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GUE.S.T (GU‘ESS) FANH.Y com-os*-m

The following coat-ofearns was in the posSGSSion of John Guﬁst, ancestor of lord Wing
borne, born in 1522, England; but ‘migrated to Wales. It is offisially.registered in
Burke's Encvclopaedia of . Heraldiy.This shield 1s one of the mogt sncient and frequen
recurrent of the numerous costg=of=grms of the British family of) Guegt, from which tl
American familieg of the name-trace thelr descent.

= Azure, on a chevron or, betueen three swan's heads. eraead properP as many cposs
T moline sable.

Crest: A swan's head erased proper, gorged with s collar; or, and underneath-chs
with a eross moline (as in the arms), betwsen two ostrich feathers of go.

" In non-technical terms, this description states that on a blue (azwre) tinted shield
field) appears & gold-colored chevron and upon this chevron is placed or "charged® 1
black crosses moline. Three swan's heads of natural color alsc appear on the shield
~ tween the chevron. The crest which rests on the twisted wreath or torse (abgfp the
helmet) consists of a swan's head of natural color-~agalin erased, or as though torn 1
fully from the body (the seme as-the swanls heads on the ghisid). This swan's head !
. collared (gorged) with a gold collar, and underneath it appears ancther black Cross-I
This crest 1s placed between two ostrich feathers tinted goldu :

All the Guests in America who have proved-that they are in line of direct descent fir¢
the patriarch of the ancient”Guest famidy in England, to whom this coab=of-arms was ¢
inally granted, are entitled te posess and display the armorisl bedring which isg desc
on page one.

COLOR SIGNIFICATIONS:

In Heraldry, colors were representative of the persopal characteristics of the origir
bearer of the armg, and these colors wers granted by the King to this particulaL Brit
__houge of Guest only on marit. e

Blue (Azure): According to Guillim, the mogt encient authority on Heraldry,
: the color blus denoted loyalty and truth, as well as gigilance,
perseverance; and justice.

Gold (Or)s The color which symbolized wealth and generosity, as well as
. intellectual achievenment (elevation of mind.)

Black (Seble): This was elways the fur~lining of royal robes, and signifies
constancy -and nobility.

THE SYMBOLOGY - ~ CHARAGTER MEANINGS: e i

There is always a very definite meaning for each symbol, honoring some achievement; ¢
Characteristic, or profession of the original besrer of the arms. Thus & coat of arr
is-to.us-in Ameries; -a pictorial-history of the characteristics and accomplishments o
our ancestors. Every f1gure and coloy on this coat—of-arms, méans an honor won by an

ancestor of the Guests

The chevrons Is one of .the nine so-cdlled YHororable Ordinarieg'--that is, one o
the first symbols uged to identify men encaged in armour. It is pr
bably the ordinary of most frequent ocourrence in British es well a
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French armoury. The term 15 derived from the French word ghevron,
meaning & rafter, and the herallc chevron ig the same shape. as a gabla"
rafter: " I¥ is usually found between three charges. The chévron;. "like=
ened unto the:roof ‘of a house" 1ls emblematical of protection of the '
defenseless; and hospitality. On the Guest Arms, the hospltality sig=
‘nification 13 obviously correlated with the intrinsic meaning of the
surnsme Guest. Catiting, or “singlng out the. family name™ through pun=_:
‘ning, ie very. frequently used -in Heraldry. = The Chevron has also been
* granted to those 'who have built churches and fortresses, or who have -
achieved soie notable enterprise; and was often granted to ambassadora;wp
-and eminent-gtatesmen as a reward for protection {as under-a roof) which =
they gave thelr King and country.

ancestry—mand was the emblem of suffering, sacrifice, and sorrow. It

is "the express badge of the Christisn, and signifies unto us tribulg-
tion end affliction®. It is but one of the 290 different forms o

eross appearing in Heraldry, '

A part of a symbol has the same significetion as the whole. Thus a
swan's head is as the swan. And the swan ig the "ensigh of poets and
. the hieroglyphic of a musical person" in Hsraldry. U4 lover of poetry
»# and haymony, and learnsd person'. A gwan's head, therefore, denotes
that postic abillty was a noted characteristic of the olden house of

Guegte

PN Ogtrich Plumegs All feathers and plumes are emblematical ef willing obedience and sere-
- o nity. %No force alters their fashion" that is "the fold or fall of ‘the
feathers recovers ltself after being ruffled by the wind"., Ostrich
plumes were granted only to mem of high military rank, for their dex-

~ terity in command. Any symbel placed between OStrich plumes (as in the
- . - Guest crest)- denotes that it is held in deep reverence, because of

soms definetely outstanding characteristic. Thus, here again postie
ability is emphasised, as well as the*participation in the Wars of ths
Crusades (note “the Cross Moline in the Crest).

Mantling: This is the feathery~like scroll work which surrounds the shield. It
represents the cloak worn by the knight over his suit of armor, and
was to protect him from extremes of tempersture. Encased as he was in
metal, he would have been fairly cooked or frozen, as the case might be,
by summer's sun or winter's cold, without this protective cloak. The .
mantling also helped- greatly to foll the enemy's sword; thsrefore, the
soldier who came home from an affary with the worst torn mantling, was
considered the hero of the day! ’ N
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The granting of a coat»of«arms by the King distinclly proclaimed that the recipient

was made noble and was created a gentleman and that the arms were grented him as a

e I ol -his- nobility° Armory posgessed Tuo esgential gualities: .

Ae It was the definite sign of hereditary nsbility and. rank

And an integral p&rt of warfare.
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o " As a sacred emblem of family honor, the family coatwof-arms was cherished by

b . the illustrious heroes of the past; and handed down from one.generation to enother
embodying family continiity and family allegiance to its gtoried origin. ' Today
the shield serves as a reminder of the proud femily traditions.




