOTrE STOOD—JAMES
Jacksox Resioys His Seat iv THE UNITED STATES SENATE TO Figur
THE YAz00 SPECULATORS—TAKEs His SEAT IN THE LEGISLATURE—
FeeLine Ru ~s Hign—Nuserovs DueLs Fouenr—ThoeE RESCINDING
Acr—\m\w By JARED IRWIN A8 GOVERNOR—BURNING THE RECORDS
BEFORE THE STATE Hovse Door—FIRE CALLED Dowy FrROM HEAVEN
— AN OLD LEGEND—JAMES JaCKsoN BECOMES GOVERNOR—WATKINS'
DiGEsT—GOVERNOR Jacksox's IRe Is Arousep Because Tiis DIGEST
ConTaiNs THE Yazoo Act—His VixpicTive CouRSE—MARBU n? AND
CrAWFORD'S DIGEST—Y az001sTs APPEAL TO CONGRESS FOR REDRESS
—Grorcia Avoms Furtner Trouste BY CEpING HErR WESTERN
LANDS TO THE FEDFRAL Govmusxrﬂmux oF Tms CEssION—OUT
oF TiEese Lasps AnaBama aNp Mississippl.ARE CArvED—THE PROB-
LEM OF QUIETING THE YAz0o CLAIMS TRANSFERRED TO THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT—JOHN RaNDOLPH OBSTRUCTS THE Y AZOOSTS—ATTI-
TUDE OF JEFFERSON—FINAELY 1N 1810 THE Yazoo Sare Is Hero 1o
BE VaLi—DEcision ReExpErep BY CHIEF JUSTICE JonN MARSHALL
—MeANWHILE JAMES JACKsON Dies IN 1806 WHILE A SENATORIN
W isHINGTON—His DEaTH ToHE Resvnr oF WounNps RECEIVED IN
DuELs, . v

When Georgia ratified the Federal Constitution on January 2 . 1788,
with a unanimity of sentiment and with a promptness of action far-yench-
ing in its effcct upon other states, she did not mean to imply by this
attitude that she was careless of her residuary rights. The time was
near at hand for Georgia to show exactly where she stood in thig matter

3867
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and to emphasize in a serious clash with the United States Government
her retention of every attribute of sovereignty which she had not in
express terms surrendered to the Federal Governmentc”

This forensic battle—for such- it W grew out of an issue involved
in-the celebrated case of Chisholip versus-Georgia }.):gorc the Supreme

e Suprefhe Court
in'1792, an action was brought by a Mr. Chisholm, . of South (amhum to
recover a sum of money by suit against the State of Georgi :#‘ ~Due
notice was served, by the United States marshal upon thé State of ‘Geor-
gia, through both her governor and her attorney-general. DBut these
officers of the state refused to recognize the legality of the summons.
They held that Georgia as a sovercign state could not be sued by a
citizen, and consequently there was no legal representative to appear
for her before the Supreme Court when the case was called.”

Mr. Ldmund Randolph, who was then attorney-general of the United
States, moved a postponement of the case until the February term, 1793;
and it was so ordered. At this time a written remonstrance_was filed
by the State of Georgia, protesting against the exercise of jurisdiction-
but in.accordance with express instructions the ]a\\)(-rs presenting this
remonstrance made no arguments. Mr. Randolph, in requesting the

court {o enter judgment _against the State of Georgia, faunched into a )

profound discussion of the American system of government. He argued
that while the states were sovereignties they might combine in govern-
ment; that they had actually so combined in the Articles of Confedera-
tion; that, when'these had proven ineffective, they had framed a Federal
('onstitution establishing a new order of things. Said he, in discussing
further our form of government: ‘‘It derives its origin immediately
from the people and the people are 1qdl\'1dually under certain limitations
subject to the legislative, executive and judicial authority thereby estab.
lished. The States are in fact assemblages of these individuals who are
liable to process. I hold it therefore no derogation of sovereignty in
the States to submit to the Supreme Judiciary of the United States.”
The court sided with Mr. Randolph.

Chief Justice Jay and Justice Wilson both made strong arguments
for the national character of the system, established by the Federal
Constitution in 1787. But Justice Iredell rendered a dissenting opinion,
i which he supported the views held by Georgia’s state officials. Said

he:t ‘‘Every State in the Union, in every instance where its sovercignty

has not been delegated to the United States, I consider to be as com-
pletely sovereign as the United States are in respect to the powers sur-
rendered. The United States are sovereign as to all the powers actually
surrendered. Each State in the United States is sovereign as to all the
powers reserved. At must necessarily be so, because the United Sfates
have no claim to any authority but such as the States have surrendered
to them.”” Since the power to try suits against a state had not heen
expressly given to the general government he argued that such a power
was not possessed by the Supreme Court of the United States.

* ““United States Supreme Court Reports,’’ Dallas, IT, pp. 419-480; ‘‘Georgia anl
Rights,”” U. B. Phillips, p. 24.
1 “Geédgia and State Rights,’’ U. B. Phillips, p. 25.
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On December 14, 1792, while the case was still pending, the Legis-
lature passed a resolution declaring that litigation of this character
“would effectually destroy the retained sovereignty of the States and
would actually tend in its operations to anuihilate the very shadow of
State governments and-to render them but tributary corporations to the
government of the United States.”” To quote an eminent authority on
constitutional law: **Here for the first time was announced the prin-
ciple that the primary allegiance of the ecitizen is to the State, not to
the nation, and that other principle, equally far-reaching, that the State.
is the judge of the constitutionality of its own acts. These are the bases
upon which the theory of Staté Sovereignty is reared.””®*  Governor Tel-
fair, in a message addressed by him to the Legislature, in the fall of
1793, used language as_strong as that contained in the resolution of
1792, The idea of bringing suit against a sovereign state was not to be
tolerated.

Judgitent was rendered against the State of Georgia at the Fcl{ﬂl-
ary term of the Supreme Court in 1794, But Georgia had fully made up
her ming to resist, realizing full well that no means of executing a
judgment against a state was known to administrative law. Time was
destined to vindicate her course.

The Federal Government did not seck to enforce its judgment. Mean-
while a senator from Massachusetts introduced a bill into Congress for
a constitutional amendment; while' the legislatures of Massachusetts,
Conneecticut and Virginia all proposed amendments of a like character.
In due time an act was passed by Congress making this change in the
Constitution and its ratification was announced on January 8, 1798.

Thus the judgment rendered against this state by the Fed®ral Su-
preme Court, in the case of Chisholm versus Georgia, lay unenforced upon
the court_records until all such questions were finally removed from the
cognizance of the court by the eleventh amendment to the Congtitution
of the United States. Says McElreath: *‘Thus Georgia won the first
great fight of the nation for State Rights and wrote her victory into the
fundamental law of the nation.”” t s

But searcely had the excitement incident to this litigation subsided
before the state was stirred by & much greater sensation, viz., the Yazoo
fraud. This issue was destined for years to disturb the peace of the
state and to bequeath its memort:s of bitterness to remote generations.
Governor Mathews had succeeded Governor. Telfair at the executive
kelm and, though at first opposed to the Yazoo purchase, the stout old
Federalist at length yielded to pressure, signed the bill alienating Geor-
gia's western lands for a small sum of money and unloosed upon the
state a sea of troubles, from the effect of which® it took her a quarter
of a century to recover. b

Viewing the whole matter dispassionately and calmly at this late
day it seems to us that entirely too much has been made of the Yazoo
fraud, especially in its ethical aspects. But such was the odium which
came in time to be attached to the whole affair that the ong thing needed

i Fess: Political Theory and Party Organization in the United States,”” pp.
27-28, quoted in ‘‘McElreath on the ,Constitution.”

t ¢‘McElreath on the Coutiluu/m'," p. 90. v
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to render a man obnoxious was to say that he was connected with the
Yazoo fraud. For this revolution in public sentiment credit«must be
given to an individual who st pre-emincnt;iﬂ the state at this time—
the embodiment of its awakendd, consciericé—Senator James. Jackson.
Divested of all the qualifying adjccthc{:'ith wl)ich we aye wont to speak
of this transaction, it was nothing more orless” han & ddl in wild lands,
with which some of the leading men of the state were connetted. The
Supreme Court of the United States adopted this \'icw‘m,:".the matter,
Such \\'u&,liku\\'ise the position taken by Hon. X. J. Hammond, in a
strong paper read by him before the Georgia Bar Association at Warm
~Springs, on July 2, 1896. There never lived a man whose moral sense
was more acute than Colonel Hammond’s. e was not only a man of
high character but @ man.oY vigorous intellect, who had served the state
as attorney-general and as member of Congress. In the national arcna,
Calonel Hammond was the recognized peer of men like John G. Carlisle
and Samuel J. Randall. Hig paper before the Georgia Bar Association
was read on the centennial anniversary of the Rescinding Act. e ap-
proached the subject, therefore, in an academie spirit.” Bux,.%i{(:[ulé
“Hammond. after carefully sifting and weighing all the evidence, “was
unable to fescape’ the conclusion that Senator Jackson, a consntnmate
political strategist, was merely playing te the grarfdstand in the dramatic
fight “which he made upon the Yazooists. But more of this later.

To obtain an adequate understanding of this dramatic chapter, we
must go back to the Treaty of Paris. This instrument signed in 1783 left
Georgia in nominal possession of an extensive area reaching back to the
Mississippi River. But there were no white settlements in this western
domain. Only a small portion of Georgia’s territory lying cast of the
Oconee River was then occupicd by the whites. There was quite a belt
of land then known as British West Florida, but afterwards confirmed
to Georgia, the titles to which were at this time disputed by Spain and
also by the United States Government, as we have already seen in a
former chapter. South Carolina likewise claimed these lands as a part
of the territory deseribed in her own charter. In fact the state’s owner-
ship of all these western lands according to Mr. Phillips consisted
merely of the right to take pcisession of them after extinguishing the
Indian titles.®

Moreover, these lands were of little value. It was long hefol
days of the iron horse, of the electric telegraph, and of the \'nrio‘f
ern agencies of expansion. In fact, most of the states considered
wise thing to rid themselves of trouble for the future by ceding to the
general Government as early as 1787 all claims held by them to western
lands. But Georgia was not willing to make an unqualificd gift of her
unocenpied domain. She offered to surrender a belt of ferritory 140
miles in width, occupying the lower half of her territory west of the
Chattahoochee. But conditions were attached to the offer. The state
was to be confirmed in the ownership of lands which it did not cede
and was to reccive a reimbursement of $171,428, money expended in
4 2ing the Indians. Congress rejected the offer of Georgia, bhut
agreed to accept a cession, if all the lands west of the Chattahoochee

.

-

* “‘Georgin and State Rights,'’ U. B. Phillips, p. 29.
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were offered and if the conditions were suitably modified. Later,
GGeorgia saw fit to adopt this course.

But for the present, without knowing exactly how she could turn
these western lands to profit, she resolved at any rate not to relinquish
them to the general Government. In 1789, four stock companies were
formed for the purpose of acquiring these lands. They were called
Yazoo companies, from the Yazoo River, which traversed a section of
thi: territory sought to be purchased. The Legislature this year passed
a bill, approved by Governor Walton, conveying to these companies
2,500,000 acres of land in this state, for a total sum of $200,000. Indian
titles were to be extinguisted by the purchasers and all money was to
he paid in two years. But the purchasers failed to comply with these
terms and the agreement lapsed.

I3ut the fever for land speculation was rife among the people of
the Unitéd States.  In 1794 new companies were formed. These sought
to buy 2 much larger area of land. But Governor Mathews was opposed
to the transaction; and, when a bill was passed, he ‘returned it with his
veto. e For a time, this obstacle delayed the Yazooists. But the objec-
tions of the governor were finally overcome and he agreed, if certain
changes were made, to approve a sale of Georgia’s western lands, if a
majority of the Legislature still favored suck a transfer.

Accordingly, on January 7, 1795, an act was passed ceding to four
companies 35,000,000 acres of land for $500,000. The companies re-
ceiving this grant were: the Georgia Company, the Georgia-Mississippi
Company, the Tennessee Company, and the Upper Mississippi Com-
pany. Under the terms of this act a domain of territory was conveyed
almost as large as the present arca of the State of Georgia® Deeming

* the sale unwise, on grounds of publie policy, William H. Crawford pre-

sented a petition to the governor, signed by numersus citizens of Colum-
bia Cotnhty, Georgia. It is said that the governor’s secretary—a young
man named Urqubhart—was so much opposed to the sale that when
finally the bill was ready for signature he adopted a ruse. Making a
pen, he first dipped it in oil and then gave it to the"governor, hoping

that when the ink failed to flow the governor would construe it as an

omen and would thereupon refuse to proceed further.. But the secre-
tary's sirategem miscarried. Another pen was ordered and in due
time the bill was approved. z

At once there arose an issue between the State of Georgia and the
Federal Government. The former’s right to cede these lands was
traversed. in view of, the latter's outstanding guarantees and obligations
to the Indian tribes. President Washington, on receiving news of the
Yazoo sale, transmitted copies of ithe act to Congress, requesting that it
be made a matter of rigid investigation.

But events were already transpiring jn Georgia which were des-
tined to result in a spesdy repudiation of the act. Gen. James Jack-
son, then a United States senator, relinquished the toga, returned to
Georgia, and began a campaign which was soon to fire the state into a
blaze of virtuous indignation. In a series of articles, over the pen
name of ‘‘Sieillius,’’ he violently assailed the act. These articles ap-
prared in the Savannah Gafot,te and jn the Augusta l'('.‘Jhl'onicle.‘ Blis-

* “*Story of Georgin and the Georgia People,’’ George G. Smith, p. 174.
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i i inst every one connected
tering charges of corruption were made agains )
with the transaction. To show what a citadel of entrepched wgalth
and influence Senator Jackson opposed, it is only uecessary to "-ne a
few names. Some of thesprominent. ¢itizens who held stock in the
Yazoo companies and, who\xhkﬂp_g:d to finance the deal were: James
Gunn. Senater Jackson's colleagueé-.in t Unite?d\ﬂ ates Senute; Judge
McAllister, Judge Nathaniel Pendleton, Thomas G!nse{)ck. Tho.mas
Cumming, Ambrose Gordon, John B. Scott, John Ch ‘X‘hghuugnlc,g\ m:]e
Hampton, Zach Coxe, and a Mr. Maher. 'l'\ese names.are all given in
anns’ Digest. ' X '

Patrick Henry, of Virginia, and James Wilson, of l\:uhsxl\-mxm,
were both connected with similar transactions. -

Some of the unsuccessful bidders who made an effort to buy th«::w
lands were: Gen. John Twiggs, ex-Governor John Wereat, Col. Wil-

" liam Few and Hon. William Gibbons. These were all men of the high-

est character. In consequence of the feudal enmities engendered by
this campaign, Senqtor.Jnchon was forced mpeag?dly ix.m? the ﬁ.-l of
hoaor. He fought duels with Robert Watkins, wnth-‘\\’\lﬂm%? -
with a United States commissioner by the name of James \Seagrove
and with perhaps a number of others. Let us investigate the records to
see how the vote stood in the Georgia Legislature. After a heated
tiebate in botk branches, the Yazoo Act passed thé House by a vote of
19 to 9 and the Senate by a vote of 10 to 8.% ,

Those voting for the bill in the House were: T. P. Carnes. Mr.
Lorigstreet, Mr. Gindrat, Mr. Lachlan MecIntosh (not the General),
Mr. (iresham, of Greene, Mr. Mowbray, Mr. Gilbert, Mr. Moore, Mr.
Howell, Mr. Musgrove, Mr. Hardin, Mr. Watkins, Stephen Heard, Mr.
‘Worsham, Thomas He:‘rd, Mr. Wilkinson, Mr. King, Mr. Rabun, and
George Walker. Total, 19. . )

Opposed to the bill in the House were: George Jones, David B.
Mitchell, John Jones, Mr. McNeal, Clement Lanier, Mr. Shepherd.
J. B. Maxwell, and two others. Total, 9.

Those voting for the bill in the Senate were: Mr. King, Mr. Wright,
Mr. O'Neal, Mr. Wylie, Mr. Walton, Mr. 'Hampton, Mr. Cauthon, Mr.
Gresham, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Mann. Total, 10.

Opposed t6 the bill in the Senate were: Mr. Milledge, Mr. Lanier,
Mr. Morrison, Mr. Irwin, Mr. Blackburn, Mr. Pope, Mr. .\litcsiq]], gud

Mr. Wood. Total, 8. 3
Every member of the Legislature who voted for the bill harged
with bribery. To quote Dr. George G. Smith, not only a distinguished
antiquarian but a devout Methodist preacher: “There was a color of
truth 1o this charge when it was found that all who voted for the sale
did have shares of stock in the land company, except one man, Robert
Watkins.”” But he further adds that the governor who signed the bill
was never accased of being a participant in the profits. Nor was it ever
ptoved, according to Doctor Smith, that a single member of the Legis-
lature voting for the bill had not paid ‘a fair price for his stock.
Feeling ran high. Governor Gilmer narrates an occurrence which
"shows how bent the people were upon punishing the offenders. An indig-

* Ibid., p. 172.
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nation mecting was held in Oglethorpe County soon after the famous
Yazoo Act was passed, and one of the citizens on his way to the court-
house stopped by to get a friend. He chanced to meet him at the gate,
and, sceing that he carried a rope, he inquired:

““What is that for?"

““That is to hang Musgrove with,”” he replied; and he looked Span-
ish daggers as he delivered himself of this information. "

But Musgrove, who was one of the offending members of the Legis-
lature of 1795, escaped the noose. He managed to catch some wind of
what was intended, and in this way suceceeded in eluding Judge Lynch.
The crowd at the courthousd, however, was more than ready to dispatch
him: and he was lucky to have found an asylum. In May, 1796, a con-
vention of the people condemned the sale and urged the next Legisla-
ture to rescind the obnoxious act. Senator Jackson's relentléss epposi-
tion inspired this action. It was also the chief factor in arousing the
state in%s a frenzy of exeitement. The Yazoo sale became the dominant
isste in Georgia at this time, overshadowing every other question before
the pegple.  To rescind the obnoxious act became. the objective of a
most relentless erusade. On this issue, Jared Irwin, a Scotch-Irishman,
horn in North Carolina, who was both a patriot of the Revolution and a
man of spotless reputation, became a candidate for governor. On this
issue, o State Legislature was chosen with an overwhelming preponder-
anee of its members opposed to the sale, including James Jackson him-
self, who took his seat in the House as a member from the County of
Chatham,

In February, 1796, the newly elected State Legislature l:ussml its
famous Rescinding Act, to which Governor Irwin's signature was duly
attached, deelaring null and void the Act of 1795 and repudiating in
toto the Yazoo sale. Tt was then decided to commit to the flames every
record, docnment and paper in any wise connected with this transaction.

There is. perhaps. nothing more dramatic in Georgia's history than
the seene enacted in front of the old eapitol building, in(L(misvillv, when
the records of the Yazoo conspiracy were burned. The traditional
accounts of this affair are somewhat variant. We will fiest give the
story whieh is told by Doctor White.® Says he: *‘This was executed in
a solemn manner.  Traditien ipforms us that when “the public func-
tionaries were assembled in the State Ilouse Square, in Louisville, to
commit the registers of dishounor to the flames, a venerable old man,
whose head was whitened with the frosts of four-score winters, unknown
to any present, rodé through the multitude, and made his way to the
officers of the government. Alighting from his horse, he commenced
an address; in which he stated that he had been led there by a desire
to see an act of-justice performed; that he did not think that earthly
fire should he employed to manifest the indignation which the occasion
required, but the fire should come from heaven. With his trembling
hands, he took from his bosom, whilst a deathlike silence prevailed
amidst the throng. a burning glass: and, applying it to a heap of papers,
the conflagration was completed. Meanwhile the old man retired unper-
ceived, and no traces of him could afterwards be found.”

* “¢White's Statistics of Georgia,”’ p. 347, Savannah, 1849,
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Though Doctor White narrates the foregoing legend, he does not
voueh for it; and there is an atmospkere about the account which makes
it savor of myth. The accepted version is€his: After deciding tg com-
mit to the ﬂz;uws the \'urio\mxglm‘mlwnle{'in\'ul\'ml in the Yazoo transac-
tion there was an adjournment’of the Legislature lx the arvea of ground
directly in front of the State Hotse,. lere the-ifipressive ceremonial
was planned to ocenr. In calling down the fire of heavin 1o constme
the mass of papers, a sun glass was used, l‘n it whs Beld in thedand
of Cigvernor Jackson himself. This version'is c-'lrmhn:n.lml _)»_\- an old
picture which Prof. Lawton B. Evans has reproduced in his **School

BURNING THE YAZOO ACT

Gov Jaxep lewiw sicnep Tie Rescinome Yazoo Act Fes 13 1796
AND THE YAZOO FrAuD PAPERS wERE BURNED BEFORE ThE CAP1TOL
Fen 15™ 1796 Gov lawin STAO0S AST SEBOD TIE MESSENGER WHDBOLDS THE WERS

’

History of Georgia,”” a picture based upon the recollection of Mr. Wil-
liam Fleming, of Louisville, who witnessed the u!‘fylr. If we can
imagine the picture before us—its features are these: The man with
the burning-glass in his hands is James Jackson; next to him stands
Thomas (Glascock; then John Milledge. The man on the right is Wil-
liam Few, while Jared Irwin stands .behind the messenger.  David
B. Mitchell stands behind Jackson, and Peter Early behind Few. Berja-
1in Taliaferro, David Meriwether, and David Emanuel were also pres-
ent on this occasion.

Without seeking to detract from the just merits of an illustrious

_ Georgian, who is entitled to full eredit for having thwarted the designs

A~
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of the speculators, Colonel Hammond, to whom we referred in the begin-
ning of this chapter, was clearly of the opinion that entirely too much
had been made of this episode by historians, and that Senator Jackson’s
use of a sun-glass to call down fire from heaven was a fine theatrical
performance, which, if not so intended, could hardly have been staged

JAMES JACKsON
Governor and United States Senator: An Implacable
Foe of the Yazooists

in ignorance of its political effect. Had the purchase price been $800,000,
instead of $300.000, Colonel Hammond is inelined to helieve that we
would never have heard of a Yazoo fraud.

Small as was the consideration involved in the transfer, he cites the
fact that in 1625 the whole pfsManhattan Island, on yhich New York
is now situated, was purchaséd from the Indians for only sixty guilders,
or less than $25: and he is disposed to think that the sale of the wild
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western lands might not have been an unmixed evil, since the plan of
having them colonized in large bodies offered superior advantages in
some respects to the policy of dividing tlfiem into small pareels s re-
quired under the new constitution of 1798. To show further that the
sum involved was in “itself uo"indicntioxyof fraud, as land was then
valued, he cites the mere song for-which the whdle vast Territory of
Louisiana was acquired by President Jefferson in lSl)é} froiu the Emperor
Napoleon. e

Jygnes Jackson became the popular h\-r}, In 1798; he succeeded
Jared Irwin as governor of the state. While occupying the executive
chair, he refused to draw a warrant in favor of George and .Robert
Watkins, who had just compleied a digest of the laws of Georma, to
which the state was a subseriber, This was the earliest compilation of
Georgia's statutes, But the Watkins Digest contained the forbidden
Yazoo Act; and, though it carried the Rescinding Act also, it was still
obnoxious tg Governor, Jackson. He, therefore, remained obdurate.
Regarding the Yazoo Act as a usurpation, he did not wish to sy it
mohumentalized. Because of Governor Jackson’s unsparing opppsition,
the Watkins Digest was never given legislative adoption, thougli’a small
appropriation was afterwards voted.

Capt. ‘Hozatio Marbury, then secretary’ of state, with two otier
commissioners, was subsequently authorized to make a digest. William
H. Crawford and George Watkins were named to assist him; but the
latter, on account of his aggrieved feelings, declined to serve on this
commission. Marbury and Crawford prosecuted the task alone; and in
due time completed the undertaking. It is known to this day as ** Mar-
bury and Crawford’s Digest of Georgia Laws.”

Governor Jackson, though devoid of fear, was not without vindict-
iveness. He showed no quarter to his enemies. Pursuing an old grudge,
he caused Colonel Watkins to be put under arrest and tried before a
court-martial for having taken without the consent of the commander-
in-chief—himself—certain old Indian guns belonging to the Augusta
arsenal, with which Watkins armed his militia on muster day. When
Maj. John Berrien, a Revolutionary patriot, theu treasurer of the state,
was victimized by a dishcuest clerk, who made way with some of the
funds offered to the state by the Yazoo purchasers, Governor Jackson
marked him for sacrifice. It was proof to his mind of complicity with
the Yazooists. Major Berrien made the loss good. But Governior Jack
son insisted on a trial of impeachment, the result of which was, of course,
a vindication for the treasurer.

But the Yazoo fraud did not become at once a closed incident.
Growing out of the Act of 1796 to rescind the sale, there was no end
of complications. Georgia stood by her guns and in" the Constitution
of 1798 wrote her repudiation of the sale into the state’s organic law.
All money received for the land was order to be returned to purchasers
or held subject to demand. .

Meanwhile Congress began to investigate the claims of Georgia to
‘hese western lands. It will be remembered that President Washington
had addressed a communication to Congress on this subject. Protests
from purchasers began to furnish an additional spur. Those who had
hought these lands sought redress. The Royal Proclamation of 1763 was

S~
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citedd as showing that all lands lying westward of the fountain heads
of rivers Howing into the Atlantic were reserved to the crown of E;lg-
land and exempted from fvorgia'’s grant. On the other hand, under
the Treaty of Paris, in 1783, Georgia remained in andisputed posses-
sion of all her western lands, so far at least as England was concerned.
180t the Federal Government itself was a claimant to at least a part of
this domain; and in 1798 Congress passed an act providing for a govern-
ment of the Mississippi Territory, without waiting for an ‘exXpression
of reonsent from the state authorities.  Georgia filed a remonstrance to
this action; but there was no redress, Finally to make an end of mat-
“ters, Georgin was foreed into ceding to the genersl government all of
Ler western lands.  The conditions of this grant which conveyed to the
Federal Government a domain containing 80,000,000 of acres were as
follows: .

1. Gieorgian was to receive from the United States Government out
of the procecds Srising from a sale of these lands the sum @f ¥1,250,000.

2 All persons settled in this territory were to be given “valid titles
by the United®States Government,

3. These ceded lands were to constitute a public domain for the
Lenetit of all the states, to be disposced of as other public lands.

4 The Federal Government at its own expense was to extinguish
for the use of Georgia all Indian titles to the remaining lands unceded.
This was to be peaceably done, and on terms just to all parties, but with
the utmost dispateh consistent with these restrictions.

5. These ceded lands were to be ereeted into a state and admitted
into the Union whenever the requisite population of 60,000 inhabitants
was reached. .

This treaty of cession was consummated on April 24, 1802, and out
of the territory thus acquired were afterwards erected the states of Ala-
bama and Mississippi. M

Georgin was represented in this important transaction by the follow-
ing commissioners: Abraham Baldwin, Jemes Jones, anjmuikn Talia-
ferro, and John Milledge. \

At the same time, the United’ States Government ceded to Georgia a
twelve-mile strip, on her northern border, thus making the thirty-fifth
parallel of latitude the state’s boundary #ine on the north. "

Without delay, all money paid into the state treasury by the Yazoo
purchasers was transferred to the United States Government, thus end-
ing Georgia's connection with the Yazoo litigation. -

It was further stipulatediin the above agreement that a treaty was
1o be made with the Creck Indians at once, looking to a cession of land;
and this promise was redeemed at Fort Wilkinson within a few monthe,
at which time two bodies of land were acquired, one west of the Oconee
River, and the other extending in a belt from the AMamzha River to the
St. Marys. '

To quote Mr. Phillips, the chief immediate effect of this cession of
(leorgia’s western lands was to place within the sphere of the Federal
iovernment the whole problem of quieting the Yazoo claims. Georgia was
relieved of this problem; but to the Federal Government it continued
for years to be a source of endless fontention. Congress w divided
on the question of giving relief to the Yazoo complainants. resident
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Jefferson did not think these claims valid but on grounds of policy fa-
vored some plan of conciliation. John Randolph, of Roanoke, took the
ground that any interference by the Federal Goyernment in the matter,
would constitute an infraction df.the rights of Georgia’: and in this con-
gention he was upheld by a glajori(,\'-:g-minn-nt. Georgia's delegation in
Congress, led by the dauntless Troup,“m‘\{lil_lq;ﬂy l'u\!gll‘ the elaims of
the Yazooists. » ) X "

But; on February 16, 1810, Chief Justice John .\‘Ili‘“)‘ll‘l! rvm]cru"d
a decision_in the case of Fletcher versus Peck, inywhich thi validity off
the Yazoo sile was held. As a result of this decision the rights of elaim-
ants were established. Randolph, with a majority behind him, stilk de-
layed matters but in 1814 an-act was passed appropriating *aouu.uuo.
with which to quiet the Yazoo claims: and so at last this hideous night-
mare was ended. General Jackson, the velentless foe of ‘the Yazooists,
had been in his grave for eight years, dying, while & senator, at the seat
uf‘{;‘o\'ernment. 11e passed away, on March 19, 1806, at the age of forty-
nine, and his ashes lie cnt_om%ed in the Congressional Cemetery, on the
banks of the Potomac. Enfeebled by wounds received on_the field of
honor, Senator Jackson paid with his life the.penalty attaching toNhfs
fiery crusade against the Yazooists; but he did not reckon with conse-
quences whési Georgia’s honor was at stake. Life’y fitful fever o’eryhere
peacefully until the resurrection sleeps Georgia’s modern Prometheus.
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Yazoo Acttation Is at Its HEicar—How LouisviLie BECAME THE
SeEaT OF GOVERNMENT—OGZORGIA'S FmsT PERMANENT CAPITAL—
FEDERALS AND REPUBLICANS—PARTISAN POLITICS—GEORGIA AT FIRST
IncLINED TOWARD FEDERALISM BUT ALIENATED BY SUIT OF CHISHOLM
Versts GEORGIA IN THE SUPREME COURT—ALSO BY GOVERNMENT
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Wis B NREPRESENTED—FEDERALISM  GRADUALLY 'DECLINES—NEW
CoUNTiEs CREATED 1IN 1793—SCREVEN—OQGLETHORPE—H ANCOCK—
.\ll).\"l“ull-‘.li\’—-—-.\[C|.\‘TlISll——Bn\'.n\*——“‘.\RRE.\'-—TIlE PINE DBARreN
Fravps—THE CONSTITUTION AL CONVENTION OF 1795—List oF DELE-
GATES—DUE To Porunaks ExcITEMENT, AN EARLY ADJOURNMENT IS
ErrectEb—FEW Iaportaxt CHaNces—Fouk NEw Counties CRE-
ATED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF 1796—BULLOCH—J ACKSON—J EFFERSON
—LincoLn—GEoRGE WALTON [s AwarpDEp THE TOGA BY APPOINT:
MENT TO SUCCEED JAMES JACKSON—THE LEGISLATURE oF 1796
BrLeets Jostan TATTNALL—ABRAHAM Barpwin 1IN 1799 Succeeps
Jases GUNN—GEORGIA'S ELECTORAL VOTE 1IN 1796 CasT FOR JEFFER-
soN axp CrintoN—MeMBers oF CoNGress During Tius Pefon.

To complete the story of the Yazoo Fraud we have been obliged to
anticipate many developments which have carried us beyond the period
of Georgia's history to which this section is devoted. Let us now retrace
our steps. While popular excitement over the Yazoo transaction was
at its height, the seat of government was transferred fromm Augusta ‘o
Louisville, after having remained in the former town for a périod of ten
years.

The celebrated Yazoo Act of 17%;\'&5 passed at the last session of the
Legislature to meet in Augusta. ,

The equally famous Rescinding Act was passed at the first session to
convene at Louisville, .

At the elose of hostilities with England the center of population in
Gieorgin was found to be somewhere in the neighborhood of Galphinton,
on the Ogecchee River; and such was the inconvenience experienced by
residents of the up-country settlements in reaching Savannah, a town
on the remote sea-board, that the. desirability .of transferring the seat
of government to some point further inland became a topic of discus-
sion.

On January 26, 1786, when the Legislature met in Augugta, the fol-
lowing commissioners were appointed to select a location: Nathan
Brownson, William Few, and Hugh Lawson. They were instructed to
find a site, ‘‘most proper and cox/wguient," for the end in v’iew, whereon
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to erect public buildings; and, by way of further stipulation, was added
the clause, ‘‘providéd the same shall be within twenty miles of Gal-
phin’s Old 'l‘qwn." On fulfillment of thesn; conditions, theéy were au-
thorized to buy 1,000 acres‘af land and te lay out a part thereof In a
town, ‘*which should be kuowﬁ‘h&lhu name of Louisville.”

However, it nppenrs'that_liltl_\f‘pmgn;w’\\'us mage toward putting
this measure into effeet for several VOUES. Thefe were yarious diffi-
culties to be overcome but finally in the Constitutiong of 1795 the new
town.was designated: as the permancnt vupital.\ The deidoralized colidi-
tion of ®he state, due to the bitter hand-to-hand struggle with poverty,
in the years which immediately succeeded the Revolution, was. doubt-
less the chief cause for the-delay.. Says a local historian:*® **The first
Legislature, under the Constitution of 1777, assembled in Savannah® It
assembled there partly because the royal governgrs had always lived
there and partly because it was the largest town in the State. DBut
‘Savannah was, never officially procluinwd the capital:  In December,
1778, Savannah was caffiured by the British and from then until
January, 1784; the Legislature met at Augusta, with the exception @§f
two terms, one of which convened at Heard's Fort, in \\"lﬂé;;\u My,
and the other at Ebenezer, in Effingham county. In January, 1784, the.
Legislufﬁh- again met in Savannah. But the ;people in upper -Georgia
had now discovered the great comvenience of having the capital in
Augusta, Accordingly for the next two years there was constant agita-
tion. Hence the act in 1786 to appoint commissioners to lay off a town
within twenty miles of Galphin’s Old Town, and to see to the erecting
of buildings for the use of the government. There were delays, due to
the lack of funds and to the death of the contractor in charge of the
work, and the buildings were not finally completed until March, 1796.
The state-house then ereeted in Louisville was the first one ever erected
by the state. It was near the center of the town, which was modeled
upon the plan of Philadelphia, with broad streets running northwest and
southeast, and northeast and southwest. The first session of the Legis-
lature was held in Louisville in 1796. It is not known exactly when the
last session was held there, but a report of the Acts of the Legislature,
printed in Louisville, in 1805, records an act passed at Louisville, De-
cember 2, 1804, ‘to make the town of Milledgeville the permanent seat
of government of this State and to dispose of a certain number of lots
therein.’ Louisville must, therefore, have been the capital as date as
1805, as it evidently took months at least to erect the buihlim to
prepare the town of Milledgeville for the purpose. N

“When the capital was removed to Milledgeville, the state-house was
turned over to the county of Jefferson. It was used for some years as
the county court house but finally it hecame so dilapidated that it was
necessary to replace it with another. This, in 1894, was in turn replaced
by one of the handsomest court, buildings in the State, at a cost of $50.-
000.- Louisville was not very prosperous after the capital was changed
to Milledgeville, until the Louisville and Wadley Railroad was huilt

sheut 1875, connecting the town with the Central. Ever sinee then the

* William W. Abbott, Jr., in the October, 1910, number of the Georgian, a college
magazine publ.shed at Athens, Georgia.
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town has been fairly prosperous, a statement attested by the fact that it

< supports two banks, has an oil mill and a guano mixing plant, and does

a goodd mercantile busines.. - The popu!p‘tion of the town is about 1,500."
To the foregoing resume it may be adided that the Louisville Gazette,
founded in 1796, was one of the pioneer newspapers of Georgia.  The
handsome oak press used ig publishing the Gazette was bought in Eng-
Tand, It was afterwards sold to the Georgia Messenger at Macon,  Ae-
cording to a local authority,® when the present courthousg was built
an excavation was made which disclosed the foundation of the old state
capitol; and by a singular coincidence, this corresponded exactly with

. the plans for the new edifice. -

Political  sentiment, during  Washington’s  administration, was
broadly divided into two parties:  Federalists and democrats. The lat-
ter in these days styled thembelves republicans, but they were staunch
followers of Thomas Jefferson, were opposed to the centralizing tenden-
cies of the Govprnment, and were strong supporters of hoine rule. Fed-
eralism was never numerically very strong in Georgia: though a vigorous
organization &night have been effected, had the course of events been
differently shiiped.  Georgia's need of protection predisposed her on
catering the Federal Union to support a strong central government and
inclined her to principles advocated by the federalists; but Georgia
became estranged from the party when the Federal Government began
in 1790 to negotiate treaties with the Indian tribes on her soil—aud to
confirm these tribes by solemn guaranties in the possession of certain
lands without inviting her to participate in these conventions. The
neighboring State of South Carolina was a stronghold of federalism;
but while the rich Charlestonians, led by Pinckney, were pronounged
federalists, the Savannah aristoerats led by Jackson, were staunch demo-
crats. Georgia's indifference to federalism was accentnated into a
stronger feeling@when a citizen of South Carolina sued the state. It will
be remembered that in this famous case known as the suit of Chisholm
against Georgia, the Supreme Court of the United States sustained Chis-
holm; but the judgment was not enforced and in 1799 this dssue was
forever removed by the Eleventh Amendment to the Federal Constitu-
tion. The result of all this litigation was to make Georgia more than
ever teaacious of her sovereignty and to put the emphasis of her politi-
cal creed upon. State Rights. Conseq«k%lly federalism in Georgia was
short-lived. Gen. George Mathews, a federalist, was strong enongh to
secure the governorship twice, but he was a popular man in the up-
country, independent of his politics. For years, there were a few scat-
tering federalists in Georgia, some of them men of means, but as a politi-
cal factor federalism ceased almost entirely to exist when democracy
triumphed in Jefferson’s election to the Presidency in 1802.

‘Streams of immigrants pouring into Georgia during this decade rap-
idly increased the state’s population. Most of these new settlers came
from Virginia and North Carolina to occupy the virgin soil of Georgia's
rich uplands. But some of them settled further to the South. When
the Legislature met in 1793 there was a great demand for new cbunties,
coming from settlers on the frontier belt. - The counties created at this

* Judge W. L. Phillips, of Louisville, Ggorgia. v

_the Revolution. It formed a part of the old original Province o
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session were: Screven, Oglethorpe, Iancock, Montgomery, McIntosh,
Bryan and Warren, ' ‘ B

To glance rapidly over these: Screven was lajd off from-Burke and |
Effingham and named for Gen. Jh{cs Screven,n ofticer of the Revolu-
tion, killed 7in a skirmish at .\lid\\'ay\church. Jacksonboro was the
original county-seat ; but the seat of goyé‘m;ucu(,jus nh_cr@amls changed
to Sylvamia. Some of the settlers were men of ampleé ‘1hvans, who ac-
quired extensive tracts of land: i ' W, .

Oglethorpe was laid off from Wilkes and nmmﬁ for the Gllustrious ~
founder of the colony, General Oglethorpe.” Lexington, the courity-seat,
was named for the famous town in Massachusetts which witnessed the
opening fires of the Revolution.~ Lexington, Georgia, became one of the
state's historie towns, a center of wealth, refinement and thrift in ante- .
bellum days. Here was the ome of Governor Gilmer, of the two Lump-
king, Wilson and.Joseph Henry, of William H. Crawford, of Stephen
Upson, of Thomas W. Cobb, and of many other noted men. Iere we
find the oldest Presbyterian ¢liurch in he synod of Georgia, founded
by Rev. Johin Newton, in 1785. Most of the early settlers of Oglethorpe
came from Virginia and were tobacco planters. who settled on Bro:
River. Some of these were men of wealth and, besides numerous slaves,
bought maily of the comforts of civilized life iyto this helt of the
wilderness. : . & *

Hancock was laid out from Washington and Greene, with Sparta
for its county-seat, and was named for John Iancock, of Massachusetts;
whose name headed the immortal seroll of independence. The carly set-
tlers of Hancock were in the main Virginians, well-to-do people, like
those who settled in Oglethorpe. Sparta derived its name from the
Spartan characteristics of its pioneer inhabitants. This was in after
vears the home of Dr. W. W. Tervell, of Bishop George F. Pieree, of
Judge Linton Stephens, and of other noted Georgians.  Two s hools ir
this county were destined to acquire wide celebrity, one at Mount Zion
and one at Powelton.  The latter beeame the center of a strong Baptist
community and the home in after years of Jesse Mereer and of Gover-
nor William Rabun. The famous Bemans tanght at Mount Zion: and
here at a later time Governor William J. Norteen began his carver as
a teacher, 2 p

MecIntosh County was detached from Liberty and ramed for the cgle-v :
brated MecIntosh family several members of which were promin tin

John. Darien, its county-seat, was an old Scotch settlement, an account
of which is elsewhere given. Quite a number of the early scttlers of
MoIntosh were of Puritan stock; but those in the neighborhood of Da-
rien all came direct from Scotland. -

Bryan was laid off from Effingham and Liberty and named for Jona-
than Bryan, one of Georgia's earliest colonial patriots. Some of the
richest plantations on the coast occupied a strip of land in this county
called Bryan’s Neek. Tlere Senator Augustus’0. Bacon was horn. The
old Mawn of Hardwick has beén identified as occupying a site on the
south side of the Ogecchee, fifteen miles inland. Fort Argyle. built in
1733, as a bulwark against the Spaniards, stood on the west side of

. ‘rld. 1—-28
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the Ogeechee in what is now Bryan. Most of the early settlers of this
county were of Puritan origin, belonging to the old Midway settlement.

Warren was laid off from Richmond, Columbia and Wilkes and
named for Dr. Joseph Warren, a Revolutionary patriot, who fell at Bun-
ker Hill.  Warrenton was designated as the county-seat. Most of the
copnty's early settlers were from Virginia. One of these, John Cobb

or Cobbs, was an ancestor of the Cobbg of Athens. Here in after years,

was born the great Judge Lamar, author **Lamar’s Digest’” and father
of the noted Federal jurist who bore the same odd name. Here was
cradled also the great orator of secession, William L. Yancey, of Alabama.

Montgomery was laid off from*%Washington and named for Gen,
Richard Montgomery, an early martyr of independence. who fell on
the heights of Quebee. Mount Vernon, the seat of government, was
named for Washington's renowned home on the Potomac River.” The
original settlers of Montgomery were chiefly Scotch-Irish Presbyterians
whose ancestors Had been banished for adhering to the caise of the
Stuarts,  Most of them came direetly from North Carolina‘and were
kinsni®n of thegmen who in 1775 signed the Meeklenburg Declaration
of Independence,

But the rapid growth of settlements on the frontier belt of Georgia,
while indieating a healthy inerease of population and a wholesome infu-
sion of rieh blood, exposed the state at this time to the avaricious greed
of designing schemers, who resorted to down-right trickery in vietimiz-
ing innocent settlers.  To this period of the state's history belong the
Pine Barren frauds. We need not concern ourselves with details: but
in some way these sharpers obtained fictitious grants to immense areas
of land, in the unsettled parts of Georgia, chiefly along the Oconee Rivei”
where the undulating hills were densely wooded with pines. These
tracts are today embraced in Montgomery, Wheeler, Laurens, Emanuel
and. Johnson counties, all of which formed a part of the old parent,
County of Washington. We blush to record the fact, but, in some way,
these land pirates, managed to acquire what seemed to be bona fide
grants, to which the great seal of the state was affixed, cnn\'e&'i‘ng to

them vast tracts of land, not one acre of which had been legally =

secured, not one acre of which belonged to them by right, but which rep-
resented in the aggregate over 7.000 acres, in the rich Neart of
the Georgia midlands. If any one is specially interested in this chapter
of Georgia’s history, we refer him to Absalom H. Chappell’s little
volume of **Miscellanies,”” a rare work now out of print but.still to be
found in old libraries. Of conrse, hundreds of conveyances made at this
time were perfectly legal, bu. so widespread ‘was the mischief caused
by these frandulent land grants that all the large conveyances of 1794
and 1795 ‘were afterwards repudiated because of the suspicion of fraud
which they aroused. According to Doctor Smith, gs late as the year
1899 men have appeared in Georgia with old grants to land which never
existed. These grants were all supposed to be located in Washington,
chiefly in what was afterwards Montgomery, Emanuel, Johnson, and
Laurens counties; but in the aggregate they represented more land than
all the county contained. Whenever one of these spurious documents
was brought to light it was pmmptl) repudiated by the state and no
lands were actually taken under them, but the specalators who had

.
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secured the fraudulent patents sold them to parties ignorant of the true
state of things and for years an earnest effort was made by defranded
purchasers of worthless script to secure some indemuity from the state,
but without success.® \l
But while the General Assembly did™not convene at Loui \1llv until
1796, a convention called for the purpose.of revisisfg the g‘m} s funda-
mental law met at the new seat’of government in May, 1795, amidst the
general upheaval produced by the Yazoo Fraud. Thege was akprovision
made in the Consiitution of 1789 for a convention ofMhe peopheto he
held within s:x%ears It stipulated that in the general election of 11‘)4
three persons should be chosen from each’ county as members to a con-
vention ‘‘for taking into considerdtion the alterations necessary to be
made in this Constitution, who shnll meet at such time and place as the
General Assembly may appoint.”’ .
Aceordmglv delegates were chosen in 1794 to auond a convention
at Louisville in May of the year following. Some of the counties, when

-

Glynn, in a.sparsely settled district, sent only one mem sbers whil
Liberty, though in a wealthy belt, does not seem to have been repre-
sented at all.  However, there are no duthentic records extant. It is
not \mhkel) that letl't) 's delegation was late in awsriving. We can’
find nothing at this late day beyond a meagre newspaper account, giv-
ing a list of delegates who probably answered to the first roll call. This
list is as follows: t

Chatham—Josiah Tattnall, Jr., Thomas Gibbons, Noble W. Jones.

McIntosh—Joseph Clay, John Wereat. “These delegates did not live
in MecIntosh but were chosen by its electors to represent them.

Burke—B. Davis, D. Emanuel, Thomas King.

Elbert—L. Higginbotham, Stephen Heard, Wm. Barnett.

Glynn—John Girardeau.

Greene—David Gresham, Phil Hunter, W. Fitzpatrick.

Richmond—John Milton, George Walker, Phil Clayton.

Screven—B. Lanier, Wm. Skinner, P. R. Smith.

Warren—Levi Pruitt, John Cobbs, P. Goodwin.

‘Washington—John Rutherford, George Franklin, R. Wilkinson.

Wilkes—B. Catchings, Silas Mercer, D. Creswell.

this convention met, were not rc]frescmed by a full quota of dele gdwh\ﬁ

The convention organized by electing Dr. Noble Wymberley .lonA

of Chatham, president.

" To quote Bishop Stevens, the principal contest was over the appor-
tionment of representatives among the counties.t The basis of re pre-
sentation was adjusted somewhat; and several new counties having been
formed, these were allotted representatives. The time for holdjng the
annual sessions of the General Assembly was changed from the first
Monday in November to the second Tuesday in January: all clections
by the General Assembly were to be held in joint session: senators
thereafter were to be elected annually instead of triennially: and Louis-
ville was to be the new seat of government.- There was some discussion

* “‘Story of Georgia and the Georgia People,’’ George G. Smith, pp. 176-17%.
%t Story of Georgia and the Georgia People,”’ George G. Smith, p. 178, 4~
b istory of Georgia,’’ II, p. 407,
o ; .y -
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of the Yazoo Act, passed on Junuary 7, 1795, at Augusta, but it was
finally decided to refer the matter of its repudiation to the Legislature
of 1796, No further changes were made.  Political excitement was so
intense that a majority of the members revogmized the wisdom of leaving
all further revision to a later convention to be held when normal condi-
tions were restored.  Accordingly a convention was called to meet at

the new seat of government in 1798, to which three delegates from -

cach county were to be chosen in the general clection of 1997,
When the Legislature of 1796 convened at Louisville, it was amidst
the greatest upheaval known to the state sinee the days of the Revolu-
tion: but the nefarious Yazoo*Aet having been rescinded the work of
creating new connties began afresh.. At this time Bulloch, Jackson, Jef-
ferson and Lincoln were added to the growing list.  Bulloch was laid off
from Sereven and Bryan, with Stateshoro for its county-scat and was
named for the distinguished Arehibald Bulloch, an early colonial patriot,
who died a6 the outbreak of the Revolution, while president of the execu-
tive council.  Tle was an anéestor of ex-President Reostvelt.
* 0 Jacksep w as detached from Franklin and named in honor of Senator
James Jackson who at this session of the Legislature, having defeated
the Yazooists, called down the fire of heaven to consume the records of
this transaction. Jefferson, the county-seat of Jackson County. was
named for the illustrious sage of Montieello.  This little town was in
after years the seene of experiments which resulted in the discovery
by Dr. Crawford W. Long of the anesthetic power of sulphurie cther:
one of the greatest boons ever conferred upon suffering humanity. It
opened 4 new erain surgery by putting an end to the terrors of the knife
and by enlarging the arca of surgical treatment. v
Jefferson was organized out of Burke and Warren and named for
" Thomas Jefferson, then a member of Washington’s Cabinet. - Louisville,
at, was so ealled for Louis the Sixteenth of Franee. | Louis-
ville was designated as the state’s permanent capital and the future
seat of government was located at this point by a commission chosen
for this purpose in 1786, In the immediate neighborhood of Louisville
were the homes of some of Georgia’s most distinguished men ‘at this time,
including the Cobbs, the Whitakers, the Gambles, the Gunns, the Berri-
cus. the Hardwicks, the Lawsons agl the Wrights, Hefe Gen. Howell
Cobb was ‘born.  This was also tie birthplace of the second president
of the Republie of Texas, Gen. Mirabeau B. Lamar. Most of the early
settlers of this region, especially in the neighborhood of Galphinton,
were Scoteh-Trish.  Tlivpe was a trading-post at Galphinton beforé the
outhreak of the Revolution, named for a pioneer Scotchman whose
dealings with the Indians in eolonial days extended over all this region.,

Lincoln was detached from Wilkes. It was named for Gen. Benjamin
Lincoln of the Revolution, wha, though not g Georgian, defended the
soil of this state against British invasion, According to recent dis-
closnres made by courthouse records, the celebrated Elijah Clarke lived
in the upper edge of this county, in what was then Wilkes,, The noted
Col. John Dooly, of the Kevolution, and the eccentric Ju«(ge John M.
Dooly, of a later day, were residents of Lincoln; and in this county was
born the late Dr. Jabez I;amar/s .\,[onro(- Curry, diplomat, educator and
clergyman, whose effigy iras béen placed by his adoptcd' State of Ala-

its county-
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bami, in Statuary Hall, Washington, District of Columbia. Lincoln
was also the home of Thomas W. Muiray, a noted legislater.  Judge
Longstreet drew one of his best known sk:-tﬂws 'iu ) cul.'gi:} Seenes”’
frem what he called **the Dark ‘orner of ‘Lincoln,”” a (lvscn[-n_\"- ph.l‘usc
which has persisted down’to the pFi-s(n\n time but \\'lncy no seetion of the
county is bold cnough to claim. - PP, NG .

When James Jackson relinquished his seat in- the UMited States
Senate to fight the Yazooists, Governor .\hxthu\&nnnm il‘<f his SUCOUSEOT.
the reviged George Walton. One of the sighers of the Peclaration of
Independence, he had twice served the state us governor and onee ds
chief-justice.  He had also been a member of the great convention of
1757 called to frame the Federal Constitution:  Governor Walton wig a
federalist.  His appointment hy Governor Mathews under a temporary
commission and his defeat by Josiak Tattnall before the Legislature, in

1796, leave little doubt upon this point.

) Georgia in 1796 gave her four _clcu'lorul votes' to Thomas JetTerson
for Bresident and to George Clinton, of New York, for vice-presidend.
Her eléctors chosen by the Legislature were: James Jackson u.mh&'lr les
Abereromhic; from the state at large; and John King ;m-l' ;\'.’ ori
Jones frgm the congressional distriets.® At this time, the l‘l:':snl_c:nl and
vice president were chosen as follows: cach sthite was required to \.‘nh:
for two candidates, a rule under which the candidate receiving the high-
est vote was deelared to be cleeted President and the one receiving the
next hjghest vote, viee president.

Until 1799, Georgia’s two scnators were James Gunn amd Josiah
Tattnall,  The former was suceeeded in 1799 by Abraham Baldwine and
the latter in 1801 by James Jackson, who after holding the oflice of gov-
ernor resumed the toga.  Mr. Baldwin became president pro tem of the
Senate.  Though a Yazooist, Senator Gunn retained his toga antil 1501,
when he retired from public life after a continuous service of twelve
years in the Upper Tofise of Congress. But his connection with the
Yazoo sale has denied him any large place in Georgia’s history. Defore
entering the Senate, Mr. Baldwin had gerved for ten years in the THouse.
Elected to the First Congress in 1789, he relinquished a seat in the Fifth
Congress to hecome a senatoiin the Sixth. His colleague from 1795 to
1799 in the Touse was John Milledge.

To the Sixth Congress, which began on March 4, 1799, Jani
and Benjamin Taliaferro were commissioned as Georgia’s A
sentatives. The former served for only one term. The latter W
elected but resigned during his second term and was sueceeded in 1802
by David Meriwether. John Milledge, who was again eleeted to Congress
at this time, resigned before his term exvired to become governor of
Georgia and was suecceded in 1802 by Peter Early. Thus, in the Seventh
Congress, Georgia, while allotted only two seats, was served by four mem-
bers, each for a fractional term.t

* «¢Lanman's Biographical Annals of the nited States Government,'’ pp. 513
¢ ¢¢RBiog. Cong. Directory, 1774-1911,"" p. 5L
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Tue Great CoNsTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 0F 1T98—JARED IRWIN ITS PRE-
SIING OFFICER--ONE OB 7HE DELEGATES I8 Rev, Jesse MERCER, WHO
Makes & WINNING FIGHT AcAINsT A CLAUSE IN THE OLp CONSTITU-
TioN, EXcLupiNg MINISTERS OF THE GOSPEL FROM THE UENERAL
ASEMBLY—MEMBERSHIP OF THE CONVENTION—JAMES JACKSON's
Prrsoxaniry DosuNaNT—THE SaLk oF GEORGIA'S WESTERN LaNDs
Decpagep CONSTITUTIONALLY NULL AND Voib—BreT THE FEDERAL St
FREME COURT IN A DECADE THEREAFTER PRONOT'NGES THE SALE VALID
—OTneER INFLUENTIAL - MEMBERS—ROBERT WATKINS—DR. GEORGE
Jonks—DPeTER  CarNes—Joxas  FovcHE—ALL  IMPORTATION  OF
SLaves ForsiopEN AsTeER OCToser 1, 1798—IMPORTANT CHANGES—
Divorees At Tiis Tisme GRANTED BY THE STATE LEGISLATURE-—DBUT
THE NEW CONSTITUTION Provioes That Berore ANY Divokce Is
GraxTep A TrRian BEFoRE THE SUPERIOR Court Must Fivst Be Hewp
T AvpUCE THE Facts—THis CoNsTITUTION THE ONLY ONE ADOPTED
vr oA Tiae WaeN Taere Was Nor Ao VieRTran REVOLUTION OF THE
GovERN MENT—DESTINED To REMAIN 1N Forck ror Moge Tian SIXTY
YeEars—A Masterriece oF LEcan WiIspodx aNp STATECHRyT—THE
Jupienaky  Acr oF 1799—O0rrFiciaLs (Cnosex THEREUNDER—THE
GREAT SEAL oF 1799—DesTiNep 1o REMaIN I Use UNTIL 1815, A
Perftob oF 116 YEars—ITs OriGIN axDp DeEscrirTioN—Wio DEsiGNED
THE GREAT SEAL OF 1799—IMPORTANT INFORMATION BROUVGHT To
LiHT—DEATH 0F WASHINGTON—GEORGIA THE FIRST STATE T0 NAME
A Tows 1y s HoNoR—THE PrEsipENTIAL ELECTION OF 1800,

FFrom the molds of the great Constitutional Convention of 1798 there
emerged @ praduct of inspired st&tesmnnship, so wisely and so maturely
considercd by the strong body u.’,law-nmkers who framed it—so plastic in
its adaptability to the ever changing needs and conditions of the state
—that for more than sixty years it constituted an overshadowing aegis
under which our posPlc lived in prosperity, happiness and content. It
was finally superced d by the Constitution of 1861 adopted by the
famous Secession Convention at its adjourned session in Savannah. But
the new constitution was in essence the old Constitution of 1798, modified
only in a few minor particulars to meet the requirements of a new con-
federation. '

Governor Jackson erowned with the laurels of his great victory in
thwarting the Yazoo conspirators came to the executive chair only a few
months before the conveation met but this high office did,‘:lot disqualify
him from sitting as a delegate in this assemblage to which he had been
chosen in the general election of 1797. Not only was Governor Jackson
the most conspicuous figuré on the floor of the converition but his was
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likewise the most potential influence in remolding Georgia’s Organic
Law. There was hardly an importent feature of the instrument upon
which the impress of Governor Jackson’s.amind and character wgs not
distinetly stamped: and iﬁ\a\donblc sense thef’c.k'om l__luv Constitution of
1798°was the distingujshing ghQ' of his administration.

Georgia’s first state constitution adop d in ‘SQ nual, on February
5, 1777, was only a témporary makeshift. It was Tramed amid the con-
vulsive throes of a revolution the issues of\which o one could clearly
foreshadow. But ‘it weathered the storm of\vur and rendered the state
good “service until Georgia’s entrance into the Federal Union, when it
was necessary to change the state constitution in conformity® with the
Constitution of the United States. Accordingly in 1759, at .-\uggusln,
a new state constitution was framed to the workmanship ot which three
separate conventions contributed; but it did not-givi: entire sutisfaction.
Six years lawer, in 1793, the people once more assembled in convention

" to recast the fundamental law, this time in Louisville; but due to the

general conditions of ﬁ)lnuaval caused by the Yazoo Fraud only a_few
alterations were proposed. Nothing radical was “attempted. It nvas
deemed hest to postpone for a season this important work to™which_an
undivided interest was essential; and accordingly a new 1-91m~uti<m was
called™o which all unsettled issues, were referred. }

«  Pursuant ‘o call, there assembled at Louisvillé on Tuesday, May 8,
1798, a body of lawmakers in which every important interest of the state
was represented and to which every learned profession contributed.
Thére were fifty-six delegates in attendanee, representing twenty-one
counties. Jared Irwin, who had lately served the state as goverpor. was
the presiding officer of this history-making convention. Ile shared with
Jackson the honor of c*tinguishing the Yazoo Fraud; and to the famous
Rescinding Act of which Jackson was the author his signature as gov-
ernor was attached. High and radiant, therefore, on Gieorgia ™. Toll of
honor shines the name of Jared Irwin. §

One of the delegates to this convention was the great Jesse Mereer;
and it was due to his championship that a clause of the old constitution
excluding ministers of the gospel from membership in either branch of
the LegiSlature was abrogated. When it was proposed to put the same
inhibition into the Constitution of 1798 Mr. Mercer proposed to amend
by exeluding also doetors and lawyers. This touch of humor was more
¢ffective than argument to show the manifest injustice qw a bar
to ministers—the men of all others to whom we look when t moral
issues are at stake or vital principles are involved.

But the monumental character of this convention’s work was such
that cach member’s name deserves to be preserved in connection with
this great instrament. The full list of delegates citosen to the State
(Convention of 1798 was as follows: *®

Bryan—Joseph Clay, J. B. Maxwell, John Pray.

Burke—Benj. Davis, John Morrison, John Milton.

Bulloch—James Bird, Andrew E. Wells, Charles McCall.

Camden—James Seagrove, Thomas Stafford.

Chatham—James Jackson, James Jones, George Jones.

* ‘¢ Georgia and the Georgia People,’’ George G. Smith, p. 179.
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Columbia—dJames Siimms, W. A, Drane, James McNeal.
Eningham—John King, John London, Thomas Polhill.
Elbert—Wm. Barnety, R, Hunt, Benj. Mosely.

Franklin—A. Franklin, R. Walters, Thomas Gilbert.
Glynn—John Burnett, John Cowper, Thomas Spalding.
Greene—~George W, "Foster, Jonas Fouche, James Nisbet.
Huneock—Charles Abererombie, Thos. Lamar, Mathew Rabua.
Jeerson—Peter Carnes, Wi, Fleming, R. D. Gray.™*
Jackson-—teorge Wilson, James Pitman, Joseph Humphries.
Liberty—dJames Cochran, James Powell, James Dunwody.
Lincoln—Henry Ware, G. Wooldridge, Jared Grace.
Melntosh—John H. Melntosh, James Gignilliat.
Montgomery—Benjamin Harrison, John Watts, John Jones.
U;:h-l}:urp:—.luhn Lumpkin, Thos. Duke, Burwell Pope,
Richmond—Robert Watkins, Seaborn Jones.

Screven’.-Lewis Lanier, J. H. Rutherford, James Oliver, '
Washington—John Watts, George Franklin, Jared Trwin.
Wiarreme—John Lawson, A, Fort, Wm, Stith,

Wilkes—Matthew Talbot, Benj. Taliaferro, Jesse Merecer,

Sinee Governor Jackson's iwmmmlily was in a-sense the axis around
which this great convention revolved we are not surprised to find in the
Constitution of 1798 a paragraph declaring the sale of Georgia's west-
ern lands constitutionally null and void and repudiating the whole
transaction.  Moreover a concurrence of two-thirds of the members of
the General Assembly was made requisite in future before any vote,
resolution, law or order could pass granting a donation in favor ¢f any
person.  Seetion twenty-three, defining the boundaries of the state, also
eame from the pen of Governor Jackson; and he is credited with hav-
ing writtensin addition a part of the section establishing a new judicial
system. ‘

Says Mr MeElreath: *  ** Among the other prominent and influen-
tial memwbers of the convention were: James Powell, of Lil#rty county,
chairman of the committee of the whole house; Robert Watkins, of
Richmond, who wrote seetion eighteen, article one, which pro\'in‘h-d that
every senator and representative shonld, before taking his seat, purge
himself of having been guilty of tﬁ"upt practice in securing his elee-

tion: Dr. George Jones, of Chatham, wifo wrote section seven, articley

four, concerning the promotion of the arts and sciences by the establish-
ment of seminaries of higher learning, thus embodying in the funda-
mental law the recommeridation of Governor Lyman Hall to the Legis-
lature of 1783 and providing the permanent iegal foundation upon
which the State university was established at its present site in 1801;
T eter Carnes, of Elbert, who wrote section eleven, article four, pro-
hibiting the importation of slaves after the first day of October, 1798;
Rev. Jesse Mercer, of Wilkes, who wrote section eighteen, article four,
regarding religious freedom; and Jonas Fouche, of Greene, who wrote
seetion cight, artiele three, which provides for the digesting and pro-
mulgation of the law.”” g

Georgia, in the great Convention of 1787, called to frame the Fed-

j s

* 4 McElreath on the Constitution,” pp. 97-98.
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eral Constitution, had insisted upon a continuance of the slave ln{tﬁ(:
and, with the help of South Carolina, had secured a cpmprumiau liixmg
the year 1808 as the time for the slave trafiic to terminate; but lll‘l!lc
State Constitution of 1798 witind Georgia-of her own accord prohibit-
ing ull‘impurtution of slaves aftei~the first day of Ogtober, 1795.°

As in the Constitution of 1789, 80 Constitaffion of 1795, there
was 1o separate article known as a **Bill of !lights, 2 but % number of
fundamental principles usually found in suchyan urtﬁkr"-\u-rv :l.sal'l'u:q‘.
There s to be one sepator from each county,'as under the old const-
lulion,f: years later this section was modified and for a while the
state was divided -into forty-seven senatorial districts; then for a I'u\:’
years there was a reversion back ‘to county representation; und tinally
in 1861 the state was divided into forty-four senatorial districts.

Membership in the House was to be deterniined by population.

“Ilerctofore cach county’s representation  had been . constitutionally
fixed. Now only the aggregate number of members was determined.

_ Until a census could be taken, the new constitution fixed ‘a temporaay
appottionment providing for sixty-two members; but ;i\‘hcm;r L iAW
county was organized it was to be given Tepresentation on lh-: S
basis astthose already organized. No county was to have.more than
four n-pféseuhntivés nor less than one. Thred-fifths_of the slaves were
to be cnumerated in fixing a county's voting strength.

The Legislature was to be elected annually and unless called to-
gether in extra session was to meet annually on the second Tuesday in
January; but the date of meeting was afterwards changed to the first
Monday in November,

Property qualifications for membership were reduced by the new
constitution and were still later entirely abolished.

There were no material changes made in the powers of the governor;
but the judicial power of the state was vested: (1) in a Superior
Court; (2).in such inferior jurisdictions as might be ordained by the
Legislature; (3) in inferior courts for each county, and (4) in justice
courts, of which there were to be two in cach captain’s district. Until
this time, the inferior courts had existed only by statute.

Divorees were granted at this time by the Legislature. But the Con-
stitution of 1798 provided that before any divorce was granted the par-
ties should first be given a trial before the Superior Court. min a
sense two verdiets were necessary to make the divoree final, thesfirst by
the court and the sccond by the Legislature. Eventually power was con-
ferred upon the courts to render both verdiets.

To conclude this resume, we quote the following paragraph from Mr.
McElreath. Says he:t ‘It is an interesting fact that the Constitution
of 1798 is the only constitution ever adopted by the people of Georgia
at a time when there was not a virtual revolution of the government
itself. The Constitution of 1777 was adopted in consequence of the
casting off of the state’s ellegiance to Great Britain and of the neees-
gity for setting up an independent government ; that of 1789 on account

“ 6t the abandonment of the Articles of Confederation and the adoption

3 * ““Watkin.’ Digest,”’ pp. 31-43.

{ ¢‘McElreath on the Constitution,”” pp. 114-115.
> -
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of the Federal Constitution; that of 1861, on account of the secession
of the state from the Federal Union; that of 1865, on account of the
fall of the Confederacy and the necessity for obtaining readmission
into the l,'n.ion; that of 15658, on account of the prefusal of the Federal
Government to readmit the State under the Constitution of 1865, mak-
ing the adoption of another Constitution a condition precedent; that of
1577, when the people of Georgia resumed control of their own affairs,
after the end of the Reconstruction era. The Constitution of 1798 -and
the present Constitution are the only ones which represent a settled
condition of the state’s organic law; the others represent temporary
conditions and transitional periods, “fn many respeets the Constitution
of 1798 was the grc-uh-sl:. of all the Constitutions which the state has
had. It gave fuller foree and power to the executive and judicial
departments of the government than the ecarlier Constitutions and
restricted the legislative branch far less than the later ones. ® * ®
The Constitutionspf 1798 remained of force as the fundamental law of
the state for sixty-three years—nearly one-half the entive period of
the stltte’s lifegund was then repealed only hecause it was necessary
to ereate a new government,

When the first Legislature met@after the adoption of this new Con-
stitution an important legal reform was instituted in which Georgia led
all the other states of the Union.  In what is known as the great Judici-
ary Act of 1799 the General Asesmbly abolished special pleading, thus
greatly simplifying court procedure and cmancipating justice from
many of the complicated technicalities and impediments of the English
law. There are comparatively few states which have not since followed
Georgia's example.  But in an effort to establish a Supreme Court b
statute the Judiciary Act of 1799 was less suecessful. It provided that
the judges should meet annually at the seat of government for. the
purpose of making rules and while thus in convention they were re-,
quired to settle such points as were reserved for argument and which
required a uniform decision. But in 1801 this clause of the judicinrv
act was repealed.  All points reserved for argument by the Juﬁg(s in
convention at the seat of government were remamded back to the ‘coun-
ties from which they had come, to be decided by the presiding judge.
For reasons to be given later, Georgia pogsgssed a deep-seated ptejudice
against a Supreme Court, nor was it untd! 1845—nearly half a century
later—that her repugnanee to such an establishment was finally over-
come. .

Under the Judiciary Act of 1799 Georgia was divided into three
superior court cirenits: the Eustern, the Middle and the Western. To
cach of these cireuits eight counties were assigned, David B. Mitchell
was eleeted judge of the Eastern Cireuit; George Walton, judge of the
Middle Circuit; and Thomas P. Carnes, judge of the Western Circuit.
Two of these circuits had been i existence since the adoption of the

_ State Constitution of 1789: the Eastern and the Western, the judges of

which were to alternate in holding court. During this period the jyudges
of these two courts were as follows: George Walton, 1790-1792; Henry
Oshorne, 1790-1791; John Houstoun, 1792-1796; William Stith, 1793-
1793: George Walton, 1793- 1796; William Stevens, 1797- 1498 John
Glen, 1798-1798 ; Thomus P. Carnes, 1797-1798.

- tion of the cotton gin by Eli Whitney, cotton gradually wained |

2.
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The Middle Circuit had been in existence sinee 1797.

William Few was the first judge of the Middle Cireuit, holding
office until his successor, George W alton, fonnerly‘_)ml"v of the Western #
Cireuit, qualified under-the new 9‘{‘5 Constitution. ‘

Thus we find the beginnings of oir present jndicial as'st\'ln clearly
defines in the great Judiciary Act of 1799 N\

The Convention of 1798 authorized Ilu- mloptmn of u new Great
Seal for the State but left the details of its design to !u‘(lnhrmnu-d -
later. On Egbruary 8, 1799, the Legislature, mting‘ndm this ‘wuthority,
adopted a Séal which, for one hundred and sixteen years, was ysed in
attesting important State papers, for the validity of which the Great,
Seal was required. In faet, it was used long after its imprint ceased o
to be legible. * It consisted of two solid plates of silver, cach of which was
a quirter of an inch thick by two inches and a quarter ih diameter, The
Great Seal was kept by anthority of law in the office of Seeretury of
State. According te the records, it was first used on July 4. 1799, . The
following description of the Great Seal i8 taken verbatim j‘rum the Code
of Gvorgw : : V'\\J_ﬁ

. The device, on one side, is a view of the scashore, with a ship bea
ing the flag of the United States ridin{ at anchor near a wharf, receiving
on board hogxhemls of tobacco and bales of cottorf, cmblematic of the
exportsof this State: at a small distance a boat, landing Trom the inte-
rior of the State, with hogsheads. ete., on board, representing the inter-
nal traffic, in the back part of the same side a man in the act of plowing,
aud at a small distance a flock of sheep in different pastures, shaded by
a flourishing tree; the motto thereon: ™ “Agriculture and Commerce;
1799."

The device on the other side is three pillars, supporting an arcl,
with the word ‘‘ Constitution’’ engraven within the same, emblematic of
the Constitution, supported by the three departments of government,
viz., legislative, judicial and executive—the first pillar having engraven
on it **Wisdom," the second “‘Justice,”” the third ** Moderation:™ on the
right of the last pillar a man standing with a drawn sword, represent-
ing the aid of the military in defense of the Constitution: the motto,
“State of Georgia, 1799.""

A\ hcn the great seal of the state was adopted, in 1799, tohacco fur
nished the ehief agricultural crop of the state and there were nime
warehouses erected for the inspection of the plant, but with the

ascendency over tobacco, until the cultivation of the latter was finally
discontinued.

In an old issue of the Louisvilie Gazette, dated February 26, 1799,
Governor Joseph M. Brown, during his second term of oftiee fonnd an
executive order, signed by Thomas Johnson, secretary to Governor James
Jackson. It calls upon artists throughout the world to submit drawings
for the proposed new great scal of the state, an outline sketch of which
was furnished, in terms of the act approved February 8, 1799; and to
supy . an adequate incentive to genius, the sum of $30 was offered as
a premium. It was further stipulated that the drawings were to he

d’ (.ode of 1805, Vol. I, p. 66.
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lodged in the executive oflice at Louisville, on or before the 20th of April,

T 1799, At the same time, it was ordered that proposals be submitted by

the same date for making and engraving the device; and July 3, 1799,
was fixed as a limit within which to complete the contraet.
Governor Brown was fortunate enough to procure copies of the

_ Louisvilie Gazette for subsequent dates; and, in an issue of the paper,

v

dated Mareh 7, 1799, he found this paragraph, the statement contained
in which throws an important side-light upon the history of the great
seal. The paragraph reads as follows: '

“*We understand that the device approved of by the Goveruor for the
Great Scal of this State was drawi® by Mr. Sturges, the state surveyor-
weneral, The most elegant drawing sent to the Executive Department
was performed by Mr. Charles Frazer, of South Carolina, and which we
are assured would have obtained the premium had he not through mis-
take placed all the figures on one side instead of making a reverse. This
young artist we, are informed is but sixteen years of age—his genius is
great, and deserves encouragement.  Several other handsofe perform-
anc® were sogt to the Exceative.” .

In a still later issue of the same paper, Governor Brown completed
his quest for information in regard to the great seal by discovering the
full name and title of the designer, in a card announeing his business
— Daniel Sturges, surveyor-general. 1t is late in the day to bestow upon
the designer of the Great Seal of Georgia the honor to which he is unde-
niably entitled,  But justice often lags.  The historic page is full of
tardy recognitions: and, after the lapse of more thun a eentury. Georgia,
with the help of an honored governor, removes the dust which has long
restiad upon one of her brightest names.  Hereafter let no one forget®™o
honor this pioneer Georgian to whose artistic genius is due the Greet
Seal of the Commonwealth, )

e

To use the great seal, wax was rolled out into thin wafers. Gilt paper,
cut cirenlir in form, the exact size of the die, with serrated n&igus, was
next laid upon each side of the wax wafer: and, at the same time, rib-
bons were inserted between the wafer and the paper dises.  This done,
the wafer was then placed between thegplates of the die and, stamped
tightly, leaving the deviees imprinted ow either side of the soft wax and
revealed, like an engraving, on the gilded paper. This was then attached
by narrow ribbons to the document of state, forming what is known as a
wax pendant. *] '

The custom of attaching seals of this character to official documents
is extremely ancient, dating back to the earliest manuseript of record in
the oldest states of the Union. Since then a method of stamping which
cuts an impression ia the paper to be attested has come into general
vogue, and the use of the wax wafer by means of ribbons, in the manner
above described, has become obsolete. Georgia until 1915 was the only
state which still adhered to this antiquated custom, and the reluctance of
our lawmakers to adopt the new method was only an expression of the
conservative spirit which has always characterized the typical Georgian.

As to the purposes for which thc/g;ent seal is used, there is a lack of
correet information even on the part of some who dre supposed to be!
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well informed. It is not used on all papers, issuing from the secretary
of state’s office, but ofily on documents of an extraordinary character,
such as charters, land-grants, and commissions- to publie servants, ip-
cluding guvvrndrs, state houde. officials, jpdé_os of the Superior Court
and solicitors general. It is also d-in attesting all interstate and in-
ternational documents. Every pnpcr‘gging,;ﬁt of. lhc tate, for which
Georgia’s official attestation is required, must carry thee. greag seal; but
for ordinary official transactions what is known as théjseal of the see-
retary og’:mu is employed. g

Contiffaously until 1915 the great seal adopted at this time fulfilled
the solemn purposes for which it was designed, but in the year above

. mentioned a new scal of the same« design superceded this emblem’ of

Georgia's sovereignty; and the old seal of 1799, in the. presence of tfle
secretary of state and by ‘authority of the General Assembly was defaced
by Governor Slaton. What remains of this old seal—two mutilated
dises of silver—are still preserved as sacred relies of Georgia's historie
past, in the sceretary of stale’s office at the state capitol. ol
On’ December 14, 1799, the great Washington dicd n;,\[mW
t

_non, his country-seat on the Potomac River. . Profound sorrow wis_fe

in Georgia, where the memories of his recent visit still lingered.. On

" every hand the sables of grief were displayed and mass meetings were

held-at which appropriate resolutions were adopted. The first town in
the United States to be named for the Father of His Country was
Washington, Georgia, founded in 1782, :

Georgia's four clectoral votes in 1800 were given to Jefferson and
Burr. As we have already seen, eachsstate was required at this time
to vote for two candidates. The candidate receiving the highest vote
was declared to be eleeted President, the one receiving the next highest
vote, Vice-President.  The tontest of 1800 resulting in a tie, the elee-
tion was thrown into the national House of Representatives, ending
finally in Jefferson’s election as President, with Aaron Burr as Vice-
President.




CHAPTER X ~4

Goverxor Jackson, oN ReuiNnQuisHing THE Execurive Cuag, Is
RetvrNep To THE UNITED® STATES SENATE—DESPITE A Fiery TeEuM-
vEr aNp A Host oF PowerruL Exesies, His PoPULARITY WITH THE
Masses Resains UnpisiNispep—Josian TatrNann Is Cantep 7o
the HELM—ONE o His Fmst Orrician AcTs Is To APPROVE A
MeastvrE RestoriNg 170 His Fatuner aN EstaTe CONFISCATED BY
Reasor: oF THE LATTER'S LovauTy To ENGLAND DURING THE REyo-
LUTION—BONAVENTURE=-TH1s PropPERTY Is RESTORED IN RECOGNI-
TIONQOF THE Sox's Patrioric DEVOTION To  LIBERTY—OVERNOR
Tarryaws's Ion HeEaLTi—SEEKS 7o REGAIN His STRENGTH IN THE
Banaya Istanps—Digssar Nassav—Jous MiLLEDGE BEcoMEs Gov-
ERNOR—MEARWHILE, IN 1801, Two New COUNTIES ARE CREATED—
CLARKE AND TATTNALL—FRANKLIN COLLEGE AT ATHENS IS OPENED
To STUDENTS—AMERICA'S OLDEST STATE UNIVERSITY— AN ACCOUNT
or I1s OrIGIN—ABRAHAM Bapowix axp Joun MiLLence. Two
Sravsen Friexos op e Evpveation—Tae Forser 1s REcoG-
N1zep As THE FoUNDER - 0F FRANKLIN COLLEGE—THE SENATUS
AcapeMicus—Josiang - MEIGs—Tne First  CoMMENCEMENT EXER-
cl1ses—JUpGE EMOrY SpPEer, 1N 1901, DeLivErs THE CENTENNIAL
ORATION, '

.
Governor James Jackson relinquished the executive chair in 1801,
after a turbulent administration. His enemies, some of whom were
men of powerful influence in the state, did not lapse into inactivity
upon his clevation to the official helm ; nor did the old govi»mor himself
while oveupying the executive chair forget his mortal hatred of the

Yazooists.  On more than one ocgasion, as we have alteady noted, he

displayeds a vindietive spirit. bt his popularity with the masses re-

mained unimpaired, and, on resigning the office of governor, he
re-entered the United States Senate, this time succeeding his former col-
league, Senator Gunn, The latter’s political career was at an end
heeause of his complieily in the sale of the Yazoo lands.

As chief magistrate of the state, Governor Jackson was succeeded by

a revered patriot of the Revolution, Josiah Tattnall. - The son of a

stout old royalist, who bore the same name, he escaped from: a school

in Engiand, where his father had placed him, and made his way back
to America in time to lend a helping hand to the rescue of his native
state from. British domination. Bonaventure, the benutilful country-
seat of the Tattnalls, near Savannah, had been confiscated by the Whig
government because of the elder Tattnall’s pronounced Tory senti-
ments. He had refused to take up arms against the Crown of England
and had left the state ratheg-than draw his ‘sword afainst Georgia.

414
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When the younger Tattnall came to the governorship, an act of belated
Jjustice was porfm:nml. In recognition of his own gallany part in the
Revolution, the Legislature lifted the edict of outlawry which had kept
his fatber in England forgwenty yeafs, restored to him the ancient
family seat at Bonaventure and accorded fo the old royalist full rights
as a citizen. Too feeblé to return‘to Amnferica, l)Q}J\‘\'ri‘. the elder Tatt-
nall remained in England; but the grateful son mude dwe acknowledg-
ment when he came to approve the medgure, adding thereto, these
worn;i: “With lively ‘expression of gratifude I affix. my signature
to this act.” )

Governor Tattnall had beeni a member of the Legislature of 1796
and had supported the Tamous*Rescinding Act. Some few daysglater,
his colleagues in this body elected him to succeed James Jackson in the
United States Senate. Again, after a lapse of five years, he was called

" to succeed this same illustrious Georgian in the office of governor.

But ill health necessitated an almost immediate relinguishment of
the executive helm. esigning “the governorship, he repaired togthe
Bahama Islands; but the change was,made too late~ After lingéfing
for more than a year, he died at Nassau, New Providence, hut s ashes
were hrought back to Georgia, to rest among the trailing mosses of his
beloved Bonayenture. : ¢ )

*  To succesd him as governor, the Legislature in 1802 eleeted John
Milledge, of Augusta, a zealous champion of education, then serving a
term in Congress.

Meanwhile, the Legislature of 1801 created two new counties: Tatt-
nal and Clarke. The first of these was named for Josiah Tattnall, then
governor of the state. It was detached from Montgomery, in a fertile
region of pines. Clarke was named for an illustrious soldier of the
Revolution, General Elijah Clarke, of whom we have already spoken at
some length, Tts county seat, Athens, was the site of Franklin ollege,
an institution whose doors were first opened to students in ‘the fall of
1801. With this great school the name of Governor Milledge is immor-
tally associated.

To the credit of Georgia be it said—though the youngest of the
original thirteen states—that she heads the long list of American com-
monwealths extending state aid to higher education.® Georgia was the
first state in the entire Union to provide by legislative enaetinent for
an institution of learning to be supported either in whals
by popular taxation and to bhe of college rank. This step
four years prior to the adoption of the Federal Constitution. when the
states were still hound together by the loose Articles of Confederation.
The close of the Revolution found the far-sighted lawmakers of Georgia
looking toward the future. They reasoned that the Suceess of repub-
lican government depended in the last analysis upon the intelligence
of the people; and not only were leaders demanded to supply the vacant
places in the ranks, but germinal centers of intluence were needed
to stimulate the development of 1hnughi.

Accordingly, on February 25, 1784, an act was passed by the Legis-

* These facts have been collated frofn an official volume entitled ** A Historical
Sketch of the University of Georgia,'’ by A. L. Hull, Atlanta, 1804,
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lature, from which the legal éoneeption of the University of Georgia
way be said to date.

The measure in question provided for the ereation of two counties
amid the virgin solitudes of the stédte to be called, respectively, Washing-
ton and Franklin, both of which at the time of organization embraced
extensive_areas. It was furthermore provided that in each of these
counties 20,000 acres of land should be set aside for the purpose of
endowing a college; the land to be of the very best quality, and to.bg
subdivided into separate tracts or parcels, containing 5,000 acres vach.
The titles to the property were to be vested in the following well-
known Georgians, who were authorized tos tuke whatever steps were
necessary to put the resolution into effect, to-wit: John Houstoun,
James Habersham, William Few, Joseph Clay, Abraham Baldwin, and
Nathan Brownson. In pursuance of the authority given to them by

the Lagislature these gemftlemen proceeded to survey the lands.
‘ There were originally eight tracts.  But one of these was eventually
lost to the state when the boundary line dispute between South Caro-
lina and Gesrgia wag adjusted. It was known as the Keowee tract
and was for years a bone of contention.  As soon as the surveys were
completed, the Legislature passed a bill, approved January 27, 1755,
providing in formal terms for the establishment of a public scat of
learning: and this act—drawn by Abraham Baldwin—constitutes the
charter of the University of Georgia. The first meeting of the trustees
under this act was held in Augusta, on February 13, 1786, at which
time the board consisted of the following members, to-wit: Abraham
Baldwin, Willinm Few, William Glascock, John Habersham, Nathan
Brownson, Hugh Lawson, and Benjamin Taliaferro. Until the insti-
tution was formally launched, Abraham Baldwin was chosen to act as
president, “This position he held until 1801, due to the exigencies of
the times. During thid”interval of fourteen years between the grant-
ing of the charter and the opening of the college, there was little for
the trustees to do exeept. to dispose of the lands in such a way as to
aceumulate a fund for the ercetion of the buildings. <

Unfortunately, at this early period, lands were cheap and rents |

uneertain.  To show what lands were really worth at this time, Gov-
ernor Wilson Lumpkin informs us that his father, John Lumpkin, who
received handsome grants of land from the ftate, in requital of his
serviees in the Revolution, sold 400 acres at one time for a shot gun
and an equal amount later for a saddle horse. Says Mr. Hull: “If
this be taken as a eriterion, the munificent gift of the state was worth
at the time it was made only (iﬁ_\"riﬂvs and as many saddle horses,
from which, however, twelve horses should be deducted for the 5,000
acres lost.””  But impoverished by the Revolution there was nothing
for Georgia to give except lands, in which she possessed _an imperial
domain. '

On one of the tragts of land the trustees in 1798 laid off the

town of Greenshoro, at which time 1,000 acres were offered for sale or p

lease in the immediate neighborhood.

Some of the trustees desired to locate the college at Greensboro,
but there was diffieulty in getting a quorum_together: so the matter
drifted. . & g

o
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Finally, a body called the Senatus Academicus was formed, con-
sisting of the governor, the judges of the Supericr Courts, and the -«
trustees, the duty of which body was to sit-in review upei the action
of the trustees, with power to confirm ur“.q\rcjmt. Oft-November 23,
1800, the Senatus Xcademicus formally orginized the university by
the election of a president, at a salary of $1.200. “Mr, ;l‘njhlwiu. rfom-
mended for this position Prof. Josidh Meigs, of Hartford, Conn.; an *
old acquaintance whom he had met when a tutor at Yale. Qnul ackiow
was not taken by the*ourd at this time, but Professor Meigs Was clecteds.
professor of mathemdtics, with an intimation that he might be asked
to take the presidency later on. The curriculum of studies embraced
little more’ than the elassic languages, ré-enforcédd by mathematies, with
perhaps an occasional lecture on mental and moral philosophy; hut
this small segment of the cirele of knowledge represented the whole
range of thediberal arts in pioneer days. .

Without délay the trustees were au_,l.horized to seleet a site for the

proposed institution. . "
Pursuant to these instructions, the trustees met and, after repeated w’\ﬁ

ballotings, decided to locate the college somewhere within the limits of
what was then Jackson, now Clarke County; and accordingly a com-
mittee consisting of Jolin .\li!ledgc, Abraham Baldwin, Georgze Walton,
John Twiggs, and Hugh Lawson was appointed to choose a site for the
buildings. During the summer months thereafter this committce met
at Billup's Tavern on the Lexington road, and procecded thence to
visit a number of ldcalities. At last, by a unanimous vote, they chose
a site belonging to Mr. Daniel Easley, at Cedar Shoals, on the north
fork of the Oconee River. The property in question was not embraced
within the lands which belonged to the qniversit_\-, but it was purchased
by Mr. John Milledge, who deeded the same to the university as a gift.
There were 633 acres in this tract, beautifully situated on the heights
above the river and thickly wooded with luxuriant forest trees.

As an appropriate name for the locality which was to become the
state’s capital of culture, it was decided by the trustees to call the new
seat of learning Athens.

The institution itself was called Franklin College in honor of Ben-
jamin Franklin, the New England philosopher and statesman, who,
at one time had acted as agent for Georgia in adjusting Colonial affairs.

While the Legislature’s gift of land to the university was valueless
at the time, it eventually yielded to the institution an income of
$100,000, in addition to which the donation made by Governor Milledge
produced, first "and last, something like $30,000, and proved to be the
main dependence of the college at sundry times, when in dire distress.
The greater part of the town was built upon the Milledge tract, thug
providing the institution an income from the sale of lots; and in recog-
nition of the debt due to her earliest benefactor the university created
the Milledge Chair of Ancient Languages, which still eii_sts.

On the arrival of Professor Meigs in Georgia the office of president
was relinquigl * by Mr. Baldwin and at his direction the former was

‘¥ mced at the helm of affairs. Under the direction of Professor Meigs

tempgsary buildings constructed chiefly of logs arose in the virgin

wildernesé;“ng these furnished the crude beginnings out of which

Vol 137 .
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the present beautiful campus has flowered. Tn the fall of 1801 the
college was formally opened for the reception of students,  Professor
Meigs at this time not only acted jn the capacity of president. but con-
stituted within himself the entire corps of instruction.

In addition to the clearing made for the campus. a street was laid
oub under the supervision of” Professor Meigs, lots were staked, homes
commenced, and other steps taken looking toward the evolution of the .
future lc;wn.‘ The tirst settler to locate in AMhens was the RS Hope
Hull, the founder of Methodism in Georgia.  He came from Washing-
ton, in the connty of Wilkes, where he had taught a select school for
several years and ‘where, with great netion of spirit, he had preached
the doctrines of Wesley. If he was not at this time a member of the
board of trustees he became one later and continued until the hour of
his death to be the most loyal and steadfast friend of the college, be-
queathing his love For it 10 his children after him.  In 1508, he offered
to build on the fZampus a chapel forty by fifty feet in dimensions, if
the hoard would give $100 for a belfry. a proposition which® the trus-
tees aceepted ; agd accordingly a chapel was erected by Mr. Hull which
served the purpose for twelve years. At the same time, on the out-
skirts of the town, he built Hull'$ Meeting House—the fame of which
reached up and down the whole range of the Alleghany Mountains.

It was to meet immediate needs that the first temporary structures
of log were huilt on the campus.  As soon as funds could be provided
the erection of permanent quarters was commenced. For this purpose
a loan was negotiated from the state, to secure which mortgages were
given to lands in Hancock. Luckily, at this time, a gift in cash of
$1,000 was made to the university by James Gunn, Jr., of Louist
ville, Georgia: and without delay the erection of the building after-
ward known as ﬂld College was started, under the supervision of Gen.
Jett Thomas. The first commencetfient exercises were held under a
bush arbor, on May 31, 1804, at which time the degree of Bachelor of
Arts ‘was conferred upon the following graduates, ten in rgumbcr,
to-wit : -

William H. Jackson.
James Jackson,

1 "Robert Rutherford,

" Wiltiam Rutherford.
William Williamson.

Giibson Clarke,
Angustin 8. Clayton,
Jeptha V. Harris,
Jared Irwin,

Thomas Irwin,

(iibson Clarke was a son 6f the old Revolutionary hero, Gen. Elijah
Clarke. Augustin S. Clayton afterwards became a judge of the Supe-
rior Court and a member of Congress. The Irwin boys were sons of
Gov. Jared Irwin. One of them became a doctor. The Jackson boys
were sons of Gov. James Jackson. Of .these, Willian IT. Jackson was
afterwards a trustee and a State Senator, while James Jackson was a
professor in the college. Jeptha V. Harris hecame a trustee and a (‘on-
federate colonel.  William Rutherford was the grandfather of l'rofa SSOT
Rutherford, who long filled the chair of mathematics.

Glancing at an old program of exercises, it appears that Augustin S.
Clayton read & poem descriptive of the means by which the lands of
the Oconce were obtained. His ‘wondérful gift of satire scems to have
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budded at an early period. IHe became the most brilliant of' Georgia's
ante-bellum statesmen in the use of the pen. Gibson Clarke was the

valedictorian. It fell to the lot of William H. Jackson to deliver the =

salutatory address; Jeptha V. llam(’};r\onommﬂ an oration in favor of
liberty ; Robért Rutherford spoke on th (hgmt\ of, man ; James Jackson
counseled a sentiment of gratitude to Frahee l‘i Witlip# Williamson
dilated in praise of representative government. There was also*a dia-
logue in which several members of the class took \#yu\unn mee-r
ment, in 1901; the ecentennial anniversary of thc“uru.ul opening of
Franklin Colfege was observed with impressive ceremouies, at which time

the centennial oration was delivered by Judgo Emory Speer, an alummus

of ‘the institution.

Today the University of Georgia is one of the greatest institutions
in America. It includes the old original Franklin Collége, the College
of .\gru-ullurc the Lumpkin Law School, and the State Normal School,
all of which are located at Athens; the Geergia School of Technology

the Georglu Normal and Industrial College located at Milledgevilles
South Georgia Normal College at Valdosta; and the Industrial School fo!
Colored Youth, lo« -ated at Savannah. The prophecy of President leg\
has been renhied Said he, in a letter to Governor Alilledge in 1805:
“*Your ifistitution has taken a strong root and will flourish; and I feel

located in Atlanta . the Georgia College of Medicine located in Augy |~V

some degree of pride in reflecting that a century hence, when this nascent

village shall embosom a thousand of the Georgia youths, it will now and
then be said’that you gave this land and I was on the forlorn hope.™
* “‘History of Georgia,’’ L. B. Evans, p. 158,

]
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CHAPTER X1

ReLiciors DENOMINATIONS AT THE CLOSE OF THE BEIGHTEENTH CEN-
reRY—EpPIscoracy 1N GEorcla Coevan witi THE CoLoNy’s EsTas-
LisuMENT—CHEIST CurcH—THE DIVISION  OF GEORGIA INTO
Parisies INpicates ITs Renationsuip 1o THe CoHURcH oF ENG-
taxp—TiHe WesLeEYs Born EpiscopariaNs—WHITEFIELD ALso Be-
LoxGs To THE EsTapLisnMENT—BUT THE IsSUEsS RAISED BY THE
RevoLuTion WEAKEN THE TIE OF ALLEGIANCE To THE MOTHER
CHURCH—PRESBYTERIAMSM COMES INTO GEORGIA WITH THE SCOTCH
HiGHLANDERS—FOUR CENTERS OF INFLUENCE—DARIEN, Mipway,*
Savanyan, Ixpoa Gague oF CHurcnes 18 BURKE—THE Prespy-
TERIAN PorLarR—REV. JoBN SPRINGER—THE FIrsT EVANGELIST TO
Be ORDAINED IN (GEORGIA—PIONEER PRESCHER AND EpucaTor—HIs
Fasors ScnooL—Rev. JouN NEWTON—ORGANIZES THE OLDEST
CHURCH IN THE SYNOD OF GGEORGIA—PRESBYTERIANISM A SPLENDID
DiscirLINe For PioNEEr Dayvs, sur Too CoLbLy INTELLECTUAL TO
Surr THE MAssES—THE LuTHeERaN CrUurcH AT EBENEZER—THE
JEws—CONGREGATIONALISM ENTERS THE STATE WITH THE MIDWAY
PeriTans, Bur ITs OFFsPRING Is MaINLY PrespyTERIAN—How Ex-
PLAINED—METHODISM IN GEORGIA—ITS RaAPID GROWTH—CAMP-MEET-
1nGS RECALL THE ARCADIAN Days oF THis DENOMINATION—PIONEER
EvanceLisTS—Tne First Mernopist ChurcH Buiwr 1N WILKES-~
Rev. Hore HuLt—THE BapTisTs—KIOKEE CREEK WITNESSES THE
First Istmersion—REV. DaNien MarsHaLL—HIS ARREST FOR
Prescuine Baptist DoctriNes—KI10KEE CHURCH OrcaNizep—THE
CATHOLICS 1IN GEORGIA—DENIED AUMIssION UNTIL AFTER THE Revo-
LuTiIoN—Bisnor KEILEY's AccouNT—LocustT GROVE THE CRADLE OF
Carnoricisy 1N GeorGia—Tie Catnoric CHURCH OF SAVANNAH.

Episcopacy in Georgia ‘was coeval with the co’l(;ny's_ establishment.
The Church of England, to which Oglethorpe himself belonged, was its
foster-mother. Though firm in her precepts, it was not with an
ungentle hand that she rocked its cradle; on the bluff at Yamacraw and
gave it a religious impulse, an indoctiination, so to speak, in moral
values, in spiritual ideals, and in reverence for sacred things, to which
our whole subsequent life as a state has been one prolonged echo, re-
verberating even dewn to the present day. Georgia's relationship to the
Church of England is shown in the earliest division of the province into
parishes. Christ Church, at Savannah, is the state's oldest ecclesiastical
organization, reaching back to the pious devotions held .in Oglethorpe 's
tent, on the night of his arrival, when the little band of immigrants
knelt for the first time beneath the stars of a new world. Rev. Henry
Herbert, who accompanied these immigrants on t,ho galley Anne, was
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the colony s first spiritual shepherd. The missionary zeal of the devout
young Wesleys in preaching to the Georgia Indians and in planting at

Savannah the world’s first Sunday school—fifty years ‘i,n advaunce of ~

Robert Raikes—may have presaged the Qform work of coming itiner-
ants; but the great movement known as Methodism iwas still to be
organized. These emissaries of the Cross came to Amerigh as Rpijcopal
divines, and what they here wrought for humanity’s-sake was'wrought
within the bounds of the Chureh of England. Whitefield was aljp an”
Episcopalian, with strong Calvinistic leanings.
But the issues ri#sed by the Revolution between the Crown and the

. colony, eventually weakened though it could nct wholly sever this tie.

Georgia was loath to lower her colonial flag, She loved the historic
island of which she was the youngest offspring, whose langnage she
spoke, whose. traditions she revered: She loved the established, chureh,
its splendid-ritual, its noble history. But when, to gain her independ-
ence, she found hersélf at war with England, it was difficult for her
to avoid a certain feeling of antagoni®n toward_a church so intimately
related to a kingdom against which her sword was drawn; and while

fighting England i)bliticnl she began to relinquish England ccclesiastical. ™

Consequently, it was not until years after the Revolution that Episco-
pacy begali to revives: Even then its renaissance came by glow degrees.
This was due in part to the fact that certain aristocratic eclements
ill-adapted it to pioneer conditions. Years were still to elapse before it
was strong enough to form a separate diocese ; but finally, in 1841, Dr.
Stephen EDiott, of South Carolina, was consecrated its first spiritual
head. Bishop Elliott was one of the choice spirits of all time. He came
of a family illustrious for its scientific attainments and was himself a
man of broad scholarship, of ripe culture, and of spiritual vision. But
having already discussed the beginnifig of the Episcopal Church, we
cannot in this connection treat the subject further.

Presbyterianism came into Georgia with the Scotch IHighlanders.
Efforts to connect Oglethorpe himscIf with this houschold of faith appear
to rest solely upon the fact that, in his political sympathies, he was a
Jacobite, friendly to the cause of the exiled Stuarts. In the absence of
any positive proof as to his religious affiliations, there are numerous
intimations which point to his connection with the established
church. According to Dr. James Stacy,® there were four centers of
early Presbyterianism in Georgia: (1) The community at Darien,
founded in 1735. John McIntosh, sometimes called John Mohr Meln-
tosh, was the head or chief of a clan which settled at this point, on the
upper bank of the Altamaha River; but the pastor of the flock was Rev.
John McLeod. (2) The Midway settlement, in Liberty County, dating
back to 1752. Though organized upon Congregational ‘ines, the church
at Midway became a center of Presbyterian influence in Georgia. With
only two exceptions, it was served by Presbyterian ministers; and all of
the churches to which it gave birth were of the Presbyterian faith and
order. But a full acconnt of the Midway settlement is elsewhere given.
(3) The Inlependent Presbyterian Church, of Savannah, founded in

~41755. -This 18 (he oldest Presbyterian church in the state, the one at

¢ “H-M of the Presbyterian Church in Georgia,’’ James Stacy, pp. 7-10.
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Darivn having been obliterated by the Spanish wars, and the church at
Midway having ceased to exist as an active religious organization. But
the Independent Presbeteriane Chureh at Savannah is without organic
connection with the Sywod of Georgia. (4) In coloniai times there was
a group of Preshyterian churches in Burke County, on Brier and Beaver
crecks.  These afterwardy united to form a single church in the-town
“of Wayneshoro. There was also a Preshyterian community at Queens-
boro, on the Oconee River, u few miles to the south of the present town
of Louisville, near the site of a trading post afterwards known as
Galphinton.  On the outskirts of the town of Washington, there still
stands an immense poplar under.which the first Preshyterian evangelist
to be ordained in Georgia, Dr. John Springer, took the vows of ordina-
tion, on January 21, 1790, Georgia was then a part of the old Presby-
tery of Hopewell, in the Synoil of South Carolina.  This tree measures 155
feet in height, «The cireumference of the trunk is 2% feet, its diameter 9
feet, and the lowest branches are 50 feet from the ground. To state the

sizee of the tred somewhat differently, it is said that a wanon horseback '

stadioned behind it is entirely sereened from the view of persons on
the side l)p[h’lill'. This famous old landmark in Wilkes is not only one
of the largest hut also one of the oldest poplar trees of the tulip-bearing
variety in the United States.

On January 21, 1790, the spreading boughs of this magnificent forest
giant formed the roof of God's first Preshyterian temple in the county
of Wilkes. At this time the Preshytery of South Carolina sent commis-
sioners  to Washington for the purpose of ordaining Rev. John
Springer, an educator of wide note in the early pioneer days. Either
for the reason that enclesed quarters were not to he obtained ingthe
town or hecause the balminess of the summer weather lured them into
the open air, the Preshyters of South Carolina decided te hold the serv-
iwes of ordination under the branches of the great poplar. Tt was quite
the common thing in pioneer days to hold religious meetings ouf of
doors.

The statement is often made by partially informed people to the
effect that the first Preshytery in Georgia was organized on this historic
spot.  No such body ever met here. The whole of the State of (i'eon:ia
was #t this time embraced in the Presbytery of South Carolina; and,
while the commissioners from the othdr side of the river met to perform
what was virtually an act of the Presbytéry of South Carolina, they
did not constitute a meeting of the Presbytery 'itself. The historie
associations which belong to the Preshyterian poplar proceed from the
fact that it witnessed the first ordination .ever performed in Georgia
under the auspices of the Preshyterian Church. - There were ministers
of this denomination in Georgia prior to this time, but they were
ordained before coming into the state.

Smyrna Church, a time-honpred old house of ‘worskip, which stands
in a grove of pines, on the Augusta road, six miles from Washington.
was organized by this early evangel of the frontier.

John Talbot, the wealthiest land owner in Wilkes, was anfelder in
Smyrna Church; and, beside him, in the little graveyard at this place,
sleeps his distinguished son, ‘.\lntt,hcw Talbot, a former governor of
Georgia. e : d

¢ &

neighberhood, the grave of Mr. Springer is supposed at the present tin
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Though a devout and faithful mlinister, Mr. Springer is best remem-
hered as an educator. » At Walnut Hill, on the Mallorysville road, some
four miles from Washington, he established nlsclmul of lligh‘rlmrm-lﬁ-r,
which was known far and wide. Boys wergsént to-him from Augusta,
when the old Richmond Academy there was flourishing in pristine
vigor. John Forsyth, nfft-r\\'unlsw\;,'&\\'urlnox: f (}vorg’«. United States
senator, and minister to Spain, was one-of-this number. Jesse Mereer,
the great Baptist divine, also attended the school at W, ilnut Hill.  Mr.
Springer was at one time president of the boardof trusteds of the dead-.
emy in ‘Washington. He taught school in various places hefore com-
ing to Georgia and was recommended for work on the fronticr hy Gen.
Andrew Pickens, an elder in the church at Long Cane, South Carolina.
He was a native of Delaware and & man in the prime of life witn
ordained to the ministry under the Presbyterian poplar.  He lived only
cight years after entering upon dis labors as a minister.  Mr. Springer

“Qied soon after preaching the funeral sermon of Hon. John Talbot.  On

account of subsequent chamges in bhoundary lines to property i this

to underlie the main highway. He was originally buried s ga
at Walnut ITill. Mr. Springer was a man of gigantic stature, weighing
over onund‘s. In this respect he was rivaled by only two men in
Georgia at the time of his death: Dixon H. Lewis and Sterne Simmons.

It may be stated in this conneetion that the separate organized exist-
ence of the Presbyterian Church in Georgia began with the creation of
the Presbytery of Hopewell on March 16, 1797, at Liberty Church, nine
miles west of Washington. This church was afterwards removed. It is
today represented by Woodstock Church in the county of Oglethorpe.

But while Dr. Springer was the first evangelist to be ordained in
Georgia, he was not the first evangelist to enter the state.  We are now
speaking of Presbyterians. This credit belongs to Rev. John Newton,
who, in 1785, two years after the Revolution, organized the historie old
Presbyterian. Chureh of Lexington. This time-honored landmark is
probably the oldest church in the Synod of Georgia.® The name by
which the church at Lexington was first known was Beth-salem; and at
the time of organization it was located some two mles distant from the
present site. Mr. Newton, wiho was the first Preshyterian winister tp
preach the gospel on the frontier belt of Georgia, servid the church as
pastor for twelve years. When he died, in 1797, he was bu n the .
old churchyard; but, one hundred years later, in 1897, his bedly was
taken up and reinterred in the Presbyterian cemetery at Lexington
Mr. George C. Smith, the present clerk of the session, assisted Mr. New-
ton’s grandson in accomplishing this removal. The original agreement
between pastor and people, exeeuted in 178% when Mr. Newton first took
charge, is still in the possession of the church. The munificent salary
which the pastor was to receive, according to the terms of this contract,
was fixed at fifty pounds and twenty shillings. per annum.

Mr. Smith is the custodian of a precious keepsake in the nature of
a little book, containing the texts from which this pioncer divine

“preached while pastor of Beth-salem Church, from 1785 to 1797: and

* Ibid,, pp. =6-28,
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he also treasures a record of bnpti;;ms, to which great value attaches.
Both of these genuine relics of the early days of Presbyterianism in
Upper Georgia were sent, through Mr. C. A. Rowland, of Athens, to
the Jamestown Centenniale Exposition, where they attracted much
interest.

It was at Lexington, in 1828, that the Presbyterian Theological Semi-
nary, now located at Columbia, South Carolina, was first established,
and the house in which this famous school of the prophets was orgahnized
was still standing in 1912—after the lapse of eighty-four years.

Preshyterianism, with its rigid system of Calvinistic theology, was
a splendid discipline for pioneer days. But allied to Scotch-Irish thrift,
on the one hand, and to Huguenot exclusiveness, on the other, it en-
countered some difficulty in making its peculiar doetrine of election
popular. Moreover, its style of preaching was coldly intellectual. Tt
possessed’ little emotional wagmth; and, notwithstanding the decline of
Episcopacy, with the outhrdak of the Revolution, the Preshyterians,
while reapitg a substantial harvest out of these conditjons, still left a

ich virgin field in which Baptists and Methodists at a later period were
5ustincd t& gather golden sheaves.

The Lutheran Church was planted in Georgia by the pious Salzburg-
ers at Ebenczer in 1733, Here, at the outbreak of the Revolution, there
was a strong church. Likewise, in Savannah, we find a congregation. of
Lutherans during the Colonial period. The Moravian Church was
brought to (ieorgia in 1735 by a colony of Moravians, under th¢ pious
Dr. Gottlich Spangenberg. These colonists made a settlement at Irene,
between Savannah and Ebenezer. More than any other religious sect,
the Moravians were successful to a marked degree in missionary getivi-
ties among the Georgia Indians. There are still to be found in Murray
County the relics of an old mission established by the Moravians among
the Cherokugs, before the close of the eighteenth century; but like the
Cherokees themselves, these gentle evangels of peace have long since
disappeared.

We have already given an extended account of the ﬁrgt settlement
in Georgia made by the Jews.

(‘ongregationalism entered the state in 1752 when the D)r(htsto
Puritans settled at Midway, on the rich alluvial bottom,lands of the
Georgia coast. But while the ¢hig&h at Midway was Congregational
in form, it became a germinal center of Presbyterian activities; and
not until a much later day did Congregationalism as such acquire a
foothold in Georgia. But while the church at Midway bécame a nursery
of Preshyterianism, unsurpassed not only for the number of its contribu.
tions to the Preshyterian pulpit but for the high intellectual and moral
character of the men who bore its religious impress, this historic old
plant was nevertheless a Congregational chureh. It was due entirely to
environment that its fruitage was gathered by Presbyterians. As we
- have aleeady seen, the church at Midway indoctrinated a community in
which the Revolutionary fires were first kindled in Georgia; and from
which governors, United States senators, congressmen, educafors, scien-
tists, diplomats, missionaries and divines have sprung in numbers
equaled nowhere in America hy a community of like size and character.
There is an explanation for this failure of Congregationalism to propa-

. 7 ¥
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gate in Georgia as m New England. So closely allicd in theological
doctrine are Congregational and Presbyterian churches that the two
orders scldom flourish in the same locality, and where Pre shyte sriangsm
is strong Congregationalism™is usually wesk,

To find the begmmn_g of Methodism, we naturally go back to the
Wesleys, from whom in after years Qns gn"t reli IO‘S organization re-
ceived its quickening impulse, but the Wesle)s at ffus time were only
its forerunners. It was not until they returned to &.nzlalnl that the
Methodiste ceased to be a religious society \nt\m the pnlc of the ]“pls
copal rch and became an independent religious orgmumlmn Even
Whitefield, who touched elbows with the Wesleys in this society of Meth-
odists at Oxford, was an out-andout Calvinist, most decidedly at \url-
ance in his theology with the Methodists of a later day, whose creed Tas
distinctly Arminian. Tt was not until after the Revoiution that Meth-
odism acquired a foothold in Georgia. Eventually its clear note of
evangelisim, its emotional style of preaching, its freedom from all rit-
ualistic forms and oeremoﬂies, and its broad invitation to conve rts, unre-

* stricted by the doetrine of election, were destined to bring a IW
neer

of converts to its banners. But the hlstory .of Methodism in-its

days was a struggle for existence against seemingly overw helming. odds;
and for }-‘ears, like a frngrant. flower of the wilderness, it blossomed in
obseure places, ‘ofttimes in deep forest solitudes, remote from towns
and cities, where the Indian’s tomahawk was still dripping with the
blood of his slaughtered victims. What is today known as the Meth-
odist camp-meeting is a reminiscence, a memorial, so to speak, of these
arcadian days of Methodism.

Dr. James W. Lee, in a work of recogmzed authonty, tells of how the
Methodist Church started in Georgia. Says he:*

‘‘Georgia was a state in which, at the close of the Revolutionary war,
the Anglican Church was extinet. Savannah, which had been selocted
fifty years before as a center of Methodist religious life, was now noted
for its godlessness. Indeed, so strong was the prejudice against Meth-
odism in this busy seaport that it was not until 1811 that a church was
planted there. The new Methodism traveled across the South Carolina
frontier with the settlers, who took up lands in the interior. The pioncer
preachers were Thomas Humphries, a fine-looking man, who preached
with great earnestness and power, and John Major, who, a conslant suf-
ferer from ill health, was more pathetic in his address, and ¢ d the
name of ‘the weeping prophet.” At the first conference held”in the
state, in April, 1788, ten members were present, and Asbury came south
to preside. Among the members were two notable men—Richard Ivy.
who was appointed an elder at the Christmas Conference of 1784, and
the Maryland carpenter, Hope Hull, a maa of fine phystjue and great
courage, who, notwithstanding the disadvantages of his early training,
valued education next to religion, and succeeded in making good his
deficiencies. He married the daughter of a prominent Georgian, hecame
one of the board of trustees of the University at Athens, an institution
‘» which he devoted much of his time and energics, and gained a high

“reputation as a powerful and persuasive pulpit orator, at home in ad-

*¢Illustrated History of Methodism,’’ Lee and Luccock, pp. 307-308.
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dressing educated audiences. He left descendants who became promi-
nent ineducation and polities in the state,

“The first completed Methodist Church in Georgia was in Wilkes
County. near Washington, and was knowrr as Grant's meeting house.
Here in 1789, the second conference met, Asbury again presiding.
Thomas Grant was a Virginian of Seoteh deseent, whose people had be-
longed to “the Preshyterian Church.  The family migrated to North
Carolina, and thenee, in 1784, removed to Wilkes County in Georgia.
During a long and useful life, this liberal-minded and pious man was a
pillar of the church in Georgia, and the warm friend and benefactor of
every traveling preacher. L

At this conference Hope Hull was appointed to Savannah town,
where, nearly sixty vears before, the Wesleys had labored, none too
suecessfully,  The tradition of the “meddling Methodists® unfortu-
nately lingered about the plage, and he met with a hostile reception. The
Calvinists, represented by able men in the Preshyterian and Baptist
churches, were strongly intfenched in the town, and Hull found that he,
could not obtai a footing. It was not, indeed, until the year 1811 that
the-town of Savannah ¢uld boast of a Methodist society or mecting
house.  Methodism entered Georgia from the interior, and “depended
for its support on families like that of the Grants, who had moved: south-
ward trom Virginia or the Carolinas,  The work in Georgia pretty much
resembled that in Kentucky and elsewhere along the Indian frontier.
There were no bridges and no turnpikes: in many counties not a pane
of glass was to be found in any of the houses; nor were there many
saw mills to provide the material for frame houses. The men were hard-
working pionevrs, who, dressed in hunting-shirts, went barefoot or wore
Indian moecasins; the women dressed in the homeliest of homespun gar-
ments.  Ignorant they were, but honest and simple-hearted, and ready
to share their simple mealsgof lye hominy and venison with the travel-
ing preachers. e received no salary, for money was a commodity that
was hardly existent in these remote parts. Some of the preachers,
indeed, had not as much as five dollars in cash to spend during a whole
year. It was among the poorest of the Georgians that Methodism first
planted itself, and the results were very modest for many years.’

Kiokee Creek, # small tributary of the Savannah River, in the upper =
part of Columbia County, furnisihed the sucmuwn..eq‘ﬁ'alvm in which the
earliest Georgia Baptists were immersed. On January 1, 1771, Daniel
Marshall, an ordained Baptist minister, sixty-five years of age, moved
fron: Horse Creek, South Carolina, and settled with his family on Kiokee
Creek. about twenty miles north of Avgzusta. He had-organized two
churches in South (arolina, and while residing at Horse Creek he made
frequent evangelistic tours into Georgia, preaching with wonderful
fervor, chietly in groves. Says a work of recognized authority : ©

**We will gaze upon kim as he conduets religious services. The scene
is a sylvan grove, and Daniel Marshall is on his knees, engaged in prayer.
While he beseeches the throne of grace, a hand is laid upon his shoulder
and he hears a voice say :

* **History of the Baptist Denomination in Georgia.!” Compiled by the Chris-
ti#n Index, s b
&
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***You are my prisoner!’ : . )

“Rising to his feet, the earnest-mimded mau of God tinds himself con-
fronted by an officer of the law. He is astonished at being arrested under
such cireumstances, for preaching the gospelsin the Parish 61 St. Paul :

but he has violated the legislative enactment o 758, which established |

religious worship in the colony according 'to the rites.and l"l_:r‘lllullil"ﬂuw
the Church of England. Ie is made to give security for s appeavanive
in Augusta on the following Monday, and is then allowed fo continue thy

services. But to the surpriee of avery.one present, the im]immti.“n which
 swells the hosom of Mr. rshall finds vent through the lips of his wife.

who has witnessed the whole scene.  With the solemnity of the prophets
of old. she denounces the law under which her liushand has heen appre-
hended. and. to sustain her position she quotes many passages from the
Holy Scriptures, with a force which carries convietion. "

““One of the most interested listeners to her exposition was the con-
stable, Mr. Samuel Cartledge, who was so. deeply convineed by the
inspired words of exhortation which fell fom her lips that his conver-
sion was the resalt: arid, in 1777, he was baptized by the very man whoni
he then held under arrest. After the interruption caused by the inci-
dent dbove described, Mr. Marshall preached a sermon of great power,
and hefore the meeting wis over he baptized, in the mighlmrixvz ereek,
two converts, who proved to be rélatives of the very man who stood secur-
ity for his appearance at court. On the day appointed Mr. Marshall
went to Augusta, and after standing a trial was ordered to desist; hut
he boldly replied in the language of the Apostles, spoken under similar
circumstances : .

¢ “Whether it be right to obey God or man, judge ye.’

‘Tt is interesting to note that the magistrate who tried him, (Colonel
Barnard, was also afterwards converted. "Though never immersed, he
was strongly tinetured with Baptist doetrines, and often exhorted sinners
to flee from the wrath to come. He lived and died in the Church of Eng-
land. Following this dramatic episode, Mr. Marshail does not seem to
have met with further trouble; but the outbreak of the Revolution soon
suspended religious activities.

“Daniel Marshall was born at Windsor, Conn., in 1706, of Preshy-
terian parents. He was a man of great natural ardor and holy zeal.
For three years he buried himself in the wilderness and preached to
the Mohawk Indians near the head waters of the Susquehanna River,
War among the savage tribes led him to remove ultimately to Virginia,
where he became a convert to Baptist views. He was immersed at the
age of forty-eight, his wife submitting to the ordinayoo at the same time:
and then, after preaching for several years in the two Carolinas. he came
“to Georgia, settling on Kiokee Creek at the time ahove mentioned.

“Though neither learned nor eloquent, he possessed the rugged
strength of mind which fitted him for pioneer work. and he knew the
Seriptures. From his headquarters on Kiokee K Creck he went forth
preaching the Gospel with great power. By uniting those whom he .lmd
baptized in the raighborhood with other Baptists who lived on hoth sides
»of the Savannah er, he formed and organized Kiokee Baptist (‘hnrdr.
in the $pring of 1772; and this was the first Baptist Church ever consti-
tuted %ﬂi limits of Georgia.

-
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“The Act incorporating the Kiokee Baptist Church was signed by
Edward Telfair, Governor; Seaboard Jones, Speaker of the House, and
Nathan Brownson, President of the Senate. It is dated Decembeér 23,
1789, seventeen years sitbsequent fo the actual time of organization. The
first meeting house was built where the town of Appling now stands.
Danicl Marshall became the pastor. He served in this capacity until
November 2, 1784, when he died in his seventy-eighth year. Abraham
Marshall, his son, continued his work. o

“When this pioneer minister moved into the State, he wns the only
ordained Baptist clergyman within its bounds; but he lived to preside
at the organization of the Georgia Association, in the fall of 1784, when
theére were half a dozen churches in the State, hundreds of converts, and
quite 8 number of preachers. His grave lies a few rods south of Appling
Court House, on the side of the road leading to Augusta. He sleeps
neither forgotten nor unsung, for every child in the neighborhood can
lead the strapger to Daniel Marshall’s grave.”’

On December 23, 1789, the pioneer Baptist Church in Georgia was

in¢orporated by an act of the Legislature under the name of ‘‘ Anabap-
tist Church'on the Kioka,"' with the following trustees: Abraham Mar-
shall, William Willingham, Edmond Cartledge, John Landers, James
Simms, Joseph Ray and Lewis Gardner.®

Georgia during the colonial period, was an asylum exclusively for
oppressed Protestants. Consequently, it was not until a full decade
after the Revolution that even the smallest beginning was made in
Georgia by the Church of Rome. The first house of worship to be erected
by Catholics in Georgia arose in 1796 on the frontier belt of Wilkes
County, not far from the site of the present Town of Washington. #Our
authority for this statement is the Right Rev. Benjamin J. Keiley,
Bishop of the Catholic See of Savannah. Says he:t ‘“The cradle of
Catholicity i Georgia—so far as regards the first building for divine
worship—was at Locust Grove, in what was then the county of Wilkes.
Near the close of the eighteenth century a few Catholics came from
Maryland and settled at Locust Grove. Their reason for leaving Mary-
land was no credit to their neighbors. They were visited at irregular
intervals by priests, but in 1799 a French priest, Rev. Mr. Sonze, came
from. San Domingo, and remained Io;.some time. He ereeted the first
chapel for Catholic service in Georg:l. In 1821 Bishop England visited
Locust Grove, at which time the old log church was taken down and a
frame building erected. Father O’Donoghue was pastor until Decem-
ber, 1822, when Rev. Patrick Sullivan was appointed by Bishop England.
Excellent schools were established by these Catholic colonists, and our
great commoner, Alexander H. Stephens, received there his early train-
ing. Father Peter Whelan, the farmer-priest, as he was called, was
pastor at Locust Grove for eighteen years. Locust Grove suffered from
the stories of the wondrous fertility of the Mississippi Valley and most
of the colonists left only to meet disaster, failure and death in what
was then the Far West.”” In 1801 an act.was passed by the Ifgislature
incorporating the Catholic Church of Savannah. Its charter members

* ““‘Marbury and Crawford's Dlgut, p- 143.
t ** Landmarks, Memorials and Legwdl,” Knight, IT, pp. 1053105,
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were: Don Emanuel Rengll, Thomas Dollghan, Thomas Callaghan,
John Shaw, Francis Roma, Bartholemew Coquillon and John Moequette
Montalet. These were declared to be a body corparate, st)lcd the Trus- »
tees of the Roman Catholic Churc?rq{ the City of Savannah.*

' ™
* ¢‘Clayton's Compilation,’’ p. 10. . N ,‘j A \_J
\-h
*
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CHAPTER XII -

A

Socian CoNpITIoNs AT THE CLOSE OF THE EtGuTEENTH CENTURY—UGEOR-
GIA's Expassion Brgoca—Most oF THE STATE'S WEALTH AND CUL-
TRk CENTERED 1IN TheE Coast SerTLEMENTS—How THE Ricn
PLANTERS LIVED—LORDS 0F THE LOWLANDS-—SPLENDID ESTATES—
EXTENSIVE  LIBRARIES—HANDSOME  CARRIAGES—LARGE  BoDIES  OF

Rever Bortos axp SEA-ISLAND LaNDs CULTIVATED BY SLAVES—UPPER.

GEORGIA—THE  VIRGINIANS—THE  NorTit - CarRoLINIANS—ToBacco
KAISING—SPORTS AND PASTIMES—LITTLE {'OMMUNICATION BETWEEN
g Up-CouNTRY AND THE CoasT—Rivanky Berwees THE Tar HeeL
SETTLERS AND THE VIRGINIA COLONISTS GIVEs RISE To PARTY SPIRIT—
Birrer Porimiean Ferps—Tue GeorGla CrRaCcKER—How Tine NaMEe
ORIGINATED—UOVERNOR GILMER'S ACCOUNT OF Up-COUNTRY SETTLE-
MENTS, ESPECIALLY OF THE NORTH CAROLINIANS AT Loxg CaNe—
OLp WiLLs ExaMiNED, SHowING CoNpITIONS oF LIFE ON THE Frox-
TiER—How JUSTICE WaS ADMINISTERED—LIFE IN BURKE—W AYNEs-
BORO, AN ARISTOCRATIC CENTER—LONGSTREET’S (EORGIA SCENES—
JoRNsTON'S DUKESBORO TALES—POPULATION—EXPORTS— I MPORTS—
Tue BeciNNiNGs 0F A GREAT STATE—WITH THE ABFENT OF THE
NINeTEENTH CENTURY, A NEW PERIOD OPENS.

Norgs: Owp ReckersvitLe—Tue  Minria Pri—Tue Oup FrELp
SCHOOL. .

To understand social conditions in Georgia at the close of the
eighteenth century, we must recognize two distinct ¢enters of develop-
ment, each of which, independent of the other, contributed its separate
life-current and sent its individual pulse-beat throbbing into the Georgia
wilderness—chiefly along the Indian trails. This bi-focal process of
expansion was due to the fict that, opening to the ingress of settlers,
there weré two gateways by which immigrants could enter the state.
One of these was at the ocean front, looking across a wide waste of waters
to the Old World. The other, in what was then the far northeastern
corner of the state, guarded the mountain trails ‘which threaded the
interlying valleys of the great Appalachians.

As we have already seen, the Georgia seaboard was settled in the
main by immigrants who came from thesnorths of Europe. The original
colonists sailed from England. Savannah, therefore. was an English
settlement in the strictest sense of this term. Darien was settled by
Scoteh Highlanders. Frederica was a military stropghold. Ebenezer
was settled by German Salzburgers. The Dorchester colonists at Mid-
way came by this water route from South Carolina.

Most of Gieorgia’s weglth and refinement at this time was concen-
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trated in these coast settlements. Savannah was the principal seat of
culture. Some of the confiscated estates of the ofil royalists' were
Jbaronial in extent, embellished with jm‘ﬁdsonw driveways, Tountains and
statues and enriched \md ail the charms of English country life,
including a stately* manor house, in which elegant portraits adorned the

walls. On the rich sea-islarids mleng the coastsand on the rich alluvial |

bottoms of the mainland there were vast plantations, on which slaves
were employed in large numbers. 'I‘Ilose"ealthy vq'xisl aristocifits.owned

ensive libraries, wore costly. fabrics, planted oi' modern scientifie
principles, owned handsome family carriages in which thay traveled in
a sort of regal splendor, imported luxuries and dainties from abroad, and
dispensed a hospitality whose counterpart was to be found oftly in the
palaces of London. These lords of the Georgia lowlands educated their
sons in Europe, stocked their wine-cellars with produets of the rarest
vintage, and gave even their humblest slaves a taste of life to which the

greatest thief of the uplands was a total stranger. Maldrial conditions’
. on the coast, however, especiaﬂy in the neighborhood of Sunburydbecame
‘such that in summer the planters were obliged to betakethgmSelves to

higher points further inland, and out of these retreats in after years

gxtx_[\; large towns. . p

ut Uppér Georgia was populated almost exclusively by immigrants
who came tfrom the western part of North Carolina and from the horder
counties of Virginia. These immigrants were sturdy pioncers, men of
strong muscular frames and fearless spirits, well fitted for life on the
perilous frontier. Wilkes County was the center toward which all the
converging lines of immigration ran when this section of Georgia was
opened to settlement just after the Revolution. Indecd, as carly as
1773, Stephen Heard had planted a colony of Virginians on the site of the
present Town of Washington, where he built a rude vioneer fort, after-
wards called Fort Heard or Heard’s Fort. Governor Wright had aec-
quired an extensive tract of land in this neighborhood under a treaty
with the Indians, negotiated in the year above named. It was to Heard’s
Fort that the seat of government was shifted when Augusta fell into the
hands of the British. John Talbot, a wealthy landowner from Virginia,
also acquired an exteénsive grant of land in Wilkes County at an carly
period, but it was not until after the Revolution that he migrated to
Georgia. Then a tremendous influx of population be " en. George
Mathews, afterwards twice governor of the state, pure n 1784 what
was known as the ‘“Goose Pond’’ tract, on Broad River, where he planted
a colony of Virginians, from which some of the most distinguished men
of the state afterwards sprung. Included among the Virginia families
in this district, some on the east side of the river in what is now Elbert.
others on the west side in what is now Oglethorpe, were the Meriweth-
ers, the Gilmers, the Taliaferros, the Barnetts, the Freemans, the Bibbs,
and others. It is more than likely, however, that the first comers into

" Wilkes were North Carolinians and that a preponderating element of the

population were from the Tar Heel State. Elijah Clarke. himself a

North Carolinian, organized on the frontier belt of Wilkes a band of

partisan rangers, at the head of which he waged a relentless warfare

against. the Tories. So rapid was the growth of population in Upper

Georgia after the Revolution that, in 1790, when there were only 85,000
S~
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people living in Georgia, 31,000 of these resided in Wilkes. As a rule,
the Virginians were better educated than the North Carolinians; they
also possessed more of the comforts and luxuries of life; and they found
congenial if not luerative employment in raising tobacco, a plant which
they had learned to cultivate in the Old Dominion. Prof. Lawton B.
Evans has given us a glimpse into the life of these tobaceo planters.

. Says he: **In the northern part of the State, a great deal of tobacco was

raised. - The tobaceo, when cured, was pressed into huge and securely

bound hogsheads.  Around the tops of these hogsheads were pinned '

wooden felloes, which made a wheel at each end, and in the center of
each head a large pin was inserted to serve as an axle. A hickory pole
was split at one end to form shafts, which were fastened to the axle.
Mules or oxen were hitehed to the pole, and as they moved they drew the
hogshead along.  Many of these teams would go together for company,
and the drivers were called tobacco rollers. A road known as the tobaceo,
road begins, in the upper portion of the State and winds in and out
until it reaches the Savanmah river below the shoals in Richmond
eounty, peculiarity of this road is that nowhere is it crossed by
water, this having been necessary to save the tobacco from injury by
wetting.  When the river was reached, the hogsheads were placed on
flatboats and floated to Savannah.”” * '

_Life in the Georgia uplands was diversified at this time by all the
sports ineident to pioneer days, chiefly, of course, hunting and fishing:
But carousals, frolics and dances made existence a dream in hours of
relaxation. Fights between rowdies during court week were of constant
occurrence, at which time, also, whiskey flowed freely with the cus-
tomary cffeets.  Shooting for prizes and horse-racing were both fa¥orite
pastimes. “Whenever a contest of the former sort was held a beef was
usually quartered to furnish the trophies. There were féw books in the
homes of thise people, most of whom lacked even the rudiments of an
education. ‘

Between the upeountry and the coast settlements there was little com-
munication except of a strictly business character; and i relation to
each other they stood in almost polar contrast. But there were multi-
tudes of small farmers, in the lowlands of the state, scattered among the
pine barrens to the south and west of Savannah, just as there were thou-
sands of well-to-do planters in the ditant hill country, where the Georgia
cracker built his cabin fires and tilled his'scant acres of ground.t

* ‘‘History of Georgia,’’ p. 102. - .

t Oriaiy or TiE ExPrEss1 N—*‘Croraia Cracker.’’—Whence originated the ex-
pression ‘‘Georgia Cracker’’ The antiquarian who will answer this conundrum with
proof to satisfy the questioner will incur the gratitude of posterity for all time to
come, In the ‘‘New International Encyclopedia’’ it is said that the term was
derived from the custom of the poor whites in the mpuntainous districts of the
South whose practice it was to crack the corn which they ate. Col. Richard Malcolm

Johnston carries the genesis back to the time of the American Revolution when, .

among the followers of Gen. Francis Marion, in the guerilla warfare which he
conducted in the Carolina swamps, there were a rumber of Georgia fangers who
were unusually expert in handling the rifle, the crack of which was heard with great
alarm by the British soldiers, who. referred to the riflemen as ‘‘Georgia Crackers.’’
Bill Arp theorizes that, when the thrifty Scotchmen, who lived about Darien, came
in contact with the worthless elemenfs”of the upper country, theéy called them
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During the Revolutionary period there were no class distinetions,
except as these were implied in the terms Whig and Tory., But soon
after the close of hostilities, we find the begininings of social caste; and
between Virginians and North Garolinians there came to he’as much
antagonism as between thé uplande .and 1!31\-01\5! plpnters. Indead,
the bitter partisan politics of Georgia's-early days’@eew cut of these
differences. John Clarke, a North Carolimian, \us.snmi‘)n,}l almost as
a unit by settlers from the Tar Heel State. On l\e other hind, Williaf
H. (‘raﬁ'f*d, a Virginian, was followed with an unwavering loyalty hy
all who had emigrated from the Old Dominion. Between these two great

leaders there was waged for years gne of the bitterest fights known to

Georgia politics. - As a rule, the cultured aristocrats of the coast wert
allies in politics of the Virginia element, while the small farmers in
the'low country. made common cause with the North Carolinians.
“.Governor Gilmer, a Georgian, born in the Broad River scttlement, of
\'ir{;inia parentage, has leftsus a racy account of how the North' Caro-
linians dived. It-must be taken, however, with some allowance of dis-
count, as the old governor was not without’his full share of “vinon, f

‘this day of feudal animosities. Says he:*® “These North Carolina
settlers livdd upon game and the milk of the cnttlg carried with-them in

their emigration. wHogs, sheep, and peultry were not ‘to he had except
in the fewest numbers. It was a hard time when the breakfast of a
family depended upon catching an opossum overnight or a rabbit in the

* morning., The range was so unrestricted that the cows often wandered

away beyond returning or finding, so that the children had no milk to
wash down their otherwise dry bread.  The plow horses had to be turned
on the wild grass to get their food. They strayed away heyond finding
if their legs were not fastened together, so that the art of hobhling was
as important as the blacksmith’s. Bells were put upon them for the
purpose of indicating their whereabouts, and then the Indians, if on the
frontiers, carried them of. It was a long time before the children had
more than one biscuit apicee on Sunday mornings. There were no tan-
neries or well-instructed shoemakers. Skins were hung in running
streams till the hair could be slipped cff, and then they were tanued in
a trough. Most went without shoes the greater part of the year. The
first houses were log cabins with dirt floors and clapboard coverings.
Toads and serpents were often found crawling over the floo he
rattle of the rattlesnake and the cry of the panther often sent thehil-
dren home in a hurry when hunting the cows. After working all day

« crackers’’ from an old Gaelic word which meant ‘‘idlers’’ or ‘'hoasters.”’ But
Lawton B. Evans, whose ‘‘8chool History of Georgiu'' is an excelleft epitome of
things (ieorgian, *ays that the term may easily have originated in the accomyplish
ments of the wagon-drivers of North Georgia. In the days which antedated the iron-
horse, they developed the most marvelous skill in cracking the whip, making the
reports round like rifle-shots fired in quick successipn. It will he seen from this
digest of opinions that the authorities are'somewhat at variance; but whatever may
be = - true parentage of the expression it came to be applied to the mountain whites
who liVed in North Georgia; and sometimes the term is applied to Georginne generally
by people in other states when disposed to speer or in speuking with the broad

<. Ly‘enu of good natsred raillery.

';Gilmer 's Georgians,'' pp. 178-.1.7b
Vol 128 » -
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they sat around the hearth at night picking the lint from the cotton seed.
Their only fruits were wild haws and grapes.”’

Continuing his portrayal, Governor Gilmer adds: *‘*All work, little
play, no fruit, poor eating, thin clothing, open houses, hard beds and few
blankets, made children hardy or killed them. No novels, pianos; or
idlness filled the heads of the girls with vain imaginings. The singing
at the meeting houses of the primitive Baptists tempted few to attend
for the sake of the melody.
people was dancing at night. The married women sought recreation from
their six days’ work by visiting their neighbors on Sunday. The men
went to musters, shooting matches and horse races on Saturdays. House-
keepers treated their friends and their own families to a pudding when
company came, and the man of the house drew forth his bottle ‘of
whiskey. The clothing of the girls was provided by their own weaving.
Hollow trees provided cradles for their babies. The preacher and the
schooimaster, the first to commence the onward march of civilization,
were very slow in reaching outskirt settlements. Most who did were
druMken Irishmen or dissolute Virginians, who found the restraints of
society in the Old Country too binding for their comfort, and; there-
fore, moved to the new. It appears from the records in the Court of
Ordinary of Wilkes County that five out of sixteen wills had the ‘maker’s
mark put to them instead of their signature.””

Perhaps nothing will better serve to throw light upon social condi-
tions in Upper Georgia at the close of the eighteenth century than to
examine some.of the old wills. Doctor Smith has preserved a num-
ber of inventories, from which we get not only an insight ingo the prices
paid for certain commodities at this time, but also an insight into how
these people lived on the pioneer belt. Let us look at the following list : ®

Ong negro boy, £50; 1 bed, 7s.; 1 pail and 1 piggin, 4s.; 1 wash-tub,
2 keelers, 4s.; 1 horse, £24; 1 saddle 00; 1 razor and 2,000 #cres of land
in Richmond County, £50; 1 old gray horse, 3s.

Another appraisement shows:

One sorrel mare, £6; 1 mare, £1; 1 horse, £3; lhorqe colt, £4; 6 head
cattle, £20; 1 riegro boy, £20; 1 negro girl, £30; 1 axe, frying-pan and
pothook, 3s.; 1 linen wheel, 5s.; old pewter, 15s.; hntter-tub, 2s.; 5 old
feather beds, £5; 1 pot, 10s. 1%

Another estate was: d

Four negroes, 3 ould basins, 7 plates, 1 fryi ing-pan, 1 piggin, 1 earthen
plate, 2 chairs, 1 table, 2 sides leather.

Another was:

Thirteen negroes, 6 horses, 7 1hvep 60 hogs, 23 cattle.

And another:

Sixty hogs, 8 sheep, 10 cattle, loom. knives and forks, flax wheel,
turkey feather bed, 9 plates. 3

In 1795 an inventory calls for:

Eleven negroes, 29 hogs, 1 still, 30 pounds pewter.

Up to this time the only well-furnished house is tht of a physician
in Washington, and the only library is that of Mr. William Rogers, a
teacher. The condition of the roads and the difficulty of transportation

e . v
* “‘Story of Georgin t;nnl u.: Georgia People,’’ George G. Smith, p. 136.

The great pleasure indulged in by the young
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forbade anything like the complete furnishing of any home, hut, as is
seen, a few years after the Revolution there was a great alundance of
the necessaries of life. ™ .

These inventories, give ‘h,\m-r insight into the domestie affuirs of
the first settlers than’ any gene rﬂclmuu‘tmn '

Coneerning the ‘mode of life pn-\uh nt at thl\ timesamong 1|n Vir
ginians, Doctor Smith gives us this bit of informatidn. ~Says heo 2 hnme-
diately after the ‘Revolution, there was a lu{p- influx‘ef V' nunu.un'wlm

in better circumstances and who brought with them from Virginia,

in their large wagons, a supply of hetter furniture. As iliistrative of
this, we have the furnitare of John Wingfield, or. as he is writtey, John
Winkfield, who died in 1798. He had, besides a sufficient supply of
plain household and kitchen effects, some articles mentioned in no
other inventory up to that fime. - They were bacon, sugar, turkeys, a
riding chair, some books, some lard, and some table-cloths.  Te had
twenty-seven negroes, “the largest number n-portml up to that gime.
¢ ® ¢ These slaves and those of the low country-planters werfof a
ven different class. Though Africans by lineage, they \\nr‘h\fuiuiuns
by birth. In looking over the tax- lists in Wilkes, there is not a slave-
holdér who has over thirty negroes up to the heginning of the century,
-while on the ~oast there were not a few slave-holders who had largely
over one hundred.”” * )

As to the difficulties sometimes enconntered in administering justice
at this time, Governor Gilmer says: ‘‘'Prisoners, in the absence of a
jail, were bound with hickory withes and confined occasionally by put-
ting their heads between the rails of a fence and sometimes by putting
them in pens.”” To this Doctor Smith adds:t **The Tories had little
chance for fair trials.  In 1779 seven were condemned at one court.
According to the records, one man was indicted for treason, hog-stealing,
horse-stealing. and other misdemeanors. Even after the war, when a
man who was accused of stealing a horse from General Clarke was ac-
quitted, the old soldier arrested him and marched him off to a conveni-
ent tree and was about to hang him anyhow, when Nathaniel Pendleton,
a distinguished lawyer, suceceded in beggiug the poor fellow off,"”

Pioneer lifé in Greene. a county on the upper horder, detached from
Washington, in 1786, is piclur(:d by Doctor Smith in the following para-
graph. Says he:f *‘The first settlers lived on the erecks near the
river, and for their own protection in ¢lose proximity to cach other. A
blockhouse was generally built at a convenient distance, and the families
upon the approach of the Indians fled to it for protection. The men left
their families in the blockhouse and went into the fields to cultivate the
corn patches from which they hoped to make their hread.  Until the ces-
sation of the Oconee war there was constant peril and the inmigration
of people of means was small: but by 1790 there were five thousand four
hundred and five people in the several-counties then known as Greene,
of whom one thousand three hundred and seventy-seven were negroes,

* t*Story of Georgia aml the Georgia People,”’ George G. Smith, ppi. 147 140,
t Ibid., p 137,

$Ibid, p. 159,
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There was constant apprehension of Indian forays and troops of soldiers
were kept under arms.
““In 1794 there was a troop. of dragoons commanded by Captain
Jonas Fouche, of which we have a roster in White's collections.”
Closely approximating the style of life found on the Georgia coast
was the comparative ease, elegande, and luxury in which some of the
planters of Burke lived during this period. Governor Telfair owned
extensive plantations in this county. The Town of Waynesboro was an
aristocratic center, in one of the charming homes of which President
Washington had been entertained on his visit to Georgia in 1791. To
quote’ from this same authority on Georgia's early days:® *‘Nowhere
was-old Virginia life of a century gone by so reproduced as in Burke
sixty years since. The large plantation was under the management of
the overseer. The factor in Augusta or Savannah cashed the drafts of
the planter and supplied his larder with such luxuries as he might desire
from the city. Ilis egyriages and his horses were of the best order, and
he supplied his library with the best books and periodicals. The wealth
he c-njo_vmr he had ®nherited, and he was often dependent upon the
sagacity of others to keep it from leaving him. This was one kind, and
the number was not large, of Burke colinty planters, and there were a
few in all the neighboring counties of the same class. Then there were
others much more numerous who had made their fortunes by hard work,
and who, while they gave their children all that wealth could secure
in the way of luxury, were themselves hard-working, close-trading men,
who read no books and put on no style, but who knew how to manage
negroes and make cotton. Then there was a class of poor plain people
“who lived in the pine woods, few of whom had any slaves. They lived
in log cabins on small bodies of land, and lived by their own labor. They
rafted ranging timlm‘,ﬁydown the Savannah river, made shingles in the
cypress swamps, and raised some cattle and sheep. They had little to
do with the wealthy people of the oak woods, and knew but little of them.
There was no county in the State before the war began in which there
was a worthier, more contented or more prosperous people than l‘hg;
people of Burke county. The wonderful cotton-producing quality_ of

the land turned the county into one great plantation, except in the pine ~

woods. Negroes increased in numbers, and es who began life with a
few found themselves the owners of scores.”” * .

But to return to the upcountry. One of the great difficulties of this
early period was to secure competent instructors even in the <rudi-
mentary branches of an English” éducation. Governor Gilmer’s first
teacher was a vagabond sailor, **who used to whip the children on cold
days for exercise.”” He turned out to be a thief and fled the country
between tvo suns. If one desires to make a more intimate study of
social conditions in Georgia; at this time, he is referred te Judge Long-
street’s delightful little volume entitled: ‘‘ Georgia Seenes,””  Here he
will find portrayed *‘The Militia Drill,”” *‘The Gander Pulling,”" ‘‘The
Horse Swap,’” “‘The Shooting Mateh”” and ‘‘The-Village Fight”” of &
century ago. To the charming contribution made by Judge Longstreet
to the literature of this period may be added the famous ‘*Dukesboro

/

* “‘Story of Georgia and the Georgia Peo'ple,""‘déorge G. Smith, p. 131.

‘%
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Tales,”" from the cultured pen of Richard Maleolm Johnston. Both of
these writers have embalmed for us many rare phases of life in Georgia
during this remote period. It was an era of trausition, an era of great
hardships and perils, an era mn which good and bad" were. strangely
blended : and at spme of its inconsistencies, we caniot suppress a Smile.
For example, whisky drinking was universal, Everyone drapk. In
fact, the nearest approach to temperance af’ this-tinie was drisking in
moderation. It was not in the least inconsistent for a church 1 Jember
cither to distil corn whisky ‘or to make peach brandy, if{ie prmhl\'}’“ i
good article. Sayg Doctor Smith: **One of the hest men i Georgia, i
enthusiastic and liberal Methodist, who, because he thought slavery was
wrong freed all ‘his slaves, but left his still to his son, who like himsel?
was a Methodist class-leader.””

—_—
.

Georgia's population, at the close of the eignteenth century, as indi-
cated by the Federal census of 1800, was 163,000 inhabitants, showing,
an increase of 100 per cent in ten yéars. There were no large towns in

the state.” Sa\'a‘gnah, the ‘chief center of population, numbered 5,000 in-

habitants; and was practically the only seaport. Neither Brunswick
nor St. Marys possessed much importance ds ports of entry; while Sun-
bury—onee a rival'ef Savannah—was fast disappearing £rom the map.
Georgia’s principal exports, most of which passed through the”port of
Savannah, were lumber, rice, indigo, corn, cotton, sago, naval stores,
deer-skins, snake root, myrtle and live-stock. These were valued in
round numbers at $1,750,000. Her imports were relatively of much
less importance, consisting of produce from the West Indies, dry-goods,
wines, ciders and teas. These were consumed largely by the wealthy
classes who lived in the tide-water region; and only a very small per-
centage of what was imported reached the upcountry where conditions
of pioneer life prevailed, But the state’s -population was steadily in-
creasing. Streams of immigrants from the two Carolinas and from the
border counties of Virginia began rapidly to pour into the state as new
counties were opened for settlement, contributing fresh clements of
strength to Georgia’s population.

Up to this point, we have discussed at some length the beginnings of
a great state, dealing largely with fundamental things upon which the
future growth of the commonwealth was to rest. We have shown how
Georgia entered the Federal Union, how a state constitution was framed
under which Georgia was to live contented for sixty-three years; how
a great university was planted from whose fountain springs her intel-
lectual life was to be nourished; how a monstrous fraud was exposed
and repudiated; how a great religious awakening shook her virgin
solitudes, re-enforcing the moral weapons with whica she was to fight
the forces of evil ; and now, having completed this task, we find ourselves
at the portals of a new century, into whose unexplored depths fresh
paths invite us.*

HisToric OLD RUCKERSVILLE: A RURAL JOMMUNITY OF THE ANTE-BELLUM
B0UTH.—On tu¢ banks of the Savannah River, in the good old County of Elbert,

‘hgoul in ante-bellum days for its rich tobaeco plantations and for its fine old

coleial mansions, owned by. wealthy settlers from Virginia, there flourished before

——
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the war an aristoeratic community, known as Ruckersville,

It was “the birth-place,
imn n

. %, of Associate-Justice Joseph R. Lamar, of the Supreme Court of the
( m‘h'-l States.  Here, too, was born the brilliant novelist editorial writer, Mrs. Corra
White Harrix, Joseph Rueker, the chief potentate of the village, around whom the
activities of this rural community, in large measure, centered was Judge Lamar's
grandfather.  Some idea of this unique character, and of the neighborhood in

oroyes

Joserir RUcker
Ante-Bellum Financier and Planter

X v live ¢ 3
which he hivedd, may be gleaned from the folluwing account:  Whoever writes of ola

“Ruekersville —the  Ruekersville of  ante-bellum  days—to  write intelligently, must

speak of a whole community!  Not those alone who lived within the confinesfof a
sl invorporated villuge of some 200.souls, ‘but of the many who resided along the
banks of the Savannah River in the southeastern belt of Elbert County, Georgia.
Socially, politically, and in all matters of religion, they were one large f;m!il\‘: and
it may be doubted if there existed, ml)'\\hvn-.J\u*t previous to the great ('un"unr, a
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people so hardy, o independent, or with such lofty ideals of right living. When
it is pointed out that in their business activities they were almost wholly agricultural,
the volume of their prosperity is truly amazing.

It was the fixed habit of these people to practice the Golden Rule. Obedierice to
the law of the land was rigidly enjoined; and a’man’s word“was his bowl. To take
advantage of another was regarded as bt'n‘mlh good morals, to get into lawsuits was
1o a man's diseredit, and while the {\lmnls of“the ‘village reveal"that here lived the
preacher and the school master, the banker and ‘the doct " the nwr‘;.ml and the
tailor, the wheelwright and the sugveyor, yet no lawyer ever had ‘the hardilipod to
bang out his shingle in Ruckersville, and when Ruckersville furnished member of
the Legislature for the county, he went from the ranks ‘{ those vmployed in
agriculture,

Many of (h:’mon’ familiar names in Middle Georgia may be traced back to
Virginia, and to that tide of immigration which about 1786, began to flow southward
from the Old Dominion, and, hence, it same to pass that Ruckersville, Virginia, and
Ruckersville, Georgia, were both founded by members of the same family. When
Peter Rucker, planter of St Mark 18 Parish, Orange County, Virginia, died in 1742,
he left a large off-spring. The Virginia village was named in honor of this family,
and itéfell to the lot of his great grandson, through Thomas, and Cornclius, and
John, to name a village in Georgia, Ruckersville! This great graudson was Joseph,
the son of John Rucker, and Elizabet® Tinsley, born on January 12, 1788. In his
voung manhoad, he was fortunate énough to win the affections of Margaret Houston
Speer, daughter of William Speer, who lived at Cherokee Falls, on the Savariiiik

(

River. They were married in January, 1812, and settled on the head waters of Van e

Creek. Early in life, Joseph evinced the strenigth of character, which marked him a
leadér among meh, In later years he often said that he owed everything to his
mother to whom he was a Uevoted son. .

In 1822, the Village of Ruckersville was incorporated, but no boundaries were
fixed, and from that day until this, the name has been applied not so much to a town
as to a large neighborhood. In 1827 Sherwood's Gazateer described it as contuining
ten ‘houses, six’ stores and shops, an academy, and a house bf worship for the
Baptists. In 1849 it had 200 souls. This paragraph, quoted from a sketeh of
Joseph Rucker in the Cyclopedia of Georgia, will help us to form a picture of
Ruckersville:

““ From our present standpoint thery was little in the locality to commend it as a
center of influence, or as the seat of a great estate. The land was young, roads
were had, markets there were none, and it was a four days journey to Augusta, the
nearest approach to a city. And yet, in that secluded locality, remote from marts
and markets, Joseph Rucker not ouly ereated a fortune great for his day and gencra
tion, but displayed such wisdom and executive ability and manifested such high
traits of character as marked him as an extraordinary man.”’

In this day of subdivided labor, it is difficult to appreciate the kind and variety
of talent then required in the suceessful management and development of great Janded
estates at points distant from centers of trade and according to present standards,
practically inaccessible for want of highways, railroads, and means of transpdrtation,
The suceessful agriculturist in every stage of the country’s history has needed
highest order of judgment and forethought, and has nece arily been a man
affairs. But the successful planter at the early ante-bellum period required in the
Southern States at least, a combination of talent, which would now thoroughly
equip the master minds who control the colossal enterprises of the Twentieth Century.
For such a planter had not only to be an ugriculturist, hut a manufacturer and «
financier; and, above all, he had to know how to manage, care for, and develop
cotton industry

men. In all these departments Joseph Rucker was ‘onspicuous. The
was in its infaney, hut even in this he made a marvelous sueccess, Stock of all kinds,
horses, mules, cows, goats and sheep, were raised.  The cotton was to b ginned,
and the ginners and the press were supplemented by the spinning of yarn and wool,
and the weaving of cloth. There were blacksmiths, whvelwrights, aml earpenters,
besides saw-mills to make the lumber for the quarters. This prince of planters had
his owit: oo yard, and tanners, his harness-makers and shoe-makers.  Tmmense erops
of wheat and corn were raised. Corn eribs abounded. There were ulso mills for
_agonverting  grain into mea' and flour. The management of these separate and

-
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HoMmEe oF Josernl RUCKER AT OLp RUCKERSVILLE, GEORGIA
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various industries was not the most difficult task. There were the slaves themselves,
a large and heterogencous body, a wholly irresponsible people, whose ancestors had
only recently come from Africa. These had to be trained aid taught, aid how
humanely-and well this was done, by the old-fime planter, is shovin Ly i conduet of
these same slaves, when, du'x’ing the war, discipline was necessarily relaxed and control
phrtially suspended. e ) "

Joseph Rucker lived: the typicallife of sie Southerg planter. Self-centered and
independent, he lived at home, He had Tittle to lu;_v‘:\u-l always something to gell,
and his great crops of cotton were shipped in l'«-h-rshnri: hoats down the Sauvannah
to Augusta. - The neighboring community was nusually prosperous. “The Harpers,
the Martins, the Heards, the Whites, the Maddokes, the Clirks, the Admmnses, and o
hést of others, made a neighborhood ideal in its social and domestic charms, Joseph
Rueker’s home especially, was the scene of a wide and generous hospitulity~—a social
center which made its impress upon its inmates, and the memory of which abides to
the third and fourth generation. He was pre-eminently a good neighbor® counsellor,
and friend, for he.gave needed help at the right moment.  Extremely diguitied,
grave and reticent, he was also open-handed and generor In polities, o whig, he
was one-of the chosen friends, eoursellors, and advisers of the great leaders of the
party in that district so noted in state and national politics, He never sought
political preferment, th®agh always taking an interest in the guestions of profound
importance which then agitated the South. é

Living a* a time when the country was experimenting with hank Tiws, W drganized,
and, as president, managed, with phenomenal success, the Bank of” Ruckoesville,
under circumstances which woulll now provoke a smile. We cannot think of a hauk,
a Mmbneyed institution, with hardly a human gabitation in sight, surrounded by
original forests. This institution “was operated in a small, unpretentions frame
building. Its doors and shutters were studded with nails at close and regular intervals
to guard against the burglars’ axe. It had a safe without time lock, opened with
key carried by the president. The furniture was of the plainest, but it issued bills
which passed current par throughout the state. It throve and prospercd, aml with
the assistance of the wealthy planters‘in the neighborhood, became a strong financial
institution, contributing to the development and prosperity of that part of the state,
In his old age, Joseph Rucker was a man of striking appearance, ruddy cheeks,
snow-white hair, clear Hue eyes. Dressed in the prevailing style, black broadeloth
coat, cutaway to the waist line at the front, beaver hat, turn down collar and stock,
and gold fob, he might have posed for the portrait of the ante-vcllum plunter, one of
those who made the old South.

His -son-in-law, the late Rev. James S. Lamar, of Augusta, in an unpublished
manuscript, has left us the following graphic pen picture of Joseph Rucker:

“‘In manner and bearing Squire Rucker was simple and unpretentious, and by
nature thoughtful, quiet and dignified. He enjoyed a good anecdote or story, and
possessed a rich store of personal reminiscence, from which he was fond of drawing
for the entertainment of others. He told his stories well, and, of course, like all
genuine recounteurs, he sometimes repeated himself. It was his custom to go to
Elberton on the first Tuesday in every month, when the principal men of the vounty
would assemble in a sort of general meeting together, to attend thesherifm sales, to
transact business with each other, to laugh and talk and crack jokes, and especiully
to save the country by discussing politics. Among the leading citizens of the town
or county at that time were such influential men as Major Hester, Major Jones, Mr.
Pverton Tate, Mr. Lofton, the Mattoxes, the Harpers and the Burches, Judge \,
Thomas, and (during court week) Alexande: H. Stephens, Rabert Toombs and Judge
William M. Reese. All of them were Squire Rucker’s frienils.

“‘Squire Rucker's judgment was never known to feil him. Vialently opposed to
secession, when the final act came at Milledgevilie, he said, pointing to one of his
slaves: ‘See that fellow. A year ago he was worth $1,500.00; today he isn’t worth
a silver thrip.” But he neccepted the situhtion—helped to equip a company—took
£30,000 of the first issue of Confederate bonds, at par. These bhonds were lying in
the old Bank of Athens, in the care of the late Albin Dearing, when the war wax over;
not a eoupon had ever been clipped.’’

“4The house was approached through a long avenue of cedars and hox planted by
Margaret, from which the place became known as Cedar Grove. The fine old trees,
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the office, thi flower garden, the kiteben garden, the well-house, the smoké-house, the
kitehen, the buildings for house servants, and, not far off, the barns, the u‘rruge
houses, the quarters, presented a typical picture of the life of the ante-bellum
planter who lived at home, making on his own acres all that was needed for those
dependent upon him. For there, as in so many other similar places throughout the
State, the tannery, the hlacksmith-shop, the corn-mill, the foor-mill, the cotton gin,
the spinuing wheels, the looms and the wheelwright were an essential part of the
plantatjon. It was a hive of industry; and it is not surprising that in time a name
should be given to the little center, nor is it strange that it should have been named
after the village.in Orange County, Virginia, from which John Rucker had
come in 1785. . K-

' He was always ealled Squire Rucker. I well remember the first time I saw him.
It was in the summer of 1856, He was dressed in the old-fashioned suit of broad-
cloths a vest aiso of cloth, and a coat of the sifme material in the style called shad-
belly—somewhat like the cutaways of the present day. He wore it unbuttoned—a
wateh chain with a heavy seal hanging from a fob, or watch, pocket. His neckeloth
was then and always pure white. It was not a simple tie, but a sort of folded
handkerchief, put on by lgying the middle part against the throat. leading the ends
Lack and crossing them, then bringing them to the throat to be tied together. The
knot was plain. T am ne sure that there was even a bow. 5

He was polite, but very reserved. He seemed to be studying me. His cenversa-
tion, so famas it was directed to me, was mainly questions—chiefly about men and
women and things in“Augusta—Mrs. Tubman, the Cummings, the Claytons, the
Gardiners, and Mr. Metealfe—then about cotton and business prospects; but no
human being could have told from any expression of his face what effect my answers
bhad upon him, or what infereneé as to me he drew from them. Considering the time
of the year and the purpose of my visit, I must say it was a little chilly. Presently
supper eame on—such a supper as only the Ruckers could get up—and the conversation
took a somewhat wider range. The family were book peopie—Dickens was the rage
then, aml I had read Dickens and Thackery, and had dipped into Cousin and various
philosophers; and at that period of my life I could talk—an art which I have un-
fortunately lost. So¢ that when the old gentleman found that I'could hold my own
with Elbert and others, and that all the family treated me with sincere respect and
consideration, he seemed to thaw, little by little, concluding, 1 suppose, that T might
turn out to he something in my way, if I was nothing in his."’ “‘Georgia's Land-
marks, Memorials and Lagends,”’ Vol. 11, pp. T13-719, by L. L. Kuaight.

Tug Mintia DritL.—Following the Revolution, each county in the state, to
insure adequate protection, was divided into militia districts; and for more thax
half a century one of the dominant features of life in Gieorgia was the semi-annual
or quarterly militia drill.  On the all-important day set apart for these maneuvers

the able-bodied men of the district were required to report for duty at a given time.

and place, with the requisite military accounterments; and while at first these
exercises were serious affairs they eventually degengrated into mere travesties, at
which many a shaft of ridicule was aimed by the wiiters of the period. The mirth-
provokfig character of these evolutions can hardly be reafized at the present time.
The clection of a major-general, under the old militia system, was almost if not
quite as important an event as the election of a United States Senator; amd there
was any amount of polities involved ifi the choice of some half-score of brigadiers.
The militia distriet still exists as one of the state's political subdivisions but without
the peculiar military significance which attached to it in ante-bellum days. To an
article in Longstreet's ** Georgia Secenes,’’ supposed to have been written by Oliver
H. Prince, afterwards a United States Senator, we are indebted for the following
Judierous description of one of the early militia drills in Georgin. « Says this writer:
‘4T happened, not long since, to be pn-wn\ at the muster of a captain’s company
in-a remote part of one of the counties: and as no general deseription could convey
an adequate idea of the achievements of that day, T must be permitted to go a little
_into detail, as well as my recollection will rerve me. The men had been notified £o
meet at nine o'elock, ‘armed and equipped as the law directs’; that is to say, with
a gun and cartridge-box at least; but, as directed by the law of the United States,

e i ¥
1%

GEORGIA AND GEORGIANS 143

‘with a good fire-lock, a sufficient bayonet and belt, and a pouch with a box to contain
no less than twenty-four sufficient gartridges of powder and ball.’

“* At twelve, about one third, perhaps one half, of the men had collected, and ‘an
iuspector s return of the number present, and of their arms, would have stood nearly
thus: 1 eaptain, 1 licutenant; ensign, none “ifers, none; privates, ]nn's‘l'll!, 24, ditto,
absent, 40; guns, 14; gun-locks, 12; ramrods, I9; rifle pouches, i; bayonets, none;
belts, unone; spare flints, none; cartriliges, nont:;\igm-whi 4 \\'a.lkingi-nnm and
umbrellas, 10, A little before one, the captain whoin I shall-distinguish by the name
of “Clodpole, gave directions for forming the line of parade. In obedienpe to s
order, one of the sergeants, whose lungs had jong supplied the place of & Sruni and
fife, placed himself in front of the'house, and began to bawl withgreat vehelmenee:
‘Al Captain Clodj#e’s company parade here! Come, gentlemen, parade hiere,”
says he; *all you that hasn't got guns fall inte the lower eend.’

**He might have bawled to this time, with as little success, as the sirens sung to
Ulysses, had he not changed his post to a neighbo:'iug shade. There he was imme-
diately joined by all who were then nt_leinum; the others were at that time engaged
us parties o» spectators at a game of five and could not just then attends However, in
lexs than half an hour the game was finished, and the captain enabled to form his
company aid proceed with the duties of the day.

“+ *Look to the right and dress!” =

**They were soon, by the help of the non-commissioned officers, placed in a

straight line; but, as every man was anxious to see how the rest stood, thosé on-the—~

wings pressed forward for that purpose, till the whole line assumed nearly the forin
of & crescent, . v

‘* *Why, look at ﬁ;m,' says the captain, ‘why, gentlemen, you are all a-crooking
in it hoth eend'n, 5o that you will' get on to me by-and-by! Come, gentlemen, dress,
dress!”

**This was accordingly done; but, impelled by the sanie motives as before, they
soon resumed their former figure, and so they were permitted to remain,

“+ *Now, gentlemen,’ says the captain, ‘I am going to carry you through the
revoluti of the 1 ise; and I want you, gentlemen, if you please, to pay
particular attention to the word of command, just exactly as I give it out to you.
I hope you will have a little patience, gentlemen, if you please; and, if I should be
a-going wrong, I will be obliged to any of you, gentlemen, to put me right again, for
I mean all for the best, and I hope you will excuse me, if you please. One thing.
gentlemen, I caution you against, in particular, and that is this: not to make uny
mistakes, if you can possibly help it; and the best way to do this will be to do all the
motions right at first; and that will belp us to get along so much the faster; and 1
will try to have it over as soon as possible. Come, boys, come to a shoulder,” ete.””
“*Gieorgia Scenes,'’  Edition of 1894, pp. 160-167.

Tue Oup Fiewn Scuoon.—Very few people in this deeade of the nineteenth
century know anything of the old field school in the Georgia of the long ago. T will
try here to give a faint coneeption of the one which I attended, and which was a

the neighborhood from somewhere, to hunt for a school. Nobody, I suppose, cxam

fair specimen of its class. 1t was kept by a man named Tomson, who had come imﬁg'

him, or knew ayything about his qualifications, character or antecedents. He wasis

abwout forty vears old, elean shaved, rather good looking and a little better dressed
than the ordinary farmers. He went through the neighborhood with ** Artic
Agreement,’’ to be signed by the patrons, and without difficulty ot up a Jarge
school, wnich was soon opened and running i the usual way. Geography
English grammar were not in the curriculum. Smiley’s Arithmetic was tan
cousiderable success so far as ‘“The Rule of Three.”’ Beyond that it b
weariness to the flesh of both teacher and pupil; and when the eube root was attacked,
it was found to be invineibly intrenched, and, as they ““didn’t see no use in it no
how,’* it was deemed expedient to go back to the heginning of the ook, and review
In the bhuilding of the schoolhouse, which was of long pine poles with the hark
left on, tvr‘r"r £ the poles had been half cut away from end to end, and by bringing
the cuts opposite each other, the long opening served as a happy provisien for

‘mu.rninn(ing purposes. In front of this was a broad shelf reaching all the way and

T ow!out pegs insert’d with a slant into the log beneath. It was there thut

—
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the office, thi flower garden, the kiteben garden, the well-house, the smoké-house, the
kitehen, the buildings for house servants, and, not far off, the barns, the u‘rruge
houses, the quarters, presented a typical picture of the life of the ante-bellum
planter who lived at home, making on his own acres all that was needed for those
dependent upon him. For there, as in so many other similar places throughout the
State, the tannery, the hlacksmith-shop, the corn-mill, the foor-mill, the cotton gin,
the spinuing wheels, the looms and the wheelwright were an essential part of the
plantatjon. It was a hive of industry; and it is not surprising that in time a name
should be given to the little center, nor is it strange that it should have been named
after the village.in Orange County, Virginia, from which John Rucker had
come in 1785. . K-

' He was always ealled Squire Rucker. I well remember the first time I saw him.
It was in the summer of 1856, He was dressed in the old-fashioned suit of broad-
cloths a vest aiso of cloth, and a coat of the sifme material in the style called shad-
belly—somewhat like the cutaways of the present day. He wore it unbuttoned—a
wateh chain with a heavy seal hanging from a fob, or watch, pocket. His neckeloth
was then and always pure white. It was not a simple tie, but a sort of folded
handkerchief, put on by lgying the middle part against the throat. leading the ends
Lack and crossing them, then bringing them to the throat to be tied together. The
knot was plain. T am ne sure that there was even a bow. 5

He was polite, but very reserved. He seemed to be studying me. His cenversa-
tion, so famas it was directed to me, was mainly questions—chiefly about men and
women and things in“Augusta—Mrs. Tubman, the Cummings, the Claytons, the
Gardiners, and Mr. Metealfe—then about cotton and business prospects; but no
human being could have told from any expression of his face what effect my answers
bhad upon him, or what infereneé as to me he drew from them. Considering the time
of the year and the purpose of my visit, I must say it was a little chilly. Presently
supper eame on—such a supper as only the Ruckers could get up—and the conversation
took a somewhat wider range. The family were book peopie—Dickens was the rage
then, aml I had read Dickens and Thackery, and had dipped into Cousin and various
philosophers; and at that period of my life I could talk—an art which I have un-
fortunately lost. So¢ that when the old gentleman found that I'could hold my own
with Elbert and others, and that all the family treated me with sincere respect and
consideration, he seemed to thaw, little by little, concluding, 1 suppose, that T might
turn out to he something in my way, if I was nothing in his."’ “‘Georgia's Land-
marks, Memorials and Lagends,”’ Vol. 11, pp. T13-719, by L. L. Kuaight.

Tug Mintia DritL.—Following the Revolution, each county in the state, to
insure adequate protection, was divided into militia districts; and for more thax
half a century one of the dominant features of life in Gieorgia was the semi-annual
or quarterly militia drill.  On the all-important day set apart for these maneuvers

the able-bodied men of the district were required to report for duty at a given time.

and place, with the requisite military accounterments; and while at first these
exercises were serious affairs they eventually degengrated into mere travesties, at
which many a shaft of ridicule was aimed by the wiiters of the period. The mirth-
provokfig character of these evolutions can hardly be reafized at the present time.
The clection of a major-general, under the old militia system, was almost if not
quite as important an event as the election of a United States Senator; amd there
was any amount of polities involved ifi the choice of some half-score of brigadiers.
The militia distriet still exists as one of the state's political subdivisions but without
the peculiar military significance which attached to it in ante-bellum days. To an
article in Longstreet's ** Georgia Secenes,’’ supposed to have been written by Oliver
H. Prince, afterwards a United States Senator, we are indebted for the following
Judierous description of one of the early militia drills in Georgin. « Says this writer:
‘4T happened, not long since, to be pn-wn\ at the muster of a captain’s company
in-a remote part of one of the counties: and as no general deseription could convey
an adequate idea of the achievements of that day, T must be permitted to go a little
_into detail, as well as my recollection will rerve me. The men had been notified £o
meet at nine o'elock, ‘armed and equipped as the law directs’; that is to say, with
a gun and cartridge-box at least; but, as directed by the law of the United States,
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‘with a good fire-lock, a sufficient bayonet and belt, and a pouch with a box to contain
no less than twenty-four sufficient gartridges of powder and ball.’

“* At twelve, about one third, perhaps one half, of the men had collected, and ‘an
iuspector s return of the number present, and of their arms, would have stood nearly
thus: 1 eaptain, 1 licutenant; ensign, none “ifers, none; privates, ]nn's‘l'll!, 24, ditto,
absent, 40; guns, 14; gun-locks, 12; ramrods, I9; rifle pouches, i; bayonets, none;
belts, unone; spare flints, none; cartriliges, nont:;\igm-whi 4 \\'a.lkingi-nnm and
umbrellas, 10, A little before one, the captain whoin I shall-distinguish by the name
of “Clodpole, gave directions for forming the line of parade. In obedienpe to s
order, one of the sergeants, whose lungs had jong supplied the place of & Sruni and
fife, placed himself in front of the'house, and began to bawl withgreat vehelmenee:
‘Al Captain Clodj#e’s company parade here! Come, gentlemen, parade hiere,”
says he; *all you that hasn't got guns fall inte the lower eend.’

**He might have bawled to this time, with as little success, as the sirens sung to
Ulysses, had he not changed his post to a neighbo:'iug shade. There he was imme-
diately joined by all who were then nt_leinum; the others were at that time engaged
us parties o» spectators at a game of five and could not just then attends However, in
lexs than half an hour the game was finished, and the captain enabled to form his
company aid proceed with the duties of the day.

“+ *Look to the right and dress!” =

**They were soon, by the help of the non-commissioned officers, placed in a

straight line; but, as every man was anxious to see how the rest stood, thosé on-the—~

wings pressed forward for that purpose, till the whole line assumed nearly the forin
of & crescent, . v

‘* *Why, look at ﬁ;m,' says the captain, ‘why, gentlemen, you are all a-crooking
in it hoth eend'n, 5o that you will' get on to me by-and-by! Come, gentlemen, dress,
dress!”

**This was accordingly done; but, impelled by the sanie motives as before, they
soon resumed their former figure, and so they were permitted to remain,

“+ *Now, gentlemen,’ says the captain, ‘I am going to carry you through the
revoluti of the 1 ise; and I want you, gentlemen, if you please, to pay
particular attention to the word of command, just exactly as I give it out to you.
I hope you will have a little patience, gentlemen, if you please; and, if I should be
a-going wrong, I will be obliged to any of you, gentlemen, to put me right again, for
I mean all for the best, and I hope you will excuse me, if you please. One thing.
gentlemen, I caution you against, in particular, and that is this: not to make uny
mistakes, if you can possibly help it; and the best way to do this will be to do all the
motions right at first; and that will belp us to get along so much the faster; and 1
will try to have it over as soon as possible. Come, boys, come to a shoulder,” ete.””
“*Gieorgia Scenes,'’  Edition of 1894, pp. 160-167.

Tue Oup Fiewn Scuoon.—Very few people in this deeade of the nineteenth
century know anything of the old field school in the Georgia of the long ago. T will
try here to give a faint coneeption of the one which I attended, and which was a

the neighborhood from somewhere, to hunt for a school. Nobody, I suppose, cxam

fair specimen of its class. 1t was kept by a man named Tomson, who had come imﬁg'

him, or knew ayything about his qualifications, character or antecedents. He wasis

abwout forty vears old, elean shaved, rather good looking and a little better dressed
than the ordinary farmers. He went through the neighborhood with ** Artic
Agreement,’’ to be signed by the patrons, and without difficulty ot up a Jarge
school, wnich was soon opened and running i the usual way. Geography
English grammar were not in the curriculum. Smiley’s Arithmetic was tan
cousiderable success so far as ‘“The Rule of Three.”’ Beyond that it b
weariness to the flesh of both teacher and pupil; and when the eube root was attacked,
it was found to be invineibly intrenched, and, as they ““didn’t see no use in it no
how,’* it was deemed expedient to go back to the heginning of the ook, and review
In the bhuilding of the schoolhouse, which was of long pine poles with the hark
left on, tvr‘r"r £ the poles had been half cut away from end to end, and by bringing
the cuts opposite each other, the long opening served as a happy provisien for

‘mu.rninn(ing purposes. In front of this was a broad shelf reaching all the way and
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I began my eareer as a writer, by laboriously making pot-hooks and other eh'uog.uph-
ieal elements. At the opposite end of the house was a chimney, built also of logs
wholly on the outside. It was very broad and deep. The opening into the house was
about eight feet wide. The hearth was made of clay mortar, resting on common dirt
or sand, firmly packed. The back and jamis were Secured against burning by a very
thick lining of the same mortar. This chimney was doubly useful. In winter it held
a large fire; and in summer it subserved important mathematical purposes. The
cipherers wege permitted to take their slates’out of the school house, and sit around
tie outside, and in the angles of that vast projecting chimney. In the afternoons it

was shady and very pleasant out there. And when I reached the point of being sent. |

out for the first time, 1 felt that T had attained a higher grade in life, as well as in
school, Like the other boys, I would work a sum or two, maybe in addition or
subtraction, and then carry my slate inside to show it to the teacher. Ah, it was a
grand thing—marching in there before all those Lbys and girls as a cipherer!
Sometimes, after working my sums on one side of the slate, I would turn it over and
indulge in my taste for art. The horses that I drew were something wonderful. The
men were fairly good, though it must be admivted that their legs were very spindling,
and their shoes mueh too large. , My ladies were all in short frocks, and I regret to
have to say that, though they were intended to be perfect beauties, their ankles were
preternaturally small, and thei, feet altogether too big. But sometimes the creations
of genius must be sacrificed upon the altar of duty. Art must yield to Sciench.
And %o hastily r#bbing my gictures, I would rush in to show my sums,

"But [ have not yet nhum&mw the young idea was taught to shoot. To do this it
will he necessary to go in and obserse the processes of the school. The scholars leave
home. before sunrise amd get to the schoolhouse a little after. They engage in plays
of various sorts while waiting for the teacher, who, by the way, is cordially hated.
Before a grent while he is seen approaching, when immediately the girls, who have
carrying on at a high rate indoors, subside, and become as quiet as mice. The
teacher, with a fresh and stout switeh or two in his hand, which he has had the fore-
thought to cut from the wayside as he came, marches with a firm and steady step to
the door, and ealls out: ** Books! Books! Come to books!'’

All that are outside hurry to get in, and presently the entire school is seated, some
on the benel against the wall, where they ean lean against the logs, the rest on Jong
benehes reaching from side to side across the room. Books are opened, places found,
and in a momen? comes the eommand, **Get your lessons,'' Now be it known, that
in the brave Loys of old, readisg meant reading out, nor was spelling to be done in a
whisper.  Conscquently, in order to get the lesson, whether it was spelling or reading,
the process must go on aloud. This early morning study, however, was not in full
voice, nor was it much subdued. - It was the ordinary conversational tone. Imagine

thirty scholars, and often there were many more, having perhaps, five or six different ¢

lessons, and even those having the same lesson would never all be eonning the same
parts at once—all spelling different words or reading all manner of different sen-
tences at one and the same time! Listen. Here is a girl that goes racing through a
tamiliar lesson—'‘b-a ba k-e-r ker, haker; ' ‘‘s-hea sha g4 dy, shady;’’ a young
reader over there is slowly and’ with difficulty making knows that, *‘ She—fed—the—
old—hen ;" back yonder we hear, “*i-m im m-a ma imma t-e te immate r-i ri immateri
a1 al immaterial i immateriali t-y ty immateriality;’’ and this boy reads: L
like ~to—play—in—the—skady—gro—g-ro-v-p—groove—I like to play in the shady
groove”'—and as much as he likes it, he will' probably get a thrashing for it this
time. Representing the coming thus as if the parts came in succession one after
another, laughable as it is, can, of course, give no adequate eonccpﬁqn of thefr eon-
currence and commingling—every man for himself, but all together. Meanwhile the
teacher sits at his desk near the fire-place, possibly mending pens or wor'king over a
hard sum in vulgar Fractions. ' .
. . . L - - -
Our ieaeher, who, by the way, was never called teacher, but always “4The school-
master,”’ took part in most of the pastimes, and T think the big boys took a special
delight in hitting him hard with the heavy ball and otherwise bringing him to grief.
Of course, they **turned him out’’ whenever they wanted a holiday. He would want

i too, but if he gave it, the loss in tuition would be his, ’b;rm if it was forced from o’
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him he would get pay for the day, as usual. He would, therefore, positively decline,
with a great show of determination and bluster.

But next morning he would find the doors securely barred and watchfully guarded.
He would command and splutter, and threaten dire“eonsequences, _nwi we little boys
would be sorely frigh d, but as he r 1 obstinate, he would b seized by hoth
legs, thrown over and securely held, and, not yet' yielding, strong arms would lift lfm
from the ground, and, bolding his hands and feet as in a vise, would F¥ar him,waihly
struggling; down to the spring, and if he still held out, would duck him head and
ears in the water. Commonly, however, the sight of the water would sufficy, and wi

muek apparent reluctance he would yield, but was not released until he ha¥ promised ©

to inflict no punishment fordhis high-handed aci.

(Reproduced by special permission from an unpublishgd manuscript of the late
Rey. James 8. Lamar, D. D., LL. D., of Augusta, father of Justice Joseph R. Lamar,
of the Supreme Court of the United States.)
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