SECTION 1II

THE REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD, OR GEORGIA IN THE STRUG-
GLE FOR INDEPENDENCE. 1775-1789.
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= CHAPTER 1

FOLLOWING THE BATTLE oF LEXINGTON, GEORGIA'S FIRsT SECEss1ioN CoN-
VENTION MEETS IN SAVANNAH, JULY 4, 1775—ARCHIBALD BuUiLoCH IN
THE CHAIR—GEORGE WALTON AT THE SECRETARY'S DESK—DELEGATES
C1oseN T0 CONTINENTAL CONGRESS—TONDEE'S TAVERN—EVENTS
NARRATED IN THE Last CHAPTER AGAIN RECITED BY Way oF Recaprr-
ULATION—JONATHAN BRYAN—NoOBLE WYMBERLEY JoNES—THE Com-
MITTEE OF SAFETY—CONSERVATISM MARKS THE ProvincCiaL CONGRESS
oF JULY 27, 1774—Bur THE ADJQURNED MEETING ON Avcust 10TH |
Erects DELEGATEs To THE CONTINENTAL CONGREss—DUE TO A
MinorITY REPRESENTATION OF THE Parisnes, Tuese Do Nor Repaik
To PHILADELPHIA, BUT ADDRESS A LETTER TO JOHN Haxcock—Dgr.
Lyymax Hary Is SENT BY THE SINGLE Parisit oF St. JouN 1o Tie Cox-
TINENTAL CONGRESS—THIS PARIsHT APTERWARDS ORGANIZED INTO THE
CotUNTY oF LiBERTY—ON May 11, 1775, WHEN NEWS OF THE BATTLE
oF LExiNgToN REAcHES Savaxyan, A Ram Is Mape oN THE POWDER
MaGazINE—SoME oF Tiis Powper Usep o1 THE BATTLE OF BUNKER
Hit—AT This Crisis, GeorGiA’s FIRsT SECEssioNn CONVENTION
MEETS AS ABOVE INDICATED—ALL THE PARISHES REPRESENTED—
DELEGATES CHosEN To THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS—THE EXECUTIVE
Counvin v CoNTROL—OLIVER Bowex axp Josern Hapersiiaym Por
1x CoMManp oF THE FIrsT Navan Vessen CoMMISSIONED IN THE REVO-
LUTION—CAPTURE 9,000 Pounps oF Powbper—THe First Prize or
Wakr—GEORGIA EQUIPS A BarlrLion witn Lacnrax MceINTosi as
CoLoNEL—THE ARREsT oF GOVERNOR WRIGHT—How THE DECLARA-
T1oN oF INDEPENDENCE Was RECEIVED IN GEORGIA—DEATH OF ARCHI-
BALp Brrnrocn—WniLe Presipest of tHe Execvrive Covxen, He
Becomes THE FIRsT pE Facto HEAD OoF THE NEW STATE—READS THE
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE TO THE ASSEMBLED POPULACE IN
SAVANNAH.

NoTes: GEORGIA'S FiIrsT SECESSION  CONVENTION—GUNPOWDER  FOR
Bunker Hin—Georcia Comyissions THe First Warsniwr—THe
Figst CarTrre oF THE REVOLUTION—TONL (E’s TAVERN,

-

Soon after the news of the battle of Lexington, traveling hy slow
sfages, reached the lower spurs of the Appalachian chain of mountains
and spread toward the Southeast, Georgia's first secession convention
wae held at Tondee’s Tavern, in Savannah, on July 4, 1775, exactly one
vear to the hodr before the Declaration of Indepondunm was signed X
Philadelphia. S Bha

Archibald Bulloch was called to the chair aud George Walton was
stationed at thie secretary's desk. These were two of the holdest Tagerty
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Boys in the colony; and the Qnanimous vote by which they were sum-
moned to official positions in the historic assembly served to foreshadow
the radical action which was about to be taken by the determined body
of patriots. Seized with alarm, the loyalists sought to disguise the fears
which they secretly entertained by ridiculing the quarters in which the
convention met.” **Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” was
asked in the mildewed accents of an old sneer. But Tondee's Tavern
was not an inappropriate birthplace for the cause of liberty ; and it was
not the first time in the history of the world that an humble wayside inn
was called upon to furnish the rude cradle of emancipation. '

Laughter is sometimes premature ; and, though Rome was once saved
by the cackling of Juno's geese, it was not decreed that Georgia should
be kept within the-British allegiance by the same musical notes.  The
loyalists could well afford to employ mild explosives until the real
cannonade commenced.  Further down the road lurked heaviness of
spiriv: and before Yorktown sealed eventually the bloody volume which
Lexington opened many an ounce of vermilion was destined to redden
the&ing's highway and many an anxious sigh was fated to fill the Tory
lungs which were then seeking by foreed mirth to drown the young voiee
of Yankee Doodle.

Georgia until now had been conservative,  Perhaps, of all the orig-
inal thirteen colonies, she had been the favorite of the mother-country :
an affectionate distinetion quite often conferred upon the youngest mem-
ber of the household.  Yet, it could not be said that Georgia was less
ardently devoted to the canse of liherty than was either Virginia or
Massachusetts. The very charter of the colony committed her to the
love of freedom by making her an asylum for indigent bat honest pris-
oners for debt.  She cherished the traditions of Runnymede: and she
lackud neither the hold initiative nor the patriotic fearlessness which, was
necded for the approaching erisis. .

But there were good reasons for tempering the rash counsels of impa-
tienee with the prudent safeguards of conservatism. Under the original
charter, Georgia, for twenty-one years, had been faithfully served by the
old trustees, without fee or emolument; and some of them were still in
life, inclnding the illustrions founder of the colony, General Oglethorpe.
She bore the Teutonic nawy ® the Brunswick house and she felt con-
strained by the obligations of the<baptismal vow to respeet the scepter
of the Georges. Moreover. she had been peculiarly fortunate in most
af her dealings with the British Crown. Prosperity had filled the coffers
of the thrifty merchants and enlarged the smokehouses and the corn-
eribs of the industrious planters: immigration had commenced to pour
into the fertile lowlands from the other colonies: and she had experi-
enced none of the ill-usage which nurtures the spirit of discontent.
Governor Keynolds, though' dominated by uw infamous secretary, was
not himself an unworthy man. Tis faults lay chiefly in sins of omis-
sion.  Governor Ellis, in his watchful care of the province, had set a
standard which his suecessor, Governor Wright, was zeglous to equal, but
could not hope to surpass. Indeed, until the passage of the obnoxious
Stamp Aet, the royal governor was well heloved by the people of Georgia;
and even then it was fregly admitted that the zeal,of the old royalist
was not inspired by ‘unfriendliness toward the colonial aspirations, but
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was born of fidelity to the Crown interests of the realm. Such considf:r-
ations served to keep Georgia in the loyal ranks, though twe.lve colonies
were represented in the Contiuentalﬁ(%ngress at l’hilndolplufrand were
inclined to shoot rvpro\a%glances foward the loyal provinee which,
solitary and alone; still floated the English colgrs. )

.\'c;'ertheloss, when the news-of the battle of Lexington summoned
the patriots togetixer at Tondee’s Tavern, the ﬁghting‘bl'ood of the colony
was at last aroused. Delegates were choﬁn to t :Cbntmeutal-.qungress;
o executive countil was named to direct*the affairs-of t.he (':olopy in the
pending crisis, and other radical measures were adopted mgllcat.l‘vc of the
change of mind which had come over the youngest of the colonial group.
True to the filial instinet of allegiance; the convention, beforg adjourn-
ing, petitioned the king once more to heed the protest of the aggrieved
colonies; and, even with the Macedonian cry from the New England hills
ringing in the ears of the defiant patriots, the way was paved for return-
ing, in the course of time, to the ancient shelter of the Crown. But the
olive hranch was rejected. The issue of grim battle was joined yand the
bloody grapple was soon .to commence. Though it~wua\qu_ﬁ act of
formal separation from the mother ‘country, it virtually“8lipped the
bgnds of allegiance and committed Georgia to the great fevolt, whose
opéning challenge was the Declaration df Independence and whose cul-
minating scene was the surrender at Yorktown.

Despite the conservatism which delayed the action of Georgia, it must
not be supposed that there was any prevalence of apathy within the
'provim-v toward the unjust impositions of the British Parliament.  On
the contrary, it was maintained that an imperial tax upon the colonies
without voice in the home councils was most unjust : and formal protest
was made in Londop through Benjamin Franklin. The passage of the
Stamp Aect provoked universal indignation. Governor Wright s life was
threatened : and James Habersham, president of the King's Couneil, was
actually waylaid and forced to seek shelter behind the royal guns.  On
the anniversary of the king's accession to the throne, the Liberty Boys
took possession of the streets of Suvannah, perverting the governor's
proclamation into an opportunity for hurning in effigy some of the king's
representatives: and po stamps were used in Georgia, under the Act of
1765, except such as were needed to clear the vessels which left the har-
bor of Savannah and which were liable to seizure upon the high seas, if
unahle to produce certificates. " T

Of course the repeal of the Stamp Act temporarily improved the
situation. But the fires were only smoldering; and, when Governor
Wright, who thought it wise to keep an armed force at the executive
elbow, made requisition upon the Provineial Assemhly for supplies,
under the provisions of the mutiny bill, the sleeping spirit of resistance
was once more in flames. If England was determined to employ force,
some of the patriotic lawmakers at least were resolved that Georgia should

" not pay for the luxury of heing coerced into submission; and the Lower

refused to join the Upper House in voting the appropriation,

To explain the terms used, the Lower House was the popular hranch
or House of Commons, whose members were elected by the people; while
the Upper House was the King’s Council or Ilouse of Lords, whose
vacancies were filled by royal appointment. Naturally the former, being
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in touch with the masses, was inclined to be radical; and Governor
Wright, like old King Charles, spent more than one sleepless night in
grieving over the stubbornness of the Commons. To show the strong

feeling of discontent which prevailed in Georgia in consequence of the,

colonial policy of Great Britain, the Legislature was not in session when
the Massachusetts circular addressed to the Provineial Assemblies ofs
America, advising union against the oppressive acts of Parliament, was
received ; but ex-Speaker Alexander Wylly, who afterwards became an
avowed Tory on the issue of separation, undertook to answer the letter
in sympathetic terms.

However, under the speakership of Dr. Noble W. Jones, the Lower
House took an aggressive stand, which greatly angered Governor Wright,
Certain communications from other colonies were spread upon the min-
utes and strong resolutions of endorserwent were adopted.  Governor
Wright was anxious to conciliate the L'ﬂwrty Boys because he knew
that republican sentiment was growing in the colony, but one issue

succeeded another until finally, in sheer despération, he was compelled
P

&) exereise the royal prerogative of dissolution.

Nothing of special interest now oceurred until developments at last
brought to the front an intrepid old patriot who was marked to hecome
the first vietim of political persecution in Georgia: Jonathan Bryan.
It did not occur to the poyal governor when he dissolved the Lower
House that trouble might be brewing in the King's Couneil.  He took
it for granted that the sober-minded old men who sat in the upper cham-
ber were too well inoculated with the royal virus to become infected by
the heretical epidemic.  But he was destined to be regaled with an unex-
pected dish. g

In repealing the iniquitous Stamp Aet the British Parliament had
not relinquished the right to tax the colonies: and in 1768 various arti-
elis of merchandise were subjected to burdensome duties.  The people
of Savannah, in mass meeting assembled, agreed to use none of the arti-
cles upon which the tax was levied.  Jonathan Bryan presided over the
gathering: and the spectacle which he presented “was somewhat anoma-
lous. He was an old man whose locks were snowy white; and, at this
time, the fires of liberty burned chiefly in the veins of the ardent youth
of the province. Besides possessing large meafis, he also belonged to
the King’s Couneil ; and, if most of the graybeards were disposed to be
conservative by reason of the frmt} touch of age, this proneness to sub-
mit to the oppressive yoke was doubly true of the grave elders whose
enjoyment of ~the royal dispensations made them lean unconsciously
toward the golden circlet.

But there was no unction in the speech and no charm of magic in
the gift of sovereigns to flatter this old patriarch of liberty. Bent
though he was with age, he was yet ablaze with zeal in the sacred cause
of freedom. He dared to protest against the British exactions. (on-
sequently, orders soon came from London commanding the old man’s
suspension ; and Jonathan Bryan quit the King’s Council. Time went
on.  Eventually ho was restored to favor; but again he ineurred the
royal displeasure. He was present at the meeting held in Savannah
to protest against the passage of the Boston Port Bill and te raise funds
for the sufferers. It ppt-the offender beyond the pale of forgiveness, in
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the eyes of the graybeards whose legs were crossed under the king's
mahogany, and as soon as Governor \\ right called the v'ouuo:nl together
some one moved to expel Mr. Bryan. “The old man arose.
. “'If such is the feé which the council (-ntortunw " said he, 1
will retire at oncé. It mcmryto put the motion.’

Thereupon he withdrew to~ engage no ‘mwre in the service of }\m;:
George. &
Included among the heirlooms of thg Bryan fqm:l\' in Gebrgia, there
‘#s still preserved an old silver.piece of priceless value inseribwd to the
sturdy patriot for espousing the liberties of the people. of Georgia ut
the sacrifice of high official position. Joseph Bryan, the father of the
old patriot, was living in South Carolina when General Oglethorpe
landed on the bluffs of the Savannah River; and, being in sympathy with
the philanthropic spirit of the colonial euaterprise, he crossed over into
Georgia and helped to clear the wilderness in which the colony ‘was
planted. He thepyreturned to South Carolina. But'Jonathan Bryan,
when he was old enough to shift for himself; came to Georgiff to live.
Joseph Bryan, his son, afterwards represented Georgia in/The United
States Senate, and his descendants are still numbered among the best
cj(m'ns of the state.

Thovgh ‘past the patriarchal limit of vears at the Iun(' of the Revo-
lutionary outbreak, Mr. Bryan participated in the defense of Georgia
soil; and, upon the fall of Savannah, was captured, sent to New York

and imprisoned on Long Island. The circumstances of the old man’s

arrest are too interesting to be omitted. Three nights after the redue-
tion of Savannah, a party of armed men were secretly dispatched from
the Pheenix, a man-of-war lying in the harbor, and given instructions
to take the old mania prisoner. He was supposed to have sought refuge
on his plantation across the Savannah River,-and the arresting officers,
moving stealthily up Union Creek, under cover of darkness, found him
at the place indicated, and with his son, James, placed him on hoard
one of the prison ships. )

In vain his daughter, Mrs. Morel, sued for the releasc of her aged
father. She even went down on her knees, it is said, to the British com-
mander. But Commcdore Hyde Parker was obdurate. The old man
had been too great an offender against the British Crown. Consequently,
feeble though he was with advanced years, Mr. Bryan was North ;
and, after being transferred from one prison ship to ano he was
eventually incarcerated on Long Island. However, an oxvhanm- wis
effected in the course of time, and, returning home, he survived the
Revolution, witnessed the adoption of the Federal Constitution, and died
in 1788 : Georgia's Pylean-Nestor of Tndependence._

Another conspicuous landmark among the early patriots whose name
must now be mentioned again was Noble Wymberley Jones. Ile was the
son of Noble Jones, one of the pioneer settlers who came to Georgin with
the illustrious founder; and, although the elder Jones at an advaneced
age still held the office of colonial treasurer and espoused the king’s side
to the very last, the younger Jones was an uncompromising Whig. The
first of Georgia’s long line of patriotic physicians, Dr. Jones had for
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some time been prominent in the Lower House; and Governor Wright,
in reporting to the London authorities, had complained of the obstrep-
crous rebel. In 1768 he had been elected speaker; but when, in 1770, he
was re-clected, Governor Wright refused to sanction the choice and
ordered another ballot.

However, instead of obeying the executive behest, the House passed
resolutions commending Dr. Jones for the courageous stand which he
hail taken in support of the people aganst theCrown. Moreover. it
declared that the sentiment of approbation which was entertained for the
speaker could not be Jessened by any slight which might be put upon
him in opposition to the uranimons voice of the Commons. The answer
of Governor Wright was an aet dissolving the House.

Matters stood still for some time; and Governor Wright, taking ad-
vantage of the lull, sailed for England, leaving a Georgian in charge of
the coloty, James Habersham, who, to quote the language which he used
in wrisng to the Earl of Hillshoro, was no Liberty Boy. Mr. Ilaber-
sham was president of the King's Council; and, though he shared to
some ggxtent the popular feeling, he felt constrained to act as an oath-
bound officer of the Crown. Again the Lower Iouse met and iwice
elected Dr. Jones, onlysto have its action vetoed by the licutenant-
governor, who had received positive instructions from the king.
Thereupon, Dr. Jones stepped aside, and Archibald Bulloch was clected.
This was substituting a Roland for an Oliver; but the House having
receded, the election was approved. However, ou looking over the min-
utes, Mr. Habersham observed discourteous items and frictional irrita-
tion followed which caused him to dissolve the House. At this stage
Governor Wright returned, decorated with baronial titles. B#t he found
that the cause of the king had not suffered from any lack of loyalty on
the part of James Hahersham. ’

This faithful old servitor of the Crown came to Georgia to aid White-
fild in the work of the Orphan Asylum at Bethesda, and in time sue-
coeded the great divine in control of the enterprise. Later he engaged
in business activities and established the first large cofnmercial house in
Savannah. e died in 1775, leaving two sons, John and Joseph. both of
whom were among the boldest of the whigs. Dr. James Habersham,
whose name also appears in thf Revolutionary lists, Was another son.

Dr. Jones continued to he ‘an active worker in the patriotie ranks,
despite the loss of the speaker’s gavel and the parental admonitions of
an aggrieved sire.  He was subsequently included among the bald whigs
whose names were aftached to the calls for the first provincial meetings
in the interest of lilerty, and he was also chosen on the first delegation
to represent Georgia in the Continental Congress, but, on account of the
illness of his father, who at the time was lying at the point of death, he
was detained at home. An uncompromisipg patriot, he possessed abili-
ties which gave him an influence of unusual character and extent: and,
in view of the ecourageons stand which he took in the forefront of what
was undoubtedly at the start an unpopular movement jn the yourgest
of the roval colonies, he well deserved the poetie sobriquet which, reach-
ing back to the earliest gray dawn of liberty in Georgia, describes him as
one of the morning stars.

&
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Notwithstanding” the frequent and emphatic protests of the bold
patriots of Georgia against the arbitrary course of the British Crown,
there was little talk of aetual separatign_and little desive Tor any-
thing .beyond mere redress grievanees, except on the part of
some  few  violent ex{remists, ll\li{(“ Parliament J passed  the  Bos-
ton Port Bill in 1774 This was, perhaps, the most drastic measure
enacted by the London lawmakers to punish the mpbellious colonies
bat, to make matters still worse, l’urlinnu-n\ revoked! !lu- chartée of
Massatusetts and required all persons charged with crnme to he sent
to England for trial. Though the heaviest suffering was entailed upon
New E’ugland, whose commerce it suspended, the other colonies were
given due warning of what they, too, might expect; but the harsh Wyris-
lation also served to develop a sense of kinship which s¢parate colonial
charters, rival interests, and inadequate facilities of travel, had tended
to obscure.

What called for the Boston Port Bill was the famous episode of the
tea chests.  While thé imperial tax now rested only upon tea, the Ifi-
tan colonists of New England were determined to eliminate The heyoFagee
from the bill of fare, until the gppressive duty should be removed: and
only th{;‘:.nmst‘pmnmmeml Tory deigned to mpistvn his throat aith the
forbidden liquid. The story of the Boston tea party-is onc of the famil-
jar classics of American history. To the youthful imagination it rivals
the legends of the adventurous Spaniards, DeSoto and Ponce de Leon;
and the youngest child in the nursery can prate of the hold men who, in
the guise of Indians, went on shipbogrd and plunged the outlawed mer-
chandise into the sea. This provoked the retaliatory act, which was
designed to close the Boston harbor: but, instead of reducing the indig-
nant patriots to submissibn, it fired the whole Atlantic seaboard into
tgrim resistanee and foreshadowed the banners of the Continental army
under George Washington,

Even the loyal colany of Georgie felt the tie of allegianee yield; and
nothing except the most persistent efforts on the part of Governor
Wright prevented the provinee from sending delegates to Philadelphia.
On July 20, 1774, there appeared in the Georgia Gazette a call for the
patriots to meet in Savannai for the purpose of taking radical action;
and the stout Whigs who sounded this earnest bugle-note were Noble W,
Jones, Archibald Bulloch, John Houstoun and John Walton, the signer’s
brother. Pursuant to this call, the patriots met at Tondee's 'l‘uwm
July 27th following and John Glen, the chief justice of the colony. pﬁ»
sided.  To give some idea as to who the early patriots were, the following
committee of thirty-one, which includes the colonial ancestors of many
present-day Georgians, was appointed to revort resolutions:  John Glen,
Joseph Clay, John Smith, Noble W. Jones, Lyman Iall, William Young,
Edward Telfair, Samuel Farley, George Walton. Joseph Tabersham,
Jonathan Bryan, Jonathan Cochran, George Melntosh, John Benefichd,
William Gibbons, Benjamin Andrew, John Wina, John Stirk, Archibald
Bulloch, John Sereven, John Stacy, Henry Davis Bourquin, Elisha But-

William Baker, Parmenus Wey, John Baker, John Mann, Sutton
Banks, David Zubly, and John Morel. The resolutions were outspoken
in character condemning as tyrannous the closing of the Boston harbor,

~and emphasizing the injustice of taxation without representation. More-
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over, English subjects in the wilds of North America were held to he
entitled to the same rights and privileges as English subjects in the
environs of London. But action npon the resolution was delayed. It
appeared that some of the upper parishes were not represented and it
was desired to give the whole provinee an opportunity to be neard. Con-
sequently, an adjournment was taken until August 10th, but, in the

meantime, a committee was appointed to raise funds for the Boston -

sufferers. William Ewen, William Young, Joseph Clay, John Houstoun,
Noble W. Jones, Edward Telfair, John Smith, Samuel Farley and An-
drew Wells were given this task to perform, and in due time 600 harrels
of rice and several bags of money weré forwarded to Boston.

On August 10th the assemblage met again, but the counteractive
agencies of Governor Wright were apparent ; and only five out of eleven
parishes were represented. [t was known that heroic measures of redress
were sought. This deterred many parishes from sending delegates, espe-
cially since the rofal governor had issued warning proclamations. More-
over, some of the delegates who responded to the call thought it hest
to be fbnservating. It has already been stated that the Sons of Liberty
were, with few exceptions, young men whose fathers were staunch old
rovalists ; and some of them were dbubtless held in check by the fear of
parental displeasure.  Besides, it must he added that the growth of the
Revolutionary doetrines had been rinch more rapid in the towns than in
the rural districts; and the colony had recently undergone an expansion
which considerably increased the area of the latter.  Savannah and Sun-
bury were the chief incubators of liberty, while the new parishes, which
Governor Wright had lately opened np, were almost wholly the abodes
of conservatism.  Consequentiy, the utmost which could be done was o
adopt the resolutions above mentioned, and e¢ven this mild course was
disapproved by the stern elders who thought that Georgia was ill-requit-
ing the royal benefits.  1f some of the wealthy aristocrats were upon the,
side of liberty, most of the landed gentry still posed as the hulwarks of
the Crown. Yet, even among the poorer classes, there was an inclination
toward the reigning sovereign whose father was the Brunswick prinee for
whom the colony was christened and whose name was George 111

S -
. I

Indignant because the most radieal #ction was not taken by the
provineial assemblage, the representatives from St. John's Parish with-
drew.  This left the patriotie body still feebler, and it was decided to
adjourn until the Legislature should meet, the idea being to get the
Lower House, which represented the whole provinee, to elect delegates
to the Continental Congress.  But the plan failed to work. Governor
Wright thwarted the designs of the patriots by adjourning the Legis-
lature at the eritical moment, and the provincial assemb!y was foreed
cither to adjourn without further ado or to go through the mock for-

_mality of choosing delegates whose eredentials would be comparatively
worthless. It was decided to take the latter conrse, and Noble W. Jpnes,
Arehibald Bulloeh and John Houstoun were elected.

However, since the question of legality might be raised upon minority
credentials, the delegates did not repaiv to Philadelphia. | Instead. they
dispatehed a communication informingthe Continental Congress of the
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facts and stating that, while Georgia seemed to be tardy and irresolute,
the province would be ready to evinee at the proper time an uncompro-
mising devotion to the patriotic cause. This docwment bore emphasis,
from the most radical standpoint, to the fact that Georgia was sincerely
attached to the mother-country, n'gnrdl(:ﬁb\Q(’ the i:?luvnws which were
slowly but surely goading her to defy the ediets of the Crm\u‘}.

But there was one parish in Georgia which needed no further time
for preparation and which was altogether too imputxm te h.lll?ﬂl' the = -
slow processes-gf conversion which were necessary to ring the volony
at large to the patriotic altars. This was the parish of St. John, one
of the wealthiest of all the political subdivisions of the provinee. Per-
haps the zeal of the parish was due largely to the sympathetic bond of -
kinship between the Puritan settlers at Midway and the Puritan suf-
ferers in, New England: and deeidedly the largest contrilutions to the
New England fund came from St. John’s Parish, which was later to fur-
nish two Signers to the Declaratiop : Lyman Iall and Button Gwinnett.

But Dr. Hall was destined to. be Georgia's first representative in the g
Continental Congress, and to sit alone for several-months in this uug_ust\\ =
assemblage of patriots. On withdrawin(i from the Provincial Congress -
the parish of St. olohn decided to take independent action.  Accordingly,

Dr. Hall was sent to Philadelphia; and, in due season) he took his seat

in the Confinental Congiess as the aceredited delegate from the parish

of St. John in the colony of Georgia. This bold leadership among the
parishes is today monumentalized in the county which includes the his-

torie Midway settlement and which bears the sacred name of Liberty.

Within the next few days came the news of the hattle of Lexington.

It brought the appeal of blood which Georgia could not resist.  On the
evening of May 11, 1775, six young adventurers broke into the powder
magazine at Savannah and took possession of the stores of ammunition.
The beardless captain of the band was Maj. James Habersham.  He was
the son of the old royalist, James Habersham, who ran the colony while
Governor Wright was in England.  He fought through the Revolution,
and, when the Federal Government was duly organized, he hecame post-
master-general under Washington.  The other raiders were Noble W,
Jones, Edward Telfair, Joseph Clay  William Gibhons and John Mil-
ledge.  Some of the captured booty was stored in sceure vanlts and ecl-
lars for future use, some sent to South Carolina, and some forwarded to
Boston where, in the great battle of Bunker Hill, it was destined to %
weave the heroie shroud of General Warren.

Another call was now issued for the patriots to meet in Savannah,

It was signed by the same old advanee guard of liberty, with the exeep
tion that George Walton's name was substituted for John Walton's. and
the meeting was held on June 224 following. Besides des,gnating an
ad interim Couneil of Rafety, which included such representative wen
of the colony as William Ewen, Edward Telfair, George Walton, Joseph
Habersham, Samuel Elbert, John Glen, William Le Conte, and others,
it was decided to summon the whole provinee together in conventional
:n\wmlul; n July 4th ensuing.  There now remained hut Tittle trace of
the conservative sentiment which had hitherto kept Georgia from send.

ing delegates to Philadelphia. The most intense exciteraent prevailed:

and 1R signs in the sky caused the royal governor to shudder with pain

-~

A~



270 GEORGIA AND GEORGIANS

ful forehodings as he anxiously surveyed the distant horizon and noted
the dusky banners of the fast oncoming storm.

This was the status of affairs in the midst of which Georgia’s first
secession convention,on July 4, 1775, met at Tondee's Tavern in Savan-
nah.  An cloquent sermon from Dr. Zubly solemnized the patriots for
the serous business which was soon to be transacted, and, with Archi-
bald Bulloch in the chair and George Walton at the secretary’s_desk,
the historic assemblage was ready to procecd.  The firstiduty was to
choose an executive couneil in which to lodge the government of the
provinee, and the members appointed were:  George Walton, president;
William Ewen, Stephen Drayten, Noble W. Jones, Basil Cooper, Edward
Telfair, John B. Girardeau, John Smith, Jonathan Bryan, William Gib-
bons, John Martin, Oliver Bowen, Ambrose Wright, Samuel Elbert,
Joseph Habersham and Francis H. Harris. To the Continental Con-
gress five defegates were eleeted: Noble W, Jones, Lyman IHall, John
Houstoun, Archibald Bulloch and John J. Zubly. But only three attended
the adjourned session of the Continental Congress, Dr® Jones and Dr.
Alall being detained at home,  All of the parishes were represented in
the notable convocation.  Indeed, no subsequent assembly was ever more
harmonious: and, if the Sonsof Liberty, according to Governor Wright,
acted like drunken men, they were intoxicated with the Pentecostal wine
of the new freedom.  The die was east.  Georgia’s first secession ordi-
nanee was written, and the colomial gem, which bore the name of the
Brunswick prinee, was now transferred from King George’s coronet to
Young Liberty’s brow.

v

But the convention, which remained in session for several days, was
‘not unmindful of the steps which were needed to insure Georgia protec-
tion. It wis necessary to provide the sinews of war. A schooner was
commissioned by the Congress and put in command of two stout patriots,
Oliver Bowen and Joseph Habersham, who were already in possession
of information which promised to yield substantial results$ and, within
the next few days, 9000 pounds of powder fell to Georgia’s share in a
haul which the officers made in connection with some adventurous South
Catolinians. It was the first capture made by the first vessel commis-
sioned for naval warfare in the Re !{Eimion.

However, this was not the powder which Governor Wright was ex-
peeting from the British depot of supplies. The helpless condition of
the royal canse had indnced the governor to send dispatches both to
General Gage and to Admiral Graves asking for immediate re-enforce-
ments.  But the letters were intercepted by good Whigs who suspected
the character of the contents, and who, using the same envelopes, sub-
stituted fictitious letters stating that the situation in Georgia was per-
feetly tranquil.  Though the.etters in due time reached the proper des-
tination, there was naturally no response; and Governor Wright was
puzzled for an explanation until years afterwards, when he fhmwvd to
meet General Gage in Londen.

For the military defense of the state, the First Battalion of Georgia
troops was constituted with Lachlan MecIntosh as colonel, Samuel Elbert
as licutenant-colonel, and Joseph-Habersham as major. Tn the course

.
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of time other battalions were added and Colonel Melntosh eventually
became General Melntosh. But an unfortunate duel with Buttoh Gwin-
nett, in which the latter fell, induced General B}efnlush to seck an assign?
ment to service in another field, ar _Colonel Elbert succeeded him at the
head of the Georgia troops! llow(-\'\u“uwmy ,\lchno(h returned to
Georgia in the course of time to aid in tlll'“!‘t‘('apilll‘l"0S~-‘ll\'ul{llllll. and
was second in command to General Lincoln. He m-hiew(l marked dis-
tinction in the Revolution, especially under Gengral Washington, but
at home ligpwas unfortunately the victim. of- divided sentimetit, though
an imparti{il sifting of the evidence shows that he was not the party at
fault. Colone' Elbert was made briga‘dier-gcncral at the battle of Briar
Creek. Though the engagement was disastrous to the Americans, due
largely to the strategic blunders of General Ashe, it broaght honors to
the brave Geergian, every member of whose command was either killed,
wounded or taken prisoner. Just before the fall of Savannah, Colonel
Elbert urged Genéral Howe te fortify Brewton Hill; but the command-
ing officer overrnled the suggestion, and, sad to relate; Brewton 1Till,
in grim Confirmation of the Georgian's foresight, furnished lhcfﬁ?wi
gpot on which the British troops lapded. In 1785 General Elbert was
made govergaer. o .
But the fortunes of war were destined to bring other Georgians to the
front. Gen. James Screven, who was killed at the battle of Midway
Church, was an able officer, to whose memory the United States Congress
voted a monument, but the shaft was long delayed. Gen. Elijah
Clarke® was an illiterate man who lived on the northern frontier of the
state; but he was an unterrified dealer in Buckshot. He waged relent-
less warfare against the Tories, and at the battle of Kettle Creck le is
credited with the victory which overcame the noted ringleader of the
band, Colonel Boyd. Subsequently, when Augusta fell for the second
time into the hands of the British, he conducted the defenseless wives
and children of the Broad River region to an asylum of safety in Ken-
tucky ; and the effort of Cornwallis to thwart him gave rise to the battle
of King’s Mountain. His son John, who afterwards became governor
of Georgia, participated in some of the border campaigns, though at the
time only an immature youth. Jen. John Twiggs was another distin-
guished soldier of the Revolution, whose services the state will always
remember. Like General Clarke, he, too, lived on the upper frontiem s ;

near Augusta, but he was an accomplished man, refined and polished;

though largely self-cducated. He married a sister of David Emunm-l}
and, coming to Georgia from Maryland some time before the Revolu-
tion, he was not long in winning the spurs of knighthood. Ie fought
few engagements in which he was nof successfvl; and in this gespect was
perhaps unequaled by any Georgian. Indeed, he is said to have been thes
nightmare of the dreaded Tarleton. Gen. David E. Twiggs was his son,
and Judge H. D. D. Twiggs, of Savannah, is one of his descendants.
Both General Clarke and General Twiggs distinguished themselves after
the Revolution in campaigns against the Indians.

* Though General Clarke was an illiterate man, the county which includes the
classic city of Atheas with the State University and the Lucy Cobb Tnstitute, and

'h\iu therefore the Georgia Attica, bears the name of the rustic rifleman.

S~
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Maj. James Jackson first came to the front at the battle of Cowpens.
During the last years of the war he commanded an independent legion
similar to the partisan bands which were led by General Clarke and
General Twiggs; and he aided in the recapture of the two principal
strongholds of the state:  Augusta and Savannab. In 1780 he met
Licuwnant-Governor Wells o the field of honor, inflicting mortal
wounds, but receiving no serious hurt; and at the siege of Augusta he
barely escaped” assassination at the hands of an insubordinate British
deserter who belonged to the legion, Perhaps not one of the Revolution-
ary patriots expericneed more hairbreadth escapes that the adventurous
young officer who was destined to attain“to the very highest civie honors,
aud to link an already glorious name with the expurgation of the Yazoo
fraud. .

Like the heroes of faith, the brave men who illustrated Georgia in
the dark days of the Revolution are too numerous even to be catalogued ;
but, among the galfant host of true and tried Georgians whose names
appear on the bloody seroll are:  Col. John Dooly, Col. Thoinas' Dooly,
Maj. Jolfn Berricny Col. William Glascock, Capt. John Baker, Ignatius
and Benjamin Few, Stephen Heard, Thomas Glascock, John MelIntosh
and David Emanuel. b

It 15 only fair to the martial prowess of the brave troops who guarded
the home soil to say that Georgia, in the fore part of the struggle for
independence, was the vietim of incompetent generalship on the part of
the commanding officers who were put in charge of the Southern depart-
ment. To possess St. Augustine had been Georgia's darling ambition
since the first outbreak of hostilities, The Florida border had always
been a thorn in the side of the colony ; and, hetween the outlaws and the
savages, it was destined to furnish additional complications. In tha
hands of the English, St Augustine proved an almost invineible bhase
of operations, but the town could casily have been taken by an early
assault.  Gen. Charles Lee recognized the strategie importance of pos-
sessing St Augustine, but he was ealled to New York before the t(-am-
paign could he undertaken.  General Howe sent an expedition agaipst

the stronghold, but it was wholly inadequate and disaster followed..

General Howe also committed fatal blunders in the defense of Savannah,
which was both defectively and insuﬂi:-ivml)-gmrrisum-d: and he barely
eseaped being conrtmartialed for the slavghtethouse tragedy which
apened the sea-gates of Grorgia to the British invaders and inaugurated
the bloody carmival whose buteheries were to redden the farthest hills,
Of course, Georgia will always he grateful to Gen. Benjamin Lincoln
for the gallant defense which he made of the state, especially in the ever-
memorable siege of Savannah, in which Count Pulaski and Sergeant
Jasper fell mortally wounded.  But he was largely to blame for the igno-
minions defeat of General Ashe at Briar Creek, and it was not until
Gens Nathanael Greene was put in chiarge of the Southern department
that the British were tinally expelled from Georgia soil.  Ile sent Gen.
Laght Horse Harry Lee and Gen. Andrew Pickens to aid Clarke apd
Twives and Jackson in the reeapture of Augusta, and Gen. Anthony
Wirne to take charge of the operations around Savannah. They came
in zaod time to the relief of the \n-li-uiuh/«I_n'm-hwl and exhausted state
whose overpowered defenders were ‘still dravely fighting the combined
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Tories and Bluecoats: and they rendered efficient serviee to Georgia, for
which they received due recognition. In the final capitulation of Savan-
nah, Maj. John Ilabersham bore the negotiations and Gen. James Jack-
son was deputed to receive the keys of the eity

Not long after the adjournment of the famous gom‘qﬁtinn. }'jy‘vrnnr
Wright was arrested and imprisoned in the executive mansion hy the
same daring party of volunteers who had broken into the powder kaga-
zine in the early summer. In spite of the most vigilant effo¥t to capture
the raiders, Governfir Wright was himself capturéd by the very patri-
ots whose punishment he sought. Walking np to the surprised viear of
rovalty, who was surrounded at the time by several membhers of the
king's council, Maj. Joseph Habersham, the leader of the patriotie
posse, quietly said : ’ .

**Sir Jagnes, you are under arrest.”’

Taken wholly undwares, Sir James was probably for the first time
in his life bereft of the king’s Englisii. But he soon found himself at

the same moment quite as helplessly abandoned by the king's cotmeil, -

For, the sage advisers of the administration, applying the prudent max-
ims of wisdom to the practical ends of self‘preservation, happened to
remember that they had pressing engagements elsewhere in Savannah,
and, without ceremonious adieus, left Sir James to entertain the unan-
nounced arrivals.

Supposing that Major Habersham was heavily supported by military
re-enforcements in the background, the royal governor offered no resist-
ance to the interesting program arranged by the captors. The fortunes
of war had converted the exeentive mansion into the colonial hastile.
But, luckily for Sir James, he subsequently esecaped and took passage
for England, leaving Georgia to work out her own salvation, which she
proceeded to do with orthodox zeal.

However, on the fall of Savannah into the hands of the British, in
1778, Sir James recrossed the Atlautic and resumed once more the reins
of government. The first act of the returning chief magistrate was to
offer amnesty to all who were willing to renounce the Whig cause ; and
the temporary success of the Redcoats resulted in the manufacture of
Tories in wholesale quantities: At one time when the state was com-
pletely overrun by the British, it looked as if the flag of England was
again to hecome the imperial guardian of Georgia soil, but gradually the
fortunes of war restricted inch by inch the domain of the royal governor
until he found himself once more impaled within the boundaries of
Savannah. In vain he summoned the Rump Parliaments and issued the
executive edicts to punish the rebellious subjects of King George. The
shadow of Yorktown was beginning to fall across the royal arms. *

Towards the last, disasters multiplied thick and fast about the old
vicegerent, whose splendid estates one by one fell into the hands of the
Americans, and whose numerous official titles became at last the grim-
mest of mockeries. He could see from his open window the smoke of
his burning harns. He could feel the tightening cordon. He counld hear

~the approacliing tramp of the victorious cohorts. But he bore himself

li'kc ane of the princes of the blood, and Georgians in unaffeeted admira-
tion 9F SiggJames cannot 7ail to be proud of the fact that the name of

the colony is indissolubly associated with the name of}ne English noble-
Vol. 1—13 )
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man who, amid the direst perils of the Revolution, was so unflinchingly
steadfast in his allegiance to the House of Brunswick.

Georgia's delegates who signed the Declaration of Independence
were: Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall and George Walton. This event
took place in Philadelphia on July 4, 1776. But such were the primitive
means of commurication in colonial times that it was not until August 10,
1776, that Georgia was apprised, either by official report or by oral
rumor, of what had taken place in Philadelphia. On the day in ques-
tion, & copy of the Declaration of Indepésidence was brought to Savan-
nah by a courier mounted on horseback, who also bore a letter from
John Hancock. Without delay Archibald Bulloch convened the execu-
tive council and in formal session read the glorious document which
severed the last links between the Crown and the colonies. It was not
inappropriate that the old patriot who, on July 4, 1775, had called Geor-
gia's first secession convention to order should have been accorded this
high honor® \

Together with the executive council, he then repaired to the public
square and read the document again te the assembled populace of Savan-
nah. It was received with acclamations of great enthusiasm. But still
again the document was read, ere the sun intoxicated by the musical
‘accents lit the western horizon into sympathetic flames. This time it
was read to the Georgia battalion at the Liberty Pole in front of Tondee's
Tavern, the historic rendezvous of the patriots. It fired the hearts and
steeled the nerves of the soldier boys, who were soon to make the lusty
echoes ring on the battlefield. At the command of Colonel MeIntosh
thirteen volleys were fired indicative of the fair sisterhood of sovereign
states which comprised the Continental Union. Later in the day the
tables were spread in the open air and the dignitaries dined under the
cedars.

But the final ceremonies took place after nightfall, when the bonfires
were kindled and the mortal ashes of King George were consigned ‘in
efligy to the dust. The red glare of the torch, the sharp flash of the
bayonets and the struggling moonbeams’ misty light, recalled the burial
of Sir John Moore. It was an evening never tq ke forgotten. But Archi-
bald Bulloch soon fell asleep ; and the Declaratien of Independence sealed
the lips of the old patriot who presided over Georgia's first secessiou
convention.

GroraiA's FIRST SECESSION CONVENTION.—* Memorable in the poiitical annals of
the colony were the proceedings of the Provineial Congress, which assembled at
Savannah on the 4th of July, 1775. Every parish was represented, and the delegates
wore fitting exponents of the intelligence, the dominant hopes, and the material
interests of the communities from which they respectively came. THis was Georgia's
first secession convention. Tt placed the province in active sympathy and confederated
alliance with the other twelve American colonies, practically anpulled within her
limits the operation of the obnoxious acts of Parliament, questioned the supremacy,
of the realm, and inaugurated measures ealeuiated to accomplish the independence o[
the plantation and its erection into the dignity of Statehood.’’

The following members submitted credentials and came together at Tondee's
Long Room: J & o

Town and District of Savannah.—Archibald Bulloch, Noble Wymberley Jones,

. 4
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Joseph Habersham, Jonsthan Bryan, Ambrose Wright, William Young, John Glen,
Samuel Elbert, John Houstoun, Oliver Bowen, John McClure, Sdward Telfair, Thomes ~
Lee, George Houstoun, Joseph Feynolds, John Smith, William Ewen, John Martin,
Doctor Zubly, William Bryan, Philip Box, Phuwmu Willigin O'Bryan. Joseph
Clay, Seth John Cuthbert.

District of Vernonburgh.—Joseph Butlér [declmed “to !ake s sent], *nlrew
Elton Wells, Matthew Roche, Jr.

District of Acton.—David Zubly, Basil (.owper, William Glhbonu A

Sew Island District.—Colonel Deveaugh, Colonel Delegall, .mmes\liulloc John
Morel, John Behun Girgrdeau, John Baroard, Robert Gibson.

Distriet of Little O, hee.—Francis Henry Harris, Joseph Gibbons, James Rob-
ertson [declined to take his seat].

Parish of St. Matthew.—John Stirk, John Adam Treytlen, George Walton, Edward
Jones, Jacob Wauldhauver, Philip Howell, Isanc Young, Jenkin Davis, John Morel,
John Flert, Charles MeCUay, Christopher Cramer.

Parigh of St. Philip.—Colonel Butler, William LeConte, William Maxwéll, James
Maxwell, Smphen Drayton, Adam Fowler Brisbane, Luke Mann, Hugh Bryan.

Parisi'of St George—Henry Jones, John Green, Thomas Burton, William Lord,
David Lewis, James Pugh, John Fulton. »

Parish of St. Andrew.—Jonathan Cochran, William Juneu, Peter Tarlin, Lachlan
MeIntosh, William Melntosh, George Threaderaft, John Wereat, Roderick MecIntosh,
John Witherspoon, George Mclntosh, Allan S!ewnrt John MeIntosh, l(uymond
Demere.

Parish of St. David. -—*thn (.uthhert Seth, William Wllhmn, Sr. 3

Parish of St. Mary.—Daniel Kyan. s

Parish of St. Thomas.—John Roberts,

Parish of St. Paul.—John Walton, Joseph Maddock [declined to take his seat],
Andrew Burns, Robert Rae, James Rae, Andrew Moore, Andrew Burney, Iconard
Marbury.—**Georgia's 'Landmarks, Memorials and Legends,”’ by L. L. Knight,
Vol. 11. ’

Guxpowper ror Bunker Hiut.—Perhaps it may have been too small an item for
the historians of New England to chronicle, but the State of Georgia made a con-
tribution to the hattle of Bunker Hill * which was deemed to be of very great value
at the time to the cause of independence and which undoubtedly influenced in no
slight degree the subsequent fortunes of the Revolution. On the 10th of May, 1775,
there came to Savannah, by special courier, the first tidings of the battle of Lexing-
ton. It stirred the patriots to the highest pitch of excitement, and some of the
bolder spirits of the colony hastily devised a plan of action which was destined to
startle the royal Governor. Near the castern extremity of the town was the maga-
zine. It was huilt of brick and buried some twelve feet under ground. Within this
subterranean vault there were large supplies of ammunition, which Governor Wright
deemed it unnecessary to protect hecause of the substantial character of the struc-
ture. But Le little suspected the resourcefulness of the Revolutionists,

Though Georgia was still nominally within the British allegiance, the necessity
of securing the contents of this magazine for future operations became urgent; and
Dr. Noble Wymberley Jones, Joseph Habersham, Edward Telfair, William Gibbons,
Joseph Clay, John Milledge and several others, most of whom were members of the
Council of Safety, organized themselves into a band and at a late hour on the next
evening broke into the magazine and removed therefrom about 677 pounds of gung
powder. Governor Wright soon caught wind of the affair and issued a proclamation offer-
ing £150 sterling for the arrest of the offenders; but the raiders were not betrayed.
Some of the gunpowder was sent to Beaufort, 8. C., for safe-keeping; and the rest
waa concealed in the garrets and cellars of the houses of the captors; but some of it
was later on sent to Boston, where, in the battle of Bunker Hill, it illuminated the
opening drama of hostilities.—Thid., Vol. TI.

i GroRGIA Costarniions THE FIRsT WARSHIP.— Another gunpowder incident is well
authenticated. On the 4th of July, 1775, the Provincial Corgress met in Savannah
S

&
* ‘*History of Georgin,”” by Wm. B. Stevens, Vol. 1I. ‘‘History of Georgia,”’
by Chas. C. Jones, Jr., Vol. II. e
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to <eeer the tie of allegiance between the colony and the Crown; and, after choosing
dalegates to the Continental Congress, in Philadelphia, the vext step was to fortify
the state agninst assault by prosiding the necessary sinews of war. To this end
a schooner was commissioned and putsin charge of two stout patriots, Oliver Bowen
and Joseph Habersham, who, it appears from subsequent events, were already in
wsession of mformation which promised to yiell substantial results. ’

! among the firfe m this Staxo
%5 who fteped forth . [~
“¥in Vindication of our Rights .
His life equally with his property oo

were often nfqued in the Caufe

His Widow huRehtm and his mmyFnends
will ever regret the departure
of the Bene\folmt :

Comyopore OLVvER BoweN s GRAaVE SLar

Netitied ot the faet that a ship was en route to Georgia, hrving on beart a
v ot jowder Tor the use of the Royalists, the Committee of Satvty, at LCharies-
South Canling, resolved to eapiure the vessel.  Accordingly forty uien were
selected tor the hacarndons enterprise; and, embarking in two barges, they procecded to
the ot o the Savanuah River and encamped on Bloady Point, in full view of Tybee
Islant Whaher duectly o andireetly, wopd reached Savannah of what gas in the
wers atl the Provinein) Congress dedided #6 reinforce the South Carolinians and to
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participate in the haul. The Georgia schooner took a position beyoud the bars and
some distance in advance of the two barges, wheio it quietly lay in wait. - On the
fifth day, o vessel was sighted above '.ha horizon. It proved to be Captain Maitland 's
ship, with the powder on board, for w ich the patriots were looking, but the captain,
observing the, Georgia schoouner, suspected~at once some ev il design. and, without
trying to enter the river, he turnell around aud. put bac! sen,  Igstantly Captain
Bowen started in pursuit. He was an expérienced.sutlor, they sqflooner was com-
paratively light, and, under his skillful manipulation, it cut the waters Like L arrow.
The fugitive vessel was soon overtaken: aud, with the help of the lelh uroliniang,
the military stores on Toard were seized. \ i

Georgia's Bhare of the prize was 9.000 pounds of powder, a quantity which was
none too large fur her needs, in view of her exposed water front; but, importuped
by the Continental Congress, she sant over half of the amount to Philadelphia to
meet the needs of the northern colonies and ta be distributed among the embryo 4
urmies which were then being nrgnnued to protect them. It has often been said to
the disparagment of Georgin that she was the last of the original thirteen colonies
to lpwer the English flag. But she was the youngest member of the sisterhood; she
was tu need of the mother country's protection against threatened troubles with
the Indians; she possessed an excellgnt chief- magla(mw in Governor Wright, and she
hore the fuvorite name of the House of Brunswick. There was much to justify her
i holding back until the last moment. But, having gspoused the cnuse-of “W
it_was in no sulky mood that she entered the struggle; and Georgin must he eredi
with the first capture made by the first vessel commissioned for naval warfare in
the Revolution:

However, this was not the powder which Govertior W n;,ht was expecting from the
British Jepot of supplies, in consequence of a letter addressed by him to General
Giage some weeks earlier. The helpless condition of tho province had induced the
governor to send dispatehes to General Gage and also to Admiral Graves, asking for
immediate reenforcements. But the letters were intercepted by good whigs who
sispected the character of the contents and who, using the same envelopes, substi-
tuted fictitious enclosures, stating that the situation in Georgin was perfectly tranquil.
Though the letters in due time reached the proper destination, there was naturally no
response; and Governor Wright way puzzled for an explanation until years after
wards, when he chanced to meet General Gage in London.—TIhid. Vol 11

Tyare: Figst Carture or RevoruTion Here Mape~On Tybee Island, at the
mouth of the Savannah River, the first lighthouse on the Georgin coust was built
under the supervision of Oglethorpe, in 1733, The present handsome structure is
the tallest lighthouse between Charleston and St. Augustine, This was the scene
of the famous capture made by the first vessel commissioned for naval warfare during
the Ameriean Revolution. The boat was a converted schooner, oflicereid by Com
modors Oliver Bowen and Capt. Josepk Habersham. To meet the exigencies of the
time, it was hastily put in commission, in 1775, and within a few days thereafter,
off the const of Tyhee, 16,000 pounds of powder was captured, some of which wus
«ent to Boston, where it was used in the battle of Bunker Iill. At Fort Sn-rc\cn,ﬁ"’
on Tybee lsland, the United States Government maintains a strong hattery, the 4

* zumerical strength of which st present is 14 officers and 460 men. One of the

2

quaint sights of the island is Martelle Tower, a structure built by the Federal
Government for defensive purposes, at the outbreak of the recond war with England,
in 1812, This fort is still the property of the United States, but is no longer used
except as a residence for officials. Tybee is today a great resort for lewers of the
surf. It is the only island on the Georgia coast reached by direct railway connection,
or to quote a Savannah rhapsodist ‘‘the only spot in Georgin where the headlight
of u locomotive engine casts its silvery beams on the rolling waves of the deep and
dark blue otean.’'—Ibid. Vol. L.

Toxpee's TAVERN : THE CRADLE OF LIBERTY 18 GFORGIA.—On the northwest corner
of W “aker and Broughton streets, memorialized by a tablet of bronze, is one of the
most <acred spots in the City of Savannah. Rich in historie sssociations, it was
hera that the earliest protest of the colony was made against the oppressive measures  *
ol{w English Parl'ament. THere the citizens of Savannah assembled in response
ta The_first bugle call of patriotism. Here the Council of Safety held weekly meet.
S~
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ings on Monday mornings; and here, on,July 4, 1775, assembled the Provincial
Congress which' formally severed the tie of allegiance between the colony and the
Crown. In the spring of 1899 the Colonial Dames placed a tablet of bronze upon
the building which occupies the nu of Tondee's Tavern. The inscription thereon
reads:
‘‘Stood, on this site, in colonial times, Tondee's Tavern, where
gathered the ‘Sons of Liberty.' FErected by the Georgia Society ot
“ tha Colonial Dames of America.”’

Peter Tondee, the owner of this famous hostelry, was a patriot of the most loyal
pattern.  According to tradition, he held the post of doorkeeper at the gatherings
of the ‘‘Sons of Liberty,”’ and, though his establishmen$ was open to the publie,
on ordinary occasions, no one could enter the long room, when the patriots were to
meet ‘there, without first pronouncing the shibboleth of freedom. In front of the
tavern, on June 5, 1775, was erected the famous liberty pole, which became the
rallying center of the town; and from the porch Archibald Bulloch, then president
of the Council of Safety, read the declaration of independence to the assembled
populace, after which thirteen guns were fired from the old battery on Bay Street.
Though little is known of the man who owned the tavern, beyond the fact that he
was one of the patriotic “.and, his name is imperishably written among the immortals
and his memory will be fragrant in Georgia to the latest generation.—Ibid. Vol. I

-
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CHAPTER 11 - .

Wiy GEOrGIA Was KEPRESENTED ON THE SCRULL OF l.\'b&'rz.\'mz.\'vn uy
ONLY THREE :}G.\‘ms——/\.\' EPISODE OF SINGULAKR INTEREST—REV.
Junx J. ZusLy, A MEMBER OF THE PRECEDING CONGREss, Deverors
STRONG ToRY SENTIMENTS—FORMEKLY A PRONOUNCED WiIG—QUITS
PrueavkLiity WneN He LEArNs Tuar THe COLONIES ARE BENT ON
SEFARATION FROM ENGLAND—LETTER WRITTEN BY DOCTOR ZUBLY TO
GovERXOR WRIGHT IS DISCOVERED—RETURNING To GEORGIA, THE
CLERGY MAN SEEKS TO STEM THE 'l‘lm: Towakrp REPUBLICAN FREEDOM |
—UGIFTED WITH RaRg blA)QLL.\'Lb—-l’hTOR OF TiE OLD INDEVENDENT

PrispyTERIAN, CHURCH—MER. HOUSTOUN, A DELEGATE TO THE CON= —

GkEss OF 1776, Rerurys Home 1o Comsar Docror Zusry's Tory
AncUsMENTS—MEe, Brruocn Is DETAINED IN GEORGIA BY His DuTiEs A8
PRESIDENT OF THE Executive CouNcil—GEORGIA 's THHEE SIGNERS—
GEoRGE WALTON—LyYMAnw HaLL—Burron Gwi NNETT—THE LasT-
Naumep SiGNeR Kinpep iv A Duir By Lacuuan Mclxtosn—DocTor
ZUBLY 'S DBANISHMENT AND DEATH—EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES.

Why was Georgia represented on the Declaration of Independence
by only three signers, when she was represented by five delegates in the
Continental Congress of 17761 Thopgh the youngest of the original
thirteen colonies, she was not the least populous nor the least patriotie;
and the comparatively small space which she occupies on the time-hon-
ored sceroll of American liberty is wholly out of proportion to her recog-
nized importance in the sisterhood of imperial provinces. Tell it not in

. Gath; but the answer to this historical conundrum involves an episode
of singular interest in the early history of the patriotic cause in Georgia,
and shows how one of the very brightest of the lights of liberty suffered
extinetion.

The Georgia signers were Button Gwinnett, Lyman ITall and George
Walton. But Archibald Bulloch and John Houstoun were also mem-
bers of the congressional delegation. Mr. Bulloch was detained in
Georgia by official duties, being at the time president of the executive
council and acting governor; and it was neither politic nor wise for the
chief magistrate to leave the state when an outbreak of war was immi-
nent. Mr. Houstoun repaired to Philadelphia, but he was soon bick
again in Georgia for the purpose of combating the hostile influence of an
ex-patriot who, having returned to the standard of the king, was at work
in the field with ‘perverted missionary zeal, secking to_prevent the drift
toward separation and to extinguish the revolutionary flames which he

. * This fhﬂph’;‘ is reproduced from ‘‘Reminiscences of Famous Georgians,'' by

L. l:&night, Vol. II.
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had helped to kindle.  The political backslider in question was Rev.
John J. Zubly.

Doctor Zubly was the first pastor of the old Independent Presbyterian
Church of Savannab; an organization which was not more wedded to the
Shorter Catechism than to the principles of civil liberty, and which in his-
toric harmony with Présbyterian traditions, proceeded at the first drum-
tap to entwine the continental flag with the old blue banner of the kirk.
The distinguished divine came from St. Gall, in Switzerland, andis said
to have boasted an ancestry whose strong Protestant bias reached back
to forefathers who started the Swiss reformation under Zwingli.  Not
only a theologian and a scholar, but also an orator of marked attainments,
he preached to large congregations in Savannah, and sometimes the Es-
tablished Chureh was quite deserted on Sundays by parishioners who
were eager to hear the eloquent dissenter.

Against the oppressive measures of Parliament he inveighed with an
cmphasis which adwmitted of no doubtful interpretation, But he was not
satistiecd % hurl thunderbolts from the pulpit. He, resorted to the
pamphlet.  Article after article dealing with the obnoxious acts of the
British gdvernment came from the caustie pen of the bold preacher. He
was prominent in the meetings which protested against the Boston Port
Bill; and, when the Provineial Congress met in Savannah soon after. the
Battle of Lexington, he was oune of the delegates.  Moreover, the Previn-
cial Congress immediately upon convening adjourned to the old Inde-
pendent Church to hear an eloquent sermon from Doctor Zubly ; and he
rose to the oceasion, taking some text from the Pauline Epistles which
dealt with the law of liberty. To show what striking figures of speech
the learned doctor could use, he wrote to some English corresppndent,
about this time, stating that if the colonies were bound together by ropes

. of sand, it should be remembered that sand and blood made an excellent
cement. g

Naturally such an eloquent voice was coveted for the continental coun-
cils in Philadelphia, and Doctor Zubly was elected together with Noble W.
Jones, Archibald Bulloch, Lyman Hall and John Houstoun to represent
Georgia in the Continental Congress of 1775. At first he thesitated to
aceept the unsolicited honor because of the prolonged absence from Savan.
nah and the consequent relinquishment of pastoral work, which the duty
of representing the colony in Pyitadelphia involved. However, Mr.
Houstoun went before the congregation and explained the situation fully,
and. being largely dominated by the Sons of Liberty, the old Independent
Cliureh, independent in name and independent in zeal for American
frecdom, consented to wake the sacrifice for the sake of the patriotic
canse. )

But, arrived in Philadelphia, Doctor Zubly began perceptibly to
svaken. Seeing the Continental Congress bent upon immediate separa-
tion, he found that he “was more Tory than® Whig; and, to cap the
climax, he declared from his scat that a republic was little better than
agovernment of devils.  This was strange language for one whose blood
was derived from the free cantons of Switzerland; and Américans who
live today peaceably and happi]y under the folds of the national flag.
and who suggest no thought of pandemonium, can hardly be expected
to applaud such an undemocratic sentiment. However, itsmust be said

e
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in justice to Doctor Zubly that, while he had strongly ml\'u'rult-ll. re-
sistance to the oppres.\ii\'c acts of Parliament, and had boldly stigmatized
taxation withoyt representation, he had not gene so far as to preach ab-
solute separation from the (}r(\m'g of Bagland. lt. was the plan of Doctor
Zubly to seck redress of grim-\'nnﬁm\\\'ithin“lz limits of urgent proutst.
but not to the extent of open revolt. “le cossidered Mmsi-h' an English
subjeet.  But on the other hand it must be said, in justice te those who
were ready to dissolve the bonds of union, that, in upBalding the prin-
ciples o -lhe great charter, they, too, acquitted themselves like loyal
l~Iu|:Iishf*(-n who bent the knee in the true allegiance. .y

Perhaps Doctor Zubly, like more than one reluctant patriot, might
eventually have acquiesced in the majority sentiment; but an unforgu-
nate incident oceurred in the progress of the session which served to
bar him from future afliliation with the colonial patriots, even though,
ainderneath the horns of his own altar he erouched among the penitents,
Seeing that radical steps were to be taken, he undertook privately to
communicate with Governor Wright, « He was divulging no star-chambe
secret and betraying no publie trust; but the watchword of_.ﬂv\ll‘vné
was liberty. In some way the designs of Doctor Zubly were discovefed,
and he was confronted with expdsure on the floor of the Continental
Congress.'. Realizing that his inflilence was destroyed and his useful-
nesseended in Philadelphia, he withdréw from the patriotie councils: and
returned to Georgia.

But Doctor Zubly was not to remain idle. Though he was powerless
among the assembled lawmakers in Philadelphia, he was not debarred
from appealing to the inhabitants of the colony; and he went hefore the
people, resolved to check, if possible, the movement toward separation.
Many communicants withdrew from the Iudependent Church. Some
were converted by the c-lmlflollt logic of the wily doctor, and some re-
tained membership only because of an inherent conservatism. Ile begzan
to thunder again from the pulpit. He resorted once more to the
pamphlets. But it was now to stem the republican tide.

Another Provineial Congress was held early in the year following,
but there was no adjournment to hear Doctor Zubly preach. Archibald
Bulloch, Button Gwinnett, i.vman Hall, George Walton and John
Houstoun were clected to the Continental Congress. It has already
heen stated that Mr. Bulloch was detained at home by reason of admi
istrative, duties. The others repaired to Philadelphia. But new
length reached the Quaker City to the effect thet Doctor Zubly. instea
of converting had sinners, was converting good Whigs and that Georgia
was apt to turn Tory unless the designs of the preacher were cheek-
mated.

Times of excitement are always favoraole to the redkless use of
hyperbole; but, while the acconnts were felt to be exaggerated. it was
thought best to dispateh one of the memhers of the congressional dele-
gation to Georgia to combat the heretical doctrines of Doector Zubly and
to hold the colony to the formulas of the true faith. Upon Mr. Houstoun
devolved the task; and, since he had gone before the congregation of
the vid Independent Church the year previous to ask that Doctor Zuhly
be allowed to represent the colony, he felt the responsibility of the

wgommission.  Like the epigrammatic Cwsar, he was soon able to say,
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“Veni, vidi, viei.”” But he reached the Continental Congress too late
to participate in the momentous drama of signing the immortal protest
against oppression.  The bonfires had been kindled in the streets of Phil-
adelphia, and from the belfry of old Independence Hall the sweet siren
of liberty had commenced to sing.

It is sorely to be regretted that the name of this patriotic Georgian
was not appended to the great charter of liberty, for he was no less
wedded to the sacred cause than were the men whose names were in-

seribed upon the deathless roll of honor. He was in just desert if not

in actual fact one of the Georgia signers.  Mr. Houstoun was the son
of ol Sir Patrick Houstoun, a baronet whose conservative inclinations
were so partial to the fence that he was denouneed tirst by the Tory and
then by the Whig government, perhaps unjustly by the latter; but he
gave the patriotic cause two sons, Johnrand William, whose knee-joints
were too stiff with the stazel of liberty to erook in obsequious homage
to the king.  Mr. Houstoun was twice governor, and died in 1796 well
advaneced in years. ! .

As for Dagtor Zubly, he was banished from Savannah in 1777 and
took refuge in South (‘rnlum but when the town fell into the hands
of the Biritish in 1778, he returned to Savannah and resumed pastoral
work among the uncontaminated members of the floek who drank the
king's tea.  But he was not the same man.  Broken in health, and in
fortune, he failed rapidly and died in 1751 on the eve of the evacuation
of the city by the British. Thus sank into ignominious eclipse one of
the brightest luminaries that lit the gray horizon of the revolutionary

dawn in Georgia.

George Walton, who sprang from an old Virginia family, became
the most distinguished member of the group of signers.  He was twice
governor, sixstimes congressman, an officer in the Revolution, ehief jus-
tice of the state, judge ofthe Superior Court and United States senator.
Doctor Hall afterwards occupied the gubernatorial chair. He was an
eminent physician from Connectieut, who carly beeame the foremost

champion of liberty in the parish of St. John, and who was sent by

the parish as an independent delegate to the Continental Congress, he-
fore the colomy at large was sufficiently aroused to demand representa-
tion. e lived at Sunbury, where Governor Wright located the head of
the republican disaffection in Georgia, stating lﬂht it came from the
Puritan settlers who had imbibed too freely thé vicious principles of
Oliver Cromwell.

Button Gwinnett was an Englishman who became identified with
the colony only four years before the Declaration was signed ; but the
short period of his residence in the colony only serves to lay emphasis
upon his zeal in the cause. He, too, lived at Sunbury, but the thrifty
little town which in the old colonial days was an enterprising commer-
cial center, sufficiently infused with the patriotic ardor t3 give two
signers to the Declaration of Independence, is today numbered among
the buried towns of Georgia, and as if the very memories of the Revolu-
tion had germinated upon the sacret snot, it sleeps enfolded in an
evergreen mantle of bermuda. Soon after the war began, Mr, Gwinnett
beeame involved in personal difficulties with General Lachlan McIntosh,

igrowing out of the latter’s appointment to the brigadier-generalship in.
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preference to the former; and, chagrmcd at his subsequent defeat for
governor, Gwinnett challenged MeclIntosh, who was quoted to him as
having expressed very great satisfaction with the result of the clection.
The combatants met at sunrise within théxlimits of the’present City
of Savannah, measured ‘off twelve paces gnd fireds Both were wounded
in the thigh. Gwinnett lingered nearly two \\eoks bcfurc defith u\u)cz
end the struggles of the unfortunate signer. \lclnlosh‘ruw\«-ml h_ut

popular feeling in the state was such that, acting upon the KI\'iw o,
friends, he sought an assignment for the time being in anotherdpart of *-

the ficld. He returned Soon after the fall of Savannah to aid in the re-
capture of the city. However, it was only to find that the smoldering
fires of hostility were ready to break out afresh.* Yet he lived to see
the feudal spark extinguished and to represent Georgia in the Conti-
nental Congress. i .

Though popiilar sentiment was against General McIntosh, it was
largely because of Mr. Gwinnett's prcstlge as one of the signers. The
evidence shows that the latter was clearly ‘the aggressor, aud that when
president of thie executive council, he asserted his authority as com-
mander-in-chief of the army to the extent of ignoring General Meclntosh,
especially in the ill-advised campaign which he "himself organized for
.the reduction of East Florida. General McIntosh was an able tactician.
e distinguished himself under Washington, whose esteem and conli-
dence he possessed ; and when the latter visited Georgia in 1791, General
McIntosh acted as special escort. He was president of the Georgia
division of the Society of the Cincinnati, and was an unusually handsome
man, tall and ereet, with an impressive military carriage. It is said
that in youth no Indian could compete with him in fleetness of foot.
He belonged to the famous clan which John Moore MecIntosh planted at
Darien, and which was characterized by all the robust traits which
belonged to the parent stock in the distant highlands of Scotland.

On the floor of the Continental Congress Georgia was represented
from time to time by some of her ablest talent, and Dr. Lyman Hall
was not required to sit alone for any great while in the austere councils
at Philadelphia. Included among the delegates who, from first to last,
represented Georgia in the Continental Congress, were Abraham Bald-
win, Nathan Bronson, Archibald Bulloch, Joseph Clay, William Few,
William Gibbons, Button Gwinnett, John Habersham, Lyman IHall,
John Houstoun, William Houstoun, Richard Howley, Noble W. Jones,
Edward Langworthy, Lachlan MecIntosh, William Pierce, Edward Tel-
fair, George “Walton, John Walton, Joseph Wood and John .J. Zubly.
If one member of the group proved himself recreant to the high trust
.it must be remembered that even the apostolic band, at the communion
table of the Last Supper, was darkened by the envious orow of an
Iscariot, who marred the gentle brotherhood. But Doctor Zubly was
neither an Iscariot nor an Arnold, and, withovut brooding upon the
fallen méteor that forsook the trouble heavens, Georgia is content to
rejoice in the fixed stars which, pure and bright and steadfast, illumi-
nated the stellar fields.
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CHAPTER 111 ~4

Usper A TEMrorary CoNsTITUTION, ARCHiBALD BrrLwocu Is EvrecTen
PrESIDENT AND (COMMANDER-IN-CHIE®- OF GEORGIA—FIRST REVOLU-
TIONARY PassaGe ar ArMs—Tue Constiretion or 1777—The First
CoUNTiES— A\ DICTATOR  ACTHORIZED—BUTTON  GWINNETT—FORT
Morgis—CoLoNen McINTost's Brave LETTER—THE CArTURE OF
Savassa--Tue (aperere oF Aveusta—Tue VicTory at KeTTLE
CreeR-—THeE DEFpaT oF GENERAL ASH—THE SIEGE OF SAVANNANL

Notes: Wik Hiwi—Evwan Coarge—Tue Tories—Nascy  Hawt—
Fort Morris—AMEADOW  (GARDEN=THE CONSTITUTION oF 1777—
Levrsearive Thstory DUkiNG THeE REVOLUTION,

(This chapter prepared by Charles Edgeworth Jones, Esq,»

In the spring of 1776 a temporary constitution was devised for the
provinee as the ** ground.-work of a more stable and formal government "’
and by the terms of ifs provisions, Archibald Bulloch was unanimously
clected president and commander-in-chief of Georgia. Some weeks prior
to this event oceurred the first revolutionary passage at arms within the
horders of the nascent commonwealth.  Quite a number of disabled rice-
laden merchant vessels were lying at the Savannah wharves, When,
npon the eve of leaving port, their departure had been effectually pre-
vented, throngh the unshipping of their rudders and the removal of their
sails; and while in this incapacitaied condition, the capture of these
vessels was boldly planned by the British land and naval von(iuuﬁm.
riding off Tybee inlet.  The ascent of the Savannah River was, accord-
ingly. commenced, with the result that one of the enemy's ships (the
IHinchinbrooke, of vight guns: speedily groymded. Through the vigor
of the coneentrated fire of Major Habershawm's citlemen, the erew of
this armed schooner was quickly driven from the deck: and, but for the
absence of boats, 1t would, undoubtedly, have fallen a prize to the
patriots, i

Meanwhile, the British land forees had not been idle.  On the night
of Mareh 2d. disembarking a contingent comprising some 200 or 300
aen, under the command of Majors Maitland and Grant, from a ship
in Back River, and silently marching across. Hutchinson's Island, early
un the next morning, they took possession of the rice-laden vessels at
anchor opposite the town.

With such quietness had this movement been executed, however, thig
it was some hours before the municipal authorities became aware of what
had transpired.  So soon as the true state of affairs was known, Col.
Lachlan MelIntosh, with 300 troops, hastily throwing up a breastwork
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on Yamacraw Bluff, there posted three four-pounder guns, which bore
directly upon the shipping. But prior to opening fire, two officers
(Lieut. Daniel Roberts and Capt. Raymond Demeré) were dispatehed.
to demand the immediate release of Captain Rice, and ‘his hoat's crew,
who were by them detained as prisopers. - officers not returning.
upon a renewal of the peremptory requirement. for [lﬁ}ﬁérulinp o the
Amcricans, such an insulting retort*was evoked, that fire was at once
drawn from the Yamaeraw breastwork. The reply was regeived. lat
if the most reputahle ¢nvoys should be sent, the enemy iouhl treat
with them. Whereupon two officers (Captains Sereven and Baker), with
a small detail, repairing to the ship’s side, made requisition for the
prompt restoration of their brethren. .

Such scant courtesy, however, was accorded the officers that one
of them, infuriated, fired into the crew. This was evidently exacily what
the foe wished, for, strange to say, a discharge of swivels came from the
vessel, almost sinking the boat, and wounding vne of the escort. At
this, the envoys, surprised at this mu:dcfous breach of military etiguette,
retired toward Savannah, balls speeding after them, until they were
beyond gun-reach. The Yamacraw battery now took a hand in the affair
and for several hours maintained a brisk cannonade, which was returned
by the British troops 0s the merchant vessels. ‘

It being now decided that the shipping must bé destroyed, the Coun-
cil of Safety called for volunteers for the accomplishment of that im-
portant object. The desired end was attained when the Inverness,
loaded with' rice and deer skins, was ignited and turned adrift in the
stream. *‘Upon this,”” writes President Ewen, ‘‘the'soldiers, in the most
laughable confusion, got ashore in the marsh, while our riflemen and
field-picees, with grape-shot, were incessantly galling them. The shipping
was now also in confusion. Some got up the river, under cover of the
armed schooner, while others caught the flame, and, as night approached,
exhibited a scene, as they passed and repassed with the tide, which at
any but the present time, would be truly horribie, but now a subject
only of gratitude and applause.”” With the co-operative aid of the
South Carolinians, the dislodgment of the enemy was at length consum-
mated ; three of the merchant vessels being burnt, six being dismantled.
and two escaping to sea. Thus ¢ led a martial episode which, while
of comparative insignificance, was instinet with the spirit of the Georgia
revolutionists, '

The republican constitution, as already referred to, was purely tem-
porary in its character, and was intended merely as the forerunner to
a more satisfactory instrument. With a view to realizing the ideas of
its framers, by the formulation of another and more complete consti-
tution, which would be thoroughly adapted to the needs o the embattled
republic, a convention for that important purpose was, accordingly, con-
voked. The opening session of that distinguished body was held on the
1st of October, 1776, and for four months and more were its noteworthy
deliberations uniterruptedly continued, its interesting lahors being con-
cluded on the 5th of the following February. In pursuance of the

‘pwovisions of that admirable document, the parish system was abolished,

and the sturdy counties of Chatham, Eflingham, Barke, Liberty, Cam-
den, Gﬁin@ichmond and Wilkes were installed in 1ts stead. On the
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220 of February, 1777, President Bulloch received an additional mark
ol the public confidence, in his being requested **to take upon himself
the whole executive powers of government.”” Not long did he survive
the bhestowal of those dictatorial Monors; death coming suddenly within
a few days to end the useful life of this beloved patriot. Button Gwin:
nett was, on the 4th of March, chosen to succeed him in the office of
president. When, in the following May, he was an aspirant for the same
position, he suffered a mortifying defeat at the hands cf his fearless
competitor, John Adam Treutlen—the first freely elected chief magis-
trate of the commonwealth. But grievous as was the former’s disap-
pointment, it was destined to be of short duraticn, as a week later he
fel! in @ duel with his malignant enemy, Gen. Lachlan MecIntosh. Thus
died the brilliant and impulsive Button Gwinnett, one of the historie
signers of the immortal Declaration of Independence, of whom wmuch
more might have been expected,

The year 1778 was fraught with gloom for the Georgia Sons of Lib-
erty.  For besides In-iu:’ possibly, the darkest period in the American
Revolution, the infant republic was fairly swarming with and overrun
by the British soldier™  Late in November of that vear, Colonel Fuser,
with his vessels conveying some 500 troops, battering cannon, light ar-
tillery and mortars, anchored off Colonel’s Island. Debarkation having
been effected, the hostile array commenced its march against undaunted
Sunbury. Contemporaneously with the land movement, the armed ships
sailed up the Midway River, and took position in front of Fort Morris
and opposite the town. With the exception of that fort, which was held
by Col. John MelIntosh and 300 continentals, militia, and citizens, Sun-
bury was unprotected. His dispositions being perfected, Fuser made de-
mand for the immediate surrender of the work, his communication soon
evoking the, following characteristic response :

“*Fort Morris, November 25, 1775,
“We acknowledge we are not ignorant that your army is in motion
to reduce this State. We believe it entirely chimerical that Colonel

Prevost is at the Meeting House ; but should it be so, we are in no dogn‘é‘ \

apprehensive of danger from a junction of his army with yours. We
have no property compared with the object we contend for which we
value a rush, and would rather perish in a vigorpms defense, than accept
of your proposals. We: Sir, are fighting the pattles of America, and,
therefore, disdain to remain neutral till its fate is determined. As to
surrendering the fort, receive this laconic reply : Come And Take It..
**1 have the honor to be, Sir,
“Your most obedient servant,
““Jonx McINTosh,
‘“Colonel of Continental Troops.”

Instead of accepting this manly invitation, Fuser soon” afterwards
raised the siege and retired.  Subsequently, Sunbury fell into the hands
of Gen. Augustine Prevost.  The bold and patriotic answer of Colonel
Melntosh, however, is worthy of perpetval preservation.

Late in December, 1778, the vessels conveying Lieut.-Col. Archibald
Camphell’s expeditionary force, specially designed for the capture of

i the capital of Georgia, made its appearance in/the Savannah River. The
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troops under his command consisted of his majesty s Seventy-first Regi-
ment of foot, of two battalions of Héssians, of four battalions of provin-
cials, and of a detachment of the Royal Artillery—in all.comprising
some 3,000 men.  Landing, with slight opposition, 2t Girdrdeau’s plan-
tation—then about 114 miles from the town—en the 20th the hattle
for the retention of Savannah was foxlgl\t which C\Jllllllld('ll in.a _‘is~
astrous defeat for the Americans. In this unfertunate ulfulr the Geor-
gians were heavy losers in every way. The loss of life was un\hull -ralke,
and a surprising number were taken prisoners: and, morco¥er, their
valuable military aceufulations fell into the hands of their victorious
adversaries.  Gen. Robert Howe was on this occasion charged with the
defense of Savannah, and was severely criticised because of the un-
reasonably easy defeat.

. The British attention was now turned toward the capture of Augusta.
‘Avcordingly, about tne middle of January, 1779, Colonel Camphell made
his arrangements for putting that plan into execution. A thousand
strong. he marched upon the place, which’was guarded by General Wil-
Yiamson. and & body of provincials. But though the partisan patriot
leaders strove to stem the irresistible tide that appeared to be carrying
everything before it, through the seeming treéachery of Williamson

. Augusta was surrenderéd to the enemy without a struggle.

-

A month laters or on the i4th of February, 1779, a ray of light
pierced the dark gloom of despondency, and new hopes were placed in
the breasts of the indefatigable revolutionists by their brilliant victory
at Kettle Creek.  As a consequence of the great enthusiasm aroused by
that splendid triumph, and the increased activity which was developed
among the Americans in Upper Georgia, Colonel Campbell found it
expedient to evacuate Augusta. This famous engagement was fought
carly on the morning of the eventful day. The combined forees of
Colonels Pickens, Dooly, and Clarke were then in active pursuit of
Colonel Boyd, who was intent upon g junction with the infamous Tory
officer, Daniel MeGirth, on Little River.

As the patriots neared the camp of the Loyalists, who were seemingly
unconscious of their coming, they devised an order of battle. A strong
vanguard moved 150 paces in advance. The right and left wings, con-
sisting each of 100 men, were, respectively, commanded by Colonels
Dooly and Clarke: while the center, numbering 200 men. was led by
Colonel Pickens. On their approach, the pickets fired and retreated,
Hastily forming his line in rear of his encampment, Colonel Boyd pre-
pared to repel the assault.  After acquitting himself with great bravery,
he, with his immediate command, was overpowered and driven hack upon
the main body. In the retreat, Boyd fell, mortally wounded. Upon
this, the enemy, abandoning horses, baggage, and munition wagons. fled
through the swamp, and reformed on the high ground hevond. Here
the conflict, which was measurably sanguinary, was rencwed. At
length, the Americans gained complete possession of the hill: and the
Loyalists, routed at all points, rapidly withdrew from “the seene of
action. They 1 © some seventy of their number dead upon the field;
 while seventy-five ‘were included among their wounded and captured.
" On thr-(m\rt of the revolutionists, nine were slain and twenty-three
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woundéd. Colonel Clarke's gallantry and military sagacity, on this
oceasion, were worthy of all praise.

The defeat of Genera! Ash, with his eight hundred troops, on Briar
('reck, in the spring of 1770, is cursorily referred to. It was a most
mortifying affair. Colonel Campbell resolved on his dislodgment, and
for the effectuation of this, he utilized the services of 1,700 trained men—
fMore than twice Ash’s command. The hattle was soon changed into
an inglorions rout: the gallant conduct of Genera! Elbert, and his cori-
tingent, standing tirm in the face of flying soldiers, redeeming the day.
He fought until the means for prolonging the struggle had ceased to be
available.  The American loss in that engagement was 150, killed and

“drowned ; and about 200 were wounded or captured: many of General

Ash’s force succeeding, by swimming, in escaping to South Carolina.
The British casualtics were only six killed and ten wounded. .

With the ratification of the treaties of May 1, 1779, with the French
sovereign, it was thought by many that the situation would be materially
relieved. On tite 1st of September of the same year, Count D’'Estaing
madg his welcome appearance on the Georgia Coast.  So unexpected was
his coming, tMt several English vessels were surprised and captured
near the mouth of the Savannah River. Ten days later, his first debark-
ation was effected; 1,200 of his best troops being successfully landed
at Beaulicu.  So eager was the Count to commence active operations
that he decided to take the initiative, without awaiting the arrival of
General Lincoln and his Americans.  And so, on the 16th of Septembicr,
he made formal demand on Gen. Augustine Prevost, commanding the
British army, for the surrender of Savannah to the King of France.
As a result of their correspondence, it was agreed that a truce of twenty-
four hours' duration should be accorded.

Wan Hint: Wagke THE FayMors REVOLUTIONARY PATTLE oF KETTLE CREEK WAS
Fovgur.,  Fight males west of Washington is War [Hill, the scene of the famous battle
of Kettle Creek. Here, on St Valentine's Day, February 14, 1770, a decisive victory
by the Amerieans sounded the death knell of Toryism in Upper Georgia. The ground
on which this crucial engagement was fought has been acquired for menforial pur-
poses by Kettle Creek Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, which
patriotic organization, with the help of the United States Government, will furnish
it with appropriate markers and preserve it for posterity as a monument top American
valor. We quote the following deseription Afﬁhg battle ground from the pen of
Miss Eliza Bowen; the aceredited historian of Wilkes: ‘T have myself seen the
battle-ground of Kettle Creek, which is on a plantation now belonging to Henry
Slaton.  There is a steep bluff on the south side of the ereek, which js to this day
ealled War Hill, by people living in the neighborhood. On the north side is a low
meadow, beyond which, near the cteek, is a swamp, part of which was then covered
by a cane brake. Boyd’'s men were killing bullocks and parching corn when they
snevpectedly heard the firing of pickets.””  According to Miss Bowen, the Americans,
in this engagement, were only 500 strong, while there were not less than 700 men
under Colonel Boyd. On the eve of the battle, Elijuh Clarke camped in the neigh-
borhood of whot is now the Jordan ‘hurial:g'ouml near Ciarke 's Station, where
several of the members of his family were afterwards buried. The old soldier
ntually acquired large bodies of land on Kettle Creek, and today ali the original
A< and titles run back to him. Tt is said that fer ycars it was not unugual for
parties who were on the tramp through this section to pick up musket balls, old
Payonet<, old gun-barrels and other odd and curicus relics, which recent hard rains
had bronghit to the surface of the ground. ~As late as 1876 an old silver coin was
fonindon thie hattlefield of Kettle Creck, which/according to last accounts, was owned
by Henry Slaton, -
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Bishop Stevens, in Volume II of his authoritative work, gives an excellent uccount
of the battle of Kettle Creek. Says he: * .

“*The enemy having effected a passage into Georgia, Pickens and Dooly, now
joined by Colonel Clurke, resolved to follow; and they accopdingly crossed the Savan-
uah on February 12, 1779, and camped tlw\fcuowing night ‘within four miles of the
¢aemy. Forming the line of march in the order-of battle, the Americyns now pre-
pared once more, at a great disadvantage of numbers,_t¢ ontest,wifh the Tories
for the supremacy of Upper Georfia. Muck depended on this bun‘le. If=Bozd
should be successful in driving back the Americans, under such men as Eickens and
Dooly and Clarke, he might rest assured that no further molesigtion, at ﬁ‘asi_t for a
very long time, ‘gpuld follow, and all would yield to. the British power; while, on
the other hand, should the Americans be successful, it would not only erush the Tory,
power, already so galling to the people, but protect them from further insult, and
give n stimulus tc American courage, which a lony series of disasters made essential.
It was a moment big with the fate of Upper Georgia,

“*Iloyd, with a carelessness evinving great lack of military skill and prudence,
had halted on the morning of the 14th of February [1779], at a farm near Kettlo
Creek, in_Wilkes County, having no suspicion of the near approach of the Americans,
and his ariny was dispersed in various directions, killing and gathering stock, cooking
and other operations. Having reconnoitered the enemy’s position, the Americans,
under Pickens, advanced in three divisions: the right under Colonel Dooly, the lef
under Colonel Clarke, and the center led by thé commander himself, with orders ot
to fire a gun uatil within at least thirty paces. As the center, led by Pickens,
marched to the ntteqk. Boyd met them, at the head of a select party, his line being,
protected by a fencefilled with fallen timber, which gave him a freat advantage over
the troops im his front. Observing this half-formed abafis, Pickens filed off to a
rising ground on his right, and thence gaining the flank of Boyd rushed upon him
with great bravery—the enemy fleeing when they saw the leader shot down before
them. IHe was sustained in this charge by Dooly and Clarke, and the enemy, after
fighting with great bravery, retired across the creek, hut were rallied by Major
Spurgen, on a hill beyond, where the battle was again renewed with fierceness.

**But Colonel Clarke, with about fifty Georgians, having discovered a path leading
to a ford, pushed through it, though in doing so he encouatered a severe fire anid
his horse shot down under him, and, by & circuitous route, rose upon the hill in the
rear of Spurgen, when, opening a deadly fire, the enemy, hemmed in on both =ides,
fled, and were hotly pursued by the victors, until the conquest was complete. For an
hour and a half, under great disadvantage, and against a force almost double,
had the Americans maintained the unequal contest, and, though once or twice it
seemed as if they must give way, especially when the Tories had gained the hill, and
were reinforced under Spurgen; yet the masterly stroke of Clarke, with his few
brave Georgians, turned the scale, and victory, bloody indeed but complete, was
ours, "’

Capt. Hugh McCall, who was present at the battle of Kettle Creek, thus deseribes
the death of the famous Tory leader. Says he: ‘‘After the action was ended,
Colonel Pickens went to Colonel Boyd and tendered him any services which his
present situation would authorize, and observed that, since his wounds apjeared to
be ‘mortal, he would recommend those preparations which approaching death re
quired.  Boyd thanked him for his civilities and inguired the result of the hattle.
Upon being informed that victory was with the Americans, he observed that it
would kave been othierwise if he had not fallen. He said that he had maurched Trom
his rendezvous with eight hundred men, of which number une hundred werd killed
aud wounded, or deserted at the Savannah River; and that on the morning of the
action there were seven hundred men under his command. He had the promise of
Colonel Campbell that McGirth, with five hundred men, should join him ut Little
Kiver, about six ‘miles from the field of battle, on the same eyening or on the ensuing
day and he concluded hy saying that he had but a few hours to live, and requested
that Color»! Pickens would leave two men with him to furnish him with water aind
to bury fHolter he died; also that Colonel Pickens would write a letter to Mrs
Boyd to inform her of his fate, and therewith send her a few articles which he had

] \N‘inm Bacon Stevens, in Vol. IT, ‘* History of Georgin,'* New York, 1547,
Vol I—19
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about his person. He expired early in the night; and his requests of Colonel Pickens
were faithfully eomplied with,””*  From the standpoint of an eyewitness, Captain
MetCall further informs us in regard to this battle that Clarke and Dooly, who com
manded the two wings, had 100 men each dnd that Colonel Pickens, who led the
center, had 230 men, thus making the odds four to seven in favor of the British;
but it was nevertheless ordained that victory should perch upon the American arms.—
“Georgis's Landmarks, Memorials and Legends,’” L. L. Knight, Vol. L.

We are indebted to the thorough and exhaustive researches of Mrs. T. M. Green,
of Washington, Georgia, for the most complete list which exists today of those who

took part in the battle of Kettle Creek. It 1s a work of priceless historwal value *

because it contains the names of Revolutionary ancestors from whom thousands of
people today prominent throughout the South have sprung. Mrx. Greene has put
under tribute every source of informution within her reach, including the official
records of Wilkes County, the ** Historial Collections and Statistics of Georgia'’ by
White, the ol newspaper files of the state, together with manuscripts, letters,
wrap-books and diaries preserved by fumilies iy Wilkes County since the earliest
tumes.  The hist is as followse

Elijah Clarke, John Dooly, Micajah Willimnson, Hugh MeCall, George Dooly,
Thomas Dooly, John Freemun, Daniel Freeman, Coldrop Freeman, Stephen Heard,
Hallman Freeman, James Freenfan, William Freeman, Barnard Heard, John Heard,
Jeske Heard, Austin Dabney, James Willams, Samuel Whatiey, Benjamin Wilkinson,
Benjamin Hart, .\l\nnum Harmy Naney Hart, Nancy Darker, Elisha Wilkinson, John
Nelson, ~ Staples, Joe Phillips, Zachariah Phillips, James Little, Andrew Pickens
of South Carolina, Joseph Pickens, John Clarke, Owen Fluker, John Fluker, Will
Fluker, K. Sutton, Wylie Pope, William Pope, Henry Pope, Burwell Pope, Richard
Tyner, Absalom Bedell, Benjumin Catchings, William Downs, Henry Manadne, Scott
Redden, Joseph Scott Redden, George Redden, Jucob McLendon, George Walton,
a cousin of the Signers, Jesse Walton, John Walton, Nathaniel Walton, Robert
Walton, Daniel Burnett, Ivhabod Burnett, John Burnott, Richard Aycock, Robert
Day, Joseph Day, John Gorham, Dionysins Oliver, Daniel Coleman, John Coleman,
Thomas Stroud, James Melean, Jacob Ferrington, William Bailey, John Glass,
Thomas Glass, Charles Beddingfield, William Harper, Robert Harper, John Crutch-
fiekd, Francis Triplett, James Alexander, John Candler, Cade, —— Bridges,
Captain Anderson, Ambrose Heasley, Jeter Stubblefield, John Lamar, James Lamar,
Zachariah Lamar, Basil Lamar, L. Williamson, —— Saffold, — Finley, Joka
1, John Lindsey, William Morgan, William Terrell, John Colley, Nathan Smith,

— Marbury, Walker, —— Combs, Stephen Evans, William Evans, John Evans,
—— Cosby, —— Foster, Montgomery, James White, —— Arnold, —— Truitt,
——— Snow, Johu Chandier.—Ibid. Vol. 1.

Fraan CLakke: Tue Beprokn ForresT o THE RevoruvTion.—Stern and releut-
less -a besom of destruction to the foes of liberty—Elijah Clarke was the most
colossal figure of the Revolutionary war period in Georgia. He was only an un-
lettered man of the frontier; but he possessed the ruggeld r‘,mnts of strength which
made bim a leder in times of ‘great stress. When the tockin of war sounded, the
wenius of command arose within him; and, without waiting to receive a commission,
he gathersd about him a band of sturdy woodsmen, like himself, whom he t.rline-[
for vombat in the verdant arenns of the forest.. During the dark days of the struggle
tor independence when Toryism, drunk with po%er, unlocsed the furies of war upon
the state, it was to this singular man of destiny that the whole of the up-country
turned for deliverance as if by a sort of common instinct; and he became literdlly a
pillar of fire in the wilderness, He gave the Tories no quarter; and backwoodsman
though he was, his burly arm of strength was felt across the seas, where it planted
the ehallenge of the Georgin Torest on the very steps of the English throne.

Little is known of the early life of Elijah Clarke. Beyond the fact that he was
born in Filgecombe County, North Carolina, in 1733, there is nothing definite to be
gleaned from the records. Equally silent is the voice of history in regard to his
lineage, though he is supposed to have been of Scoteh-Irish extraction. The family
lovated in what is now Wilkes, on the lands purchased by Governor Wright, in 1773,

' *““Iistory of Georgin,”’ Vol. 11, p. 399, reprinted, Atldnta, 1909.
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from the Indians. Since there were no formal grants made at the time, the settlers
were free to locate where they chose, but they weré forced by the exigencies of frontier
life to foptify themselves against dispossession by exhibiting shot-gun titles.. The
Indians learmed to dread the austere North Carolinan long before his stvord was
unsheathed against the red-coats of King George the Thi )

It was in command of a body of horsemen that this baﬂ\..!miuh( of the up
country. first appeared upon the scene in the opening drama of*
England. We find him at this time guarding some wagons whick were loaded with
supplies for the little army at Savanpah, Attacked by Indians while crossing o
stream, a severe contes: ensued, but the skirmish ended in the flight of the .-:u‘gn»s.
Not long after this em'unnn-r.* joined General Hewe in the latter’s ill-timed
expedition against St. Augustine and was severely wounded in the disastrous fight
which followed. He then returned to his home in the up-ceuntry, where the deep
solitude of the forest seemed to hide him, until the invasiontof Georygin by the
British, when first Savannah and then Augusta lowered the patriotic flag.  To com-
plete the subjugation of the state, a body of Tories under Colonel Boyid was dis,
patchea to take possession of the forts on the frontier.

But in the meantinfe Colonel Clarke was not idle. When word came of the full
of Savaunah he knew what it meant. Georgia was_soon-to he overrun by her
enemies. He was still nursing an old wound; but he no sooner henrd the news than
he reached for his sword whicli hung upon” the walls of his cabin. At the same timo

“he strapped his trusty rifle across his shoulders. Then committing his loyed ones

to the eare.of Providence, he mounted his horse and rode day and night over the
country, grathering together his li band of patriots. At the hend of his troops
he then hastened to join Dooly and*Pickens in bidding defiance to the invader. *The
two hostile armies met at Kettle Creek, not far from the present town of Washing-
ton, where, by the shrewd foresight of Elijah Clarke, in seizing a strategic point in
the enemy's rear, the tide of battle was turned in favor of the Americans. Colonet
Boyd was mortally wounded, bis army annihilated, and Toryism in Georgin for a
season at least overthrown.

HHowever, Colonel Innis, a Scotch loyalist, was soon disputched to the frontier,
giving rise to another series of engagements. For months, at the head of his little
band of patriots, Clarke waged a guerilla warfare, spending most of his time in the
swamps, He scarcely knew what it was during this period to sleep with a roof over
his head. Often he was face to face with hunger. The weariness of exhaustion if
not of discontent began to show itself in the haggard features of his troops. But
4n the end Innis was routed and, on to Augusta, Clarke led his victorious men of the
woods.  Ile knew that permanent peace rould never come to the up country until this
stronghold was recovered. So, mustering strength for the decisive blow, he hurled
himself against the town. Success was almost at hand. In fact, he was temporarily
in possession, when the British garrison was unexpectedly re-enforced. The torture
of Tantalus scized the backwoodsman at this sudden turn o affairs, but realizing the
futility of further efforts in this direction, he withdrew to await future developments,

It was at this critical moment when Toryism was again threatening Upper Georyia
that Elijah Clarke collected the helpless women and children of the Hrond River
settlement, and, with the aid of Col. William Candier, conveyed them over the moun-
tains to the Watauga valley in the extreme northeast corner of Tennessec. This
humane task having been successfully accomplished, he was soon back in the midst
of the fighting. Though not in actual command, it was Colonel Clarke, at the heud
of hi% Wilkes riflemen, who won the day in the battle of Bluckstocks 1n South
Carolina, by skillfully turning the enemy’s flank. Again wounded at Long Cane
he had scarcely recovered before he was seized by an attack of small-pox.  But he
was nevertheless on hand at the siege of Augurta, where the final consummation of
hn: dream was realized in the hoisting above the fort of the triumphant American
colors.

’ As a reward for his gfllnn! services in the Revolution, the State of Georgia gave
hlm'a to_quliuion as mioigeneral and o handsome geant of land. He was also
r}aou-ﬂ to represent the state in treaty negotiations with the Indians, Whenever
there was troub]“__l!pper Georgia, the settlers turned instinctively to Elijah (larke;
and some few years l&, at the battle of Jack’s Creek, with his son, John ('Inrkl-..
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then ¢ly more than a lad, nevertheless a fighter and a veteran of the Revolution,

I

another trophy of war to his belt of victories.

Then come an episode in the career of Elijuh Clarke which has somewhat eclipsed
aved darhenssl his fame as a patriot,, viz, his effort to establish a trans-Oconee
copablic and his connivancd with foreign powers.  But nothing in the way of real
di=honor attaches to his motives even in these transactions, net withstanding the odor
of treason which seems to invest, them, He was un old sollier who had never eul-
tivated the grace of restraint and who had always commanded an independent body

of troops, subject to no higher power than himself, and he merely sought in his owr®

way to rigd Georgin of the incubus of an Indian problem. The fact that two Futopean
powers made overtures to him is testimony of the mast pronounced character to his
wnlitary genius.  Misjudged by his friends and maligned by his foes, General Clarke
retired to his home in Wilkes, where death eventually brought him *‘surcease of sor
row.”" He died on Janvary 15, 1799, His last will and testament is on record in
the County of Lincoln; and, while there is no positive evidence in regard to the place
of hin harial, the local traditions point clearly to Lincoln, which was cut off from
Wilkes soon after the decease of the old hero.

Iron and velvet were strangely mixed in the character of this singular man. His
life presents an enizma, in the solving of which the historians are at sea. He was
the very embodiment of gentleness in shielding the defenseless women and children
of thy, Broad Kiver District, but in dealing with the Tories there was no milk of
human kindness ifhis breast. To the quality of mercy he was an absolute stranger;
and Shylock himself was not more remorseless in exacting his pound of flesh from
the ** Merchant of Venice.'' He squarél accounts with the Tories by pinning them
to the letter of the Mosaic law—'*‘an eye for an eye and a tootk for a tooth.”’ But
when we remember what he suffered at the hands of the Tories, who turned his family
out of doors, who burned his home to ashes, who murdered an inoffensive son in the
presence of his wife, and whose hands were red with the blood of babes in tle
cradle, we can hardly blame him for registering an oath to be revenged upon the
perpetrators of deeds so foul in the face of heaven. Without training in the school
of arms—an uneducated rustic—he was not unlike the great Confederate horseman,

_Gen, N. B. Forrest. In the opinion of not a few critics the latter was the foremos

soldier of the Civil war; and there will be no one to challenge the statement that
among the soldiers of Georgin in the American Revolution the stalwart form of the
vietor of Kettle (:gy:k lifts by far the loftiest plume.—'‘Georgia * Landmarks,
Memorials and Legends,’' L. L. Knight, Vol. I. »

Tur Toxies: Georcia's RetaN or Texror—In proportion to the population there
were more Tories in Georgia than in any other state. Some of them were no doubt
honest people, who really believed that the Americans were wrong in rebelliny against
the English government; but many of them were mean and selfish men, who only
wished to be on the strong or winning side. By the British subjugation of Georgia
nearly all of the patriots of fighting age were driven out of the state, leaving their
property and their helpless families bebiud, fhlle the Tories remained unmolested
at home. James \'Vrigl\t, the royal governor, “eame «<back from England and was
onve more placed at the head of the Georgia government.

By the ist of February, 1779, the British were in almost complete possession of
the state. The commander, Colonel Campbell, issued a proclamation calling on the
people to take the oath of nllo):inn’e to the King and Government of England. He
promised that those who would take the oath should not be molested but declared
that those who refused would be driven from the colony and what i\mpeny they left
would he confiseated.  Frightened by this threat, a great many people took the oath
and heeame British subjects; these people were called Torigs. But many refused
to take the oath because they would rather suffer banishment, or cven death, than
sive up the heroie struggle for independence; these were called Patriots. So the
people of Georgin were divided into these two parties, Tories and Patriots, and
they hated each other with a bitter hatred. ) {

Sunn after the fall of Savannah, a relgn of terror was inaugurated. Between
the Bieitish and the Tories, there was no end to the suffering inflicted upon the state;
Lut the Tories were far worse than the British. They formed themselves into mili-

tary conqanics, which were nothing more than bands of ruffians. They f8ved over
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the country on horseback and on foot, committing all sorts of outrages, rolbiny the
people, burning houses, throwing old men into prison, insulting women, hanging
every patriot soldier they could lay hands upon, sometin.es even murdering children,
and showing no merey to any one who favored the Americancéouse. In 1o other
state were the Tories so wicked and cruel™as in Geergia, fThey were even worse
than the savage Indians, whom they employed téhelp them.

The worst of these Georgia Tories kqx- a man by the nay of Thewgs lrown,
He bad always been a Tory; and in the carly days of the-Kevolution he had nunde
himself 5o obnoxious to the patriotic people of Augusta, where he lived, thut “une
day a crowd of men dragged him out of his office, nnd, stripping him to N.,_ﬂ—mdnr,
poured over his naked Lody & pot of soft tar, and then over the tay emptied @il
case full of fenthe® which stuck to the tar and made poor Erown look hke u big,
ugly, trizzled chicken. Thus tarred and featheved, they seated him in an open wiagon
drawn by three mules and hauled him about the streets of Augusta, while o great
crowi followed with hoots and jeers. After lnxnrn-ﬁxlg him for an hour or two they
turned him loose with the warning that'if he did not leave town within twenty-four
hours they would kill him. For quiu; a while Brownskept his negrosservant busy
washing @ tar and feathers from his body; then he pat on his clothes, and. raising
his right liand toward heaven, he took a solemn oath that he would he avenged for
this great shame and outrage. He left; hut many months afterwards he came back,
and how well he kept his oath is a stery written in blood! S

It was when Georgia fell into the hands of the British that Brown came backy
and soon he Leeame the ehief leader of the Tories in the state. Ie way a well
educated, intelligent man, and possessed military skill, o that he was made a colonel
in the English army) and was placed in command of Augusta, his old home. Tiie
force under him was comiposed of about half and half ‘of Tories ard Indians. Jlis
opportunity had now come. Al of the Patriots of fighting age had left Aungusta and
were in the American army. Brown confiscated their property, threw their old gray-
haired fathers and grandfathers into prison, expelled their helpless wives and children
from home, and drove them 200 miles away into North Carolina, The sufferings
along the journey were awful. Some of them died from exposure and exhaustion,
and many were made invalids for life by the hardships endured on the dreadful
march.

In Séptembier, 1780, Gen. Elijah Clarke, with a small army of patriots, undertook
to recapture Augusta. He succeeded in driving Brown’s army out of the city, and
they took refuge in a large building just outside of the town known as the Wyite
House. Brown hed the doors and windows barricaded and bored holes in the walls,
throligh which his marksmen, with 'ong-range rifles, held the Americans at bay.
The building was completely surrounded by the patriots, but General Clurke lud
no ecannon with which he could batter down the house, so he had to depend upon
starving out the Tories. For four days and nights he held them hesieged, till
provisions were nearly exhausted, and every drop of water was gone. In one of the
large upper rooms of the house lay forty poor, wounded Tories, with no medivines
and no bandages or salves for their wounds and not a drop of water to appease
their feverish thirst. Evén in the American camp their shrieks of agony and their
wild eries for ‘‘water! water!’’ could be plainly heard. Brown himself was severely
wounded, shot through both thighs, and was suffering dreadfully; but he never gav
up. He had himself ecarried round from room to room in an arm-chair to direct
and encourage his men, who were nearly crazed with exhaustion. General Clarke
sent a flag of truce to the unsubdued officer and begged him in the name of humanity
to surrender, but he positively refused. He was as brave an® heroic as he was had
and eruel,

At last, on the morning of the fifth day, the relief for which Brown hal leen
looking came. Colonel Cruger, with a large detachment of British regulars, sud-
denly appeared on the other side of the river, ir response to a seeret message which
Brown had sent to him. on the day he left Augusta. General (Marke, knowing that
he could not contend against this large force, withdrew his army and quickly re

treated. 1. "t behind him thirty wounded Americans who were unalle to march,

_ supposing, of course, that they would be treated as prisoners of war. He knew not

ﬂlw the cruel heart of Thomas Brown, though he afterwards learned to kuow it
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Selecting tnirteen of the wounded American soldiers, Brown caused them to be
hanged from the high balustrade of the stairease in the White Houre, 0 that he
angrht witness the dyng agonies of these men as he lay on his couch in the ball
below.  And as each victim was ppshed from the balustrade and feil with a dull
thud at the end of the rope, Mrn‘-n would utter a grunt of satisfaction. He turned
the rest of the prisoners over to the tender mercies of the Indian allies, who, forming
a ke around them an the front yard of the White House, put them to death by
slow _and fiendish tortures, ,

When, in 1751, Augusta was at last captured by the Americans, Brown was taken
prisoner.  Knowing that if the soldiers could put hands on him they would tear
the poor feliow hmb from hmo, the American commander had him earried dowp
the river inoa boat under a strong guard. It is strange that he was not court
martinled und hanged, o fate which he richly deserved. The Americans were too
megetul to him, Brown was afterwards extfianged and rejoined the British army,
aml il the end of the war continued his fierce fighting and cruel work. After the
war was over, realizing that he could not live in America, he took refuge in Englaod

= Thereo i the year 1812, he was convieted of forgery and thrown into prison, where
he erded hisinfambus Life in disgrace and ignominy.

another bad Tory, and Brown's right nand mian. They

panions in arms awd companions in eruel deeds.  Xever was

there poge b together, in the commission of Jawlessness, two men worse than Brown

and Grwerson, the GRargia Tory.  Grierson, like Brown, was a colonel in the British

army. Fort Grerson, at Augusta, was ng

Colenel Grierson was

wd for ham. 1t was one of the strongest
stege of Nugusta, was fought one of the
bldodiest battles of the Revolution in the state.  When Augusta wm.‘ eaptured by the
Amenicans, Grierson, like Brown, was taken prisoner. To save him from l'ming
mabbed by the soldiers, the American commander had him bidden away in a little
house some distance from town and placed a strong guard around him; l-'ut suddenly,
about twilight, a soldier on horse hack galloped up and, hefore the guards knew what
he was abont, theew his gun to his shoulder, shot Grierson throw the window, and
then, wheehng, galloped away.  During the night, in dreadful agony, Grierson died
of the wound. The man who shot him was supposed to be Samuel Alexander, the son
of John Alexander, an old man seventy-eight years old, whom Girierson had treated
with samvpge eruelty, when be and Brown held sway in Augusta. Young Alexander
was never arrested or tried for the deed.

fart~ n Gvorgi, a around at, at the

Daniel MeGisth was another notorious Tory of Georgia. Unlike Brown, he,was
an igmorant, unedueated man; and, unlike Rrown, too, he started out as an ardent
patriot.  He wax horn and reared in South Carolina and was a good frontiefsman,
as active and lithe as a panther.  1e was also a fine horseman and a splendid shot,
amd was among the first to take up arms in the American cause. Somehow he
drifted into South Georgia, where he belonged to the little band of patriots who
<o Lravely rosisted the invasion of the British frmg Florida. He acted as { scout
and spy for the Americans, and he rendered thm_n'wst important service,

MetGirth brought with him from South Carolina a thbroughbred horse, of which
he was very prowl.  She was an iron-gray mare with a snow-white blaze in her fore-
head, and he ealled her Gray Goose. She was considered the finest hofse in the
\merwan army, beantiful, intelligent, and swift as the wind. A captain in the
American army took a great faney to “he animal and tried to buy her from MeGirth,
offering him o large price, but MeGirth refused to part with her, This angered the
ain, who, ont of spite, mistreated MeGirth in many ways, as an officer can mis-
# < hordinate, if he chooses.  MeGirth was a high-spirited fellow. Irritated
beyoml endurance, he one day insulted the officer ‘and raised his*arm .o strike Lim;
but some one intervened and stopped the ‘blow. Now, to strike a saperior officer
o grmve crime in the army, so McGirth was tried by court-martial and sentenced
to receive ten lashes with a cowhide on his bare back three days in succession. The
first whipping was administered and he was put into the guard house to await'his
secomt humiliation,  The feelings of this high-spirited man can be imagined, as he

pavedt g and down in his cell and brooded over the bitter shame to which he was
Being subijocted :

) .\)-nnf twilight, as he was gazing through “ﬁ’primn bars, McGihh spiodyGny
Gioose, Nitched to a tree not far away. He gave a low, peculiar whistle, and Gray

L
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Goose, recognizing the signal, raised her beautiful head and ut't‘mcd an affectionate
whinny in response. This was more than be could stand. With a broken trowel
which.he found in his cell, he tore the masonry from around the prison bars; then,
with almost superbuman strength, he pulled out one of the lmn:/ amd, through the
parrow crack, squeezed his long body and, rushing out, sprang-on Gray. Goose and
dushed awgy. The guards called to him to halj<hut he only shook his fist at- them
and velled n droml!ul‘vurw, and plungvd juto the divkness on his, fleet mmz‘l steed,
hoc-ll.mis of the musket-balls that whistled about his head: ~— .

MeGirth's whole nature was seemingly perverted by the bad treatmént which he
nad received. He deserted to the enemy and joined the British army, nr‘l from
then to the end of the war feught ferociously against the Amori«\ns. Of coptse,
the bad treatment wigkh he received from the American officer was' no excuse, Dot
McGirth was as unprincipled as he was brave and fierce.

He was made a colonel in the British army and put at the head of a powerful
Tory banil, which for many months was the weourge »f (he state. He was a perfect
ruffian in his manner of warfare. From the Florida line to Elbert County and over
into South Carolina his name was a terror to the people. Many were the fearful
«tories told of McGirth and his blaze-faced horse. A whole book might be written
about his diring deeds and his inhuman cruelties. He was twice wounded, but was
never taken prisoner. A big reward was oﬂ.erm] for his capture, and thousands were |
trying to cateh him and often had him in & tight placs; but in every emergency he
was saved By the fleet foot of his hest friend, Gray Goose. ) ~

After lh; war was over, he went to Florida, which wils glu-n owned by thi”
Spaniards.  For some offense or crime there he wag arrested and thrown into prison
in the old fort of h']i-\;\ugun‘!ine. After an imprisonment of five years he was
relensed, but he was so wenk and broken in health that-he could barkly drag himself
back to. his wife®in his rude rou'n‘.r_v home in Sumter District, South Carolind. There
he soon died in peace, and there he now lies hnricd.—_—“ﬁtarics of Georgia History,"’
J. Harris Chappell. '

But there were some Tories of an altogether different pattern. Mr. John Couper,
i a letter written when he was eighty-three years of age and dated St. Simon (]
Island, April 16, 1842, narrates an anecdote of the famols and eccentrie Capt. Rory
McIntosh, who was attached as a volunteer to an infantry company, at the time
of the siege of Fort Morris. The company was within the lines which Colonel Fuser
bad thrown around the fort and the ndjucelﬁ town of Sunbury. Early one morning
when Rory had made free with mountain dew, he insisted on sallying out to summon
the fort to surrender. His friends could not restrain him, so out he strutted, clay-
more in hand, followed by his faithful slave Jim, and approached the fort, ronring
out:

“*Surrender, you miscreants. How dare you resist his Majesty's arms'"’

Col. John MeIntosh, his kinsman, was in command of the fort, and, secing his
situation, he forbade any one firing, threw open the gate, and said:

“*Walk in, Mr. MecIntosh, and take possessiin.'’

““No,"" said Rory, ‘T will not trust myself among such vermin; but T order you
to surrender.’’

Just then a rifle was fired, the ball from which passed through his face, sidewise,
under his eyes. He stumbled and fell backwards, but immediately recovered, and
flovrishing his sword retreated. Several shots followed. Jim called out: *‘Run,
massa, run, dey kill you.”’

“‘Run, poor slave,’’ indignantly exclaimed Rory; ‘‘thou mayst run, but I come
of a race that never rums.’’

Jim stated to Mr. Couper that, in rising from the grounu, his master puts his
hand for the first time to one of his cheek-bones and, finding it bloody, he raised it
to the other also; both were covered with blood. He backed safely into the lines.*

———NaxcY HArT's, BrAVE ExpLoiT.—Among the heroines of history an exalted rank
must be assigned to the Boadicea of the Revolution—Nancy. Hart.t Born of the

* White’  Historical Collections of Georgia.'’

e t Naney Hart’s maiden name was Naney Morgan. She came from North Caro-

lina, and is said to have been related to Gen. Danie! Morgan, of the Revolution. Her
hu“d, pt. Benjamin Hirt, came from Kentucky; and kis brother, Thomus Hart,
was the father-in-law of Henry Clay and the uncle of Thomas Hart Benton.
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race of Amazons, she was one of the most courageons masterpieces of fmr sex; but
for much of her prestize in the war department she was indebted to an unheroie
blemizh which would have kept Helen of Troy safe in Sparta, prevented the Trojan
war and robbed the classie world of Iomer's Iliad. Morecover, it would have ren-
an Bgyptisn queen as unattractive to the eyes of courtship as was ‘ever an
Egyptian mummy of the Hyksos dynasty; it would likewise have spoiled the Biblical
legend of Queen Esther and mutilated the exquisite romance of Mary Queen of
Neats, .

dere

She was cross eyed!
Soma o
have ehang

saidd that if Cleopatra’s nose had leen sligitly tilted it would
the countenanee of medieval times. It <ounds suspaciously Lke Douglas
Jerrold. Certuinly it is true that if the illstarred Empress had been cross eved
he coubl never have captivated the famous general who, lured by the fatal eharm
of beauty, srorned the plebisn flowers of the Tiber to pluck the imperial Llossom
of the Nile; and equally is it true that unless the Georgia war-queen had been eross.
exed she coulid never have hell five British officers at bay with an old blunderbuss
which might have hung fise when she triel o shoot.

Tt was Jduring the troublous days of Toryism in Upper Georgin that Naney Hart,
woan bumble cabin of the backwoods, electrified the whole tragie theater of war with
the story of her hold r-.'n;:lnn-. Up to thia time, it surpassed anything in the entire
Revolutionary annals; and, ealling across ‘the sea to France, it challenfed the
prowess ofg the Maid of Orleans. Roth Savannah and Augusta had become the
strongholds of the ]lr&ah; and all the frontier belt had commenced to swarm with
Torws, whose battlecry was havoe. CGen. Elijah Clarke had recently transported
most of the women and children of the Broad River settlement to the Holston region
of Kentacky, preparatory to waging direful warfare against the human wolves and
Jnrkals that infested the thickets of Upfler Georgia at this period. Hut Nancy Hart

© ok not traveled in the wake of the noted rifleman.  She may have had some intima-

tion ot the part which she was expected to play in the Tory extermination. At any
rate, sho was squared for action when the curtain rose upon the little drama which
was destined to exhibit her feminine pluck in the most amazing degree, and to start
her hitherto unheralded name upon the circuit rounds of Christendom.

Suggestive as the situation was of danger for the live targets who shivered in
front of the fowling piece, it was also spiced with some flavor of humor to behold
five Tory protectors of the realm terrorized by an undaunted edition of Georgia
pluck, who, instead of wearing the spike-tail of the Continental army, wore the
petticoat of the calico brigade. Given to bloody deeds of violence as the Tories
were, they were like helpless babes in the wood as they stood before the flashing eyes
of this war shod Diana of the forest. They were naturally perplexed. Never before
il they looked into the barrel of an old shotgun behind which were stationed Such

aml taken the place of eyeballs in the grim sockets above the cheekbone, they could
not have flashed more defiantly the brimstone message of the lower world. It, was
undeniably an embarrassing moment; for each mem of the squad thought in his
consternation that she was aiming her buckshot at him, and, like an upright piece of
lumber whose business it was to prop the ceiling, he stood riveted to the floor.

At last one of them, recovering from the paralytic spell, ventured forward to
wrest the weapon from her hand, but instantly as lightning he received the leaden
charge anto his bosom and fell lifeless wpon the timbers. Before another member
of the party could advance, she kad snatehed another musket and proceeded to hold
berself in readiness for the second victim. But he was loath to approach, for it
wos evident at this stage of the game that the lady of the house knew how to shoot.
She might appear to be looking in all directions, but she could see straight ahead.

Succor now arrived.  Captain Hart, having learned of the visit of the Tories,
Appeared npon the deorstep in good time to see his wife drilling the squad in defen-
st tactice, But he reached the house none too soon. Time wns now most precious,
Another moment might have changed the whole aspect of things. Well it was, tooy
that the sturly frontiersman brought substaitial re-enforcements, for an ill-directed
shot might have liberated some of the best blood of the colonies. As it was, with
e aicd of the stout museles which the neighbors lent to the task of making the
prisoners secure, the entire bunch was captured,/ asd in less than half an hedr,

. &

an infernal pair of optics. If red-hot coals had risen from the ground underneath :
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' X -
from the ends of good strong pieces of hemp, all of the Tories who survived the
little drama in the backwoods cabin”were left dancing in mid air to the tune ul‘<
Yankee Doodle. '

Cunning strategy made podsible the dramatic situation in n'yl--li\ Nuney Hart was
enabled successfully to defy the Tory band. e, lacked none of the clements of
Spartan courage, Lut, ‘added to the dare-devil apin!\?(\!hv mu‘:&?l ho.m'ss,. he also
possessed unusual presence of mind. Under the guise wf fensfline shypdifity, .shu
induced the Tories to believe that she was an easy nmrk.jt seems that _the firat
demand of the visitors, who arrived rather early in the foremoon, was for eur!f-llq%xfg
to appease the pongs of hunger.” Breakfast had already l'-m-n r«or\‘\!, amd Cajy fin
Hart having rejoincitgthe frontier guard, she was n'u'lulmu‘ to varions houscholi
duties.  But she stoppe 1 everything else to serve the travelers in thfv !m»t obsequious
style of the wayside tavern. Not by the least token did she exhibit the weakness
of feur or betray the stratagem which was quietly larking behind her shrewd eye-
brows, She disarmed them cofipletely of all suspicion and urged t)rem to feel
perfectly at home while she prepared the utensils in the big open fireplace for
dispensing w:;.m'n hospitality to the unexpected arrivals. Lest rlrc might appear to
be lacking ik courtesy to the strangers she also instructed the children to look after

the gentlemen, und busily she applied herself 1o the task of providing another meal. |

Finally when the Tories, having rlnr'k'ed enins, were beginning, like Jack Fulstafl,

““to take their ease’in their inm,'’ she managed to engage them in an opposite corner

of the room; and, falling back upon her own armory, she snatched an old fu\w'lint:- v
piece from the wall and instantly leveled the weapon at the breast-plates of the
surprised emissaries of John Ball.  As she did so, she dispatched one of tlu‘- young-
sters of the household to-the place where Captain Hart could be fodud, urging him
10 hasten to the beuse at once with able-bodied help; and she also stationed her eldest
danghter, Sukey, directly in the rear to fill the post of supply agent in the event
another lond of huckshot was required to keep the visitors bunched until re-enforce-
ments could arrive. Then followed in quick suecession the events which have already
been narrited. Captain Hart duly came upon the scene; the Tories were made
secure, and Naney Hart lowered her musket. Thus an tnprotected woman in the
danger-infested thickets of Upper Georgia during the darkest hour of the struggle
for independence, had not only outwitted and outbraved the wkole band of Tories,
but had added another immortal name to the*heroic roster of the Revolution.

Though memorialized in the county which bears her name, there seems to be little
certainty concerning the precise spot in which the heroine lies buried; but she needs
no help from the device of bronze or marble to keep her memory ablaze alout the
hearthstones of the Georgia commonwealth. She has ever been the fireside favorite
of the Georgia home. In the drama of the Revolution she claims the enthusiastic
plaudits of the Georgia youngster above all the other characters, She outstrips
Washiugton and overtops LaFayette and surpasses Sergeant Jasper; and, though
only an ill-favered countiy dame, yet ia childhood's verdict, hers is the lustiest shout
and hers the trdest weapon of all the hurrying host whose quick step answeredl
the battle cry of Lexington.

Grunting that ber eyes were crossed, they were true enough to sentinel the Georgia
forest in the hour of danger, and, like twin stars upon the morning sky, they were
glorious enough to light the dawn of liberty. Wherever she lies buried it s hal
lowed earth in which she rests Even Westminster Abbey might sue to enshrine the
ashes of this homely heroine of the Georgia backwoods, who, on the historic puge,
shares the austere company of sceptered sovereigns and receive: the kueeling vouws
of suhject princes from afar. It is enough to know that the courts of filwrty are
all the brighter for the luster which she lent to the annals of the Revolution; and,
borrowing the beautiful illusion of the olid Germanic myth, it is easy to imagine how
tue entrance to the great Valhalla must have swarmed with the spirits of the brave
departed as the Georgia heroine mounted the immortal hill, and how the solitude of
Jean d’Are, unbrohen through the lapse of seven centuries, must have brightened

with the elesi. ! announcement that Nancy Hart had come.—'* Reminiscences of

“« ™Famous Georgians,”’ L. L. Knight, Vol. II.

Mugus: THE LAST 70 Lower THE COLONIAL FraG.— Occupying an eminence
somewhat to"the south of old Sunbury, on lands belonging to the Calder estate, are
o~
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sti!l to be seen the ruins of the old stronghold which played such an important part
in the drama of independence: Fort Morris, Large trees are today growing upon
the parapets. Even the footpaths which lead to it, through the dense thickets, are
obscured by an undergrowth of .weeds and briars, bespeaking the desolation which
for more than a century hae broaded over the abandoned” earth-works. But the
massive embankments of the old fort can still be distinctly traced. It commands
the entrance to the Midway River, from which, however, both the sails of commerce
amd the ironclads of war have lon since vanished.

To one who is in any wise familiar with the history of the Revolution in Georgia,
it is pathetic to witness the wreckage which time has here wrought; but the splendid
memories which cluster about the preeinets, like an ever green mantle of ivy, ure
suflicient to fire the dullest imagination. There is little hope for the Georgian who
can stand unmoved upon these heroic heights. Tt was here that Gen. Charles Lee
‘nssembled his forees for the expedition i:)?o Florida, It was here that C'ol. Samuel
Elbert, under executive orders from Button Gwinmett, embarked his troops for the
assault upon St. Augustine. It was here that Col. John McIntosh, refusing to sur-
render the fort to an overwhelming force of the enemy, sent to the British commander
bis defiant message:e **Come and take it!"’

But what invests the old fort with the greatest interest perhaps is the fact that
when the State of Lieorgin was overrun by the British, consequent upon the full of
Savannah, it was the very last spot on Georgia «oil where the old Colohial flag was
still Mfurled.  kEgen an order from General Howe, directing an abandonment of the
stronghold, was *!n-gnnlv-l by the gallant oflicer in command, who preferred to
accept the gage of battle. It was not until beleaguered and stormed and overrun
by superior numbers that it finally _vn:l-hv-l to the terrific onslaught; and the next
memorial erected by the patriotic women of Georgia should be planted upon these
brave heights to tell the world that when Savannah and Augusta were both in the
power of the British there was still waving from the ramparts of the old fort at
Sunbury the defiant folds of an unconquered banner,

It is safely within the bounds of historie inference to state that the famous earth-
works must have been constructed at some time prior to the Revolution. There was
prebably at least an excellent beginning made for the future stronghold on na's
wlentical spot.

At any rate, the structure which came to be Fort Morris was erected chiefly
by the residents of Bermuda, now Colonel’s Island, who, in building it, employed
almost exclusively Te labor of slaves. It was called Fort Morris, in honor of the
eaptain who here commanded a company of Continental artillery raised for coadt
defense, on the eve of hostilities with England. The old fort was located about 150
feet outside the southern limits of Sunbury, at the bend of the river. Though an
earthwork, it was most substantially built and enclosed fully an acre of ground. It
was 275 feet in length on the water front. The two sides were somewhat frreg\xlar
in shape and were respectively 191 and 140 feet in length. The rear wall was 240
feet in length. The parapets were ten feet wide and rose six feet aboveghe parade
of the fort, while the superior slope of the er'plkment toward the river was twenty-
five feet above high water. There were seven énbrasures, each about five feet wide.
Surronnding the pile was s moat ten feet wide at the hottom and twenty feet wide
at the top. The sally port was in the rear or western wall, .

Says Doctor Stacy: ‘*The gups have all been removed. One was carried to
Hinesville when the place was fir‘t laid oif sixty years ago, and has been often
and long used on Fourth of July and other public occasions and may still be seen
there in the court-house yard. Two of them were carried to Riceboro during the late
war botween the States, but no use was made of them. Two more were taken by
Captain Lamar and, after being used as signal guns at Sugbury, were transported
to Fort Bartow at Savannah and fell sinto the hands of the Federals. Two more
were left Iving half buried in the soil of the parade ground, and still another in
the old field half way between the fort and the site of the town. These have all
since been removed. At least the writer did not see them when he visited tie spot.
One of the two carried to Riceboro was removed by the late Col. Charles C.
Jones in 1880 to his home on the Sand Hills near Augusta, and now adorns the lawn

in front of the residence which has passed into the hands of his son, Charles Edge-
/. “
&
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worth Jones. Like the one at Hinesville, it is undoubtedly genuine: one of the
number which took part in the defense of Georgia soi! in Revolutionary time.""*

During the War of 1512, the famou: old fortiﬁcntion‘ut{Sunl-ury was remodelad
by the local committee of safety and call ort Dvefense, bt the name soon passed.
("npl. John A. Clithbert organized a company Of. citizens, some forty in number, while
Capt. Charles Floyd commanded a body of shulgxﬁy in readiness t'.:r og attack. But
the enemy failed to appear.—* ‘ Georgia's Landmarks, Memorials n-ﬁ?‘Lvurm‘ls." L.
I.. Knight, Vol. IT. g

-

§ N
Meapow Gakpex: THe HoME or GOVERNOR Wartox.—With the singlg éxception ™

of old St. Paifds, the most sucient landmark of Aungusta is Meadow Gaiden, the
home of Gov. G ‘rge Walten, one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence
from Georgin. The structure itself is much older than the present edifice of St
Paul s, the latter having been built in1819; kut since the present churck building
oecupies the site of the original house of worship, it is consequently linked in® asso-
cintion: with the earliest pioneer days. Meadow Garden is sitnated on the hanks of
the Augista Canal; and here, amid surroundings which suggest an era of industrial
enterfirise, with its ceageless hum of spindles and with -its mad rush after things
material,"this quaint old .mansion preserves the antiqne look of the olden times. It
is not known when the present buillling was erected; but Governor Walton was
living at Meddow Garden in 1707, according to his own statement mide in letters
which have been preserved; amd, moreover, it was from Meadow Garden thit t
old jatriot, in 1504, was borne to his burial.  The remains of Governor Walton were
first_interred in the Cottage Cemetery, on the old Savannah Road, some seven miles
from Augusta; anmd here they rested until 1848 when the bédy was exhumed and
placed under the monumen* erected to the signers, directly in front of  the court-
house in Augusta, where today sleeps the illustrious citizen who held nearly every
important oflice in Georgin's gift. X

There is not perhaps in the entire State of Georgia a shrine of historic memories
more frequently visited by tourists. This is because it is one of the few homes in
America whose connection with the Colonial period can be distinetly traced. It was
here that much of the social life of two centuries ago centered. Its spacious hall
—its antique furniture—its open fireplaces—its atmospkere of dignified repose—
these all hespeak the time when knigifthood was in flower. It carries the imagina.
tion back to the days when the belles of Augusta danced the minuet-—to the duys
when the powdered wig and the knee-buckle were worn by an old-fashioned wentry
whose stately forms have vanished. The abodes of most of the signers of the
Declaration of Independence have long since erumbled into dust. Time has not dealt
kindly with them; but around the hearthstones of Meadow Garden still linger the
recollections of an old patriot whose name is attached to the immortal weroll of
freedom.

It is not invidious to state in this conncction that the credit for the restorution of
Meadow Garden belongs to an Augusta lady whose unwearied exertions were devoted
to the ecause, without a moment’s rest or relaxation, until success at last crowned
it—Mrs, Harriet Gould Jefferies. She first conceived the idea soon ufter joining
the Daughters of the American Revolution, during the infaney of this patriotic
order. The famous old landmark was rapidly falling.into decay, when Mrs. Jefleries
came to the resene. The task of preserving it became literally her pillar of cloud
by day and her pillar of fire by night. She first turned to the City of Augusta.
But che commercial spirit was dominant in its councils. The town was deaf to the
claims of its old Revolutionary patriot. She then turned o the National Society of
the Daughters of the American Revolution. Here another defeat was encountered,
But she retired from the contest only to renew the gange of bhattle. At the next
annual meeting she won. The opposition was pronounced. Fyen the president
general was antagonistic; but the majority wis on the side of Mrs Jefferies.  Thus
the home of George Walton became the property of the National Society of the
Daught = of the American Revolution. In due time the old Colonial mansion was
opened to ‘we publie, its original features having been fully restored. The wisdom

M+ Iames Stacy, in ‘History of Midway Congregational Church,'" pp. 232 238,

Charlés €. Jones, Jr., in Chapter on Sunbury, in ‘‘Dead Towns of Georgin."'
o~
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of the purchase has been amply justifiel by results. It bas become the depository
of many precious relies and mementoes of the strugple for independence.  Nor is the
porteait of Sfes Jeferiex which hangs upon the walls accounted among the least of
the treasures of Meddow Gurden.  In presenting it to the board of management, an
eloquent address was made by the distinguished Mrs. 8. B, C. Morgau, one of tih
chaster members of the nationsl organization.—** Georgia's Landmarks, Memorials
ated Legends,) " L. L. Knight, Vol. II. ‘

Tur CoxsmitvTion or 1777.-The first constitutional convention of Georgia met
in Savannab on the first Tuesduy in October, 1776, N Jonrnal of its proceedings
i an exestence, and wo list of its members can be found.  All that remuins is the
result of its labors—the Constitution of 1777, which was not finally adopted and
promulgated until the Jah day of February of thut year. Many of its provisions

still survive in the organic law of the state,
T

s tirst article consists of the celebrated Maxim of Montesquicu concerning the
ion of the wexecutive, legislative and judicial branches of government, whi-h
s expressed in these words:  **The legislative, executive and judiciary departments
shdll be separate and distinet so that neither exercise the powers properly Lelongzing
V;: the other, ™" It was provided that the governor was to he elected lt_\' the Legisla
tiare, and an executive council was to be chosen by i out of its own members; the

executive prerogative of pandon was limited by the denial of the right in the govi®

Bernor to grant pardons and remit fines. leaving him only with the authority to
reprieve criminals and suspend fines until the meeting of the assembly, when the
granting or retusing “of the pardon or the remission of the fine was to he finally
detersmuned by that body; and the power ol“n]-lminling justices of the peace .'m:l
registers of prolate was exervised Ly the Legislature, It may he obiserved, however,
that under this Constitution the governor was withont a legislative function which
has been conferred upon him by Inter Constitutions—that of the veto. Laws puassed
by the Assembly were referred to the executive couneil for their examination in
order that they might propose alterations or amendments, but the council was
required to return such laws within five days with their remarks thereon, and the
finul passage or rej n of the law rested with the Legislature®

This Constitution contained no separate declaration or hill of rights, but the
liberties of the people, in six most important particulars, were enclosed within
copstitutional Lulwarks by provisions juaranteeing ““the inherent privilege of every
freeman— the liberty to plead his own cause;'" protection agniust excessive fines
amwd excessive bail; the benefit of the Habeas Corpus Act; the freedom of the press;
amd the right of trial by jury, The freedom of religious belief and ‘‘the free exer-
cise of religion (not repugnant to the peace and safety’of the State)'' was guar-
anteed, and the church was practically disestablished by the provision that no persons
unless by their consent should *‘support any teacher or tedchers except those of
their own profession.”’

Puder the provineial govepsaent in Georgia, residence in the parish in which he
desired to vota was one of the c|u:ll|ﬁvnliona of an elector, but the franchise was
limited to those who owned as much ax fifty acres of land in the parish. The Consti-
tution of 1777 conferred the franchise upon ‘‘ All male white inhabitants of the age
of twenty one years, anid possessed in his own right of ten pounds value, and liable
to pay tax in this State, ¢r being of any mechanie trade, and shall have been resi-
dent six months o this State,””’ )

The Constitution of 1777 was a constitution” very nearly in the strict sense of
thit term: that is, its provisions were almost entirely fundamental and it contained
Lttle matter of a legislative character. The most notable exceptions were the pro-
visions for-the stay of executions; the limitations upon court costs; and the pendency
of vases in the Superior Court: the provision against the entailing of estates and the
e=tablishment of rules of inheritance. The Legislature was given the broad power
“tta make such laws and regulitions as may be conducive fo the good order of the
Stater provided such laws and regulations be not repugnant to the true intent and
meaning of any rule or regulation contained in this Constitution.’’ But practically
no lindtations were laid upon the legislative powers except as the subject matter of
leuislation was already ocenpied by the creatiop of the omganic laws contained in the
Cunstitution and by ‘the pfovision for the separation of the legislative, executive and
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Judicial departments which we have seen the Constitution iiself did not strictly adhere
to, und such further limitations as wcp'couu:iued in the six provisions alreadys
referred to as coustituting the bill of gights of this Constitutiou. it provided that
schools should **be :}h.j}in; each County and supported at the general expense of
the State,’’ as the Legislatire should point out an direct.  No provision was made
by this Constitution for the :ren\mu!zsmle ipq“ tion of higher learning, and by
an act entitled ** An Act for the more full and completeestablishment of a public
seut of leurning,’’ pussed. on January 27, 1785, tligge was created what is now the
University of Georgiu, the first chartered Styte L‘ni\‘uri%j: in Americi.

The salaries of the public oflicers were left to be fiséd by liw. No limitations
were luid upon the powers of taxation cither as to umount or as to the manner ot its
exercise. A comparison with the Constitution adopted a century luter will show how
little comparatively the domiain of legislation was encroached upop. DBesides the
largeness of its legislative powers, the Legislature performed other important duties
of a political, alministrative and judicial nature, suck as the election of the gorervor
and the appointment of the governor’s il; the appointment of registers of pro

_ bate and of justices of the peace; the admission of attorneys at law to practice before
the courts of the “.n(e, their trial and suspension for malpractice, and the right to
eall every oflicer of the state to account.—'‘McElreath on the Constitytion,’" puges,
67-77. "

'

LeGistative History DURING THE RevoLuTion.—The government of the state
continued to be administered by the president and the council of safety until the

‘*’com‘en.mg of the General Assembly and the érganization of the government under the

new Constitution. During the latter part of February, 1777, the president, Archibuld
Bullock, died, and Button Gwinnett was elected by the council of safety us president
and commander-in-chief to succeed him. The Constitution having been proclaimed,
President Gwinnett issued his proclamation ordering elections to be held under the
Constitution in all of the counties for members of a General Assembly to convene
in Savaunah on the sth day of May, 1777. The elections were held in accordance
with this proclamation, and the Legislature met at the time and place designated. It
promptly entered upon the task of organizing the government by the election of Johu
Adam Treutlen, gdvernor; Noble Jones, speaker of the House of Assembly, und
Jonathan Bryan, John Houston, Thomas Chisholm, William Holzendorf, John Fulton,
John Jones, John Walton, William Few, Arthur Ford, John Coleman, Henjamin
Andrew and William Peacock, members of the executive council. This Legislature
remained in session almost coutinuously until September, and enacted a number of
laws necessary to put the government under the Constitution into operation, und to
provide for the public defense. One of the first of these laws was ** An Act defining
Treason,’’ aimed at the **Tories,”’ who took sides against the state and aided or
abetted ity enemies in the war with Great Britain,

The second Legislature under the Constitution met in Savannah oun the 6th day
of February, 1778, and on the 10th day of that month elected John Houston, governor.
The first act passed was a bill of attainder, approved on the first reh, 1775,
attainting Sir James Wright and 116 other persons of high treason;fand declaring
their estates, both real and personal, confiscate to the state. After Savannah fell ou
the 20th of December, 1778, Governor Wright returned and reestablished the royal
government, und in March, 1780, writs of election were issued for the clection of o
Commons House of Assembly, returnable on the 5th of May. The election was wecord
ingly held und on the 9th of May the Louse was organized, although a constitutional
quornm was not present, the governor and council deciding, ‘‘ That, from the neces
sity of the thing, they should be taken &s a house and proceed to business."" The
two principal bills passed by this house were ““An Act to Attaint of high Treg
the several persons hereinafter named, who are either absent from this provinee, or
in that part of it which is still in rebellion against his Majesty, and to vest their real
and personanl estate in his Majesty, ete,’’ and ‘“‘An Act to disqualify and renler
incapable the several perrons hereinafter named, of holding or exervising
of trust or profit in the Provinee of Georgin.”’ The first of these nots contuined
the names of twenty-four civil and military officers of the state, and the latter act
contained the names of 151 officers and citizens who had espoused the canse of the
republican government.
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From the fall of Savannah the republican government of Georgia for some time
lead an uncertain and fugitive existence. Governor Houston and the executive coun-
cil withdrew to Auguste apd summoned the General Assembly to meet in January to
elect a governor, but within ten*days the City of Augusta was taken by the British.
After the shandonment of Augusta the Legislature met there, but did not bave a
quprum. However, like the Koyal Assembly in Savannah, they organized in August,
1779, and elected a new executive council and elected John Wereat as president of
the vouncil, and authorized him to act as governor. On the 4th of November he
issued & proclamation calling for a regular election on the first Tuesday in December
for members of a General Assembly to meel in Augusta, in January, 1750, and
anthorizing the citizens of the southern counties which were under the occupation of
the British to cast their votes for delegates wherever it might be most convenient for
them to do so. e

A faction led by George Walton declared the election of Wereat and the couneil
as **ihegal, unconstitutional and dangerous to the liberties of the state,”’ and not-
withstanding the executive council had issued heir writs of election for deputies to
tue assembly as provided by the Constitution, these malcontents called upon the
people to choose delegutes to an assembly to be convened in Augusta in November,
1779, The #iends of Walton met in Augusta on the 4th of November and elected
hum governor for the remainder of the year. Thus, in the most efitical period of her

wustory, when patriotism should have been united, the state had, for a month, two
acting governors. The General Assembly met in Augusta on the 4th of January,
1750, and elected Richard Howley governor. On account of the defenseless condition
of Augusta, the General .\swml‘»ly designated Heard's. Fort, where Washington,
Wilkes County, now stands, as the eapital of the state, if it should be necessary-to

remove the seat of government from Augusta. The necessity arose within a month .

and Heard’s Fort became the temporary capital of the state. When Augnsta was
recaptured, the capital was reestablished at that place, where the Legislature met in
August, 1751, and elected Nathan Brownson governor. In January, 1782, the
General Assembly met in Augusta and elected John Martin governor. ‘When General
Wright surrendered the City of Augusta and returned to England in May, 1782, the
governor and the General Assembly returned to that city, and it became again the
seat of govérnment,

On the 4th of May, 1752, the Legislature passed an act emtitled ‘* An Act for
inflicting pesglties on, and confiseating the estates of such persons as are herein
declared guilty of treason, and for other purposes therein mentioned,’’ by which
250 persons who had aided and abetted the royalists’ cause were banished from the
state on the pain of death if they returned, and their estates declared confiscate to
the state. This and similar acts passed by the legislatures of other sfates in the heat
of resentment at injuries and cruelties inflicted upon them were the o¢cagion of the
fifth article in the treaty of Paris, and served, when the passions of the times. had
somewhat cooled, to warn the people of the danger of such a power,and contributed
ta the prohibition by the Federal Coustiqution of bills of attainder and the passage
of ex post faeto laws, and to the incorpéeation, of similar prohibitions in the Con-
stitution of Georgia.—** MeElreath on the Constitution, '’ pp. 78-81.

~

CHAPTER IV y =

THE SIEGE OF SAVANNAH, CONTINUED—DISAPPOINTMENT AT THE DEFEAT
—COLONEL WHITE'S GALLANT EXPLOIT—SERGEANT Jasver—THE
SIEGE AND CAPTURE OF AUGUSTA—NANCY HART—CORNWALLIS OveR-
THROWN AT YORKTOWN—GENERAL WAYNE ENTERS Savanzan—Tue
STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE ENDS—CONCLUDING REMARKS,

; Notes: Tue Story or Avstiy DasNey—CoronNen JouN Winre—
EBENEZER 1N THE REVOLUTION—GEORGIA JEWS IN THE REVOLUTION—
GEorgiy  Pitriors Ovtnawep sy tHE Tory GOVERNMENT—TI
STEWART-SCREVEN MONUMENT—T1E DEATH OF GENERAL SCREVEN—
HeArp's FoRT. .

3 ) (This chapter prepared hy Charles E'Im‘wo:t'n Jones, Esq.)
Contemporaneously with the ill-advised acquicscence on the part of
D'Estaing, occurred his junction with General Lincoln and his Conti-
nentals.  Unconscious of the impending tragedy, so soon to be enacted,
the last-named were hilarious over their prospective triumph. While
they were intent on this profitless rejoining, their antagonists were most
active, and were bending their every effort toward supplying their exist-
ing deficiencies. Besides the cannon already in position around Savan-
nah, 100 more were now added; the warships being stripped of their
batteries in order that the latter might be utilized for the armament of
the earthworks. The protections of the southern, eastern, and western
exposures of the town were also greatly strengthened : and such was the
progress made, that before the truce had expired, and fire had opened,
the British had constructed thirteen substantial redoubts, and fifteen
gun batteries mounting eighty cannon, field-pieces heing distributed at
regular intervals. Furthermore, ships were sunk in the channel, abos
and below the beleagnered city; and, as a result, the hostile us«-«nm ¢
the stream was effectually precluded.  With a view to inercasing the
numerical strength of the defenders, all troops were recalled from ont-
Iying posts. Lieutenant-Colonel Cruger, with his contingent, bheing
withdrawn from Sunbury, and Colonel Mait'and, with his strong detach-
ment of 800 men, heing summoned from Beaufort.  Says Major MeCall,
in alluding to the circumstance: *‘‘The acquisition of this formidable
re-enforcement, headed by an experienced and brave officer, effected a
complete change in the dispirited garrison. A signal was made, and
three cheers were given, which rung from one end of the town to the

’

On the receipt of Prevost’s unfavorable response, the siege was at
once resolved upon by the allied commanders, who, accordingly, made
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preparations for the thorough investment of the town. By the 23d of
September, all their dispositions had been perfected ; and on the same
iy oecurred the first skirmish between. the opposing armies.  During
the ight of October 1st, Colonel John White, with the aid of five associ-
ates, actieved an exploit of a truly remarkable character; he with a
landful of comrades effecting the capture of a detachment of 111 Hritish
regular. On the midnight of October 3d, the bombardment of Savan-

nah was commenced; it Leing continued, ifregularly, until the Sth, It

was then decided by the allied chieftains to convert the siege into an
assault.  And so, plans were carcfully concerted for a general attack
on the British Tines on the morning of the eventful 9th of October. It
was ascertained by the foe that the prineipal onslaught would be directed
against the Spring Hill redoubt, and the adjacent batteries, and, as a
consequence, Colonel Maitland was placed, with his choicest troops, at
the point of greatest danger, )

The aggregate French foree, to be identified with this historic affair,
approximated 4,500 men: and was expected to form in three colum
two for assault, one for the reserve corps. The American contingent,
participating, which could not have execeded 2,100, was to be divided
into two attaeking columns; the weight of those allied armies being
mainly concentrated upon the right of the British lines, where the Spring
Hill batteries were located. The enemy’s strength at this time was fairly
estimated at 2,500 ; and they were intrenched behind practically impreg-
nable defenses. The death-dealing works proved most fatal to the allied
armies, they being hurled back from them, with a combined loss, in
killed and wounded, of 1.150. The English casualties were reported as
forty kiiled and sixty-three wounded. Thus ended this sanguinary and
epochal siege, which occeupies a lofty place among the conflicts of the
American Revolution,

With the failure of the allied armies to recaptupe Savannah, despair
again resumed its sway over patriotie hearts. The little commonwealth
was now in extremis, and the war-clouds looked most ominous.  About
this time, Naney Hart, the Georgia heroine, ér_oso. and showed the people
that all the dauntless souls were not dead, and that there was ““life in
the old land yet.”" She acted courageously, and she was a' present
inspiration for everyhady to do the same. The gallant partisans hecame
emboldened onee more. and gave their attention to important enterprises.
Augusta was now in the hands of the Loyalists, and its recovery seemed
most essential. They, accordingly, took that project in hand.

The stege and capture of Augusta hegan in May, 1751 and with that
notable affair, General Pickens and Colonels Clarke and Lee were hero-
ieally identified.  Colonel Thomas Brown, the Tory. was in charge of the
town, and his government of the place was high-handed and extremely
ohnoxious. At this time, two fortifications formed the principal defrnses
of Augusta: Fort Cornwallis and Fort Grierson. The latter was named
in honor of the Loyalist lieutenant-colonel, who commanded its garrison ;
and stood very nearly upon the spot now occupjed hy the Riverside Mills
The location of the former was identical with that of St. Paul’s church
and cemetery.  British regulars were stationed at Fort Cornwallis: while
the tenure of Grierson was confided to militia. After a careful consid-
eration of the mafter. it was resolved to drive Griersen ont of his fort,
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and-either capture or destroy him in his retreat upon Cornwallis. To-
this end, arrangements werc/speedily made.” So vigorous and r;,,pe{ued
were the attacks, that Griepson, finding further resisfance useless, decided
to c\'aruateﬁ\ogi‘tion, ‘and to escape, with his command, to Fort Corn-
wallis. *The schenie was ajespclfatc ne, but his men, nothing daunted,
entered boldly upon its execution. * Fu the hazardous attempt, thF greater
portion of the garrison was killed, wounded, or captured, its major being
slain, and its lieutenant-colony] taken prisoner. Comparitively few of
those in the fort succeeded in escaping. After the surrender, Colonel
(rierson, in retaliation for his many encrmities, was himself shot to
death by a Georgia rifleman. -

-

The first step had been taken, but the most notable was to follow.
The eyes of the republicans were now turned toward Fort Ltomwullis.
and plang were devised for its reduction. Behind the oaken ramparts
of that fortress, Colonel Brown calmly awaited the gpemy’s approach.
Brave and ingenious, he was always confident that ge. could suceess- -
fully be sustained. The levelness of the ground making it difficult to

" secure a platform high enough to render the only reliable field-piece in

camp effective for casting projectiles.within the fort, under the circum-
stances, it was deemed expedient to construct a ‘‘Mayham’” tower. A
contrivance of this sort had proven of signal service in the demolition of
another fortification.

The tower was at length built, in spite of frequent efforts on the ;my!
of the besieged to interrupt the labors of the workmen. The interior
of this tower, which was raised almost abreast the parapet of the fortress
was filled sith fascines, earth, stone, brick, and every available material
which was calculated to solidify the structure. Perched upon its lofty
resting place, the six-pounder gun soon dismounted the two cannon of
the fort, and raked its inner portions, which it commanded almost
entirely. The fire of this gun was chiefly directed against the parapet
of Cornwallis, fronting on the river. Toward that quarter it was pro-
posed that the main atfack should be launched. Preparations were made
for a general assault, at 9 A. M., on the 4th of June, 1781. Twice had
Brown been called upon to surrender, without success. On the morning
of the 4th, however, and before an advance had been: rdered, an officer,
with a flag, was seen approaching from Cornwallis. “Ie bore a message
from Colonel Brown to General Pickens and Colonel Lee, the purport
of it being that he desired to treat for a surrender.

Negotiations were at once commenced, which culminated, on the foi-
lowing morning, in the proposal and aceeptance of articles of capitula-
tion. These articles called for the immediate evacuation, by the British
garrison—some 300 strong—of the fortress. The loss sustained by the
English at the siege of Augusta was fifty-two killed and 534 wounded
and captured; sixteen slain and thirty-five wounded represent the cas-
ualties as reported among the Americans who participated in that hotly
contested affair.

The capture of Augusta practically broke the backbone of English
domination in Georgia, and foreshadowed the eventunal triumph of the

patriots. Upon the re-occupation of the town by the victorious repub-
Val. I—20 o~
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licans, it again became the capital of the nascent commonwealth, and
so continued, for the most part, to be regarded until the end of the Kevo-
lutionary war. In January, 1782, came the welcome news that General
Anthony Wayne had at length arrived on Georgia soil. The finale, of

the great martial drama was drawing rapidly to a close.  With the over:’

throw of Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown, Va., October 19, 1781, kad
occurred a revolution in English sentiment, and the gurrent of popular
sympathy had begun to set strongly toward the patriots. When, in
February, 1752, the British House of Commons resolved that **the House
will consider as enemies to the king and country all those who shall
advise, or by any mmeans attempt, the further prosecution of offensive
war for the purpose of reducing the revolted colonies to obedience by
foree,”" it was clear that the reward for what had so valorously been
undergone would soon be forthecoming.

* Contemporancously with the passage of that resolution. Geheral
Wayne was aggressively engaged in his Georgia campaigp. Vietorions
“at every point, he was steadily pressing his advantage, and the capture
of Savannah was expected shortly to be added to his triumphant opet-
ations.  The enemy. however, prevented this humiliation by their sur-
render of the town in July, 1782, Some weeks before, or on the 23d of
May, 1782, a4 communication from Sir Guy Carleton, at New York, was
receivid ordering the evacuation, not only of Savannah, but of the whole
provinee; and so, Georgia’s Revolutionary period, properly speaking,
terminates.  On the 30th of November of that year a treaty of peace
between (ireat Britain and the United States (adopted at Paris) was
officially signed; and the struggle, which had lasted since the 19th of
April, 1775, was finished. g

Recapitulating, we find that one president of the Council of Safety,
Hon. William Ewen: three presidents and commanders-in-chief, Hons.
Archibald Bulloch, Jonathan Bryan, and Button Gwinnett: and ten
governors, Hons. John A. Treutlen, John Houstoun, .John Wereat, George
Walton, Richard Howley, George Wells, Stephen Heard, Myrick Davies,
Nathan Brownson, and John Martin, officiated ‘at different times during
the Revolution, as chief magistrate of the little commonwealth. Condi-
tions, occasionally, were so peripatetic, that some of these worthies were
able to serve for only a short period. Theg freely contributed their
_patriotic mead, howeved;'and in the roster of executive heads they should
be mentioned.  Richard Howley and Nathan Brewnson are recalled as
members of the Continental Congress. Archibald Bulloch and John
Houstoun shonld also be similarly referred to. George Walton will like-
wise be rem’mbered as a signer of the Declaration of Independence.
Governor Martin filled the closing months of the Revolution with his
administration.  When he was installed, he saw the rainbow of peace in
sight, which promised rest to his battle-scarred people, after all of their
strenuous endeavors. -

Aside from Hons. Archibald Bulloch, John Houstoun, Rev. .J. .J.
Zubly, Noble W. Jones, Lyman Hall, Button Gwinnett, and George
Walton, eight others, from Geormfwere, duritig the Revolution, com-
plimented with seats in the Continental Congress. They were as fol-
lows: Hons. Joseph Clay, William Few, Edward Telfair, Richard How-
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ley, Edward Langworthy. John Walton, Nathan Brownson, and Joseph
Wood. ¢ . s

Five of the executive heads of Georgia were not so fortunate as to
live until the conétusion of the historic struggle, and to enjoy its well-
earned fruits. These were Hon. Archjbald Bulloch, who ditd unex-
pectedly at his home; Hou. Button Gwihnett and Governor Wells, who
fell, at different times, in duels; and Ggvernors Trgullon and Myrick
Davies, who were inhumanly mur§ered by ‘the Tories.

On the bank of the Savannah River, just behind St. Paul's Chureh,
is a Celtic Cross memorial, marking the site of Fort Augusta, around
which the little town, was built in 1735. This was, probably, the exact
location of Fort Cornwallis in the Revolution, and onf of its identical
cannon is ‘mouuted at the base of the above-mentioned monumeat. The
very sight of this gun calls up martial memories, ‘*in the brave days of
old,”” when the sturdy Georgia partisans heroically fought for home and
country, and*took as their inspiring motto, in the words of onr swect
singer, Paul H. Hayne: R :
““What strength to feel, beyond our steel, burns

eye.”’ ’ ’

Great Captain’s

Taz STORY OF AUSTIN ann.—-On‘e of thq finest examples of loyalty displayed

. duriug the period of the American Revolution was furnished by Austin Dabaey, a

negro patriot. He came to Pike with the Harris family within avery short while
after the new county was opened to settlement, and here he lies buried unear wae
friends to whom in life he was devotedly attached. The story of how he came to
enlist in the patriot army runs thue: When a certain pioneer settler by the name’ ,
of Aycock migrated from North Carolina to Georgia, he brought with him a mulatto
boy whom he called Austin. The boy passed for a slave and was treated as such; but
when the stmqlo for independence began, Aycock, who was not cast in herole
molds, found in"this negro youth a substitute, who was eager to enlist, despite the
humble sphere of service in which he moved. The reccrds show that for a few wecks
perhaps the master himself bore arms in a camp of iustruction, but he proved to he
such an indifferent soldier that the captain readily agreed to exchange him for the
mulatto boy, then a youth of 18, upon Aycock’s acknowledgement that the boy was
of white parentage, on the mother’s side, and therefore free. This happencd in the
County of Wilkes. When the time came for enrollment,-the captain gave Austin the
sirname of Dabncy, and for the remainder of his life Austin Dabney was the namwe
by which he was everywhere known. He proved to be a good soldier. In numerous
conflicts with the Tories in Upper Georgia, he was conspicuous for valor; and at the
battle of Kettle Creek, while serving under the famous Elijah Clatke, a rifle ball
passed through his thigh, by reason of which he ever nltzmlﬁtd. Found in
a desperate condition by a man named Harris, he was taken t« e latter s house,
where kind treatment was bestowed upon him, and here he remained until the wound
healed.  Austin’s gratitude to his benefactor was so great that for the rest of his
life he considered himself in the latter’s debt, and in many ways he befriended
Harris, when reverses overtook him. He appears to have been a man of sound sense
and to have acquired property, at the close of the Revolution. He removed from
Wilkes to Madison, taking the family of bis benefactor with him. Dabney was fond
of horse racing, and whenever there was a trial of speed anywhere near he was usually
found upon the grounds, and he was himself the owner of thoroughbreds, Ie drew
a pension from the United States Government, on account of his broken thigh, and
the Legislature of Georgia. in the distribution of public lands by lottery, awarded
him a tract in the County of Walton. The noted Stephen Upson, then a representa-
tive from Oglethorpe, introduced the measute, and, in terms of the highest praise,
he eulogized Dabney’s patrictism. There was some dissention among the white
r=ople of Madison over this hand tr accorded to one of an inferior ruce.
It doubtless arose, through envy, among the poorer classes, But Austin took no
offense, and whea an opportune*moment came, he quietly shifted his residence to
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the lund given to him by the State of Georgia. He was still accompanied by the
Harris tumily, for whom he continued to labor. It is said that he denied himself
mauny of the eomforts of life, in order to hestow the bulk of his earnings upon his
white friends. He sent the eldest son of Mr, Harris to Franklin College, and con-
tributed to his maintenance while hé studied law under Judge Upson at Lexington®
It 4= saud that when young Harris stood his legal examination in open court Austin
Dabmes was odtside of the bar with ihe keenest look of anxiety on his face and that
when the youth was finally admitted to practice the old negro fairly burst into tears
ot oy e left lus entire property to the Harris family, at the time of his death.
The celebrated Juwlge Dooly held him in the highest esteem, and when, the latter
was attending court in Madison it was one of Dahney's customs to take the judge's
horse into his special custody.  He is said to have been one of the best authorities in
Georga on the events of the Revalutionary war periods. Once a year Austin Dabney
made o trip to Swvannah, at which place he drew his pension. On one occasion—
o the story goes —he traveled in company with his neighbor, Col. Wiley Pope. They
Journeyed together on the best of terms until they reached the outskirts of the town.
Then, turning taward his dark companion, the coloael suggested that he drop behind,
sinee it was not exactly the ronventional thing for them to be seen riding side by
“ede through the streets of Savannah. Without demiurrer Austin complied with this

request, stating that he fully understood the situation. But they had not proceedecj?

qtar before reaching the home of General Jackson, then governor of the state. Whal
was tolenel Pope’s surprise, on looking behind him, to see the old governor rush
fram the house, seize Austin's hand in the most cordial manner, like he was greeting
wome long lost hrother, drew him Jdown from the horse, and lead him into the house,
where he remained throughout his entire stay in Savannah, treated not perhaps as
an equal. but with the utmost consideration. In after years, Colonel Pope used to
tell this aneedote, o it s said, with much relish, adding that he felt somewhat
abashied on reaching Savannah, to find Austin an honored guest of the governor of
while he himself occupied a room at the public tavern.—L. L. Knight in
Georgm s Landmarks, Memorials and Legends, Vol. 1.

Givor

Coconen Joux Winte: Heko or THE GREAT OGEECHEE.—[ngecember, 1778, the
Hoitish captured Savannah.*  In September, 1779, Count d'Estaing with a force of
about 1,700 men acting under instructions from the. French government effected a
landing at Beaulieu, and shortly thereafter was joined by General Lincoln. The
purpose was to reeapture Savannah by siege. General Prevost, the British com-
mander, immediately summoned from all outposts every portion of his seattered
command.  Some reached the British lines in safety. But Captain French was not
amonyg this mumber. With 111 regular troops, accompanjed by five vessels and their
crews of forty men, he somght to join General Prevost, but interrupted in his attempt
to enter Swvannah by news of the investment of the town, took refuge in the Great
Ogeeches River, nbout twenty-five miles below Savannah, disembarked and formed
a tortified camp on the left bank of that stream.

Col. John White, of the',Fourth Georgia Battalion of General Lincoln's force,
conevived o brilliant plan for the eapture of French's ¢ i. Accompanied only
by Cupts, ticorge Melvin and A, C. G. Elbolm, a sergeant, and three privates, a total
furee of seven men (some accounts state five), on the night of Oectober. 1, 1779, this
darmg band lochted the British camp on the Ogeechee and built many watch-fires
at vareos pointe around it, placing the fires at such positions as to lead the British
to Lelieve that they were surrounded by a largesforee of Americans. This was kept
wp throughout the wight by White and his force marching from point to point with
the beavy trewd of many when, accompanied by the challeage of sentinels at each
point surconnding the British eamp, each ountiag a horse at intervals, riding off in
haste n various directions, imitating the ordérs of staff officers and giving fancied
orders in n low tome. Anticipating the presence of the enemy, Captain French
Velioved that he was entrapped by a large force. At this juncture Colonel White,
unaccom) anivd, dashed up to the British camp and dedanded a conference with
Captam French,

“ 1 am the commander, sir,"’ he said, ‘‘of the American soldiers in your vicinity.
If you will surrender at gnge to my force, I will see to it that no injury is done to
you ur your commind. 4% you decline to do this I must candidly 'inform you that

* E. H. Abrahams: Articie in the Savannah Morning ?Kem, July 4, 1909.
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the feelings of my troops are highly incensed against you and I can by no means
Le responsible for any quences that may ensue.'”

The bluff worked. Captain Frénch at-once fell into the trap ng«l agreed to suir
render, us he thought it was useless to battle with the large surrounding forve. At

this moment Captain Im dasheéd up on horseback and demanded to know where
to place the artillery. k(; them bagk,’’ replied White, ‘‘the British have sure
rendered. Move your men.off and ¢ me q-(\_ guides to conduct the British to

the American post at Suabury.’’ Thereupon the “five vegsels were burned, the three
guides arrived, and the. British urged to keep 'anr_,ol the n.n|-|-n.~v-l inturinted
American drmy hovering about, marched\off, while' Colonel Whit& hastencd away,
collected & foree of neighboring militia, overtook the British led by his guides, and
conducted them as prisoners to Sunbury. . a

Nine days after this remarkable exploit, Colonel White was severely wounded at
the assault upon Sivannah made at the Spring Hill 1edoubt. He mu:.rcoJml in making
his escape from the British, but the wounds received so much impaired his health
that he was obliged to retire from the.army and died soon afterwards in Virginia.*

Epexezer 1y THE Revonurion.—The Salzburgers were slow to side auainst Eng
land. It was perfectly natural for them to feel kindly disposed toward the conntry
whore generous jfotection was extended to them in days of persecution; hat they
wero. also the sworn enemies of tyranny, whether. at home or abredd. When the
question of direct opposition to the acts pariiament mdiwlﬁ Ebenézer in
1774 there arose a sharp division of séntiment. Quite a num of the inhabitants
fuvored ** passive obediente and non-resistance.’”” But the majority refused tamely

& to submit. At the Provincial Congress, gehich assembled in Savannah on July 4,

1775, the following Snlxbm'ger‘a were enroiled from the Parish of St. Matthew:
John Adam Treutlen, John Stirk, Jacob Casper Waldhaur, John Floerl and Chris-
topher Cramer. As a ity, the Salzburgers esj 1 the canse of the Revolu-
tionists, but, headed by Mr. Triebner, some of them maintained an open adherence
to the Crown. Between these parties there sprang up an angry feud, in the midst of
which the Rev. Mr. Rabenhorst, ‘‘who exerted his utmost influence to curl the
dominant passions, erowned his long and useful life with a saintly death.”’

* The account #f this remarkable eapture is taken from White's *‘ Historical Col
lections of Georgia,”* and accepted by that historian as correet. It is corroborated
by a manuseript furnished that author by the Hon. Robert M. Charlton, giving a
sketeh of the life of Col. White,

Capt. Hugh MeCall, one of the earliest of Georgia's historians, on page 60 of
Vol. IT of his history, mentions briefly the occurrence accepting the foregoing state
ments as true.

(. (", Jones, Jr., in his ‘‘History of Georgia,’’ Vol. IT, page 390, also mentions
this statement as true

In Vol. IT, page 180, of the ‘‘Historieal Magazine and Notes and Queries,"” is
found an article communicated by I. K. Teft, in which the author corroborates the
foregoing facts by an order then in his possession, given by g llnm Jackson
upon certain vendue masters for $500.00 ‘‘in the cause of the ca) ind claimants
of the vessels taken in Ogeechee River by Colonel White, being his foes in said cause.”’

Dr. David Ramsey, writing in October, 1784, or five years after his remarkable
exploit, in his ‘‘History of the Revolution in South Carolina’’ (p. 242, Vol 11y,
records as facts the details above outlined. This is substantial proof of its trust
worthiness -

Colonel White was survived by a widow and one daughter. The widow married
Thomas Gordon, of Philadelphia. The daughter, Catherine P., first married William
Limbert, and upon his death married a Mr. Hayden, Mrs C. P. Hayden died in
Savanuah in January, 15866, leaving most of her property to St. John's Church.
The will is recorded in Book M. P. £11, of the ordinary’s office. The writer has in
his possession the papers of Mrs. Hayden, and among them are several military orders
drawn by Colonel White, a copy of Mr. Teft's communication, with notations thereon
by Mrs, Hayden, and a letter from the widow of Colonel White, written to Gov. John
Houston in 1789, requesting him to recover for her a honse and lot in Savannah owned
by her late husband, and which had, through mistake, been confiseated as [ritish
property.—E. H. Abrahams.
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Situated on the direct line of travel, Ebenezer was destined to play an important
purt in the approaching drama of hostilities. The account which follows is con-
densed from ‘*Dead Towns of Georgia'': ‘‘Three days after the capture of
Savaunah by Colonel Campbell, a strong force was advanced, under the command
of Licutensat Colonel Maitland, to Cherokee Hill. On the follo'in& day—January

<, 1779~ Ebenezer was occupied by the British troops. They at onee threw up a

redoubt withiu‘ix few hundred yards of Jerusalem Church and fortified the position.

The remains of this work are said to be still visible, As soon as he learned of the
fall of Savannah, Mr. Treibner hastened thereto, proclaimed his loyalty, and took
the oath of allegiance. The intimation is that he counseled the i di pation
of Ebenezer and accompanied the detachment which P d the cap of his
own town and people.  Influenced by him, not a few of the Salzburgers took the oath
of alleginnce to Eogland and received certificates guaranteeing the royal protection.
Prominent among those who maintained adherence to the rebel cause were: Johnm
Adam Treutlen, afterwards governor; Willinm Holsendorf, Col. John Stirk, Secre-
tary Samuel Stirk, Capt. Jacob Casper Waldhaur, who was both a magistrate and
a sobhier; John Schnider, Rudolph Strohaker, Jonathan Schnider, J. Gotlieb Schnider,
Jonathan Kuhn, Yrnest Zitthauer, Joshua Helfenstein, and Jacob Helfinstein.'’ *

, Mr. Strobel draws a graphic picture of the situation at this time. Says he:*
“he citizens of Ebesezer were made to feel severely the effects of the war. The

property of those who did not take the oath of allegiance was confiscated and Ahgy

ghelpless sufferers were exposed to every n\peries of insult and wrong. Besides, some of
the Salzburgers who espoused the cause of the Crown beeame inveterate whigs, placed
themselves at the head of marauwding parties, and committed the most wanton acts of
depredation, including arson itself. The establishment of a line of British posts
along the western bank of the Savannah River to check the demosstrations of the
rebel forces in Soutk Carolina, made it a kind of thoroughfare for British troops in
passing through the country from Savannah to Augusta. To svoid the rudeness of
the soldiers who were quartered among them and to escape the heavy tax upon the
scant resources which remained to them, many of the best citizens abandoned the
town and settled in the country districts. Those who remained were forced almost
daily to witness acts of cruelty perpetrated upon American pgjgoners of war; for
Ebenezer, while in the hnp-lu of the British, was the point to which most of the
prisoners were brought, thence to he taken to Savannah. It was from this post that
a number of prisoners were being carried southward, when the two Sergeants, Jasper
dud Newton, rescued them at Jasper Spring.”’ o

**There was one act performed by the British commander which was peculiarly
trying and revolting to the Salzburgers. The fine brick church was converted into
a hospital for the accommodation of the sick and wounded and was afterwards
desecrated by being used as a stable for the horses. The records were destroyed,
targets were made of different objects, and even to this day the metal swan bears
the mark of a musket ball. Often, too, cannon were discharged at the houses. But
the Salzburgers endured these hardships and indignities with fortitude; and though
a few of them were overcom h}' these severe measures, yet the mass of them remained
firm.”’ b ”

According to Colonel Jones,t the establishment of tippling houses in Ebenezer,
during the British occupation, corrupted the lives of not a few of the once sober
Germans, Says he: “‘Indications of deeay and ruin were patent before the cessa-
tion of hostilitie . Except for a brief period, during the siege of Savannah, when
the garrison was summoned to assist in defense of the city against the allied army,
Ebenezer remained in the possession of the British until a short time prior to the
evacuation of Savannah, in July, 1783. In advancing toward Savannah, General
Wayne established his headquarters in the town. As soon as the British forces were
withdrawn, the Tory pastor, Triebner, betook himself to flight and found a refuge
in England, where he ended his days in seclusion.’’

Jt was an altered scene upon which the poer Salzburgers looked when the refugees
hogan to return to Ebenezer at the close of the Revolution./ Many of the homes had
Leen burnt to the ground. Gardens once green and fruitful had been trampled into
desert places. Jerusalem Church had become a mass of filth, and the sacred edifice

* Ralzburgers and 'l;;di' Descendants,’’ pp. 203420‘(, Baltimore, 1855,
t ““‘Dead Towns of Georgia,'’ p. 39, Savannah, 1878,
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was sadly dilapidated. But the Germans set themselves to work. Fresh life was
infused into the little community upon the arrival of '.hoinev. John Ernest Bergman,
a clergyman 6f pronounced attainments,. The parochial school was revived, the papu-
lation began to imcrease, the chureh was substantially nbullt,.nml much of the
damage wrought by\ﬂhe British ‘was in the course of ﬁm? repaired. .But the .Iosr.‘
prestige of tha little toM} Ebenezer,was never, fully regained. The mills remained
idle. The culture of silk w\h\reriv‘ only to # limited degree; and, after a brief
interval of growth, the old settlement began \'in‘ﬂoly to take the downward path.

GEORGIA JEWS IN THE REVOLUTION.—¢It was ﬁr‘ul Zangwill who coined the fine
aphorism ‘that since the time of the ExWdus freedom has spoken with the IHebrew
aecent. Though wedded to pufsuits of peace, the Jews of Georgia were not slow to
resent the oppressions of England. The spirit of liberty burned in the hearts of

these gentle people and ove tered the ial instinct.- Mordecai Sheftall,
born in Sav: h, D ber 16, 1735, b one of the most zealeus of the patriots.

The royal procl tion which apy d in the Georgia Ga.-(lte, of July 6, 1750, pro-
seribed him as a **Great Rebel,’’ in a list which included the signers of the Declura-
tion of Independence and two generals. When the theater of war shifted to the
South, in 1779, Mordecai Sheftall was commissioned by the Provincial Congress to
fll the office ofsCommissary General of Issues for the State of Georgia. His son,
Sheftall Sheftall, b his deputy, and together they furnished] supplics to the
soldiers. The large sums of money received and disbursed\ by show that to
the fullest extent they possessed the confidence of the state aitHorities.

When Savannah fell into the hands of the British in 1779, the Sheftalls were
captured, put on board a prison ship, ang transported to Antigua in the West Indies.
At Urst they were consigned to a common jail where they suffered great privations
and indignities, but they were afterwards released on parole. With other prisoners
of war, they were brought at a later period to Sunbury. Here, in a most singular
manner, the charter of the Union Society was saved from extinction. It was pre-
vided in the charter that unless a meeting was held annually for the election of

officers, the charter itself was to be forfeited. Mordecai Sheftall remembered this” »

provision. With three of his fellow-prisoners, who, by a fortunate coincidence, hap-
pened to be members of the Union Society, he managed to hold a meeting before
the time limit egpired. This took place under a tree which is said to have been the
birth-place of the first M: ie Lodge organized in Georgis. By virtue of this timely
rescue, the tree became known as Charter Oak. When exchanged, Mordecai Sheftall
was appointed by the board of war in Philadelphia, a flag master to carry funds
and provisions to General Moultrie for the destitute inhabitants of Charleston. It
is needless to say that he faithfully performed the trust. )

After the Revolution, he was the victim of shameful ingratitude. From his own
private resources, he had spent large sums of money for the support of the Georgia
troops. When thers were no funds on hand, he went into his own pocket for th»
necessary means; but most unfortunately when the British entered Savannah the
commissary was sacked and many of his vouchers destroyed. Impoverished by the
war and broken in health, due to his prison life, he applied to the general govern-
ment for reimbursement of expenditures; but the demand Mot honored.  Some
time in the '50s—more than half a century later—his heirs presented a claim to the
Legislature of Georgia; but the watch-dogs of the treasury managed to pigeon hole
the resolution. To quote the terse comment of Mr. Abrahams: ‘‘Ingratitude is not
confined to individuals.'’

The old patriot died at his home in Sevannan on July 6, 1797, and was buried
in the oid Jewish cemetery which his liberality had set apart to the people of his
race. The year before he died, his fellow citizens of Chatham honored him with a
seat in the General Congress which convened at Louisville, then the capital of the
state. Sheftall Sheftall practiced law in Savannah until 1848. As long as he lived
he continued to wear Colonial knickerbockers; and beeause of his peculiar style of
dress which he refused to alter, in conformity with popular taste, he was cailed
““Cocked-Hat Sheftall.”” On the occasion of the visit of President Monroe to
Savannah in 1819 he was an lhonored guest at the banquet. Dr. Moses Sheftall, his
~un, became an esteemed citizen of Savannah, a surgeon in the Chatham Regiment,
and a judge of the Inferior Court. When Washington became chief magistrate of
the nation, in 1789, Levi Sheftal¥; then president of the Hebrew Congregation, of
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Suvannab, addressed him a letter of mngrnmlnti;n to which he replied at some
length, speaking in the highest terms of the part taken by the Jews in the struggle
{er andependence and praying that the same wonder-working Deity who had delivered
them of old fiom the hmhl of the oppressor might mnunun to water them with the
dews of heaven:

It i« not the purpose of this sketeh to do more than trace the beginnings of the
Jewish colony in Oeorgin.  But true to the heroic precedents furnished by the race in

Revolutionary times, the descendants of the old patriots of Hebrew blood were prompt ~

to enlist in 1861; and not a few of them made gallant soldiers. ,The last official
order of the Confederate Government was issued to aJew--Maj. Raphael Moses;
an:d there were few Georgin regiments in which men of Israelitish stock were not
enhisted. The famous Straus family of New York was identified with Georgia from
1554 to 18756 One of the members of this household, Oscar 8, Straus, became United
States Minister to Turkey) holding this office under three separate administrations.
He was also the first American citizen of Jewish parentage to hold a portfolio in the
cabinet of a President of the United States, Isidor and Nathan Straus, his elder
brothers, became wealthy merchants of the metropolis, men of wide sympathies for
the yafortunate, and of me iy noble philanthropies. The former of these, Isidos,
prrished at sea, on hoard the ill-fated Titanie, in 1012, —L. L. nght iz Georgia's
La*dmarks, Memorials and Legends, Vol. I.

Groncia Patriors Ovreawed oy Tue Tory Gn\'usuzx-r.‘()n July 6, 1780, soon
after the fall of Savannab, an act was passed by the Tory Legislature and signed
by the royal governor, James Wright, condemning the ‘‘wicked and unprovoke!
" against his Majesty in the Province of Georgia, and disqualifying certain
parties mentioned therein. At the same time full amnesty was offered to all who
should hasten to enroll themselves under the royal banners, by taking the oath of
allegiance to the Touse of Brunswick. The outlook was dark for the patriotic cause,
but even an this despondent hour there were few to desert the colois. The following
civilinns and soldiers were by name declared to be speeially obnoxious to the Crown
of England. The list 1s now Georgia's cherished roll of honor:

rebellion”

1. John Houstoun, rebel governor,
2. John Adams Treutlen, rebel governor, v
3. Lachlan MelIntosh, rebel general.
4. George Walton, member of rebel congresa
3. William Stephens, rebel attorney-general.
6. John Mctlure, rebel major. .
7. Jeseph Clay, rebel paymaster-general.
8. N. Wymberley Jones, speaker rebel assembly.
9. Mordecai Sheftall, chairman rebel P.Ccom.
(10, William O'Bryan, rebel treasurer. !
11. John Wereat, rebel counsellor.
12, Fudward Telfair, member of rebel congress.
13 Edward Dagles, member of rebel assembly.
14, Samuel Eibert, rebel general.
15. Seth John Cuthbert, a rebel major.
6. William Holsendorf, a rebel eounsellor.
17. Richa d Howley, a rebel governor.
18,5 George tGalphin, rebel sup. Indian affzirs
19. Andrew Williamson, rebel general.
20, John White, rebel colonel.
21. Nehemish Wade, rebel treasurer.
22, John Twiggs, rebel colonel.
23, Wm. Few, rebel counsellor,
24. Edward Langworthy, rebel delegate.
23.  Wm. Glascock, rebel counsellor.
26. Robert Walton, rebel com. of forfeited esgates. '
27. Juseph Wood, Jr., clerk to the rebel assembly.
28, Piggin, rebel colonel.
20. Wm, Hornby, distiller.
30, Piercz}(uuer. rebel officer. - e

31. Josep! ood, member of rebel congress.
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John Hardy, ea ptnm&’ a rebie} gn[ley

Samuel Miller, ber of rebel
Thos. Maxwell, planter.
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Rev. Wm. Peircy, clerk.
Thomas Savage, planter.
Thomas Stone, rebel.counsellor.

njumin Andrew; president of the rebel council.
Baker, sénior rebel colonel.
Wm. Baker, rebel afficer.
Francis ﬂ}own nter. -, ‘J
Nathan Browmlon, member of rebel congress.

Thos. Morris, rebel o

y.

Joseph Woodruff, .
Joseph* Oswald, planter. =
Josiah Powell, planter.

Samuel Saltus, a committegman.

John. Sandiford, planter.

Peter Tarling, rebel officer.

Oliver Bowen, rebel commodore.

Lyman Hall, member of rebel congress.
Andrew Moore, ’plnnter. - \f‘B
Joshua Inman, planter. .

John Dooly, rebel colonel.
John Glen, rebel chief justice.
Richard Wyley, presidént of the rebel councxl
Adam Fowler Brishane, rebel “counsellor,
Shem Butler, rebel assemblyman,
Joseph Habersham, rebel colonel
John Stirk, rebel colonel.
Raymond Demere, rebel clo. general.
Chas. Odingsell, rebel eaptain,
Wm. Peacock, rebel counsellor.
John Bradley, captain rebel galley.
Joseph Reynolds, bricklayer.
Rudolph Strohaker, butcher.
Chas, Cope, butcher.
Lewis Cope, butcher.
ﬂepwonh C.rur rebel captain,
buteh
John McIntosh, Jr ., rebel colonel
James Houston, surgeon.
Juames Habersham, merchant.
John Habersham, reliel mayor,
John Milledge, Jr., rebel assemblyman.
Levi Sherftall, butcher.
Philip Jacob Cohen, shopkeeper.
John Sutcliffe, shopkeeper.
Jonathan Bryan, rebel counsellor.
John Spencer, rebel officer,
John Holmes, clerk
William Gibbons, the elder, rebel counsellor.
Sheftall Sheftall, rebel officer.
Philip Minis, shopkeeper.
Cosh Polock, shopkeey
Robt. Hamllton, attorney ut law.
Benj. Lloyd, rebel officer.
James Alexander, rebel officer.
John Jenkips, rebel assemblyman.
Sam Stirk, rehel secretary.
Philip Densler, yeoman.
Henry Cuyler, ppel officer.

.
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136.
137.
138,
139.
140,
1.
142,
143,
144,
145,
146!
147.
148,
140,
150.
151
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Joseph Gibbons, rebel assemblyman,
Ebenezer Smith Platt, shopkeeper.
Matthew Griffin, planter,

Peter Deveaux, gentleman.

Ben Odingsell, rebel officer.

John Gibhons, v. master,

John Smith, planter.

Wm. Le Conte, rebel counsellor.
Charles Fr. Chevalier, rebel counsellor.
Peter Chambers, shopkeeper. ™ §
Thos. Washington, rebel officer.
Elisha Maxwell, planter.

Thos. Maxwell, Jr., rebel mayor.

“Wm. Gibbons, the younger, planter.

Wm. Davis, rebel officer.

John Graves, yeoman.

Charles Kent, rebel counsellor,
John Bacon, mariner.
Nathauniel Saxton, tavernkeeper.
Philip Lowe, rebel officer.
Samuel Spencer, mariner.

John Winn, Sr., planter,
Deveaux Jarrat, rebel assemblyman.
Samuel West, gentleman.
Josiah Dupont, planter.

James Pugh, planter.
Frederick Pugh, planter.
James Ray, planter.

James Martin, planter.

John Martin, rebel sheriff.
Thos. Pace, rebel officer.

Benj. Fell, rebel officer.
Dionysius Wright, planter.
Chesley Bostick, shopkeeper.
Littleberry Bostick, planter
Leonard Marbury, rebel officer.
John Sharp, planter.

James Harris, planter.

Henry Jones, rebel colonel.
Hugh McGee, rebel captain.
John Wilson, gentleman.
George Wyche, rebel officer.
Wm. (;nmllcr. rebel officer. -
sec driah Tenn, planter.

Wm. -.\lrlnlosh, rebel colonel.
David Bradie, surgeon.
Andrew McLean, merchant.
Sir Patrick Houstoun, baronet.
MeCartin Campbell, merchant.
James Gordon, planter.

John Kell, gentiéman.

John McLean, planter.

John Snider, planter.

John Elliott, rebel officer.
Thomas Elliott, rebel officer.
Richard Swinney, yeoman,
Hugh Middleton, rebel officer. {
Job Pray, mariner.

Josiah McLean, planter.

MipwAY: THE S1ART SCREVEN MONUMENT.—In 4he center of the historic old
churchyard at Midway stands a magnificent obelisk of marble, erected by the United
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States Government, at a cost of $10,000, to two distinguished Revolutionary patriots,
both residents of Midway: Gen. James Screven and Gen. Daniel Stewart. President
Woodrow Wilson, who married a daughter of Midway, and ex-President Rooswelt,
a descendant of General Stewart, both sent letters whick were réad at the ceremonies
of unveiling. The ehaft is fifty ‘feét in height agd thirty feet square at the base,
with the following in;-’ri(-lions splendidly cast, in relief, on beautiful copper plates,
and set into the pure white marhie?

- »

UntTED STATES SENATOR JOonN ELniorr GEN. DANIEL STEWART
GEN. JAMES SCREVEN

Histonie SurINEs 1IN OLp Mipway Covkren Yarp

(North Face.)
1750 i 1778
Sacred to the Memory of BRIGADIER-GENERAL JAMES
SUREVEN, who Fell, Covered with Wounds, at Sunbury, Near this
Spot, on the 22nd Day of November, 1778. e Died on the 24th
Day of November, 1778, from the Effects of his Wounds,*

{East Face.)
Reared by the Congress of the United States as a Nution's
Tribute to BRIGADIER-GENERALS JAMES SCREVEN aml
DANIEL STEWART.

* General Sereyén fell mortally wounded about a mile and a half south of Milway
Church. This point is fully ten miles distant from Sunbury. Consequentls, it i
difficult to understand this variation on the monument. We are indebted to Hon. 11
B. Folsom, of Montgomery, Georgia, for a deseription of this obelisk, topether with
4e inscriptions.

-
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(South Face.)
1759 1829

Sacred to the Memory of BRIGADIER-GENERAL DANIEL
STEWART, & Gallant Koldier in the Revolution and an Officer
Birevetted for Bravery in the Indian Wars.

(West Face.)

(The west fuce is fittingly adoined by a coayor relief representa-
tion of Midway Church, as perfect as skill and endunng copper can
make it. No inscription whatever.)

Tie Deata or GezoeJaMes ScreveN.—On the morning of November 22, 1774,
Gien. James Sereven fell mortally wounded within a mile and a half of Midway
Chinreh. At the head of twenty militia men he had just come to the support of
Col. John White, -who was expecting battle at this point with the cuemy under
Iulmu-l Prevost, the latter having entered the settlement by way of East Florida.
Tho Iritish officer wns in command of 100 regulars and was re-enforced by the
U-rv leader MeGirth, whose force consisted of 300 Indians and re!uum Both
i hn, by o singular coincidence, agreed upon the eame skirt of woods for the

purposes of an ambuseade. They also arrived upon the ground almost simul &

‘nm--msl_\‘, and, in the firing, General Sereven was struck.  According to Colonel
Jones he was killed after falling into the hands of the enemy, who were thus guilty
of an act repugnant td civilized warfare.*

The sume aceount is substantially given by David Ramsay. In the latter’s
**History of the Revolution in South Carolina’' appears this statenient: *‘General
Sereven reeeived a wound from a musket ball, in consequence of which he fell from
his horse. After he fell, several of the British came up and, upbraiding him for
the manner in which Captain Moore of Browne's Rangers had been killed, discharged
their pieces at him. '’

Judge Charlton, in his **Life of Major-General James Jackson,’’ after referring
to Doctor Ramsay '« statement, says: **My notes and memoirs @ford me un account
somewhat Jifferent. They inform me that the General was on feet reconnoitering
on the left flank of the enemy’s position on Spencer’s Hill. On this spot an
smbuseade had been formed and he fell in the midst of it."”

Benjamin Baker, who was for twenty seven years clerk of the Midway Church,
wupports the latter view, In his ** Published Records,’’ he says: ‘‘Sabbath morn-
ing. 22nd. Our purty retreated yesterday to the meeting house, where a recruit of
some hundreds joined them with some artillery, and .mn‘e of our party crossed the
swimp, and coming near a thicket where they expected an gmbuscade might probably
aecur, Colonel James Sereven and one more went forward to éxamine. The Colonel

ane Continental officer and Mr. Judah Lewis were :.hot down. The Colonel had
thren wounds, the other twq ewere killed. A flag was sent and brought off the

ulonel. Monday 2inl. We hear the Colonel still lives."'

This account is probably correct. It emanates from the locality in question
sl was written on the very day of the battle.

MetCall relates that Colonel White sent a flag to Colonel Prevost by Maj. John
Halersham requesting permission to_ furnish General Screven with such medical aid
as his situation might require. The American doctors were permitted to attend
ham. Lut his wounds were found to be of such a fiature that they could not save him.
In the published correspondence Colonel Prevost apologizes for the alleged act of
one af his rangers in shooting General Se wreyen after he was disabled.

The gallant officer, was taken first to the vestry house of Midway Church. thence
to the residence of John Winn, aome two miles off, and finally to the home of John
Elliott Sr., where he died.  He was borne from the enemy ‘s ground by a detachment
of wvight wen, furnished by Colonel Prevost. The burial pf General Sereven took

*““History of Georgin,”’ Vol. IT, p. 306, Boston, 1886. The citations which
follow have been furnished by T. F. Screven, in a sketch prepared for ““Men of
Mark in Georgin,"’ Vol. ¥, pip. 206-207, Atlants, 1906. &
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place in the cemetery adjacent to Midway Church. This brave conduct was recog
vized by both state and nat! mnl governments, his two surviving daughters were
each granted 1,000 acres of lnmL by the Legislatvre of Eeorgin, while*‘the
United States Cobgress, after u:evhpse of more than a century, has still furtoer
honored his memN !mndloma memorial shaft which he is soon to shard at
Midway, witl his illustrious compxﬁ)bn in arml, Gen. Daniel Stewart.  «

Sevex of Groreia's Cov vru:s Namep mn “LapERT 'S SONS. ~—Perhaps the most
eloquent attestation of the part played by the \hdway settlement in the drama of
the Revolution is to be found in the tn“ that uve' ‘counties of Ceoq,m bear names
which can be traced to this fountain-head of patnotulm

1. Liberty. This name was conferred by the Constitution of 1777 upon the
newly created county which was formed from the old Parish of St. John. It was
bestowed- in recdgnition Jf the fact that the earliest stand for indppendence wax here
taken by the patriots of the Midway settlément, whose flag at Fort Morris was the
last to Le lowered when Georgia was overrun,by the British, and whose contributions
to 'ha official lists of the Revolution were manifold s.d distinguished.

2, Rereven, formed December 14, 1793, was named for Gen. James Screven, u resi
dent of Bunbury, who fell mortally woundad, within a mile and a half of Midway
Chnrrh‘ on November 22, 1778, and who lies buried in' Midway eyard. '

3. Hall, created December 15, 1818, and named after ;ﬂﬁl, a resident of
the Midgay District, who was the first delegate sent from to the Continental
Congress and who was sfterwards a signer of the Declaration of Independence and
gorornor of Georgia.

. Gwinnett, established December 1" 1818, was called a!t,cr Button Gwinnett,
wbow home was on St. Catherine’s Island, but business affairs connected him with
Sunbury, who was also a signer of the Declaration of Independence, and a governor of
Georgia. '

3. Baker, constituted, December 12, 1825, was named for Col. John Baker, of the
Revolution, one of the early pioneer settlers of St. John's Parish. '

6. Stewart, organized December 30, 1830, was named for Gen. Daniel Stewnrt, an
eminent soldier both of the Revolution and of the Indian wars. THe wuas a naunve
of the distriet, 2 member of Midway Church, and an ancester of ex-President Theo-
dore Roosevelt. Ie sleeps in Midway burial-ground.

7. Bacon, created by legislative act, during the session of 1914, in honor of the
late United States Senator Augustus 0 Bacon, whose parents repose in the little
cemetery adjacent to Midway Church,

Hearp's ForT.— According to the local historian of Wilkes, the first sottlement
on the site of the Town of Washington was made by a colony of immigrants from
Westmoreland Couaty, Virginia, headed by Stephen Heard, a pi who afterwards
rose to high promincace in public affairs. Two brothers accompanied him to Georyin.
Barnard and Jesse, and possibly his father, .JTohn Heard, was also among the colonists
It is certain that the party included Benjamin Wilkinson, togetl others whose
names are no longer of record. They arrived on December 31 y and, on New
Year's day following, in the midst of an unbroken forest of eent onks, they
began to huild a stockade fort, which they called Fort Heard, to protect the settle
ment from Indian assaults,

The Heards were of English stock but possessed landed estates in Treland. 1t i<
saild of JJohn Heard that he was a man of explosive temper, due to his somewhat
aristorratic blood and that, growing out of a aliﬂwulf_r over tithes, in which he used
a pitch-fork on a minister of the Established Chureh, he somewhat hastily resolved
upon nn ocean voyage, in order to escape the consequences.

Between the Indians and the Tories, the iittle colony at Heard's Fort was sorely
harassed during the Revolutionary.war period. There were many wanton acts of
cruelty committed when the tide of British success in Georgia was at the tlood.
Stephen Heard’s young wife, with a babe at her breast, was at this time driven
out in a snow storm, to perish without a shelter over her head. His brother, Muj
Bernard Heard, was put into irons, taken to Augusta, and sentenced to he hanged,
tat fortunately on the eve of the siege he made his escape, and took un active part
in the events which followed. Tt is said that among the prisoners rescved from the

o~
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hands of the British was his father, John Heard, an old man, who was on the point
of exhaustion from hunger.

In the spring of 1780 Heard's Fort became temporarily the seat of the state
gorernment sa Georgin,  Stephen Heard was at this time a member of the executive
council; and when Governor Howley left the state to attend the Continental Congressy
Gearge Wells as president of the executive couneil succeeded him. while Stephen Heard
suecceeted George Wells,  The latter fell soon afterwards in a duel with James Jack®
son, whereupom Stephen Heard, by virtue of his office, nmume-} the direction of
affirs. It was o period of great upheaval; and, to insure a place of safety for the
Juw muking power when Augusta was threatened, Strpiu-n Heard transferred the
seat of government to Heard’s Fort, in the County of Wilkes, where it remained
until Nugusta was retaken by the Americans,

On the traditional €ife of Heard's Fort was built the famous old Heard House,
which was owned and occupied for years by Gen. B. W. Heard, a descendart of
Jdesse Heard, one of the original pioneers. It stood on the north side of the court
house square, whete it was afterwards used as a bank and where, on May 5, 1863,
wag held the last mecting of the Confederate cabinet. Thus an additional wealth
of memories was Lequeathed to Heard’s Fort, an asvlum for two oepamu- govern
*onts pursued l-_v enemies,

On Apnl 25, 1779, the first court held in the upountry north of Augusta was
held at Hv:-r-l's Fort. There were three justices:  Absalom Bedell, Benjamin Cateh

s and Willinm Downs.  To this number Zachariah Lamar and James Gorgian were
subsequently aeded. Col. John Dooly was attorney for the state. Joseph Scott
tediden was sheriff, and Henry Manadue, clerk of the court. For several years the
tribunal of justice was quartered in private dwellings. It was not until 1783 or later
that the connty boasted a jail, and, Jduring this period, prisoners were often tied with
hickory withes, or fastened by the neck between fence rails.  Juries often sat on logs
out ol odoors while deliberating upon verdiets. Tt is saind that when Tories were
ieieted, even on misdemeanors, they seldom escaped the hemp.  Says Doctor Smith: *
“Exen after the war, when a man who was accused of stealing n horse from General
Clarke was acquitted by the jury, the old soldier arrested him and marched him to a
comvenwnt tree and was about to hang him anyhow, when Nathaniel Pendleton, a
distinginshed lawyer, succecded in begging him off, "

Wastiaeron - Oa the site of Fort Heard arose in 1750 the present town of
Wishington: the fiest town in the United States to be named for,the commander-in-
chet of the American armies in the Revolution. It was not until 1783 that Wash
imgton was formally laid off : but the records show that during the year mentioned it
took the name of the illustrious soldier. Next in poiait of age to Washington,
tworgin, vomes Washington, North Carolina. & town whith was founded in 1752,
twa full years later,

“ The Story of Georgia_gnd the Georgia People.”™ by Dr. (ieorge G. Smith,
pre 14T 198, Atlanta, 1900, 7

, X
CHAWER V '

SavanNai’s REVOLUTIONARY MONUMENTS—THE GREENE MONUMENT 1IN
JoHNSON SQUARE—THE PuLAskl MONUMENT IN Culi’l.';:w..\ SQUARE —
THe BRONZE STATUE OF SERGEANT JASPER IN MADISON SQUARE-—
Tue SpriNg HiLL REDOUBT—J ASPER-SPRING.

During the visit of General Lafayette to Savannah, in 1823, the
old palladin &I liberty .was asked to take part in laying the corney-
stones of two monuments to be erected in “the ‘‘ Forest Cit§3’’ one.to the
memory of Gen. Nathanael Greene, in Johnson Square/ and one to the
memory of Count Pulaski, in Chippewa Square. He yielded assent;
and on March 21, 1825, the cornenstones were duly laid in the places
designated, ("eneral Laf\yette acting in ‘association with the Masonie
lodges. Subsequently donations were received for the erection of these
monuments. The sum desired was $35,000, for the raising of which thc
Legislature authorized a lottery; but the enterprise languishing after
a few years it was decided to erect only one shaft, to be dedicated in
common to the two illustrious heroes.

L ]

Accordingly, the first monument erected, a shaft of granite, fifty fect
in height, was called the *‘Greene and Pulaski’’ monument, and for
twenty-five years it continued to honor the two heroes jointly, though it
bore no inscription. Finally, in 1853, funds having been raised suf-
ficient to carry out the original plan, the monument in Johnson Square
became the ‘“Greene’’ monument, and a shaft to Count Pulaski was
erccted elsewhere. However, it was not until 1885 that it hore an
inscription. The Georgia K Historical Society then took the matter in
hand, and, with the aid of the city authorities, raised ey needed
for the tablets. Both made of bronze, the one on the h side por-
trays, in bas relief, the full length fizure of General Greene, while the
one on the north side reads thus:

**Major-General Nathanael Greene, born in Rhode
Island, 1742, died in Georgia, 1786. Scldier, patriot, and
friend of Washington. This shaft has been reared hy the
people of Savannah in honor of his great services to the
American Revolution.”’

On November 14, 1902, the remains of General Greene having been
found in the Graham vault, after long search, in the old Colonial
burial ground, were re-interred with impressive ceremonies under the
Greene monument. The ashes of his son, George Washington Greene,
were likewise committed to the same receptacle. Direetly over the spot
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which marks the last resting-place is a wreath of bronze. there placed
by Savannah Chapter of the Daughters of the American Reyolution and «
unveiled at the timeof re-interment.

Though it wus designed nrigﬂ’&lly llust.‘ the mwonument to Count
Pulaski should” stand in Chippewa Square, Kkhc corner-stone, on Octo-
ber 11, 1853, was relaid in Monterey Bquare; aud, on Januury 9, 1555,

4the superb structure was dedicated with impressive ceremonies. It is
fifty feet in height; a column of solid marble resting upon a base of
granite and surmounted by a statue of the goddess of liberty, holding a
wreath in her outstretched hand. On each of the four cosners of the
base is chiseled an inverted cannon, emblematic of loss and mourning.
The coats-of-arms of both Poland and Geo‘rgin, entwined with branches
of laurel, ornament the cornices, while the bird of freedom rests upon
both. -Pulaski, on an elegant tablet of bromze, is portrayed in the act
of falling, mortally wounded, from his horse, at the time of tfe famous
sicge; and the whole is a work of consummate art.~—~It wageSecuted in
Italy at a cost of $18,000 and was considered at the time one of the most
(lﬂlw.'uul memorials in America. The inscription on the monument reads:

**Pulaski, the Heroic Pole, who fell: mortally wounded,

tighting for American Liberty at the siege of Savannah,

October 9, 1779.”

Underncath the monument, soon after the laying of the corner-stone,
were placed what at the time were supposed to be the remains of the
gallant foreigner. These, having been exhumed at Greenwich, on Augus-
tine Creck, the traditional place of Pulaski’s burial, were placed beside
the corner-stone, in a receptacle specially designed for them. The con-
formity of the remains to such a man as Pulaski, ascertained upon an
anatomical examination by medical experts, decided the commissioners
to place the remains beneath the structure. [However, there are some
who insist that Pulaski was buried at sea and that his real ashes are
entombed between Savannah and Charleston.] To Maj. William P.
Bowen belongs the chief honor of the project which culminated in the
crection of the monument. Dr. Richard D. Arnold was the chairman of
the commission. SR

Among the numerous articles deposited in the cornehﬁe was a
piece of the oak tree from Sunbury, under which General 'nglcthnrpu
opened the first Lodge of Free Masons in Georgia, and under which also.
in 1779, the charter of the Union Society, of Savannah, was preserved
and Mordecai Sheftall, then a prisoner of war, was elected president.,
It was the contribution of Mrs. Purla Sheftali Solomons. Col. A. R.
Lawton, aftirwards General, was in command of the various military
organizations at the time of the relaying of the corner-stone. Robert I
Launitz, oi New York, was the designer of the monument. and Robert
D. Walker, the sculptor. - Richard R. Cuyler officiated in the Masonic
rites.

On February 2. 1888, in Madison Square, near the handsome new

DeSoto Hotel, was unveiled the superb monument to Sergeant Jasper.
Vol. 1—2) & F
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It is the work of the famous sculptor, Alexander Doyle. who at the age
of thirty was the designer of more public monuments and statues than +
any ofher man in Awerica, and who was credited with at least one-fifth
 of the memorials of this kind to be found within the Union.  Surmount-
ing a pedestal of granite, the figurg’of Serggant Jasper, heroic in Size
and wrought of bronze. is portriyed in the et of seizing the colors of
his regiment. It reproduces the heroie seene pt his nmr'.\'r-‘hnn. on the
Spring Hill .redoubt, during the sivuv\)l' Savannah.  With the flag in
#one hand, he raises his gallant sword with the other, to defend the cm-
blem of his country s liberties, The inscription on the menument reads:

“To the memory of Sergeant William Jasper, avlhio,
though mortally wounded, rescued the colors of his regi-
¢ ment, in the assault on the British lines about the city,

Tue JasrEr MONUMENT, SAVANNAH

October 9, 1779, A century has not dimmed the glory of
the Irish-Awerican soldier whose last tribute to eivil Tib-
erty was his life. 17791879, Erected by the Jasper
Monument Association.”’

Grover Cleveland, President of the United .\'(.‘l.ltw‘, enroute to Jack
sonville, Florida, honored the oceasion by a drive through the city, and
Gieneral John B. Gordon was also among the distinguished visitors. In
the membership of the Jasper Association were many of the foremost
men of Savannah, including: - John Flannery, Peter W. Meldrim., John
R. Dillon, John T. Ronan, .J. J. McGowan, John II. Estill, George A.
Mercer, W. O. Tilton, Luke Carson, John Sereven, Jordan F. Brooks,
Jeremish Cronin and J. K. Clarke. Though not as large as either the
Greene or the Pulaski monument, it is quite as impressive, and from
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the artistic standpoint is unexeelled by any memorial in the Forest City,
whose monuments are world-renowned.
-~
Near the site of the present Central Railroad depot was the famous
Spring il redoubt where Count Pulaski and Sergeant Jasper fell”
wortally wounded on October 9, 1779, during the ill,fated siege of
Suvannah.  Superh monuments to these imulortal heroes have been
crected on Bull Street, the city’s most beautiful thoroughfare. In
addition, Savannah chapter of the D. A. R. has commemorated the
herole sacrifice which”they made to liberty by placing a tablet on the
hill. Miss Margaret Charlton, daughter of Judge Walter G. Charlton,
of Savannah, and Miss Isabelle Harrison, a descendant of Colonel Isaac
ITuger, who planned the assanit on Spring Hill vedoubt, unveiled the
tablet. On account of the distinguished part taken in the siege of
Sevannah by Count D'Estaing, the French government deputed a spe-
cial representative, Viscount Benoist d'Azy, an officer in the French
qavy. to attend the ceremonies.
hassador at Washington, and Governor Joseph M. Brown, of Georgia.
made short addresses.

On the old Augusta road, two miles above Savannah, is the scene of
one of the boldest captures in the history of the Revolution: Jasper
Spring.  Here the brave Sergeant Jasper with the help of his comrade-
in-arms, Sergeant Newton, rescued six American soldiers from the Brit-
ish officers who were taking them as prisoners of war fyasm Ebenezer to
Savannah. Tt was the work of stratagem; but there is not to be found
in the annals of the war for independence a feat more courageous. The
spuing has ever since been called by the name of the gallant Irishman
whao later perished at the siege of Savannah. In 1902 Lédchlin MeIntosh
Chapter of the D. A. R. marked the site by placing here a beautiful
memorial fountain to remind the wayfarer, while quenching his thirst,
of the brave exploit with which this little spring lis foro\er assoclated
in Georgia's historic annals.
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CHAPTER VI

GEORGIA'S TERRITORIAL DOMAIN As FIXED BY THE TREATY oF Pawis 1N
1783—ExTENvs To THE Mississiept River o THE WES] AND To w1k
ST. Mary's RIVER ON THE SBOUTH—AN ADDITIONAL STRII ACQUIRED
WestT OF THE CHATPAHOOCHEE, BErow THE ToirTY-Tign [Pak-
ALLEL—S0UTH CAROLINA CLaimMs ALL THE TERRITORY OF GEokraia
SouTH OF THE ALTaMaua River as o Parr or HEer OriGiNan
Dosaix, .\m- CEDED IN“GEORGIA'S CH um-:n—Tma CL\IM
UNpER THE TREATY OF BEAUFORT, IN 1487——Inx-g
oF THE STATE AT THE CLOSE OF THE REVOLUTION—BUT TuE DoMmi-
NANT SPIRIT OF THE ANGLO-SAXON ASSERTS ITSELF—IMMIGRATION

INTO - WILKES-——GENERAL

Maruews SETTLES A CoLoNy oN THE Goosg Poxp Tract—Jons

TaLBor ACQUIRES A LARGE GRANT—DR. LyMaN Hann Brcoses Gov-

ERNOR—HANDSOME ESTATES GRANTED To REVOLUTIONARY HEROKS—

GENERAL NATHANAEL GREENE—GENERAL ANTHONY WavNe-——Magonr,

James JacksoN—Bori tHE CREEKS AND THE CHeroxiees, ITaviNe

Sipep witH THE ENGLISH, FORFEIT LARGE TRACTS oF LaND,

Notes: GeorGlLyw's First NEwsPArErR—CHier Justices UNbeEr  1HE
CoxsTiTrTiON OF 1777,

Under the Treaty of Paris, signed in 1783, Georgia was leit in nomi-
nal possession of all the territory for which her charter called. This
embraced not only the fertile domain of country between the Altamaha
and the Savannah rivers, but a wide belt of territory cxtending from
the headwaters of tliese streams westward to the Mississippi River. Jf
a straight line be drawn on our present-day map from West Point,
Georgia, to a point on the Mississippi where a tributary stream, called
the Yazoo River, enters the Father of Waters, this line, ébfresponding
roughly with the thirty-third degree of north latitude, will represent the
southern boundary of Georgia’s western domain, as defined in the terms
of her original grant from the Crown of England.

But Georgia's territorial doma’n embraced at this time an additional
strip of very great importance, extending in width along the Atlantic
coast from Daricn at the mouth of the Altamaha to St. Mary's. at a
point where the Florida line touches the Atlantic Ocean. In length this
strip extended to the Mississippi.River. For years Spain had claimed
this fertile zone to the south of the Altamaha ; but, in 1763, having cedeld
Florida to England, her claims were no longer a standing mennee and
Georgia’s southern frontier was, therefore, extended from Darien to
St. Mary’s.

South Carolina regarded this extension with looks far from co.
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placent.  She accordingly entered a protest, claiming that Georgia origi-
nally had been carved out of South (arolina and that all lands to the
south of the Altamaha, not deseribed in Georgia's charter, belonged not
to Georgia bpt to Sonth Carolina, this property having never left her
possession.  There was some hasis in fact for this contention; hut South
Carolina agreed to abandon her claim at a conference between the two
States, held at Beaufort, S, C. April 258, 1787.°

But what of Georgia’s territory to the west_of the Chattahoochee
River?  When England. in 1763, acquired Florida from Spain, she
divided her new provinee into two parts:  East Florida, embracing a
greater part of the peninsula, and West Florida, a strip extending along
the Gulf of Mexico to the Mississippi River and bounded on the north
by a line drawn from the Yazoo River eastward to the Chattahoochee.
The territory north of West Florida to a point corresponding with the

thirtyAfifth parallel of north latitude was claimed by Georgia, under her.

royal grant.  Iowever, the Floridas did not long remain in England’s
possession. . X

Taking advantage: of conditions created by the Revolution. Spain
soffizht 1o regain her lost possession.  This she did; but only in part.
For,in the treaty of peace, under which Florida was eeded back to Spain
in 1783, England fixed the northern boundary of this cession at the
thirty-first parallel of north latitude, in consequence of which all the
territory north of this line was eeded to the United States.  But Spain
beeame dissatistied and refused to acknowledge the title of this country
to the strip in dispute, embracing some two degrees of latitude in a strip
reaching from the Chattahoochee to the Mississippi.  Georgia also put
i elaim to this territory, sinee it lay to the west of her owm possessions,
a claim which accorded with the poliey of all the states, in asserting
Jurisdiction over lands to the west of them: but the United States
authgrities disputed Georgia's claim on the ground that said strip had
been aequired by the nation as @ whole and that it helonged therefore to
the Federal Government,

Thus. for more than a decade subsequent to the Revolution, this West
Florida boundary line remained a subjeet of contention: but in 1795
Spain relinguished her elaim to all territory north of the thirty-first
parallel of north latitude, and onee more Georgia asserted her claim to
the entire region west of t' 2" Chattahoochee River.  Matters were for a
time quicted : but Spain was always a most unpleasant neighbor, and
not until Florida was acquired by purchase from Spain in 1819 was the
southern boundary line of Grorgia definitely and finally settled.  But
when this time eame she had already ceded her western lands to the
Federal Governmeut. )

Georgia, at the close of the Revolution, was left in a greatly impov.
erished condition. A1l of the important towns of the state were in
ruins—Savannah, Angusta; Sunbury alid Ebenezer. Ier population
was seattered.  Agriculture was languishing. There were few negroes
to till the ficlds, some having fled to other states, while not a few were
deiiid z [

**Marbury and Crawford’s Digest,”" pp. 662-667, Georgia was represented at
this conference by two commissioners, John Habersham and Lachlan McIntosh;

South Carolina by three commissioners, Charles Cotesworth Pinckner, Andrew
Pickens and Pierce Buotler. /.7 v
’ &
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carried off hy the royalists. Schools and churches were closed. There
were no courts and judges. Cummercial operations had been suspended.
It was a time of great heaviness, arfd to add to the prevaiting distress
there was an uprisiu}o{ the Creek Indians.

But the dominant spirit of thy, Anglo-Saxon asserted itself wmid
these trying conditions. The-anost helpless 8f all the colonies, Georgia
was not discouraged, but turned her face hopefully &ad vesolutely toward
the sunrise of a new day. Nor was it {ong le‘)rg Streams olimmigrants
began to pour into the state from the nl rthward, spreading out over the
“fertile Georgia uplands.  Gen. George Mathews in 1783 settled a colony
of Virginians in what was known us the Goose Pond tract on the Broad
River. With him came the Gilmers; the Lumpkins, the MeGhees, the
Freemans, the Meriwethers and the Barnetts. ~ John Talbot, a Virginian,
also acquired at an early date extensive grints of land.  Other bands of
immigrants from the same state found homes on the Little River, some
few miles further to the south and west. North Carolinians also began
to come in large numbers, Swelling the little comniunities in which Tuar
Heel settlers had already commenced to swarm on "wr‘\j’ﬁ" Revolu-

tion. All of these settlements madé between 1777 and 1783 were made
in a region to which, under Georgia’s first State Constitufion, was given
‘the name of Wilkes. From the forest stretches of this region, Colonel
Elijah Clarke gathered his loyal band of partisans and marched to the
overthrow of Toryism, in the famous battle of Kettle Creck.  Gathering
up the defenseless women and children of the Broad River distriet,
Colonel Clarke had firsy taken these to a place of refuge beyond the
mountains in Tennessee; and then returning to Georgia hie had waged
a relentless warfare against the enemies of Georgia, to whom all this
part of Georgia was known as the “*Hornet’s Nest.”"  Governor Wright
had obtained these lands by eession from the Indians, in satisfaction of
certain debts due to traders, the first cession having been made in 1763,
the second in 1773 ; but as a penalty for having sided with the British,
the Indians, as we shall see later, were foreed to yield two large addi-
tional tracts to the whites. ’
In 1783, Dr. Lyman Hall became governor. Iis administration was
signalized by an act ~f confiscation, under which Georgia took possession
of all lands, tenements, chattels, and other property interests belonging
to those persons who had given help to England during the Reyolution.
When Georgia was in the hands of the British, in 1?%‘0\‘”’“0!‘
Wright, acting for the king, had confiscated the property of all who
were then in resistance to the ecrown.  Turn about, therefore, was only
fair play. Governor Wright's property brought $160.000. Many who
had served the state were handsomely recompensed,  Gen. Nathanael
Greene, for his part in redétming Georgia from British domination. was
given a magnificent estate on the Savannah River, containing some 2,100
acres, formerly the home of Licutenant-Governor John Grahaw . while
a similar estate was hestowed upon Gen. Anthony Wayne, who had par
ticipated in the closing drama of hostilities on Georgia soil.  Both of
these illustrious soldiers became eitizens of Georgia. General Greene was
also given a handsome estate on Cumberland Island.  North Carolina
and South Carolina both gave e¢states to General Greene, hut he preferred
to reside at Mulberry Grove, his Georgia estate, near Savannah,  Maj.

—
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James Jackson, for his service to the state, was given a fine old royalist
home in Savannah.

Both the Creeks and Cherokees, as above stated, sided with the
British during the struggle for independence. In consequence, there
was a forfeiture of land to the state at the close of hostilities.* Governor
Hall was a man of vision. He realized fully the importanee of an edu-
cated electorate in the upbuilding of a great commonwealth and ont of
his recommendations to the Legislature grew not only, our earliest town
academies but, as we shall see later, our state university at Athens.

Groucia's First Newsparer: THE GazerTe—Twelve years prior to the battle
of Lexington, the earliest printing press was installed in Savannah; and on April
7, 1763, appeared the initial number of the Georgia Gazette, edited by James John
son. It was the eighth newspaper to be published in the colonies. Beyond the
annouacement of vital statistics, the arrival and departure of vessels in the harbor,
and ‘tems relating to traffic, the little weekly sheet contained no local news. Accord-
ing to one authority, Savanaah and Charleston exchanged brieflets in regard to each
other: the Charleston editor would gather information about Savanpah from yisitors
who came to trade in Charleston; and this he would publish%in the Charleston paper.
Two weeks later it would appear in the Georgia Gazette, and vice versa.

Bd%.the local column was soon developed. The spirit of resistance to the oppres-
#ive measures of the British Parliameut bore frait in news items, which were published
at first hand. The earliest Bugle call for the patriots to assemble in Savannah was
sounded through the columns of the Gedtgia Gazette, on July 14, 1774. They were
requested to meet at the Liberty Pole, in front of Tondee's Tavern, on July 27
following, and the card was signed by the famous quartette of liberty: Noble
Wymberley Jones, Archiliald Bulloch, John Houstoun and John Walton, the brother
of the signer. Though a large number responded at the appointed time, the Province
at large was not represented, and another call was issued for August 10; 1774. At
this time, in spite of the governor's solemn edict of warning, also published in the
(Gazette, they met together and took conservative but firm action.® The strong
influence of the governor and the effective opposition of such pronounced Loyalists
as James Habersham and Noble Jones alone kept the assemblage from sending
delegateg at this time to the Continental Congress in Philadelphia.

Among the patriots who responded to the earliest summons were: “ John Glen,
Joseph Clay, Noble Wymberley Jones, John Houstoun, Lyman Hall, John Bmith,
William Young, Edward Telfair, Samuel Farley, John Walton, George Walton,
Joseph Habersham, Jonathan Bryan, Jonathan Cochrane, Georg‘ MeIntosh, William
Giibbons, Benjamin Andrew, John Winn, John Stirk, David Zoubly, H. I.. Bourquin,
Elisha Butler, William Baker, Parmenus Way, John Baker, John Stacy, John Morel
and others.—‘Georgia's Landmarks, Memorials and Legends,’’ I.. L. Knight, Vol. II.

Georata’s Earuy Cmier Juxﬂ.l‘s’i’:—-Under the constitution of 1777, provision
was made for a Supreme Court—not in thé modern sense, however —to consist of a
chief justice, with three or more associates residing in the counties. On account
of unsettled conditions, court was seldom held during this“period. The names of
the associntes have béen lost, hut the following is a correct list of the chief
justices of. Georgin und r the first state constitution:

JORD GIEB, ¢ snianiisss s massass e - ..1777-1780
Willinm Stevens ........ ¥ . ..1780-1781
John Wereat ....... .. ... ..., 1781-1782
Aedanis Burke .........0 0cooiiii.n R TIR. 1782-1782
Richard Howley . .. b I 1782-1783

George Walton ... 1783-1786
William Stith . .. . 1'786-1180
John Houstoun ... ....... s .. 1786-1787
Honry OBBOUIE < covsvsrrsiiothenssammnny vevenes 8s 1787-1789

Compiled from the records.

{
» »

* “‘Marbury and Crawford's ﬂigeat, Treaties at Augusta,’” pp. 603-606.

* CHAPTER VII
RicuMoxDp AcapEmy Is CHARTERED—GEORGIA’S OLDEST Eprgationan
InsTiTrTION—TW0 GREAT COUNTIES ORGANIZED OUT OF Tue Laxps
ACQUIRED FROM THE INDIANS: WASHINGTON AND FRANKLIN—IMMI-
GranTs INviTED TO Occury Tuese Vikgiy DistricTs—How Tne
L.axps. WERE DisTRIBUTED—ORIGIN OF THE SYSTEM KNowN as Hean
RiGnTs—LAND OFFICE OPENED IN AUGUSTA—GRANTS OF LyNb T0
RevOLUTIONARY SoLpiErs—Eacn, Was GIven 2560._Aeges, EMPT
FROM TAXATION, WITH AN ADDITIONAL 15 PER CENT, 1P s BxeMp-
TION WAS WAIVED—ALL'THE LANDS GRANTED UNDER THE OLp Heap
Ricurs Systex Lie East or, THE OCONEE RIVER—INCLUDE ALso A
Strir 0r Laxp East or THE OLp COUNTY oF WayNE——COUNT
D'Estaing Givex 20,000 Acres oF LAND—FRANKLIN COLLEGE, AMER-
1cA’s OLpEsT STATE UNIVERSITY, IS CHARTERED—IN LiEr or Casn,
40,000 Acres oF LAND ARE DONATED BY THE STATE—SAMUEL ELBERT
Becosmes GOVERNOR—THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT Is TRANSPERRED TO
Aveusta, WHERE IT REMAINS POR TEN YEaARS—MEANWHILE A CoM-
MISSION Is APPOINTED TO LOCATE A SITE FOR A PERMANENT CAPITAL—
AN Orp Bouxpary LiNe Dispute BETWEEN GEORGIA AND SouTH
CarotaNa Is SErTLED—THE TuGALo RIVER IS ACCEFTED As viE MAIN
STREAM OF THE SAVANNAH, FROM THE MouTH oF WHICH GEORGIA'S
NorTHERN BOUNDARY Is DRAWN—DEATH OF GEN. NATHANAEL GREENE
—FUNERAL OBSEQUIES—HIS PLACE OF INTERMENT FOR YEARS AN °
UNsoLvEp EN16MA—THE ARTICLES oF CONFEDERATION HAVING
PROVED UNSATISFACTORY, A CONVENTION Is CALLED To DEVISE A NEW
FepERAL CoNsTITUTION—THE ANNAPOLIS CONFERENCE—THE CONTI-
NENTAL CONGRESS—GEORGIA'S DELEGATES FROM 1775 10 178

NoTes: MULBERRY GROVE—GEORGIA'S OLDEST NEWSP\FER—(F
OLDPEST MILITARY ORGANIZATION.

Under the State Constitution of 1777, provision was made for the
establishmont, in each county, of schools to be maintained at the general
expense.  Accordingly, in July, 1783, while Governor 1all was chief
executive, a charter was granted by the Legislature to Richmond Aecad-
emy, an institution which survives to the present day as the oldest of
Georgia’s schools. For years the trustees of Richmond Academy directed
the affairs of the City of Augusta. Likewise, in 1783, a charter was

. granted for an academy to he located at Wayneshoro, in the connty of

Burke. Tt was not until February, 1788, that the Legislature granted
a charter. for Chatham Academy in Savannah, but the history of this
institution has been resplendent with achicvement.
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In 1754, John Houstoun was for the second time called to the execu-
< tive helm. It was during Governor Houstoun's administration that the
lands acqnired from the Indians, under treaties made at Augusta, in
1753, were organized ints two great counties: Washington and Frank-
lin. At the ¢lose of the Revolution there were vight counties in Georgia,
all of which were created, as we have seen, by the Constitution of 1777.
These were: Chatham, Burke, Effingham, Richmond, Glynn, Camden,
Liberty and Wilkes.  There were now in all ten counties, ~3 ’
Immigrants were invited to occupy these newly acquired lands,
One thousand acres was fixed as the limit for each family, under the sys-
Ctem of distribution in vogue, all.additional lands to be acquired by
purchase at the rate of three shillings per acre.® Lands were distrib-
uted at this time under what was known as the Head Rights system,
according to which method of conveyanee vach head of a family settling
in Georgia was geanted 200 acres for himself, fifty aeres for each child,
and fifty acres for cach negro owned by him, not in excess of ten,
Morvover, he was allowed to select and survey a body of unoccupied land
to swit his own inclination,

Head Rights were tirst granted by the trustees, under royal authority
received from King George I1 of, England.  During the administration
of Governor Ellis there arose some dispute concerning titles to land
made by the Lord Proprictors of South Carolina, some of these titles
antedating Georgia's establishment. At one time, it will be remembered,
Grorgia formed a part of South Carolina: and. when her charter was
surrendered back to the Crown in 1752, there was a disposition on the
part of South Carolina to extend her jurisdiction over a part of Geor.
gia's domain, to the south and west of the Altamaha.  Accordingly,
Governor Ellis caused an act to be passed by virtue of which all persons
holding any lands or tenements whatsoever within the said provinee of
Georgia. by andinder grants from the trustees, or by and under grants
obtained sinee the surrender of Georgia's charter, were *established and
confirmed an the possession of their several and respective lands and
tenements” " and such grants were “accordingly ratified and @nfirmed
and declared to he good and valid to all intents and purposes whatso-
ever, against all persons claiming any estate or interest therein, by and
under the said Lord Proprietors of Carolina or by and under any former
grants obtained before the date of his .khmty ‘s charter to said trustees
for establishing the colony of Georgia, any act, law, or statute to the
contrary notwithstanding. ™ + )

There was passed at Savannah, on June 7, 1777, an act for the
opening of a land office. unde® which, as above stated. every white person
or head of a family was entitled to 200 acres of land for himself, besides
fifty acres for each child and fifty acres for each negro. not to exceed
ten m wumber.  Later, the amount of land which one could acquire
under these Mead Right grants was limited to 1.000 acres: but for a
stipulated sum he could inerease his grant if he so desired.  The grantee
was free to choose his Head Right from any unoceupied lands, lbut to

t ot History of Georgia,'' R. P. Brooks, p. 143,

t Article by Philip Cook, secretary of state, on Head Rights and Land Grants
:({Nl:mrgin. published in the **Joseph ll,l»ﬁrshnnl Collections, "’ Vol. L.’ pp. 303-
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avoid confusion and to perfect his titles he was required to make proper
returns. ) : : i

Bounties to Revolutionary seldiers to be prid in Head Righis were
first authorized by an act passe ugust 20, 1781, at which time to
encourage patriotism each soldier who\w\ns ab!gto ex_hibi‘ to the Legis-
lature a certificate from his commanding offiecr as to his faithful dis-
charge of duty, was to be given 250 acres of land, when lln-_‘\-xpulsiou
of the British was successfully accomplished. On Kebruary 17, 1783, an™
act was pasged providing for a land court to be opened at Augusta, where
all soldiers on presentation of certificates were to receive cach 250 acres
of land, under Head Right grants, to be exempt from taxes for a period
of ten years. If the grantee chose to waive this exemption, he was to*®
receive an additional 15 per cent of land, making his Head Right call for
287f= acres of land.

“Under the provisions of this act over 4,000 Revolutionary soldiers
received Head Rights to landslying chietly in the two new counties of
Franklin,and Washington.- With only a very few execptions, these old
soldiers waived exemption and assumed the payment of HC‘&‘W
begin at once. Thousands were indyced to settle in (ieorgia by reason
of the state liberal policy. For years subsequent to the Revolution,
they continued to legate in Georgia and numbers of these.acquired land
under the various lottery acts of a later period. All the Head Right
lands in Georgia, north of the Altamaha, lie east of the Oconee River;
all south of the Altamaha lie cast of the old original County of Wayne.

As we have already seen, Georgia, _at; the close of the Revolution,
granted handsome estates to Gen. Nathanael Greene of Rhode Island and
to Gen. Anthony Wayne, of Pennsylvania, both of whom had aceepted
the state’s generous gifts andibecome citizens of Georgia. The Legis-
lature of 1794, in keeping with this policy of rewarding the state’s
benefactors, granted 20,000 acres of land to Count D’Estaing for his
heroie devotion to the canse of liberty, especially as evineed in his
gallant but unsuccessful effort to raise the siege of Savannah. Deeply
affected by this recognition of his gallantry, the noble count, who was
then suffering from a dangerons wound, wrote a letter of grateful
aceeptance to Governor Houstoun, in which he said: **The mark of its
satisfaction which the State of Georgia was pleased to give me, after [
had been wounded, was the most healing balm which could have lmtw
applied to my pains.”’ lr

Georgia's great educational needs loomed before her far-sighted Taw-
makers at this time with colossal import, forming a pillar of cloud hy
day and a pillar of fire by night. Governor Hall, in his message 1o the
Legislature of 1783, had stressed these needs an in response thereto the
General Assembly had chartered two academies, one for Richmond and
one for Burke. But the Legislature of 1784 went still further by making
a grant of‘JlMNM aeres of land, with which to endow a college or seminary
of learning. This was the germinal inspiration of our State University
at Athens originally known as Franklin College. The land thus granted
by« Mate Legislature was located in the two newly ereated connties,

viz.,, Washington and Franklin; and the proceeds arising from its sale
.fs‘uw:;c to be utilized in the erection of buildings and in the purchase of

o~
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needed equipment.  But further discussion of this subject is reserved
for a subsequent chapter,

In 1785 Samuel Elbert became governor; and in 1786 Edward Tel-
fair was again called to thé helm of affairs.

With the return of peace, Savannah had once more become the seat
of government ; but the spread of Georgia's population toward the foot-

hills necessitated a change of loeation. There were no good reads in |

those days and since traveling in stage coach or on horse-back ‘was nec-
essarily slow, settlers in the newly acquired lands were reluctant to
make so long and hazardous a journey. During the Revolution the scat
of government had twice been shifted to Augusta, and in the summer
of 1753 the Legislature had again met in that town, which, for temporary
purposes at least. seemed to offer a convenient site, and accordingly, in
1756, the capital of the state was transferred to Augusta, where it re-
mained continuousty until 1796.  Meanwhile. however, the Legislature
of 1756 appointes] commissioners to locate a permanent site for the
state capital. It was to be located within twenty miles of Galphin's
Old Tewn and yas to be called Louisville.  The commission appointed
by Governor 'l'c-hmr to locate a site was as follows: Nathan Brownson,
William Few and Hugh Lawson. «Ten years elapsed before this com-
mission finally completed its work. '

While Samuel Elbert was governor in 1785 an old boundary line
dispute between Georgia and South Carolina reached an eruptive state
South Carolina contended that Georgia's northern boundary line should
be run from the mouth of the Tugalo River, whemeas Georgia contended
that her northern boundary line should run from the mouth of the
‘Keowee.  To inerease the irritation produced by this issue, Seuth Caro®
line again claimed all the lands in Georgia to the south of the Altamaha
River” She finally appealed the matter for settlement to the Conti-
nental Congress, wiich body, in 1785, selected a court to hear both sides;
but the two states in the meantime, having agreed to adjust the matter
amicably, a conference was held at Beaufort, South (‘arolina, in 1757, at
which time the Tugalo River was accepted hy both states as thé main
stream of the Savannah River; and accordingly it was from the wouth
of the Tugalo that Georgia’s northern boundary line should be drawn.
When the line was finally surveyed, it was, found that a strip of terri-
tory twelve miles. wide, extending westward to the Mississippi River
helonged to South Carolina, but sinee this strip was of no practical
value to that state, it was deeded by South Carolina to the Federal
Government, by which it was deeded back to Georgia in 1802, As a re-
sult of the Beaufort conference, South Carolina also agreed to relinguish
her elaims to the region of country lying between Darien and St. Marys.®

On November 19, 1786, Gen. Nathanael Greene died at Mulberry
Grove as the result of a sunstroke. The illustrious spldier had been a
resident of Georgia for only two years. At the time the Legislature of
this state conferred the Graham plantation upon General Greene, North
“Carolina voted him 25,000 acres of land on Duck River and South Caro-
line gave him an estate valued at £10,000 sterling on Edisto River. Ie
chose to establish his residence at Mulberry Grove, even in preference

o

* ““Crawford and Marbury’s Digest,*’ p& 662567,
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to the home of his birth irr Rhode Island; and, on October 14, 1755, he
left for Georgia, to become one of her honored uml beloved citizens.

Regarding his hf:- at Mulberry_Grove, one of s biographers, Wil
liam Johnson, says:* *Ilis time hh allug--lhur devoted to the educa
tion of a charming family, the' ulltnntlon of Imjxnl and ghe paternal
care of his slaves. The interyals of his moréserious employments were
agrecably filled by a select library and by & spirited corgespondence
with his numerous fricnds, as well in Europe as iy Americd; and he
resigned himlf, without reserve, to the enjoyments of his tireside and
to the interchange of civilities with his numerous and wealthy neigh-
bors.””  In November, soon after his arrival, he wriu'-s:i “We found
the house, situation, and out-buildings, more convenient and pleasing
than we expeeted. The prospect is delightful, and the house magnifi-
cent. We have a coach-house, with stables, a large out-kitchen, and a
poultrs house nearly fifty feet long by l\\cnt;. wide, parted for differ
ent kinds of poultry, with a pigson-house on the top, which will contain
not less than a thousand plgtous Besides these, there is & fine smoke-
house.  The gurdvn is in ruins, but there are still a varviety of Shirubs,
and fowers in it.”

Again, in the month of April fullo\nng General Greene writes:
““This is the busy seassn with us. We are-planting. We have upw .mls
of sixty acres of corn and expect to have one hundred and thirty of
rice.  The garden is delightful. The fruit-trees and flowering shrubs
form a pleasing variety. We have green peas almost fit to cat, and as
fine lettuce as ever you saw. The mocking. birds surround us evening
and murnmg The weather is mild and the vegetable kingdom progress-
ing to perfection. We have in the same orchard apples, pears, peaches,

apricots, nectarines, plums of? different kinds, pomegranates, and

oranges. And we have strawberries which measure three inches ~ound.
All these are clever, but the want of our friends to enjoy them with us,
makes them less interesting.”” General Greene was destined never to
see the fruit then blossoming at Mulberry Grove.

On Monday, June 12, 1786, General Greene's presence was required
at Suvannah. He made the journcy, accompanied by his wife, and vis-
ited the home of Maj. Nathaniel Pendleton, one of his aides during the
war; and here, under the roof of his old friend, they passed the night.
On the next morning they started early for home, intending to spend -
the day at the house of Mr. William Gibbons. They arrived at the
latter’s plantation early in the forenoon and, after breakfast. the gentle-
men walked into the rice-field together, to view the progress of the crop,
in which General Greene was much interested. The sun was intensely
hot, but General Greene had heen too long a soldicr to fear anyadanger
from the warm southern sun. On the way home, in the evening, he
complained of a severe pain in the head. It grew worse, and hy Thurs.
day his forehead was very.much inflamed and swollen. Maujor Pendle-
ton fortunately arrived on a visit, and, his apprehensions aroused by

* Y Johnson’s Life of Nathanael Greene,'' Vol. IT, [RETE R E A

$¢“The Remains of Major-General Nathanael Greene, a Report orf the Special
Committee of the General Ascembly of Rhode Island, ete,' P 79, Providence,
Island, 1003.
Ibid, p. 79.
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an ohvious depression of spirits on the part of Lis old commander, who
seemed loath to join in the conversation, he urged him to consult a
doctor.  On the next morning the physician arrived, took a little blood
and adwministered some ordinary preseription, but the inflimmation
inereasing another physician was called into consultation.  The discase,
having now assumed an alarmiog aspeet, it was decided to blister the
h-mpirs and to let the blood freely: but it was too late: the head had
swollen greatly: and the patient lapsed into o total stupor. from-which
he never revived.  Early on the morning of Monday, November 19,
1756, he died,

Gen. Anthony Wayne, whose plantation was not far distant. hearing
of the illness of his friend, hastened to his bedside, and was with him
s Jackson, he
naculate as a

v addressed to Maj. Ja

when the end came. Ina le
said s He was great as a soldier, greater as a citizen,
frienwd. This corpse will he at Major Pendleton’s this night, the funeral
from thenee in the gvening. The greatest honors of war are due his re-
mains. You, as a soldier, will take the proper order on this melancholy
affair Rardon this serawl: my feelings are too much affected because
I have seen a grvh amd a good man die.”” When the news reached
Savannah, it produced overwhelming sorrow.  Preparations were hastily
made to do full honor to the memory of the distinguished mfAn and to
surround the obsequies with the dignity hefitting his higly/ rank and
character. On Tuesday, the day after his death, the remaing were taken
by water to Savannah, thenee to the home of Major Pendleton. which
stood on Bay Street, next to the corner of Barnard Street} and close to
the water’s edee. In front of this house the militia, reprgsentatives of
v of the Cinecinnali. and many
veud the by, Flags in the har-

the municipality, members of the Soci
persons in private and official Tife, rec
hor were lowered to half-mast, the shops and stores in town were closed,
and labor of every kid was suspended. At about 5 o'clock in the after-
noon, the funeral procession started from the Pendleton house to the
belonging to Christ Chuareh. the artillery in Fori

Colonial Ceme
Wavne firing nnuuh- -guns as the Inng lines advaneed : the hand plaging
the solemn * Dead Mareh in Saul.” i

On reaching the Whrial ground. where a vault had been opened, the
regiment filedl to right and left, resting on urnm until she funeral drain
lad passed to the tomh.” Then the Hon \\Q am Stevens, judge of the
Superior Court of Chatham County and Grand Saster of the Masons,
took hiis place at the head of the coffin, sinee there were no elergymen in
the town at this time, and, with teemulons voiee, read the funeral serviee
of the Chureh of England.  The® the body was.placed in the vault:
the files elosed, with three general discharges: the artillery fired thirteen
rounds. and, with trailed arms, all slowly and silently withdrew, Al
thongh so large a number of people attended the funeral obsequies
and participated in the deep grief which followed the death of this
distingnished man, the place of his burial, due to a singular combina-
tion of cirenmstances, beeame in a little more than thirty years unknown
to the local anthorities and remained for over a century an unsolvil
enigma. )

On February 3, 1786, a new county was organized out of lands taken
from Washington, and in honor of Gen. lgjuhunm-l (Gireene, of the Revo-
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lution, was called Greene. Most of its early settlers were veterans of
the war for independence. )
There was held in- Annapolis, Maryland, in 148(’ a conference out
of which grew the call for a Lon\'entloNQ organize a more stable govern-
ment. The Articles of Confederation had hllvd to myet the ngeds of the
nation.  As independent sovermgutlca. cuch of-the origi lllil'lt't'n
states was jealous of its own individual rights and powers: .nu‘ \\nh no
cohesive foree to unite them the nation was in mmunc\l peril, llpl only
from foes withegt but from dissensions within.  The Continental Con-
gress was wholly powerless to deal with this awkward situation and was
soon to be superseded by a new form of goyernment. But the details of
this change are reserved for a subsequent clmpiu Georgia, from first
to last, was represented in the. Continental Congress by the following
delegates ; Archibald Bulloch, 17751776 ; Lyman Hall, 17751777 John
Houstotin, 1775-1777: Noble Wymberley Jones, 1775-1776. 1751-1783;
John J. Zubly, 1775-1776 ; Button Gwinnett, 1776-1777; George Walton,
1776-1779, 1780-1781; Nathan- Brownson, 1776-1778; Edwand Lang-
worthy, 1777-¥779; Edward Telfair, 1777-1779, 1780-1783; Joseph Woad,
1777-1779 Joseph Clay, 1778-1780; Willigm Few, 1780-1782, 1785-1788

\f

Richard llowlc)",-\‘li'ﬁll-lml. William Gibbons, 1784-1786: William .

Houstoun, 1784-1787: Abrabam Baldwin, 1785-1785: John Habersham,
17851786 ; and William Fieree, 1786-1787.¢

Mt Luekry Grove: THE GENERAL GREENE EsSTATE WHEKE THE Cottox (GIN Was
INvEnTED,— Fourtgen miles ahove Savannah, on the south side of the river, stood the
diguitied ol mansion of Gen. Nathanael Greene, surrounded by 2,170 acres of the
best river bottom land in Georgin, Besides recalling the illustrious soldier. who
runks second only to Washington, the Mulberry Grove Pluntation was the seene of
Eli Whitney s great invention: the cotton gin. This was formerly the home of
the royal lieutenant-governor, John Griham; bt having been forfeited to the
Stute of Georgia, it was given to General Greene in appreciation of his sor.ices,
in expelling the British invader from Georgia soil.* The ostate was one of the
finest in the neighborhood of Savannah, a statement sufliciently attested by the
fact that the licutenant-governor sought to recover the sum of £30.000 ~h-‘r|mu‘

by way of indemmification.  President Washington, on his visit to Georgin, in
1791, stopped at Mulberry Grove to pay his respects to the widow Greene,

The dwelling remained in an exeellent state of preservation until recent vears,
when it was partially wrecked by a storm, after which it was not relaolt, The
site formerly occupied by the obl homestead is now the property of Mr. Van R
Winckler——*“Georgia’s Landmarks, Memorials and Legends,”' L. L. Knight, Vol I,

GEORGIA'S OLDEST SURVIVING NEwsparek.—To the City of Augusta Lelongs the
credit of possessing the oldest newspaper in Georgia: the Chronicle and Constitutionsl
ist. It is the outgrowth of two very early sheets which were years ago combined: the
Chronicle, founded in 1785, and the Constitutiomalist, founded in 1799 Muark of
che histery of Georgia hus been reflected in the columns of this time honore! porirnald,
and in those of the papers which united to form it; nor is it invidious to wa¥ that
few organs of public opinion in the South have been 80 dominant in shaping plat-
forms and policies. The old Chronicle itself was formerly a vompound. Back in
the '40s sometime, its owners purchased the Sentinel, a paper edited by Jdndge
Longstreet, whos¢ pen could be trenchant and canstic as wel] as playfully humorous,
It was the era of polemics; and bitter beyond anything known to recent years
were the ~crimonious controversies of ante-hellum days. The olive branch  was
unknown. “uiiish words almost invariably ended in personal  encounters, and
quarrels over trifles were frequently adjourned to the field of honor; but the fear
-

'“ﬂ‘g,\(‘nng. Directory, 1774-1911,"" p. 26.
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of blowished operated as no deterrent to men of Cavalier antecedants.—*‘Georgia's
Landmarks, Memorinls and Legends,”” L. L. Knight, Vol. L.

Gesnin's OLDEST MILTARY ORGANIZATION.—On May 1, 1786, before the adop
tion of the Federal Constitution, the martial enthusinsm of Savannah asserted itself
i the crgamzation of the oldest military company in Georgia: the Chatham Artillery;
ancd the mitial appearance of the newly organized command was made some few days
later at the funeral obsequied of the illustrious soldier, Maj-Gen. Nathanael Greene.
On Independence Day following the company participated in the patriotic exercises;
and, attired in tull uniform, lent picturesque and dramatic interest™to. the occasion.
Amony the original members were several veterans of the Revolution; but, even in tho
fares of the youthful members, there glowed the defiant and intrepid spirit of *

Capt, Edward Lloyd, a one arme| Hmoluuomr) soldier, was the first rommundnnt
'I‘ho visit of President Washington to Georgia, in 1791, marked another important
event in e Dife of the Chatham Artillery; and, so impressed was the nation's
cliet masteate with the splendid appearance of the organization that, wheu he
returned to Philadelphia he ordered two handsome bronze field pieces to be forwarded
to the Chathum Artullery with the compiiments of the President of the United States.
These proved to be six-pounders, Loth of which were trophies of war captured from

the Hritish; a’d, on one of them was inscribed these words: “Su‘rren-lered at the'

capitulation of York Town, October nineteenth, 1751, Honi soit qui mal y pense—
GRRST It w rast in 1756 during the reign of George I1; and, besides the inserip-
the stamp of the imperial crown. Though no longet used in actual

tion, 1t lore
service the * Washington Guns'' age still treasured among the most precious keep-
sakes anfnementoes of the ancient organization. The Chatham Artillery participated
in the War of 1512 wnd in the war Letween the states,  When hostilities with Mexico
began in 1805 the services of the company were offered to the United States Govern-
ment hut they were not needed.

Durinyg the first week of May, 1586, the contennial jubilee of the Chatham Artillery
was celebrated. Visiting companies from various states of the Union enjoyed the
lavish hospitality of Savaunah; fetes and tournaments were held in eompliment to
the city's distinguished guests; and round after ronnd of merriment impartgd an
endless charm of variety to the historic festival. Serious business of every kind
was suspended. Ol solidiers held reunions; the hatchet was buried; and both the
blue and the gray met in fraternal converse around the same cump-fires. It will
ever be asourccof the keenest satisfaction to the people of Savannah that they were
privileged to entertain at this time the great leader of the lost cause. He was then
an ol mun, near the end of his long life of four score years; and it marked one of
the very few oceasions, after the war, when the recluse of Beauvoir cconsented to
appear i |u|.ln With him was Winnie, the beloved and only ‘*Daughter of the
Confederney,”" whose birth in the White House at Richmond, during the last year
of the war, gave her this |-e-ulmr and exelusive title of honor.— "(-eorgm s Land-
marks Memorials and Legends, "' L. L. l\mxw‘ Vol 1.

GEORGIATS (LDEST ORGANIZATION OF (A\xv.\un'.-,—lr.mulmns of the brave deeds of
men like Screven and Stewart and MecIntosh, the sons of these men and of those
who fought with them, met together and organized—either in 1791 or in 1792-—the
Literty Independent Troop. It survives to the present day—the oldest cavalry
organization in Georgia.  With“the single exception of the Chatham Artillery, it is
the oldest military organization of any kind: a distinetion of which the county may
well be prond. In the various state tournaments which have been held from time
to tiee, the Liberty Independent Troop has seldom failed to win the trophies. Its
record in this respect is ph L In 1845 ther compauny was organized in
the wpper part of the county, viz., the Liberty Guards, an organization which likewise
exists today. To quote Doctor Stacy: *‘ These companies have never failed to make
the offer of their services when needed by their country, and they have won laurels on
every knighted field."—*“Georgia's Landmarks, 'Memorials and Legends,’’ L. L.
Knight, Vol. T.

* CHAPTER VIII

- TEHE OcoNee WarR—Grows Our or CERTAIN INDIAN TREATIES .\’t;i,'g-

TIATED BY THE STATE WitHOUT CONSULTING THE GENERAL GOVERN-
MENT—UNDER THE LEADERSHIP 0F ALEXANDER ‘MCGILLIVRAY, AN
ArTrur, HALP-Breep CHier oF THE CreEks, THESE TREATIES Are
“REPUDIATED—]INDIAN DEPREDATIONS ON THE BORDER—THE CONTI-
NENTAL CONGRESS INVALDATES Two oF THE GEORGIA TREATI
GALPHINTON AND SHOULDER-BONE—DESULTORY WARFARE CONTINUE
UNTIL WASHINGTON BECOMES PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES —
Tue TREaTY oF NEW YORK—INDIANS GUARANTEED POSSESSION OF
CERTAIN. Laxps, INCLUDING THE TALLASSEES STRIP—THIS ANGERS
GEORGIA AND BECOMES A SOURCE OF PROLONGED IRRITATION—U NREPRE-
SENTED AT THE CONFERENCE IN NEW YORE—THE WiaR CONTINUES —
Bur THE DEATH OF McGILLIVRAY AT LENGTH Brincs HOSTILITIES TO
AN END—THE TrEATY OF COLERAINE IN 1795 RESTORES AN OLp
Friexpsaip, THouGgH No Lanps ARe CEDED—THE MoORAVIAN Mission
AT SPRING PLACE 1IN THE CoHUTTA MOUNTAINS,

&

Notes :—THE BATTLE oF Jack’s CREEK.

We have reserved for the concluding chapter of this section an account
of the Oconee war. Both of the treaties made at Augusta, in 1783, the one
with the Creeks and the other with the Cherokees, were made without
consulting the general government which, under the Articles of Confed-
eration, was given jurisdiction over Indian affairs. The Continental
Congress of 1785, therefore, dispatched commissioners to these tribes,
with instructions to make definite peace and, if possible, to obtain further
cessions. The state also appointed commissioners to attend these ne
tiations and to protest any measure which might seem to exceed the prm‘
conferred by the Articles of Confederation.® In due time, the (m-k.s
were invited to a conference at Galphinton, but only a smull delega-
tion responded to this overture. The commgssioners of the general
government refused to negotiate a treaty under these circum-
stances and left for Hopewell, South Carolina, to keep an engagement
with the Cherokees. But the Georgians, seizing the strategic opportunity,
made a treaty with the chiefs on the spot, obtaining from them a cession
in the name of the whole Creek Nation, to the region south of the Alta-
maha River, called Tallassee.t.  According to the treaty of Galphin-
tor.. . line drawn from the confluence of the Oconce and Ocmulgee

‘rivers ““to the most southern part of the stream called the St Marys

- ‘*Georgia and State Rights,®
fIhid,, p. 40.
Vol T—22
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river.,”” was declured to be the rightful boundary line between the
Indians and the whites.  This treaty was formally signed on Novem-
ber 12, 1755, Georgia's two.commissioners who negotiated it were:
John Twiges and Elijah Clarke.®

Ou November 3, 1786, at Shoulder-bone, in what is now the County of
Haneock, a treaty was negotiated by Georgia commissioners, with a small
dele gatiun of Crecks, who assumed  to act for the whole uulum under
the terms of which agreement the Creek titles to all lands #ast of the
Oconee were extinguished. On the part of the state, this instrument was
witnessed by the following commissioners:  John Habersham, Abraham
Ravot, J. Clements, James U'.\'o-if,'.lohn King, James Powell, Ferdinand
O’Neil and Jared Irwin. On the part of the Creeks it was signed by fifty-
nine chiefs, head-men and warriors.

To these treaties, a large element of the Crecks were hostile claiming
that. in each instance, the commissioners of Georgia had negotiated with a
mere handful %f chiefs who represented only a minority sentiment among
the tribes to whom these ceded lands belonged.  Moreover, II was claimed
by‘ih-. (‘recls with sound logie that hoth of these treaties were null and
void, having been negotiated by the State of Georgia, when the treaty
making power was vested in the Continental Congress.  Ilad there been
a strong central government at this time, the treaties in question would
undoubtedly have heen abrogated and the Oconee war, with its train of
horrors, would have been happily averted.

The commanding spirit among the hostile Creeks at this time was an
Indian half-breed named Alexander MeGillivray, an artful leader to
whose Indian eraft was added a lot of Scoteh shrewdness. I)urinwhn‘
colonial period. his father, Lachlan MeGillivray. had made his appear-
aneein the Creek Nation as a trader, and had married an Indian princess,
from which ugion Alexander MeGillivray had sprang.

Metillivray was a man of decided gifts, of a somewhat delicate mold,
well-educated for one whose life was to be spent in a wilderness, among
suvage tribes.  He was ambitious.to shape the destiny of his people, but
if some of his eritics are not nnduly biased. he was destitute of any great
amount of physical courage and was careful always to keep his person-
ality in the background, while directing the hostile movemgnts of his
dusky warriors. T resist these treat? #Fhe fired the whole Creck Nation.

On investigation. the Continental (bngress declared the treaties made
at Galphinton and Shoulder-bone illegal ; but it possessed no strong arm
of authority with which to overrule the people of Georgia. “Consequently
the Crecks. finding themselves without recourse, began to make raids
upon the white settlements and to convert the disputed border into a sav-
age inferno, red alike with the blood of slaughtered victims and with the
fire of burning habitations. This long protracted series of bloody incur-
sions upon the white settlements has sometimes beeil ealled the Creek war,
hut to distinguish it from other troublous affairs with these Indians it is
perhaps best to call it the Oconee war.  Despite the incessant bloodshed
and havoe which followed. settlers at imminent peril to life continued to
move over into these disputed lands, east of the Oconee, where they lived

*“*Marbury and Crawford’s Digest, 'D‘r/eit_\' of Galphinton,' pp. 607.608.
t+*Marbury and Crawford's Digest, Treaty of Shoulder-hone,’" pp. 619-621.
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in log huts erected at intervals along the river.  Desultory warfare is
always most vexations. Without decisive results. it makes existence o
nightmare of uncertainty and preyents any.stttled conditions or habits
of life. When a new central goveriiment was formed wigh Washington
at its head, the promise of a speedy w.s?hulil‘mjﬁ hostilit®s was oftered,
sinee authority in the realut of Indian affairs was then traustfertod to the
Federal Government, with full power to act.  But tg(‘ro waknoinmedits
solutioy for this vexed problem.  Washington wast inclined to.approve
Georgia's eBntention. but his characteristic caution. re-enforecd hy ade-
sire to be absolutely just, caused him to send a confidential agent to M.
Gillivray, with a message inviting hini* to a conference in New York. .
This invitation was aceepted : and on August 7, 1790, a compaet known
as the Treaty of New York was signed. Under this instrument the Crecks
agreed for a monetary consideration to confirm the treaty at Shoulder-
bone,.ceding all lands to the east of the Ocenee, hut refused to recognize
the treaty of Galphinton and wnsisted upion inserting in the new compa
an ‘article, reserving the Tallassee conntry to. the Creck nation—Jgre
over, the Indians were guaranteed pnssu-uion of all remaining lands.*
Here we de something entirely new. Nor was Grorgia prepared
quietly to aumws( e _in any such perpetual guaranfee of titles to savage
tribes dpon her soil.  Says Mr. Phillips: t **The Georgians at onee at-
tacked this article as an unwarranted streteh of the Federal power.
James Jackson declared in Congress that the treaty was spreading alarm
among the ‘people of Georgia, and complained that it ceded away a great
region which was guaranteed to the State by the Federal Constitution.
The State Legislature adopted a remonstrance. in which the fear wvas
expressed that the giving of sugh a guarantee by the eentral government
would lead to the conclusion that sovereignty over such lands belonged to
the United States: whereas said sovercignty appertained solely to the
State of Georgia, not having been granted to the Union by any compaet
whatsoever.  The discord over the unoceupied lands was due to oppos-
ing conceptions of the statas of the Indian tribes. The theory of the co-
lonial governments had been that these tribes were independent conmn-
nities with the rights and powers of sovereign nations.  But publie
opinion was beginning to revert to the original European coneeption that
the relations of the tribes to civilized nations were merely those of des
pendent communities without sovere ignty and without any right to th

-soil but that of tenants at will.  The reorganization of the Government in

1789 brought no change of Indian policy so far as concerned the ventral
authoritics.  Ou the other hand, the State governments were srowing
moce positive in their own views. * ° ® The frontier selle s did not
stop with coldly disapproving the treaty. They hotly declared that they
would permit no line to be marked out as a permanent houndar v hetween
Georgia and the Creek lands denied to her.  Further trouhle was mid:
by a party of the Creeks dominated by Spanish influence.  Frantier dep-
redations began again and continued spasmodically for several vears.
The ( orgians became highly incensed at the Indian ontrages, the more
80 hecause of the impossibility of deciding where retaliation shonld be

- Marbury and Crawford’s Digest, Treaty of New York.'" pp. 621.623,
| "(‘mrgln and State Kights,"" U. B, Phillips, pp.,48.43.
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made. A large number of the Creeks were known to be friendly, but
exact knowledge of the attitude of each village could not be obtained.’”

Georgia was not represented at the New York conference, to which
treatment she was inclined to demur. Gen. Elijah Clark, of Revolution-
ary fame, resented so strongly this guarantee to the Indians that he
illegally crossed the Oconee and sought to establish a settlement, but was
foreed to desist by the state authorities.® .

Sinee the Tallassee country still remained a bone ‘of contention, the
tlames of war soon burst forth anew. Marauding expeditions against the
white settlements inereased in number to such an extent that Governor
Telfair. then oceupying the executive chair, proposed a chain of block
houses reaching from Florida to Nocth Carolina as a necessary means
of definse to insure -the safety of white settlers.  Gen. John Twiggs,
at the head of a militia foree, 700 strong, was dispatched against the
Crecks, but failure of supplies made the expedition abortive.  Wash-
ington’swvas urged to intervene: but he opposed a nytional declaration of
war against the Crecks many of whom were anxious for peace.  Besides,
such % course was more than likely to stir up strife among the Cherokees
and bring on trouble with Spain.

But the death of Mexander MeGillivray, in February, 1793, cansed an
unexpeeted rift in the clouds which had long drooped heavily over the
white settlements. The Creeks became disorganized. James Secagrove,
an [udian agent, sepresenting the United States Government, took up his
residence in Georgia for the purpose of tranquilizing conditions.  He sue-
ceeded in bringing about a friendly interview between Governor Mathews
and a delegation of Creek chiefs, all of which may have hml&s effect in
causing the Legislature to approach the Federal Government on the sub-
Jeet of treaty negotiations.

On.June 250 1795, Washington appointed three commissioners to
treat with the Creek Indians, in the hope of a satisfactory Settlement.
These commissioners were: Benjamin Hawkins, George Clymer and
Andrew RBickens.t  Coleraine, an Indian post, on the St Mary’s River.
forty-five miles above St. Mary's, afterwards the site of | Fort Pickering,
was selected as the place for this important conference; and here, on
June 29, 1796, a treaty of peace and friendship between the President
of the United States and the Cp&¢k Nation of Indians was negotiated.

This solemn doeument was signed hy numerons kings, head-men and
warriors of the Creck Nation and by all the commissioners representing
the Federal Government.  There were commissioners present from Geor-
gia, but they took ne formal part in these proceedings. As soon as all
was over, they protested in a formal manner against certain items. It
was merely as onlookers delegated to keep a watehful eye upon the
state’s interests that they were present at these negotiations: but they
typified a sentiment which was steadily gréwing more and more power-
ful in Georgia, a sentiment partial to extreme State Rights. Georgia's
conservatism in the Federal Convention of 1787 was pronounced, as we
shall see in a sueeeeding chapter. © She needed the pfotection which
only a strong central Government could give to her exposed borders.

* Seo Chapter 5, Section 111, / v
*Marbury and Crawford s Dln(‘ﬁ! Treaty of Coleraine,”” pp. 632-637.
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But to be ignored entirely by the Federal authoritics in negotiations
which vitally affected her welfarz and to be forced<into accepting
guarantees offensive to her sovereignty, under which guarantees Indian
titles to her soil had bmn\gkmrmell thiese were well.calenlated to arouse
her consciousness of, mdupvmh-ul stn(:)good and, to transter her alie- |
giance from Federalism to l)nmdtrm‘ y ,“

Under the Treat¥ of Coleraine no lands were eeded, frat the Treaty of
New York was ratified, leaving the beautiful 'I'Alussu lands still in
possession of thé Creeks. Only a part of Mhis territery was ceded in
1502, and it was not until after the War of 1812 that Georgia finally
obtained undisputed possessioni of all these lands to the south and west
of the Altamaha River. » -

Put while the state was thus embroiled in constant warfare, with th-
Crecks a far happier picture invites our gaze as‘we conclude this chapter
with 2 seene enacted in the peaceful land of the Cherokees. Spring
Place, the county seat of Murray, is associated with the early efforts of
a quaint religious sect ‘o evangelize the children of the forest. Heye, in
the beautiful heart of the Cohutta Mountains, in ISOINJImens
established a mission and began to labor for the spiritual uplift of th
Chergkee Indians.  Commissioned by the Society of United Brethren,
Rev. ‘.\bmhnm Sterm, first penetrated the® wilds of this mountain re-
azion during the latter part of the eighteenth century: and, though he
pressed the matter with great vigor in the couneil of the nation, he
was refused.  On a similar errand, in 1800, he failed again; but David
Vann, an influential chief of mixed blood, agrezd to help him this time,
and land was given him on whick to start his experiment. In the course
of time, opposition on the part of the other chiefs was withdrawn, and
the mission began to prosper. Many of the Cherokees were eventually
baptized and brought into the church. There was a manual school
opened in connection with the mission at Spring Place. The firsc wagon
huilt by the pupils was given to the chief who contributed the land to
the mission.  But hie was severely eriticized by his tribe for accepting
this present. The objection was: “*If we have wagons, there must he
wagon roads: and if wagon roads, the whites will soon e among us.”’
Another mission was established in 1821 at Oothealoga. Both were in
a flourishing condition, when removed to the West at the time of the
deportation.  The Cherokee Indians loved the gentl: \loruvm by
whom they were never deceived or defranded. v g 5

THE BATTiE 0F JACK'S CrEFK.—On September 21 , 1787, there was fought in a
thick cane brake, near the site of the present Town of _\lunrov, a famous engagement
between a party of Creek Indians and a band of pioneer settlors, The principal
actors in the drama, on the side of the whiter were distinguisbied veterang of the
Ttevolution, one of whom afterwards became governor of the state. The attack upon
the eneiny was made in three divisions. Gen. Elijah Clarke, the illustrious old hero
of Kettle Creek, commanded the center; his son, Mai. John Clarke, led the left
wing: while Col. John Freeman commanided the right. The story is best told iu the
language of the elder (larke, Says he, in his report of the battle, dated Long Cane,
"k-[-tmnlmr 24, 1787: ‘T bad certain information that a man was killed on the
17th of this month by a party of six or seven Indians and that on the day bhefore,
Colonel Barber, with a small party was waylaid by fifty or sixty Indians and wounded
and three of his party killed. This determined me to raise what men I could in 'Im
course of twonty four hours and march with them to protect the frontiers; in which
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space of time | collected 160 men, chiefly volunteers, and proceeded to the place
where Colonel Barber had been attacked. There I found the bodies of the three
men mentioned above, mangled in a shocking manser, and after burying them [
procecded on the trail of the murderers as far as the south fork of the Ocmulgee
where, finding that I"bad no chance of overtaking them, 1 left it and went up the
river till T met with o fresh trail of Indians, coming toward our frontier settlement.®
[ immediately turned and followed the trail until the morning of the 21st, between
i and 12 o 'clodk, when | came up with them,  They bad just crossed a branch u'nlle-l.
Juack’s Creck, through a thick crane brake, and were encamped and cooking upon an
cuunence. My foree then consisted of 130 men, 30 having been sent back on account
of horses being tired or stolen. T drew up my men in three divisions: .the right
rommanded by Colonel Freeman, the left by Major Clarke, and the middle by myself.
Colonel Freeman and Major Clarke were ordered to surround and charge the Indians,
which they did with such dexterity and spirit that they immediately drove them from
the curampment into the cane brake, where, finding it impossible for them to escape,
they obstinately returned our fire until half past four o'vlock, when they ceased,
except now and then a shot, During the latter part of the action, they seized every
oppertumity of escaping in small parties, leaving the rest to shift for themselves: '’
White states that in this engagement there were not less than %00 Indians. They
whre commanded by Alexander MeGilliveay, a famous half -breed. ’

Col. Absalom H. Chappell, in discussing General Clarke's account of the battle,
jikes this comment. Says he: “*It is striking to read his report of this battle to
Gov. Mathews.  No mention ix made in it of his having a son in the battle, thoush
with @ just paternal pride, commipgled with a proper delicacy, he emphasizes together
the gallant conduct of Colonel Freeman and Major Clarke, and haptizes the hitherto
nameless stream on which the battle was fought, by simply saying that it was called
Jack's Creek-—a name then but justly bestowed by admiring comrades in arms in
compliment to the General’s youthful som on this occasion. Leag after the youth
had ceased to be young and the frosts of winter had gathered upon his warlike and
lofty brow, thousands and thousands of Georgians used still to repeat the name of
Jack Clarke, without prefix of either Governor or General and to remember him
too as the hero of the well fought battle of Jack's Creck.” ' —** Gegegia 's Landmarks,
Memorials and Legends,'' L. L. Knight, Vol. I.
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