Levisa County, Virginia, Deeds B, 1754-1759.
Pleas before the WDTShipf 11 Court of Louisa
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Be it remembered that Heretofore (toc wit) At a Court heid for the
said_County cn the XXIV?klday of December 1745 John Sims, Matthew
Sims, Edward Sims and John Sims (the Son of George Sim's) came
befcre the Justices of the s3 County at the Courthouse of the s?
County by William Waller their Attorney & then brought intc the

sq Court of our Lord the King their Bill against James Sims being
in custody of the Sherif of the 5? County &c of a Plea cof

Detinue &2 which s? Bili feollows in these words " Louisa County
"te wit; Jehn Sims, Matthew Sims, Edward Sims, and John Sims (the
"Son of Gecrge Sims) complains of James Sims in custody and so
“forth 5f a plea that he render them four negro slaves named (viz)
"Jerney, Tom, Fanny and Artheny of the value of Two hurdred pounds
"current money, which from them he unjustly detains &2 and where-

"upon the 9? P1:° by William Wallzr their Attorney Saith, that the

S
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5. P1 the first day of November in the year of cur Lerd One

A
"theusand Seven hundred and forty five at the County af., was

in
[

"posse

[}

of the said negrces of the value of two Hundred pounds

afd

° 0,

as of their own proper geoeds and chattels; and being so thereof

in

" possessed, the said four negroes out of their hands and ossession
ol - P
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"did casually loose, which said negroes afterwards to wit, tt

"said first day of November in the year af? at the County af? to the

"hands and Pcssession of the ssid D?ft by finding came; and altho
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nthe zaid Defy well knew, the sald four negroes af% t¢ the proper
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“nogrces of them the said P1t% and to them of Right to belcng and
nszppertain Yet the said Def? altho often required the asd negrces
wis the said P1t% hath nct yet delivered; but the Same to them %o
vdeliver hath denied and as yet doth deny and unjustly detain;
"to the damage of the said PLt? two Hundred pounds current money
wand therecf they bring Suit &c. WM Waller pi P1t"

And now at this day tc wit the XXVIIIMh day of January in the
year aforesaid; came as well the d p1t$ by their Attorney as the
said James Sims by Zachary Lewis his. Attorney; and defends the
force & injury when and sc forth & Saith that he doth not detain
ye Slaves in the declaration mentioned and of this he puts
himself upon thee County: and the P1tS Likewise; Therefore let 2
Jury ccme before the next Court; to be held for the said Ccunty
on the fourth Tuesday in Fsbruary next; and who neither &c to
recognize &c because as welil &c the Same day is given to the s?
parties there &c; At which day to wit the xx114 day of April in
the year of our Lord MDCCXLVI as well the sd p1ts by their ¢
Attorney as the sd Deft by his sd Attorney did appear; and by as-
sent of the s¢ parties this cause is continued till the fourth
Tuesday in May next; Therefore let a Jury come before the next
Court, to be held &c who neither &c to recognize &c because as
well &c the Same day is given to the parties there &c At Which
day to wit the XXVITIth day of May in the year aforesaid as well

the sd P1t2 'Ejytheifsd. Attorneyas the s Deft by his s

2 ; ; ;
did appear; and by assent of the &4 parties this cause is con-

Attorney

tinued till the fourth Tuesday in June next Therefore let a Jury

then & there come who neither &c to recognize &c because as well
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&c the same day is given to the parties there &c. At wnich day te

wit the XXVI?h day of August in the year aforesaid; as well the

d

g by their s¢ Attorney as the s@ Deft by his s Attorney

st

P1t
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did appear; and thereupon came alsc a Jury to wit; John Mcss,
Rebert Anderson, John Hall, Thomas Kembrow, Thomas Pauleti,
Alexande eeman, James Watson, Richard Brookes, Richard Palmore,
Richard Yancey, Benjamin Arncld & Love Stathem; who being Elected
tried and Sworn the truth o Speak upon the issue jecined; upon
their saths do Say; that William Sims was seised and possessed of
an estate consisting in iands and Tenements slaves and personal
estate; and being sc seised and possessed; made his last will &

Testament bearing date the eighteenth day of December in the year

o+

of our Lerd MDCCX énd thereby among other things did give and
bequeath to his four =idest Sons (Viz) John, Matthew, Edward and
George, the Offspring of his negro Girl Cate, and te their heirs,

and by a latter clause in his sald will did give and bequeath

the

(D

st of his perscnal and real estate to his three Youngest
Sons (Viz) William, Rcbert and James to be equally divided amongst
the three when they should come %o age and appointed his Son
William Sims Sole Executor of his said will; which will fcllows

in these wozrds . c

"In the name of God Amen I WP Sims of James City County being very

"sick & weak but of perfect Sence & memory blessed by Almighty

B by

God for it and knowing the urcertainty of this mortal life do

"

[ 1)

ast will

=

ake this my & testament in manner & form folleowling

E=|
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"Im: I begueath my scul intec the hands of Almighty God from whom
"I received my first breath, and my body to the earth from whence it

",

was first taken to be buried in o Christian decent like manner
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w5 my Executor hereafter rominated shall think fit & Convenient &
wse for that small Tallet wnich the Lord in his Mercy hath been
sleased tc Lend me here on earth after my debts and funeral

"charges paid I give & becucath as followeth (Viz) I give &

to my Son William & to the heirs of his bedy mals or

"femalie lawfuliy begotten my Mannorxr plantation that I ncow live

"upon (viz) from the whits meadow to Dormars Line to Discun 2long

"Dormars Line, to a deep hottom called Cooks Spring branch down

"¢ the welf swamp; up from thence te the south Line so away

"Easterly £i11 it comes to the road to Phillips path odiy’ 1 Give

"and begueath to my son Robert Sims and to the heirs cof his bedy
1

"male or female lawfully begotten all the Land that is within the

!

vhoundz as followeth (Viz) beginning at the white meadow and So
“runr.ing to a
=
uj? 1875
(Here ends the recording.)
Note: The Diascund Creek flows southward through lewer MNew Kent
County, and (since 1767, Henings Statutes) the lower course forms

a part of the boundary beiween New Kent and James City Counties.

Bruton and Middleton Parishes. (From photocopy at the Virginia
State Library) -

Burial notices include: "The wife of William Syms buried 1687."

H

The sequence of notices indicates it was probably the early parti
of the year, As the Court record seems to record two sets of

children, this may have b=en the first wife. (James City County.)

Louisa County, Virginiza, Ozxders - Book # 1, 1742 -~ 1748:

At a Court held for Louisa County on Tuesday the 28th day of
Jenuary 1745. Page 178:

John Sims, Matthew Sims, Edward Sims & John Sims )

against www.virginiapioneers.com ) In detinue
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